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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE present Volume comprises the period between the Open- 
_ ing of the First Session of the Third Parliament of the United 
_- Kingdom, on the 15th of December, 1806, and the 4th of 
_ March, 1807. In the pages immediately succeeding the Table 
of Contents, will be found a correct List of the Ministry; to- 
gether with a List of the Members returned for the New Par- 
liament in December, 1806.. The Papers relative to the Nego- 
ciation with France are given at page 92; and the Appendix 
contains the whole of the Tables and Calculations relative to 
the New Plan of Finance, proposed to Parliament in January 
_. 1807, by Lord Henry Petty, then Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The Annual Financial Accounts, will be given in the Appendix 
tothe Ninth Volume, 
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Achegen, lord viscount, » C., Gloucester county *Campbell, George, Carmar- 
county * Bernard, lord visct., Youghall then borough 
¥A’Court,,sir w. P. A. bart. ; 7 *Bernard, Scrope, St. Mawes *Campbell, H. F., Nairnshire 
Heytesbury Bernard, Thomas, King’sCounty Campbell, lord J. Argyll-shire 
Adair, Robert, Camelford. Bertie, Albemarle, Stamford Campbell, John, Inverary, &e, 
*Adam, Wm,, Kincardineshire *Rewicke, Calv., Winchelsea Canning, right hon, George, 
Adams, Charles, Weymouth, | *Biddulph, Robert Myddelton, Newtown, Hants 
and Melcombe Regis Denbigh borough Canning, George, Sligo borough 
Adams, William, Totness Blackburne,J. Lancaster county Carew, right hon.R. Pole, Fowey 
' Addington, right honourable | ¥Blayney, lord, Old Sarum *Carew, RobertShapland, Wex- 
John: Hiley, Harwich - - Bligh, T homas, Meath ford county , 
Althorp, lord viscount, North- Bond, right hon. Nathanael, Cartwright, William Ralph, 
ampton county . Corfe Castle ; Northampton county 
Andrews, Miles Peter, Bewdley *Bonham, Henry, Leominster Castierereagh, lord viscount, 
Anson, George, Litchfield Bootle, Edward Wilbraham, Plympton Earle , 
*Anstruther, right honourable _ Newcastle-under-Lyme Caulfield, hou. Henry, Armagh 
sic John, bart. ; Craill, &c. Bourne, Wm. Sturges, Christ- county 
Antonie, William Lee, Bedford church Cavendish, lord G. A. H., Derby 
borough *Bouverie, hon. B., Downton . count 


Archdall, Mervyn, Fermanagh *Bouverie, hon. D. P., Downton 
Ashley, hon.Cropley, Dorchester Bouverie, honourable Edward, 


*Caveudish, G. H. Compton, 
Aylesbury 


*Atherley, Arth., Southampton Northampton borough Cavendish, Wm.,Derby borough 

Aubrey, sir John, bart.; Alde- | Boyle, lord visct., Cork county | *Cawthorne,Johu Fenton, Lan- 
burgh, Sutfolk *Boyle, hon. C., Bandon Bridge caster borough 

Babington, Thomas, Leicester | Bradshaw, hon. A. C., Honiton A., Saltash 
borough Bradshaw,R. Haldane, Brackley Chaplin, C., Lincoln county 

ci Walter, Catherlogh | Brandling, Charles Johan, New- | Chester, Chas., Castle Rising 
county castle-upon-T'yne Chichester, lord Spencer, Car- 

Bagwell, William, Clonmell Brodie, James, Elginshire rickfergus 

_ Baillie, Evan, Bristol Brodrick, hon. W., Whitchurch Cholmondeley, Thomas, Ches- 
Baillie, George, Berwick -shire Brogden, James, Taunceston ter count 
Baker, John, Canterbury *Promley, Hen.,Worcestercity | Clements, Henry John, Leitrim 


Baker, Wim., Hertford county Brooke, Charles, Chippeniam, | *Clinton,W.H., Boroughbridge. 
Bampfylde, sir Charles W. bart.; * Brooke, H. V., Donegal *Clive, lord viscount, Ludlow 


Exeter Brooke, lord, Warwick borough | Clive, hom. Robert, Ludlow 


Bankes, Henry, Corfe Castle Brooke, Thomas Newton, Lanc. Clive, Wm., Bishop’s Castle 
Barclay, George, Bridport ¥* Browne, Anthony, Heydon *Cochrane, lord, Honiton 
_. Barclay, sir Robert, bart. ; New- Browne, right hon. Denis, Mayo *Cocks, hon. Edw. C., Reigaet 

town, Hants Browne, Is. Hawk. , Bridgenorth Codrington, Chris. Tewkesbury 

Barham, Joseph Foster, Oak- Bruce, lord, Marlborongh Coke, Daniel Parker, Notting- 
hampton, Stockbridge Bruce, Patrick Craufurd, Rye ham town 

‘*Baring, Alexander, Taunton Buller, Edward, East Looe Coke, Edward, Derby borougk 

*Baring, Henry, Bossiney Buller, James, Exeter Coke, Thos. William, Norfolk 

*Baring,T.,ChippingWycombe | *Butler, James, West Looe Colborne, Niculas William Rid- 

Barlow, FH., Pembroke borough | Baller, John, East Looe ley, Malmesbury 

Barne, Snowdon, Dunwich Builock, John, Essex Colclough, J., Wexford county 

* Barnett, James, Rochester Bunbury, sir Thomas Charles, Cole, hon. Galb. L., Fermanagh 

*Barry, John, Cavan bart.; Suffolk Combe, Harvey Chris., London 


Bastard, Edmund, Dartmouth Burghersh, lord, Lyme Regis 
Bastard, John Po'lexfen, Devon * Burrell, sir ChariesMer., bart.; 
Rathurst, right hon. C., Bristol New Shoreham 


Cooke, Bryan, Malton 
*Cooper, Edw. S., Sligo county 
Cornewall, sir George, bart.; 


Benyon, Richard, Wallingford Calcraft, John, Hereford county 


Beach, Mich.Hicks, Cirencester | Burton, Francis, Oxford city Hereford county 
. Beaumont, Thomas Richard, Burton, hon. Franc. Nath.,Clare Cornwallis, hon. William, Eye | 
Northumberland Butler, honourable C, Harward, Corry, right honourable Isaac, 
*Reckford, William, Hindon Kilkenny city Newport, Hants 
*Bennett, honourable Henry | Butler, hon.J. »Kilkennycounty | *Cotes, John, Salop 
Grey, Shrewsbury Byng, "George, Middlesex *Cotterell, sir John Geers, bart.; 
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“*Cotton; Stapleton, Newark 
Courtenay, John, Appleby © 
Cowper, hon. E. Spenver, Hert- 
ford borough 
#*Craufurd,Charles, EastRetford 
*Cripps, Joseph, Cirencester 
Curtis, sir Wm., bart.; London 
urwen, John Chris., Carlisle 
Curzon, hon. Robert, Clitherow 
Cust, hon. John, Clitherow 
Dalkeith, earl of, Marlborough 
Daly, right honourable Denis 
B., Galway. county 

Daly, James, Galway town 

. Daniell, Ralph Allen, West Looe 

Dashwood, Sir Henry Watkin, 

* bart.; Woodstock 

Davenport, Davies, 
county 

Dawson, Richard, Monaghan . 

*Denison, William Joseph, 

Kingston-upon-Hull 

Dent, John, Lancaster borough 

*De Ponthieu, John, Helleston 

Dickinson, William; Lostwi- 
thiel, Somerset 

Dillon, hon. Henry Aug., Mayo 

*Disbrowe, Edward, Windsor 

*Doyle, sir John, bart. ; New- 
port, Hants. 

Drake, T. D. Tyrwhitt, Agmon- 
desham 

Drake, Th. Tyrw., Agmondesham 

Dugdale, Dug. Stratford, Warwick 
county 

Dnigenan, P., Armagh borough 

“Dundas, Charles, Berks. 

Dundas, honourableCharlesLau., 
Richmond 

Dundas, hon. Lau., York city 

R,, Edinburgh-shire 

‘Dondas, right hon, William, 

Sutherland-shire 


Chester 


‘Ebrington, lord visct., Barnstaple 


*Eden, hon. W. F. Elliott, 
Woodstock 
*Edmonstone, Charles, Dum- 
barton-shire 
Eliot, bon. William, Liskeard 
¥Elliott, honourable Gilbert, 
M. K., Ashburton 
Elliott,right honourableWilliam, 
Peterborough 
Ellison, Richard, Lincoln city 
Erskine,right honourableHenry, 
Lochimaben, ‘&c. 
Estcourt, T. Grimstén, Devizes 
Uston, earl of, Cambridge 
. University 
Everett, Thomas, Ludgershall 
Eyre, Anthony Hardolph, Not- 
tingham county y 
Falkiner, F. J., Dublin county 
Fane, Francis, Dorchester 
Fane, Henry, Lyme Regis 
Fane, John, Oxford county 
*Pawcett, Henry, Grampound 
*Fawkes, Walter, York county 
Fellowes, hon. Newton, Andover 
Fellowes, Robert, Norwich 
Fellowes, William Henry, Hun- 
tingdon borough 
Ferguson, James, Aberdeenshire 
*Ferguson, Robert, Fife-shire 


*Fergusdn, Ronald Crauford, 
Burntisland, &c. 
Fetherstone,sir T.bart.; Longfotd 


| Finch, honourable Edward,Cam- 


. bridge town 
Fitzgerald, right hon. Jas., Ennis 
Fitzzeraid} right hon. M., Kerry 
Fitzgerald, lord Rt. S., Kildare, 
Tralee 
Fitzharris, lord viscount, Hor- 
sham, [dble ret.] 
Fitzhugh, William, Tiverton 
Fitzpatrick, right honourable 
Richard, Tavistock 
Fitzroy, lord Charles, Bury St. 
Edmunds 
* Fitzroy, lord William, Thetford 
Fleeming, hon.C., Stirling-shire 
Foley, hon. Andrew, Droitwich 
Foley, Thomas, Droitwich 
Foljambe,F.Fer. Higham Ferrers 
Folkes,sir Martin Browne,bart.; 
King’s Lynn 
Folkestone, lord viscount, New 
Sarum 
*Forbes, lord visct., Longford 
Forester, Cecil, Wenlock 
Foster, right hon. John, Louth 
Fraitcis, sir Philip, Appleby 
Frankland, Wm., Queenborough 
Fraser, Alex. M., Ross-shire 
Frederick, sir John, bart.; Surrey 
*Fremantle, T. F., Sandwich 
Fremantle, W. H., Harwich 
French, Arthar, Roscommon 
Fuller, John, Sussex 
Fydell, Thomas, Boston 
¥¥ynes, Henry, Aldborough, 
Yorkshire 
Gamon, sirR., bart.; Winchester 
Garland, George, Poole 
Garlies, lord visct., Haslemere 
Garrow, William, Callington 
Gascoyne, Isaac, Liverpool 
% Gaskell, Benjamin, Malden 
*Giddy, Davies, Bodmyn 
Giles, Daniel, East Grinsted 
* Goddard, Thomas, Cricklade 
Godfrey, Thomas, Hythe 
Gooch, Thos. Sherlock, Suffolk 
*Gore, William, Leitrim 
Gower, Edw. Leveson, Truro 
Gower, lord Gran, Leveson, 
Stafford county 
Graham, sir James,bart.; Ripon 
Graham, James, Cockermouth 
Graham, Thomas, Perthshire 
Grant, Charles, Inverness-shire 
Grant,FrancisWm., Forres, &c. 
Grant, right honourable sir 
William, Bamff-shire 
Grattan, rt. hon, H., Dublin city 
*Greenhill, Robert, Thirsk 
Grenfell, Pascoe, Great Marlow 
Grenville, right hon. Thomas, 
Buckingham borough 
Grimston,hon. J.W., St. Alban’s 
Grosvenor, Richard Earle Drax, 
Chester city : 
Grosvenor, Thomas,Chestercity 
*Hall, Benjamin, Totness 
Hamilton, lord A., Lanerkshire 
Hamilton, sir H.D.bart.; Airshire 
Hamilton, Hans, Dublin county 


Hammet, John, Taunton 


*Harbord, honourable Edward, 
Yarmouth, Norfolk 
Harvey, Eliab, Essex 
Hawkins,sirChristopher, Gram- 
pound, Penryn, and-Mitchelt 
*Hawkins, Hen., Boroughbridge 
*Headley, lord, Ripon 
Heathcote, sir Gilbert, bart. ; 
Lincoln county 
Henderson, Anthony, Brackley 
*Henderson, sir- John, bart.; 
Culross, &c, 
Henniker, lord, Rutland 
Herbert; hon. Charles, Wilton 
*Herbert, Henry Arthur, Kerry 
*Herbert, hon. Wm., Hants 
*Heron, Peter, Newton, Laac. 
*Hibbert, Ceorge, Seaford 
Hill,sir George Fitzgerald, bart.; 
Londonderry city, Coleraine 
Hill, hon. Wm., Shrewsbury 
Hinchingbrook, lord viscount, 
Huntingdon county 
Hippisley, sir J.C.bart.; Sudbury 
Hobhouse, Benjamin, Hindoa 
Hodson, John, Wigan 
Hoidsworth, A. H., Dartmouth 
Honyman, Robert, shires of 
Orkney and Zetland 
*Honywood, Witliam, Kent 
¥*Hood, sir Samuel, Westminster 
Hope, hon. A., Linlithgowshire 
Hope, hon. C., Haddingtonshire 
Hope, W. J., Dumfries-shire 
*Horner, Francis, St. Ives 
Horrocks, Samue!, Preston 
Howard, Henry, Gloucester city 
*Howard, hon. Wm., Morpeth 
Howick, lord viscount, Northum- 
berland 
*Howorth, Humphrey, Eveshant 
*Hughan, Thomas, East Retford 
Hughes, Wm. L., Wallingford 
Hume, Wm. Hoare, Wicklow 
Huntingfield, lord, Dunwich 
*Huntley, Marquis of, Eye 
Hurst, Robert, ‘Steyning 
Huskisson, Wm., Liskeard 
Hussey, Wm., New Sarum 
Hutchinson, hon.C. H.,Cork city 
*Irving, John, Bramber 
*¥Jackson, John, Dover 
*Jacob, William, Westbury 
Jeffery, John, Poole 
Jekyll, Joseph, Caltie 
*Jenkinson, Charles, Dover 
Jephson, Denham, Mallow 
Jervoise, J.C., Yarmouth, Hants 
*Jocelyn, lord viscount, Louth 
Jodrell, Henry, Bramber 
Johnes, Thos., Cardigan county 
Johnstone, George, Heydon 
Jolliffe, Hyiton, Petersfield 
*Jones, Gilbert, ‘Aldborough, 
Yorkshire 
* Jones, L. P., Horsham [dble ret.] 
Keck,G.A.L., Leicéster county 
Keene,W.,Montgomeryberough 
*Kemp, Thomas, Lewes 
*Kenrick, William, Blechingly 
Kensington, lord;Havertordwest 
King, sir John Dashwood; bart-; 
Chipping-Wyccmbe 
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Kingston, John, Lymington 
*Knatchbull, sir Edward, bart.; 
Kent 
*Knight, Robert, Wotton Basset 
Knox, honourable George, Dub- 
lin University. Dungannon 
*Knox, hon. Thomas, Tyrone 
Ladbroke, Robert, Malmesbury 
Lamb, hon. Wm., Lauder, &c. 
Lambton, R.J., Durham city 
Langston, John, Bridgwater 
Lascelles, hon. E., Northallerton 
Latouche,D. ,Catherlogh county 
Latouche, Robert, Kildare 
Laurence, F., Peterborough 
Leach, John, "Seaford 
Lefevre, Charles Shaw, Reading 
*Leigh, Charles, New Ross 
Leigh, Jas. Hen., Great Bedwin 
Leigh, Robert Holt, Wigan 
Leland, John, Stamford 
Lemon, John, Truro 
Lemon, sir Wm. bart.; Cornwall 
“Lennox, Charles, Sussex 
Leslie, Ch. Powell, Monaghan 
*Lethbridge, sir John, bart. ; 
Minehead 
Lethbridge, T.Buckler, Somerset 
Leycester, Hugh, Milborne Port 
* Liddell, sir Thomas H., bart.; 
Durham county 
*Lismore, lord, Lostwithiel 
Littleton, sir Edward, bart.; 
Stafford county 
*Lloyd, sir Edward Pryce, 
bart.; Flint borough 
*Liovd,J ames Martin, Steyning 
* Lockhart, W. E., Selkirk-shire 
Loftus, Wm., Tamworth 
Long, right hon. C., Haslemere 
*Long, Richard, Wilts 
Longfield, Mountifort, Corkcity 
*Longman, George, Maidstone 
Lovaine, lord, Beera!ston 
Loveden, Edw. L., Shaftesbury 
Lowther, James, Westmorland 
_ Lowther, John, Cumberland, 
Cockermouth 
Lubbock, sir John, bart. ; Leo- 
minster 
_Lushington, sir Stephen, bart.; 
Plympton Earle 
*Lushington, Stephen, Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk . 
Lygon, hon. Wm. B., Worcester 
county 
*Lyttleton, hon. Wm. Henry, 
Worcester county 
Macdonald, James, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme 
Macdowall, Wm., Renfrewshire 
*Mackenzie, hon, J. S. W., 
Bute-shire 
*Mackenzie, John Randoll, 
Wick, &c. 
M’Mehon, John, Aldeburgh, 
Suffolk 
Macnaghten, Edm. A., Antrim 
Madocks, Wm, Alex., Boston 
Magens, Mag. D,, Ludgershall 
*Mahon, lord visct., Wendover 
*Mahon, hon. S., Roscommon 


Maitland, John, Chippenham 
Maitland, lord viset,,Camelford 


Mann, sir Horace, bart. ; Sand- 
wich 

Manners, lord Charles Som., 
Cambridge county 

Manners, lord Robert, Lei- 
cester county 

Manners, Robert, Cambridge 
town 

*Manners, Russell, Grantham 

*Manners, sir William, bart.; 
Ivelchester 

Manning, William, Evesham 

Markham, John, Portsmouth 

Markham, Osborne, Calne 

‘Marsham, lord visct., Hythe 

Martin, Henry, Kinsale 

Martin, James, Tewkesbury 

Martin, Rich., Galway county 

* Mathew, honourable Montagu, 
Tipperary 

Maule, hon. Wm., Forfarshire 

Maxwell, W., Wigtown-shire 

May, Edward, Belfast 

Meade, hon. John, Down 

Mellish, William, Middlesex 


Metcalfe,sirThomasT heophilus, 


bart,; Abingdon 

*Metge, John, Dundalk 

Middleton, sirW.bart.; Hastings 

Milbanke,sir Ralph, bart.; Dur- 
ham county 

Mildmay, sir H. P. St. John, 
bart.; Winchester 

Milford, lord, Pembroke county 

*Miller, sir Thomas, bart.; 
Portsmouth - 

Mills, Chas., Warwick borough 

Mills, William, Coventry 

Milner, Sir William, Mordaunt, 
bart.; York city 

*Milnes, Robert Pemberton, 
Pontefract 

*Milton, lord viscount, Malton 

*Mingay, James, Thetford 

Monckton, honourable Edward, 
Stafford borough 

*Monson, honourable William, 
Lincoln city 


*Montagu, Mat., St. Germans » 


Montgomery, sir James, bart. ; 
Peebles-shire 

*Moore, lord Henry, Orford 

Moore, Peter, Coventry 

Mordaunt, Charles, Warwick 
county 

Morgan, Charles, Monmouth 
county 

Morpeth, lord viscount, Cum- 
berland 


Morris, Edw. Newport, Cornwall 


Morris, Robert, Gloucester city 

Mostyn, sir Thomas, bart.; 
Flint county 

*Muzley,sir Oswell,bart.; Port- 
arlington 

Muncaster, lord, Westmorland 

Mundy, E. M., Derby county 

*Murray, sir Patrick, bart.; 
Edinburgh city 

*Neale, sir Harry, bart.; Ly- 
mington 

*Needham, hon, Fran., Newry 

Nepean, right honourable sir 
Evan, bart.; Bridport 


Newark, lord viscount, Note ~ 
tingham county 

Newborough, lord, Beaumaris 

Newport, right hon. sir J., bart.; 
St. Mawes, Waterford city” 


Nicholl, sir John, Hastings 


Noel, Gerard Noel, Rutland 
Northey, W.;Newport,Cornwall 
*Nugent, sir Geo., Aylesbury 


' O’Brien, sir Edw., bart.; Clare 


*O’Callaghan, James, Tregany 
Odell, Wm., Limerick county 
*Ogie, Henry Meade, Drogheda 
O’Hara, Charles, Sligo county 
O'Neill, hon, John, Antrim 
*Onslow, hon. T. Cranley, 
Guildford 
Ord, William, Morpeth 
Osborn, John, Bedford county 
Ossulston, lord, Knaresborough 
*Paget, lord, Milborne Port 
Paget, right hon. sir Arthur, 


Anglesey 
Paget, hon. Charles, Carnarvon 
borough 
Palk, sir Laurence,bart.; Devon 
Palk, Walter, Ashburton 
Palmer, John, Bath, 
*Palmerston, - lord viscount, 
Horsham [dble ret.} 
Parnell, Henry,Queen’s County 
Parsons,right hon. sir Laurence, 
bart.; King’s County 
Patteson, John, Norwich 
Paxton, sir William, Carmar- 
then county 
Peele, sir Robert, bart.; Te 
worth 
Peirse, Henry, Northallerton 
Pelham, hon. Charles Andrew, 
Great Grimsby 
*Pelham, hon. George Andrew, 
Great Grimsby 
Perceval, honourable Spencer, 
Northampton borough 
Percy, earl, Launceston 
*Percy, hon. J., Beeralston 
*Perring, John, New Romney 
Petty, lord Henry, Cambridge 
University 
*Philipps,R.M.,Staffordborough | 
Phipps, hon, Edm.,Scarborough 
Piggott, sir Arthur, Arundel 
Pitt, Wm. Morton, Dorset 
Plumer, Wm., Hertford county 
*Plummer, Thomas William, 
Yarmouth, Hants 
Pole, sir Charles Morice, bart.; 
Plymouth 
Pole,hon.W.W.,Queen’sCounty 
*Ponsonby, hon. Frederick, 
Kilkenny county 
Ponsonby, honourable George, 
Cork county 
sir H., Shaftesbury 
Porcher, J. D., Blechingly 
Porchester, lord, Cricklade 
Porter, George, Stockbridge 
Portman, Edw. Berk., Dorset 
*Poulett, hon. V., Bridgwater 
Powell, John Kynaston, Salop 
*Power, R., Waterford county 
Poyntz, W, S., St. Albans 
Praed, William, Banbury 
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Price, sir Charles, bart.; London 
Price, Richard, New Radnor 
Primrose, lord visct., Cashell 
*Prittie, hon. F. A., Tipperary 
Proby, lord viscount, Hunting- 
don county 
Pulteney, sir J., bart.; Wey- 
, mouth and Melcombe Regis 
Pym, Francis, Bedford county 
Pytches, John, Sudbury 
*Quin,hon. W., Limerickcounty 
Raine, Jonathan, Wareham 
*Ramsay, honourable John, 
Aberbrothock, &c. 
*Ramsbottom, Ric., Windsor 
*Rancliffe, lord, Minehead 
Ridley, sirMatthew White, bart.; 
Newcastle -upon-Tyne 
Robarts, Abr., Worcester city 
*Robinson, hon. Frederick, Ca- 
therlogh borough 
Robinson, John, Bishops Castle 
Robson, R. B., Oakhampton 
Rochfort, Gustavus, Westmeath 
Romilly,sir Sam. , Queenborough 
*Roscoe, William, Liverpool 
Rose, right hon. G.,Christchurch 
Rose, Geo. Hen., Southampton 
Ross, sir C., bart.; Lanerk, &c. 
*Royston, lord visct.; Reigate 
Russell, Matthew, Saltash 
Russell, lord William, Surrey 
Rutherfurd, J., Roxburgh-shire 
*Ruthven, E. S., Downpatrick 
Ryder, hon. Richard, Tiverton 
Salusbury, sir Robert, bart.; 
Brecon borough , 
Savage, Francis, Down 
*Saxon, Nathanael,Ivelchester 
Scott, right hon. sir William, 
Oxford University 
Scudamore, R. P., Hereford city 
Seymour, lord Robert, Orford - 
Shakespeare, Arthur, Richmond 
*Sharp, Richard, Castle Rising 
*Shaw, James, London 
Shaw, Robert, Dublin city 
Sheldon, Ralph, Wilton 
Shelley, Henry, Lewes 
Shelley, Tim., New Shoreham 
Sheridan, right hon. Richard 
Brinsley, Westminster 
*Simeon, John, Reading 
*Simmons, James, Canterbury 
Simpson, hon. John, Wenlock 
*Simson, George, Maidstone 
*Skene, George, Kintore, &c. 
Smith, George, Wendover 
Smith, John, Nottingham town. 
Midhurst : 
Smith, Joshua, Devizes 
Smith, Sam., Leicester borough 
Smith, Thos. A., Andover 
Smyth, right hon. J., Pontefract 
Smyth, William, Westmeath 
Sneyd, N., Cavan. Enniskillen 


Somerset, lord A. J. H., Mon- 
mouth county 

Somerset, lord Charles Henry, 
Monmouth borough 

Somerset, lord R. E. H., Glou- 
cester county 

Somerville, sir M., bart ; Meath 

Spencer, lord Francis Almarick, 
Oxford county 

Spencer, lord Robert, Tavistock 

Stanhope, Walter S., Carlisle 

Staniforth,John,Kingston-upon- 
Hull 

Stanley, Lord, Preston 

Stanley, Thos, Lancaster county 

Steele, Robert, Weobly 

Steele, right hon. T., Chichester 

*Stephens, Samuel, St. Ives 

Steward, Gabriel Tucker, Weym 
and Melcombe Regis 

Steward, RichardTucker,Weym 
and Melcombe Regis 

Stewart, hon. Charles William, 
Londonderry county 


*Stewart, hon. Edward Richard, . 


Wigtown, &c. 
Stewart, sir J., bart.; Donegal 
Stewart, James, Tyrone 
Stewart, hon. Mo. Gr.J., Stew- 
artry of Kircudbright 
Stopford, lord viscount, Great 
Bedwin 
*Stopford, hon. Robert, Ipswich 
Strachey,sir Henry, bart.; East 
Grinsted 
Strahan, Andrew, Wareham 
Strutt, Joseph Holden, Malden 
Stuart, lord William, Cardiff 
#*Sumner, G. H., Guildford 
*Sutton, C. M., Scarborough 
*Swann, Henry, Penryn 


. Symonds, T. P., Hereford city 


Taylor, Charles William, Wells 
*Taylor, Michael Angelo, Rye 
*Taylor, William, Barnstaple 
Temple, earl, Bucks, 
Templetown, lord, visct.; Bury 
St. Edmunds 
*Thistlethwayte, Thos., Hants. 
Thomas, George, Chichester 
Thornton, Henry, Southwark 
Thornton, Robert, Colchester 
Thoroton, ‘Thomas, Grantham 
Thynne, lord George, Weobly 
Thynne, lord John, Bath 
Tierney, right hon. G., Athlone 
Tighe, William, Wicklow 
Titchfield, marquis of, Bucks. 
Topping, James, Thirsk 
*Tower, Alexander, Berwick- 
upon-T weed 
Townshend, lord John, Knares- 
h 


boroug 

Townshend, hon. Ww. Aug., 
Whitchurch 

*Tremayne, Jn& H., Cornwall 


_ *Trench, F. W:, Mitchell 


Tudway, Clement, Wells 
*Tufinell, Colchester 
*Turton, sir Thomas, bart.; 
Southwark 
Tyrwhitt, Thomas, Plymouth 
*Vane, sir Frederick Fletcher, 
bart.; Winchelsea 
Vansittart, George, Berks. 
Vansittart, right hon. Nich, 
Helleston. Old Sarum 
Vaughan, hon. John, Cardigan 
berough 
Vaughan, sir R. W., Merioneth 
*Vernon, G. G. V., Litchfield 
Vereker, Chas., Limerick city 
*Vyse, Richard, Beverley 
Walpole, lord, King’s Lynn 
Walpole, hon. G., Dungarvan 
Ward, hon. J. W., Petersfield 
Wedderburn, sir David, bart.; 
Cupar, &c. 
*Wentworth,Godfrey, Tregony 
Wharton, John, Beverley 
*Wharton, Rich., Durbam city 
Whitbread, S., Bedford borough 
* Whitmore, Thos., Bridgnorth 
Wickham, right hon. William, | 
Callington. Midbarst 
Wigram, sir Robert, bart.; 
Wexford town: 
*Wigram, Robert, Fowey 
Wilberforce, Wm., York county 
* Wilder, FrancisJohn, Horsham 
(double ret.} Arundel 
Wilkins, Walter,Radnorcounty 
Williams, Owen, Great Mar!ow 
Williams, sir Robert, bart.; 
Carnarvon county 
Wiliams, Rob., Wotton Basset 
Willoughby, Henry, Newark 
*Wilson, Richard, Ipswich , 
Windham, right bon. William, 
Nerfolk. New Romney 
*Wingfield, William, Bodmyn 
*Wood, James Athcl, Gatton 
Wood, Mark, Gatton 
*Wood,Thomas, Brecon county 
Woolmore, John, Westbury 
Wortley, J. A. S., Bossiney 
Wright, J. A., Oxford city 
W yndham, Hen: Penrad., Wilts 
Wyndham, Thos., Glamorgan 
Wynn, sir W. Williams, bart.; 
Denbigh county 
Wynn, Charles W. Williams, 
Montgomery county 
Yarmouth, earl of, Lisburne 
Yorke,right honourable Charlies, 
Cambridge county . 
Yorke, sir J. §., St. Germans 
Young, sir William, bart.; 
Buckingham borough 
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Parliamentary Debates 


‘During the First Session of the Third Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of 
the Kingdom of Great Britain the Twentieth, appointed 
to meet at Westminster, the Fifteenth Day of December, 
1806, in the Forty-seventh Year of the Reign of His Ma- 


_ jesty King GEORGE the Third. 


[ Sess. 1806/7. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 15, 1806. 
Tuis being the day appointed for the 
meeting of the New Parliament, the lord 
chancellor came to the house about two 
o’clock, and acquainted the house, that 
his majesty, not thinking fit to be perso- 
nally present this day, bad been pleased to 
cause a commission to be issued under the 
great seal, in order to the opening and 
holding of the parliament.—Then four of 
the lords commissioners, viz. the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the lord chancellor, 
the earl of Aylesford, and lord Walsing- 
ham, being seated on a form placed be- 


tween the throne and the woolsuck; the. 
Jord chancellor commanded the gentleman, 
usher of the black rod to let the commons 


know, that the lords commissioners desired 
their immediate attendance in that house 
to hear the commission read. In a few 
minutes the commons appeared at the bar 
in great number, preceded by the black rod, 
and by the senior, and other clerks of the. 
house. The lord chancellor then said,— 
«My lords, and gentlemen of the house 
of commons ; His majesty not thinking fit 
‘to be present here this day, in his royal 
person, has been pleased, in order to the 
opening and holding of this parliament, to 


_ ' cause letters patent to be passed under his 


great seal, constituting us and several other. 
Jords, therein named, his commissioners, 
to do all things in his majesty’s name, on 
his part necessary to be performed in ‘this 
‘parliament: this will now fally appear b 

the letters patent themselves which will 
now be read.””—Then the letters*patent 


VIII. 


were read by the clerk; after which, the | 


{lord chancellor said :-- My lords, and 
| gentlemen of the house of commons; We 


have it in command frova his majesty to let 
you know, that, as soon as the members of 
both houses shall be sworn, the causes of 
his majesty’s calling this parliament willbe 


declared to you; and, it beimg necessary 


that a speaker of the house of commons 
should be first chosen, it is his majesty’s 
pleasure that you, gentlemen of the house 
of commons, do repair to the place where 
you are to sit, and there proceed to the 
choice of some proper person to be your 
speaker; and that you present heresuch per- 
son whom you shall so choose, to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock, for his majesty’s royal . 
approbation.” —The commonsimmediately 
withdrew, and the lords commissioners _ 
retired to unrobe. As soon as prayers 
were over, the lord chancellor was first 
sworn singly; and afterwards all the peers 
present took thre usual oaths and theif seats. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, December ¥5. 

[Cuorce or a ‘Speaxer.}] The new 
parliament met this day, -persuant to “his 
majesty’s proclamation. At 12 0’cleck 
the carl of Aylesbury (lord steward of his 
majesty’s household) came ‘down, and, 
assisted by Mr. Ley, ‘the principal ‘clerk, 
and the other clerks of the house of com- 


‘mons, proceeded to administer, ‘in ‘one ¥ 


the antichambers, the usual oaths to'sue 
members of the commons as wereattending 


‘to be'sworn. After taking the oaths, the 
‘several members repaired to their seats in 


the house of commons, ‘to.waitthesum- — 
~— of the lords commissioners, to attend 


| 
| | 
| 


on 
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at the bar of the house of: peers, to hear 
the commission read. About a quarter 
past two, a message by Mr. Quarme, deputy 
usher of the black god, announced, that the 
lords’commissioners, by yirtue of his ma- 
jesty’s commission, desired the immediate 
attendance of that house in the house of 
~peers, to hear the commission read. In 
£onsequence, a great number of members 
attended Mr. Ley, the chief clerk, atcord- 


“ing to the usual practice, to the upper 


house, where, after the commission was 
read in form, theJord chancellor, as one of 
the commissioners, acquainted both houses 
“that his majesty would defer declaring the 
cause of calling this present parliament, 
until the members of both houses should 


_ .be sworn, and the members of the house of 


‘commons should have chosen a Speaker. 
His lordship accordingly acquainted the 
gentlemen of the house of commons, that 
it, was his majesty’s pleasure that they- 
should retire to the place where they 
usually sat, and ehoose a proper person to 
be their speaker, and that they should pre- 
‘sent the person so chosen, at 12 0’clock to- 
morrow for his majesty’s royal approbation. 
The members then returned to their own 
house, where, as soon as they had taken. 
-their seats, 
. Mr. Bragge Bathutst rose and addressed 
‘Mr. Ley, the senior clerk, as follows :— 
I rise, sir, to call upon the house to exer- 
-cise one of their most ancient, most un- 
doubted, and, in many respects, most im- 


‘portant privileges, and without which our 


functions would be interrupted, and our de- 
liberations embarrassed. The nature of 
those functions and those deliberations 
suggests the necessity of selecting some 
person from among oUrselves, properly 
qualified to be the voice of the represen- 
tatives of the people, both in their inter- 
course with the other house of parliament, 
and in the exercise of their collective au- 
thority over individuals; a person whose 
peculiar duty it will be to watch over 
their invaluable privileges, to alarm the 
jealousy of the house against the encroach- 
ments of the other orders of the state, and 


_ ,who, by his authority, wisdom, and expe- 


Tience, will-contribute to maintain consist- 
ency, order, and regularity in their own 
iow. The great increase of par- 

iamentary business, both of a public and 


- -private nature, occupying, as it does, so 


large a portion of the year; the constant 
: nd numerous attendance of the members 
-#f the house on all important questions, 


unexampled in modern times at least; the ™ 
habit of animated, protracted, and frequent 
debate, have all tended to render the dig. 
charge of the greater part. of the duties 
imposed on the person, selected to-fill the 
-chair a8 arduous to himself as they are im- 
portant to the public. The just application 
of the various precedents standing upon the 
recorded: authority of our proceedings, as 
well as of the no less established, though 
unwritten forms and -regulations, which 
constitute the law of parliamentary usage, 
is a task difficult in itself, and of the last 
consequence to the house to have it well 
executed. With respect to the former, 
the right hon. gent. whose name I shall 
presently mention, has been the first to 
support them. I could allude to many il- 
lustrious instances, when high and distif- 
guished characters,unhappily now no more, 
have shewn that those written records, and 
parliamentary usages, are the best bulwarks 
of our rights, and constitute that impartial 
law, which, like the forms of the consti- 
tution itself, conciliates liberty with order, 
and, froman apparent discordancy of parts, 
produces an harmony of the whole. The 
talents requisite for a due discharge of the 
arduous duties of a speaker of the house of © 
commons are not of an ordinary descrip- 
tion. It is necessary that he who is in- 
vested with that high office, should possess 
an impartiality that secures confidence, a 
dignity that commands respect, and a tem- 
per and affability that disarm contention, | 
These qualitiesare, however,only the conco- 
mitant of others equally important; a sound 
judgment, a cultivated understanding, a 
knowledge not merely of parliamentary 
forms, but of mankind and the world, are in- 
dispensable to the constitution of the autho- 
rity of the speaker ofthis house. Toa person 
possessed of these qualifications the house 
cannot but be disposed to entrust the full 
exercise of their power, because they must 
be assured that they will be exerted for the 
general good. The object of their choice 
will derive from that power the means of 
relaxing, where occasion demands, the se- 
verity and strictness of their rules and or- 
ders.—Having thus, sir, described, how- 
ever imperfectly, some of the requisites of 
the speaker of this house, I am aware of 
some others which ought to be possessed 
by the person who should fill that chair, 
and I should scarcely venture to propose 
any gentleman toasituation which requires 
so many qualities to fulfil it, on any ime. 
pressions, or on any judgment of my own; 


| 
a 
ia | 
| 
| 


’ but Lam confident the house will go before 


» of private intercourse with, and access to 


_ bers of the late parliament, ButI might 


me on this occasion, [Hear! hear!] It 
will be disposed to select for the chair a 
person rather from experience of the past, 
than from the recommendation of any in- 
dividual, If, sir, the sight of that chair 
reminds me of the duties attached to, and 
the requisites to fil] it, 1 am persuaded it 
will call to the recollection of the house 
the manner in which. it, has been filled, 
The difficulty under which I labour, cons 
sists not in the apprehension of what will 
be the collected sense of the house. In 
detailing the duties of a Speaker, and in 
proposing Mr. Abbot as a fit person to 
fulfil them—[e general cry of hear! hear!) 
the difficulty I feel, consists not in my ap- 

ehensions of an uniformity of opinion, 
eh in the recollection of the very superior 
manner jn which that right hon. gent. was 
proposed and supported in a former in- 
stance, by a learned gent. (sir William 
Scott) whom Ido not now see in bis place, 
But, I console myself with the reflection, 
that the experience of Mr, Abbot’s public 
character, and the general extension of that 
wisdom and knowledge he has evinced 
from his first taking bis seat, make it less 
difficult for the house to dispense with abi- 
lity on the part of the person who again 
proposes him, I am the less anxious con- 
cerning my own deficiency, in the manner 
J have stated the duties of the situation of 
speaker, because I am convinced the house 
will refer to the high character of the gen- 
tleman I have proposed, and give me credit 
for having passed by many topics of eulo- 
gium to which he has a just claim, Iam 
not only conscious that the conduct of the 
right hon. gent, I have named, justifies a 
much higher panegyric than I have passed 
upon him; but 1 am free to declare, that 
Abbot has exhibited a more perfect 
model of the office itself, than ever I had 
formed an idea of in the abstract. There 
are other topics of praise to which he is 
equally entitled. In speaking of the ge- 
neral duties of the office, I have passedover, 
with reference to Mr. Abbot, the facility 


him on matters of business ; Ihave omitted 
to notice his dignified hospitality, which 
conforms so wello the wise munificence 
of parliament, These are qualities which 
have, been well known, and. often expe- 
rienced by those present, who were mem- 


also have .adverted to that’ indefatigable 
industry, with which he has applied him- 


PARL. DEBATES, Decemszr 15, 1806.—Choice of a Speaker. 


[6 


self to public business in general, and par- 
ticularly to that enquiry into the stateofihe, — 
Public Records of this house, which was 
instituted on bis own suggestion. ‘Through: 
this enquiry, the public will have the benefit. 
of those stores of ancient wisdom, which 
were hitherto confined to private and indi-. 
vidual research, The same comprehensive. 
mind, and the same application of great: 
talents, are as peculiarly required for the. 
higher duties he has to discharge, and the. 
success and ability by him displayed upon 
the subject to which I have alluded, is a 
pledge of what may be expected from him: 
on every occasion which relates to the pro-: 
ceedings of this house, and the general ad-. 
vantage of the public. It is upom these) 
considerations, as well as upon many others, 
I feel it my duty to move, “ That the right 
hon. Charles Abbot do take the chair of- 
this house as speaker.” [Hear, hear 
Mr. Wilberforce said, that in seconding: 
the proposition of his right hon. friend, he 
felt the embarrassment of the situation im 
which he placed himself, by venturing to. 
prescribe to the house, in the most semote: 
degree, any course that it wastoedopt om — 
so solemn and important an occasions: 
At the same time he confessed, that he was 
considerably relieved from this embarrass~ 
ment, by the manner in which he perceived: 
the proposition, just submitted to them, 
had been received by the house. It oftem 
happened to amember of parliament, that 
he felt himself obliged painfully to discharge 
certain duties, from a sense of public prin- — 
ciple, though contrary to his private feel« 
ings, because there must.always.be a sacri 
fice of private considerations to public du-~ 
ties. Buthe had then the satisfaction to 
say, that he was about to discharge a duty. 
which, whilst it accorded with every private 
feeling, was, at the same time, equally con- 
sistent with the most scrupulous regard ta 
public duty. His right hon, friend had 
well pointed out some of the leading quali- 
fications for.the office of speaker, as well as 
the great importance of that high and con- 
fidential situation... But be that would cal: 
culate all. the important. duties of the 
speaker of the house of commons, would 
undertake a great and difficult task indeed, 
It was an office. commensurate with all the 
functions of parliament, and consequently 
identitied. with the existence of parliament 
and the freedom and happiness of the peo- 
ple. ‘The qualifications of a speaker were 
great and numerous, and, perhaps, it waa 
difficult to form an accurate estimate @ 
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» their real value, on account of the quiet 
times in which we had lived. It was a’ 
common disposition of the public mind to 
imagine, when matters went on quietly, 
that they went on of themselves, and with- 
_ @ut any actuating impulse; but those to 


he was addressing himself knew, that 


ye although the principle of action was kept 
* @ut of view, it was that principle which di- 


""<"geeted the whole machine, gave it motion, 


_ Gnd preserved the order and harmony of 
wll its parts, Undoubtedly it was ‘not to 
“be supposed, that, because we had lived 
happily in times when the public liberty 
was secure, and the privileges of this house 
wnendangered, that it was therefore unim- 
to choose'a man as speaker of the 
® Louse of commons, who was intimately ac- 
quainted with all the parts of the British 
Constitution.. Inthe exercise of this pri- 
_ “ilege, they should not shut’out from their 
view, that'the happiness of the people, and 
the interests of the empire, depended in a 
great degree, on their choice. They should 
not merely, because they happened to live 
in quiet times, leave objectsof such magni- 
tude to accidental events. They should, 
‘by the wisdom of their choice, «guard 
against the possibility of future evils. It 
was peculiarly necessary that be who was 
placed in the chair of the house of com- 
mons, should be intimately acquainted with 
the constitution of the country, in order 
that he might besensible of those slight 
deviations; which in the end introduced 
great and material alterations. It was only 
by such an intimate acquaintance that any 
man could estimate the importance of 
small changes, and know how in the first 
instance to check and repress them. There- 
fore, among the qualifications of a speaker, 
a perfect acquaintance with the constitu- 
tion of the country was a first and indis- 
pensable one. Whoever was intimately 
acquainted with the constitution, could not 
but become more and more attached to it, 
and in proportion as he developed its se- 
¢eret springs, contemplate it as the source 
of public happiness. Unquestionably too, 
an extensive acquaintance with the history 
of the country, aud a perfect knowledge of 
its constitutional, or parliamentary history, 
was requisite. It must also be obvious to 
every one, that the speaker of the house of 
commons should be a man who had saga- 
city and penetration to decide on the tn- 
stant; that he should be possessed of an 
uncommon degree of recollection and me- 


mory, a2 soundness of judgment, a temper 


not to be ruffled, and asuavity of manners,” 
It was unnecessary for bim to mention how 
peculiarly the right hon. gent. who bad 
been proposed was gifted with all these 
qualities. The recollection of those who 
liad known hin during the late sessions 
would supply abundant instances in which 
they had been conspicuously exerted. He 
might mention various other qualifications, 
but they had been alluded to by his right — 
hon. friend.. There was one with respect 
to which he could not avoid saying a word 
ortwo. He referred to those peculiar qua. — 
lifications which characterized the proposed 


speaker for what, by rather a misapplication 


of the term, was called Private Business. _ 
Certainly, compared with those great ques. 
tions which constantly occupied the atten- 
tion of the house, it might with propriety 
be denominated private business. The 
house was always engaged ‘upon subjects 
of national importance; but there were 


‘matters of private business, which, ale 


though they did not attract observation, 
were no less essential to the interests of 
the public. It was not merely the value 
of the property at stake, though it would 
excite astonishment if he were to state the 
amount of the property decided upon by | 


the committees of the house, but there 


was something in such decisions even of 
more importance than any pecuniary sum 
could give an idea of. It was, that the charac- 
ter of parliament itself was in a considera- 
ble degree concerned in the variety of ques- 
tions that arose concerning the property of 
individuals. Of those questions “he was 
well persuaded no person was better qua- 
lified to judge than the right hon. gent. 
who had been proposed as speaker. If 
those questruns were decided in a summary 
way, without a just sense of the impor 
tance of adhering to principles of law, 
he knew nothing that would be more likely 
to infuse into the public an alienation of 
mind with regard to the house of commons ; 
therefore it was desirable that the house of 
commons should be known and acknow- 
ledged as a place where the rights of the 
subject were always safe. It was equally 
important that the person in the chair 
should be considered as the guardian of 
the weak, and the protector of the poor. 
The opulent and powerful would attend to 
their own interests, but upon all questions 
where the private property, of individuals 
was concerned, whatever their situation 
might be, it was important and requisite 
that there should be a man to inspect and 
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Mwatch overthem, who would see that prece-fsions of admiration and esteem, was 
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dents were carefully adhered to, and the 
true principles of legislation not departed 
from. He had dwelt the more upon this topic, 
because he had witnessed the many instan- 
ces in which Mr, Abbot had applied his 
knowledge and experience to this desirable 
purpose, whereby he had sustained the 
character of parliament, and endeared the 
house of commons to the warmest affec- 
tions of the people of England. It was, 
therefore, with singular satisfaction he 
seconded the motion made by his right 
hon. friend ; and, as he had just observed, 
it was not from the ordinary habits of his 
life and pursuits that the house was war- 
ranted in conceiving he would fill the chair 
with ability and dignity, but from the ex- 
_ perience that he had done so already, and 
consequently would do it again. It was 
impossible not to know, that, even be- 
fore he had been raised to the chair, he 
had given a pleasing anticipation of the 
patriotic feeling by which he intended to 
he governed; that he had rendered servi- 
ces to the country, which must have en- 
deared him to the house ; that he had sat 
at the bead of a committee appointed 
to investigate and examine into all the 
- public offices of the kingdom, with a view 
to the adoption of a system of economy. 
’ For his own part, there was no man who 
considered with more satisfaction than 
himself the elevation of that right hon. 
gent. to the situation and rank of first 
commoner of the empire; but he should 
have contemplated it as a public robbery, 
if he had been placed there before he had 
had an opportunity of rendering to his 
country those services he had performed, 
and of pointing out to his successor the 
means by which similar honours were to 
be attained, and shewing him, that, in 
order to merit such a distinguished pre- 
eminence, he must become, like himself, 
an upright independent member of parlia- 
ment, the true friend to the constitution 
of the country, and the faithful guardian 
of the liberties of the people. It was for 
those qualities he had been raised to -his 
situation, that his principles might act with 
fuller effect.—He begged pardon of the 


house, for haying detained them so long ; 
but it was natural to expatiate upon a 
He had the satisfaction 
of knowing that he spoke to those who 
approved of the proposition of his right 
1 Tt was gratifying to him to 
feel that what was wanting in his expres- 


‘ pleasing theme. 


hon, friend. 
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more than made up by the universal, ap- 
probation of the house. This reminded 
him of another qualification, perhaps the 
most essential of all, and certainly one 
that could not be possessed by any person 
who had not filled the situation of speaker, 
‘It was not merely that the house had the 
experience of past years, but they knew 
that the right hon. gent, proposed. to ho. 
nour their chair would possess the confie 
dence and attachment of the house, and © 
nothing was of greater importance than 
that he should possess it. It was an as- 
surance that he would yindicate the right 
of parliament on the one hand, aud pre= 
yent the disposition of members to extend 
those rights too far, to the prejudice of 
other branches of the legislature. He had 
but one word more. ‘There was one qua- 
lity he possessed in a most eminent degree, 
It was, that at the same time he had 
shewn his love of public liberty, .true con- 
stitutional liberty, he had manifested a. due 
sense and proper regard of the privileges 
of parliament. He had shewn that true 
greatness of mind which impelled him to 
consider it as equally dangerous to ‘the con- 
stitution, that: the commons should, at- 
tempt to strain their privileges. beyond 
their due bounds, as that they should not 
assert them when they were. attempted to 
be violated. It required a great mind- to 
be invested with extensive powers, with 
out being, at the same time, disposed to | 
overstrain them. The house were sensible 
that the right hon. gent. was possessed of 
all these qualities, He therefore conclu, 
ded by saying, that to second the mo. 
tion of his right hon, friend, gave him the 
most perfect satisfaction, and the greatest 
possible pleasure. 
Mr. Abbot.—In rising to address the 
house this day, it is impossible for me not 
to feel the deepest sense of yratitude for 
the general favour and kindness with 
which this propesition has been received, 
Many, very many of the commendations 
which my honourable friends, by their 
partiality, have been pleased to bestow 
upon me, I dare not flatter myself with 
having merited; and although they are 
pleased to suppose that my former expes 
rience in the chair of this house may. afe 
ford an argument in favour of their choice, 
yet that same experience has left on my 
mind a very different impression; for lam 
persuaded that whoever aspires to under. 
stand and execute the duties of that high 
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and important office, will readily acknow- 
ledge its various difficulties, as well as 
his own insufficiency. - Nevertheless, cus- 
tom long established, and a just respect 
towards the house, forbid any person 
whose services have been already tried in 
that office from insisting or dwelling much 
at large on his own demerits. I do there- 
fore commit myself wholly to the pleasure 
of the house, with an earnest hope that the 
event of their choice may not be injurious to 
its interests, or detrimental to its honour. 
Mr. Abbot was then conducted to the 
chair by Mr. Bragge Bathurst and Mr. 
Wilberforce; and when seated therein, he 
again rose and thus proceeded :—Since ‘it 
has been the ‘pleasure of the house to 
place me again in this chair, I have to make 
my most grateful acknowledgements for 
this; proof of its high ‘and distinguish- 


ed confidence, and to assure the house, | 
that while’ I have the happiness to possess } 


that confidence, every moment of iny life, 
both within and without these walls, shall 
be constantly and faithfully devoted to its 
service.—The speaker having seated him- 
self in the chair, 

“Mr. T. Grenville rose and said, that on 
aa occasion so solemn and important as 
that of selecting a speaker, it had been 
not unusual to allow some of its members 
to express those sentiments which he re- 
joiced to see were so unanimous. He 
freely stated, that, on the present occa- 
sion, he did not feel it necessary to offer 
any apology for obtruding himself on ‘the 
attention of the house. If the business: 
they had so happily concluded had been 
ene which required high talents in the 
person who offered his congratulations, he 
should have known'himself better than to 
have offered a single observation ; but, in 
presenting himself the first to congratulate 
the house, he was’ only expressing those 
sentiments which were common to all who 
heard him. To have a strong sense, and 
to express it, of the benefit the country had 
_ derived from the right hon. gent.’s being 
placed in the chair; to augur happily of the 
future by the grateful recollection of the 
past; te anticipate the services the coun- 
try would receive; to indulge in the me- 
mory of those already conferred; to re- 
fiect that by his being placed in the situa- 
tion in which fortunately he was placed, 
the house would assure to itself the exer- 
cise of a'steady and temperate authority, 
an impartiality and integrity nut to be sha- 
ken, a rich fund of constitutional know- 


‘their attendance. 


ledge, and a just dispensation of those 


wise and enlightened opinions which actu- 
ated him—these were topics so pleasing to, 
dwell upon, so natural to expatiate upon, 
that he was persuaded the house would 
indulge him in pursuing such themes; 


‘but yet from those topies he felt himself 


reluctantly compelled to. abstain, When 
he recollected that the person who was 


the object of his eulogium, was the person 


he was addressing, he was compelled by 
motives of delicacy not to dwell upon the 


subject, grateful as it was to him. He 
ishould conclude by saying, that he did 
‘most heartily congratulate the house, the 
‘country, and the right hon. gent. himself, 


on the choice that had been made.—He 


‘then moved, that the house do adjourn, 
‘and the house adjourned accordingly, 
] 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, December 16. 
This day at twelve o'clock four of his 
majesty’s commissioners, namely, the lord 
chancellor, the ear} of Aylesford, ear} 
Spencer, and lord Walsingham, took their 
seats in the usual form, Mr, Quarme, 


‘the deputy usher of'the black rod, was 


sent to’ the house of commons to require 
A great number of the 
members of the house of commons, prece- 


‘ded by Mr. Abbot, in full dress, shortly af- - 
| terwards appeared at the bar, 


Mr. Abbot addressed the lords commis 
sioners as follows :—My lords, I have to 


acquaint you, that in comphance with the 


commands of his majesty, and in the exer- 
cise of their undoubted privilege, the com-+ 
mons of the united kingdom, in partiament 
assembled, have proceeded to the choice 
of a fitand proper person to fill the high 
and important situation of speaker to 


‘their house. As the object of that choice, 


[ now submit myself for the approbation 
of his majesty; with due and sincere humi- 
lity, deeply impressed with a sense of the 
inany and undeserved favours I have al- 
ready received from his hands, and full 

confident of my inadequacy to fulfil the 
duties of this high situation in a manner 
correspondent with the dignity and impor- 
tance of so sacred a trust. But of this I 
am convinced, that should his majesty 


conceive the present choice of his faithful | 


commons not ‘consistent with his own and 
the’ public interests, they will immediately 
proceed to the election of some more suit- 
able and proper person to fill that impor- 
tant and dignified situation. 
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The Lord Chancellor in. the name of the 
€ommission said, Gentlemen of the house 
of commons; We have it in command 
from his majesty to signify his most gra- 
cious approval of the choice you have made 
in the important appointment of speaker to 
your house. For my own part when I re- 
flect on the great and comprehensive ta- 
lents, oh the perfect acquaintance with the 
forms and precedents of parliament, of the 
gentleman whom you have honoured with 
your choice; when I reflect on that high 
character for learning and wisdom for which 
he is so pre-emineutly conspicuous ; it is 
unnecessary for me to say any thing further 
than merely to express that his majesty fully 
approves of the object of your choice. 

The then said,—My lords; His 
majesty having been most graciously pleased 
to confirm the choice of his faithful com- 
mons, my first duty, after returning my 
most grateful acknowledgements for the 
kind manner in which the performance of 
my duties have been accepted and ap- 
proved ; and after expressing the strong 
conviction I feel of the indulgence his ma- 
jesty has ever manifested to unintentional 
error, is to lay claim, in their name, and on 
their behalf, to all their ancient rights and 
privileges ; particularly that their persons, 
éstates, and servants, miay be free from ar- 
rest, and all molestation; that they may 
enjoy liberty of speech in their debates ; 
that they may have access to his majesty’s 

royal person, whenever occasion may re- 
quire; and that all their proceedings may 
receive from his majesty the most favour- 
able construction. For my own part, J 
do entreat, that whenever any thing in the 
shape of failing or error may occur, it may 
be attributed to myself only, and not to bis 
majesty’s faithful commons. 

The Lord Chancellor in his majesty’s 
name replied, that the accustomed privi- 
leges of the house of commons would be 
continued to them, and that the most fa- 
vourable construction would be put upon 
all their acts.—The commons then with- 
drew, after which the house adjourned 
during pleasure. At three the house again 

_ met, and sat till four, during which time 
several peers took the usual oaths and 
their seats, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, December 16. 

The Speaker came to the house at 12 
o'clock. Soon after this, Mr. Quarme, de- 
puty usher of the black rod, appeared at the 


bar, and summoned the house to the house 
of peers. 

The Speaker accordingly went up, fol- 
lowed by a number of the members. On 
their return he addressed the house thus : 
—I have to acquaint the house, that I have 
been in the house of peers, where his ma- 
jesty, by his commissioners, has been gra 
ciously pleased to approve and confirm the 
choice of this house, in the election they 
have made of me'to be their speaker, and 
that I have there laid claim, by humble pe- 
tition to his majesty, to all our ancient and 
undoubted rights and privileges ;..and 
more especially, freedom from all arrests 
or molestations, for ourselves, and our 
servants ; freedom of speech in debate, free 
access to his majesty’s royal person, as oc 
casion may require, and that all our pro- 
ceedings may receive the most favourable 
construction. All which his majesty has 
been pleased to allow in as full and ample 
a manner as has ever been done to any of 
my predecessors. And now I have again 
to return you my warmest and most 
grateful thanks for the bigh honour which 
you have been pleased to confer upon me, 
assuring you, that it is my purpose to act 
in all matters with the strictest impartia~ 
lity ; and | have, at the same time, to en- 
treat the house to afford me their constant 
support in maintaining the established 
rules and orders, all which have been found 
so necessary for the dignity of our pro- 
ceedings, and the dispatch of business. [I 
have now only further to remind the house, 
that the first thing to be done upon the 
present occasion, is, for the several meme- 
bers to take and subscribe the oaths of su- 
premacy, abjuration, and qualification as 
the law requires.—The speaker himself first 
took the usual oaths. e members then 
came to the table by parties, and were 
sworn in the usual manner. This business 
continued till 4 o’clock, when the house 
adjourned ll to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, December 17, and Thursday, 
December 18. 

On these days the lord chancellor took 
his seat on the woolsack at three, and the 
clerk continued to swear in thepeers till four. 

“HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, December 17, and Thursdav. 
December 18. 

At 1 o'clock the speaker came down to 

the house, Several members presest ‘cok 


| 
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the Oaths, and made and subscribed the 
Declaration, and took and subscribed the 
oath ‘of Adjuration, according to the laws 
made for those purposes; and such of the 


said membeis as are by law required to de- 


iver in to tlie clerk of the house an account 
of their Qualification, and to take and sub- 
scribe the oatli of Qualification, delivered 
in such account, and took and subscribed 


the said oath accordingly. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
. Friday, December 19. 

[Tue Lorps Commissioners’ 
This day at 4 o’clock, his grace the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the lord chancellor, 
the earl of Winchelsea, and earl Spencer, 
being robed, took their seats on the bench 
in front of the throne, and Mr. Quarme, 
deputy usher of the black rod, was then 
dispatched to order the attendance of the 
commois, who forthwith, with the speaker 
at their head, appeared at the bar. The 
royal commission, authorising certain peers 
therein named, or any three or more of 
them, to open the parliament, was then 
read. After which, the Lord Chancellor 


delivered the following speech to both 


houses. 
_ & My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

His majesty has commanded us to 
assure you, that in the difficult and ar- 
duous circumstances under which you are 
now assembled, it is a great satisfaction to 
him to recur to the firmness and wisdom 
of his parliament, after so recent an op- 
portunity of collecting the sense of his 
people.—His majesty has ordered the pa- 
pers which have been exchanged in the 
course Of the late negociation wit France, 
to be laid before you. His majesty has 
employed every effort for the restoration 
of general tranquillity, ou terms consistent 


- with the interest and honour of bis peo- 


ple, and with that inviolable foe faith 
towards his allies, by which the*conduct of 
this country has always been distinguished. 
—The ambition and injustice of the ene- 
my disappointed these endeavours, and in 
the same moment kindled a fresh war in 
Europe, the progress of which has been 
attended with the most calamitous events, 
—After witnessing the subversion of the 
ancient constitution of Germany, and the 
subjugation of a large proportion of its 
most considerable states; Prussia found her- 
self still more nearly threatened by that dan- 
ger, which she had vainly hoped to avert 
by so many sacrifices. She was therefore 


at length compelled to adopt the resolution 
of openly resisting this unremitted system 
of aggrahdisement and conquest. But nei- 


ther this determination, nor the succeed. — 


ing measures, were previously concerted 
with his majesty; nor bad any disposition 
been shewn to offer any adequate satisfac. 
tion for those aggressions which had placed 
the two countries in a state of mutual 
hostility.—Yet, in this situation, his ma- 


jesty did not hesitate to adopt, without ° 


delay, such measures as were best calcu- 
lated to unite their councils and interests, 
against the common enemy. The rapid 
course of the calamities which ensued, op, 
posed insurmountable difficulties to the 
execution of this purpose.—In the midst 
of these disastrous events, and under the 
most trying circumstances, the good faith 
of his majesty’s allies has remained unsha-~ 
ken. ‘The conduct of the king of Sweden 
has been distinguished by the most honour- 
able firmness. Between his majesty and 
the emperor of Russia, the happiest union 
subsists ; it has been cemented by reciprce- 
cal proofs of good faith and confidence ; 
and his majesty doubts not that you will’ 
participate in his anxiety to cultivate and 
confirm an alliance which affords the only. 
remaining hope of safety for the continent 
of Europe. 
“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

“© His majesty looks with confidence to 

your assistance in those exertions which, 


the honour and independence of your — 


country demand. ‘The necessity of adding 
to the public burthens will be painful to 
your feelings, and is deeply distressing to 
his majesty. In considering the estimates, 
for the various branches of the public 
service, you will best consult his majesty’s, 
wishes, by combining all practicable eco- 
nomy with those efforts which it is necese, 
sary to make aguinst the formidable and 
increasing power of the enemy. _ 
“ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
“ The long series of misfortune which 
has afflicted the continent of Europe, 
could not fail to affect, in some. degree, 
many important interests of this country, 
But, under every successive difficulty, his, 
majesty has had the satisfaction of wit-. 
nessing an increasing energy and firmness 
on the part of his people, whose uniform 
and. deterniined resistance has. been no 
less advantageous than lionourable to them- 
selves, and has exhibited the most striking, 
example to the surrounding nations. The. 
unconquerable valour and discipline of bis’ 
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majesty’s fleets and armies, continue to 
be displayed with undiminished lustre. 
The great sources of our prosperity ‘and 
Strength are unimpaired; nor has the Bri- 
tish nation been, at any time, more united 
in sentithent and action, or more deter- 
tinued to maintain inviolate the indepen- 
dence of the empire, and the dignity of 
the national character.—With these ad- 
vantages, and with an humble reliance on 
the protection of the Divine Providence, 
his majesty is prepared to meet the exi- 

. gencies of this great crisis; assured of re- 
‘ceiving the fullest support from the wis- 
dom of your deliberations, and from the 
tried affection, loyalty, and public spirit 
of his brave people.” 

The commons then withdrew, and the 
house atijourned for a short time to unrobe. 
Having again a8sembled, his majesty’s 
speech was read by the lord chancellor, 
and afterwards by the clerk at the table. 

The Earl of Jersey rose to move an ad- 
dress to his majesty. Iu thus rising to ad- 
dress their lordships for the first time, he 
felt himself in a situation of cousiderable 
difficulty, and hoped for their lordships’ 
indulgence. iu adverting to the topics 
contained in his majesty’s speech, the first 
‘to be noticed was, the negociation between 
this country and france. As the papers 
respecting this subject’ would shortly be 
Jaid on their lordships’ table, it would not 
now be regular to enter into any detailed 
discussion respecting the progress dnd re- 
sult of that negociation ; it must, however, 
be evident to their lordships, from what 
‘had already transpired, that the negocia- 
tion had broken off in consequence of the 
imperious conduct and exorbitant demands 
‘of France. “ His majesty, anxious that 
‘peace should be restored, if that could be 

_attained ‘consistently with the honour and 
“interests of the country, had ordered the 
‘commencement of a negociation, the main 
business of which was transacted by a man 
(Mr. Fox) than whom no one was more 
fit, whose great and comprehensive mind 
was admirably calculated to embrace all 
‘the interests of the country, whose candour 
and manliness of character were exhibited 
in the most striking manner, in the frank- 
“hess, the clearness, avd precision, with 
‘which ‘he communicated with the French 
“Bovernment, whilst, at the same time, he 
did ‘not yive up one jot of the interests or 
the ‘honour of «his country, but asserted 
“them with all the firmness and energy which 


‘so important an occasion required, ‘be’ 
i 


Vou. VII. 


negociation then commenced under the 
most favourable auspices, and, notwith- 
standing the lamented death of the great 
man to whom he had alluded, was carried 
on in the same spirit.. That it had failed 
in producing peace, was to be attributed to 
the enemy. We certainly had no right to 
expect, that the French government, under 
all the circumstances in which it was placed, 
would consent to any degrading conces~ 
sion; but we were in too proud a situation, 
and had too much reliance on our own 
energies, to consent to any humiliation : 
if the French government would not con- 
sent to treat upon equal terms, the fault 
was theirs. We had deeply to lament the 
heavy calamities which had fallen upon 
Prussia, bit, at the same time, it was no 
small sutisfaction to us, that the councils 
of Prussia had not been precipitated into 
rash measures bygthe advice or instigation 
of this country. It was scarcely possible 
for their lordships to find in all bistory an 
instance of a great power so totally over- 
thrown, he might almost say annihilated, 
in the course of a few days. Prussia, who 
had made sacrifice after sacrifice to France, 
apparently with the view of averting war, 
at length rushed precipitately into hosti- 
lities, and met with an unexampled fate. 
Her example would afford an awful lesson 
to other states, and would convince them 
that secutity was not to be attained by 
making humiliating sacrifices. It was, 
however, a source of great satisfaction that 
this country, when Prussia actually made | 
an effort against the common enemy, did 
not hesitate immediately to step forward 
to afford her every assistance which cir- 
cumstances would permit. ‘In the midst 
of the calamities which had occurred on _ 
the continent, it was highly gratifying to 
witness the conduct of the king of Sweden, 
who, whilst he had opposed the enemy by 
every means in his power, had displayed a 
firmness and an energy which conferred 
the highest honour on the character of that 
monarch. ‘The contemplation of the con- 
duct of our faithful ally, Russia, also af- 
forded the utmost satisfaction; nothing 
could be more gratifying than the close 
alliance which subsisted between this coun- 
try and Russia, an alliance, of her fidelity 
to which Russia had'given repeated proafs, 
and particularly in her tecent refusal to 
ratify the rash and inconsiderate act of her 
minister at Paris. ‘These instances of good 
‘faith on the part of Russia, were the more 


‘gratifying, that powerbeing how almost the 
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only ally of this country left, and therefore 
the cultivation of our alliance with her, 
became so much the more desirable. That 
in our present situation great sacrifices must 
be made, was evident, but when the great 
object we had in view was contemplated, 
these sacrifices must sink in the comparison, 
Ie was convinced that there was not a man 
who bore the envied name of a Briton, with 
all the blessings and privileges attached 
to that title, who would not cheerfully come 
forward to make those sacrilices which 
were required to maintain the honour and 
the dignity of the country, our laws, our 
constitution, and all that was dear to us, 
Let us, said the noble earl, rely upon oar- 
selves, and put forth all our energies. It 
was true we had, in the course of a twelve- 
month, lost two men of pre-eminent talent, 
but there was still ability amply enough 
left, to direct the energigs of the country 
with the best hopes offuliimate success, 
Ile bad no doubt that the parliament and 
the people would be unanittious in support- 
ing his majesty’s governnient by every ex- 
ertion in the prosecution of a war, until a 
peace could be obtained, consistent with 
the honour of the country, but which we 
could never consent to obtain by mzking 
humiliating sacrifices. ‘The valour which 
had continued to be displayed by his ma- 
jesty’s fleets abd armies, was an amply sufli- 
cient pledge of our superiority; our little 
army, if he might call it so, in Calabria, 
had bravely and victoriously sustained the 
British character, whilst our fleets bad 
every where maiutained their accustomed 
superiority. With all these advantages, 
and with the great sources Gf our prosperity 
and strength unimpaired, we tight look 
forward with confidence to the result. Re- 
dying upon ourselves, and united in senti- 
‘ment and in action, we might set our ene- 
my at defiance, and finally, he trusted, 


bring this great contest to a successful abd 


glorious issue. ‘The noble eur] concluded 
with moving, “ That an humble address 
to his majesty ;” which ad- 
dress was, as usual, an echo of his ma- 
jesty’s speech, and nearly the same as 
is day’s pro- 


page 39. After the address had been read 


by the lord. chancellor, and again by. the 
cler 


k at.the table, ; 
Lord Sumers presented himself to their 


_lordships... He rose, he said, to second 


the address ,which had been proposed by 


_ the noble earl.. Concurring as he did 


with the noble earl in the sentiments which 
he had advanced, he felt coisiderable diffis 
culty in following him upon the same 
grounds after the ability which the noble 
earl had displayed. It was his wish to 
support the present administration, con- 
ceiving, that though it combined different 
parties, those parties were united upon 
public and patriotic principles, and that it 
also combived so latge a portion of the 
talent and ability of the country, that 
every reliance might be placed upon their 
exertions. In noticing the topics adverted 
to in his majesty’s speech, he should 
scarcely be able, after what had been said 
by the noble eatl, to avoid repetition : he 
thought it, however; necessary in. secons 
ding the address, to comment briefly 
upon sume of thems With respect to the 
negociation, he would abstain from enter- 
ing into any discussion, as that. subject 
would come regularly before the house, 
when the papers respecting it were Jaid 
upon their lordships’ table. ‘The calamities 
which had befatlen Prussia were deeply to 
be lamented, although it was a consolation 
to us that this country had no share in pro- 
ducing them. It appeared to him, bowe- 
ver, that it was highly laudable in his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, the moment they found a 
disposition in Prussia to make an effort 
agitiust France, to seize the opportunity of 
ollering such support and such assistance 
to Prussia as circuristances might require. 
It afforded the greatest satisfaction to wit- 
ness the conduct of Sweden, and of our 
faithful ally Russiay of whose good faith 
we had received the most gratifying proofs. 
The valour of our fleets and armies was a 
theme for the highest praise, and bade us 
despise the threats of thé eneitiy, although 
no means ought to be omitted in order to 
gtiaid against a possible attack. In this 
point of view he higbly approved of the 
measures which his majesty’s ministers had 
brought forward for increasing the military 
force of the country, and although it had 
been said, that they had damped the spirit 
of the volunteers, he believed that very few 
of that bighly meritorious body of men had 
quitted their standards. At a crisis like 
the present, he trusted, that the house 
would set an example of unanimity, in 
pledging thetriselves to a firm and vigorous 
prosecution of the war. Our present si- 
tuation called for the exertion of all the 
energies of the country, with spirit and 
unanimity, and, he bad no doubt, that 
that spirit and unanimity would be dis- 
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played both by the parliament and the 
people. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, he should not 
think he had discharged his duty, if he 
allowed the address to pass without offerin 
some observations on the speech whiek 
occasioned it. Ile would first embrace 
the opportunity of expressing his satisfac- 
tion at the able manner in which the ad- 
dress was moved by the noble earl, of 
whose friendship he was lappy to boast. 
He agreed with his noble friend in every 
general sentiment which fell from him. 
They, as well as the manner in which 
they were delivered, called for the appro- 
bation of both sides of the house. No 
party-spirit should ever induce him to 
withhold his concurrence and applause 
from sentiments befitting the great crisis 
in which we were placed, and particularly 
when they were expressed by a nobleman, 
for whom he had the greatest personal 
regard. There were, however, circumstan- 
ces connected with the speech from the 
throne, to which he could not avoid cal- 
ling the attention of their lordships. ‘The 
first point upon which he should observe, 
was ole not openly mentioned in the 
speech, but indirectly alluded to ; he meant 
the dissolution of parliament. It was not 
his intention to question the king’s power 
to dissolve parliameut; that part of the 
prerogative he allowed in its fullest extent 
and plenitude, He adnjitted that it was a 
prerogative which was inherent tn bim iv its 
strongest seuse. If it were ‘possible that 
parliament could acquire legal permanence, 
for ever so short a time, independent of the 
crown, there would be no security for the nio- 
narchy. But this, like every part of the pre- 
rogative, should be exercised with a whole- 
some and sound discretion. If it should be 
found to have been exercised with levity, or 
without a due necessity, it was a measure 
for which ministers would incur a very 
weighty responsibility. What was there 
in the state of the country to have 
justified the late unexpected and prema- 


‘ture dissolution of parliament—of a par- 


liament which had only sat 4 sessions, and 
which had nearly three years to run? From 
the passing of the septennial act in the 
year 1715, almost 90 years ago, except in 
the precedent of 1784, upon which he 
should say a few words before he sat down, 
there was no instance of a parliament being 
dissolved under six sessions. ‘There was 
ho iustance, he would repeat his assertion, 
except a demise of the crown, and the one 


he had mentioned. The’ dissolution of 
1784 was one to which there could be no 
objection; it was unavoidable. At that 
time a misunderstanding subsisted between 
the crown and the house’ of commons, 
with respect to the government. When- 
ever such an unhappy difference did arise, 
there was byt one way of composing it ; 
either the crown must yield, or dissolve 
the parliament. But had any circumstance 
recurred tu justify the late dissolution? Far 
from: it; and-yet ministers, without a cause 
assigned, or indeed assignable, took upon 
them to advise «a dissolution, for no other 
object that he could discover, than that, to 
them, no doubt, a most urgent one, of 4 
little convenience. He could find no cause, 
except that which he had just stated, to 
warrant such a measure. The most pro- 
bable was, that of the rupture of the nego- 
ciation with Frauce; but Jet their lord- 
ships see how that-question stood. What- 
evér difference of opinion might have ex- 
isted with respect to many of the measures 
pursued by ministers, on no subject which 
ever engaged the attention of the country 
had there been such complete unanimity as 
in regard to supporting his majesty in the 
prosecution of the war, Upon other ques- 
tions there might have been a difference of 
opinion, but upon this vital subject there 
was none. Whatever shade of difference 
there was, was on the part of those who 
disapproved of the other measures of mi- 
nisters, ‘Their opponents were supposed 
to be more earnest for the prosecution of 
the war, than his majesty’s government 
was. “There was also another. measure of 
ministers, of which he could not approve ; 
he meant the Declaration which bad been 
issued pending the suspension ofparliament. 
The country. was not in a condition to judge” 
of that declaration, except it were accom- 
panied by the documents upon which it 


was founded. Ifthe rupture of the nego- | 


ciation overwhelmed ministers with any 
apprehension or difficulty, the fair mode 
would have been, not to have dissolved 
parliament, but to have called the existing 
parliament together, and submitted the 
whole grounds of the negociation to it. He 
would not accuse ministers of any inten- 


tion to deceive the country, but'the disso- | 


lution certainly had the effect of surprising 
it. In corroboration of what he had ad- 
vanced, he would only call‘ to their ford-- 
ships’ recollection, an address which had 
been published in the county of Norfolk, 
In that address a right’ hon. ‘gent. (Mr. 
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Windham), who was the last person in the 
world he should suppose capable of deceit. 
had told the county, that, as far as he 
knew, there was no intention to dissolve 


the parliament. Theconsequence was, that} 


the whele kingdom was led to believe that 
all reports. to that effect were unfounded 
aud premature. Subsequent to this a pro- 
clamation appeared, in which a day was 
fixed for calling parliament together for 
dispatch of business; and yet, notwithstand- 
ing these repeated assurances, a dissolution 
was announced, to the surprise and astonish- 
ment of the whole kingdom. ‘The persons 
who advised this measure had much to 
answer for.—Notwithstanding the silence 
of the speech, be could not avoid saying a 
few words upon the military measures to 
which the noble baron who preceded him, 
alluded with so much satisfaction. When 
the persoms composing the present admi- 
nistration, lamented the inadequacy of 
the measures of their predecessors, it was 
naturally to be expected that they had a 
system of more energy and efficiency to 
t what did, they do? They 
began with overturning the whole of the 
ancient system for keeping up the army ; 
they. proposed measures, the instantaneous 
effect of which was to damp thespirit of the 
volunteers; they proposed measures which 
were productive of an enormous expence. 
and which, he would venture to assert, had 
entirely disappointed even the expectations 
of those from whom they were supposed to 
originate. Ove of their measures, the 
Training act, was never carried into exe- 
cution ; nor an attempt was made to put it 
in force. He was glad there had not; for 
of that measure, which had been brought 
forward with so much parade, and upon 
which such reliance appeared to be placed, 
he had but one. opinion ; namely, that. it 
was either impracticable, or that it would 
ouly be.carried into effect;with a degree of 


vexation and inconvenience .totally repug-. 


nant to the natural feelings of the people. 
~—With. respect to the regular, recruiting, 
he wished. to know how far,the uew system 
had been more Benelucnine than that which 
was improvidently superseded it. 
What. there he had 
military measures produced ? it was noto- 
rious that, the military defence of the 
country was not vow pear so considerable 
as it was months ago, But all. these, 
notwithstanding the silence. of the speech, 
must be the subject of future discussion in 


Parliament.—here were also some other 
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topics not alluded to in the speech, to which, 
he should call the attention of their lord- 
ships. He would say nothing at present 
‘of the expeditions which sailed from the 
eneimy’s ports, two of which had committed 
such devastation in the West Indies; but 
he could not be silent on the subject of 
the expeditions which had been fitted out 
from this country, One of these remained 
three months in the Downs—a delay perfect. 
ly inexplicable to hin, but for which how. 
ever it was possible ministers, when the sub. 
ject came to be discussed, might be able to 
adduce sufficient reasons. Causes had been 
assigned for this delay by rumour which 
could scarcely become the subject of de« 
bate in that house, but to which he could 
not avoid alluding. It had been said that 
difficulties had arisen in consequence of 
the appointment of an officer to the chief 
command of a rank inferior to that from 
which officers for commands in chief were 
usually taken. This was a point which he 
could not argue in that house, but when 
such men as general Spencer, and sir Arthur 
Wellesley, officers who had been engaged 
in service in almost every part of the world, 
were passed over in order to give a command 
to an officer of inferior rank, it naturally 
excited some surprise, and might not ex- 
actly accord with the feelings of officers of 
superior rank, who had been engaged in a 
variety of service; not that he. meant to 
insinuate that the officer. appointed to the 
command to which he had alluded was not 
perfectly fitted for that situation by talents 
and military skill.—He would next come 
to the most material point alluded to in 
the speech from the throne, With respect 
to the disasters which bad fallen upon 
Prussia, he agreed with his noble friend, 
that. there could be but one feeling in the 
house, With respect to the cause of those 
disasters, it was impossible that any two 
men could differ. It arose from the nar- 
row policy in which Prussia had encircled 
herself. Had his Prussian majesty, or 
those who advised him, consulted history, 
they would have discoyered that they who 
lent their aid to have others devoured, 
would be at last devoured themselves. He 
approved as much as any of his majesty’s 
ministers, of the proceedings which had 
been adopted. towards Prussia on account 
of her unjust aggression pon Hauoyer, 
and the measures which she submitted to 
against the commerce of this country, He 
approved also of the manner in which we 


suspended our particular quarrel, when she 
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was on the point of being involved with 
France,, though be could not account for 
the delay which took place in communi- 
cating withher.. No direct communication 
with Prussia appeared to have taken place 
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than an attempt to entrap this: house, if; 
such an attempt could ever be successful,,. 
‘into. a general approbation of the past con~ 
\duct of government, or a promise. to 
port future measures without due delibera-. 


until hostilities were on the eve of com- 
mencing. ‘This was to him a subject of 
great regret. He lamented that a conmv- 
nication with her had not been opened 
sooner; that no disposition had been mani- 
fested to assist or encourage her, when it 
was evident thata war between her and 
France was not tobe avoided. It was not 
until October that ministers had thought 
proper to endeavour to open a communi- 
cation with Prussia, and the noble lord 
(Morpeth), to whom they confided this im- 
ortant mission, than whom they-could not 
lave selected one more proper, was, from 
the unhappy events which occurred, unable 
to fulfil it. They afterwards thought pro- 
per to send out w military mission, at the 
head of which was a noble lord(Hutchinson), 
a member of that house. This, however, 
was not until 3 weeks after the return of 
the noble person who had preceded him, 
at a time when it was uncertain whether 
this expensive military mission would be 
able to discover the Prussian head-quarters 
or even find out a port to land in. As to 
the negociation, he should say nothing upon 
it, until the papers were laid before parlia- 
ment. Whatever difference of opinion 
might exist as to particular. parts of it, with 
respect to the main question there could 
be but one general and unanimous senti- 
meéut, and that was to concur in giving his 
Majesty every support, that should enable 
him to prosecute the war with vigour and 
effect, As to the address proposed by his 
noble friend, it was not his intention, to 
give it any opposition, He assented to it, 
because it did not, pledge their lordships to 
any of those points, which might possibly 
become the subject of future enquiry. 
“Lord Grenville rose, and spoke to the 
following effect:—In asking your Jordships 
to support the dddress which has just 
been moved, I must begin by assuring your 
lordships, that if I claim for it that general 
approbation which I am confident it will 
obtain in this house, and throughout the 
whole country, it is precisely because it is 
free from that sort of ambiguity which the 
noble lord who just sat down has more than 
insinuated it possesses. The address has 
been conceived in terms which must appear 
to every one unubjectionable,and no conduct 
would, in my opinion, be more unworthy’ 


‘tion, But in fact this address pledges: your, 
Hordships to nothing but what appears, 
plainly on the face of it, and contains no~ 
‘thing which can preclude that free, fairy. 
and impartial discussion, which ought: to, 
take place on every great public question. 
When I have said this mach, I think [ bave: 
answered every word the noble lord has 
uttered in relation to the, subject. of the 
address. ith: respect to the other topi 
to, which the noble lord has alluded, if L 
can feel any difficulty in answering them, 
it is not on account of any argument which 
has been founded, upon them, but from the, 
impossibility of compreliending how they, 
can be brought to bear on the present ques- 
tion. However, laying, that consideration 
aside, since the noble baron has. thought 
fit to introduce these subjects, and has 
pressed them so strongly on your lordships* 
attention, I shall take the liberty of just 
briefly noticing them, The first point, in 
the order. of the noble baron’s speech, was 
a proposition which] was surprised to hear 
come from the mouth of any noble lord in 
this house, namely, that you should for i 


whether his majesty had been well or ill. 
advised in dissolving the last parliament 2 
I do not, my lords, mean to say, that the 
advisers of the crown are not responsible 
for the advice they give, and that their con- 
duct is not at all times liable to be ques- 
tioned by parliament ;. but this Ido say, 
that if there be any one branch of the royal 
prerogative on which your lordships ought 
to. exercise a peculiar reserve, it, is that 
which relates to the dissolution of parliar 
ment. When, however, the noble lord obr 
jected to that measure, [ did expect that 
he would have stated some reasons to prove 
that it was improper, before he thought of 
putting it on his majesty’s ministers, ‘to 
vindicate it. I shall not dispute the nob 
lord’s chronology, the accuracy of which 
am, however, not altogether disposed to ad 
mit. The noble baron, after a very'sole 
declaration of the inestimable value to the 
constitution of the prerogative vested in his 
majesty of dissolving, parliament, and of 
the free indisputable right which his ma- 
jesty has to exercise that right at all times, 
as not scrupled to enter into a long detail 
of reasons why the prerogative ought not to 
‘te been exercised, as it has recently 


thé exercise of a prerogative s0 clearly in- 


PARL, DEBATES, Dec. 19, 1806.—Tie Lords Commissioners’ Speech. (28 


been exercised by bis majesty. T should have 
been surprised at any noble lord in the 
house standing up in his place to question 


hérent in his majesty, and so indubitably’ 
useful; but that a nobje baron should, 
after a preface so magnificent as to the va- 
Jue of this prerogative, of its sacred qua- 
lity, of its being above ‘all question— 
make a direct charge against his majesty’s 
ministers for having advised the exercise of 
it, is really what T catinot reconcile with 
any rules of rational conduct. For inyself, 
sacred as I hold every prerogative of the 
crown, I feel that his majesty’s servants 
are answerable for the advice which théey 
give his majesty for the exercise, or for ab- 
staining from the exercise of every one 
of them. ‘In no case do I conceive the ex- 
ercise of this undoubted prerogitive to 
have been more wise, more salutary, or 
more attentive, on the part of his majesty, 
to the feelings of his people, than the disso- 
lution which lately took place. When a 
negociation, by which his majesty’s endea- 
vour to restore the blessings of peace, not 
merely to the people of Great Britain, but 
to the nations of Europe, had failed, it was 
surely a wise measure in his majesty to up- 
peal to the sense of his people, to refer to 
them the conduct of his servants, and 
thereby to call upon them to pronounce, in 
the eyes of the world, their sense as to the 
further prosecution of the contest. If at 
any moment of our history the exercise of 
this prerogative was wise, proper and dis- 
creet, it was upon the late occasion, und the 
empire has gained this great and important 
advantage from the measure, that the de- 
gree of unanimity which has been manifes- 

d by the people from one end of the uni- 
ted kingdom to the other on the subject of 
thé war, on the determination to persevere 
in the straggle, on the necessity of vigorous 
éxertions, and in the approbation of the 
steps which have been taken by his majes- 
ty’s servants, has given strength, conti- 
dence, and spirit to the government; and 

s given a noble example to’ the world of 
the vigour of a people who understand 
the blessings of independence, and who} 
are determined to maintain it. But the 
noble baron, after disclaiming all intention 
of disputing the right of his majesty to ex- 
ercise his prerogative at all times, without 
question, has not scrupled to say that, with 
the exception of one solitary tstance, it 
has not been exereised since the year 1715, 


baron’s chronology. I think that, upon 
looking back, he will find himself deceived 
in his calculation. But, however that may 
be, the fact of dissolution at periods of 6 
sessions, would totally destroy the reasons 
ing of the noble baron ; for if his majesty 
can thus dissolve unquestioned at the end 
of 6 sessions, when the legal period of the 
parliament is 7 years, he may as well exer- 
cise the’ right at the end of 4 sessions, 


Or, on the other hand, if his majesty, or. 


rather his ministers, are to be questioned 


when this prerogative is exercised oftener - 


than at intervals of six sessions, then the 
prerogative is no longer of the quality 
which the noble baron has extolled so 
highly—a prerogative to be freely used at 
all times wlien his majesty judges it neces- 
sary to the well-beiug, or to the safety of 
the constitution, ‘The noble haron’s rea- 
soning is not at all in ynison with his facts, 
and I think that if the noble lord will re. 
fresh his memory, he will find that his facts 
are not entirely in unison with history, 
Does not the noble lord know that there 
has been’ such a notion as triennial pars 
liaments since the period he quoted ? 
and does he not happen to know that last 
year, it was in the contemplation of a go- 
vernment with which be was personally 
connected, to dissolye the parliament at 
the end of three yeurs?—(hear! hear!) 
This | have heard, and | have reason 
to believe that the rumour is well-founded, 
The noble baron next adverted to some- 
thing which he wondered at not finding in 
the King’s speech. Something, it seems, 
he thinks should have been said on the im- 
provement of the military force of the 
country. fam ata loss to conceive what 
the noble ‘baron could have expected to 
be stated on this subject. The wise mea- 
sures which were adopted in the fast session, 
have been followed up with success througlie 
out the couniry, and nothing is now wished, 
but that the present parlameut would 
fae the full and free operation of the 
aws which have already beeti made. It 
is this proper and necessary perseverance 
which the country expects from parliament. 
With regard to thé measures which were 
repealed by the last parliament, it was’ a 
complaint against them, whether well or ill 
founded {| have not now to consider, that 
they were in general ineffivient; and it 
was admitted, that if they did occasionally 
add to our military force, it was at tle 


at shorter intervals than 6 years. ‘those principles and resources 


inclined to doubt the accuracy of the noble 
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_vice for 7 years, instead of a bondage for 


‘But the merit of that plan rests upon quite 
‘ another ground, aud it is of no importance 


‘or to enquire whether it has produced more 


the noble lord has favoured us with a long 
table of contents, of the various chapters, 


‘are to be asked, whether the military force 


‘noble lord proposes to view this question, 
If we mean, by the force for the defence 


our disposeable force, but upon the pru- 


sary for home defence’ under utier circus 
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on which the permanent strength of the 
country rests. The. measures, however, 
which were proposed.as the substitutes of 
those which have heen repealed, are not of 
this temporary nature, and are not to be 
judged by the success of the moment. 
With regard to the plan for limited ser- 
vice, it will be edad. that when it 
came under the consideration of your lord. 
ships, I did not hold out ary expectation 
of great immediate advantages being deri- 
ved from it. I then said of that important 
‘measure, that it never would have its full 
effect until the sight of a soldier impressed 
upon the peasant’s miud the idea of a ser- 


life. In this opinion I still remain, and I 
must pow say, that whether it has yet 
been successful or not, he knows little of 
human nature, and entertains views much 
too varrow fur a statesman, who founds 
aby argument on the result of the opera-, 
tion of this measure within the few months 
since it began to be tarried into effect ; 
but the house will recollect what was the 
effect of the measure which was repealed, 
‘to make way for the plan of limited ser- 
vice. When its inefficiency was objected 
to at the end of 9, of 12, and even of 
i8 months, we were still desired to wait, 
and assured that its operation was only 
‘commencing, and would rapidly improve. 
Is it not rather singular then, that we 
should now, at the end of a few months 
only, be called upon to give an account of 
the success of the plan for limited seryice? 


to form an average calculation of its result, 


men in obe month than in another.—I 
shall proceed now to the next topic; for 


which are to be brought into discussion in 
the course of the session. It seems, we 


for the defence of this country, is not now 
less than it was at some former period, | 
do not understand, however, how the 


of the country, the number of troops in 
this island, that umber, it is obvious, 
ought to depend not upon the amouiit of 


dent use which may be made of it. A 
greater number of troops might be neces- 


stances; but if the noble lord wishes to 
institute a comparison with respect to the 
general force of the British empire, I can 
assure him, that that force is at this mo- 
ment larger than itever was at any former 
period. With respect to the volunteers, 
[ am far from concurring with the noble 
lord in the observations he has made on 
that description of force. Tlie regulations 
which were adopted for that description of 
force, were calculated for its improvement, 
and I cannot admit, that any thing which 
has been done by parliament, has had a 
tendency to damp their spirits, or check 
their patriotic ardour. Toe noble baron 
has remarked, that he has not heard of the 
Training bill having been any where put in 
force: if he means by put in’ force, that 
the men sre not yet trained, it certainly, 
according to his ideas, is not in force, for 
the preparatory measures must necessa- 
rily occupy a considerable time before the 
training can commence; and I am sure, 
that to any one who is acquainted with 
the nature of the militia laws of this coun- 
try, the delay, which is unavoidable in a 
measure of this kind, can create no sur- 
prise. The act, however, has, begun to 
operate ; and I can assure the noble lord, 
that there is not a corner of the country 
in which it has not already been acted 
upon.—Tbe next topic which the noble 
lord adverted to, was very remarkable. 
He thinks that his majesty should have. 
been advised to tell you (an advice, by-the- 
bye, which I think his majesty would not 
have been easily prevailed upon to adopt) 
that a French fleet had escaped from a 
port of France, and returned safely to that 
country. In pointof fact, no French fleet 
has returned safe to port, and I am therefore 
at a loss to conceive why the noble lord 
should wish his majesty to. make such a de- 
claration. As to the escape of the French 
squadron, to which the noble lord alluded, 
from port, I shall not enter into any dis- 
cussion upon that point; but if he asks 
what measures were taken to intercept it, 
I will tell him that every exertion was 
made for that purpose. Can the noble 
lord point out any time at which a French 
fleet ever was so vigilantly pursued, ei- 
[ther with respect to the total amount of 
the force, or to the number of detach- 
ments employed against it? If no instance 
of equal exertion to overtake an enemy’s 
squadron can be found, this chapter of his 
enquiries will not suit the puspose of the 
noble lord m a tu:ure ested of tLe sessl0L. 
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‘But his majesty has sent out expeditions at: 
‘an improper season of the year! ‘he noble: 
‘Jord, pérhaps, wishes that his majesty should. 
‘tell him why and where he has sent these 
‘expeditions; for until he is made acquainted 
‘with those circumstances, all his arguments 
‘respecting the period of sailing can ‘have 
‘no weight. ‘The noble lord has also objec-' 
“ted to the appointment of certain comman- 
ders of ‘these expeditions; but I must ap-; 
to ‘him, whether -he really thinks that 
‘a subject which is'fit to be discussed in this, 
‘house? Would it ‘be becoming or consti- 
‘tutional in your lordships to enter into an, 
‘investigation of the talents of certain offi- 
“eers, and to enquire whether A, B, or C, 
“ought to be appointed to a particular com- 
“mand? If, ‘however, the objection of the 
noble ‘lord is only to the rank, not to the 
“want of experience or talents in the person 
“to whom he has alluded (General Craufurd), 
‘ft is certainly very ill founded; peculiar 
«circumstances in the life of that officer have 
precluded him ‘from the rank to which, by 
“his merit and services, he was justly enti- 
‘tled. Ifthe noble Jord thinks that it ought 
“to’be established asa principle, that none 
“but officers ‘holding a certain rank ought 
to ‘have the command of an expedition, | 
‘would wish him to turn to the page of 
‘Wolfe or of Nelson. ‘Had such a priuciple 
‘een regarded by my lord St. Vincent, we 
“perhaps, should not this day have had to 
‘glory in the battle of the Nile. Is there any 
nein this house who will say that this or 
that officer.in’lord ‘St. Vincent's ‘fleet, who 
held superior rank to lord Nelson, ought 
to’ have'been sent in pursuit of the French 


_ “expedition to Egypt, or give avote of cen- 


-surefor the preference which was given to the 
vhero, ‘by whom the great victory of the 
“Nile was achieved ? t it not, therefore, 
~be said, that the officer alluded to is unfit 
“tocommand on account ofbis rank. I can. 
‘venture to pledge myself that his appoint- 
‘ment will never disgrace those by whom 
“he was chosen, nor prove disadvantageous 
to any service‘on which he may be em- 
“ployed.—I must now take notice of what 

‘fallen ‘from ‘the noble ‘lord respecting 
“Prussia. I assure ‘him ‘he is very much 
~misinformed if ‘he ‘supposes that, previous 
‘to' the mission of lord Morpeth, there exe 
-isted any means of communication between 
»this country und Prussia. This assurance 
“I must repeat so as not to be misinder- 


, stood: from the moment of his majesty’s 


‘Declaration against -Prussia, until ‘Jord 
Morpeth proceeded to the contivent, there 


remained for his majesty’s government no 
means of communicating or of acting in cons 
cert with Prussia, At the same time, had 
there been any disposition in the court of 
Berlin to communicate with this country, 
means were not wanting for that purpose on 
its part. ‘The Prussian minister was encou. 
raged to stay until the end of August, when 
he was recalled by his court purposely that 
the communication through him might no 
longer exist. The noble lord then surely 
does not mean that we ought to have sent a 
minister to Prussia, when we knew there was 
no disposition in the cabinet of that country 
to receive him. ‘The plain fact is,that Prussia 
had gone on from year to year, from month 
to month, and at last from week to week 
under. the same illusion as to her safety 
from France, and stili pursuing the same 
selfish policy, until she found that she was 
placed in a situation of the most imminent 
danger. Then she displayed as much pre- 
cipitancy as she had before evinced of in- 
difference to the fall of Europe, and acted 
with that want of caution which had brought 
on all her disasters. If I state this much 
respecting Prussia, it is not for the purpose 
of reproaching that power, vor for drawing 


a parallel between her conduct and that of, 


other countries. But as observations on 
this subject have been made for the pur- 
pose of withdrawing the confidence of the 
people of this country from his majesty’s 
ministers, it becomes a duty I owe to my 
own character, and to the character of those 
with whom I act, to throw off all disguise, 
and to avoid those imputations which con- 
cealment only could sanction. At the first 
moment when there appeared a serious dis- 

sition in Prussia to co-operate with 
Russia against the common enemy, his’ 
majesty’s ministers thought it their duty to 
shew that this country would not be want- 
ing in fidelity to its ally, or in any efforts 
which might be advantageously made for 
the support of the general safety of Europe. 
—But with this subject I have done, except 
as to one point, which I feel I ought to ad- 
vert to in justice to the character of others. 
It has been asked, why lord Morpeth 
was not sent on his mission until Octo- 
ber, or if it was right not.to send him 
until then, why did he not remain—why 
did he return in November? Why ‘he 
was not sent until October, J think I have 
‘already suffitiently explained; and as to 
the reason of his return, I must ask, why 
ought he to have remained ? The ‘king of 
Prussia ‘did not remain, lis army did not 
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remain. Is it thought that ‘lord Morpeth 
ought, merely for the glory of the ‘affair, to 
have staid on the field of battle? The 
fact however, is, that not only before the 
battle of Jena, but even after it, lord Mor- 
cet it impossible to get any satis- 
lactory answer from @he king of Prussia or 


‘his ministers on the subject of ‘his mission. 


— With respect to the late negociation at Pa- 


‘ris, the noble lord has, I think, very properly 


declined’ to enter into any discussion on it. 
He was right in abstaining from any ob- 
servations on’ a subject which will soon 
come regularly under the consideration of 
parliament; and I am perfectly disposed 
to follow his example. All I shall say is, 
that I am fully convinced there is not one 
individual in or out of parliament by whom 
peace is desired on any other terms but 
those which shall be bieotrabita to the 
country itself, and strictly consistent with 
that fidelity which we owe to our allies. 
If this proposition be true, as I conceive it 
is, then I-rely, for the justification ‘of his 


_majesty’s government,’ on the conclusion 


to be drawn from its application to the 
pees which will soon be laid on the table. 

hatever inclination some persons may 
evince ; whatever ‘efforts may be made to 
place his majesty’s servants in an’ unfa- 
vourable light, and to produce false im- 
pressions respecting their conduct, I am 
sure there now prevails throughout the 
country a union of sentiment and feeling 
hitherto unexampled in any nation. The 
people are convinced that the times ure 
critical, and that the dangers they have to 
encounter are great ; but they are also con- 
vinced that it is only by their own valour 
and resolution that these dangers can be 
They are convinced, by con- 
templating the ruin of that great fabric, 
whose demolished fragments are now em- 
ployed to injure-us, that it is only by 
energy and firmness that this country can 
be saved from a similar ruin ; they are con- 
vinced, that it is not by yielding to their 


enemy, but by resistance, that they can 
‘have any chance of salvation; they are 


convinced, that if, afterall their efforts, they 
should at last sink under the contest, they 
would, even then, have the satisfaction of 
avoiding the self-reproaches which those 
faust feel, who, while they were degrading 


‘and humbling themselves before their 


enemy, returned nothing but insults and 
Aggressions where conciliation-and gratitude 
was due, and yet, notwithstanding ‘all their 
shameful submissions tiliationg 


tg and “ho 
fou, VIII. 


have not the less been overwhelmed and 
trampled on by the common foe of Europe. 
To ‘have fallen after a manful and bonour- 
able struggle, would haye been glorious to 
Prussia, but her conduct will never be imi- 
tated by this country, which, in spirit as 
well as resources, is fully competent to the 
contest iri which she is engaged. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in explanation, begged 
leave to observe, that not a word had fal- 
len from him in the least disrespectful to 
lord Morpeth: on the contrary, he had 
the highest opinion of that noble lord’s © 
merits ; and was fully convinced that in the 
execution of his mission he had used every 
endeavour that was compatible with the na- 
ture of his instructions. 

The Earl of Radnor. rose just as the 
question was about to be put, to suppest 
that a clause or an amendment should be 
incorporated in the address, for the purpose 
of expressing how much their lordships 
condoled with his’ majesty, in consequence 
of the loss his majesty’s family had recently 
sustained on the continent, by the lamented 
death of that illustrious man, their near 
relation, the duke of Brunswick. This 
was a mark of respect, which he thought 


‘due to the royal family. 


Lord Grenville said, that the subject to 
which the noble earl had alluded had alrea- 
dy been under his. consideration, and he 
had consulted the Journals in order to be 
satisfied how he ought to act, and he was 
convinced that such @ proceeding as that 
suggested would be contraty to the us 
of parliament. From his examination 
appeared, that there was no instance of - 
an address of condolence being presented 
to the sovereign on the death of a relative. 
not born in this country, except one to | 
queen Anne, on the decease of her hus- 
band, prince George;of Denmark; but 
that was & particular case. It was of im- 

rtance that the usual ceremonial of par- 
iament should not be departed from ; for 
if an address was in the present instance 
resorted to, the exclusion of others from a 
similar compliment would appear a sort of 

The Earl of Radnor said he was pef- 
fectly satisfied, since he knew that his ma- 
jesty’s ministers had considered the sub- 
ject: He was only afraid it might have es- 
‘caped their aitention, 
The question was then put on the m 
tion for an pert which was carried nem. 


diss., committee was appointed to pre. 
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mittee retized pro f 


troops under his command, for the glo- 


rious victory obtained by them, in Calabria. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, November 19. 
At 4 


zed by virtue of his majesty’s commission, 


xequired the immediate attendance of the 
commons in the house of peers, to hear 


the commission read. The speaker, and 


nearly all the members present, attended. 
On their return, the speaker having decla- 


red that the clerk of the house had, ac- 


cording to custom, prepared a bill to pre- 
yent clandestine outlawry, the bill was 
Tead a first, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time. The grand committees for re- 
ligion,. for grievances, for courts of justice, 


‘and for trade, and the committee of pri- 


Vileges; were appointed, and the due pow- 
‘ers given to them. The customary. reso- 


lutions relative to the term of limitation 
for, petitions, complaining of undue re- 


.turns to the internal regulations of the 


house, &c. were passed. 


Lonps Commissioners’ Srzeca.] 


“The Speaker reported, that the house 
been at the House of Peers, at. the 
desire of the Lords Commissioners ap- 


pointed under the great seal, for opening 


_and holding this present. parliament; and 


that the ford high chancellor, being one of 


_ the said commissioners, made a speech to 
“poth houses of parliament, of which, to 


prevent mistakes, he had obtained a 


copy. He then proceeded to read the 


speech from the chair, for which we refer 
the 
the 


‘to our report of the proceedings of 
house of lords, (see _p, 15), 
_ ‘speaker had finished reading the speech, 


“viscount Melbourne) rose. He said, that 
unfortunately the gloom cast, over the 
meeting of parliament by the continua 


tion of the disturbance of that system, 


m retised pro formd, and returned.with: 
the. address, which, being. adopted by the 
house, was ordered to be presented to his 
majesty to-morrow, by. the lords with 
white, staves.—-On the motion of lord 
Grenville, lord, Walsingham. was ;re-ap- 
pointed chairman, of the committees of the 

ouse.—Lord Grenville gave. notice, that 
on, Monday, next he would.move the thanks 
of the house to sir John Stuart, and the 


At 4 o'clock, Mr. Quarme, yeoman 
usher of the black rod, appeared at. the 
bar, and in the name of. the lords authori- 


no means ,either novel or extraordinary; 
a disturbance, which sufficient experience 
had ascertained, went to the complete de. 
struction of ancient. and venerable estates, 
at least to a degradation of them so hum 
liating as. to leave little choice between 
that and their compjgte destruction. But, 
although every successive disaster prepared 
the mind in some measure for the present 
state of affairs ; yet it was not without the 
utmost awe and inquietude that we could 
behold the period, .so long menaced, at 
length arrived: a period when the power 
jof the enemy was predominant and unlir 
|mited over the greater part of Europe, 


of two powerful allies, was left unsup- 
ported.and compelled. to rely for its secu. 
rity.on those resources, on which, he 
was confident, we might rely implicitly— 
the natural courage and the unparalleled 
spirit of the people. It was impossible, 
therefore, not to.consider the meeting of a 
new British Parliament, under such trying 
and arduous circumstances, as a most 
important. event. Their deliberations 
would be looked to by their country, by 
their enemy, and by their allies, with the 
utmost anxiety. By their country, with 
the expectation that their proceedings 
would be distinguisbed by consistency and 


disappointed as he trusted it would prove 
—that in their councils might be detected 
an auspicious prognostic of alarm, waver- 
ing,, and disunion; by their allies, with the: 


co-operation.-In his majesty’s most. gra- 
cious. speech, which had just been read 
from the chair, their attention was princi- 
pally drawn to two topics. The-first was the 
fruitless Negociation. with France. No- 
thing could be further from his intention 
than to touch on any subject which in the 
remotest degree might tend to revive poli 
tical differeuces, now almost lost in the di- 


interested; but he thought, without any 


that system came into. power, it was ata 
time when their hopes of carrying that 
system into effect must haye been conside- 


with France, and of the mediation, of 


enjoyed the | other, powers, to produce that event, it 


and when Great Britain, with the exception . 


resolution; by their enemy, with the hope— 


anticipation of increasing confidence and. 


sastrous eyents in which we were so nearly. 


hazard of such a revival, he might say, - 
whether the pacific system so. strongly re-. 
commended during the last war was prac- - 


i _|ticable or not, that when the advocates for 
The Hon. William Lamb (son of lord 


rably diminished. In the event of peace ~ 
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. Under these inauspicious circumstances, so 


“majesty to take advantage of the opening 


_ with all its calamities and burthens, to a 
peace which, by the abandonment of our 
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that we: should be strong ourselves, and 
backed by strong and formidable allies and 
mediators; to whom we might make an ef- 
fectual appeal, and from whom we might 
expect effectual assistance. ‘To go to war 
might be merely the effort ef despair, but 
to become a mediator and ag abritrator 
among nations, required strength to sup- 
port the award. \1t followed, therefore, 
that although at an earlier period France 
might have been successfully resisted by 
the pursuance of a pacific system, yet it 
became a far different case when so many 
rivals lay at her mercy ; when their resour- 
ces were exhausted; when their territo- 
ries were dismembered; when their ar- 
thies were overcome; and when their spi- 
rits were abashed and dismayed before the 
overwhelming superiority of France.— 


little calculated to produce a pacific dispo- 
sition on the part of France, or to soe 
a corresponding inclination on the part of 
other powers; under these inauspicious 
circumstances, the negociation was begun. 

It was begun because ministers advised his 


presented by the enemy; because it was 
deemed advisable to endeavour to put a 
stop to those encrozchments of which ex- 
perience had too faually shewn that a state 
of hostility was the increaser; and be- 
cause it was so desirable an object to col- 
lect what might be termed the relics of the 
continent, and by peace give to various 
powers the opportunity of recruiting their 
strength, with a view to futare exertions 
for self-liberation from the oppression un- 
der which they groaned... But it was soon 
discovered that if any peace consistent 
with the honour of this country could be 
made, France would soon find it her inte- 
rest to break it, or at least to indulge in far- 
ther aggrandizements, which must eventu- 
ally lead to its rupture. Hismajesty’s mi- 
nisters, therefore, having, in the first place, 
so far relied. on the good sense of the 
people of this country, that they would 
not allow themselves to. be buoyed ‘up by 
false hopes, made the attempt at pacifica- 
tion ; but finding that those terms alone on 
which a “peace. ought to be concluded, 
could not be obtained, they preferred war, 


allies, must eventually prove more destruc- 
tive to the country than successive years of 
active warfare. This attempt, however, 


aufliciently shewed the pacific disposition 


of Great Britain, and the restlessness afid’ 


inquietude of France. His’ majesty ‘had 
been graciously pleased to order’ the papers 
relative to the negociation to be laid on ‘the 
table of the house. It would therefore te 
premature to enter into. any minute’ dis- 
cussion of the subject, ‘but assuredly; 
enough had appeared in the partial ‘state- 
ment of the-enemy to prove the equivoca- 
tion, the insincerity, and’ the ‘subtlety to 
which they had the meanness to resort, 
and the true wisdom, the ability, and the 
plain manly good sense, by’ which 
equivocation, that insincerity, and that 
subtlety were combated. Enough had 
been discovered to make the’ house confi- 
dent, that when the whole of the transac- 
tion was fairly on the table, it would indus 
bitably appear that the best means had 
been taken for security against the further 
agerandisement of the enemy; that’ no- 
thing had been abandoned whith ought t@ 
have been retained; that ghe interests, 
neither of the continént, nor of our own 
country, had been endangered ; and’ that 
not a particle of honour had been ¢om- 
promised. On this high ground, having 
made every reasonable’ concession for 
peace, yet at the same time, maintaining 
the dignity of Great Britain unimpaired, 
ministers had a right to claim their most 
honourable reward, the support of that 
house and the approbation of their coun- 
try. The failure of the negociation had, 
it was too well known, produced a series 
of most disastrous events, succeeding - each 
other with unexampled rapidity. In‘ the 
present state of circumstances, it was ui- 
necessary, perhaps it might be ungenerous, 
to comment op, the conduct of Prussia, 
which had led to that state ; but at least, 
it was some satisfaction to know, that how= © 
ever desirous the British government might 
be to afford every assistance to the king of 
Prussia, they were in no degree responsible 
for the proceedings at the commencement 
of the Prussian war,’ or for the manner in 
which that war was carried on, If our 
eyes were directed to another quarter, i 
would reasonably be permitted us to ho 
that although Russia might not be able to re- 
conquer kingdoms, and re-establish thrones ; 
she might yet have the power of setting-a 
boundary to that inordinate ambition which 
had swallowed up every government within 
its reach: From’ the contemplation of 
foreign affairs, which he allowed was. com 
paratively ‘painful, he would tuth to that 
had afforded, which did ates, 
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a most pleasing picture; a picture, which 
the contrast rendered more pleasing: -he 
meant the internal state of Great Britain. 
On the blessings which we. enjoyed, it was 
unnecessary to expatiate; they were justly 
understood, they were fully appreciated, 
they. were warmly and enthusiastically be- 
loved, not by that house alone,-or by-the 


_ superior classes of society, but by a great 


majority. of the meanestand most illiterate 
of the people... Dearer did the.menaces of 
the enemy render these blessings; not- 
withstanding ;that the acknowledged supe- 


Fiority, of our navy,.the bravery of our, 
and the bigh aod united spirit of our 
population; warranted us in setting those 
menaces.at defiance. As to the enemy’s 

.  &ttempts to destroy or injure the commerce 


of Great Britain, ‘he flattered himself, that 
those hopes would be completely disap- 


_ pointed; and that, secure in our capital 


our credif, we might deride the vain 
sm of an implacable foe. . Adverting to 
that part of his majesty’s. speech, in which 
the necessity of enduring great burthens 
was lamented, he observed that, deeply as 
the weight of those burthens must be felt, 
he was convinced that with that feeling 
would. be mingled throughout the country 
a firm-conviction of the necessity which ex- 
isted of imposing them, of bearing them. 
with good humour, and of asaking those 


sacrifices which, under the present circum- 


stances, a.great nation was called upon .to 
make. With these advantages, he could. 
not believe that the house would, for a mo- 
ment, hesitate in adopting the only line of 


_ conduct which, as it appeared to him, they 


could with propriety purgpe, namely, to 
pledge themselves to meet the exigencies 
of this, great crisis with firmness, and to 
make provision for calling the strength of 
the country into energetic exertion. We 

ight, then oppose the enemy with a con- 
te not vague or baseless, but founded: 
on the solid grounds of a real and ex. 


 fensive force, directed by experience and 


Wisdom, and determined to-fight to the last 
éxtremity for the happiness and honour 
which Great Britain had to preserve, and 
against the misery and disgrace which she 


had toavert.—The hon, gent.concludedwith 
shoving, Thatan humble address be presen- 


ted to his majesty, to return his majesty the 
thanks of this house, for the ‘most gracious 
speech which the lords commissioners have 


to .us by bis majesty’s command to 


|mons embrace, with the utmost satisfaction, 


the first opportunity of hambly testifying 
to his majesty those sentiments of duty 


government, and of zeal.for the honour of 


nions; which will uniformly direct all their 
proceedings :—To offer to. his majesty our 
humble thanks for having directed to: be 
laid before: us copies of the papers which 
have been exchanged in the course of the 
late negociation, with. France, which we 
will not fail to take intoour most serious’ 
consideration > to express to his majesty 
our firm conviction, that a general and pers 
manent tranquillity can only be established: 
on terms ecousistent -with the |honour of 
his majesty’s-crewn, with the- interests 
his loyal people, and. with that inviolable. 
good faith towards his majesty’s allies, by 
which the conduct of this- country ‘has’ 
.always been distinguished :—That we deep- 
ly and sincerely regret, that his::majesty’s 
benevolent endeavours to obtain this de+ 
sirable end should have been disappointed), 
and that, in the same moment, a fresh war 
should have been kindled in Europe, the 
progress of which has been attended with 
the most calamitous events :— That: we 
learn, with regret, that no adequate satis» 


Prussia for those aggressions which) had 
placed the two countries in a state of mu« 
tual hostility ; but that we sincerely applaud 
bis majesty’s: generous resolution to adopt 


to.unite the councils and interests of the 
two powers against the common etiemy :== 
That we obsetve,. with sincere pleasure, 
that, in the midst of the disastrous events 
which have followed, and under the most 
trying circumstances, the good faith of his 
majesty’s allies has remained unshaken ; 
that the conduct of the king of Sweden has 
been distinguished by the most honoutable 
firmness; and that the happiest union cons 
tinues to subsist between his majesty and 
the emperor of Russia:—That we trust 
these reciprocal proofs of good faith will 
have the happy effect of strengthening and 


confirming an alliance which affords the. 


best remaining hope of safety for the cons 
tinent of Europe:—That, whilst we ac# 
knowledge, with gratitude, the gracious @x« 
pressions of concern with which his»mas 
jesty observes the necessity of adding to 
the public burthens, and sincerely partake 
in-the same sentiment, we humbly beg leave 


faction had been offered to bis majesty by 


such measures as might be best calculated . 


DEBATES, Duc. 19; 1806,-The Lorde Speech. 


rand attachment to his majesty’s person and’ 


his crown, and the-interests his 


4 
. 

tl 

w 

ti 

te 
it 

8 

h 

4 

a 

a 

b 

t 

s 

I 


and which he trusted, ever. would 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


PARL, DEBATES, ‘Dic. 19, 1806... The Lords Commissioners’ Speech. 


. gH ‘oecasions, carefully keepin view the 
wishes which his-majesty’s paternal good- 
_ ness’ has induced his majesty to express, of 
combining «all practicable. economy «with: 
those efforts which. itis necessary to make 
against the formidable and increasing power 
of the:'enemy :—That we: are impressed 
with thedeepest sorrow at the long: series 
of misfortune which, bas afflicted the con- 
tinent of Europe, and which could not fail 
tovuflect ‘in some degree, many important 
interests of this country ;. but that we ob- 
serve, with the: truest pleasure, that the 
great’ sources of~our national prosperity. 
have remained unimpaired-:-That we feel 
the utniost confidence, that; under every 
_ difficulty, his majesty will still have the sa- 
tisfaction of witnessing an increasing energy: 
and: firmness on the partof* his people; 
and’ that the valour and discipline of. his 
majesty’s fleets and armies will continue to 
be displayed with the same undiminished 
lustre which has distinguished them daring 
the whole of the present contest:—That, 
with these advantages, and with an humble 
but firm ‘reliance on the protection and 
support of Divine Providence; we are’ pre- 
pared’ to’ ‘meet alb the exigencies of the 
present crisis; and to second, to the utmost 
of our’ power, the paternal efforts of bis 
majesty, to secure the honour and inde- 
petidence of the British crown, -.and» the 
proeperity and freedom of his brave and af- 
fectionate 
Mr. John Smith, in rising to-second the 
_ address, observed that, in the present crisis, 
and-at a period so big with new and extra- 
ordinary events; the satisfaction which his 
mhajésty was' pleased to express at meeting 
his - parliament, must be equally felt by 
every~member of that house ; for there 
hover Was'a moment. when - the “collective 
_ wisdom of parliament was more imperiously 
cealled for, than in the present unexampled 
state of public affairs: and he was persua- 
ded ‘that the deliberations’ of that house 
_ Would beso ‘conducted as to merit the 
Confidence which his majesty had ‘been 
graciously pleased to repose in them. The 
house must see’ with concern. that his ma- 
jesty’s recent endeavours 'to restore peace 
| * tohis subjects; had been disappointed by 
the failure of the late negociation; and 
they miust recognize in this proceeding of 
his majesty, the: same benevolent disposi- 
tioty which’ had'so often Jed his majesty in 
‘Circumstances equally discouraging, «to 
eave no means to” put an-end ‘to 
the-calatmities of war—-EHis majesty having 


ordered the papers relative to the late 
gociation to’-be laid before the house, 
would be premature to enter into the dis+. 
cussion’ of the subject. They.would, 
course, have an early. oppostunity of doing 


so. . But from the state ofithat transaction, 


published by the enemy, false and .mutila+ 
ted as it had been; he thought he might, 
venture to. pronounce, thatthe good faith, 
sincerity, and plain. dealing of those noble! 
persons to:whom his majesty entrusted the 
conduct of the negociation, were ‘no lest 
conspicuous than: the insincerity, ‘double: 
dealing, and duplicity, almost approaching» 
to chicunery, of the French negociators. 
In the one, was plainly manifested British: _ 
rectitude ‘and British character in» ther 
other, that evasive and’/ varying jpolicy 
which ‘had been the never+fatling .cbarace~ 
teristic of French negociation, im all times 
and under all circumstances. Indeed there 
could be no greatexpectation ofa favourable 
result,: when, at the very moment thatthe 
French government were making the most 
pacific professions, they were taking those 
very measures, which, as ‘his! majesty has 
‘been pleased to inform us; compelled 
‘king of Prussia to engage in that calamitous 
‘struggle, . the consequente of which: we 
must all deplore. This: resistance, whichat 
first’ sight seemed ill advised, and ill timed, 
appeared now to have been the ‘result) of 
imperious circumstances. France demands 
ed of Prussia, not only the sacrifice of ‘her 
trade and commeree, and thedissolationof 
her ‘best and wisest alliances,’ but cessions 
of territory were insisted upon, evidently 
calculated to: weaken her barriers,,and-ia 
the final result to’ render resistance impos« 
sible, and to’ compel that unhappy-country 
to submit without the power Of strikinge 
blow. Her fate, «if it could now operute 
‘as a warning to Kutope, ought to be felt as 
an encouragement to Great Britain, whose 
conduct had been complete reverse, 
and whose magnanimity*bed ‘hitherto pre- 
served her power undiininisheds ‘We had 
seen Prussia, almost from the commences 
ment of the French revolution, ‘crouch +0 
every: one of those despots, under whom 
the countty had by turas ‘fallen; and this, 
too, at times when the exertion: of 
arms ‘in the cothmon ‘cause might have 
turned the scale, and insured the delivers 
anceof Eutope. Atid, whathad been the 
effect-of her-base and ‘abject submissions? 
Driven to contend, ‘singleshanded;: with 
the whole foree of the enemy, and over 


whelmed, he’ feared; -for ‘ever,: with a rae 
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_ of- compassion, that unhappy monarch is 


_ twate and support a close connexion with 


pidity unequalled even in modern times; 
and at last to fill the cup of her misery, in 
the answer of the French governmeat to 
the manifesto of the king of Prussia, who 
to a generous foe would now be an object 


eruelly ‘and insolently taunted with the de- 
_ grading’ submissions and temporizing po- 
fy, which his’ unfeeling tyrants had so 
Jong exacted from him. In the midst of 
these disasters, it was truly consolotary to 
find that the king of Sweden and the em- 
peror of Russia were animated with such 
jest views of their duty and their interests. 
And ‘the house would doubtless attend to 
the recommendation of his majesty, to cul- 


those: powers.’ With regard to our. own 
particular situation, it was evident that in 
#tontest so important, and for the preser- 
vation of every thing that was dear to us, 
we must necessarily be called upon to sup- 
port additional burthens. But it was with 
extreme satisfaction, indeed, that he heard 
that part of his majesty’s speech which 
pointed out the’ necessity of the. most eco- 
momieal use of our resources. ‘The attack 
of the enemy was now openly aimed at the 
vitals’ of the country. In defence of these 
the ‘country was ready, nay, desirous to 
make whatever. sacrifices were necessary ; 
but, ' with a view to the continuance of the 
war, of the specdy termination of which 
“noone could now indulge a hope, the care- 
ful:application of our resources and means 
of defence, was more than ever become an 
indispensable duty, and he was happy to 
believe, oneof the favourite objects of the 
noble lord{H. Petty) now below him. The 
flourishing state of the revenue and of 
public credit, must be a source of exulta- 
tion, in the present state of. Europe... He 
thought-he might venture, without fear of 
contradiction, to attribute it to the wise and 
vigorous system of finance, established by 
that immortal statesman (Mr. Pitt), whose 
loss was so deeply deplored, whose virtues 
were indelibly engraven on the hearts of 
his countrymen, and whose splendid talents 
would be the admiration of posterity. But 
he was far from wishing to withhold his 
tribute of applause from those wha had 
succeeded him, and who bad manfully. and 
vigorously upheld and supported his sys- 
tem of finance, With regard to the state 
‘of, our commerce, it must be expected that 
partial inconveniencies. would, be suffered, 
-at-a- moment when the whole power and 


force df the enemy were directed against it: 
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but we had his majesty’s assurance that the: 


main sources of our prosperity were uns ° 


impaired, and he might venture. to 
would long continue so, notwithstanding. 
the presents blockade of the British isles. 
A blockade by a country who had hardly. 


dared to trust a ship out of the protection: 


of their batteries, against a country -which 
commanded the seas, and could, if it 
thought fit, intercept the commerce of 
the whole world. The arrogance of this 
threat of blockade could only be equalled 
by its absurdity. The consequesie¢e.of the. 
declaration only had been well described, 
by a person, whom it might hardly be dew 
corous to name in that house, by the vassal: 
king of Holland, He, in his address ta. 
his unfortunate subjects, himself told them 
that the prohibition of the trade of neutrals. 
weuld give a death-blow to the already-ex~= 
piring commerce of Holland.—With re- 
gard tothe general situation of the coun- 
try, there could be no doubt’ but that the. 
spirit and vigour of the people. were fully: 
equal to any situation in which they could: 
be placed ; and he had observed with ad- 


miration, the firmness ‘aud fortitude with — 


which they had supported. all the expences 
of the war, and all the pressures of the 
times ; and that ardour and’ promptitude 
which they had uniformly manifested in 
defence of their country and constitution, - 

Mr, Canning declared that he never rose 
with more lively sensations of anxiety than 
on the present occasion, both because he 
felt the unparalleled importance of the 
crisis, and the duty which bound him, in 
common with every member of the house, 
and every subject of the realm, to state 
his real opinion of the situation of oup 
affairs, and of ‘the best means- which 
mained for their extrication from the peril 
in which they were involved, But in doing 
this, the greatest difficulty was to avoid 
that which, above all other things, be was 
most solicitous.to avoid ; namely, to ap» 
pear to damp the spirits of the country at 
a period when it was_so necessary 


begged, therefore, that the house would 
be candid enough to believe him, whepbe 
declared, that he entertained a perfect and 
sincere confidence—a confidence founded 
not on rashness, but on the most, mature 
reflection—-a confidence. founded on, the 
experience of the past, on the. review of 
the present, and on the anticipation of the 
future—that there existed in this country 


thet 
firmness and confidence should prevail. He | 
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brave. all the difficult struggles, and. to 
‘avert all the impending dangers with which 
‘we could possibly be threatened. He 
trusted, that all which it might be neces- 
sary for him to say in the course of the ob- 
servations which he should take the liberty 
of submitting to the house, might becon- 
sidered with a reference to this declaration. 
But, with whatever confidence he felt him- 
self justified in looking to the resources of 
country, he also felt how incumbent it 
‘was on him and on the house to look 
‘seriously to the situation of the country, 
to examine, to deliberate, and to deter- 
mine, whether all that had passed in the 
‘conduct of the state had been without error, 
or whether some reflections on what had 
‘been done, might not have a favourable 
influence on what, was still to do. Assu- 
redly it was in the power of any man, who 
had turned his attention more particularly 
to publié affairs, even of such an humble 
individual as himself, to throw out sugges- 
tions to government without the slightest 
intention of thwarting it, or without the 
most remote feeling to. the members of 
which it was composed. For many of those 
members he professed to entertain the 
‘highest consideration, Were it pogsible 
that it should enter into the imagination of 
any man, at such a crisis as the present, to 
‘set himself to a perverse opposition to go- 
vernment, he must be thought not only 

‘ insensible to public affairs as they then 
stood, but to all that had passed under a 
late administration ; the history of the 15 
last. years of which, sufficiently shewed 
that was not the course of opposition that 
ought to be pursued, or that was likely to 
produce beneficial effects; he alluded to 
the conduct during the last war, of the 
gentlemen who then sat on the bench which 
he and his friends now occupied. Both the 
hon. proposer and the hon. seconder of the 
address (and here he begged leave to re- 
mark the distinguished performance at the 
present time, and the flattering promise for 
the future,. which their speeches afforded) 
dwelt on the necessity of unanimity. Un- 
questionably the situation of the country 
_was calculated to produce unanimity. But 
of unanimity there were different degrees. 
There was a descripticn of unanimity 
which blinded every man’s judgment. to 
every thing that was wrong, and thus made 
him the passive instrument of any ministry. 
But there was another and a superior spe- 
-cies,, the - professor of which, while he in- 
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and ,consider results, would yet. give his 
cordial support to the government, in 
spite of the ersors to which he would not 
allow himself to be wilfully blind. If at 
any time this latter course of proceedin 
was justifiable, when the judgment of 
every man who possessed any judgment 
ought to be exercised, it. was the present. 
The situation of the country divided itself 
into two considerations, our relative situa- 
tion to the world, and our internal situa- 
tion. With regard to the former it was 
impossible that any thing more just or 
more eloquent could be said upon it, than 
what had been said by the hon. mover of 
the address, With regard to the latter, it 
Afforded ‘matter for deep. meditation, A 
new parliament had been assembled, and 
they were now for the first time about to 
review the transactions of an administra-. 
tion, composed of men of great talents, . 
who entered upon office not ten months 
ago, with this particular and distinct de- 
claration, that all those who had preceded 
them had been in the wrong; that theyhad | 
** clubbed the battalion ;” that every thing 
required correction and amendment; that 
nothing was in its place; that our resources 
were exhausted, our-credit destroyed, our 
faith violated, and that we were unable to 
iwaintain our own rank among the nations of 
Europe, much less to assist others in re- 
gaining that which belonged to them. What 
followed? At the end of ten months, these 
very gentlemen say that the resources of 
the country remain unimpaired., ‘Those 
who but ten months ago, exclaimed that 
they were in a state of the utmost dilapi- 
dation, now tell us—not that they have 
been retrieved, not that they have been re- 
established,—but that they remain unim-— 
paired, That is, that they never have 
been impaired. It was certainly very 
satisfactory to every man that there should 
be even this stale tribute paid to those who 
had been formerly loaded with censure. 
But surely it would be too much to expect 
that any man who had ever regulated his 
conduct by, who had followed the foot- 
steps of, or who bad considered the name 
of P.:t as connected with the glory and 
happiness of England, could pass this part 
of his majesty’s speech unnoticed. Amidst 
the accusations that had been vented against 
the late administration, those against their. 
foreign connections were not the least vie 
rulent, It had been said, that the conti- 
nent had been lost by the confederacies 


sisted on his right to investigate tars 


which England had so ill put together, But 
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- ednduct, have been attracted to us. But 


_* considered in two distinct. views. The 


_ houses of parliament. to express their opi- 


‘be. proved (which he did not in the least 


' And here hé must obsetve, that with every 


what was the nature of the'system that had 
been ‘substitated ? It seemed as if those 
who bad happened to’ hear’ that'a confede- 
racy was a bad thing, had determined to 
repel every ally that might, by opposite 


of this new system it would be worth while 
‘to trace the operation as well’as the cause, 
‘On ‘the first day of the first session of a 
new parliament, during whose existence 
the fate of the world ‘might probably be 
decided, in whose time a struggle would, | 
in all likelihood, take place, that would | 
‘terminate either in total ‘destruction, ‘or 
complete safety, such a discussion was assu- 
redly most important and most proper. The 
‘speech and address, ,which, at such a 
riod as the present, were any thing 

ut mere matters of form, might’ be: 


first was as a mutual pledge between the 
sovereign’ and ‘his people. Had it been 
possible to confine the speech and ‘address 
to a description of the dangers of the coun- 
ny and an enumeration of the best means 

f deliverance from those dangers, he 
would have been well content that the 
address should have gone up without a 
whisper of remark: But there was another 
view of the subject.’ The’present was the 
constitutional opportunity afforded for both 


nion not only of the relations of govern- 
meént with foreign states, but of the rela- 
tions of government with the country. Of 
this he begged to be understood that he was 
fully satisfied, whether when the official 
documents should be laid on the table it 
might or might not appear that there had 
been ally remissness, or want of dexterity, 
or blameable attention to delusive promi- 
ses, that the cause of this country against 
- France would not admit of the smallest 
question, ‘Thé only matter in dispute ‘was 
not whether or not the cause was sufficient- 
ly strong, but whether or not the cause 
‘had been prosecuted in tlie best manner, 
and at the most proper time. If it could 


dejzree mean to insinuate), that the nego- 
iation had wilfully failed, he should be 
‘sorry that that circumstance should lead to 
‘the slightest hesitation in giving the most 
‘uhqualified support ‘to the war. In’ pro- 
‘secuting his consideration of thé subject, 
‘he could not actuit the late housé of com- 
‘mons of an act of inconsiderate confidence. 
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‘the absence and loss of that great maul, 
with whom, in politics, he had so frequent. 
differed ; but the memory ‘of which dif- 
rences ought no longer to exist.’ Those 
who were in‘ habits of private friendship 
with that great man might deplore hi 
more'feelingly, but it was impossible that 
they could admire more than himself his 
transcendant talents—talents, the strength 
of which was sufficiently evinced by the 
awe and fear which his presetice inspired ih 
the breasts of his political opponents, 
Having ‘stated thus much, he trusted ‘he 
should be acquitted ‘of any disrespectful 
insputation in what he was about ‘to say, 
In order to judge ‘correctly of the situa- 
tion in which the country now found itself, 
it was necessary to revert to the last con- 
federacy. After the dissolution of that 
confederacy, and considering the state in 
which Prussia and Russia stood,,.what was 
theclear and obvious policy of France, and 
what was the clear and obvious policy of 
England ? He would state it fairly. No 
man could ‘hesitate in saying, that unfortu- 
nate as that confederacy was, broken and 
disjointed as it might be, yet were its scat- 
tered limbs not without life and vigour. 
| was*the clear and obvious policy of Eng- 


endeavour to produce an energetic whole. 
On the other hand, it was the clear and ob- 
vious policy of France to effect a complete 
dismemberment of the confederation, and 
if that could not be completely accom- 


in appearance. Now, what had been the 
conduct of thetwo powers? Prussia signed 
a treaty of access to the confederacy just 
previous to its dissolution ; an unequivocal 
proof of the disposition of the court of 
Berlin, manifested still more strongly by 
the declaration since published. ‘Su se- 
quently, however, Prussia was forced into 
measures, which brought upon her tlie 
prompt’ resentment of this country. But 
at the time that the house of commons ap- 
proved of that resentment, did they know 
that a negociation was carrying on with 
France, for the restoration of that whieh 
‘Prussia bad ‘seized? There. were two dis- 
tinct questions. If it were simply asked, 
would you go to war for the recovery of 
‘that unjustly wrested from you? the an- 
swer would be, yes ; but if a negociation 


in another quarter, then the war would 
rfludus. Even were this principle doubt- 


‘tian ‘in thé’ house, ‘be sincerely lament 


fal,” yet, coupled with the certainty that it 


land to unite those divided parts, and to 


plished in reality, at least to accomplish it . 


twere carrying on to obtain the same 
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was the interest of this country to preserve 
russia, to retain her as an enemy to 
France; and to put up with, or overlook 
any conduct that might involve Great 
Britain in # contest with her, it became 
established and irresistible. The house 
would see what were the dreadful conse- 
ences of an original error in this respect ; 
éonsequences which were now felt too late. 
While we were in the incongruous situa-| 
tion’ to. whichit gave rise, a war commenced 
between’ Prussia and France; undeniably 
instigated by the demands made by this 
country, through her negociator at Paris. 
was true; Hanover was not the sole 
cause of this rupture, but it was the main 
one, as the subsequent declaration of Prus- 
sia proved. The conduct of Great Britain to 
Prussia was therefore thus: Prussia, unable 
to resist! the power of France, encroached 
upon us ; we had however the option to pass 


over the just cause of complaint which we 


possessed in consequence, and leave un- 
touched the only power in Europe which 
appeated capable of being the germ of an 
alliance hostile to the ambitious views of 
France, But the conduct of his majesty’s 
ministers. had been the converse of their 
policy. By that conduct, Prussia had been 
compelled to act without our advice ‘and 
assistance; and to plunge into’a war, of 
which, if our advice could not have pre- 
vented it, our assistance might at least have 
meliorated the termination. He did not 
‘mean to cast the slightest imputation on 
the diplomatic character of the noble lord 
employed by government om this occasion 
(lord' Morpeth); was better fitted 
for the office, both from the qualities of his 
head and heart, and because no man had 
been a‘ more’ constant advocate: for the 
justice: of the cause of this’ country: but 
would any man of common reflection say, 
that if the restoration of Hanover were the 
sole object, it was worth while to make war 
against Prussia? ‘Fhe British government 
had ‘continued at war with Prussia’ as long 
as the’Prussian resourees wére'unimpaired, 
and ‘her'strength unexhausted ; but as soon 
as there seetiied the prospect of a war be- 
tween’ France and Prussia;.an ambassador 
was dispatched to Berlin, with instructions 
adapted: to alt’ possibilities; except that 
which ‘was’ most probabley namely; that 
war. had actually’ commented for: that 
provision had been made; an event of 


which the most cémmon information might 
have shéwa'the likélihood. Assoon, how- 


ever, as: lord Morpeth-retarned, our go- | 


Yous 
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vetnment began to perceive their. error; 
and to think that there was really some 
thing like war between France and Prussia; - 
—from the trifling circumstance that the - 
Prussian army was annibilated! They 
then sent a few military men to their aid; 
and when the Prussian monarchy shall bé 
destroyed, they will perhaps'send an arniy ! 
When the gentlemen opposite to him came 
into’ power, they exclaimed, that nothing 
was more shabby than the foreign diplos 
macy of Great Britain. It was even said, 
that there was not a man at’a foreign court 
capable of writing a letter, A's it was an 
undoubted right possessed by the good’peo- 
ple of this country to canvass the conduct of 
their statesmen; he remembered to have 
heard it asserted im one of these political 
assemblages, that all our ambassadors in fu~ 
ture were tobeAjaxes, Ulysses,and Phenixes. 
Now it so happened, that there had been 
only one removes Mr. Adair had suc+ 
ceeded sir A. Paget at Vienna, Of coursé 
as he was single, e must be the phienix'! 
But, in our diplomatic intercourse with fo- 
reign courts, we were taught to look for 
perfect frankness, sincerity, and openness > 
freedom from trick and intrigue, and a sort 
of pellucid simplicity. Now, what was 
the first tangible proof of this simplicity ? 
Why, a minister at Paris negociating for 
peace, and another at Berlin instigating 
war for the same object! Such conduct 
might be dextrous, it might be able—it 
might be any thing but frank, open, and un 
disguised.—As to that passage in the speech 
and the address, which congratulated: the 
country, that in those councils which pres 
ceded the war between Prussia‘and France, 
his majesty had no share, he astonished 
that such a topic of consolation could have 
enteréd-the head of any minister. Instead 
of shewing that they had attempted to pre- 
vent evils, ministers called for approbation, 
on the ground of having abstained from at 
interference! But he believed neith 
Berlin nor Viefina, nor even London could 
be thus consoled. t ought to have been 
our care that the difference between France 
and Prussia should not have been too suds 
denly blown into a flame; lest it should 
have been too suddenly extinguished: Th 
this part of the address-it was- therefore 
impossible for him to concur: he by no 
means meant’ to imply doubt of the jus- 


of his miajésty’s' quarrel with Prus~ 


sid; bat if France, by’ a nominal and illu- 
transfer of Hanever Prussia, could 
acause of dissention between Prussia 
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. government: could be blind to? France 
found Great Britain and Prussia in amity ; 


- -gour of the countries; a basis..no. more 


and Gréat Britain, was not this a contri- 
vance of the enemy which nothing but the 
plain and simple diplomacy adopted by our 


with a tendency to coalesce. What was 
her object? To divide them; and by a 
pretended transfer to Prussia of the here- 
ditary dominions of the king of Great Bri- 
tain, to create a war between the two coun- 
tries-—With respect to the negociation 
with France, this was not a time to discuss 
it, although some observations made by 
the hon. mover of the address might justify 
some strong comments upon that negocia- 
‘tion. But it would be better to reserve 
these until the papers relative to the sub- 
ject should be in possession of the house. 
He thought, however, that. it would be 
but fair to state to his majesty’s ministers 
what, as far as the documents had tran- 
spired, appeared to him to be the defective 
parts of theircase. ‘Fhe British declara- 
tion contained three unproved allegations. 
The first was, that the overture for peace 
had come from France; and as this was 
also insisted on in the speech, he had no 
doubt that ministers bad something to pro- 
duce, which would give an entirely new 
colour to this part of the transaction. He 
denied, however, entertaining avy opinion 
that had the offer of peace proceeded from 
England, ministers would have been cul- 
pable. Had peace been a desirable thing, 
it mattered little in what quarter the pro- 
posal for it originated.—Adverting to Mr. 
Fox’s first letter to M. Talleyrand, he ob- 
served, that there were fifty other and bet- 
ter ways in which the intelligence which 
it contained might have beencommunicated, 
and he condemned most strongly the re- 
ception which the answer to that letter ex- 
perienced, The assertion that the British 
government were beginning a new course, 
us illustrated by the transaction alluded 
to, was false. Never had the British go- 
vernment been the stimulators of assassi- 
nation. Had he held the situation which 
the late right hon. gent. occupied, he sheuld 
have thought it his duty to repel the accu- 
sation with contempt and indignation, The 
second unproved allegation, contained in 
the British declaration, related to- the basis 
of the negociation, which was asserted to 
be the uti possidetis ; now throughout the’ 
negociation the basis referred to was that 
stated in Mr. Fox’s letter, the mutual ho- 


51] PARLE, DEBATES, Dec. 19, 1806.—The Lords Commissioners’ Speech: [52 


propria que maribus. ‘The third unproved 
allegation, whieh he had no doubt. that the 
French government bad completely misre- 
presented, was, that we had refused to 
treat except in conjunction with our allies, 
Now, from the partial documents that had 
been published, it appeared that that had 
been the case in the first instance, but that 
afterwards the British government had 
treated alone. He hadno doubt that this 
would be satisfactorily cleared up, as the 
address stated in high terms of panegyric, 
the great care of his majesty for his allies, 
The particular mention of Russia and Swe. 
den, was proof that some’ misrepresenta- 
tion existed.— Having thus stated the points 
which it was necessary for his majesty’s 


‘ministers to elucidate, and having. consi- 
‘dered the state of this country with respect 


to foreign relations, he proceeded to exa- 
mine our domestic situation. It was im- 
possible but that he must look at our means 
of internal strength with the utmost. seri- 
ousness. We must examine the physical 
force, and the spirit by which it was ac- 
tuated. Our internal:pelicy was intimate- 
ly connected with this contemplation. Aud 
first, with regard to the dissolution of the 
last parliament; there was a great diffe. 
rence between questioning the exercise of 
an independent prerogative, and question- 
ing the propriety of exercising it at such a 
period. If the dissolution were prompted 
by party views, with the hope of giving a 
triumph to ministers, and if, for these: pur- 
poses, they created and revived party dif- 
ferences, at a time when they loudly called 
for unanimity, their conduct was highly 
culpable. But he-had no doubt that mi- 
nisters had some great public advantage to 
gain; for he could not suppose that they mere- 
ly wished to obtain a few supporters in parlia- 
ment, at least this-he was sure they would 
not avow.—Another class of observations 
would apply to the practical-means of de- 
fence and attack which the country posses- 
sed, and the mode im which those means 
had been managed and. applied. Now, it 
was most extraordinary that in reading the 
speech, :and the history. of the last year, 
vo one Could suspect that the country was 
‘at war, There was not a feature of war 
in the speech, nor an act of war during the 
last year, in which government could as- 
‘sume, any credit. There bad not, been 
reven.a single waslike plan, much less any 
warlike achievement. As for the internal 
defence. of the .country, a-most. laboured 


like the uti possidetis, than .it was like the 


scheme had been bropght forward last 
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session, and when the. right hon. gent. 
(Mr.. Windham) by whom it had been pro- 
duced,, had been repeatedly questioned 
whether or not it was intended to put it in 
execution, the answer was uniformly in the 
afirmative. In no single parish, however, 
had the slightest step been taken towards 
this ends and yet it was a reliance on this 
scheme that had been held out to induce 
parliament to allow the volunteers to crum- 
ble away, the militia to be diminished, and 
the regular army to be sent experimenting. 
And what. kind of experimenting? We 
had heard of a great statesman, who strip- 
ped the country of troops, which he em- 
ployed on various active services, and then 
boasted that he defended it at a distance. 
Could the gentlemen opposite make a si- 
milar. boast? After orders, and counter- 
orders, and confirmations of orders, and 
revocations of confirmations, and counter- 
mands, &c. &c. &c. an expedition actually 
did sail from the Downs, and arrived— 
where? at Plymouth! Certainly a place 
not very well provided with means of de- 
fence; aud had this same expedition pro- 
ceeded to some possession of the enemy not 
superior in strength to Plymouth, they very 
possibly might have succeeded in taking it. 
But perhaps this was'meant as an experi- 
ment. It might have been said, ‘‘ We'll 
sail. from the Downs, land at Plymouth, 
and surprize the dockers.” It is prudent to 
try to swim upon a table, before commit- 
ting oneself tothe waves. The right hon. 

nt. was not accustomed to salt water, 
and he wished to begin with fresh. But 
could the country forget the loudness of 
his accusations against his predecessors for 
what he termed their supineness and ne- 
glect? Yet what had he himself done? When 
war was raging in Prussia, our peace minis- 
ter was on his return! ‘The whole amount 
of the right hon. gent.’s campaign was a 
fire-work before Boulogne, and—(yet that 
wanted confirmation)—-an embarkation on 


common openness of the weather, it is pro- 
bable that his army would have been frozen 
up at Uxbridge—(a laugh). But these were 
not the heaviest charges against the right 
hon. gent. . That right hon. gent. had de- 
clared it as his opinion, that in all military 
establishments, it was not the form, but 
the soul, the spirit, the nice sense of ho- 
nour, that were to be cultivated and en- 
couraged... Now, was not that right hon, 
gent, aware, that by partial measures, he 
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than he had improved their character by: 
the monopoly of shoulder-knots and cock- 
ades? The report of their discontent must 
have reached him. If not, it was time that 
he should be told of it. Let him-recollect ' 
the recall of officers. who had nobly fought’ 
and conquered for their country. Was sir 
John Stuart’s being superseded by the bro- 
ther of a secretary of state (Gen. Fox), 
calculated to give animation and enthu- 
siasm to the army?. And when an expe- 
dition was ready for embarkation, were not 
the hopes of many gallant officers who al- 
ready anticipated victory at the head of 
their brigades, disappointed, because the 
rank of a favourite of that right hon. gent. 
(colonel Craufurd) to whom he meant no 
disrespect, was not entitled to command 
them ?—He had before observed, that in the 
speech, all notice of war seemed studi- 
ously to have been passed over, and yet: 
some debts of gratitude remained to be 
paid; some acts of heroism had been dis- 
played, which, had it been for no other pur-. 
pose than to shew that the British army 
already possessed the character which the 
right hon. gent. only wished it did possess, 
might surely have been mentioned. ‘To’ 
the records of parliament, the historian. 
looked for his materials. It was cruel to_ 
deprive the hero of the honourable reward 
of his military achievements, and it was 
disgraceful that government should dislike 
to sprinkle over the gloom of despondency 
with some of those achievements, It was true, 
they might say, that these achievements 
were not of their planning; but this was a 
period when party feelings should not with- 
hold every glorious incitement to great 
actions, On these grounds, on the defia: 
ciency of that which ought to have been 
recorded in the speech, it was impossible 
for him to satisfy his feelings with the con- 
tinuation of that omission in the address. 
The usual form in similar instances, had 
been to endeavour to render the answer 
to the speech a vehicle for such sentiments 
as it might be wished to add ; but the pre- 
sent speech was so contrived, that there 
was not a niche in which the additional 
sentiments of parliament could be proper= 
ly placed, although many important points 
had been disregarded. There were many to-. 
pics on which amendment to the address 
might be introduced, so many that he pres 
ferred substituting a new addressaltogether, 
leaving it to the option of the house which 
to adopt. He therefore proposed, by way of: 


had:disgusted and dispirited the army more 


amendment, to omit the whole of the address: 
i 
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subsequent to the words ‘his majesty’scom- 
mons,” and to introduce the following :— 
“To assure his majesty that it is with 
increased affection, attachment, and loyal- 
ty, that his majesty’s faithful commens 
meet his majesty in this ninth parliament 
of his majesty’s assembling. And that 
amidst all those evils and pressures of war, 
apd those tremendous and unparalleled 
successes of a formidable and unrelenting 
enemy, which render the present crisis pe- 
culiarly awful and alarming, the first and 
most fervent prayer of his majesty’s faith- 
ful commons is, that it may please Divine 
Providence to grant to this favoyred coun- 
try the prolongation of a life and of a 
reign, the value and the blessings of which, 
each succeeding year teaches us more 
highly to appreciate.—And to express to 
his majesty our unshaken determination 
to stand by his majesty throughout all the 
difficulties and dangers of the times; in de- 
fence of the laws and liberties of this realm; 
in defence of his majesty’s sacred personand 
government ; and of a throne endeared to 
all classes of his majesty’s subjects by the 
virtues of the sovereign who adorns it.— 
To offer to his majesty our humble and af- 
fectionate condolence on that share of the 
public calamities. of Europe which has 
come home to the personal and domestic 
feelings of his majesty and his royal fa- 
mily, by the death of that gallant and il- 
lystrious prince the late duke of Brunswick, 
prince connected by such near alliances 
with his majesty’s royal house, and with 
the throne of these kingdoms.—-That 
while we most sensibly participate in the 
deep and poignant grief with which his 
majesty contemplates the issue of the late 
campaign on the continent, we studiously 
abstain from suggesting to his majesty, as 
a topic of consolation, what we well know 
his majesty’s intelligence and magnanimity 
would disdain to receive as such—the in- 
terruption of his majesty’s intercourse 
with the court of Berlin during the last 
eight months, which precluded hjs majesty 
from any knowledge of those dananla by 
which the war between Prussia and France 
was so unfortunately precipitated,—Satis- 
fied ag we are of the justice of the ori- 
ginal grounds of his majesty’s complaints 
against Prussia, we are yet unable to re- 
frain from deeply deploring their conse- 
quences.--We are not furnished with any 
means of ‘judging how far those complaints 
were capable of being adjusted, without 
‘yecqurse being had to actual hostilities ; 


or how far any discussions which may have 

taken place subsequently to his majesty’s 

gracious message of the 21st of April, were 

directed to that object.--But we cannot 

but lament that the obvious artifice of the. 
common enemy, in making a fraudulent: 
and nominal transfer of his majesty’s elec« 
toral dominions to the king of Prussia, 

should have been so far crowned with sute 

cess as to have involved his majesty in 

war with the only state in Europe whose 
resources were yet unimpaired ;. and whose 
arms might, at some happier hour, have 

been employed with effect in a new confer 
deracy against France ; and that the too 
successful policy of the enemy in amusing 
this country with an insincere and pro- 
tracted negociation, should have obtained 
for France the opportunity of goading 
Prussia (by unmeasured and accumulated 
injuries) tothat premature, unconcerted,and 
unassisted effort, which has terminated in 
the overthrow of that powerful monarchy, 
and in the complete subjugation of its do- 
minions.--We cannot but express our re- 
gret that the policy which appears to have 
been ultimately adopted towards Prussia 
should not have been recognized and acted 
upon until the occasion was gone by; and 
that his majesty’s plenipotentiary should 
have arrived only in time to be an helpless 
witness of that prodigious ruin and de 
struction which a more timely interposition 
of his majesty’s advice and assistance might 
possibly have averted or alleviated,—To 
acknowledge his majesty’s goodness in 
having directed to be laid before us the dew. 
tails of the negociation so long carried on 
at Paris.—We entertain the fullest convic- 
tion that the just and moderate sentiments 
by which his majesty has proved himself to 
have been animated in the several preceding 
negociations for peace with France, have’ 
alike actuated his majesty on the late oc» 
casion; and while we look with anxious 
interest for the developement of those 
circumstances which ean have deferred for 
so long a period that termination of the 
negociation which it is evident, as well 
from notorious facts.as from the languagé 
of his majesty’s declaration, the artifices 
and pretensions of the enemy -rendered 
from the beginning almost certain and un- 
avoidable; we doubt not but we shall see, 
in the whole course and tenour of the pro= 
ceedings on the part of his majesty, fresh 
instances of that desire for peace, and of 
that sincerity and good faith in the put 
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trated by the ambition of the French go- 
vernamemt; as well as fresh proofs of the 
expediency of adhering to the policy of 
treating for general peace, and only in con- 
junction with our ellies.--Tbat we receive 
with the utmost satisfaction the assurance 
of his majesty’s uninterrupted concert and 
good understanding with the emperor of 
Russia; trusting that neither in war nor 
in negociation, his majesty’s councils will 
be separated from those of our ally, distin- 
guished alike by perseverance and good 
faith.--The continued prosecution of the 
war being necessarily imposed upon his 
thajesty, we rejoice in the assurance that 
it is intended to prosecute it with vigour ; 


earnestly imploring his majesty that no’ 


apprehension of embarrassing the conduct 
of a pegociation by acquisitions made 
during its progress, may ever again be sul- 
fered to relax for a moment the military 
and nayal operations of this country,-—- 
That if we have not the triumph and satis- 
faction, as in former years of war, of offer- 
ing to his majesty our congratulations on 
any signal and decisive victory by sea, we 
nevertheless reflect, with just pride and ac- 
knowledgement, on the several” distin- 
guished instances iv which the skill, valour, 
and intrepidity of British officers and sea- 
men have been displayed in their usual 
lustre, and with their accustomed success, 
over equal or superior squadrons of the 
enemy. But we cannot help lamenting, 
in:justice to the naval service, as well as to 
the interests of the country, that supineness 
or mismanagement, by which the preda- 
tory squadrons. of the enemy have been 
permitted to range, unchecked, among our 
West-India colonies, and to escape with 
impunity, and by which our commerce has 
-been exposed, to a degree of annoyance 
highly injurious to the interests and discre- 


ditable to the maritime superiority, of 


Great Britain.—With equal sorrow, and 
with no less astonishment, we have ob- 
served those delays and uncertainties, and 


that apparent perplexity and fluctuation of 


councils, which have marked the conduct 
of the war department of the state, which 


‘have hitherto prevented the execution of 


those measures which ministers persuaded 
the late parliament to enact, and upon 
which they themselves professed so greatly 
to rely, for the internal defence of the em- 
pire ; and delays which have so long con- 
fined our expeditions within our own 
ports, and have rendered the military pre- 
parations of this government at once in- 
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effectual to the annoyance of the enemy, 
anda just ground of dissatisfaction and dis- 
appointment to.the nation at-large.—-We 
rejoice in the opportwnity of congratukiting 
his majesty on the capture of that valuable 
and important settlement; the Cape ‘of 
Good Hope, by those distinguished officers, © 
sir D. Baird and sir H. Popham. We have 
however, the consolation and gratification 
of being able-to recall his. majesty’s attere 
tion to acquisitions and achievements in 
the course of the present year, by which, 
notwithstanding the apparent ivactivity of 
his majesty’s present servants, the credit of 
his majesty’s arms, by sea and land, has 
been sustained in the different quarters of 
the globe. -We congratulate his majesty 
on the signal advantages obtained by his 
majesty’s arms.in the expedition under sir 
H. Popham, and general Beresford, against. 
the Spanish settlement of Buenos Ayres; 
advautages which, if seasonably supported 
and diligently improved, must bein the — 
highest degree valuable to: this country; 
opening fresh channels of commercial-en-~ 
terprise, and aflording new and increasing) 
encouragement to British manufactures aarh 
navigation; advantages doubly important 
at a momeut when the other markets-of 
the world are attempted to be closed against 
us.--We enter, with heartfelt exultation, 
into the sentiments so justly expressed by 
his majesty, on the brilliant victory ob« 
tained on the plains of Maida, by his mae 
jesty’s land forces, under the gallant and 
able conduct of sir J. Stuart; over a Frenchr 
army, superior in numbers. We. feel with 
his majesty, the full valueof the seasonable 
check giveng by this splendid achievement 
to the overweenjng confidence of the ene-. 
my; and of the proof which it afforde 
that the character and constitution of the 
British army were not inadequate, upom 
their ancient footing, to maintain, unim~ 
paired, the lustre of the British name, and 
the military glory of our ancestors.--That 
we shall nevertheless examine, with due — 
attention and solicitude, into the effect’ of 
that new system. which the late parlia~ 
ment. were induced to adopt, forimpro- 
ving the character, as well as augmenting’ 
the amount of his majesty’s regular forces ; 
willing to hope that we shall have the say: 
tisfaction of discovering an improvement 
so striking, and an augmentation so rapid 
and abundant, as at once to have supplied 
all the deficiencies arising from the disuse 
of such measures as have been either aboe 


— or suspended, and to compensate 
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for the certain, permanent, and large ad- 
dition which they have necessarily occa- 
sioned to the military expenditure of the 
state. We shall investigate with equal 
care, ‘the state of our other military esta- 
blihments, ‘and particularly that of the vo- 
lunteers, the cheap, efficient, and patriotic 
defence of the united kingdom ; we trust 
and believe that we-shall find them, in spite 
of all discouragement and discountenance, 
neither abated in zeal, nor, as yet, materi- 
ally reduced in numbers, at a period when it 
appears but too probable that their services 
may be more than ever essential to their 
country.—That we are fully sensible of 
his «majesty’s paternal affection for his 
subjects, manifested in the regret which he 
expresses. at being compelled to call upon 
them for sacrifices of so great an extent as 
may be necessary in the present crisis of 
affairs. ‘That however paitiful the duty of 
imposing fresh burthens upon the people, 
we shall; however, not shrink from dis- 
charging it; satisfied as we are of the pre- 
vailing determination of all ranks of the 
community to submit with cheerfulness to: 
the indispensable necessity of providing 
means for the continuance of a contest, in 
the issue of which public safety and private 
happiness are alike inseparably involved. 
That it is 2 consolation to us as to his ma- 
jesty under the pressure of this inevitable 
necessity, to learn the flourishing state of 
public credit, and the productiveness: ot 
the several branches of the revenue : and 
that we agree entirely with his majesty jn 
attributing these salutary effects in a great 
measure to the system so wisely begun, 
and so properly persevered in,wf raising a 
considerable proportion of the supplies’ 
within the year, a system which has hap- 
pily disappointed the predictions of the 


external and internal enemies of bis ma- 


jesty and his government.—That we ear- 
nestly wish .it were in our power to close 
our address here. But we feel that we 
should be .wauting as well in duty to his 
majesty as in fidelity to that people, in 
whose name and on whose behalf we are 
profiering sacrifices unexampled in mag- 
nitudeand indefinite in duration, if we were 
to disguise from his majesty the deep and 
general sentiment which prevails respecting 
the measures which preceded and accom- 
panied the late general election.—I'ar be: 
it from us to question his majesty’s un- 
doubted prerogative. But we cannot re» 


- flect without concern and disapprobation 


ception which attended the sudden ex.! 
ercise of that prerogative in the dissolution’ 
of the late parliament ; and particularly of» 
his servants to mislead upon the irreverent: 
use of his majesty’s royal name in a pro-: 
clamation summoning the late parliament 
to meet on a fixed and no distant day, is-! 
sued at a period, when the measure of dis- 
solving that parliament must already have’ 
been in contemplation.-Connected also: 
with this subject, we cannot forbear to’ 
notice rumours which’ strongly’ prevail: 
throughout the country, of the most im-' 
proper and unconstitutional: interfererice’ 
of his majesty’s ministers in the course of: 
the late Elections: rumours at oncé’ 
highly discreditable and injurious to bis: 
majesty’s government, and to the indes 


that upon enquiry ‘and examination they’ 
may be proved to be utterly unfounded.—: 
But, convinced as we are, that the tendency: 
(though we trust not the effect) of such in- 
terference, as is alledged, must have been’ 
to revolt and disgust the well-affected part’ 
of the community, and to sow distraction 
and discontent in place of that unanimity 
which is so loudly called for, at a moment 
when the prosperity of the British empire’ 
depends upon the consenting and cordial 
co-operation of all orders and descriptions 
of the people; convinced also, that it is! 
our peculiar duty, as it is the common in-' 
terest of all those who prize, as it deserves,’ 
the inestimable blessing of a free form of 
government, to mark with our strongest: 
reprehension a perversion of power which’ 
would be too well calculated to favour! 
those delusive and daugerous theories which’ 
stigmatize the house of commons as an in- 
adequate representative of the people.—' 


daty forced upon us, in vindication of our 
own independence, and of ‘the rights of: 
those whom we represent, we humbly and’ 
earnestly intreat his majesty to be per-’ 
suaded, that neither this, nor any other 
misconduct of his majesty’s ministers, can’ 
essentially affect the firm and settled pur-: 
pose of this house and of the great body of: 
the nation, to unite in that general cause, 
and against that common danger—in com-' 
parison to which all other considerations,’ 


‘however important in themselves, are at’ 


the present moment, unfortunately, infe-’ 


rior and subordinate-—And we venture’ 


confidently to assure his majesty; that) 
great and. unexampled as are the difficul+' 


upon the circumstances of surprise'and 
1 


ties and dangers which surround’ us, ‘his; 


pendent character of parliament.—We hope? . 


But while we feel this most unpleasant . 
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majesty «possessed in the wealth and pro- 
sperity of his dominions, in the loyalty and 
firmness of his parliament, in the bravery 
of bis fleets and armies, and in the affec- 
tion, zeal, and courage of his people—re- 
sources, which, if wisely called forth, and 
diligently and judiciously applied, are yet 
amply sufficient to ensure the safety and 
honour of the British empire ; and to main- 
tain the only remaining hope, under Divine 
Providence, for, the restoration of the li- 
berties and happiness of mankind,”’—Mr. 
Canning added, that those gentlemen who 
thought that in the address to his majesty 
the house ought to overlook all our naval 
and military achievements, would, doubt- 
Jess, prefer the original address; but those 
who thought with him, that what was cheer- 
ing and consolatory should vot be sunk 
into the shade, would, he trusted, approve 
of the amendment which he had jist read. 
Apprehending, however, that the tendency 
of. pressing his. amendment_ would be to 
eause a.division of the votes between the 
two, addresses, and anxious that nothing 
should be, occasioned, on bis part, which 
might have a tenceucy.to throw adamp on 
the spirit of the country,.it was not bis in- 
tention, to. press his amendment to a divi- 
sion. The speaker then put the question, 
.“* That the words. proposed to be left’out, 
stand part of this question.” Upon which, 
, Lord. Howick rose... He was certainly 
| not, surprized that the very extraordinary 
. qotion, of the right hon. gent. should be 
thought of such a nature as not to require 
that at should be read from the chair ; but 
dae certainly was surprized that the right 
hon. gent, should have thought proper to 
. submit to the house not only in this motion, 
_ but in many parts of the speech with which 
he prefaced it, assertions of facts unfounded 
in. trath, and that he should have built on 
ithose facts, unwarranted conclusions, with- 
out investigation or enquiry, without having 
recourse to the authority of any document 
whatsoever. On such grounds, the hon, 
gent. had brought forward an amendment, 
charging his majesty’s ministers with the 
most grave and momentous derelictions 
and deficiencies in the management of the 
army, of the navy, and of the foreign rela- 
tions. The hon. gent. accused them of 
-having excited universal discontent and 
disturbance in the army by an improper 
distribution of patronage ; he accused them 
of prostituting the sacred name of his ma- 
jesty, by, dissolying parliament at a time 
when it was actually sumoned to meet 
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for the dispatch of business: The amend- 
ment proposed by the hon. gent. contained 
matters which, if founded in fact, ought to 
be referred to a committee to ground upon — 
‘them articles of impeachment against his 
majesty’s ministers. [he honygent. thought 
it necessary to offer an apology for himself 
for being in opposition. The hon. gent, 
wished for unanimity, but when that una- 


rnimity would amount to an acquiescence im 


faults destructive to the country, it would 
be a dereliction of his duty to make it an 
invariable rule. ‘The hon. gent. therefore 
contented himself with that qualified con- 
cord which, while it marked whatever was 
wrong, gave a general support to govern- 
ment. How far the hon. gent.’s speech 
agreed with the principles he had thus-laid 
down, it was for the house to judge. As 
to the principles and character of the op- 
position that he himself had joined in, the 
popularity which that opposition had en« 
joyed for 15 years was the most satisfactory 
proof of their justice and propriety, It was 
an opposition of principle, and never could 
allow itself te give way to the low hostility 
of vexing and harassing by a warfare of 
details. The hon. gent. needed not to 
have gone back to the length of these 15 
years to illustrate, by contrast, the nature 
of the opposition which he had resolved to 
enforce, after that painful struggle, ix which 
he was so desirous to support the govern- 
ment, if duty did net sometimes compel 
him to oppose. The experience of the late 
general election might have told him, how 
far this opposition was popular, the public 
sentiment having been so strongly maui- 
fested with respect to it, and that. when it 
stood forward proposing to vindicate the 
injured rights and wounded independence 
of the people. The hon. gent. accused 
ministers for their conduct in the recent 
negociations, and brought forward ‘against 
them the promise they had made to substi- 
-tute a direct and manly system of diplo- 
macy, for former artifice and cunning, and 
the result of that promise. Thehon. gent.. 
also taunted ministers with those preten- 
sions of great talents, which, however they 
may have been put abroad. by others, were 
uever once urged by ministers themselves.. 
Yet, disclaiming all pretensions for himself, 
he for one was ready to say, that before the 
fatal stroke which had laid Mr. Fox by the 
side of his late illustrious, rival, and he 
trusted united both in the mercy of God, 
the administration of wuich Mr..Fox and 
lord Grenville were the chief members, was 
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knowledge, information; experience, ‘and 
ability.. .Much of these great qualities was 
tow in the grave j but, with the exception 
of the individual who was now addressing 
the house, without any disparagement to 
the hony gent. who as well as many of those 
about-him would, he allowed, be a valuable 
acquisition to any administration, he might 
ehallenge any one to round, and state 
from what men an‘administration could be’ 
formed with better claims to the confidence 
of the: countrys’ The present ‘ministers 
were told they were bed of roses,” 
they’ were told so by a noble lord (Castle. 
reagh)-who acknowledged that the conti- 
hent was ina very “unsatisfactory’situation; 
they. were told so after the battle of Aus-- 
terlitz. Was it possible for the present mi- 
nisters to remove all the distresses that had 
come upon the country in 15 years preg- 
nant :with calamities, during’ the time of 
the late. administtation, though perhaps 
without any blame to that administration ? 
All that could be done was, to offer the 
best advice and ‘aid in their power. That 
had been done. When the hon. gent. 
spoke in glowing colours of the calamities 
of Prussia, and of the evils extended to the 
world, in consequence of the destruction of 
‘that power, he had only to say, that no 
part of those misfortunes was caused by his 
majesty’s ministers, The misfortunes of 
this case required nune of'those exaggera- 
tions the bon. gent: was so prone to, His- 
tory recorded many instances of armies: 
destroyed and empires ruined; but’ the 
destruction of the Prussian empire was 
sudden and complete beyond parallel. A: 
mighty monarch, possessing avast army, 
distinguished for military reputation, was. 
in one day reduced to seek safety in a 
precipitate flight, accompanied but bya few 
faithful! followers of his broken fortunes. 
The hon: gent, had introduced into his 
speech the melancholy fate of the duke of 
Brunswick, That gallant prince, after re- 
ceiving his death’ wound, was carried into 
his: palace, in a litter; but when all means 
of ‘ease and safety were denied hiny there, 
he ‘was carried beyond the frontier ;—he 
couldgo no further, and his brave heart 
burst. But persecution did not stop here. 
€xsar° was merciful when the battle was. 
over, and those who had fallen, opposing: 
his ambition, were sure at least of honour~ 
able burial... But the son‘ of this’ brave: 
prince was’ refused permission to’ deposit 
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of his ancestors, This melancholy event hug 
‘been omitted; only because there was ne 
precedent for mentioning it in the kin 

‘speechy It was not want of feeling; pe 
who that read in remote history of thingy 
like this, was able to withhoid the tribute of 
a tear? And how much more naturally 
did that tribute flow for distresses whith 
happened in our own time, atid whichiwe 
almost saw with our own’ eyes! When, td 
use the words of the poet, we see ‘* Dariiy 
great and good, fallen from his high estate 
and weltering in his blood; what heart 
could be so callous as not to: melt with 


mit 
sympathetic grieff When the calamities 9 tho 
‘were real, and happened in our own time, § con 
their affliction must fall upon.us with a dow 9 of 
ble weight. And was it to be sepposed § gag 
‘that those who were ch with the J po 
‘weight of government should be peculiarly § do 
insensible, when deprived of the stays an@ § qu 
‘supports which they should otherwise reck- 
on upon, when their best hopes were lost? § its 
Their affliction was, indeed, most poignant; 9 no 
‘but it was some consolation to them to be tio 
exempt from the bitter reflection that it way 9} ~ tio 
brought about by an interposition of theirs, 9 ve 
or by any delay, of’ their timely aid § tic 
With regard, continued: the noble lord, to § ne 
the hon. gent.’s allusionsto Hanover asthe § tir 
sole cause of the declaration of war by this 9 ag 
country against Prussia, I amy astonished nl 
thatthe hon. gent. could hazard sueh an th 
unfounded statement. Indeed, ifthe hon. cc 
gent. had taken the trouble of looking at the ni 
terms of the declaration itself, he wouldhave 9° of 
there seen, that, so far from» Hanover ci 
being the only cause, the’ shutting of the tk 
rivers in'the north of Germany against our. 9 ai 
commeree was the principal alleged ground @ Ii 
of hostility, and upon that ground the h 
house voted’ the address’ to his miajesty, si 
which approved the course pursued by gow 
vernment’ upon that occasion. But even 
tsupposing that the:ports in the north: of r 
Germany were’ not. closed against our t 
shipping, was-not the detention of Hanover . 
by Prussia; upon such grounds: as that @ t 
power alleged, of such a nature as this 
‘vernment could not’ subscribe to? Was it t 
not such a claim, indeed, as our government 
could not allow any power to insist upoi ’ 
in @ negotiation, or’ to maintain without 
interruption? Would-the hon. gent. say that 4 
it was ? But, combining ’the' detention of 


Hanover with the a the ports I 
have already‘stated}. would the:hon, gent. 
us menibet of a cabinet, hesitate to advise 
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power which shquld be. guilty of such ag- 
gressions; or would he advise his majesty 
to conclude peace with a power which, 
under such circumstances, should insist 
upon withholding Hanover ? Then, if the 
hon. gent. would not do so, what becomes 
of-all the empty, and, I must say, trifling 
declamation which the house has heard 
fiom hin? The hon. gent. has thought 
proper to condemn the time at which our 
government declared hostility ‘against 
Prussia, triumphantly asking, whether it 
was wise and becoming in his majesty’s 
ministers to make war upon Prussia for 


those measures which she had taken in) 


compliance with the wishes or- directions 
of France, at the time when we were en- 
gaged in a negociation: with the latter 
power, one of the objects of which was to 
do away those measures, and the conse- 
quences resulting from them? But on this 
'IT shall only observe, that the question 
itself demonstrates that the hon. gent. has 
not taken much pains to consider the ques- 
tion. For upon reviewing even the selec- 
“tion of letters published by the French go- 
vernment upon the subject of the negocia- 
tion, he must have seen that there was no 
negociation pending with France at the 
time his majesty’s declaration appeared 
against Prussia; that selection alone fur- 
nishes enough to shew that the assertion of 
the hon. gent. was unfounded. The se- 
cond letter of Mr. Fox to the French mi- 
nister, which communicated the resolution 
’ of this country not to enter into the nego- 
ciation but ‘jointly with Russia, was dated 
the 26th of March, and to this letter no 
answer whatever was received until June. 
In the interim, tbat is, on the 23d of April, 
his majesty’s message, relative to the Prus- 
sian war, was laid ‘before this house, ~I 
would ask, then, whether, as‘no answer 
was returned to this letter for so long a pe- 
riod, it was not very natural to conclude 
that the propositions of his majesty’s go- 
vernment would not be complied with, and 


that the negociation was wholly at an end? 


Such being the case then, how can any 


candid man, will even the hon, gent. him- 
self, maintain, that the causes urged in his 
majesty’s message did not form a justifiable 
ground of war? Why, how did ‘the case) 
stand? France refused to negociate with 
us upon such conditions as, consistently 
* with our character, interests, and security, 
-we thought itour bounden duty to demand, 
and Prussia, upon a most preposterous plea, 
dominions the tervitory of 


-affixes to het 
Vou. VIII. 


Hanover, which was unjustly seized upon 
by France; and, in addition’ ‘to » this; 
Prussia orders our shipping to be, excluded 
ifrom: the north of Germany. In» the ad+ 
dress which the bon, gent. has read ito. the 
house, I perceive that there are very many 
professions of personal attachment to our 
sovereign, and; of anxious wishes for his ins 
terests. I would wish to know, then, from 
the right hon, author, or advocate. of all 
‘these professions, whether he, as a minister, 
‘would conduct a negociation, and conclude 
|a war which should alienate from that so- 
\vereign an heredjtary possession, wrested 
‘from him originally on account merely ofa 
war between this country and a foreign 
‘enemy—and in which war that hereditary: 
possession had no concerns? Of the se+ 
parate interest of this country and Hanover, 
I have read and heard much. Into the 

discussion, however, I do not now mean to 

enter; but, thinking as I’do, that honour 

is the most valuable possession of ‘any 
state, I have no hesitation in stating, that 

it would be highly injurious to the interests 
of England, because inconsistent with its 

honour, to leave Hanover to France or her - 
allies, under such circumstances as I have’ 
already described. When Hanover: was” 
taken possession of by Prussia, it will be re- 

collected that it was trasisferred to ber by 

France, with whom she was in the closest 

alliance, and when this was connected with 

the original cause of the invasion of ‘that 

electorate, I would appeal to this house 

and to the world, whether it could’be re- 

conciled with any sentiment of magnani-— 
mity, honour, or justice, to allow its 

lawful sovereign to be deprived of Hanover. 
in consequence of a war between Great 

Britain and France, I think I have’ fully. 
answered the hon, gent.’s observations 
upon this head. But there ‘is another 

charge of the’ hon. gent.’s which he has 
dwelt upon as the most serious, and ‘to 
which I shall take: leave to apply a few 
remarks, The hon. gent. makes this heavy 
accusation, that we did not send timely as- 
sistance to Prussia. But how soon had we 
reason to suppose that Prussia was at all 
disposed to enter into hostilities with 
France? At the time we declared war against 
her, she was in close connection with the 
French government. But notwithstanding 
our declaration, she had opportunities 
enough of communicating to: our govern- 
mént any intention she entertainéd with 
regard to France.. For, although war 
Progsia was declared April, 


| | 
{ 
‘ 
| 
| t 
x 
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til the 15th of August... Of course ample 
means of communication with our govern- 
ment was open to Prussia. But still nothing 
transpired to indicate to us the disposition 
of that power to break her connections 
with France, and to commence actual war. 
No sign of the separation appeared. But 
a8. ‘as it became evident to us that 
Prussia\determined on war, 1 venture to 
say, that not a moment was lost to afford 
that’ power every aid the vature of the case 
admitted, notwithstanding the relation in 
which we stood to her; gnd until the sin- 
cerity of Prussia in her opposition to the 
views of France became. very manifest, | 
am sure that no rational statesman would 
have advised us ‘to act, certainly not to 
send British troops to the continent: least 
of iall:could such advice be consistently 
given by those gentlemen who had last 
year sent forth a publication not at all cal- 
culated. to encourage confidence in the 
character of the Prussian court. No man 
ean feel more disinclined than I do to speak 
of that court, in its. present situation, in 
terms at all approaching to harshness, 


But, I must observe that, under the im- 


pression generally prevalent as to the cha- 
ragter and policy of the Prussian cabinet, 
and under the total ignorance in which this 
country was placed, as to its views re- 
specting France, until almost immediately 
before the war commenced, his majesty’s 
ministers were not fairly liable to the 


_ slightest degree of censure. For what was 
the fact that served to warrant any sus- 


picion of hostility between Prussia. and 
France? In the month of September, M. 
LLucchesini, the Prussian ambassador, was 
recalled from the French court, in conses 
quenge of his becoming disagreeable to Bo- 
naparte, and baron Knoblesdorff was ap- 
pvinted in his room, upon the express re- 
commendation of Bonaparte himself. When 
that ambassador arrived at Paris, did his 
arrival serve to betray, or did he himself 
intimate to lord’ Lauderdale, who was then 
there, any chenge: of disposition, onthe 
part of Prussia, towards France? No, 
nothing whatever. And, in point of fact, 


_ the first communication which his majesty’s 


inisters had as to the intentions of Prussia, 


was in a letter received from Mr. Thornton, 


our resident at Hamburgh,. inclosing a 


Jetter from baron Jacobi, expressive of his’ 


(that nobleman’s) wish to. come to this 


country in sometbing of. an undescribed 
‘Character (sous un caractere guelconque) in} 
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baron Jadobidid not leave this country un~ 


order to treat with us upon the subsisting 
differences between the two courts, and 
upon other matters of importance. Im- 
mediate measures were taken to facilitate 


the journey of baron Jacobi. “That no in- - 


timation of the views of Prussia had been 
sooner received by our ambassador at 


Paris, was not at all attributable to any - 


want of diligence; ability, and activity dis- 
played on the part of the noble lord who 
conducted that mission in a manner so emi- 


nently worthy of his character, and so well ” 
calculated, had an appropriate disposition 


existed on the part of the enemy, to bringit 
toan amicable conclusion. But no opportu- 
nity offered to that noble lord to ascertain 
the altered views of Prussia. Wheu,bowever, 


the intelligence of the alteration reached this 


country, ministers were not slow to act 


upon it. Baron Jacobi, whose proposals 


to this country turned out, after all, to be 
quite unsatisfactory, did not reach ‘Ham- 
burgh until the Ist of October, nor arrive 
in London until the 10th ; nor communicate 
his propositions to his majesty’s ministers un- 
til the 11th; and the battle of Auerstadt, 


it will be recollected, was fought on the | 


14th of that month.—From this statement, 
the house and the country will be enabled 


to appreciate the hon. gent.’s -censure 


upon the conduct of his majesty’s minis- 
ters in this transaction. That the con- 
duct of Prussia towards the British govern- 
ment was not-such: as allowed the latter the 
least opportunity of affording her any time- 
ly or effectual assistance, must be obvious. 


But still more unaccountable was the course | 


pursued by that court with.regard to Rus- 
sia her ally, who was pledged by treaty to 
assist her. The resolution of Prussia ac- 
tually to commence hostilities was first 
communicated to the Russian government, 
by count Krusemark, who was dispatched 
with that intelligence to St. Petersbargh, 


which he did not reach until the 30th of — 


September. The moment the tidings were 
conveyed to the magnanimous sovereign 
of Russia, orders were issued to set the 
troops in motion, and on the 5th of Octo- 
ber an army was marched off under general 
Benigsen. Such was the’ procrastination 
of Prussia, even towards a court with 
whom she had no differences to adjust, 
from whom she had a right ‘to call for'im- 
mediate aid,. and such was the course that 


rendered not only this country, but Russia, 


unable to afford her any: effectual assist- 
ance | Upon all the points referred to re- 


latiye ‘to: Prussia, 1 believe I have satisiae~ 
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torily replied.to the hon. gent. Iwill add, 
that it was the inclination. and purpose of 
ministers to afford every assistance and ad- 
‘vice in their power to aid the cause and to 
restore the interests of Prussia, The hon, 
gent. has said, that we have sent a minis- 
ter to that court, when the war was over, 
But I, beg it to..be remembered, that we 
could, scarcely have expected that the bat- 
tle. of, Auerstadt. would have. produced 
such direful consequences as have since 
arisen. I also beg to state, that the de- 
lay which took, place in.the departure of a 
noble lord (Hutchinson) was owing to two 
causes, first, that the noble Jord was not in. 
England when it was deemed adviseable to 
send him to the continent; and secondly, 
that he did not.clearly understand my first 


message to him. But when the mistake 


was removed, no time was lost in his jord- 
ship’s departure, and I feel,confident that 
the selection. of this nobleman for such a 
mission, is a measure not likely to be found 
fault with by any, man.—Now, as to the hon. 
gent.’s remarks upon the negociation, he 
has declined to enter fully into the. subject, 
but yet in stating, professedly with a view 
to inform ministers of the points ‘upon 
which he should feel it necessary to re- 
quire further explanation, he has not de- 
clined to, indulge in a strain of animad~ 
Version very well calculated to produce an 
undue opinion of the case. Without wait- 
ing for the further explanations which he 
professed to think necessary, he has thought 
roper. to assert, that the statement in 
is majesty’s declaration relative to the first 
overture for a negociation coming from the 
French goverumeut, appeared to be unfoun- 
ded. Does the hon. gent. mean to argue 
that the first letter of my late right hon. 
friend which related merely to the assassin, 
and which did equal honour to the head 
and heart of that illustrious person, had any 
_ reference. whatever to, a negociation for 
peace? No, not a word about it. The 
right hon. gent. has also animadverted 


__ with some.severity on Mr. Fox for not ha- 


ving disclaimed the compliment paid exclu- 
sively to himself on the subject of this as- 
sassin.. Every one who, knew him was 
sensible, that exalted man was ever an- 
_xioys and eager to. defend the character of 
friend or foe when assailed by base. asper- 
_ sions. He had done so at the court, of 
France during the interval of peace, and 


- ‘when Buonaparte intimated to him, that 


“my right hon. friend near me (Mr. Wind- 


against bis life, he openly declared te him, 
in the presence of his whole court, that it 
was a false accusation; that he was. sensi- 
ble and confident it must be so, for that 
Mr, Windham was, to his. knowledge, a 
gentleman possessing-the highest seuse* of 
honour, and altogether incapable of so 
base'a design; Then why should the lets 
ter of my, distinguished predecessor, be 
subject to the interpretation, attached to 
it? But as to the circumstance. of making — 
the first overture for .peace, I, perfectly 
concur with the hon, gent., that there is 
nothing dishonourable in the thing ‘itself, 
provided circumstances. call, for. :$o 
‘far, indeed,.am I from entertaining any 
such opinion, that were a. promising op- 
portunity to offer, and any change to ap- 
pear.in the pretensions of the enemy, 
should not be, slow to make an overture 
for negociation, from any fear of the re- 
prehension that it might incur, particu: | 
larly on the-.score of false pride. But 
with respect. to the Jate negociation, Lam 
warranted in asserting, that whem the per- 
son at the head of-the French. government 
told one of his; assemblies, that the first 
overture was made by this country,. he 
stated that which was untrue; The cor- 
respondence published by the French. go- 
vernment is imperfect in a material pojnt 
as to this part of the case... Only. one 
letter in answer to the first letter of Mr. - 
Fox appears in this publication, anda se- ~ 
cond letter, by which it. was accompa- 
nied,.is. altogether omitted. In this. se- 
cond letter, which is by much the more © 
material, Talleyrand. writes. somewhat. in 
these terms, “ Probably you would desire 
“‘ to receive news from this. country. I 
send you the emperor's speech to the legis~ 
‘s. lative body, in which you will perceive — 
‘“* how pacific his:sentiments are. I do 
‘© not ask what-is the prevailing inclination 
‘© with you: but ifthe advantages of peace 
are duly appreciated, you.know upon 
« what basis it may be discussed.” Now, 
this letter. being . suppressed, the. hon. 
gent. and others, who think with him, are 
lof course incompetent to judge upon. this. 
point, with regard to which they seem dis- 
posed to form such a positive opinion. 
But this letter will, be laid before the 
house, accompanied with .some - private 
communications upon the point, 
which we received through lord Yarmouth, 
and: which neither this. house nor the pub- 
lic have yet seen... From these communi- 


| Ram), was the abettor of onspiracy, 
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able to judge upon what conuitions we 
préposed to tréat; also what poiiits the 
French’ tiinistér acceded ‘to, and what 
points he dfterwirds ‘retracted —As to 
the proposition of the uti possidetis, that 
will be fully ‘explained by the correspon- 
dénce which we have to lay before the 
hiéuse.’ ‘In ‘the French publication of the 
papers, “you will observe an immense 
ehasm from the'month of June till the‘ar- 
Fival Gf lord Lauderdale : during that in- 
terval, lord Yariiouth was at Paris, not, to 
He Sure, an @écredited iminister, ‘and 


therefore‘nod formal notes were interchan-_ 


@éd ; but we have his dispatehes regularly 


us, and which elucidate 
the bis Coiimunications with the 
French “ministér; particularly ‘rélative to 
‘our détiiand of ‘hegociating in‘conjunetion 
This dentand’' from. 
Which 'we-never swerved) uittil the treaty 
UF. M. D’Oubril ‘reiidered unnecessary. 


With Russia. 


for us-to persist ‘in ‘that°contition. But,’ 
then; We con$ented only in order to 
farttier ‘delay, to” enter into a pro- 
‘visiorial ‘négéciation, until the opinion of 
‘tie Ruésiin’ court’ should ‘be ‘ascertained. 
"That! the’ fidelity’ of could: 
Viet be shaken, Was evident. 
‘Our ‘dispésitiin to make’an adequate re-, 


Yarn! for ‘such! fidelity, clintiot ih’ ay part| 


this ‘transaction, be for ove’ moment 
questioned. Wien ‘the’ object of ‘the ‘ne- 
‘gociation, did ‘the ‘peace’ to which’ it ‘was 
*onée expected to lead, ‘was to cement our 
‘alliance with this gfeat and ‘honourable go- 
Wertimerit,to check the’ farther ‘aggtandise- 
power, ‘and to restore’atid 
Femaiiied of ‘independente in 
urdpe, “amotig ‘othefs’ of course, ‘the 
*gtates’of ‘Prussia, ‘astonished that the 
Fight Won. gent. should maniféest'suth’a 
ided témiper“of ‘hostility to that! negocia.. 
+4idn, ‘and to’an’addtess which proposes to 
Shisimajesty “for: cOmmeficing “and 
‘puirsuitig itwith such benevolent, ‘wise, and 
*exalted viéwWs. .°But, the whole history of 
-this négociation ‘Will’ form. the most com4 
plete answer to the. hon. gent.’s objections, 
the’ best antidote to the ‘unbécomifi 
*“sarcasms which the hon. gent. has though 
“proper to deal out, particularly dgainst t 
°conduct’of predecessor,’ who 
thost for want 
“of and'manlititss of chatac- 
«ter Which ‘dre ‘most strikingly obvious in 
“his Tetvérs: That’ my: fight how." friend 
“made no cohcéalment ofe’negociation with 
the time hebrought’ down’ 


message ‘relative to Prussia, because in fact 
ho Hegociation was then On the tapis, and 
that “his coitduct was im ‘this, as in every 
instance of his life, plain, open, and manly, 
a simple statement of ‘the fact may ful 
demonstrate. The hon. gent.’s attack, 
therefore, is powerless ‘with regard ‘to my 
déceased friend. Btit ‘the attacks of the 
hon. gent. are gerieral. Among the rest, 
he has thought proper to level} his*shafts at 
me ; not, however, inhis speech. He re. 
served rie for his address, where he ‘com- 
plains of predatory squadrons being allowed 
to maraud‘without interreption, among 
West-Inidia colonies, ‘He ‘has not, howe* 
ver, stated the amount of these squadrons, 
the amount of the mischief they have done, 
mdre, the means by whieh they were 
able to get out of port. Now, the fact is, 
that' the squadrotis alliided'to by the hon. 
gent., wereat'sea before was appointed 
to the admiralty. One squadi‘on sailed‘in 
Oct.’ 1805, and the other dh'the 11th ‘of 
Dec.’ following’: ‘and-when' I: to the 
admiralty there Was not'a scrap of paperto 
be found that’ could inform tis as to the des- 
tinatiOn of We had no- 
‘thing whatever 'to guide our judgment, 
were left'to our own enquiry, and we could 
only send out sqdadrotis in pursuit of them 
im’every direction ‘where they were 
to have steered, “or whete any mischiéf 
could be’ dohe.: Thirigs remained thus till 
I got intelligerice of the’ fleet, after'which 
‘sir John” Dtickworth went’ in ‘search, ‘and 
 the’éVént Of’ his'S niUnths gallant cruize in 
‘search ‘of thém ‘is “well known. 
fleets ‘of the’ enémiy ‘did certainly reach the 
‘West ‘Indies, arid ‘véry ‘much ‘interrupted 
‘and ‘injuréd’our there’and on the 
Coase Of “Africa }"but this is in no degree 
imputéble'as ‘any’ blawie to the present ad- 
tinistration. ‘Since they’ came into power, 
not’ a'sitigle” squadron ‘has escaped from 
their ‘own ports’ except’ otie, ‘and out of 
that, 4'dr'5‘of the frigates which composed 
it have'been taken ; “our fleets ‘at present 
block them .up'in ‘every port along the 
whole’ extent of the coast. The fleets 
‘which’ formerly “escaped from these-ports, 
have been iiéstly scattered and dispersed 
jn, different quarters of the globe; some’ of 
have been’ so‘fortunate as to reach 
honie again, by “séparating, and by single 
ships’ stealing’ into their own. ports’ in the 
‘night, “in the ‘sane clandestine “way in 
‘which they hid stélen out. ‘Some of them 
Hare’ now blockaded “in ‘the Ameritan 


the | ports, “where our’ “ships” waiting 
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fast we ‘heard ‘of, had, to avoid our ships, 


‘ge had never ‘been known to titer be- 


‘sir Home Popham’s éxpedition had sailed 


“to a considerable disposa 


to wateh | ‘their coming out, “and if they 
Shall ‘dare to do‘so, I'have ino doubt we 
#iall ‘have good account of them. The 


jailed ‘into port, where’ @ ship of /ber 


fote; aud there is every reason to hope and 
believe, ‘that the winds and sea will beat 
her'to pieces before ‘the winter is over— 
fnext come to the embarkation that the 
hon. gent. seems to'thitik we ought to’ have 
pared on our ‘first coming into office. 
‘éxpeditions ‘that ‘he doubtless means 
to’suggest that we ouglit to have sent out, 
would be for the West Indies, But-has' he 
éonsidered, that if, as soon as we ‘had ‘been 
in’ office, we ‘hat!’ prepared such an “expe- 
dition,’ it would’ lave ‘arrive at the 
West Indies ‘until the lutter end of May, or 
the beginning ‘of 'June'?'and that, surely, is 
not ‘a’ time” for ‘beginning military ‘Opes | 
fations ‘inthe West Tadies': flord Castles! 
house;not'to: the' West 
JO; then, T’suppose its rheatt! that 
we should have sent | 
ft Of ‘South “Atmerica.  Phey ‘should’ 
ry Suppose that novelty of: stich | 
au’ expedition, “and the-exteiit'of the ope- | 
fatidns’ on that would be of a 
mature to requife at east: some time to. 
consider and ‘prepare. Whatever success 
‘we have Obtained in South‘America, his ma- 
jesty’s ministers do ‘not ‘pretend to give, 
emselves any credit for.’ “‘On'the of 
they gave an’ order that the transports 
should return ‘from the Cape’empty. The 
‘first ‘notice that the presetit’ government 
‘ever received Of such an expedition, was 
dispatches that they'received on the 24th 
June, ‘dated “from’St. ‘Helena in the 
‘month ‘of April. “Ar that’ tine it ‘was a 
matter of serious difficulty to know ‘whit 
to resolve upon. they had‘sent' out 
‘strong fleet, and’ that ‘fleet'should’find tha 


“they would not have known what‘ patt't 
"go to. “His ‘majesty’s ministers’ were not, 
‘however, negligent, They'sent ‘the'Samp- 
“son ‘mah Of'war, atid a convoy whith sailed } 
“under her* ‘protection, ‘as’soon’as the wind 
“would permit. “If a more-considerable re- 
‘inforcemebt’was not sent, “the “hon.‘gent, 
must’ ‘utkiowledge, there “might ‘be 
“other services ‘which: appeared 
‘sing, ‘arid tiut in the: situation’ vonti- 
“nent then ‘was, it'wasvextreme! desireable 
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muel Achmuty ’ssquadrowsailett for Buchos 
Ayres on'the 9th of @et.: which 
month after it was known the plitce | was in 
our possession, ‘and if it did not Sail:sooner, 
it was merely because detained iby 
unfavourable winds. thé discontent 
that the hén. gent; states to have’ been pre 
duced ‘by general Craufurd!s appointnrent, 
Imust only observe'that he certainly-kuows 
nothing of ‘the nature or ‘the ‘object of the 
expedition which has beem confided: 
Craufurd. ‘His majesty’s ministers hive 
certainly a right ‘to ‘select those officers 
whom they may ‘think 
cute those particular things that\are en+ 
trusted tothem. Butwhyiare’ we 
pose'that this selection of gen/Craufurd has 
given'great offence!? (We have'never ‘heard, 
neither does thehon.gerit. now allege, that 
is| the selection ofisir Home ‘Popham ever 
gave any/offence, ‘artd'yet sir Home Pop~ 
haw “has least‘as’ many superiors inthe 
navy, asegen, “Craufurd bas ‘iwi the -arniy. 
‘He is ‘only? the 160th upon: thelist of 
tains; aud yet who ever “heard *that ‘the 
jDavywere discontented, because:sir: Home 
‘Popham was:employed, while niany- of “his 
seniors were unemployed ? Weure charged 
with having supersedéd sir Jobn-Stuart, ‘sir 
‘Home Popham, ‘and'sir David:Baird. As 
to'sir John Stuart, it certainly iswot fairto 
‘Say that he was superseded. At’first; 7000 
men were placed.under his command for 
the defence of Sicily; afterwards, that 
nuntber ‘had been increased'to an‘army'of 
16,000 men, who'were commaniled by gen. 
‘Fox. ‘This “was-not ‘superseding sir, John 
‘Stuart, but making'his division-a part ofde 
much Jarger-army, Itcannot ber said, that 


of the iservices performed *by ‘sir John 
‘Stuart. “Nobedy ‘holds them ‘in a “highér 
light than Ido, nor feels: more proudly,.as 


the battle 6f Maida; but. ifthe-hon. gent. 
bhad ‘had but the’ patience’ to wait for 
hours.‘ longer, ‘he ‘would probably ‘have 
heard ‘from ‘my ‘right*hon. ‘friend '¢Mr. 
Windham). a notice of motion forthe 
‘purpose of returning thafike to:sir; John 
‘Staart}and those officets who distinguished 
themselves in thatvaction. T-believe, if he 
‘considers a little, she will not suppose that 
it/was merely forthe:purpese ofgiving:gen. 
Foxe highscommeard, that the sddditional 
was sent to Sicily. tossit: Home 
Baird, Pfreelycon- 


home, to take'the advantage of any 4uvour- 
“able ‘on the contitient, 


pend dpon-the ground that they 


}we think lightly, or-wish to-speak lightly 


an ‘Emglishnian, at:the glorious event of 
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did without orders, and upon their own 
judgement. and responsibility, undertake 
the expedition to South America. In pro- 
secution of their scheme, they did not even 
leave a.single ship of the line to protect the 
Cape of Good Hope. They even obliged 
@ frigate that was sent out to India with 
money for the payment of the troops there, 
to desert the destination that it was in- 
tended for and go upon tivis South American 
expedition. Such conduct as this I con- 
sider highly reprehensible, and were it 
_ to be overlooked, there would. be an end 
. tov all discipline and subordination. I do 
not wish to dwell upon the misconduct 
of men in their absence: but there is one 
act of sir Home Popham’s which I cannot 
hesitate tocensure as particularly improper, 
and that is, his letter to the manufacturers. 
‘What his motives for such conduct were, | 
cannot say. Perhaps he wished to court 
some favour and protection against the 
censure which he must be conscious of de- 
serving from government. Perhaps this 
letter to seek mercantile gratitude, while of- 
fending against professional duty, wasone of 
the fatal effects to be apptehended from that 
mischievous system of rewards administered 
by the committee at Lloyd’s, called the Pa- 
friotic Fund, a committee which is held 
out to the navy as giving greater reward 
and encouragement than the government 
of the country. Ido consider theconduct 
.of sir Home Popham, as highly reprehen- 
‘sible in a British officer, and, therefore, 
although I should be sorry to pronounce 
strongly on the conduct of any man until 
che has had an opportunity of justifying 
himself, yet I will say, that there is nothing 
in the first appearance of this transaction, 
which a British parliament can approve of. 
- If such conduct as this appears to be, 


could be not only justified but approved | 


of, it- would then follow, that all our mili- 
tary governors, in the West Indies, in 
Gibraltar, and in every. other part of the 


-world, might totally disregard the instruc-| 


.tions they should receive from government, 
and turn their whole forces wherever their 
private opinioff, or wherever their interest 
might point out. This is a doctrine, which 
I am sure the hon. gent. would not wish to 
hold outto our army and navy. - As to the 

_. changes in our ambassadors, and that to 
which he principally alludes, of 
: Mr.. Adair in the place of sir A. Paget, | 
must observe, that, after the very incau- 
tious publication of his correspondence by 


nary that we should think it proper that: 
some other person, should, be sent out to 
succeed him.—As to the dissolution of 
parliament, it is by no means surprising, , 
that, after the negociation had completely 
failed, his majesty’s ministers should advise 
his majesty to recur to the sense of his 
people, as the means most likely to obtain 
that unanimity which isso desireable under 
the present circumstances. .‘The dissolu- 
tion was at a time when the public business 
was over, when the harvest was finished, 
and when it appeared that. the election 
could be carried on without the least disad, 
vantage to the industry and convenience of 
the nation. We are charged with abusing 
the name of the king on a former occasion; 
but to that charge I will simply answer, 
that his majesty’s ministers had no idea of 
advising the dissolution, of parliament 
until they heard of the complete failure of 
the negociation, and as soon as they were 
informed of that event they advised it. As 
to the charge of his majesty’s. ministers 
having used improper means to influence 
the election, I believe there have been come 
plaints that government did. not. employ” 
that influence which they fairly might have 
employed.. I can take upon myself to say 
in the face of this house. and. of the public, 
that in no instance was a single shilling of 
the public money employed in, any election 
throughout the country. For what reason 


the long amendment of the hon. gent. has 


been proposed, I know not ; perhaps it was _ 
to answer the purpose of 

Whatever may have been the motives, I 
think 1 have generally replied to it, and J 
shall be ready to meet the charges sepa- 
rately, and more in detail, whenever the 
subject is brought regularly before the 
Lord Castlereagh assured the house, that 
it was not his intention to trespass on the 
time of the house, by entering at length 
into the consideration of the present sub- 
ject, particularly as all the papers and do~ 
cuments relating to it had not as yet been 
laid on the table, He agreed with the. 
noble lord, who had displayed great, elo- 
quence and very considerable talents in the 
vindication of himself. and. the rest of 
his majesty’s ministers, that the proper time 
for considering the important question. of 
negociation with France was, when the 


| whole of the correspondence should be laid 


before the house. .Coinciding with. him 
thus generally on the subject of the nego- 


the late government, it is not extraordi- 


ciation as to the fitness of the time for dis 
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‘f not founded in wisdom, nor the proposi- 


No! he exhibited his complaint in the 


cussing it, he begged leave, however, to ob- 
serve, that the course pursued by the 
noble lord and his colleagues in office was 


tions of the noble lord borne out by sound 
argument. Before he undertook to shew 
the fallacy of the noble lord’s reasoning on 
many of the general points contained in 
his speech, he should make a few prelimi- 
nary remarks on the noble lord’s reply 
and comments on his right hon. friend’s 
amendment. Whence arose the noble 
lord’s exultation and marked display of 
triumph at his right hon. friend’s resolution 
not to press the question to a division? It 
would appear as if ministers thought them- 
selves certain of the confidence of the 
house, and secure of a majority; but, 
leaving them to enjoy their own feelings on 
the occasion, he could not but applaud the 
view and object of bis right hon. friend in 
not dividing the house under the present 
circumstances. In’ whatever light the 

amendment might be considered by mi 
nisters, he was sure that every impartia 

person who attended to it seriously, must 
acknowledge that it was founded on matter 
of fact, and not on opinions and assertions. 
His right hon. friend had not endeavoured 
to attack the government under a notice ofa 
motion for an enquiry into their conduct; 
he did not thus impute blame to them, and 
suspend an implied charge over their heads. 


first instance, supported by facts, boldly 
and*unequivocally advanced, which gave 
ministers a fair opportunity of explaining 
themselves, and vindicating their mea- 
‘sures, ‘The noble lord had, in some parts 
of his speech, took credit to himself and 
his friends, for having uniformly acted in 
opposition from principle, and not from a 
‘spirit of teasing and harassing govern- 
ment unnecessarily. He could also assure 


the house that both himself and those} 


who acted with him on the same side were 
influenced by no motive in their opposition 
but public principle. They felt it their 
duty to wafch and revise the acts of mi- 
nisters, in order to call them to an-account. 
Such a thing might be deemed bad or re- 
prehensible. On this ground therefore the 
Opposition, of which the noble lord had 
formed a distinguished part, could not 
stand in competition, with respect to the 
discharge of public duty, with the present 
opposition ; for his lordship must recollect, 
that he and his friends had torned their 


backs on parliament, and neglected m 
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public concerns in the hour of distress and 
peril: when public duty required their at- 
tendance, they were not tobe found at: 
their posts; they had seceded and aban, 
doned the eause of the country, -and the 
trust reposed in them by their constituents. 
Having said thus, much the 
preliminary topics of the noble lord’s - 
speech, he should now proceed, to call, 
the attention of the house to some-promi-., 
nent points of the negociation, which was. 
the main question; and first, he readily 


admitted, that the issue of the negociation — 


was disgraceful to the enemy, and honour- 
able, on the whole, to this country, even. 
from the present blush of it; but,.not~ 
withstanding this admission, be felt much 
anxiety respecting many circumstances. 
connected with, and arising out of it; 
but he trusted ministers would be. able, — 
when the papers were produced, to re- 
move his present uneasiness. As he. had 
already observed, there were many points 
of the negociation which required very sa- 
tisfactory explanation, He was appreben- 
sive, however, that in carrying on. the 
discussions, ministers had deluded both 
themselves and Europe ; it necessarily fol. 
lowed that the powers of the continent 
had their attention fixed on the pro- 
gress of a negociation which lasted 8 months, 
and what naturally must have been the re. 
sult, but that their disposition to co-ope- 
rate against France had relaxed or produs. 


ced indecision? It was to be shewn, there- 


fore, what effect the negociation had on 
the rest of Europe; it remained for mi- 
nisters to prove that their protracted pa. 
cific discussion had not exposed and 
dangered the interest and security of the 
continent. It might have induced Russia 
to enter into a negociation with the French 
government; it might have even led Prus- 
sia to make a premature demonstration of 
hostility against France,.in order to ase 
sure both ,England and Russia that the 
cabinet of Berlin was determined to subs 
mit no longer to the humiliation and ing 
sults of the enemy. These.circumstances, 
and miany more which arose from the pen- 
dency of anegociation for 8 months, un- 
doubtedly made the production ofall the pa- 
pers on the subject. highly desirable and 
necessary... From. the conduct of minis- 
ters during the negociation, it appeared as 
if they had been certain of peace; if t 

had not made sure.of peace, was it possir 
ble, that during § months, while the dis- 
cussions lasted, they should have laid up 
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aif their military plans, and: the: whole| 
of internal defence and’ security ? 
nm what other possible’ ground: was the 
General'Praining act suspended in a great 
measure? Why was the instruction for re- 
golating‘ the army according to the new 
yster postponed till the return of lord 
uderdale? On what ground could the 
mégiect of all military resources be ac- 
counted for, but on the certainty of peace, 
under the severest terms of an armistice ? 
Tewas inipossible to conceive a more gene- 
ral torpor than that which pervaded every 
Branch of the army during the whole of 
those anxious months. After having 


_ paid the closest’ attention to the subject, 


he could only discern that 3 regiments of 
the line had been sent up the Mediterra- 
nean, and arrived just in time to see our 
gallant troops abandoning the brave and 


_ loyal Calabrians, to whom our commander 
had promised every assistance. He beg- 


ged likewise to remind the house, that not 
aman had saijed for Buenos Ayres till 
the returo.of~lord Lauderdale was known. 


‘Under the eizewmstances of the case they 


should either have recalled general Beres- 
ford, or sewt out a reinforcement immedi- 
ately. They had left that valuable cap- 
ture 4 months without any reinforcement ; 
and if the gallant officer commanding at 
the Cape had. not detached some of his 
troops, it would be impossible to tell the 
éonsequence.- This, however, was not 
the only proof of their indecision; there 
was another equally strong in their con- 
dtict towards general Miranda. He did 
not mean to. discuss the policy of forward- 
ny officer’s projects, that was a subject 
which required consideration: but why 
had not ministers decided one way or other 
61 a. question obviously interesting to the 
British empire? So far was government 
from making up their mind on it, that our 
commanders were obliged constantly to re- 
ply to the applications made to for 
support, that they would write home for 
instructions ; and at last we contributed 
our aid by sending a few light armed ves- 
sels to convoy the ex pedition.—As another 
proof that ministers had relied on the cer- 
tainty of peace, the noble lord mentioned 
the situation’ of our troops at Plymouth, 
where they had remained 4 months in a 
most deplorable condition, ‘at the expira- 
tion of which time the half of chem sailed 
for Sicily, where’ they remained locked yp 
&t thé very moment ‘when they should be 
peady at allies on the 


continent. Ie was evident that ministers 
could not commit such gross mismanage- 
iment if they had not literally duped theme 
selves with the sanguine expectation of 
peace with Buonaparte.—Here the noble 


with the ove formed this year, and inferred 
from the comparison, that the former, 


nation, energy, and wisdom, while the lat« 


exhibited the utmost imbecility. With 
respect to the appointment of brigadier 
general Craufurd, to the command of so 
large and important an expedition as had 
lately sailed, he concurred with his right 
hon, friend in saying, that‘it was naturally a 
subject which had dissatisfied many; to 
that officer, personally, he could not have 
the smiallest objection, he bad an opportu- 
nity of seeing his talents displayed in Ire- 
land to the greatest advantage, and had no 
doubt whatever of his possessing great mi- 
itary skill; but it should be remembered, 
hat he was only the fourth or fifth colonel 
in the service, and consequently, that if 
any thing occurred’ on the voyage, or on 
the arrival of the expedition at its destina- 
tion, to prevent him from attending his 
duty, the command in chief must neces- 
sarily devolve on a lieut, colonel under 
him. This would be an unprecedented 
situation for the troops to be placed in, 
He saw no necessity of giving an ap+ 
pointment which had excited such sur- 
prise and disgust throughout the afmy. 
Surely, it was easy for the right’hon, se- 
cretary (Mr. Windham) to have made a 
selection which would have given satisfac- 
tion, and have conducted the expedition 
with equal gallantry and success. The 
only merit his majesty’s ministers could 
pretend to claim on account of the business 
in South America, was. that of having gi- 
ven a considerable disposeable force to 
Officers invested with a certain discretion. 
As to the dissolution of parliament, hé 
highly disapproved of it. In lord Ho- 
wick’s letter to the lord mayor, dated the 
8th of October, there was not a word of 
the dissolution of parliament, but upon 
the 10th, parliament was dissolved. ‘This 
was a course of proceeding which was nél- 
ther justified by precedent nor fair dealing. 
He considered it as an electioneering trick 
of government, and a measure not called 
hs y necessity ; and, bestowed praises on 


the last parliament for the integrity of 
‘its proceedings. He contrasted’ the Tate 


lord contrasted: the confederacy of last year 


though unsuccessful, had displayed combi- | 


ter, as far as ministers were concerned, 
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was glad his right hon. friend did not press 


| hoped to be able on Monday next, to lay 


| thanks of the house to sir John Stuart, 


office of the chief secretary of Ireland, 


intimation of lord Howick, and with the; 


and read, and ordered to be taken into 


V. 


$1] 


dissolution with that in 1784, which he 
qaintained to be a constitutional exercise of 
the reyal prerogative; but here it was made 
yse of from party motives, and for party 
purposes. lie thought the amendment of 
his right hon, friend a perfectly manly 
mode of telling ministers wherein their 
‘conduct was to be objected to; but he 


for a division. It was very different from 
the conduct of opposition for the last 15 
years; for those gentlemen cared not to 
commit to writing their sentiments, but al- 
most always dealt in general censure.— 
The original motion on the address was 
then put and carried, nem. con. 

Lord Howick then rose and said, that he 


the papers relative to the negociation before 
the house, as every exertion was making 
to have them prepared as early as possible, 

_ Mr. Secretary Windham gave notice, 
that on Monday next he should move the 


and the officers and men who had fought 
uuder him at the glorious battle of Mai- 
da.— Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, December 20. 
Mr. Johnson from the 


presented the 3d and 4th reports of the 
commissioners appointed to enquire into 
the Fees, &c. of the public offices of Ire- 
Jand.—On the motion of Mr. Hobhouse, 
the usual committee to enquire into Ex- 
piting Laws was appointed.—-On the sug- 
gestion of lord Howick, it was resolved, 
that no petitions for private bills should 
be received after Friday, the 27th day of 
Feb. next.—It was also understood,.on the: 


acquiescence of the Speaker, that public 
business should commence every day at 
half-post. four o’clock.—The Speaker ha- 
wing enquired whether or not there were: 
any Election Petitions to be presented, 
and having, stated the order by which, ac- 
cording tothe rules of the house, the se- 
veral classes of those petitions ought tq 
-be arranged, the following,were presented’ 


consideration.on the days attached to them, 
viz.—Krom Horsham Jan. 8,.Penryn Jan. 
$, Saltash Jan. 13, Westminster Jan. 13, 
Tregony Jan..20,. Maldon Jan. 20; Aber- 
deen Jan..22.. The Westminster petition, 
spresented lord Folkestone, was from 
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James Paull, esq. complaining of the undue 
return of R. B, Sheridan, esq. The petition 
stated, that, regardless of the laws against 
bribery and corruption, Mr. Sheridan had 
been guilty of those offences, by giving re- 
‘wards, in various ways, to many of the elec- 
tors who voted for him; that he had used 
threats to induce those who would other. 
wise have voted for Mr. Paull, to vote for 
him; that he had procured a considerable 
number of illegal votes, and that by such 
means he had obtained a colourable majo- 
rity, and was returned, with sir $. Hood, as 
a member in the present parliament for the 
city of Westminster. The petitioner con- 
cluded by praying relief, 

[Tur Commissioners’ Speecu.} 
Mr. Lamb brought up the report of the 
address to his majesty, in answer to his ma- 
jesty’s most gracious speech. On the mos 
tion for its being read, 

Lord Howick, unwilling that any thing 
which be might haye said should mislead 
the house or the country, rose to explain 
two circumstances in the debate of the pre- 
ceding evening. It was certainlynot ex- 
traordinary, in the new and important situ- 
ation in which he found himself placed, that 
his embarrassment should be productive of 
some error, however unintentional. He 
certainly had last night cenceived and 
stated, that Mr. Fox’s last letter, respect- 
ing any negociation with France in which 
Russia should not be included, was dated 
as far back as the 26th of March; but 
having since referred to the official docu- 
ments, he found that the date of the letter 
to which he had alluded was the 20th April ; 
and theréfore so far the argument of the 
right hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Canning) 
carried with it more weight than inthe other 
case it would be entitled to. Having said 
thus much in correction of his statement, 
he should proceed to the explanation of 
another point in dispute. Very heavy 
censure had been passed by the noble lord 
(Castlereagh) and the right hon. gent. 
against his late right hon. friend (Mr. Fox) 
for not having repelled the accusation of 
preceding administrations contained in 
M. Talleyrand’s reply to his first letter. To 
prevent any migapprehension.that might go 
forth, before the papers should be laid on 
the table of the house, he would distinctly 


pelled that accusation, though the French 
government, in the publication which they 
caused to be made of the correspondence, 


tosuppress that part of it. 


declare, that his right hon. friend had re- 
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"Mr. Canning felt himself under the ut- 
most obligation to the noble lord for the 
extreme candour, which prompted him to 
come forward and‘ make the statements 


' which he had done, With regard to the 


date of Mr. Fox’s letter, it certainly had 


- surprized him very much yesterday evening, 


when the noble lord declared the date 
which he had just corrected; but he did 
not see that the alteration of date made 
such a difference in the state of the argu- 
ment, as the noble lord seemed willing to 
allow. He had contended, that not on one 
particular day alone, but that on every day 
the situation of this country, with respect 
to Russia, ought to have been present to 
the minds of his majesty’s ministers, and to 
have influenced’ their conduct. Withrre-. 
spect to the suppression by the French go- 


-vernment of the defence, which it now ap- 


nrg by the noble lord’s statement, had 
en made by Mr. Fox, of the conduct of 
antecedent administrations against the foul 
charges preferred against them, it gave him 
great satisfaction to find that such a de- 
fence had been made. ‘The house would 
recollect, however, that he had last night 
only reasoned hypothetically on this sub- 
ject, declaring, that if the chasms in the 
correspondence which he had described 
should not be properly supplied, such and 
such must be the consequences necessarily 
to be deduced from that omission. In 
pointing out these chasms, he conceived 
that he had done a service to his majesty’s 
ministers. 

Lord Howick added to his former state- 
ment, that Mr. Fox in his letter declared, 
that what he did was with the direct appro- 
bation ofall his colleagues. 

Mr. Perceval said, he did not rise to op- 
pose the address, but merely to notice one 
or two points which had been omitted in his 
majesty’s speech to the house. There were 
a few topics also to which he wished to ad- 
vert on the present occasion, just to let the 
noble lord who introduced them, see that 
‘his triumph was not as complete as he had 
induced himself to imagine. The noble 
lord had, in the course of his speech last 
night, drawn a comparison between the 15 

ears opposition, of which the noble lord 
had been a distinguished member, and the 


“present opposition, which he characterized 


as factious and harassing, while he compli- 
mented his own, as one which had been 


uniformly actuated by principle. Allow- 


ing the noble lord all the enjoyment which 


he could derive from his retrospect, he 


should tell him, that however he might 


please to denominate the present opposi- 
tion, he would find them at their post, at- 
tending to the progress of public business, 
and paying particular attention to: the con- 
duct and measures of ministers. Hf the 
noble lord thought that this kind of opposi- 


sing, he frankly informed the noble lord 


in time, that he could not expect much in- | 


dulgence or sound repose during the sés- 
sion. ‘The noble lord had laid great stress 
on the term popularity, which he emphati- 
cally declared the present opposition did 
not possess. This was a point, however, 
on which he did not see that the noble 
lord had great reason to exult. Let him look 
to the result of the general election. A 
reference to the contests in those places 
where the largest share of popularity might 
have been manifested, would soon shew of 
what quality and description the popularity 
of the ministerial candidates was composed, 
Look to Norfolk and Southwark ; come then 
to Hampshire ; but of the election for that 
place he should not now take any other no- 
tice, than just mentioning that bis lordship 
would hear more respecting it, before the 
end of the session,than might be palateable. 
The noble lord could not be ignorant of 
the sort of popularity which distinguished 
the treasurer of the navy (Mr. Sheridan) 
from the other candidates, at the election 
for Westminster. Observing that the right 
hon, gent. was not in his place, he should 
abstain, at present, from taking a view 
of ministerial popularity in that city. Me 
would take the liberty, however, of asking 
aright hon. gent. (Mr. Tierney) whom he 
was glad to see in the house, what he 
thought of the point at issue ? Why was he 
unsuccessful at Southwark, if the friends of 
ministers had been as popular as the noble 
lord would infer from comparison? The 
fact was, that as soon as the right hon. 
gent. connected himself with the negative 
quality of popularity which belonged to the 
present ministers, he found that he could 
not be returned.—With regard to the sub- 
jects referred to in bis majesty’s speech, 
pthere were many points which would be 
open to future consideration, when the 
official papers should be before the house. 
This, however, he wished the noble lord to 
‘believe, that in his opinion—and it was an 
opinion in which every man in the house 
and the country must coincide—were no 
papers prodaced but those’ already pub- 
lished by the French government, it would 


tion, founded on public duty, was haras- - 
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be no difficult matter to prove that Eng- 
land, during the whole of the negociation, 
had maintained her character for sincerity 
and honour. On the very face of those 
papers appeared artifice on the one side, 
practising on credulity, on the other, 
There was one occurrence in the progress 
of the negociation which, it struck him, re- 
quired explanation. It appeared by the 
French publication, that there had been 
two notes written on the same day, the 14th 
of June, contradictory toeach other. The 
argument in the longer of these notes, was 
completely opposed by the act in the 
shorter of them. They related to the re- 
jection of any negociation, but in concert 
with our allies; but it seemed very pro- 
bable that the communications from lord 
Yarmouth would clear up this at present in- 
explicable point. With regard to the 
omission in the address, of any condolence 
with his majesty on the death of the duke 
of Brunswick, if it had been possible to sup- 
pose that ministers could have contem- 
plated that event without the proper feelings 
that it was calculated to excite, the impres- 
sive and pathetic manner, so highly honour- 
able to himself, in which the noble lord had 
last night mentioned the circumstance, 
must completely have destroyed such a 
supposition. But the noble lord declared, 
that he had in vain ransacked the parlia- 
mentary records for a precedent. What 
precedent could he expect to find ? Was 
there ever an instance of the brother-in- 
law of the sovereign, and the father of the 
princess of Wales, stripped of his domi- 
nions, and dying in battle, in defence of 
the laws and independence of Europe ? Was 
there a precedent of such a fact? Cer- 
tainly not; and certainly, therefore, there 
could be no precedent of such a condo- 
lence. He therefore did think, that in the 
address to his majesty, it would have been 
proper to express the feelings which the 
house of commons must entertain on such 
an occasion. But there were greater omis- 
sions in his majesty’s speech, which he 
would slightly notice. For the first of 
these omissions, which respected the glo- 
rious battle of Maida, he felt himself totally 
at a loss to account; for that government 
were sensible of the value and importance 
ef this victory, was evident from the no- 
tice given by the right hon, secretary for 
the war department, that he would on 
Monday propose to the house a vote of 
thanks to the gallant officers by whom it 
had been obtained. But why of an event 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 20, 1806,—Z'he Lords Commissioners’ Speech. [86 
so proudly honourable to.the British arms, 


deprive his majesty of the satisfaction of de- 
claring his sentiments of approbation? He 
believed that not a single instance could 
be found in the annals of our history, of 
a victory achieved during the interval 
between one session of parliament and ano-~ 
ther, and which victory was considered of 
sufficient importance by government. to 
claim the recorded gratitude of the two 
houses of parliament, which had not been 
made a subject of communication from the 
throne in the speech with which every ses- 
sion was opened. Why all reference to the 
splendid victory to which he alluded had 
been avoided in the speech, he was at a 
loss to conceive; for he could not 
suppose that it was the wish of govern- 
ment to keep the king’s countenance. at @ 
greater distance from the army than ever. 
—He was also desirous of knowing how it 
happened, that in his majesty’s speech not 
a single word was said of the flourishing 
state of the finances and revenue of the 
kingdom? Were they not flourishing? 
He trusted and believed that there was no 
ground for any apprehensions on that 
score; but assuredly this was the first in- 
stance in which the crown had made a de- 
mand on the public purse, without taking 
the opportunity of at least affording to the 
people a pleasing and consolatory picture 
of the situation of public affairs, As to 
Buenos Ayres, his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Canning), understanding that the expedi 
tion, of which the result was the capture 
of that province, had been undertaken 
without the knowledge of government, 
had, very properly, confined his animad- 
versions on the omission of any notice of 
that occurrence in his majesty’s speech, 
to the omission of any statement of the 
advantages which the country must derive 
from. such a valuable acquisition.—He 
supposed that the discussion which related 
to the commercial intercourse between 
Great Britain and America had not been 
brought to a close, otherwise it assuredly 
would have been mentioned from the 
throne. When he recollected the bills 
which were introduced into the house du- 
ring the last session on this. subject, 
when he considered their nature and 
principle, when he remembered that 
they went to the destruction of that 
on which our naval. strength and_supe- 
riority had been founded, and when he 
reflected on the character and senti- 
ments of the persons. who had been chosen 
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by this country to carry on the negocia- 
tion with America, he owned that he 
looked forward with considerable appre- 
hension to the period when that negocia- 
tion would terminate. He hoped he might 
be permitted to hint, that the blockade 
lately declared was a circumstance to 
which government should be watchfully 
attentive in their discussions and connec- 
tions with neutral powers, It behoved 
them to take good care to come to some 
good understanding with those neutral 
powers, as to the interpretation which 
they might put on that blockade. This 
was a subject on which at present he 
would say no more. There remained an 
omission it his majesty’s speech yet un- 
noticed him.” No meution8had been 
twade of the.state of Ireland. He trusted 
that this silence might be ascribed to the 
total want of foundation for the alarming 
Tumours that had reached this country. 
Ministers must unquestionably be the jud- 
ges how far the usual prerogatives of the 
crown were sufficient to suppress insurrec- 
tion or rebellion, in whatever quarter it 
might appear; the decision rested with 
them: he only begged them to consider 
that the protraction of the necessary day of 
unishment was not mercy; and the de- 
lay which allowed insurrection to proceed, 
until it became impossible to quell it with- 
out a considerable shedding of blood, was 
not kindness. He hoped that the omission 
of any notice of the situation of the sister 
island was occasioned by the absence of 
‘any necessity for an extraordinay exertion 
of the law. Should such ‘a necessity un- 
fortunately arise, and should ministers call 
on the ‘house for an enlargement of the’ 
executive power, he could assure them: 
that they should meet with no opposition 
‘on ‘his part to any proper measure of vi- 
gour ‘which they might think it expedient’ 
propose. Having thus expressed his, 
Sentiments on the various subjects. which! 
had been agitated, he sat down, declaring. 
that it was not his intention to oppose} 
for reading the réport the 
ess. 
Lord Henry Petty believed, that in the 
t state of the house, and in ‘the pre- 
gent state of ‘the information before the 
house, tie should best consult the wishes 
‘of the house by adjourning the considera- 
tion of many of the points on which the 
fearned gent. had touclied in “a speech, 


which, although certainly it was not a very 


Jong one, ‘yet comprised ‘an infinite oe ‘was obvious that expressions of condo- 


of matter. He should not, indeed, have 


‘thought it necessaty to rise at all, but for 


that part of the learned gent.’s observatiorfs 
which were directed at the department of 
government in which he had the honour to 
hold asituation, and which therefore might 
be considered a personal allusion to himself, 
The learned gent. expressed his wonder, 
that nothing had been said in the speech 
from the throne on the state of the finan. 
ces. Nothing said! general expressions 
alone were to be looked for in documents 
of that sort, and it was distinctly, though 
generally declared, that “* the great sour- 
ces of our prosperity and strength were 
unimpaired ;” a declaration calculated to 


it would soon be his duty in the committee 
of ways and means to prove, by enterin 

into particular statements, was founded on 
just grounds. Letit not be supposed that 
he was unwilling to give all due praise to 
the solid system of finance, the result of 
the abilities of a late great financial minis- 
ter; he should avail himself of the oppor. 
tunity to which he had alluded, of doing 
justice to the merits of that system, and to 
those of its founder, and he should avail 
himself of the same opportunity to do 
justice to the merits of the noble viscount 
(lord Sidmouth), by whom, on the com- 
mencement of the present war, that system 
had been renovated, and firmly established. 
—The learned gent. bad hoped that there 
was a good cause for certain transactions 
apprehended to have taken place in Ire- 
land not having been mentioned in the 
speech from the throne. There was a good 
cause. The allusion to them could not 
have been attended with any useful par- 
pose ; and the house would perhaps agree 
with him in thinking, that bed the learned 
gent. himself abstained from alluding to 
them, it would have been at least as well. 
What object had the learned gent. in his 
observation on this subject? For their con- 
duct with regard ‘to Ireland, ministers were 
responsible, From the faithful 
of ‘their duty they never would shrivk. 
The learned gent. had noticed several 
other omissions, as he imagined them, both 
in the speech and the address. ‘With re- 
gard to the omission in the address, of “a 
condolence with his majesty on the deatt 
of the duke of Brunswick, after what had 
‘been said by his noble friend last night, no 
one could suppose that that omission origi- 
nated in any want of proper feeliug; but 


satisfy every reasonable mind, and which 
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lence must be governed by forms and ha- 
bits of proceeding; a line must be drawn. 
If usage precluded the expression of a 
sentiment, was it thence to be inferred 
that the sentiment did not exist? But the 
omissions on which the learned gent. had 
dwelt with peculiar emphasis, were the 
omission of any notice of the capture of 
Buenos Ayres, and of the brilliant victory 
of Maida; but more particularly of the 
latter. No mancould be more sensible 
than he was of the valour displayed ‘by the 
British troops in Calabria on that gratify- 
ing occasion; but it must be recollected 
that they formed merely a detachment, a 
‘small body, not under ‘the orders of a 
commander-in-chief, but of an officer who 
was himself commanded by a superior ; 
and there was no instance on record, of 
any victory, however brilliant, however 
striking, gained under such circumstances, | 
having been noticed in the speech from, 
the throne. Let gentlemen refer to the 
events of the last war. One of the most 
brilliant victories gained on the continent, 
and precisely in the same circumstances as 
those in which he had mentioned the vic-, 
tory of Maida was obtained, was the vic- 
tory of Lincelles; and yet it would be 


found that no notice was taken of this af-| 


fair, or of the officers and troops engaged 
in it, in his majesty’s speech which ‘imme- 
mediately followed.—As to the subject of 
America, the learned gent. had indulged 
‘himself in an attack on the two noble 


lords, who were employed on the part of 


Great Britain in carrying on ‘the commer- 
‘cial discussions with the United States. 
This, however, he would maintain, that if 
it were ‘possible to find two ‘persons better 
qualified, who possessed more general 
knowledge, more good sense, and more af- 
fable and conciliating manners, than any 
‘others, those noble lords were the men. 
But here the learned gent. only pursued 
the course taken by his right -hon. friend 
yesterday (Mr, Canning). He anticipated 
censure, in ignorance of the facts ; and at 


~ this early period, and before it was possi- 


ble ‘he could be in possession of the nature 
‘or progress of the discussions with Ame- 
‘rica, the learned: gent. augured an unfa- 
vourable result. He would not :at present 
go atlength into the learned gent,’s re- 
marks on the popularity of government, 
as displayed at the general election ; at 
some future period he should be happy to 
join issue with the learned gent. on this 
point, and enquire on what side the popu- 
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lar voice -had been manifested; ‘but he 
confessed that he was astonished to hear 
the learned gent. priding himself on the po» 
pularity of Mr. Paull, as— 
Mr. Canning called to order, not con+ 
ceiving it right to mention, in terms of in~ 
direct censure, the name of a petitioning 
candidate. 
The Speaker said he did not know of any | 
order prohibiting the mention of any name ~ 
but that of a member of that house. 
Lord H. Petty was glad to find he had 
not transgressed the rules of order in‘men= 
tioning the name of Mr. Paull, by doing 
which he did not mean the slightest dis- 
respect to that gentleman. He begged ‘to 
assure the gentlemen on the other side of 
the house, that he did not intend'to hurt 
their feelings by stating in‘ the most indi- 
rect mannér, that there was any similari 
between their principles or their popula- 
rity; he kuew they were quite opposite. 
He begged pardon for having-eccupied the, 
time ot the house with this explanation, 
but seeing that the right hon. gentlemeh 
‘were sore upon this point, he ‘thought it 
right to give them the full benefit of bis 
‘testimony, and to exculpate them from 
any such political connection. 

Mr. Perceval, in explanation, denied 
that he had imputed any want of informa- 
tion to the two nuble lords who were enga- 
ged in the commercial discussions with 
America. What he had said was, that the 
manner in which the bills on that subjeét 
were introduced into parliament last ses- 
sion, evinced the bad principle on whith 
the negociation with the United States -was 
founded. -As to the matter on which the 
noble lord had dilated at the close of his 
speech, he assured him that he had tio 
idea of priding himself-on thé popularity of 
Mr. Paull, but the contrary. In alluding 
to the ‘popularity of Mr. Paull at West- 
minster, he only meant to’ shew, that, 
comparing popularity with popularity, Mr, 
Paull had completely beaten the treasurer 
of the navy, until the government eoursers 
were harnessed to the car, by which meats 
the right hen. gent. got a-head of his ‘ri- 
val. [Cry of Order! Order!] 

Sir J. Pulteney entered into aneulogiom 
on the victory of Maida. So few were 
the opportunities offered to our brave 
troops, of meeting the enemy on fair ground, 
that he sincerely regretted that notice of 
this vietory did not make a feature of his 
majesty’s speech, although whenever simi- 
lar-opportunities did offer, he was‘satisfied 
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that similar results would ensue. Advert- 
ing te what the noble lord had said of Lin- 
celles, he contended that it was quite a 
different affair from that at Maida. e 
victory of Lincelles was highly gallant, and 
highly honourable, but it was obtained by 
@ mere detachment, who were sent to at- 


tack a post under the very eye of the com-|. 


mander-in-chief, 

. Mr. G. Johnstone, in addition to what 
had fallen from the hon. baronet, observed, 
that at the battle of Maida, general Stuart 
actually possessed the chief command in 


_ Sicily ; for sir J. Craig had left that island, 


and the commander-in-chief appointed to 
succeed him had not arrived. The state- 
‘ment therefore made by the noble lord was 
by no means strictly correct. But had it 
been correct, it would by no means have 
justified the omission complained of. 
.When lord Nelson achieved the splendid 
ictory of the Nile, was he not under the 
command of lord St. Vincent? yet that 
achievement had been noticed in the 
speech from the throne. The omission of 
any allusion to the situation of Ireland 
Ahad been attempted to be justified by de- 
claring that no good was likely to result 
from such an allusion. This was very 
‘true; but ought not every thing impor- 
tant and connected with the interests of 
the empire to find a place in his majesty’s 
speech without any qualification? He was 
happy to hear that government looked to 
the state of the finances of the country 
-with such confidence, and he cordially 
concurred with the noble lord in the just 
praise he had bestowed on lord Sidmouth 
for his attention to this subject. - 

Lord H. Petty in explanation, allowed, 
that he found he had pot been altogether 
correct in his statements, with regard to 

_the precise stgte of rank which sjr J. Stu- 
art held at the time of the battle of Maida. 
_Admitting this, he still maintained, that 
there was no distinct rule of proceeding ; 
but that bis majesty’s ministers were bound 
_to regulate their conduct by the various 
_gircumstances which different cases must 
.necessgrily present. 
The report was then read and agreed to, 


_ , and the address was ordered to be taken up 


to his majesty, by such members of the 
house as were of his majesty’s most ho- 
-nourable privy council.—It was then or- 


dered, that the speech of the lords com- 


_missioners to both houses of parliament, 


after which the house adjourned. 


PAPERS 
RELATIVE TOTHE NEGOCIATION WITH 
FRANCE} PRESENTED BY HIS MAs 
JESTY’S COMMAND,TO BOTH HOUSES 
OF PARLIAMENT, 22d December, 
1806. 


No. I.—Letter from Mr. Secretary Fox to 
M. Talleyrand ; dated Downing-street, 
Feb, 20, 1806. 

Sir; I think it my duty as an honest 
nan, to communicate to you, aS soon as 
possible, a very extraordinary circumstance 
which is come to my knowledge. The 
shortest way will be to relate to you the 
fact simply as it happened.—A few days 
ago, a person informed me, that he was 
just arrived at Gravesend without a pass- 
port, requesting me at the same time to 
send him one, as he had very lately left 
Paris, and had something to communicate 
to me which would give me satisfaction, 
I sent for him—he came to my house the 
following day—I received him alone in my 
closet ; when, after some unimportant con- 


tell me that it was necessary for the tran- 
quillity of all crowned heads, to put to 
death the ruler of France; and that for 
this purpose, a house had been hired at 
Passy, from which this detestable project 
could be carried into effect with certainty, 
and without risk. I did not perfectly un- 
derstand if it was to be done by a common 
musket, or by fire arms upon a new prin- 
ciple.—I am not ashamed to confess to. 
you, sir, who know me, that my confusion 
was extreme in thus finding myself led into 
@ conversation with an avowed assassin : I 
instantly ordered him to leave me, giving, 
at the same time, orders to the police- 
officer who accompanied him, to send him 
out of the kingdom as soon as possible. 
After having more attentively reflected 
upon what | had done, I saw my error in 
having suffered him to depart without 
haying previously informed you of the cir- 
cumstance, and I ordered him to be de- 
tained.—It is probable that all this is un- 
founded, and that the wretch bad nothing 
more in view than to make himself of con- 
sequence, by promising what, according’ to 
his jdeas, would afford me satisfaction.— 


you with what had happened, before I sent 
him away, Our laws do not permit us to 
detain him long, but he shall not be sent 


away till after you shall have had full time 


versation, this villain had the audacity to , 


At all events, I thought it right to acquaint | 
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to take precautions against his attempts, 
supposing him stil] to entertain bad designs; 
and when he goes, J shall take care to have 
him landed at a seaport as remote as pos- 
sible from France.—He calls himself bere 
Guillet de la Gevrilliére, but I think it is a 
false name which he has assumed. At his 
first entrance, I did him the honour to be- 
lieve htm to be a spy. I have the honour 
to be, with the most perfect attachment, 
sir, &c. C. J. Fox. 

No. 2.—Letter from M. Talleyrand to Mr. 

Secretary Fox ; dated Paris, March 5, 

1806. Received March 19th. 
~ Sir; I bave laid your excellency’s letter 
before his majesty. His first words, after 
having read it were, “ I recognize here the 
principles of honour and of virtue, by 
which Mr. Fox has ever been actuated. 
Thank him, on my part.” I will not allow 
myself, sir, to add any thing to the expres- 
sions of his imperial and royal majesty. | 
only request you to accept the assurances 
of my distinguished consideration. (Signed) 
Cu. Mav. 

No. 3.—Extract from a Letter from M. Tal- 
jeyrand-to Mr. Secretary Fox; dated, 
Paris, March 5, 1806. Received March 
the 19th. 

It may be agreeable to you to receive 
news from this country. I send you the 
emperor’s speech to the legislative body. 
You will therein see that our wishes are 
still for peace, I do not ask what is the pre- 
vailing inclination with you ; but if the ad- 
‘vantages of peace are duly appreciated, you 
‘know upon what basis it may be discussed. 
‘No. 4.—Extract from a Speech delivered 

by the chief of the French government 

‘to the legislative body on the 2d of 

March, 1806. 

I desire peace with England. On my 
part, I shall never delay it for a moment. 

shall’ always be ready to conclyde it, 
taking for'its basis the stipulations of the 
treaty of Amiens, 


‘No. 5.—Letter from Mr. Secretary Fox to 


M. Talleyrand; dated Downing-street, 
March 26, 1806. 
Sir; The information which your ex- 


‘cellency has given me of the pacific dispo- 


sition that preyails in your councils, and of 
the basis upon which peace may be discus- 


‘sed, has induced me to lay that part of your 
a letter before the king.—His majesty 
‘has repeatedly declared to his parliament 


his sincere desire to embrace the first op- 


‘portunity of re-establishing peace upon a 


solid basis, such as may be compatible with | 


the interests and permanent security of his - 
people: his wishes are uniformly pacific ; 
but it is asafe and a lasting peace that his 
majesty has in view, not an uncertaintruce, 
which from its very uncertainty would be 


the source of disquietude’ as well to the 


contracting parties as to the other powers 
of Europe.—With regard to the stipulations 
of the treaty of Amiens, which are pro. 
posed as the basisof the negociation, it has 
been observed here, that this phrase bas 
been interpreted in three or four different 
ways, and consequently, that further expla- 
nations would be necessary, whieh could 
nat fail to produce great delay, even did 
no other objections exist.—The true basis 
of such a negociation between two great 
powers, equally despising every idea o 
chicane, would be the reciprocal recogui- 
tion of the following principle; viz. That 
the object of both parties should be a peace, 
honourable for both, and for their respec 
tive allies; and at the same time, of a na- 
ture to secure, as far as is in their power, 
the future tranquillity of Europe.—Eng- 
land cannot neglect the interests of any of 
her allies ; and she is united to Russia by 
such close connections, that she would not 


‘treat, still less conclude upon any thing, 


but in concert with the emperor Alexander ; 
but whilst awaiting the actual intervention 
of a Russian plenipotentiary, some of the 
principal points might however be discussed, 
and even provisionally arranged.—It might 
seem, that Russia, on account of her remote. 
situation, should have fewer immédiate 
interests to discuss with France than other 
powers; but that court, so respectable in 
every point of view, interests herself, like 
England, warmly in every thing that con- 
cerns the greater or less degrge of indepen- 
dence enjoyed by the different princes and 
states of Europe.—You see, sir, how in- 
clined we are here to remove every diffi- 
culty that might retard the diacussion in 
question. With the resources that we 
possess, it is most ass@redly not on our owa 
account that we need fear a continuance of 
the war. OF all the nations of Europe, 
England, perhaps, is that which suffers the 
least by its prolongation; but we do not 
the less commiserate thé misfortunes of 
others.—Let us then do all in our power 
to terminate them, and let us endeavour, 
if it be possible, to reconcile the respective 
interests and the glory of the two countries 
with the tranquillity of Europe, and the 
happiness of the human race. I am, &c. 
Cc. Jy Fox, 
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No. 6.—Letter from M. Talleyrandio Mr, 

Secretary Fox ;,dated Paris, April 1st, 
1806. Received.April 7th. 

Sir; The very instant I received your 
letter of the 26th of March, I waited upon 
his. majesty; and Iam happy to inform 
you, that he has authorized me to send 
you, without delay, the following answer : 
The emperor covets nothing that England 
Peace with France is possible, 
and may be perpetual, provided there is 


- po interference in her internal affairs, and 


that.no attempt is made to restrain her in 
the regulation of her custom duties; to 
eramp her commercial rights; or to offer 
any insult to her flag.—It is not you, sir, 
who have displayed in many public discus- 
sions: an exact knowledge of. the general 
affairs ef Europe and of France, who re- 
quire to be convinced that France has no- 
thing to desire except repose, and a situa- 
tion such as may enable her, without ob- 
struction, to give herself up entirely to the 
labours of her industry.—-The emperor does 
not imagine that any particular article of 
‘the treaty of Amiens produced the war. 


He is convinced, that the true cause-was, 


the refusal to make a treaty of commerce, 
which would necessarily have been preju- 
dicial to the manufactures and the industry. 
ofhis subjects. Your predecessors accused 
us of wishing universal conquest. In 
France, England has likewise her accusers. 
Very well! We only ask equality. We: 
shall never require an-account of what you’ 
do at home, provided that,on your side, 
never require an account of what we 
doathome. This principle is reciprocally 
just, reasonable, and mutually advanta- 
geous.—You express a desire that the ne- 
gociation may not terminate in a short- 
lived peace. France is more interested! 
thanany ether power'that it should be per-: 
manent, It isnot her interest to make 
truce; since-a truce would only pave the 
way for fresh losses. You know very well) 
that nations, similarin this respect to indi- 
‘widuals, accustem themselves state of! 


‘ war, well.asite a-state of peace. All! 


the lesses that France could sustain, she: 
thus sustained. This will ever be the case, 
‘an the first.6 months of war, At present,, 
our commerce and our industry [se sogt.ré~ 
pliés sur eux-mémes] have taken the chan- 
mel dictated by the circumstances of our 
seountry, and are adapted to our state.of war.: 
Consequently a truce-of 2 or 3, years would 
-be\thething of others. the most appo~ 
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‘tion of a foreign power the emperor might 
accept the mediation ef a power possessing 
‘a great naval force, because, in that case, 
the participation of such power in the 


peace would be regulated by the same ins . 


tergsts that we have to discuss with you; 
but the mediation you speek of is not of 
this nature. You do not wish to deceive 
us; and you are well aware there is no 
equality betwixt us in the guaranty of a 
power which has $00,000 men on foot, and 
which has no naval force |For the rest, 
sir, your communication has a character of 
openness and precision, which we have hi- 
therto never seen in the communications 
between your court and us. I will make 
it my duty to employ the same openness, 
and the same precision, in my reply. We 
are ready to make peace with the. whole 
world. We wish to dictate to no one, 
But we will not be dictated to; and no one 
possesses either the power or the means of 
doing it. It is in the power of none to 
make us relinquish treaties which are ale 
ready carried into effect. The integrity, 
and the complete and absolute indepen. 
dence of the Ottoman empire form not 
only the sincerest desire of the.emperor, 
but constitute also the undeviating object 
of his policy. —Two enlightened and neigh- 
bouring nations would be wanting in the 
Opinion they ought to entertain of their 
power and wisdom, should they call for 
the intervention of foreign and distant 
powers, in the discussions of the great ine 
terests which divide them : Thus, sir, peace 
may be treated upon and concluded im- 
mediately, if your court really entertains 
the desire’ of attaining it.—QOur interests 
are reconcileable, inasmuch.as they-are dis- 
tinct. You are the rulers of the ocean, 
|your naval forces.are.equal. to those of all 
the sovereigns of the world united. 
area great continental power ; but there 
are many who equal our power by land, 
and your maritime preponderance will 
always place our commerce at the mercy 
of your squadrons, immediately after your 
declaring war. Do you.think it reasonable 
tq expect that the emperor should ever 
)consentto submit himself to your discretion, 
in continental affairs also? If,masters.of the 
through your ewn-power, you. propose 
being masters of the land likewise.by a.com- 
/bined force, peace is impossible; for in 
that case you will:be striving, far.an object 
\which you can never attain, —Ihe emperor, 


site to our commercial interests, and as be isto encounter every 


‘the emperor’s' policy.—As to the interven- | 


We 
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tiolds out the prospect of great- 


and of glory, Wishes for peace with 
England. He is man}; after’ matiy 
fitiPues Hie desifotis of repose; the father 
of his subjects, lie’ wishes, as far as: it'is' 
cOtipatibleé with’ their honour and with se- 
cutity for the future, to procure for’ therti’ 
thié’blessings of peace, and’ the advantages 
of'a sticcessful.and uninterrupted cdiimerce, 
—Ifthen, sir, lis*majesty the king of Eiig- 
luiid' réally wishes peace with’ France; 
ke will appoiut a plenipotentiary to repair 
to Lisle, I have the honour of sending’ 
you passports‘ for this purpose. A$ soon as 
thé’emperdr'shall' be informed of the arrival 
of the mihistet ftom your court, he will aps 
point’ otié, ‘aind'will setid him without delay, 
The’ emperor is' ready’ to indke' every con+ 
cession, whith, from’ the extent! of your 
naval’ forces’ anid of' your prepondérarce;’ 
you may desire to-obtdins I do not think 
that you can refuse to adopt the’ same priti- 
ciple of making lit proposals conformable 
to'the” hotiour of his crown: atid the ¢om: 
mrercial of his’ dominions. If you 
are just; if you desire oily Wliat'is possi- 
ble’ for’ you 16 obtain, ‘peice will’ be ‘soon 
conclude, by declarivg that'his. 
thajesty fully’ adopts’ the’ principle laid 
d6wn ih your dispatch, and: offered’ as tlie 
basis of the negotiation, “that the' peace 
should‘ be honourable for’ the tivo 
Ourts; and for their 'réspéctive allies.” 1 
the! hondar' to be, &c. Cn." Mav. 
FALLEYRAND. 
No.7 .—Lettet from Mr. Secretary Fox to 
Downing-street; 
April’ sth} 1806) 
Sir did not receive until’ yesterday 
evehing your dispatch of the 1st inst. Bé- 
fore T reply to it, allow me to asstire your 
éxcellency that the’ fratktiess and obliging 
tone which prevail in it have produced the 
greatest satisfaction here. A spirit of con- 
Ciliation inarifested on both ‘sides is alrea- 
great’ advance towards’ peate.—Tf 
your’ éxcelléncy says respecting do-: 
mestic affiirs’ relates to political’affairs, ‘an’ 


atisér is scarcely requisites We donot 


interfere ‘in’ stich conderns in time of war, 
less*shall' we tine of peace’; 
avid" nothing ‘céty be’ further from the ideas 
wish eithér‘to 
interfere With’ respect to the'infemalregd- 
lations you" judge” proper for 
of your custo duties and 
of "your commercial Fiphts, 
Or ts offer” t6 your 
‘Freaty ‘of Comimetce; England 
Vor. VILL. 


that she'has’ fio greater interest in’ desi-’ 
ring than other nations.’ ‘There aré many’ 
who’ think that such’ a treaty between G.' 
Britain and France would’be equally bene-’ 
ficia¥ to the two contracting parties; but’ 
this is quéstion updii which each govern-' 
ment must decide ‘according to its own 
ideas, and’ the patty rejecting it gives no of- 
fence, and is no way responsible to the 
party proposing it.—It is not my individual® 
opinion alone, sir, but it must be! acknow- 
ledged’ by every reasonable ‘man, that the: 
true interest of France‘is peace, and conse-' 
quently that the true’ glory of her rulers’ 
ought to be’ placed ‘in the: preservation of 
is true that we have mutually accu- 
‘sed each othér, but it carl atiswer no pur~ 
pose at the present moment to discuss the’ 
upon which’ those! aectsutions? 
were’ founded. Like you, we'desire'to treat’ 
upon'equal terms! Assurédly we are not 
aécountable to each other for what we do at’ 
home ; and the principle of’reciprocity that’ 
éxcellen¢ey has’ proposed on this point’ 
appears just and reasdtiable.—It cannothe’ 
détiied’ that* your argtitietits’ respecting the! 
inconveniences to which France would be 
subject by’ a‘ sliort-lived ‘peace, are’ well 
founded : bat-oh the other hand;' those 
which we should’ suffer would ‘likewise’ be 
very considerable, It is’ perhaps’ natural, 
that in such cases each nation exaggerates. 
its own dangers; ‘or at least’ that ‘shé exa- 
inihes them’ nore’ minutely, and with a 
tore penetrating eyé thatr those of otters: 
With respect’ to the interposition’ of fos 
reign power, one'catihot refrain’ from*ob- 
‘serving, that in whatever relates’ to peace 
and’ war’ between  Eiigland® atid Franee; 
Russia can ‘never be considered’a foreign 
power, in as mitch’as sheis in actual alliatice 
with at'war with France, Por 
which reason ‘the’ interposition of the 
peror Alexander was proposed im my letter 
uot as a“miediator, but’as a partys) Your 
excellency, it the last paragraph’ of your 
dispatch, ackttowledges, that the” péace 
“ought honourable, not ‘only for 
‘England and Fratice, but also for theit’ ré- 
‘spective allies.” beitig tlie ‘ctise, it 
appears to us’ considering’ thie 
‘close’ alliance” subsisting” bétweeiy tlie’ to 
governinents, that that of 
‘any other thane’ pro visionary nege-_ 
relation, without oF, the 
very ‘least, previous consetit' of herally. 
what Peliites ‘to! tHe "integrity ‘avid 


independence’ of thé! Ottaihan empire, 10 
diffic preset iteel objects 
H 
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being, equally dear to all the parties inte- 
rested in the present discussion, . It is per- 
haps true, that the pewer of Frauce onland, 
compared with that of the rest of Europe, is 
not equal to the superiority that we possess 
~ at sea, cousidered in the same point of 
view: but it can no Jonger be concealed, 
that the project of combining the whole of 
Europe against France, is to the last degree 
chimerical ; besides; it is in truth carrying 
the apprehension of what may happen 
hereafter rather too far, to consider the al- 
_ liance between England and Russia (the two 
powers of Europe the least calculated to at- 
tack France by land) as tending to produce 
such a coisequence.—Nor can the imter- 
vention of Russia in the negociation, be 
considered as the formation of a congress, 
either in appearance or in reality, inas- 
much ¢s there will be only two parties, 
Kvgland and Russia on one side, and France 
on the other,’ A congress might be de- 
sireable in many respects, after the signa- 
ture of preliminaries, in case all the con- 
tracting parties should be of that opinion ; 
' but this is a proposition that may be freely 
' and amicably discussed, after the principal 
points shall have been arranged.—Tbus, 
sir, I have laid before you, with all the 
clearness in my power, the sentiments -of 
the British ministry upon the ideas which 
you have suggested. I entertain the gra- 
_ tifying persuasion that there remains only 
one essential point upon which we are not 
agreed.-As soon as you consent that we 
shall treat provisionally until Russia can 
take, a part in the negociation, and from 
that moment, conjointly with her, we are 
ready to begin without the delay of a single 
day, at whatever place, and in whatever 
form, the two parties tnay judge best adap- 
ted to bring to a happy issue the object of 
our labours; as expeditiously as possible. 

Jam, &c. C. J, Fox. . 

‘No. 8.—Letter from M. Talleyrand to Mr. 
Secretary Fox; dated Paris, April 16, 
1806.—Received April 19th. 

Ihave taken the pleasure of his 

“majesty the emperor and, king, before 
whom I lost no time in laying the dispatch 
which your excellency did me the honour 
of writing to me, under date of the 8th 
instant.—It appeared to his majesty, that, 
admitting.as you do the principle of equa- 
lity, you nevertheless still persist in re- 
quiring @.form of negociation which. can- 

“not accord with that principle. When ina 

discussion between two equal powers, 

of. them ogalls: for the.interference of a 


third, it is evident. that she seeks to destroy. 
that equilibrium so favourable toa fair and. 
free discussion of their interests: It is . 
manifest that she is not willing to content. 
herself with the advantages and the rights. 
of equality. F ready to believe, sit, that 
in entering for the last time upon this dis. 
cussion, I shallsucceed in persuading your 
excellency, that, under no plea and on no. 
account, should Russia be called upon to_ 
take part in the proposed negociation be« 
tween England and France.—When the 
war broke out between the two countries, _ 
Russia was at peace with France. This war 
has produced no alteration in the relations 
which existed between her and us. She 
first proposed her mediation ; and after- 
wards, in consequence of circumstances foe 
reign to. the war which divides us, a cool+ 
ness arose between the cabinets of St. 
| Petersburgh and the Thuilleries; the em- 
fperor Alexander thought preper to. sus~ 
‘pend bis political relations with France; 
but at. the same.time declared in the most 
positive manner, that it was his intention. 
to take no part in the existing disputes be- 
tween us and England.—We do not think . 
that the conduct which Russia has since ~ 
beld, has in the smallest degree altered this 
determination. She has, it is true, con- 
cluded a treaty of alliance with you; but 
it is easy to see from what has been made 
public of this treaty, from the object it had © 
in view, and still more from the conse- 
quences of it, that it had no connexion 
with the war which has been carrying on 
nearly 2 years between us and England.— 
This Treaty was an agreement to take a 
part in a war of a different nature, more 
extensive and more general than the first, . 
From this war the Third Coalition sprung, ' 
in which Austria was a principal and Russia 
an auxiliary power. It was only in intense 
tion that England participated in this war.’ 
We have never had to oppose her forces in 
conjunction with those of her allies, Russia 
acted only a secondary partin it. No de+ 
claration addressed to France informed us 
that she was at war with us ; and it is only 
upon the field of battle where the Third 
Coalition was destroyed, that we have been 
officially informed that Russia was a par 
to.its—-When his Britannic maj. declare 
war against France, be-had an end in view 
which. he made known by his manifestoes, 
This object directed the nature of the war; 
when, 18, months afterwards, his Britannic 
majesty formed an alliance with Austria, 


and Sweden, be had other objects 
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in view. ‘This was a new war, the motives 
of which must be sought for in the official 
papers which have been published by the 
diflerent powers; amongst these motives, 
the direct interests of England are never 
mentioned, These two wars therefore have 
no common connexion; England in reality 
never participated in that which is termi-; 
nated. Russia never took any part directly | 
or indirectly in that which still exists. There 
is, therefore, no reason why England should | 
not’ singly terminate a war, which she 
singly has*Waged against us. If bis maj. 
the emperor were now to adopt the princi- | 
plé of.negociating with England jointly’ 
with her new allies, he would implicitly’ 
admit the. actual existence of the Third) 
Coalition, the continvance of the German 
war, and the identity of this war with that 
which France sustains against England. 
He would implicitly accept for the basis of 
the negociation the conditions of M. Noe, 
vosiltzoff, which excited the astonishment | 
of Europe, and were revolting to the cha-' 
acter of the French ‘people:—and 
conqueror of the Coalition, the emperor, 
would voluntarily place himself in the 
situation of the .cconquered.—-At present: 
the emperor has nothing to discuss with 
the Coalition. He is entitled to refuse the: 
recognition of the relations which you have’ 
had with it; and in treating with you there 
ican be no other question, than the object 
and the énterests of the war which was en- 
tered into previous to your alliances, and 
which has survived them.—Notwithstand- 
ing only-6 months have elapsed since the 
weil which concealed the secret combina- 
tions of the last war has been removed, it' 
-is nevertheless true that the continent is 
‘at peace. Your principal ally, Austria, has 
made a separate peace. Prussia, whose ar- 
smieg were for some time on the warestablish- 
‘ment, has concluded a treaty of offensive and 
defensive alliance with us. Sweden is not 
worthy a remark, As to Russia, there exist. 
-between her and us direct proposals of ne- 
gociation, Powerful as she is, she requires 
the protection of no one, and she cannot 
call for the intervention of any court to 
terminate the disputes between us. Her re- 
‘mote position places her so entirely out of 
our. reach, and deprives her so completely; 


_-of all means of annoying us, that the al-; 


-teration in our respective connexions, oc-: 
casioned by a state of war or a state of 
peace, is purely of a diplomatic nature. 
If in such a situation, the emperor were 
to accept the condition of negociating 


jointly with England: and Russia, would 
he vot resign all bis advantages? Would he 
not admit ‘the existence of a war which he 
has gloriously terminated? Would he not, 
in fue, abandon, in favour of England, 
the principle of equality already agreed 
upon between us? If, sir, you will only 
examine’ with the discernment which be- 
longs to you the considerations which I 
have the honour to lay before you, you 
will agree that such a negoeiation would be 
far more prejudicial to: us than war, and 
even than a congress.—Iy fact, in a con- 
gress, if England, Sweden,- and Russia 
contended in support of »the ‘principles 
which formed the basis of the Third Coa- 
lition, Prussia, Denmark, the Porte, Per- 
sia, and America would protest against — 
those principles, and would require equal 
laws for navigation ‘and a just division of 
the empire of the seas. - Doubtless, in this 
discussion, the diminution of the power 
of France would be frequently voted ; but 
as frequently would the diminution of the 
power of England also be voted. The ba-_ 
lance of power in the south of Europe 


‘would be demanded by some, ‘but others 


would demand the balance of power in the 
north. Many would bring forward the 
balance of power for Asia; aH-would feel 
an interest in the balance of power en the 
seas; and if it were possible to hope that 
any result could be formed in the midst of 


Fsuch complicated and turbulent discussions, 


that result would be just, because it would 
be complete; and certainly his majesty 
has declared, under every circumstance, 
that he would have no repugnance to 
make sacrifices for the public tranquillity, 
whenever England, Russia, and all the 
great powers shall be disposed to recognize 
established rights, to protect the weaker 
states, and to adopt the principles of jus- 
tice, moderation, and equality; but the 
emperor knows mankind too well to allow 
himself to be led ‘away-by chimerical ideas, 
and he feels that it would ‘be in vain to 
seek for peace in a labyrinth of ten years 
of discussions, which during that period 
would ,perpetuate war, and would only 
have the effect of rendering its termination 
still more difficult and uncertain. It would 
theifbecome necessary to ch the sys- 
‘and, as was done at Utrecht, leaving 
the allies to perplex themselves in vain and 
endless disputes, to: enter into a separate 
negociation ; to discuss, as was then done, 
the interests of the two powers and of 
their respective allies; at last to make 


| 

| 
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peace. make |it so 
equitable and..so. as.to be,im- 
mediately, agreed, to. by, all.the, powers con- 
cerned, Thisris the,,mode;in|which  it.be- 
cones. two such nations as England ,and 
France to, lerminate, ; mot at the: distance, of 
10, years, but immediately, the Mifferences 
which.divide .them, ayd,at the,same time’ 
to.establish the regulation of their rights 
and ofthe interests of their ,allies.—To' 
Fesume,,. -see, in. the proposed nego- 
clation,. only, 3,pessibje forms of discussion 
negociation, England the allies | 
which she, acquired at the. timeof for- 


mation of the Third , Coalition; negogia-' 


tion, with jall the powers.of Europes, with’ 
the addition,of America; “negociation, with: 
England alone.—The of ,these forms is 

jnadmissible, because, it,would .subject the, 
emperor tothe influence ofthe Third Coa- 
lition, whigh.no: longer exists.. ‘The, em- 
perorwould shave negeciated in this,manner 
if jhe .had,been vanquished... The 2d, form 
of, negogiation, would eternalize -the war, 
unaypidable, occurrences to: which it 
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a,party, .is absolutely We 
wish for, peace; but..we cannot wish: for 
any thing, which may, be 
the dignity of our, sovereign, or to 
nour.and the inserests of the nation, Bat 
if. we negociate without Russia, consideri 
the intimate ities by which we are united 
with that power, we should ¢oneeiye 
selves open to the reproach of havi 
failed in tbat, scrupulous fidelity to our ien. 
giagements, on which.we pride ourselves; 
whilst, on the, other hand, by; pe rergisting in 
our, demand that ;Russia be admitted, we 
do. not conceive,that.we do any thing 
trary to,that, principle of equality to.whieh 
hoth ofus Jay claim. When the three 
planipotentiaries are. assembled, haw :canit 
be, thought that.any question. could be car 
ried by the majonity of voices? .or even 
thatsuch an assembly could hawe any, thing \ 
in common with a general congness:? ‘Phere 
would/be.jn fact /but, two parties an. ati; 
one side, France ; the other thie, al- 
hed powers. Moreover, if thought so 
advantageous in.an affair of this nature:to 


at every instant give rise, and, the 
spassions, which it would, Jet, loose! without 
soutraul, did not, cause. the, discussions, te 
be; broken, off, with violence few years 

(ter, they, should .have been , entered into. 
Dhe.3d therefore, is theonly one which can 
be desired by those who really wish for peace. 
majesty is copfident, that, the just.and'| 
moderate ,dispositions .which he. bas the 
satisfaction of, observing in the tone. and 
Janguage. of the, ministers of his, Britan- 


haye two against one, no.objection would 
be made your.introducing whichever of 
your allies you.may. judge most expedient, 
Sincerely desirous of avoiding .useless 
disputes, 1:do not allow. myself to ‘enter 
into a discussion of the consequences whieh 
yourexcellency draws from the events ofithe 
last campaign.—I will only remark, that J 
do .notisee reason why an alliange 
| should be.considered as null regard to 
the powers .who adhere to it, because a 


bic, majesty, seconding,.in conformity. 
‘his Aesires, the pacific sentiments of which 
be as more ‘than. eyer determined .to afford 
‘proofs to allies; and even to his epe- 
Jnies, the nations. exhausted: by the effurts 
,of a, war, the interest. of .which it, is, 
ficult. to.perceive .as its real object is difti- 
cult. to discover, will, thus see a «peace, 
which called for, by. ,all their.wants and 
all.their,wishes, result.from the. proposed 
request, Sir, U. 
No.9.-—Letier from’ Mr. Secretary Fox 
Talleyrand; dated, Dowuing-Street, 

‘April 20th, 1806, . 

“Sir ; 1 received the,day. before yesterday 
your, excellency’ sdispatch of the -L6thinst. 
After having repeatedly read iit with all 


“possible attention, .1,do not find in it any 


Argument sufficient to, induce our govern- 


ment to change the opinion which it has al- 
declared;,, namely, that any nego- 
in-which Russia is not included as 


power who formerly (belonged to it jhas 
been <iviached from it by the, mistortunes 
of .war.=-With regard to. the overture 
which Russia has made you,wehaveno.know- 
ledge of it; but, whatever may be the: na- 
ture.of it, we are persuaded that that.court 
will. never conduct itself ,so.as to commit 
the.acknowledged honour. of its character, 
or to weaken the ties of friendship and,of 
confidenge which: still subsist betsveen Eng- 
Jand. and Russia. ‘To return,to. the, point ; 
pyour, excellency mentions, that, in the:pro- 
posed negociation, you knowobut of three 
possible formsof discussion. | The ap- 
/pears to you 
what I have, had.-the honour, to write to 
you, you must.be. convinced, sir, that: the 
8d is, incompatible, beth with our funda- 
menial ideas of justice shonour,.and 
with our conception of the interests of our 
country. "The 2d is mot perbaps bad, so 

far as regards principle ; but besides 


the delays whieh: at .would:, ongesins it 
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-frankly to your,excellency, that J,see no 


Jency, that England can never consent to: 
gnexelusion’ which would degrade her 


oan attempt.with respect. to either of these 
“points, would equally affect the Frenc 
character ; and -I do. not, hesitate to. sa: 
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would scarcely be practicable ,in ;the;pre- 
sent conjuncture.—lt is jtherefore ,with 
much regret, thatI,am obliged/to declare 


hope of peace, at this moment, if you should 
pot-be disposed to negociate jin the 
nersvhich we -have proposed.—! think my- 
seif,cbliged to add, this form is,essen- 


jpg: to ‘us than. it ought,to be, and than in| 
réglity itis. [tis not necessary to declare to 
minister iso, enlightened as your excel-: 


jand which she believes that she may.ever 
hold, among nations, of the world,— 
Hhe-aflair, in fine, is reduced to one single’ 
point ; , Will you negociate,conjointly with 
Russia? -We answer, Yes but if you re- 
Auire us to negociate separately, we answer, 
No.--Although we ;bave, not succeeded in 
the great object which we proposed to 
éelves,,the two, governments may well pride 
ithemselyes.on the candour and frankness 
avbich; have characterized, the discussion of 
stheir differences; and 1 owe .to you, on 
ownaccaunt, sir, thanks for the obliging 
manner in which your excellency, expresses 
yourself with regard to-me. am, &c. 


10.--Letter from Talleyrand_ ta 


_sMr. Secretary Fox; dated Paris, 2d 
June Ath, 
I have, laid, before,the emperor the 

alast letter, which your excellency.did me 

the honour to, white.to me. _ 1 can only, by 
this orders, repeatito you, that to, require of 

France that she sbould treat,with you upon 

the principle of. your alliance with Russia, 

As wisbing to. reduce ys to a gonstrained 

\form of discussion, and supposing us 

State of humiliation, jnto. which, we -have 

never fallen, The enemies of France must 

not hope to dictate to.her,either the condi+ 
vtions of peace, or,a made of 
contrary tothe established usages. Such 


Knglish army should have invaded Belgiun 
and should be at the pojat of entering. 
cardy, -by, the mouth of the Somme,-- 
Foust, again repeat to you, ,that bis 
maj. is truly desirous of peace; and why. 
should not Ladd, what we,might have seid, 
what we really have said at the rupture of 
every negociation for peace, that the conti~ 
nyance of the war has never been prejudi- 
cjal,to,the grandeur of France,.and that, in 
time of peace, a great nation can use its 
power only to maintain itself, and preserve 
in their. present state its relations with the 
neighbouring countries,—France, sir, dogs 
not object, to your right of choosing and. 
preserving your. allies. In war she ha 
not the, choice of her enemies, and . sh 
myst fight them separate or united, as it 
may suit their .conyenience to concert 
among themselves, for the accomplishment 
of their views of aggression and. resistane 
and for the formation of alliances go litle. 
conformable to, the real interests.of their 
respective countries, that the. first, clause of - 
them, has always been a condition of secre 
cy.— Because we wish, in this case, to 
follow the form. of negociation which. has: 
been, customary at all, times and. in 
countries, you con¢lude that we desire that . 
you should haye no connection with, the . 
continent. I do,not.conceive that we,eyer : 
gaye you any reason for drawing such an 
inference. We cannot binder any goyern-— 
ment from forming an alliance with you, : 
we cannot wish,either what is ynjust, 
or what is absurd, It is one thing, that 
you should form alliances according to 


your own,choice, but it is another, that we 


should concur in,them,and aid you in.con- - 
tracting them. But to consent to treat 


}upon the. principle of :your alliances, and - 


fo. introduce, them into .the discussion of 
the direct and immediate interests that. dj- 
vide us, is doing much more than. suflering 
jand acknowledging them itis, in a man- 
ner consecrating, cementing, and guaran- 
tying them. Ihave already, sir, observed 
to. you, ,that we cannot yield upon. thi 
point, because the principle is in our.fa- 
vour.—To,leave, however, from hencefor- 
Ward, no room for any misunderstanding, 
I think it.my duty to, propose.to you, Ist, 
‘To nggociate. in. the same preliminary 
forms which were adopted during the admi- 
nistration of the marquis of Rockingham, — 
in 1782; forms, which were not. renewed 
swith so, much advantage in the negociations 


of Lisle, but which were. perfectly suc— 


| 
| 
|. 
| to us, not | | reasons 
have had-the-shonour to, explain to your ex- 
gellency, butin}so much,4s.any other form: 
might create, suspicions that you really en- 
stertain the chimerical; project with which 
you jase,charged (wrongtully,as I willingly 
belieye) of excluding us from any,conyec- | 
tion withthe continental powers of Europe ; 
and even, that,such.an idea. is less revolt- 
from, the.rank which she-bas hitherto held, | 
q 
| 
) 
| | 
| 
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cessful in the negociations which preceded 
the treaty of Amiens: 2dly, To establish 
‘as a basis, two fundamental principles’; the 
first, which I take from your letter of thé 
26th March, namely, “That the two states 
“° should have for their object that the peace 
“© be honourable for them and their respective 
“© alties, und at the same time of a nature 
** tasecure, as far as isin their power, the 
future tranquillity of Europe.” The 
cond principle shall be, an acknowledge- 
ment on the part of the two powers, of their 
mutual right of intervention and guaranty 
in continental and in maritime affairs, | His 
majesty, far from being unwilling to make | 
this avowal, delights in raising it to a’prin-. 
ciple; and, in thus explaining his real in-; 
tentions, I I have given ‘you deci: 
sive proof of ‘his pacific dispositions. » His 
majesty is at the same time persuaded, Onat,; 
jn ‘preventing for ever all subjects of com- 
plaint, uneasiness, and remonstrance on 

is point, le tras, in a case which is of es-| 
‘sential ‘interest to the good of human na- 
ture, done his duty asa man, and as a s0- 
‘vereign.—I should sincerely regret, sir, 
that a discussion, begun under such favour-' 
able auspices, should terminate without the; 
‘attdinment of its object. Should the hopes 
which J cherish vanish, 1 shal], atall events, ’ 
‘have the consolation of thinking, that the’ 
fault cannot be imputed to France, who de- 
‘mands and wishes nothing but what is just 
‘andreasonable.—Accept, sir, &c:C.Mav. 

‘No. 11.—Letter from: Mr. Secretary Fox 
Talleyrand; dated Downing-street, 

June 14, 1806. | 

~~ Sir; I received a few days ago your ex-| 
‘cellency’s dispatch of the 2d inst. 1 can-| 
‘not understand how, tn treating conjointly 

_ with England and Russia, you will acknow- 
‘Jedge the principle of the alliance subsisting 
“between the two courts; at most, you will 
acknowledge the fact ; much less can 
“Yconceive how you can consider yourselves 
‘in any degree Jowered by this mode of 
‘treating. We do not’ by any means pretend 
“to dictate to France, either the conditions 
“of peace, or a mode of negociation centrary 
“to the established usages.—In 1782, the 
‘epoch which your exceilency alludes to in 

' your dispatch, we did not think ourselves 
“In astate of degradation; yet when M. de 
Vergennes informed us that it was neces- 
‘ sary for the honour of his court, that we 
should treat conjointly with France, Hol- 
~ Jand, and Spain, we did not think ‘ourselves 


quence. ‘Your government is-sincerely de 


sentiment prevails; and yet 1 could very 
well'say of England what your excellency 
says of France; namely, that the conti 
nuance of the war has never been prejudis 
cial either to its glory or to its grandeur} 
perhaps indeed, it has ‘been so to its 


has been equally so to those of France: 
—With respect. to the secret conditions of 


what concertied the war ‘and the ‘propos: 
tious to be made to Prussia and ‘Austria, se- 
crecy was absolutely necessary, “All that 
is now at an end; to act in concert for the 
establishment-of the repose of Europe, and 
for its subsequent preservatien, is the prin- 
eipal, and {I may even say the only object 
of our present commutiications.—A fter the 
open disavowal which you have, made of 
the intention falsely imputed to you with 
respect to our continental connections, no 
doubt cen exist upon that essential point, 
and it would be the more distressing that 
difficulties in form rather than in substance 
should prolong a war which the two go- 
vernments equally desire to terminate. 
Let us tiow come to what your excellency: 
proposes. The form of negociation which 
took place during lord Rockingham’s ad- 
ministration is more present, 
to my memory, as | then held the same 
office with which his majesty has fately been 


Hpleased to honour me. ‘Let’ France’ and 


England change situations, and the. form 
you mention is exactly similar to that 
which f have proposed. We then treated 
with France ‘and her allies. Let France 
now treat with us'and oor allies. The ba- 
sis offered in your second proposition is 
exactly conformable to the views of our go- 
vernment, provided it be well understood 
that, whilst we mutually acknowledge our 
respective rights of intervention and gua- 


‘we also mutually agree to abstain from all 
encroachment upon the greater or lesser 


‘cussion should break off. _If-we can only 
act so as not to incur the reproach of ‘a 
breach of faith towards an ally, who for so 
many reasons deserves our entire confi- 
dence, ‘we shall be content, and the more 
/g0 as we know that-an honourable peace 


> jn any degree lowered by adopting the 


mode of ‘negocia.ion to which that minis” 
ter appeared to attach sé’ much conses. 


sirous of peace, In this country the same: 


real and permanent interests, but 


our alliance’with Russia, your excellency’ 
is too enlighteried not to allow, ‘that in” 


Yanty with regard to the affairs of Europe, 


states which compose it.—I should regret 
equally with your excellency, that this dis- 
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peace might be restored between the two 


which the honour of the king and, that of 
the nation appeared most interested, I en- 

quired whether the posse ssion of Sicily 
would ,be demanded, Laying, been so 


of Russia, than to those of France and Ep- 
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would: be no. Jess conformable to. the, wishes: said Vous -l’avez, ne yout la A 
‘** mandons pas; si nous la possédions, elle 


gland.—I have the honour to be, &c.|‘ pourroit augmenter de beaucoup les diffi- 


C, J. Fox. 


“* cultés.” [You arein possession of it, we 


No.19.—Communication mate by the Earl|.do not ask it of you; if we possessed it, it 
of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox ;|might very miuch augment our difficul- 


_dated-June 13th, 1806. 


ties.] Considering this-to be very po- 


A few days after my arrival at Paris|sitive both frotn the words and the man- 


from: the depét at Verdun, M. Talleyrand] ner of delivering them, I conceived it im~ 


desired me to call upon him ; having done 
so, he told me that the French government 
had been looking out for some mieans by 
which a secret and confidential communi-, 
tation might be made, explanatory of the 
stutiments and views of France, as well 


proper to make further questions. ** Nous, 
ne. vous demandons rien ;” [we ask no- 
thing from you] amounting to an ad- 
mission of uti possidetis as applicable to 
his majesty’s conquests.—-M. Talleyrand. 
mentioned strongly the recognition of the 


as the outlines of the terms on which|emperor and the different ‘branches of 


countries.—Having mentioned the extreme 


desire of making this communication in}dity which the recognition of G. Britain 


such a manner that no publicity might in 


his family as absolutely expected. On 
this I took occasion to. state the soli- 


would give to their establishment, and 


any case ensue, should the, object of it} enquired whether the French government 
not be obtained, M. Talleyrand proceeded| would guarantee the integrity of the 


to state, ina jong argument,. which it is}Ottoman empire. The answer was yes, 


useless to repeat, as it forms the substance 


but it. must be soon. “ Beaucoup se 


of several of the French government's disy|“* prépare, mais rien ‘n'est fait;” [a great 
patches ; the reasons which prevent their|-deal is in preparation, but nothing is yet 
treating for’a general peace jointly with /dune.] Reverting to the first conversa- 


Russia.—He said, that in a dispatch sent 
some weeks before.to Mr. Fox, he had 
been ordered to name Lisle rather than 


tion, I desired to know whether'a middle 
term might not be found at the same time 
to obtain the object desired bythe French 


Amiens for the negociation of a definitive| government, and that desired by G. Bri- 
treaty, in order to remove all former dis-|tain, of not treating in a manner uncon- 


cussions, and to facilitate to England the 
possession of Malta.—J then took the li- 


nected with Russia. To this he answered 
that they were entirely ready to give 


berty of interrupting M. Talleyrand, to|every facility to the arrangement of the 
say that however flattering the confidence | respective interests of the two powers, or 
he was ordered to place in me might be,|that a British Minister should, being au- 
yet that, feeling as I did, the interests, | thorized by the emperor Alexander, stipu- 
and above all the honour of my country, | late for both.—The last words of M, Tal- 
it was impyssible for me to be the bearer/leyrand were: “ Les sentiments de la 


of a communication having 


peace for its|‘‘ France sont entigrement changés; Pai- 


object, against which 1 should feel obliged |“ greur qui caracterisoit le commencement 


to vote in parliament; and viewing the 
restoration of Hanover in this light, ] 
could not receive any further communica- 


“© de cette guerre n’existe plus; et ce que 


nous desirons le plus, ¢’est de pouvoir 
“ vivre en bon iatelligence avec'une anssi 


tion till I had explicit declaration with re-|‘* grande puissance que la Grande Bre- 


gard to his majesty’s German dominions. 


“ tagne.”* (Signed) YARMOUTH. 


—M. Talleyrand then broke off the con-} No. 13.—Note from Mr. Secretary Fox to 


versation, desiring me to return the third] 


day after. At the expiration of this time 


I waited upon him again, when he infor-]. 
med me that, considering the extreme 


stress which appeared to be laid upon this} 
point, Hanover should make no difficulty. 
Authorised by the concession of that in 


M. Talleyrand ; dated London, June 14, 
1806. > 
Sir ; I just write you a few words to exe 
press to you the pleasure which I feel di 
the desire you have manifested for place. 


* The sentiments entertained in France are en- 


tirely different from what they were. The aspe- 
rity which characterized the commencement of this 
war, no longer exists; and what we most desire is, 
to live iu harmony with se.great a power as Great 
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i the su bet of my journey’ till’ next day, 


 —Previous, however, my 


“n'y Egalement autorisé;” [that it polities it 


sesseé all my ‘conlidetice, and that whatever, 
shall say to you, you niay as said 

y Ij Fain, C. J. Fox, 
Extinct from dispatch 

lof Yarmouth to Mr. 

dated Paris, Jurie 19, 1806, Re. 

Sirs. T have the Kondur to inform you 
that, in obedience to your orders I thade 
‘the haste‘i in my power to’ arrive at Pa. 

as soon as ag calm at’. sea howeé- 
prevented gettiig Here til the’ af 
rhoon o thie th imthediately wait- 


Ibave only to add, that lord pos- {fless’ Both are’ 


authorized: 
nd! as ‘frequenth said’ fat t consideres 
that’ Hanover for thé’ hotiout of the’croWny 
Mal | for the hofiour of the navy, arid ‘th 

Cap of Good Hbpe for the honour 6 
British tO be’ iniduces 


hat 


he ad hinted’ at the Hight fore, ahd 
isired leave to repeat the substance of what 
had’ passed at my former interviews with 


d upon M. Palleyrand to. déliver’ to’ hitti 
1. dispatches you éntrusted to my care, 
and reaneetrd. to put off any’ conversation 


intende emplo ing this interval fo en- 
deavour to set ‘D’Oubril ifsat Paris, 
and with him) previously to’ 
seeing alleyrand, or at any rate 
to edge of his motions. 
leaving M, 
he expressed’ to me’ that al- 
ough the desire’ of peace’ was equally 
ris, yet, that’ some s had taken’ place 
Which he had hinted at the” of, 
when last, saw him, alluding to the readi- 
ness, of ussia to treat and 
mentioned that the taperor liad 
received reports: from his brother’ and the | 
sonra officers under his orders, statin 
at Naples could.not be held without Si- 
cily, and the probability they saw, of gain- 
ing possession of that I answered 
him, that, being ordeved fo réqiré, ‘the 
restoration of Nap lés to the king of Sicil\ 
as necessary article of peace, there | 
nO question of their separation.—I 
peeive Sicily to be. the great 
though perhaps, were’ theré no other 
might be got over. M. Talleyrand hen 
and seriously stated the deterimi- 
‘mation of the emperor not to consent to 
r demands of Naples, Venice, Istria, and 
Dalmatia, or to alienate aby part of his Ita- 
an states to form-a prov isto for the king of 
Sardinia.—Against cessions in the West In- 


dies or elsewhere I solemnly ' protested ; nor} 


dolthink they care sufficiently about these ob-| 
€cts'to give any sufficient cohtinental equiva- | 
nt for them.—M. Talleyrand often at 
ed that the emperor bad enquired w 
bhad aay. powers ?. adding, “ qu’enpe 
“ tiqae on ne peut parler méme langue si: 


is hold the same language, 


hini, ahd’ which had By His desire 
tivnicated.’ le dgréed that the statement 
was accurate. 


No. from a dispatch frortt 
retary” Fox'to the of’ Yar 
dated’ Downing’ Street, June 26; 
18 
My lord; I had the Honour, oh 
‘evening, to récéive’ lordship’ 8 Tet te 
of the 19th ; and should’ sooiter have 
sweted if F had not Been for these ¥ 
days past! totally i incapable’ of atteriding to 
Gusiness.—T am vety Happy to, learn! that 
M. Talleyrand’dcknowledges your aecoun 
of forniet conversations’ td’ be accurately 
correct; but when he” does acknowled, 
this, 1 have no conception on what groind 
he can from what hé' said so 
lordship’ before, upon thé 
of Sicity Prous. aves, nous 
rien,” [you are in 
session of it; we ask nothmg fi from your 
are words that niade the more’ impressiot 
on me, beécatise thos contained in the 


by’ his itt one’ of His’ letters ta 


wie. “It was on the fyith of the ‘uti possidetis 
being to: be strict! as’ the’ bis 
and particularly Sicily, on which satis 
tion had’ béen your lordship, ‘that 


his majesty was’ indacéd'to auttio yout 
to hold’ further conferences wit 
éyrand. Any te: sation 0: 
cavil on that would 
breach of the principle of’ the 
basis in’ its most’ es tial’ part. To 
is an‘ exception to the | prit 
is in indsmuch as ‘Hanover t 
yielded expressly in horour of the 
crowti ; while, on the’ other hand, the’ ré- 
cognitions” ‘with’ régatd to’ the 
e-{ French empire atid its dependents, 
Only in’ Hone he crown of ‘Francé 
to establish the s 
of 


dink of he want of fall powers; to 


3 


ter clause of the sentefite’ hac used | 
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11: 
ave 
la 
| thi 
| | | ‘fai 
| for 
| for 
¥c 
fe 
{ : 
wa 
fa’ 
| ‘wi 
Wi 
wi 
| su 
| he 
| th 
| Je 
i 
fe 
is 
i| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
i 


113) PARL. DEBATES, Decemper 22, 1806.—Negociation with France. [114 


‘with each other. 


Clusive rea8ous against agreeing on preli- 


avoid all pretence of cavil on that account, 
lam commanded by his majesty to trans- 
init to you ‘the instrument accompanying 
this letter, But your lordship’ should 
fairly ‘state to M. Talleyrand, that you are 
not authorized to make any use of them 
formally ‘until M. Talleyrand returns to his 
former grouttid with respect to Sicily. 
Your lordship is directed further, to ac- 
quaint that minister, that, if Russia of. 
fers to treat separately, itis only in the 
way in which we do; that is to say, sepa- 
rately in form, but in substance, in concert 
And here ‘you will re- 
collect that this very circiimstance’ was 
canvassed in’ your former conversations 
with M. Talleyrand, when that minister 
expressed himself clearly that there would 
be no objection on the paft of France to 
such preconcert.—The result of what I 
have stated to your lordship, is this: Ist, 
that Sicily is a sine gud non; on which sub- 
ject, if the: French minister recedes from 
his former answer, it is in vain that an 

farther discussion should take place. it 
is clearly within his first opinion delivered 
to your lordship ; it is clearly within his 
last description of places which are reci- 
procally possessed by the two countries, 
and-cannot in all probability be recovered 
by war.—If, according to the hope con- 
ceived by your lordship, this matter should 
be arranged, you may open your full pow- 
ers; stating at the same time, the determi- 
nation of this court not to come to any 
final agreement without the consent of 
Russia. You will of course again men- 
tion the questions of Naples and Istria. 
if ‘we could attain either of them, it 
would ‘be well; but if we canuot, your 
lordship will not state thesé points as con- 


thinary artitles, provided such articles be 
considered’ as provisional and subject to 
the approbatioti of Russia.—With regard 
to the mode of provisional agreement, two 
suggest themiselves to my mind: the one, 
to seud’ the agreement we shall have 
tered into, either to Petersburgh, or to 
some‘ atuthorizéd agent of the emperor 
Alexander, at Vienna, Paris, or elsewliere, 
for-his approbation ; the other, to copy the 
in’ the year 1782. “At that 
time a‘provisional treaty was signed by the 
G. Brita and the 
Jnited States of America, with the reser- 
Vation, that tle Said treaty should not have 
till'a peace’ should be agreed upon 
Vou. VIII. 


revedent ‘adopted by lord Lansdowne and 


between France and England. Of these 

two modes | should preter the latter.— 

It does not appear that there has been any 

conversation between your lordship’ and 

M. Talleyrand on a point which was men- 

tioned to you, and which appears to be of 
considerable importance ; 1 mean, the fu- 

ture admission of Russia and Sweden to 

bécome parties in a definitive treaty. I 

do not say that this is a point that must be 

determined upon previous to your settling 

the basis proposed; but it is one which 

should not be lost sight of, but, on the 

contrary, urged as far as possible. 

No. 16.—Extract from adispatch from the 

Farl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox 5 

dated Paris, July 1, 1806,—Received 

Sir; I had’ the honour to receive on Sa- 

turday night, the full powers with which it 

has: graciously pleased his majesty to en- 

trust me, and your dispatch of the 26th of 
June.—I waited upon M. Talleyrand next 

morning, and stated to him in the strongest 

manner the impossibility of” bor conversing 

any further upon the general outlines of 
peace, until he should return to the former 

ground, and consider Sicily in its true and 

real situation, namely, a state not con- 

quered by France, or likely to be so, and 

coming most strictly within the meaning 

of his own words; that ithad been clearly 

expressed by him, and repeated to you in 

the first- instance, that France did hot in- 
tend to make Sicily an obstacle to peace. 

M. Talleyrand answered, that whilst the 
war continued, and till terms were actually 
agreed upon, change of circumstances 
were always to be considered as reasons 
for a partial change of terms; that Bona- 
parte bad been but lately convinced ‘of the 
facility of taking’ Sicily at some future 
period of the war; but that, above all, he 
felt more and more its absolute ‘necessity 
to make Naples and the neighbouring terri- 
tories teuable’: that had any confidential 
overture been made 3menths ago, they 
would have been ready to séttle the’ ques- 
tion of Naples in the manner most satis- 
factory to G. Britaif'; the same @ month 
later with regard to Holland. ‘Those’sub= 
jects were now arranged, andthe éniperor 
would consider any retrograde medsure as 
equivalent to abdication.’ T observed te 

that minister, that howevér much good 
faith may be necessary in every transaction 
of the world, yet that being moré peculi. 
so, when a comtiunicution is made 
secretly and verbally, I had'a right to be 
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- said, that when no change of disposition 


-natureinsurmountable.— The minister then 


turn to the former basis. J added that, 


topic, on which I repeated to him that it 
_ was impossible for me to converse on any. 


doubly surprized at-any change of ground. | 
He defended himself by his former argu- 
ment about altered circumstances, * and 


was manifested towards G. Britain herself, 
as to the restoration of Hanover, or the 
possession of Malta and the Cape, he 
thought we might suffer them to possess 
themselves of a part of the states of their 
enemy, necessary to the tenure of the rest, 
which no Consideration would now induce 
France to restore.—M, Tulleyrand then 
asked, whether I had any powers. I told 
-him that I must decline answering that 
question, antil he should inform me that 
there would be no further discussion about 
Sicily ; but that he might easily draw a 
conclusion that I had, from the bonoura- 
ble manner in which G. Britain endeavour- 
ed to remove every,obstacle not in its own 


mentioned his being obliged to go to St. 
Cloud, and asked, what I said, | answer- 
ed, “ That I was ordered tu continue no 
“« conversation. till I stiould be inform- 
“ed that this new demand, changing en- 
* tirely the proposed basis, should be 
“urged no more.” He appointed next 
morping for me to receive an answer.I 
accordingly returned to the office yester- 


day morning, when M, Talleyrand 


peated the same demand, ofleriug to desist 
from the recognition by G. Britain of any 
or all the tew states, waving this conces- 
sion to the honour of the powers created 
by France, and setting Hanover against 
Sicily, and pleading that, no such recogni- 
tion being demanded, Hanover would then 
appear a fair equivalent for that island. 
He read the draft of an article to this 
effect: That G. Britain and France should 
not oppose each other's arms against such 
of the powers now at war, as should not 
be named in the preliminary articles.—To 
this I declined making any answer, repeat- 
ing my orders not to converse further till 
he should abandon this proposition, and re- 


‘unless he did so, I could expect nothing 
but your ofder to return to England.— 
M. Talleyrand wished to revert to the old 


part.of the subject, till he should entirely 
relinquish every mode of seeking for the 
possession of Sicily—M. Talleyrand de- 
sired me to inform you, that on the 29th of 
June the French troops were to take pos-| 
session of Cattaro, 
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No. 17.—Extract from a dispatch from the 
Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox; 
dated Paris, July 1, 18063 midnight. 
Received July 4. 
Sir; After closing the dispatch I had the 

honour to address to you this morning, | 


promised to have prepared for the messen- 
ger’s return.—Instead of giving. me the 


having escaped his memory, requesting 
me to wait till he should come back from 
St. Cloud.—When I returned, M. alleys 
rand proposed te me to offer the Hans 
Towns as an establishment for the king of 
Naples, and that the British troops should 
occupy them the same day they retake pos- 
session of Hanover. On a little further 
conversation, I had little doubt that were 
England to provide in eny other manner 
for his Sicilian majesty, the king might add 


being entirely new, I promised to refer it 
without any comment to you for his majes- 
ty’s consideration.~-I have the honour to 
be, &c. YARMOUTH. 
No. 18.—Extract from a dispatch from 
Mr. Secretary Fox to the Earl of Yar- 
mouth; dated Downing-street, July 5, 
1806. 
_ My lord; Your lordship’s dispatches of 
the Ist inst. were received here early yes+ 
terday morning, and I lose no time in ap- 
prising you of his majesty’s commands 
pon the present state of the discussion 
with the French government.—The aban- 
donment of Sicily is a point on which it is 
impossible for his majesty to concede. 
Your ldp, has already stated unanswerably 
to M. Talleyrand, that this demand is in- 
consistent with bis express declarations, 
and with the whole principle on which the 
negociation rests. It is, besides, a pro- 
posal in itself quite inadmissible. The 


but with no right to cede it to France.” It 
is not easy to contend, that the possession 
of Sicily can be necessary to that of Naples; 
nor, if it were so, could that be assigned 
as a reason for his majesty’s consenting to 
abandon that island, which he may justly 
hope his naval and military force will be 
able to defend against all attacks, The 
Hans Towns could not, in the present cir- 
cumstances, answer the purpose of af 
equivalent for Sicily, even if there were 
not other obvious objections to such a j.ro- 


went for the passport M. ‘Talleyrand had 


passport, he made many excuses -for its 


the Hans ‘Towns and their territories, in 
full sovereignty to his German dominions, 
—The proposition about the Hans ‘Towns 


king’s troops eccupy Sicily for its. defence, — 


| 
E 
tl 
le 
Pp! 
of 
a 
| te 
4 it 
c 
4 fi 
r 
fi 
| 
| t 
| 
7 
f 4 
{ 
| | 
i 
| 
ff | 
} 
il 


117] PARL. DEBATES, Decemner 22, 1806.—Negociation with France. [118 


posal, Nor would it be possible that any 

solid basis for the public tranquillity of 

Europe could be established on the idea 

thrown out to you by M, Talleyrand, ol 

leaving G. Britain and France at liberty to 

prosecute the war against the allies of each | 
other; a state of things in which their re- 
spective fleets and armies would in fact be 
as much opposed to each other, as they 
are now, and the peace between them 
would be merely nominal.—It is, therefore, | 
to be hoped, that the French government 
will revert to its original with 

which your lordship was charged by M. 

Talleyrand, To that basis of negociation 

it must be your lordship’s endeavour to re-, 

call him; and if, unfortunately, you should 
find this to be ingpracticable, nothing 
remain but that you should state, in per- 
fectly civil, but decided terms, that you are 
not at liberty to treat on any other ground, 
and must therefore desire your passports 
to return to England.—I have stated in my’ 
last letters the different ideas that had oc- 
curred here for combining our negociation 
with that of Russia; providing, at the 
same time, for the safety of Sweden and 

Portugal.—Until we are informed what 

other proposal is made in this respect by 

M. Talleyrand, I can only desire that your 

lordship will keep this subject in view, so 

as not to admit of any thing inconsistent 
with the principle of good faith to which 
his majesty must in substance adhere, but 
in such form as may best facilitate the great 

work of péace.—Z am, &c. 

No. 19.—Extract from a dispatch from the 
Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox; 
dated Paris, July 9, 1806.—Received 
July 12. 
Sir; I bad the bonour to receive your: 

dispatch of the 5th inst. early yesterday 

morning, and as soon as possible after 
waited upon M. Talleyrand to communi- 
cate to him that the offer made by France| 

was by no means admissible, and that 1 

had no authority to listen to any proposals 

whatsoever for the restoration of peace till 
he should desist from all pretension to the 
island of Sicily —M. Talleyrand not being 
willing to make any such declaration, | 
asked him to give me-a passport to return 
to London ; he desired me to-wait one day 
till he should again have taken the empe- 
ror’s orders.—I accordingly returned this 
morning, when he desired me to propose 
Dalmatia, Albania, and Ragusa, as an in- 
demnity for the loss of Sicily to his Sici- 


lian majesty ; to this 1 answered that as the 


messenger was returning I should commu- 
uicate this proposition, but that it by no 
means aathorised me Lo expect any apswer, 
and therefore I'must beg leave to return to 


England.—Had M. d’Oubril not been here 


I should immediately have’ insisted on 
passports.—I must now inform you that 
on Monday M. Talleyrand took me aside 
and told me the telegraph announced the 
landing of Basilico, expressing at the same 
time a wish that the dispatches he would 
bring might lead to peace. I answered 
that I couk] expect no such result whilst 
France demanded Sicily ; and added, that 
if I might believe public report, the em- 
peror so far from shewing any pacific dis. 
position, every day threw new obstacles in 
the way.—-I then mentioned the changes in 
Germany, M, Talleyrand said that they 
were determined upon, but shoidd not be 
published if peace took place. He has 
since repeated this to M. d’Oubril and 
myself, saying if peace was made, Ger- 
many should remain in its present state.— 
M. d’Oubril writes both to you and to the 
comte de Strogonoff; his letters will pro- 
bably contain more than mine, as I con- 
versed’ very little with M- Talleyrand. I 
felt on very delicate ground. Had I en. 
tered sufficiently into the question of in- 
demnities for the king of Sicily, to obtain 
a precise idea to what extent they could be 
carried, M. Talleyrand might have formed 


‘an opinion that I had some instructions, 


and was prepared to abandon Sicily when~ 
ever i was assured of sufficient compensa- 
tion. 

No. 20.—-Extract from a dispatch from 

Mr. Secretary Fox to the Earl of ‘Yar- 
mouth; ‘dated Downing-street, July 18, 

1800. 

My dord; Your lordship’s last dispatches 
have, been received, and considered with 
all the attention which their importance 
naturally demanded.—It is unnecessary for 
me to recall to your lordship’s recollection 
that the demand of Sicily, in whatever 
shape it may be brought forward by France, 
is in express contradiction to the offers 
originally ma:le to your lordship by M. 
Talleyrand. But it is material that this 
topic should never be lost sight of in the 
course of these discussions; and that your 
lordship should observe to M. Talleyrand, 
that whatever difficulty now obstructs the 
conclusion of the negociation, arises solely 
from this unexpected’ departure 
basis originally established —An exchange 
is now offered for Sicily, and it is in that 
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view, and not in that of an absolute and 
‘uncompensated cession, that the question 
is to be considered. In this shape of the. 
business it is obvious that the value of thay 
exchange must. be to be judged of, not 
only by this country and by Russia, but! 
also by his Sicilian majesty. As the king, 
' whose troops were admitted. into Sicily for: 
its defence and protection, naturally feels 
insuperable objections to any. proposal for 
abandoning that island, unless with the 
free and full consent of its sovereign, and 
in consequence of such an arrangement as 


should provide for his interests by a com-. 
pensation really satisfactory both in point. 


of value and of security. The plan of 
Creating for him a new kingdom, to con- 
sist of Dalmatia, Ragusa, and Albania, 
does not appear likely to answer this.de- 
scription, Albania, which forms so large 
a part of this proposed sovereignty, is 
now a province of the Turkish empire ; the 
dismemberment of which it is a principal 
object of the -policy both of G. Britain 
and Russia to prevent: that province has 
indeed been frequently involved in .the 
same sort of confusion which prevails in 
many other parts‘of that empire, but this 
circumstance only increases the difficulty 
of giving any consistence to a state to. be 
formed out of such materials. It does not 
lessen the other objections to such a plan.— 
There are iu like manner many and strong 
objections to that part of the proposal 
which respects Ragusa; an independent 
state whose territory has never been ce- 
ded to France by any treaty, and of which 
she can consequently have no right to dis- 
pose, her occupation of it being indeed of 
very recent date.—But even with Albania 
and Ragusa, and much more without them, 
his. majesty sees no hope that such a power 
. could be formed in that quarter as would, 
either in extent of territory or in amount 
of revenue, afford the meavs of opposing 
any barrier for Austria or Turkey, or even 
of maintaining its own independence.— 
What advantage then could be gained to 
the allies by creating a nominal kingdom, 
without any sufficient power either to re- 
duce the countries of which it. would be 
composed under any uniform system of go- 
. yernment, of to defend himself against 
. the first attack which may be made upon 
it from without ?—If there. could, with 

_ the consent of his Sicilian maj. be any 
agvestion of an exchange for Sicily, by the 
creation of a new state in that quarter, it 

is obvious that this could no otherwise be 


done thah by annexing to Dalmatia not’ 


only the whole of Istria, but also a very 
large proportion if not the whole of the 
Venetian states, including, if possible, the 
city of Venice itself. In some such shape 
as this it is possible that the proposition 
might be rendered not wholly unacceptable 
to his Sicilian maj. Aud although the in- 
terests of this country separately would be 
far less consulted by such a plan than by 


the continued occupation of Sicily, yet the _ 


sense. which the Russian. minister at Paris 
appears to entertain of the advantage. 
which. might result from it to Austria and 
to Russia from the recovery of Dalmatia, 
if it were well combined with future’ 
arrangements of defence, might induce his 
maj. to accede to proposals of this descrip- 
tion ; on the supposition above mentioned 


of a bond fide consent on the part of his 


Sicilian majesty.—I'bere appears, however, 
so little probability of inducing France so 


to extend her offer, that any further dis-. 


cussion of it might scarcely have been 
worth pursuing, had not M. d’Oubril sO 
strongly expressed bis wish, that this court 
might rather seek to temporize than abrupt- 
ly. to break off a negociation now-brought 
to a state which affords so little promise of 
success. It is only in compliance with that 
desire that his maj. has been pleased to 
direct your lordship to continue the confe. 
rences with M. Talleyrand, so as to ascer- 
tain whether any more practicable shape 
can be given tu the proposal of an ex 
change for Sicily. If this cannot be done, 
your lordship’s atteution will then, of 
course, be directed to the object of re- 
calling the French government to the basis 
on which the negociation was originally 
placed by themselves, and on which his 
majesty is still ready to conclude it.— 
M. d’Oubril has stated to count Sirogo- 
noff the proposals which have been made 
to him for the conclusion of a separate 
peace, and the inducements which, he 
thinks, might lead his maj. to judge such 
an arrangement useful to. the. general ins 
terests of Europe. His maj. has undoubt- 
edly been at all times ready to make great 
sacrifices for those interests: but very little 
expectation is entertained here, that Russia 
could, in such.course, obtaiii any effectual 
security for them, at a time when so much 
new danger is to be apprehended, and ta 
so many quarters, from the projects. of 
France with respect to Germany, Switzer- 
land, Sweden, the Porte, Spain, and 
Portugal.—In the present circumstances of 
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Europe, the last hope of averting these 
. dangers is to be found in the union of the' 
only two powers on whom France has as’ 
‘yet made no impression, Great, Britain 
Russia,—And although the mutual 
‘good dispositions and confidence of those! 
‘two powers should in fact remain (as his' 
‘naj. trusts they would) unimpaired by the’ 
ditletence of the situation in which a sepa- 
‘rate peace would place them, yet it is ob- 
‘vious, that the enemy would build the’ 
‘most extensive hopes on that foundation, 
and would be more encouraged by that,’ 
‘than by any other circumstance that could 
‘be stated, to proceed in the execution of 
the plans already announced to your lord- 
ship and to M, d’Oubril.—His maj. there- 
fore, directs that you should express to 
that minister how material it is in every 
case, that the two courts should continue 
‘to combine their measures both of peace 
and war, and that no expectation should 
be held out to the enemy, of success in 
‘any endeavour to conclude a separate 
peace with either of the allies; a line to 
which, as your lordship will have inform- 
ed M. d’Oubril, his maj. has, on his part, 
strictly adhered. 
No. 21.—Extract from a dispatch from 
the Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary 
Fox; dated Paris, July 19; 12 o'clock 
at night.--Received July 22. 
Sir; On the 10th, gen. Clarke was named 
plenipotentiary to treat with M. d’Oubril : 
they have since had daily conferences of 
many hours, yesterday of fourteen. 1 
hear every where that peace will be signed 
to-morrow, between Russia and France. 
On the 17th M. d’Oubril admitted to me, 
that he had produéed his powers, and that 
if conditions, such as he should judge ne- 
cessary to ensure the repose of the conti- 
nent could be obtained, he should sign a 
truce of ten months; and this night, on 
pressing him, and remonstrating both upon 

is conduct and the impropriety of dis- 
guising his intention, | drew from him 
fied words, which I wrote down in his 
presence: ‘ Que voyant le danger immé- 

* diat de l’Autriche, s’il pouvoit la sauver, 

“ il croiroit de son devoir de le faire, 
méme par une paix particuliére.” [“ ‘That 
“ being aware of the immediate danger of 
“ Austria, if it was in his power to save it, 


“ even by a separate peace.”] All he now 
appears to claim is the return of the troops 
from Germany,; and if he is willing to 
make peace on receiving an assurance that 


orders to that effect shall be sent, nobody 
can doubt, but that it will be signed, and 
probably not. a battalion make a retrograde 
movement of 50 miles.—M. Talleyrand 
says, that M. d’Oubril is willing to aban- 
don Sicily and Dalmatia, and even to eu- 
gage to solicit the junction of the former 
to Naples, &c.—I have used every argu- 
ment to dissuade M, d’Oubril from so une 
advised and unwise a measure, I hope 
|more than I believe, with success. Indeed, 
I feared, from the first hour I met him, that 
he was come, determined to make a peace, 
good or bad, with or without G, Britain, 
I may perhaps gain a day, which may be a 
great deal, if that day should produce dis- 
patches from M. de Strogonoff.—On the 
17th, at night, the new arrangements for 
Germany were finally determined upon, 
The princes and the ministers who signed 
‘were scarce allowed time to read the deed. 
—There is a considerable army forming at 
Bayonne; 30,000 men are there already. 
This army is ostensibly destined against 
Portugal, but will take Spain likewise. 
M. Herman, one of the secretaries of the 
foreign office, set off for Lisbon with a 
mission on the 13th.—All the officers of 
the army now in Germany received yester- 
day orders to join their regiments instantly, 
The court say, this is to have troops to oc- 
cupy the states seized by the new confede- 
racy. The public ascribe this measure to 
a desire to frighten the emperor of Ger- 
many ; and myself, to a wish to hurry M, 
d’Oubril, who has shewn so much anxiety 
for the evacuation of Germany.—M. d’Ou- 
bril and M. Talleyrand have, as I have 
learnt, fixed upon Majorca, Ivica, and 
Minorca, for his Sicilian majesty, if they 
can prevail upon us to evacuate Sicily. 

No. 22.—Copy of a dispatch from the 

Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox; 

dated Paris, July 20, 1806 ; 11 at night, 

—Received July 24. 

Sir; At 9 this morning, having had the 
honour to receive your letters by Mr. Lon- 
guinoff, and written a few lines to you ia 
addition to my dispatches of last night, I 
went to M. d’Oubril; and as I am happy 
since to find, anticipated the contents of 
your dispatch of the 18th inst.—I uo 
every argument and means to obtain de-« 
lay ; engaged to break off, if he did ; and, 
finally, authorized him to hold out hopes, 
that I would listensto propositions of jn 
demnity in lieu of Sicily for his Sicilian 
maj. if proposed by him, and accompa. 


we by a joint negociation.—I begged he 


| | 


‘signed. At 6, Buasilico arrived. 
went to M. d’Oubril. 


‘goes himself to St. Petersburgh. 


offices. 


‘have the honour to be, &c. 


July 24. 


Sir; I saw M. Taileyrand to-day. I 
can perceive that the terms of France are 
increased, but still not as much so as the 
sudden defection of Russia had led me to 
Hanover, Malta, the Cape, 
and India, remain pure and unsullied ; and 
I took an opportunity in conversation to 
protest, that, come what come might, 
these were pojnts I never would suffer to 
be mentioned, but as points agreed upon, 


apprehend. 


—M. Talleyrand demanded my powers. 
I did not think myself authorised, in the 


present circumstances, to withhold them. 


—Gen. Clarke is named to treat with me. 


No. 24.—Full powers given to the Ear! of 


Yarmouth, which were communicated 
~ to M. Talleyrand on the 2ist of July 
* 1806, and exchanged with Gen. Clarke, 

the French Plenipotentiary, on the 23d. 
~ George R.—Georgé If. by the grace 
of God, of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland king, defender of the 
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_ would do nothing till after Basilico should- 
have arrived, as I had learnt by the tele- 
graph, that he had landed last night.—I 
did not find him disposed to listen to me; 
‘and, not being willing to be too communi- 
cative towards him at that moment, { went 
away.—At 12, I waited upon M. Talley- 
‘rand: he was not,to be seen. At 4, I 
‘heard from good authority, that peace was 
I then 
He was said not to 
be at home; but, seeing his carriage, ] 
forced my way. He admitted the fact, 
peace is signed ; the conditions, the evacua- 
tion instantér of Germany by the French. 
_ “troops ; the integrity, &c. of the Ottoman 
empire; no attempt to be made upon 
‘Swedish Pomerania; and, by a secret 
article, Russia promises to obtain his Sici- 
Jian majesty’s consent to an exchange of 
Sicily for Majorca, Minorca, and Ivica. 
Russia to use her good offices to restore 
peace between France and England. | 
‘have not seen the treaty; but I believe it 
contains nothing else material—M. d’Ou- 
bril sends a copy to count Strogonoff, and. 
I had no 
patience to listen to M. d’Oubril’s defence 
‘of his conduct, so I did not claim his good 
I must have asked him officially 
‘to stay, which I did not choose to do,—] 
YARMOUTH. 
No. 23.—Extract from a dispatch from the 

Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox; 

dated Paris, July 21, 1806.—Received 


faith, duke of Bronswick and Lunenburg, | 


arch-treasurer and prince elector of the 
holy Roman Empire, &c. To all and singular 
to whom these presents shall come, greete. 
ing!—The flames of war having already 
raged too long in the different quarters of 
the world; it is the more incumbent upon 
us to re-establish the public tranquillity, 
by putting an end to so many quarrels and 
controversies, We have therefore judged 
it expedient to invest a fit person with full 
powers on our part, for the better carrying 
on this’ great undertaking.-—Know there- 
fore, that we, reposing especial trust in the 
fidelity diligence, judgment,perspicuity,and 


Francis Seymour, esq.(commonly called ear} 
of Yarmouth), have nominated, constituted, 
and appointed him, as by these presents 
we do nominate, constitute, and appoint 
him our true, certain, aud undoubted procu- 
rator, commissioner, and plenipotentiary ;- 
giving to him all and all manner of power, 
faculty, and authority, together with ge. 
neral as well as special orders, (so that the 
general do not derogate from the special, 
nor on the contrary), for us aud in our 
hame to meet and- confer with the mipise 
ters, commissioners, or plenipotentiarigs 
of any other princes or states whatsoever, 
who may be interested therein, whether 


sufficient powers for that purpose, as well 
singly and separately, as aggregately and 
conjointly ; and to consult and agree with 
them for the speedy restoration of sincere 
friendship and amity, and of a firm and 
lasting peace ; and for us, and in our name, 


premises to form such treaty or treaties; or 
other instruments as shall be necessary ; 
and mutually to deliver and receive the 
same in exchange, and to do and perform 
all such acts, matters, and things as may 
be in any way proper and conducive to the - 
purposes above mentioned, in as full and 
ample a manner and form, and with the 
like validity and effect, as we ourself, if we 
were present, could do and perform; en- 
gaging and promising on our royal word, 
that we will accept, ratify, and confirm 
in the most effectual manner, all such acts, 
matters, and things, as shall be so trans- 


person to violate the same in. whole or in 
part, orto act contrary thereto.—In testi- 
mony and confirmation of all which, we 
have caused our great seal of our united 


experience of our trusty and well beloved . 


our enenies or our allies; furnished with © 


to sign all such matters and things as shall - 
be agreed upon and concluded,. and on the. . 


acted and concluded by our said plenipo- . 
tentiary, and that we will never suffer any — - 
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kingdom of G. Britain and Ireland to be 
affixed to these presents, signed with our 
royal hand.—Given at our court at St. 
James's, this 26th day of June, in the year 
of our Lord 1806, and of our reign the 46th. 
No. 25.—Extract from a dispatch from 


the Earl of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary | 


_ Fox; dated Paris, July 24, 1806.—Re- 

ceived July 28. 

Sir; I had the honour to send by M. de 
Longuinoff, dispatches acquainting you, for 
his majesty’s information, of the peace 
signed between the Russian and French 
plenipotentiaries, and with as accurate a 
statement of the terms as I was able to 
obtains’ M. d’Oubril himself set out for 
Petersburgh early on the morning of the 
22d.—On the 22d I received the. oflicial 
hotification of the appointment of gen. 
Clarke to treat on the part of France, (a 

- copy of which I have the honour to in- 
close, marked A.) preceded by a private 
communication from M. Talleyrand, say- 
ing, that the Russian peace being signed, 
and the season of the year favourable to 

. the accomplishment of the ulterior views 
of France, no arrangement, which might 
femove for some weeks, or even months, a 

- definitive treaty, could now take place.—I 
answeréd the official note (marked A.) with 
one, a copy of which I inclose, (marked B.) 
—lIn the evening gen, Clarke proposed a 
conference for the following morning, at 
which we should mutually exchange our 
full powers. We accordingly did so; and 
Thave the honour to inclose (marked C.) 
a copy of those of gen. Clarke.—This 
conference began by an historical recapitu- 
lation of what had previously passed, gen. 
Clarke saying, he had not yet received 
his final instructions on all the different 
puints in discussion; it was therefore 
agreed to adjourn the conference to this 
day, when each should come prepared 
with a memorandum of the intentions of 
his government, founded on what had al- 
ready passed; gen, Clarke at the same 
time declaring that a separate peace with 
Russia was to be considered equal or su- 
perior, in the present circumstances of the 
world, to any great success in war, and 
consequently as entitling France to terms 
inuch more advantageous than those to 
which she would have subscribed some 
days ago. This was accompanied by some 

- Animadversions upon the conductof Russia, 

to which I could only answer, that I felt 
it my ue to abstam from any remark, 
| alid’-showld, therefore, be entirely silent 


upon that subject; but that I could assure 
him that if an intention existed of making. 
any change in the great-points upon which 
we bad such positive, though certainly not 
official, assurances, namely, his majesty’s 
German dominions, Malta, and the Cape, 
[ must consider the negociation as stopped 
in limine, and that there would remain only 
for me to return to England, and acquaint | 
the king, that no peace, consistent with his 
majesty’s honour or that of the country, 
could be made. Gen. Clarke reverted to 
his want of full imstructions, and promised 
to meet me properly prepared, the next 
day.—At 3 o’clock this day, I again met 
gen. Clarke; when | read a paper, a copy 
of which I have the honour to inelose 
(marked D.), containing the abstract of 
what I had always stated to be the basis 
and terms on which his maj. could alone 
consent to treat. Idid not, however, de- 
liver it to him, considering it merely as the 
heads of past conversations.--Gen. Clarke. 
then said, that as it was impossible I could 
be prepared with the assent of his maj. to 
the arrangement proposed by Russia for his. 
Sicilian majesty, on which the terms. might 
much depend, | must consider the com- 
munication he made, as_ not strictly officiad 
in point of form, but as depending only 
on that circumstance to make it so.—Gen. 
Clarke proceeded to state, that in the 
situation France was in at this moment, 
the emperor would feel authorized to with- 
hold some of the great points ; but that 
having repeatedly said the contrary, though 
not in an official manner, he would abide 
by it.—Gen. Clarke first conversed about. 
his majesty’s German dominions. On this 
subject, by secret articles, any thing. his 
majesty thinks right may be Fe : by 
the public article, the promise not to ob- 
ject to some acquisition of territory to be 
made by Prussia. I stopped gen. Clarke. 
here: to say, that his majesty never could 
consent to the king of Prussia’s obtaining 
the Hans Towns. Gen. Clarke said, that 
it was Fulda, Hoya, and some other trifling 
principalities, over which it was proposed. 
to extend the sovereignty of his Prussian 
‘majesty, but that the independence. and. 
present state of the Hans Towns should’ 
‘not be meddled with——Qn the subject of 
‘Malta: Malta, Gozo, and Conino in full 
sovereignty 16 his majesty, with a clause” 
in the article, declaratory of the disso- 
lution of the order, and that the two 
connoissent plusl’existance,” 


longer récoghize the existencg of. 
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Some pensions for the chevatiers and others, 
-having des droits réels dans isle,” [teal 
rights in the island.]’ This not to extend to 
foreign commanderies of the order, or to 
any claim hot local.—T'he Cape in equal 
full sovereignty; as a condition it. is de- 
‘sired, “ qu’il y soit établi un port franc” 
[that‘ there should be, established there a 
free port] to all nations: either the port 
‘itself declared so, or a part appropriated 
‘to that ‘pirpose.—On the subject of the 
‘maintenance of the integrity of the terri- 
tories and possessions ‘of the sublime 
porte, gen} Clarke proposed an article, a 
copy of which I have the honour to. send | 


(marked: E.). I told him the usual full} 


clause ‘would be ‘sufficient ; he persisted | 
that I should send it for his majesty’s con- 
sideration.—To the usual full clause of 
the’ integrity pf the territories and posses- 
sions‘ of his most faithful’ majesty, gen, 
Clarke weighed upon a proposed addition | 
of the word’ “ partout;” [in every part of 


principal private secretary, for the 


the world, that peace and tranquillity 
which have been so long. interrupted. [| 
have just transmitted to gen. Clarke his 
majesty'’s orders, and I have no. doubt that 
he will immediately arrange with your ex+ 
cellency, the opening of a negociation, to 
the result of which are’ attached such im- 
portant interests, atid the prompt issue of 
which appears to me to be equally desired 
by both governments and both nations,— 
I'request, &c. Cu. Mav. 
Prince.of Benevento. 
Second Inclosure (B,)—Copy of a note 
from the Earl of Yarmouth to M. Tal- 
leyrand ; dated Paris, July 22, 1806. | 
Sir; I have thé honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your excellency’s letter, ac- 


quainting me with the choice made by the 


emperor of his excellency gen. Clarke, his 
pose of negociating and concluding the 
treaty which is to put an end to the present 


war.-—I request that your excellency will 


be persuaded of the earnestness with which 
I shall enter into arrangements on this 


might occupy some of his most faithful | subject with gen. Clarke, as soon as his.ex- 


. grity of his Swedish majesty’s dominions | 


te? 


these points; gen. Clarke stated the. de-| 


Tobago, ‘Surinam, Goree, Demarara, Ber- |. 
bice, Essequibo.—The recognition in the}. 


cellency shall‘ inform me of his wishes i 


this respect.. I request, &c. Yarmoutu. 


‘Third. inelosure (C.)—Copy of General 


Clarke’s full powers. 
Napoleon, by the grace of God, and by 
the constitution, emperor of the French, 
king of Italy, reposing entire confidence 
in thé fidelity ‘to our person, and zeal for 


zed] of the different branches of the reign-|our service, of the general of division 


Wirtemberg as kings; of the new dukes). 


Clarke, our privy counsellor of the cabi- 


net, and great officer of the legion of ho- 


of Cleyés; Baden, and Darmstadt: —In|inour, we have given to him, and do give. 


discussing for’ many hours these demands, }, 
T never for an ‘instant admitted the possibi- | 


to him by these presenta, full and absolute 


power, Commission, and special-orders to 


lity of his’ majesty consenting to the ces-|-agree upon, decide, conclude, and’ sign, 


certain to what extent, and in what: 


Tations, and other acts, 


tannic maj. duly authorized theréunto, 
such treaties, articles, conventions, decla- 

a as hé shall judge 
fo be expedient; promising to agree to, to. 
maintain,to accomplish, and punctually to 


in pur name, and with the minister of his 
Brit 


execute, all that he thé said plenipotentiary. 


r excelleticy, ‘that, Having laid before|'sball have promised and sighed, by virtue 
is maj. 'the emperor, the copy of the full}.of'the' present fall powers; as also to have 


ers from ‘his Britannic’ maj. which you;the letters of ratification prepared in due- 


ve ‘done me the honour to communicate|:fotim, and to: deliver them, in order that 
to me officially, I’ have received: his ma-|ithey may be exchanged’ within the 
jesty’s orders ‘to inform ‘that he has. upon.—In witness whereof, we have 
given 


iJ 


these presents, signed with our hand, 


his priicipal private arid sealed: with our impe- 
t c 


and cdnelade the treaty which is to put an 


1806, in the 2d- year of our reign. “Nat 


trial’ seal.—At St. Cloud, the 2ist 


H 
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he world] and when asked for explana- | 0 
tion, said, he thought ‘his Britannic maj. P 
majesty s' foreign possessions.— The 
iu the usual manner.—Having dismissed | 
| mands of Francé: Pondicherry, St. Lucie, 8 
usual words, “ est reconnu, : 
ing family’; of the electors of Bavaria arid || . 
sions required. sought, however, to 
ner they could be modified. a $ 
First inclosure -of note from 
M. Tiilleytand.to the Earl of Yarmouth; x 
dated Paris, July 22, 1806." 
My lord have the: bonour to inform’ 
. pow 
« 
t 
. 
end t@ the ‘present war, and restore 
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Fourth inclosure (D.) — Extract from a 
poner read to Gen. Clarke by the Earl of 

armouth, i 

_ The situation in which the. two bellige- 


tent powers are now placed by the course 


of the events of the war, leaving | few 


_ points of immediate contact between them, 


er on which they may not, according to all 
appearance, come now to an understand- 
ing, his, Britannic majesty, animated no 
less than the emperor of the French, with 
@ desire to put an end to the calamities of 
war, has authorized the undersigned (fur- 
nished with the full powers of his majesty) 
to discuss the basis, and to give full effect 
to this reciprocal desires—-The immense 
acquisitions. made’ by France: since the 
commencemient of hostilities, and the di-+ 
rect and immediate influence which she 
has obtained, having entirely changed the 
political system of Europe, -bis Britannic 
maj. finds himself obliged to seek in the con- 
quests. he has made, and in the possession 
of Malta, a just and reasonable counter- 
poise, . His maj. would consequently treat 

enerallyon the basis of the uti possidetis.— 

t is at the same time understood, that the 
German possessions of his Britannic maj.of 
which he was deprived from motives fo- 
feign to the war between the two powers, 
sha]l be restored to him entire.—It is like- 


' wise understood, that the peace shall se- 


cure the integrity of the territories and 
possessions of the Sublime Porte, of his: 
‘most faithful majesty, of his maj. the king 
of eae eg and the present state of Swit- 
zerland. 


_ Fifth inclosure (E.)—Copy of an article 


proposed by Gen, Clarke to the Earl of 


_» Yarmouth for the maintenance of the 


integrity of the Ottoman Empire. 
The two contracting powers reciprocally 


guarantee the entire and absolute integrity | 


and independence of the Ottoman empire. 
They oppose the pretensions 
of any power to any thing contrary to the 
usages, the rights of sovereighty, and the 
possessions of the Sublime Porte. 
Dio. 26.—Extract from a dispatch from 
Mr. Secretary Fox to the Earl of Yar- 
Pag dated Downing-street, July 26, 
18006. 
My lord; Your lordship’s dispatehes 
conveying the mortifying intelligence of 
the siguature of a separate treaty between 


Russia and France, were received here 


ministers have 


yesterday; and his maj 
since had the opportunity of being ac- 


treaty, which it appears had not in all 
respects been accurately represented to yout 
lordship.——The king was most particularly 
struck with the great difference: which was 
perceived between the actual arrangement 
made respecting Sicily, and that which had 
been described to your ldp.In writing to 
your lordship, it is not necessary to dwell 
on the humiliating conditions to which M. 
d’Oubril has thought proper to bind his so 
vereign, Of that: minister's. misconduct 
your lordship appears fully sensible ; and I 
doubt not you exerted yourself to the ut- 
most to prevent its. When this was found 
impracticable, your lordship was naturally 
placed in circumstances of considerable 
difficulty, and for which every. allowance is 
to. be made. But it is necessary for'me.to 
say, frankly, that it would on the whole 
have been more satisfactory ta the king’s 
servants, if your lordship had waited to 
know the impression which this new event 
might create here before you had produced 
your. full powers.+-It was originally de« 
clared by your lordship to M. Talleyrand, 
that your full powers were not to be pro- 
duced till the French government should 
have reverted to the basis of negociation _ 
originally proposed by themselves ; that of 
the uti possidetis er: with the single 
exception of Hanover. Bysubsequent m+ 
structions, your lordship had indeed been 
acquainted that, in compliance with the. 
wish so strongly expressed by the Russian _ 
negociator at Paris, his maj. would not re+ 
fuse to enter into the consideration of such 
proposals as might be made to him for & 
fair equivalent to be given to his Sicilian 
majesty in lieu of Sicily, with the full and 
free consent of that monarch. The propo- 


jsal of such an equivalent, and its accep-. 


tance by his majesty’s government, would 
have replaced the negociation on its origi- 
nal footing, that of a uti possidetis, to be 
departed from only by mutual consent, in 
those cases where any exchange for a rea- 
sonable equivalent might meet the ideas of 
both parties; atid the case for the prodac- 
tion of your lordship’s ‘full powers would 
thus have arisen clearly and unequivocally. 
Even as the matter now stands; it does net 
certainly preclude discussion. Butthis might 
have been continued unofficially. And it 
is apprehended that, by producing your 
powers on the very day after the signature 
of the Russiaw treaty, an impression may 


have been ereated very unfavourable ta. the 


further progress. of the wegociation.—In 


‘quainted with the p 


precise terms, of that} the situation te which the basiuessis now 
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ceived, there shall not hour’s' delay 


brought, his majesty thinks it necessary to 
lose no time in taking every proper step for 
replacing the discussions between the two 
countries‘on their original footing. —The 
first proposals made by Fratce were, that 
a plenipotentiary should be sent from hence 
with fall powers |‘ to treat; aid to conclude 
a separate peace with France and her allies, 
Phis'was declined here, not from any ‘un- 
willingness to ‘enter into discussions ‘for 
peace‘on just ‘and’ honourable terms, an 
object which his maj. bas ‘uniformly ex- 
pressed himself desirous of accomplishing, 
but because the king was bound by engage- 
ments’ to Russia, which precluded him from 
treatirig otherwise than in concert with that 
power.’ Subsequently to’ this, a proposal 
was conveyed through your lordship for 
the conclusion of peace on. the basis so 
often referred to; and the intermediate 
comnmunications received from Russia ‘en- 
abled his majesty, consistently with good 
faith, to entertain those proposals, and to 
express his disposition to accede to: them, 
provided that, in the mode of treating and 
concluding, «the: most intimate concert 
should still be maintained with Russia.— 
_ The extraordinary step taken by M, d’Ou- 
bril has now removed all necessity of fur- 
ther reserve on this point.— His majesty, in 
this state of things, thinks it proper to 
combine together the two proposals which 
he has at different periods received from 
Krance ; and, as the difficulty which be- 
fore prevented the sending from this coun- 


try a public minister, openly accredited, to 


treat for peace, now no longer'subsists, and 
_as an acceptable basis of negociation has 
been proposed to him by the enemy, bis 
majesty directs, that your lordship should 
apply to M. Talleyrand for passports for a 
public minister so authorized and accredit- 
ed, towhom it is his majesty’s gracious 
intention to join your lordship, in the full 
powers to be granted by his majesty.—The 
great advantages which the king’s service 
will derive from the employment of a per- 
son fully instructed as to the sentiments of 
his majesty's government on all the various 
points of discussion that mey arise, cannot 
fail to strike your lordship in the same light 
in which they are seen here ; and the king’s 
servants, entertain no doubt of your lord- 
ship’s zealous and hearty co-operation in 
the execution of the joint instructions 
which such a person will bring with him. 
I have only, therefore, to ‘add, that your 
lordship may assure M. Talleyrand, that 
as 6000 as the necessary pagsports are re-' 


in his setting out; ‘and that his majesty’s 


lost sight of here: 
No. '27:—Extract from a dispatch from 


1806.05. 


this day, or to-morrow at farthest, your ldp; 
will receive ‘mine’ of the 26th inst., I do 
not think it) necessary to'do more at . pres 
sent, than to request that your lordship will 
assure’M. Talleyrand, that, immediately 


have been instructed: to.demand, the earl 
of Lauderdale, who has been humbly re 
commended to his majesty for this impor- 


tant trust, will be prepared to set out;and 


that he will, therefore, of course, be with 
your lordship in’a very few days from this 


date, ‘I need hardly observe'to your lord! . 
ship, that it is of ‘the utmost importance} 


that, in the interim, your lordship should 
avoid taking‘any step, or even holding any 


Janguage, which may tend in’ the smallest 
degree to commit the opiuion of his ma+ © 
jesty’s government on any part of the mats 


ters now depending. 


No. 28:—Copy of a dispatel fromthe Earl 


of Yarmouth to Mr. Secretary Fox; da 


ted Paris, July 30th, 1800.—Received © 


August Ist. 


the 28th, and next niorning lost no time in 


fally instructed with the sentiments of his 
commission of treating for peace. ° M. 


day, when that minister informed me, 
mand in no other light but that of ume- 


tary of state was actually in possession of a 


but that. “ pour surcroit de facilités,” {for 
still greater facility,] there could be no dif- 
ficulty: about giving mores I angwered 


government continues ardently to: wish for” 
the conclusion’ of peace, provided’ it caw 

be accomplished on the same grounds'of 
national: honour, whith have never been 


i 


Mr. Secretary Fox to the Earlof Yars 
mouth; dated Downing-street, July 28, 


My lord; Your lordship’s dispatch of the - 


24th inst. was received here this morning; — 
and as it is probable that, in the course of © 


on the receipt of the passports which you © 


Sir; I had the honour to receive your ° 
dispatch of the 26tlr inst. late atnight on 


rasking for blank passports for a person 


majesty’s government, whom it was-their — 
intention to join with me in the important 


Talleyrand told me he must take the ém- — 
peror’s orders, 1 accordingly returned this . 


‘that the emperor could consider this de- — 
cessary delay, because his majesty’s'secre- 
blank passport, which would enable any — 


person or persons to come to Paris without — 
the loss of time occasioned by this demand; 
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that I had no. knowledge of this circum- 
stance, M. Talleyrand said it was certain, 


‘because he sent two entirely, in blank, 


and that one only had been used, namely, that 


ith which | returned.—It is unnecessary 
br me to add any thing to. what I have al- 


ready said in my former dispatches, rela- 
- tive to the signature of the Russian treaty; 
any inaccuracy in the statement of its con- 


tents, such as. I was enabled to transmit. 
them, may easily be accounted for by the 
circumstance of my not having seen the 
treaty itself, and by the unwillingness M. 
d’Oubril naturally felt to open himself to 
me on that subject ; he informed me at the 


~ time that he should send 4 copy to M. de 


Strogonoff, who would communicate it to 
his majesty’s ministers.—-It is with pain, 
sir, proportioned to my zeal for his majes- 
ty’s service, and to the fair and honest con- 


' viction of my having done nothing which 


the peculiar and trying circumstances of the 
moment did not require from me, that I 
have learnt by the same dispatch the ex- 
pression of a wish that I had. delayed the 
production of my full powers till I could 
know the impression which this event of 
the Russian treaty might produce in his 
majesty’s councils, and the apprehension 
that by the producing them, so soon after 
the signature of the Russian treaty, an im- 
pression might be created unfavourable to 
the further progress of the negociation.— 
If the question regarded only my own per- 
sonal feelings, I should not think myself at 
liberty to allot to it so large a portion of a 
dispatch ; but it may. not, Iconceive, 

e unuseful, with a view to the conduct of 
the negociation, that you should be appri- 
zed of some details which I have hitherto 


omitted dwelling upon, partly,from the ur- 


gency of more important subjects, and 


_ partly from my desire not to trespass upon 


your attention to so great an extent. I 
trust, sir, that his majesty will see in these 
details wherewithal to justify my conduct 
in the difficult situation in which I was 


| placed.—The fate of Holland and Naples 


was settled before I was honoured with 
his majesty’s confidence.—My conversation 
here with M. Talleyrand soon convinced 
me that these were only preludes to still 
reater changes in the system of Europe. 
j saw at the same time a great desire of 
hegociation, before the final execution 
of some of the emperor's schemes shauld 


7 have removed any hope of its being at- 


tended with success.—-This opinion, not 
‘preconceived or lightly taken up, but gra- 
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dually formed from a variety of circuam- 


stances, was confirmed by the nature of the 


offers held out, unofficially, indeed, but in 
such clear and ;unequivocal terms, that 


it was impossible to entertain any doubt of 


the intention of this government to adhere 
to them.—The point which of all others 
was the most essential, and that on which 
satisfaction was due to the national honour 
and to that of his majesty, Hanover; 
would, I was assured, be given up without 
restriction ; for I did not then know we 
should be asked to allow the king of Prussia 


to obtain the sovereignty of some of the © 


lesser principalities, received similar as- 
surances about Malta, and the Cape of 
Good Hope; nor have I any. reason to 
doubt but that before Russia had made her 
peace separately, these terms might have 
been obtained, and the treaty have had 
solely for its basis the uti possidetis, with 
the sole exception in our favourof Hanoyer 
restored, and latterly indeed of some ar- 
rangements tolerable to all parties-in ex- 
change for Sigily.—M. Talleyrand. held 
the same language to me, with.respect to 
Russia, which he had. before held with re- 
gard to the affairs of Germany. ‘ You 
** have now been here a month; we have 
“ been willing to converse with you, to 
“ give you an insight into our views, and 
** to communicate them to the British go- 


‘“* vernment. We told you, that.if you had 


** the powers, and would enter into nego- 
“ ciation, we would not sign the arrange= 
‘* ment of Germany. <A reasonable time 
*« was left for you to consult your govern- 
“* ment; we had no answer. The arrange- 
“* ment was signed, e¢ nous n’en reviendrons 
‘* jamais, [and we will never recede from 
“ it]. We now ask you whether you will 
“* treat before Russia has signed, which 
* will not pass two days.”’—It cannot be 
necessary to state my answer to: such 
a proposition. I, will only add, that the 
treaty with Russia was signed within the 
time mentioned, and then commenced the 
difficulty of my situation. “ Switzerland,” 
I, was told by the same authority, “* is on 
“‘ the eve of undergoing a great change. 
* This cannot be averted but by a peace 
with England; but still less can we alter 
“ for any other consideration, our inten- 
“* tion of invading Portugal. The army 
* destined for that purpose. is already as- 
‘* sembling at Bayonne. This.is for the 
determination of G, Britain.”-—But I 
confess, the point of all others the most de- 


fiance in inducing me to produce my full 
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es was the language held’ respecting 
russia. -* Prussia demands from us a 
‘“* declaration respecting Hanover ; we can- 
not. consent wantonly to’ lose the only 
‘* ally France has had since the revolution ; 
* the declaration once made nous n’en 
* pouvons nous retracter,” [we cannot re- 
tract}. Would you have us break 
* entirely with Prussia, when we cannot 
** even say that G. Britain will negociate 
** with us? Are you here only with or- 
“* ders to delay our measures till the season 
** of the year makes exertion impossible, 
* or can treat? Ifso, is not the assu- 
** rance we give you, that Hanover, Malta, 
* andthe Cape, shall not be contested, suffi- 
*¢ cient to induce you to do so? Must we 
*€ Jay before the British government our 
** exact terms, before they will even avow 
** @ negociation with so great a power as 
* that of France ? or shall we execute our 
*¢ other projects, as we did those in Hol- 
Jand and Naples ?”—Undoubtedly, sir, 
conversations ef this sort, confirmed 
even as they were by the events passing 
under my eyes, could never have induced 
me to commit his majesty’s confidential 
servants upon any point upon which I had 
not received their imstructions, and which 
left no time to receive them ; but J did not 
think .myself at liberty to shift from myself 
the responsibility thus thrown upon me, at 
the risk of seeing Portugal and Switzerland 
share the same fate which Germany has 
just experienced, and Hanover confirmed 
to Prussia, until such time as his majesty’s 
armsshould recover the possession of it, The 
mode of proceeding of this government left 
me no alternative. Either to avow nego- 
ciation, or shut up every opening to it, 
was my only option.—I felt that I pledged 
his majesty to nothing except the fact of 
negociation, already privately known to 
every court in Europe.—TI carefully for- 
bore giving any written paper, or admit- 
ting even the possibility of any other basis 
than that of uéti possidetis.—I have ascer- 


tion, and will on further consideration ob. 


the conduct which I thought myself obli- 
ged to holdin consequence. His majesty’s 
ministers would have relieved. me from 
much painful responsibility, if they had 
commanded me to proceed no further, and 
wait the arrival of the person alluded to, 
and for whom | have the honour to inclose 
the necessary passport which [ have this 
moment received.—Mr, Goddard, whom a 
long residence in France, independent of 


what has passed here, renders’ entirely 

able to give his majesty’s ministers every 

explanation they may wish for, is so good ag 
to take this dispatch with him to England, 
where he is returning at the end of his lon 
captivity in this country. I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c. Yarmournu. 

No. 29.—Copy of a dispatch from Mr. 
Secretary Fox to the Earl of Yarmouth; 
pee Downing-Street, August the 2d, 
1806, 

My lord; Mr. Goddard arrived here 
yesterday evening with your lordship’s dis- 
patch of the 30th July. —His majesty’s ser- 
vants always did justice to the motives 
which induced your lordship to produce 
your full powers, though the step is one of 
which it is not possible for them to express 
approbation, thinking it, as they do, likely 
to have given so much more countenance 
than was desireable to the new and increa- 
sing demands ‘of France.—The fu!) powers 
which lord Lauderdale carries with him, 
are drawn jointly in his name and your 
lordship's. In the present disposition: of 
the French government, there is, I fear 
little probability, that peace can be cone 
cluded on such terms as are alone admissi- 
ble. The trial should, however, be made 
with frankness and good faith; and it is 


pleased to direct that the earl of Lauderdale 
should proceed to Paris, notwithstanding 
the present unfavourable aspect of the ne+ 


tained the real extent of the pretensions of| gociation. His instructions your lordshipwill 


France ; and I did consider myself to have 


"prevented a great evil at small expence by 


having given time to yourself and his ma- 
jesty’s other confidential servants, to pro- 
vide by the further instructions you might 
judge proper, for the interest of the 
powers, thus, for the moment at least, 
gaved from the grasp of France.—I persuade 
thyself that the motives here detailed upon 


_ which I acted at the moment, will place in 


4 


consider as equally addressed to yourself,and 
as the rule of your conduct in any confe» 
rences which, in conjunction with him, you 
may have with M.Talleyrand or gen. Clarke; 
and, in any point of doubt that may occur, it 
is his majesty’s pleasure, that your lordship 
should be guided by lord Lauderdale’s opi+ 
nion, formed, as it will be, on the fullest 
‘knowledge of the sentiménts and views of 
his majesty’s government, | am,’ &c, C. 


tain his majesty’s gracious approbation of — 


his abilities and correct information of - 


with this view, that his majesty bas been’ 
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“ ‘Secretary Fox to the Earl of Yarmouth; 


_ proposal having fallen to the ground, the 


- sion of the passport was overlooked ; but; 
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No. 30.Copy of a dispatch ‘from Mr. 


‘dated Downing-street, Aug. 3, 1806. 

“My lord; I was unwilling to detain lord 
Lauderdale for the purpose of replying par~ 
ticularly ‘to thé unfounded allegations of 
M. Talleyrand, which yow have recapitula- 
ted in your dispatch of thé 30th ult. But 
some points are there mentioned which can- 
not be left without an answer, such, indeed, 
as I trust your lordship has already given 
to them,—It is true, as stated by that mi- 
nister, that when the demand was made for 
ford Lauderdale’s passport, there still re- 
mained here a blank passport, one of the 
two sent here some time before your lord- 
ship’s arrival, when it bad been proposed to 
us to treat separately from Russia. That 


circumstance of our being still in posses- 


even if it had occurred, some doubt would 
probably have arisen, how far it might be 
proper, in so different a state of things, to 
make use of it for lord Lauderdale, without 
some previous communication of such an 
intention. This whole matter is, however, 
very immaterial, The principal point to 
which J feel it necessary to advert, is that 
part of M. Talleyrand’s language which 
imputes to this country needless delays in 
the negociation, and attributes to that 
cause the unjustifiable measures pursued by 
France in Germany, and elsewhere.— In 
the instructions given to lord Lauderdale, 
the repeated tergiversations of France, du- 
ring the negociation, are ‘detailed. It is 
from thence alone that delay has arisen.— 
Your lordship truly states, that the offers 
made through yourself were so clearly and 
une divotally expressed, that the intention 
of the French government could not be 
doubted. But they were no sooner made 
than departed from. In the first conference 
after your lordship’s return to France, Sici- 
}y was demanded, In the former offers, it 
had been distinctly disclaimed? ‘* Vous 
Y’avez—nous ne vous la demandons pas. Si 
nous la possédions, elle pourroit augmenter 
de beaucoup les difficultés,” [Y ou are ii pos- 
session of it. Weédo not demand it of you. 
If we possessed it, the difficulties might be 
much increased,] ‘This démand, there- 
fore, could not have been foreseen, being 
in contradiction to their own assurances ; 
and your lordship could only take it ad refe- 
rendum. ‘This produced a delay attributa-. 
ble solely to France. Our answer was im-, 


mediate and distinct. The new a 


was declared to be a breach of the prin- 


sential part. To obviate acavil on the subject 
of full powers, they were sent to you; but with 
an express injunction fot to use them, nor 
éven to’ produce them formally, till the 
French government should return to its for- 
mer ground respecting Sicily. Your lordship 
stated this to M. Talleyrand, and youreceived 
in retufh, a proposal, of giving to his ma- 
jesty, or to the king of Naples, the Hans 
towns’ in lieu of Sicily. This being again 
a proposition entirely new, could only be 
referred for his majesty’s consideration. 
On the very next day after it arrived, it 
was decidedly rejected here ; and, so little 
were we disposed to delay, that the same 
dispatch conveyed to you his majesty’s 
orders, if the demand of Sicily should still 
be persisted in, to desire your passports, 
and return to England.—Of this order your 
lordship informed M. Talleyrand, and its 
execution was delayed only by a fresh pro- 
posal of exchanges brought forward by 
France, and supported ‘by the Russian mi- 
nister, as affording the means by which his 
majestymight prevent,amongst other things, 
the changes meditated in Germany. -M. 
Talleyrand, it appears, now represents this 
communication in the following terms: 
*« We told you, that if you had powers, and 
would enter into negociation, we would not 
sign the arrangement in Germany.” M. 
Talleyrand’s real communication is to be 
found in your lordship’s dispatch of the 
9th July, in which he says, that those chan- 
ges “ were determined upon, but should not 
be published if peace took place.” —That dis- 
patch was received here on the 12th; and 
on the 17th, in direct violation of these ag- 
surances, in whichever form they were con+ 
veyed, the German treaties were both 
signed and published.—They must of course 
have been prepared at least one day before. 
What M. Talleyrand therefore calls area- 
sonable time allowed to your lordship to 
consult your government, was, at the most, 
24 hours, even supposing the utmost pos- 
sible expedition to be made by the mes- 
sengers to and from England, and no acci- 
dent or delay to occur by land of sea, 
These dates will undoubtedly not have es- 
caped your lordship’s attention, and will 
have enabled you to refute, in the most de- 
cisive manner, theainfounded pretences by 
which the French Yovernment seeks to at- 


of its own injustice, and repeated breach of 


promise,—The whole of our intercourse 
3 


ciple of the proposed basis in its most es- - 


tribute to delays on‘our part, the results © 
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on. Tuesday I got to Parisabout 12 o'clock; 
where [ sent the inclosed 
i 


with France bears indeed so different a 
character from that of delay, and the whole 
of the king’s conduct in this, as in every 
other instance, is marked by so many 
striking proofs of his desire to avert, even 
by the greatest sacrifices, such calamities as 
he is now accused of producing, that your 
lordship may perhaps have felt it less neces- 
sary to enter into a particular refutation of 
sucha charge,-—-But after the experience 
which in this negociation we have bad of the 
conduct of the French government, it is of 


' the highest consequence not to suffer such 


imputations to pass unnoticed, and, by dis- 
regard, to acquire strength and currency. 
Of the subsequent proceedings, no ex- 
planation can be necessary. It had not 
been decided here, that in the event of the 
signature of the Russian treaty, the nego- 
gociation on the part of this country should 
be pursued on any other basis but that of the 
strict uti possidetis, with the exception of Ha- 
nover. The resolution of admitting even 


~ the possibility of equivalent for Sicily, had 


been adopted only in consequence of M, 
d’Oubril’s desire, and in order to maintain, 
if it had been possible, the union of coun- 
ci] and measures: between G. Britain and 
Russia. But by the production of your 
lordsbip’s full powers, his majesty was in 
some sort pledged to continue the negocia~ 
tion, It was then judged proper that a 
fresh negociator showid be added to your 
lordship, and not an instant has been lost 


_ in giving effect to that determination ; nor 


has any considerable delay occurred on 
this side the water,except in the single point 
respecting the passport, which I have ex- 

plained in the outset of this dispatch. I 

am, &c. C. J. Fox. 

No. 31.—Copy of a dispatch from the 
Earl of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary 
Fox ; dated Paris, Aug. 6, 1806; 9 

_o’clock A. M.—Received Aug. 13. 

_ Sir; The desire expressed by commodore 
Owen, in the uncertain state of the weather, 
to get off the coast of France as soon as 
possible, prevented me from detaining the 
boat for the purpose of announcing to you 
my arrival at Calais. After a very quick 
passage in his majesty’s frigate the Clyde, I 
was put op shore on Sunday morning the 
3d, about 1lo'clock. At Calais I received 
every mark of attention and civility from 
the magistrates and the commanders of the 
army, and of the marie, as well as from 
the inhabitants of the place, who were in 
crowds on the shore, expressing their wishes 


for peace, [have now to inform you, that | 


note, (marked A.) to bis excellency the mi. 
nister for foreign affairs, from whom I soon 
afterwards received the answer, (markedB.) 
which [ also inclose. Atthe hour appoin- 
ted, I waited upon his excellency, with 
whom I had a short conversation, in which 
his anxiety for your speedy recovery 
formed the principal topic. He informed 
me that gen. Clarke was the person named 
by the emperor to negociate with lord Yar- 
mouth and myself, and appointed this day 
at 11 o’clock for the formal exhibition of 
our powers. As the frequency of commu- 
nication gives rise to false speculations in 
England, it is not my intention to send a 
messenger until I shall have something more 
important to communicate. [ am, &c. 
LAUDERDALE. 
First inclosure (A.)—Copy of a note from 

the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talleyrand; 

dated August 5, 1806. 

The earl of Lauderdale, appointed by 
his Britannick majesty, plenipotentiary at 
the court of France, has the honour to in- 


form his excellency the minister for foreign « 


affairs, of his arrival at Paris, and at the 
same time to request that he will have the 
goodness to inform him at what hour he 
may call upon him. 

Second inclosure (B),——Copy ofa note from 


M. Talleyrand tothe Earl of Lauderdale ; _ 


dated August 5, 1806. _ 
The minister for foreign affairs has learnt 
with pleasure the arrival of the earl of 


Lauderdale, He will be happy to see him 


to-day at 5 o'clock. He has the honour to 
present to the earl of Lauderdale the as- 
surances of his high consideration. _ 
No, 32.—Copy of a dispatch from the Earl 
of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary Fox ; da- 


ted Paris, Aug.7,1806. Received Aug. 13, _ 


Sir; In consequence of the appointment 
mentioned in my dispatch of yesterday's 
date, I called on his excellency, the minis- 


ter for foreign affairs, at 11 o’clock, and — 


exhibited the powers with which his ma- 
jesty has been graciously pleased to invest 
me.-—According. to custom, I left with his 
excellency a copy of the powers, and he 
delivered to me a letter which I have the 
honour to inclose, informing me that gen. 
Clarke had been apppinted to. negociate 
with lord Yarmoyth and myself.—To gen, 
Clarke I was introduced before dinner, at 


the house of his excellency the minister, 


and in the course of a short conversation 


with him, fixed our first meeting for 12 
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o'clock this day. I havé reason to think 
that he did not wish it to take place so 
‘soon, though ‘he certainly made no expli-+ 
cit objection when I proposed it. 1 am, 


' Inclosure referred to in the preceding dis- 


.patch.-Copy of a note from M. Talley- 
-rand to the Earl of Lauderdale ; dated 
6th, 1806. Meng ost 
The’ undersigned minister for foreign 
affairs has’ lost no time in’ laying before his 
majesty,’ the emperdr and. king, the full 
powers which his excellency lord Lauder- 
dale, minister plenipotentiary on the part 
of his Britannick majesty, has done him the 
honour to conimunicate to: him. ‘He has 
the honour to inform lord Lauderdale, that 
gens Clarke has been appointed by his ma+ 


_ jesty, and has received his credentials ‘to 


treat for peace, and that it is with that mi- 
nister’ that their ‘excellencies, my lords 
Lauderdale and Yarmouth, will have to 
enter into negociation on the subject of 
the present discussions, which the two go- 
vernments équally desire to see happily; 
concluded: (Signed). Cn. Mav. Tar 
LEYRAND, prince of Benevento. 
No. 33.—Copy of a'dispatch from the Earl 
of Yarmouth to Mr: Secretary Fox; dated 

Paris, Aug. 7, 1806.—Received Aug. 13. 

Sir; I received in due time, and in their 
order) your several dispatches of the 
8th ult. and the 2d and 3d inst. As no 
messenget has been dispatched from hence 
since the receipt of them, I have been 
obliged to defer, till now, replying to their 
contents.—It was with great satisfaction 
that I learnt by your dispatch of the 2d 
inst.’ the intelligence of Jord Lauderdale’s 
departure from England ; as, independent- 
ly of the: advantages I must derive from 
communicating with a person charged with 
the latest and fullest instructions from 
his majesty, his arrival here afforded 
me the opportunity of evincing, in the 
clearest manner, that I had in uo in- 
stance thought “myself at liberty to de- 
part from the basis, originally laid down 
as the only one on -which his majesty’s 
ministers could consent to treat with 
the French government.—It must. be 
evident that whatever delays have occur- 
red in the negociation are imputable to 
France,’ and to the perpetual variation of 
the terms proposed by her; and I had not 
failed before the receipt of‘ your dispateh 
of the 3d inst. repeatedly to do justice to 
the conduct of his majesty’s: government 


iy that respect.—As in the line of conduct 
1 


which I:thought it my duty to observe pre- 
vious to the earl of Lauderdale’s arrival, I ~ 
had no other object in view than the fulfil- 
ling to the best of my-abilities the mission 
with which his majesty had been graciously 
pleased to charge me,:I can, under the 
present circumstances, have no other am< 
bition than that of co-operating with: my 
best endeavours in the negociation entrus- 
ted to us jointly, upon the same: basis on 
which had originally placed it.—I have 
the honour to be, &cs Yanmoutu. 
No. 34.—Full powers given to. the Earls 
of Lauderdale and Yarmouth, which 
were commnuhicated to M, Talleyrand on 
the 6th of August, . 
- George by the grace. of God, of 
the united kingdom of .G. Britain/and Ire- 
land king, defender of the ‘faith, duke of 
Brunswick and Lunenburg, arch-treasu- 
rerand prince elector of the holy Roman 
empire, &c. To all and singular to whom 
these presents shall come; greeting !—~-The 


flames of war having .already -raged, too 


long in the different quarters. of the world, 
it is the more incumbent upon us, to re-+es- 
tablish the public: tranquillity by. putting 
an.end to so’ many quarrels'.and coptro- 
versies. We have therefore judged it expe< 
dient to invest. certain fit persons with full 
powers on our: part for the better carrying 
on this great undertaking.—Know. there- 
fore, that we, reposing éspecial trust ju the 
fidelity, diligence, judgement, perspicuity, 
and experience of our right trusty, and 
well-beloved James earl of Lauderdale, 
and of our trusty and well-beloved. Francis 
Seymour esq, commonly called. earl of 
Yarmouth, have nominated, constituted, 
and appointed them, as by these presents 
we do nominate, constitute, and appoint | 
them, our true, certain, and,undoubted pro- 
curators, commissioners, and plenipoten- 
tiaries ; giving to them: conjointly or sepa- 
rately, ‘all and all manner of power, fa- 
culty, and authority, together with general 
as well as special orders, (so that the ge- 
neral do not derogate from the. special, 
nor on the contrary,) for us. and in our 
name to meet and confer with the minis- 
ters, commissioners, or plenipotentiaries 
of any other princes or states whatsoever, 
who may be interested therein, whether 
our enemies or our allies, furnished with 
sufficient powers for that. purpose, as 
well singly and separately, as aggregate- 
ly and conjointly, and to consult and 
agree with them for the speedy. restora- 
tion of a sincere friendship and amity, 
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and of a firm and lasting peace; and. for 
us. and in our natne to sigh all such mate 
ters.and things as shall be agreed upon and 
concluded the premises, and. to form 
such treaty or treaties or any other imstru- 
ments as shall. be necessary,: and mutually 
to deliver and receive the,same in ex- 
change, and to .do and. perform all such 
acts, matters, and things, as may be in any 


‘way proper and conducive to the purposes 


above mentioned, in as full and ample a 
manner and form, and.with the valie 
dity.and effect, as we ourself,..if we were 
present, could do and.perform ; engaging 
and promising, on our royal word, that we 
will accept, ratify, and confirm, in. the 
tnost effectaal manner, all such acts, mat- 
ters, and things as shall be so transacted 
#ad- concluded by our said plenipotentia- 
ries, conjoimtly or separately, and that we 
will never suffer any person to violate the 


same’in whole or in. part, or to act con- 


trary thereto~—In testimony and confirma- 


: tion of all: which, we have caused our great 


seal-of our united kingdom of G. Britain 
atid Ireland tobe affixed to these presents, 
signiéd: with our royal hand.—-Given at our. 
court at St.: James's, this Ist day of. Au- 


guét, in the yeur of our Lord. 1805,.and of 


our reign the 46th. (92. OF 
No. of 2 dispatch from. the 
Eatls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth to 
- Mr. Secretary Pox ; dated, Paris, Aug. 
Gir Thinking it unnecessary to. send a 
courier to England with the details of the 
mete matters of form which necessarily 
took place after lord Lauderdale’s: arrival, 
we have delayed writing till there ap- 
peared something of importance to com-~- 
municate to you.—We have now to in- 
form. you, that lord Lauderdale, having 
exhibited his powers, and delivered a copy 
ifthe customary form, our first meeting 


_ with gens Clarke, the ‘plenipotentiary of 


the French government, took place at his 
house, ot ‘Thursday 7th Aug, at noon. 
Our ‘conversation commenced by gen. 
Clarke’s observing that.as lord Lauderdale 
had ‘just ‘arrived from London, with full 
instructions from his majesty, he had pro« 
bably something, new to communicate. 
a=Lotd Lauderdale in substance replied 
that .it was his wish before intermeddling 
With the neégociation now pending, dis. 
tinetly to recall to the recollection of gen. 
Clarke what had already passed between 
his majesty and the government of France, 
end at once precisely to state the only 
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footing on which his majesty could con. 


sent to treat. To effect this object, he in« 
formed gen. Clarke, that he had prepareda 
note (marked A.)which be begged to deli 
ver to him as official.—Gens Clarke read 
the note twice with great attention, and af 
terwards placed it in his portfolio, saying 
that he must take it ad referendums—Very 
little passed at this meeting sufficiently ‘in- 
teresting to merit being detailed ; the ges 
neral objected to the practice he 

hended lord Lauderdale meant to intros 
duce of conducting the negociation by wriy 


ting; and said that he was afraid the em | 


peror would regard it as a means of end. 
less delay, if a note was to be delivered. 
upon every Insignificant. question which it 
might be necessary to discuss, ‘Fhe.reply 
consisted merely in. stating the distinction, 
betwixt delivering a written note for the 


purpose of at once bringing to 8 point the bar 


sis on which. the negociation was to:be con- 
ducted, and resorting on every trivial ce. 
casion to that practice. The first, it was 


contended, must accelerate; the latter, it - 


was admitted, would delay the negocia- 
tion; and it would be therefore carefully 
avoided, as it was, his majesty’s) wish that 
no delay should take place.—Gen. Clarke, 
with something like an insiuation thatian 
unfair advantage was taken by the govern~ 
ment of G, Britain, announced that as 
there had been two plenipotentiaries ape 
pointed by his majesty, it was the empe- 
ror’s intention to do the same, and that the 
name of the person selected would be come 
municated to us.—It is proper. to state, 
that in the course of this conversation 
lord Yarmouth recalled to gen. Clarke’s 
recollection that in ail the. interviews he 
had had with him, he uniformly stated the 
uti possidetis as the. only basis upon which 
he could possibly treat- Clarke inreply 
said, that be could make no answer to what 
lord Yarmouth stated, without alluding to 
conversations which he affected to consider 
as loose, calling them “ des romans _politi- 
ques;” [political romances ;) at the same 
time by. his silence he clearly admitted 
what lord Yarmouth most distinctly stated. 
Our first interview terminated with an 
appointment to meet at lord Lauderdale’s 
apartments on Friday the 8th at 12 0’clock, 
the general observing that it might be per- 
haps necessary to put off the appointment, 
as he wished to have full time to consider 
the note which had been delivered, and as. 
the new plenipotentiary might wish to have 
an opportunity carefully to. read the cor 
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ence that hitherto had taken place. 

He promised at the same time, if this was 
the ‘case, to give us notice by writing in 
the morning.—On Friday the 8th at 11 
o'clock, the inclosures (marked B. and C.) 
were left at lord Lauderdale’s apartments, 
and an answer was sent to general Clarke, 
stating that an appointment had been made 
by lords Lauderdale and Yarmouth to re- 
ceive the Turkish ambassador at 4 o’clock, 
aod requesting that the meeting should 
take place on Saturday the 9th at noon.— 
Gen. Clarke, and M.Champagny, minister 
of the interior, the newly appointed pleni- 
ntiary, afterwards put off this meeting 

till 4 o’clock to-day, as the latter was obli~ 
to attend the emperor’s privy council 

at $t. Cloud. Late on Friday night, lord 


- Yarmouth received the answer to the note 


delivered by lord Lauderdale, a copy of 
which (marked D.) is inclosed, to which 
lord Lauderdale and lord Yarmouth imme- 
diately returned the answer, also inclosed, 
(marked E.).—Gen. Clarke and M. Cham- 
pagny came to the meeting appointed at 4 
o'clock, and a conversation took place 
which lasted for upwards of two hours. 
Into the details of this it is inmpossible now 
to enter. The general object of it was to 
engage lord Lauderdale to depart from the 
basis which he had insisted should be re- 
cognised, to prevail upon him to consult 
his government, or to take 10 or 15 days 
for consideration; but it terminated by 
lord Lauderdale’s declaring that the last 
ote was to be considered as a prelude to 
his demanding passports, for which he 
should apply to M. Talleyrand in the 
course of the evening. The letter, a copy 
of which (marked F.) is inclosed, was dis- 
patched to M. Talleyrand half an hour af- 
ter the departure of the plenipotentiaries, 
and it appears highly improbable that any 
proposition should be made which can alter 
our resolution of leaving France, the mo- 
ment the passports arrive. We have the 
honour to be, &c. (Signed) LavperDae. 
YARMOUTH. 
First inclosure (A. py of a note deli- 
* wered by the Earl of Lauderdale to Ge- 
’ neral Clarkeon the 7th of August, 1806. 
The undersigned plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic majesty, previous to entering 
upon the negociation actually pending be- 
tween his sovereign and the court of France, 


thinks it necessary briefly to retrace the 


Circumstances in which it originated. At 
the same time, he conceives it consistent 


rity, which, as his Britannic majesty’s pleni+ 
potentiary, he is determined invariably to 
support, to declare the only basis upon 


inciple which Fsance herself ‘originally 


discussion into which he is about to enter. 
—The strong and energetic language in 
which the French government, a few months 
since, expressed its desire for peace, whilst 
it inspired his majesty with confidence in 
the real sincerity of the wishes of the court 
of France, left him only to regret that the 
proposal of treating with his majesty sepa- 
rately from his allies, appeared to prevent 
U@th France and England from profiting 
by that happy disposition of their respec« 
tive governments ; it being at that time im- 


the good faith which he has ever evinced, to 
treat otherwise than conjointly with his 
ally the emperor of Russia.—Since that 
time, his majesty having found that cir- 
cumstances which it is unnecessary to de« 
tail here, permitted his majesty to nego- 
ciate separately: He received with great 
pleasure, the proposal of treating generally, 
upon the basis of uti possidetis, which was 
to be scrupulously observed except in the 
case of Hanover, which was proposed to be 
ceded to his majesty with all its dependen- 
cies. It is true, that this proposal was not 


nel of an accredited minister: of its au- 
thenticity, however, no one could enter- 
tain the smallest doubt. Independently of 
the authority which it derived from the 
character of the person.employed to com+ 


‘municate it, it seemed to agree completely 
with what had been previously announced, ' 


For “The emperor desires nothing that 
England possesses,” (an avowal made at 
the commencement of the correspondence 
between the two courts) was a natural 
prelude to such a proposal.—His ma- 
jesty regarded the cession of Hanover as 
a proof of the spirit of justice im which 
the proposal was conceived, because this 
electorate, although occupied on account 
of a supposed identity of interests and of 
measures, in fact had no relation whatever 
with the disputes. which produced the pre« 
sent war: and his majesty saw in the prin- 
ciple hitherto acknowledged as the general 
basis of negociation, a basis peculiarly 
adapted to the relative situations of the two 
parties, which he considered a proof that 
France was as sincerely disposed as Great 


with that character of openness and is 


Vor, VII, 


om to put an end to an order of things 


which he can consent to treat, to be the 


aid: down ; and to define the nature of the: 


possible for his majesty, conformably with 


made either directly, or through the chan- 
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equally prejudicial to the interests of both 
countries.In fact it appeared to his ma- 
jesty to be the only principle upon ‘which 
it was provable’ that a negociation could 
be brought to a successful issue. From 
- the nature of the interests of the parties 
engaged ‘in it, there “was but little hope 
that any satisfactory arrangement could be 
made on the ground ‘of reciprocal resti- 


22, 1806.—Pupers relative tothe 


end to the negociation; but the anxiety 
of his: maj. the king of Great Britain and, 
ireland to concur with bis ally. the emperor; 
of Russia, und to secure to his. subjects the, 
blessings of peace, induced. him to receive, 
any new proposal tor obtaining for his Sici-, 
lian majesty, in exchange for Sicily; a realy 
and satisiactory equivalent, such that; 


tution, by giving up their respective acqui-| Sovereign should consent to accept.—No, 


sitions; whilst, on the other hand, the 
principle of wtt possidetis naturally present- 
ed itself, as' the mode of terminating the 


satisiactory proposal of this nature having, 
yet been made, the undersigned must de« 
clare that he caunot consent to treat upon) 


unfortunate hostilities between the two na-fany other principle than that of the uti pos, 
tions, both of whom were in possession of} sidetis, us originally proposed to his sove; 


conquests extensive and important ip po 


both of territory and of influence; France 


reign by the court of l'rauce: At the same; 
time he is desirous it should be well unders, 


on the continent of Europe, and’ Great|stoud, that the adoption of this principle. 
Britain in other parts of the world.—This} wii not preveiit. hiny either from. hstening 


truth appeared still more striking to his 


to any just and adequate indemmification to, 


majesty, upon reflecting thatthe state-of | his Sicilian majesty for the cession of Sicily, 
possession. -in which the two nations held /Ondrom accepuuy any proposition for the 
their respective acquisitions could seareely exchange of territory between the two con- 
suffer any important: change by the conti-| tracting parties, upon justand equal prin= 


nuance of the war; the Superiority of the 


naval force of G. Britain being, according | advantage of the two countnies.—The us 
to all appearance, not less firmly establish- | dersigned .is well aware that since the ult 
ed on the seas, than that of the armies of | possidetis was proposed by the court of 


France on the continent of Europe.—It 
was under the impression which these ideas 


naturally produced, that his maj. accepted, 


“without hesitation, the proposal of treating 


upon the principle of ‘uti possidetis, with 
the reservation due to tlie connection and 


the concert that subsisted with the emperor 
of Russia;.and, as a proof of his sincerity, 


France, peace has béeu coucluded between 
France and the emperor of Russia, and, 
that, in consequenee, the relative situation 
of the two countries is no longer the same}, 
but, on the other hand, be must also ob- 
serve, thut since that time krance has ac 
quired fresh advantages in consequence of 
the exteysive changes which she has made 


his maj. fixed upon the person by whom |!» the covstitution of the German empire; 


- the communication had been made, to an- 


_ hounce the readiness with which he had 
- acceded to the basis proposed for the con- 


clusion of a treaty-—The undersigned is 


an arrangement, the, preventing of which 
was represented by France to the court of 
G. Britain as a powertul motive for the im, 
mediate couclusion of peace on the basis 


by no means disposed to conceal the satis-] of uti pussidetis. If then this principle tory 


faction. his: majesty derived from these 
happy, prospects of speedily restoring to 


his subjects the blessings of peace, upon 


jast and equitable principles, such as were 


conformable to. the honour of his crown; 
mor the regret which his maj. felt; when, 
almost at the very moment of his declaring 
his acceptance of. his. proposal that-had 
been niade to him, it was signified that this 
principle was suddenly abandoned by the 


merly appeared just to bance, it. cannot 
fail at present, according tu her own views 
of the» subject, to be more favourable tq 
ber interests than to-those of the British 
empire.—'I'he undersigned thinks it at the 
same time necessary to observe, that al 
though France may have other important 
yiews upon the continent of Europe, his 
maj. the king of Great Britain and Ireland 
may very fairly form. views in. other parts 


demand of the evacuation and cession of| of the world, of infinite importance to the 


Sicily ; a demand which has hitherto been 
modified merely by projects of indemnity 
' for his Sicilian majesty which appear to be 
totally inadequate and inadmissible-—-This 
deniand, so incompatible with the avowed 
principles upen which the. two powers were 


commerce and to the power of his.empire, 
and consequently that he caunot conform, 
jably with either the interests of,his people 

or the honour of his crown, negociate upop 
any principle of inferiority either avowed 


or supposed, He can treat upon no, other 


treating, was in itself sufficient to put an — 


ciples, such as may tend to the reciprocal, 
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footing than the supposition, that the con- 
tinuatice of hostilities is equally disadvan- 
tageous to both parties. ‘There can be 


no reason to suppose that the conquests . 


which his maj. proposes to retain by the 
peace can be wrested from him by war; 
and the undersigned is persuaded that the 
best proof of the equity of the conditions 
upon which he proposes to treat, is to be 
found in the fact, that they were proposed 
by France herself at the first opening of the 
communications between the two govern- 
ments, which have led to the mission with 
which his sovereign has been pleased to 
éntrast him. coujoitly with the earl of 
Yarmouth. (Signed) LauverpaLe. 
Second inclosure (B.)—Copy of a note’ 
» from Gen, Clarke to the-Earls of Lau-’ 
‘ derdale and Yarmouth; dated Paris, 
» Aug. 8, 1806. 

- General Clarke requests their excellen- 
cies the earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
will be pleased to postpone to 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon the conference which was 
fixed for 12 o’clock. Should the hour of 
4 be inconvenient to their excellencies, 
gen. Clarke begs they will name. one that 
will suit them. The general will wait upon 
lord Lauderdale with his excellency M. de 
Champagny, minister of the interior, who 
has been appointed by iis ngj. the emperor 
and king, to be his plenipotentiary con- 
jointly with gen. Clarke, to negociate a 
peace with Great Britain. Gen. Clarke has 
the honour, &c. 

Third inclosure(C.}—Copy ofanote fromM. 
 Falleyrand to the Earls of Lauderdale 
~ and Yarmouth; dated Paris, Aug. 8,1806. 
» My lords; 1 have the honour to inform 
your excellencies, that his maj. the em- 
peror and king has judged it expedient to 
join M. de Champagny, his minister of the 
interior, as additional minister plenipoten- 
tiary, to the mission which hitherto had 
een entrusted solely to gen. Clarke, and 
that these two ministers are equally autho- 
rized to confer with your excellencies on the 
great object of conciliating the politics and 
‘the interests of the two states. I lost no time 
in acquuititing them with the intentions of 
his maj., and [ doubt not they will concert 
measures for the immediate prosec@tion 
of the negociation which gen. Clarke has 
had the hononr to enter upon with your 


‘excellencies, and which his maj. hopes as 
well as desires to see terminate in a result 


equally advantageous and honourable to 
both nations. I request, &c. (Signed) Cu, 


Fourth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note. 
from General Clarke to the\Earls. of 
Lauderdale and Yarmouth ; dated Paris, 
August 8, 1806. 
The undersigned minister plenipotentia- 
ry of his majesty the emperor of the 
French, king of Italy, has laid before his 
government the note transmitted yesterday 
by his excellency lord Lauderdale, pleni- 
potentiary from his Britannic majesty. 
His majesty the emperor of the French, 
king of Italy, could not see without pain, 
that a negociation which. has already. been 
the subject of so much discussion, which. 
has occasioned the dispatching of so many 


| messengers by both parties, which was, in 


aword, already brought to maturity, should 
have suddenly taken a retrograde direction, 
80 as to present obstacles founded, not in 
the nature of the stipulations, but on the _ 
very ground on which that negociation 
was commenced.—The court of France 
has constantly refused to admit in the same 
negociation, the courts of England and 
Russia, and whatever desire his majesty 
the emperor of the French, king of Italy, 
may have, to see a general peace shortly 
re-established, no consideration could in- - 
duce him to violate that principle of his 
policy, ‘The negociation which France 
had commenced at Petersburgh, had more- 
over convinced his majesty the emperor of 
the French, king of Italy, that the English 
cabinet deceived itself with respect to the 
nature of its relations with Russia.—Af- 
ter several months of discussion, the ca- 
binet of London yielded this point, and 
his excellency the Earl of Yarmouth arri- 
ved publicly at Calais, and afterwards at 
Paris, for the purpose of treating for peace. 
He had conferences with his excellency 
the minister for foreign affairs immediately 
after his arrival in this capital, having 
previously made known to him that -he 
was duly authorized:-by his government.— 
Since that period Russia has concluded 
her peace with France.-- The undersigned 
has been appointed minister, plenipoten- 
tiary to negociate with the plenipotentiary 
of. his: Britannic. majesty, and the first 
step was an exchange of his powers with 
those of his excellency the: Earl of Yar- 
mouth, whom. he was bound to. believe, 
as is expressed in his excellency’s full pow- 
ers, authorized to negociate, conclude, and 
sign a definitive treaty between France-and 
the united kingdom. of Great Britain and 
Ireland.—-Very frequent conferences, most 


Mav. Tauveyranp, prince of Benevento, 


of them of several.hours, have since taken 
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peror of the French entirely adopted the - 
principle set forth in the dispatch of his. 
excellency Mr. Fox, of the 26th of March, 
and offered as the basis of the negociation ; 
‘* That the proposed peace ought to be 
** honourable for the two courts, and for - 
their respective allies.”-—In his letter of 
the 2d June to his excellency Mr. Fox, hig — 
excellency the minister for foreign affairs - 
went still further ; he proposed in the name 
of his majesty the emperor of the French, 
king of Italy, to establish as a basis two 
fundamental principles, the first of them — 
taken from Mr. Fox’s letter of the 26th 
of March, namely : “‘ That the object of the 
“* two powers should be a peace honouras 
‘** ble to themselves, and to their respece 
* tive allies, at the same time that. this 
“ peace should be of a nature to insure as 
“ far as should lie in their power, the fu» 
“ ture tranquillity of Europe.” The 2d_ 
principle was, “ an acknowledgement in 
“« favour of both powers of the right of in- 
and of guarantee with regard 
‘“* to continental affairs, and with regard to 
maritime affairs.”--Such was the basis 
adopted by the British government, and 
agreed upon with it. It could never have 
entered into the ‘mind of his majesty the 
emperor of the French, king of Italy, to 
take the “ utigpossidetis” as the basis of 
the negociation. If such had been his in- 
tention, he would have kept Moravia, a 
part of Hungary, Styria, Carniola, Croatia 
the whole of Austria, as well as its capital 
— Trieste; and Fiume, and the surroundin 
coast would still be in his power, as wel 
as Genoa and Venice. Hanover, Osna- 
burgh, and all the mouths of the great ri- 
vers of the north of Germany would be 
subject to his dominion; and, doubtless, 
his majesty the emperor of the French, 
king of Italy, might then, without difficulty, 
have left his Britannic majesty in posses 
sion of the Cape, Surinam, Tobago, St, 
Lucia, Pondicherry, &c.—-As to Sicily, in 
this very supposition his majesty the empe- 
peror and king would not have left it to his 
enemies ; but his majesty would only have 
thought that the conquest of this island 
should have preceded the opening of the 
negociations ; aud while Prussia and Ruse 
sia have either guarantied or recognized the 
changes which have taken place in the 
kingdom of the two Sicilies, is it to be sup- 
posed that England could have prevented 


place between the two plenipotentiaries, 
who, with good faith on both sides, endea- 
voured to do away the difficulties, and put 
aside every thing that could have tended 
to irritate their minds, or to embarrass and 
unnecessarily retard the progress of the 
negociation.——Instead of transmitting to 
each other notes, more or less ingenious, 
but which rather remove than approximate 
i the object which it is wished to attain; in- 
= stead of beginning those written contro- 
We versies, which are not less injurious to hu- 
manity than open hostilities, and which 
- prolong the miseries of nations ; instead, 
above all things, of negociating peace in 
the same manner in which war is carried 
an, the plenipotentiaries had free confe- 
rences, in which his majesty the ewperor 
and king granted all which he could grant, 
without losing sight of the dignity of his 
| crown, his love for his people, and the in- 
| 


terest of his allies.—His majesty will ne- 
ver be reduced to make further sacrifices. 
—Does not the method taken by his ex- 
cellency the earl of Lauderdale, the new 
plenipotentiary on the part of his Britan- 
nic majesty, appear to announce that a 
multitude of notes will not be sufficient 
even to bring the governments to an un- 
derstanding ? And is not a risk evidently 
incurred, by adopting such a method, the 
abuse of which has been so manifest in 
our recollection, of being still further from 
@ good understanding than we have hi- 
therto been? If, on the contrary, it is only 
_ wished to form documents which may here- 
after be presented to the parliament of G. 
Britain, his majesty the emperor and king 
has no similar inducement, it is peace that 
he desires; a peace equally honourable 
for France, for G, Britain, and for their 
allies, which the mutual and assiduous la- 
bour of the respective plenipotentiaries 
shall have rendered acceptable to both go- 
vernments.—-Nevertheless, that his love of 
justice, and the sincerity of his pacific 
sentiments may be manifest to every one, 
and that it may be truly known, to whom 
all hindrance to the progress of the negocie 
ation ought to be attributed, his majesty 
the emperor of the French has deigned to 
permit the undersigned to diseuss here the 
vain question relative to the busis of this 
negociation, which was already advanced 
and on the point of being terminated.— 
In the letter written to his excellency Mr. 
Fox, on the Ist of April, by his excelleney| the conquest of Sicily, which is separated 
the French minister for foreign affairs, that|from the continent only by a channel of 
minister declared that his majesty the less than 2000 toises And even suppo- 
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sing that the Cape, Surinam, and other 
Dutch possessions could have been finally 
detached from the kingdom of Holland, is 
it not certain that its existence as a nation 
would become from that very cause im- 
possible; and that its incorporation with 
the French empire would have been the 
necessary consequence of a refusal given 
by England to restore to it its colonies? 
What, in fact, could be the means of main- 
taining a nation which would have nothing 
but debts, and from which the total depri- 
vation of all commerce would take away 
the possibility of paying them? Whate- 
ver their excellencies the plenipotentiaries 
of his Britannic majesty may alledge, it is 
impossible that they should not be convin- 
ced, that itis a very different thing for G. 
Britain, to see the Texel and the mouths 
of the Rhine and of the Meuse in the 
power of the French revenue officers, or 
to see them in the power of the Dutch. 
Thus, therefore, Holland, without the 
restitution of its colonies, would necessa- 
rily become a province of the French em- 
pire; for, on accepting the crown of Hol- 


land, prince Lewis formally declared his 


intention of renouncing it, if the Dutch 
colonies. were not restored at the general 
peace.—Let Hanover become a province 
of France; let Trieste, Fiume, and their 
territory likewise become.provinces of the 
kingdom of Italy, and let G. Britain keep 
as a compensation, the Cape, Surinam, 
Malta, and Pondicherry, &c, France 
will consent to it, and the great principle 
uti possidetis will be applied in its full ex- 
tent, both as to the present aud as to the 


_ fature.—Let the new minister plenipoten- 


tiary of his Britannic majesty, point out 
in the history of the world, a negociation 
terminated upon the principle of the uti 
possidetis between two great nations: Let 
him examine whether this principle does 
not belong rather to an armistice than to a 
treaty of peace? It is impossible not to 
say, that, in proposing to France the uti 
possidetis, particularly under the present 
circumstances, a strange idea must have 
been formed of the character of the em- 
_ Napoleon, and it must have been 

lieved that he was reduced to a singular 
state of humiliation and distress.—But, in 
demanding the uti possidetis, his excellency, 
the eurl of Lauderdale, plenipotentiary 
from his Britannic majesty, without regard 
to.the principle which he advances, wishes 
to change entirely the destiny of a conti- 


' nental state, which gave 25,000 men to 


England, and furnished her with a part of 


the means which she afforded in the 7 years — 
war, and even in the war of the French re« 
volution, to the armies of the north, 


‘Thus, therefore, it is wished to maintain 


the principle of the uti possidetis, in order 
to deprive France of all. her commerce, and 
of all her establishments, and to ruin her 
allies ; but it is wished to violate the prin- 
ciple of the uti possidetis, in order to oblige 
France to renounce ber engagements, to 
break her treaties ; in a word, to dissolve 
her whole continental system ! Is not. this 
to propose a peace a thousand times more 
disastrous than the longest war, and con- 
ditions calculated to excite the indignation 
of every Frenchman? What! shall France © 
have conquered all the powers subsidized 
by England during three coalitions, to see 
imposed upon her conditions as unjust as 
they are dishonourable, notwithstanding 
the moderation and generosity which she 
bas shewn ?—His excellency Mr, Fox him- 
self proposed, that ‘* the peace should be 
honourable to both courts, and to their re- 
spective allies.”’—His majesty the emperor 
of the French, king of Italy, could not con- 
sider the peace as honourable, if, by one of 
its conditions, he was to lose a single sub- 
ject, and of however little importance the 
colony of Tobago may be, it suffices, that 
it made part of the French empire at the 
time his majesty took the reins of the go- 
vernment, to prevent his ever signing a 
treaty in waich the alienation of that colo~ 
ny, or of any other which belongs to him 
in the same manner, shall be comprised. 
No reasonable Englishman can have flatté- 
red himself with the contrary ; and bis ma- 
jesty, in the position in which he stands, 
would, by consenting to it, lose the esteem 
of every brave and generous person, even 
among his enemies.—The undersigned is 
directed to declare, that his majesty the 
emperor and king considers as a disgrace 
the very idea of a negociation, founded on 
the uti possidetis. It is the more contrary 
to his principles, inasmuch as his majesty 
has restored his conquests, and that he 
should be now reigning over a population 
the double of that which he in fact governs, 
if, at the conclusion of the treaties of peace, 
which he .made at the expiration of the 
several coalitions, he had taken the uti pos- 
sidetis for his only principle.—-The under- 
signed is also directed to declare, that the 
only conditions of negociation which his 
majesty the emperor and king ‘ig willing 
to adopt, are those proposed in part by big 
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excellency Mr. Fox, contained in the let- 
ter which was addressed to him on the 2d 
of Jane by the minister for foreign 'affairs,and 
repeated in the 12th paragraph of the pre- 
sept note.—His majesty the emperor of 


the French, king of Italy, requires nothing. 


of G. Britain which can be contrary to the 
interests of her allies. He is entitled to 
expectthat nothing will be exacted of him, 
which can be contrary to the interests of 
his own allies. —The undersigned is direct- 
ed to add, that’ he refers to what had been 
prepared by the mutual efforts of his ex- 
cellency'the earl of Yarmouth, and the un- 
dersigned.—If peace shall not be re-esta- 
' blished, it is not France who can be accu- 
sed of having changed, but England: -al- 
though peace’ between France and Russia, 
and ether events unfavourable to G. Bri- 
tain have taken place since the negocia- 
tion’ was entered upon and nearly brought 
to a conclusion, in concert with his excel- 
Jency the earl of Yarmouth. The under- 
signed avails himself,&c. (Signed) CLARKE. 
Fifth inclosure (E.)—Copy of a note from 
the Earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 

- to Gen. Clarke ; dated Paris, August 9, 

1806. 

- The undersigned plenipotentiaries of his 
Britannick majesty cannot allow themselves 
to enter into a detailed consiceration of the 
Official note, dated the 8th cf August, which 
has just been delivered to them on the 
part of his excellency gen. Clarke. From 
the manner in which the different points 
which form the subject of this note are 
treated, it would be impossible for them to 
discuss them with that calmness and that 
yegard to propriety, which the character 
with which their sovereign has invested 
them demands. But the subject of this 
note is of a nature, so general and so foreign 
to the object under discussion, that it 
would he perfectly useless to take it into 
consideration at the present moment.—The 
undersigned the earl of Lauderdale, far 
from thinking that the manner of discus- 
sing in writing the fundamental points of a 
neguciation can in any shape increase the 
difficulty of coming to an understanding, is, 
on the contrary, of opinion that he already 
perceives evideut proofs of its utility, inas- 
much. as the official note presented by him 
‘since bis argival has brought the negocia- 
tion to an unequivocal issue, and has put 


‘an énd to those misunderstandings, without 


doubt real, which have taken place, and 
_ hich never could have occurred the 


same method had been adopted at the com- 


- 


mencement of the negociation.—The un- 
dersigned the earl of Yarmouth finds hime. 
self compelled to recur to the manner in 
which it bas been stated to him, that he 
landed at Calais invested with a publie 
character to treat for peace. He only 
came to give in person, and vivé voccy the 
answer to a communication that he had 
been requested to make to the Huglish gor 
vernment, founded upou the basis of the 
uti possidetis, in conformity withthe fol- 
lowing words of bis exeellency M. ‘Talley 
rand: “ We ask nothing from you;” acs 
companied with positive assurances. that 
the restitution of the possessions of his mas 
jesty in Germany would meet with no op- 
position. ‘The same sentiment aleo recurs 


in the letter from M. ‘Talleyrand to Mr, | 


Fox of the 1st April in these terms: ** The 
emperor covets nothing that England pos- 
sesses.”——The earl of Yarmouth feels him- 
self under an equal necessity of not passing 
over in silence the remarks made by his 
excellency gen. Clarke, on the subject of 
the delays of the negociation and of the 
frequent communication by messengers. 
The answers of bis Britannick majesty 
have ever been frank and prompt: and if 
the number of messengers has been consi- 
derable, it can only be attributed to mo- 
tives foreign to the wishes of his majesty. 
—The undersigned the earls of Lauderdale 
and Yarmouth, can by no means subscribe 
to the opinion held ‘out by his excellency 
gen, Clarke in the said note; that the nego- 
ciation “ had been begun and nearly 
brought to a conclusion”: in the interval 
which elapsed between the time when 
lord Yarmouth officially communicated bis 
full powers, and the arrival of lord Lauder- 
dale ; on the contrary, they consider the 
negociation as having commenced. The 
conversations to which allusion has been 
made, consisted, on the part of the French 
plenipotentiaries, in making demands which 
the undersigned the earl of Yarniouth has 
uniformly declared to be inadmissible ; and 
on the part of lord Yarmouth im keeping 
strictly within the bounds of the uti possi- 
detis, not having any instructions ‘on the 
part of his government to admit any other 
conditions of negociation ; conditions: sug- 
gested by France in the communication 
made by the earl of Yarmouth, and pre- 
viously announced in M. ‘Talleyrand’s 
letter of the 1st of April.—The ‘under- 
signed earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
thiuk it unnecessary in this place to repeat 
‘the: motives set forth in the official note 
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présented by lord Eauderdale, and which 
induced his majesty to consider the basis 
of the uti possidétis proposed by France pe- 
culiarly applicable to the respective situa- 
tion of the two countries... [tis to them a 
. subject of deep regret that, by so absolute 
and decided a departure from that basis on 
the part of. the French government, the 
hopes and expectations of the two. nations 
must be entirely frustrated.—lt only re- 
mains for the earls of Lauderdale and Yar- 
mouth ta declare, that his majesty, ever 
ready to listen. to just and honourable con- 
ditions of peace, relies with confidence 


‘upon the means which he derives from the} 


loyalty and affection of his subjects, He 
will never listen to any proposals of nego-. 
ciation whatsoever upon terms incompati- 
ble with the honour of biscrown and the real 
interests of: his subjects... (Signed). Lavu- 
DERDALE; YARMOUTH. 
Sixth inclosure of a note from 
. the Earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
. to M. Talleyrand ; dated Paris, August 

‘The pretensions brought forward by the 
French government in the official note of 
bis excellency gen. Clarke, so incompatible 
with the basis formerly proposed by that 
government, not leaving us any other alter- 
native than that of returning to England, 
we haye the. honour to request your excel- 
lency to have the goodness to send the ne- 


cessary passports for ourselves. and our} 


suite, We avail ourselves, &c. (Signed) 
LauperpaLe., YARMOUTH. 

No. 36.—Extract from a Dispatch from 
_ the Earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
to Mr. Secretary Fox; dated Paris, Aug. 
11th, 1800.—Received Aug. 13th. 

. Sir; In our last dispatch of the 9th inst. 
we had the honour of informing you, that 
on that evening we had applied for pass- 
ports to return to England, and also fora 
passport for a courier we intended to have 
dispatched immediately. We have only 
now to mention that, on Sunday at 11 
o'clock, we sent the inclosure (marked A.), 
renewing our demand; and? that this 
morning, having received no answer to 
either application,the inclosure (marked B.) 
was sent to M. Talleyrand’s house, Rué 
d’Anjou. The courier Basilico, whocarried 
the note, returned soon after to inform us, 
that he was directed at Talleyrand’s 
house to go the foreign office, where he 
accordingly went, but: was told that no 
“communication would be received there 


till between 12 and 1, We then begged of 


Mr. Goddard to go himself to the foreign. 


-oflice, aud deliver the letter: He found. 


that: the clerks had only just arrived, and 
that M. Talleyrand. was gene to St. Cloud, 
not to return till.4 o’clock. At half after $, 
we received from Messrs. Clarke and Chame . 
pagny an official note (marked C.)., Imme-., 
diately upon, the receipt, of this note, we, 
wrote the inclosure (marked D.) to M. 
Talleyrand, and received from him at 9. 
o’slock ap answer (marked which is. 
‘also inclosed, ‘Fhe inclosure (marked 
is the reply to the official note which we in- , 
tend to send, the moment it,ean be copied... 
Addition by the Earl of Yarmouth. 
As the French government has in every, 
instance admitted the exactness of the com- 
munications made by me, I beg leave, in ad~ 
dition to this dispateb, to remark that the’ 
intention expressed to me by the French 
government, as that which made them pre- 
fer communicating through, my channek 
rather than on paper, was the expressing: 
to his majesty’s government their readiness, 
to. restore bis majesty’s German dominions, 
in tuto, but that. for obvious reasons this- 
could not be expressed on paper till every. 
other condition of the treaty should. be, 
settled. 
Figst inclosure (A.)—-Copy of a note, from, 
the Earls.of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
to M. Talleyrand; dated August 10, 
1806.—11, o’clock A. M.. | 
The earls of. Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
have the honour to repeat to his. excel-. 
lency the minister for foreign affairs, the 
demand which they had the honour to 
‘make to his..excellency yesterday, at half 
past 6 o’¢lock in the evening, of passports 
necessary for them and their suite, as well 
as of a passport for a m@ssenger who is now 
Waiting for it, to proceedon, bis journey. 
Second inclosure (B.)—Copy of a note 
from the Earls of Lauderdale and Yar- 
mouth to M. Talleyrand ; dated Aug. 11, 
1806, 10 o’clock A.M. 
Sir; Ivis your duty to repeat the demand 
which we have already twice made, of a 
passport for a messenger, and of passports 
for our return to England,--We think it 
right also to. remark to your excellency, 
that these demands were made the day be- 
fore yesterday (Saturday) at half past 6 in 
the evening; that they were renewed to 
your excellency yesterday (Sunday) at 11 
o'clock, and that to the present. moment. 
we have not received any answer to tuem,.— 
When your excellency. recollects that near 


24 hours baye ppssed since we, addressed 
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ourselves for the second time to your ex- 
cellency, and that, to say nothing of our 
own passports, we have been deprived in 
the interval, of the means of sending a 
messenger to England, you must be per- 
suaded, that if ‘we abstain from all remark 
upon @ proceeding so extraordinary and so 
contrary to the established ‘usages, it is 
from a desire to avoid ‘as mtch and as 
long as possible, any thing that may occa- 
sion animosity, and change’the nature and 
tove which have hitherto characterized the 
communications between the two govern- 
ments.—We request, &c. (Signed) Lav- 


DERDALE. YARMOUTH. 
Third inclosure (C:)—Copy of ‘a note from 
Messrs, Champagny and Clarke to the 
Earls of Lauderdale and‘ Yarmouth ; 

dated Paris, Aug. 11, 1806. 

The undersigned, ministers plenipoten- 
tiary of his majesty the emperor of the 
French, king of Italy, have read with at- 
tention the note dated the 9th of August, 
addressed to them by their excellencies the 
plenipotentiaries of his majesty the king 
of the united kingdoms of Great Britainand 
Ireland, in which they again propose the 
uti pessidetis as the basis of the negociation. 
-—The French plenipotentiaries know not, 
whether, by the adoption of this prineiple, 
England would obtain the right of exact- 

ing from the French government for herself 
and her allies, every restitution which may 
suit her convenience, without being bound 


to make any restitution to France and her} 


allies of the conquests which she has 
made. This demand would be so extraor- 
dinary, that it would be equivalent to say- 
ing that France should sign all the conditions 
which it may please the English plenipoten- 
tiaries to commit to writing. re cannot 
suppose that such is really the intention of 
the English ministry. They have not sent 
over plenipotentiaries for the sole purpose 
of requiring the admission of an indefinite 
basis which would render them masters of 
all the conditions of the treaty. In a state 
of things so obscure, the French plenipo- 
tentiaries demand such explanations as 
may enable them to understand, and topro- 
eeed in the negociation. ‘These consist in 
making known what are the conquests which 
England wishes to keep, what are those 
which she will restore to France and her 
allies, and what conquests of France she 
requires to be restored. This will unfold 
& system of compensation, which may give 
a'clear idea of the principles and intentions 


the British cabinet,” 


potentiaries will then know what engage. 
ments they contract in adopting the basis 
which is proposed to them ; for they can 
certainly never consent to this adop- 
tion without knowing what is demanded of 
them.—In laying down the principle of uti 
possidetis, have the English plenipotentia- 
ties had it in view to propose a means of 
exchange and of compensation? If this is 
their meaning, the emperor adopts it,  be- 
cause it appears to him conformable to the 
two principles already agreed upon b 
both parties, in the letters of the Frenc 
minister for foreign affairs, and’ of the 
English secretary of state for the depart. 
ment of foreign affairs, viz.—1st, To the 
principle laid down by Mr. Fox in hisletter — 
of ‘the 26th of March last, “ that the 
*€ object of both parties ought to be that 
“* the peace should be honourable for both, 
“and their respective allies; and at the 
**- same time of a nature to insure, as far 
“as should be in their power, the future 
“* tranquillity of Europe.”—2d, To the 
principle subjoined to the obit by the 
minister for foreign affairs, in his letter of 
the vod of June following, which consists of 
an acknowledgement, in favour of the two 
parties, of the full and 
of guaranty in continental and in maritime 
affairs.—The undersigned take this opportu- 
nity, &c. (Signed) Coampacny. CLARKE, 
Foarth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note’ 
from the Earls of Lauderdale and Yar- 
mouth to M. Talleyrand; dated Paris, 
Aug. 11, 1806; half past 6 P.M. 
Sir; We have this moment received a 
note signed by their excellencies M. de 
Champagny and general Clarke, to which 
under any other circumstances we should 
have immediately replied. But it is our duty 
previously to remark to your excellency, 
that we hate remained since half past 6 
o'clock of the evening of the day before 
yostereeys without any answer to our de- 
mand of a passport for a messenger, or to 
that of our own passports, although this de- 
mand has been repeated three times in this 
intervat.—It isof the highest importance, 
in our present situation, to be certain of 
@ cOmmunication perfectly free and unin- 
terrupted, and as constant as we can de- | 
sire, with our government. We therefore 
entreat your excellency to satisfy us on this 
point, in order that we may know whether, 
in all the possible cases in which we may 
think proper to demand passports either 
for ourselves or for messengers, we shall be 


to obtain them without 
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- that we have received no answer to the re- 


‘regrets that the relaxation from business 


_ powers, and of putting an end to the 


. nister for foreign affairs, induce them to 


tre also under the necessity of remarking 


quest we made to your excellency on the 
jubject of Mr. Goddard:—We take this 
opportunity of renewing, &c. &c. (Signed) 
LAUDERDALE. YARMOUTH. 

Fifth inclosure (E.)—Copy of a note from 
M. Talleyrand to the Earls of Lauder- 
dale and Yarmouth ; dated Paris, Aug. 
11, 1806. 

_ The undersigned, minister for foreign 
affairs, has the honour to transmit to their 
excellencies lords Lauderdale. and Yar- 
mouth, ministers plenipotentiary of his ma- 
jesty the king of England, the passport for 
a messenger which they demanded. He 


granted in the offices on Sundays, should 
have prevented him from sending it sooner. 
With regard to the passports their excel- 
lencies have demanded for themselves, the 
undersigned flatters himself that they will 

ive to the delay in sending them, the in- 

rpretation the most natural and the most 
proper to prevent all complaint on their 
part. The undersigned can never fear the 
responsibility of delays, which have for 
object to prolong, for some days, the hope 
of restoring peace between two great 


scourge of war in the four quarters of the 
world.—The undersigned begs, &c. &c. 
Cu. Mav. TaLLeyranp, prince of Be- 
nevento. 
Sixth inclosure Slowey of a note from 
the Earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
_ to Messrs. Champagny and Clarke ; dated 
Paris, Aug. 11, 1806; 11 o’clock P.M. 
The undersigned plenipotentiaries of his 
Britannic majesty would not have delayed 
their answer to the note of this day’s date, 
addressed to them by their excellencies the 
of he French government; 
ut as their reiterated-demands to his ex- 
cellency the minister for foreign affairs for 
passports, even for their messenger, re- 
mained unanswered, they thought it right 
first to ascertain, whether they were still 
to enjoy an open and uninterrupted com- 
munication with their government, such 
as, in similar cases, has always been per- 
mitted by every government in Europe.— 
The explanations which the undersigned. 
have received from his excellency the mi- 


hope that a like delay will, on no occasion 


whatever, again take place.—After having 


maturely considered the note of their ex- 
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French government, the undersigned have 
toremark, that the British government, far 
from pretending to “ exact from the French 
‘* government every restitutio. which may 


© suit ‘their convenience, without being 


‘** bound to make any restitution to France, 

never expressed any other wish than: that 

of treating with the French governmenton ~ 
the basis which was proposed to them by 

France herself; as it is expressed in the 

note of lord Lauderdale, viz. “* to treat 

“ generally upon the basis of ufi possidetis, 

‘“* which was to be scrupulously observed, 

“except in the case of Hanover, which 

* was proposed to be ceded to his Britan- 

nic majesty with all its dependencies.” 

They must also observe, that if it were 

possible to mistake the result which would 

necessarily follow from this principle, the 
verbal discussions which took place on the 

Otb inst. between the French plenipotentia- 

ries and the undersigned, leave. no room 

for doubt, whether the proposition thus 
laid down was perfectly understood by 
those plevipotentiaries.--The undersigned 
have therefore only to repeat, that they: 
cannot, consistently with the instructions. 
of their government, do otherwise than 
insist upon.the previous recognition of this 
principle. It is on. this condition alone 
that they are authorized to continze the 
negociation.—-As soon as this principle 
shall be agreed to, the undersigned will be 
ready to proceed to the discussion of the 
other points mentioned in the note of lord 

Lauderdale.—lIt only remains for the un- 

dersigned to add, that if the French go- 

vernment expresses a disposition to adhere 
to the proposal, such as his Britannic maj. 
understands it to have been made by them, 

they shall congratulate themselves as on a 

most fortunate event ; an event which pro- 

mises (according to the expression of Mr, 

Fox, quoted by their excellencies) “ a 

peace honourable for the two nations, and 

at the same time of a nature to insure the | 
future tranquillity of Europe.” (Signed) 

LAUDERDALE. YARMOUTH. 

No. 37.— Extract from a dispatch from Mr. 
Secretary Fox to the Earls of Lauder- 
dale and Yarmouth; dated Downing- 
street, Aug. 14, 
My lords; The megsenger, Basilico, 

arrived here early this morning, with the ~ 

dispatches with which your lordships had 
charged him; and, although it appears 
most probable, that, before he can again 
teach Paris, your lordships will be no 


eellencies the plenipotentiaries of the 


there, yet, as there is still'a possi- 
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bility, from the last note, from the French 
plenipotentiaries, that the negociation may 
proceed.on the basis pointed, out for it 
by. your instructions, it has been judged 
proper. that no time should. be lost in. re- 
dispatching him, in order that you may be 
-apprized of his, majesty’s full approbation 
of the tenour of the different notes which 
have been delivered on your part since the 
earl of Lauderdale’s arrival. at Paris. As 
no other point but thatof the general basis 
of negociation has yet been brought into 
iscussion, nothing need be added to the 
ormer instructions, by which the course of 
any further-discussions that may take place 
is. still to be entirely guided. 
No. 38.—Copy of a dispatch from Mr. Se- 
_cretary Fox to the Earls.of Lauderdale 
_ and Yarmouth; dated Downing-street, 

Aug. 14, 1806. 

lords; His majesty’s. servants have 
observed, from the dispatches received this 
day, that. some insinuation has been thrown 
eut by the French government, of a dispo- 
sition on the part of this country to gain 
some unfair advantage by the employment 
_ of two plenipotentiaries in the present dis- 


cussions. That government has since taken | 


the obvious mode of counteracting this ad- 
vantage (if any such there was) by naming, 
on their part also, a second plenipotentiary. 
But, the king’s. government is desirous, 
while it. adheres steadily to the substance 
of those points which “are thought fit to 
be insisted on for the honour aud _ interest 
of his, majesty’s. crown, to leave no pre- 
tence for cavils as. to the form in which 
these discussions are carried on. The ad- 
vantage which was to be looked to from 
the personal share which the earl of Yar- 
mouth originally had in these transactions, 
&s the bearer. of the overtures made by 
France, has now ceased; and, while his 
-Jordship has, on the one hand, properly re- 
corded his decisive testimony as to the 
reality of these overtures, and,as to the 
exact terms of peace so offered, the French 
government has, on the, other hand, not 
_ only refused to adhere to those offers, but 


has expressly declared, that they never can 
even have entered into their thoughts. 
“ Jamais il n’apuvenirdans la pensée de'sa 


majesté l’empereur des Francois, roid’ Ita- 
* lie, de prendre pour base de Ja négocia- 
“ tion Pudi possidetis;” [it never could have 
entered into the thoughts of his majesty 
the emperor of the French, king of Italy, 
to take for the basis of the negociation, the 
uli _possidetis.} In this state of 


ae 
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king’s servants are not aware of any benes, 
fits that would be likely to result to his ma» 
jesty’s service from-imposing on lord Yare, 
mouth any farther duty in this respect > 
nor do they wish that any such ground for 
cavil as I have before alluded-to, -howeyer 
unfounded it would be, should be. left to 
the enemy.—They have, therefore, sub- 
mitted it,as their lumble advice to his ma. 
jesty, that, in case of the continuance ‘of 
the negociations, the Freuch minister 
should be informed, that they will hence~ 
forth be conducted by the earl of Lauder.. 
dale alone, the earl of Yarmouth having 
obtained his majesty’s gracious permission: 
to return to, England ; but that, -his ma- 
jesty does not, on his part, make any gb- 
jection to lord Lauderdale’s treating with, 
beth the persons who have been named by 
the French government for that trust --A 
proof. perfeetly decisive, in all its parts, 
that no unfair advantage, such as the 

French government appears to apprehend, 

can have been .in the king's contemplation, 

Iam, &c.:€. J,.Fox. 

No. 39 Copy of a dispatch the Earl 
of. Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary Fox; 
dated Paris, Aug. 16, 1806,—Received 
Aug. 19th. 

Sir; The note to the plenipotentiasies 
of the French governinent, dated the 1ith 
inst., of which a copy (marked I’.) was sent 
in my dispatch of the 11th inst., was deli 
vered early in the morning of the 12th, as 
you will see from the ‘inclosed receipt 
(marked A.)—No answer having been re- 
ceived, it was thought proper on the 14th 
to send to his excellency the minister for 
foreign affairs, a letter, of which a copy is 
also inclosed (marked B.)—No answer t6 
the official note transmitted to the pleni- 
potentiaries of the French government on 
the morning of the 12th, has yet been 
given; and gen. Clarke, upon whom lord 
Yarmouth and I waited this morning merely 
for the purpose of sbewing him a mark of 
attentiou, informed us, that it was in, the 
possession of the emperor, who bad not as 
yet signified his pleasure on the subject.— 
At one o’clock we received a note from 
M. Talleyrand (marked C.), and, nearly at 
the same time another (marked D.), from 
gen. Clarke.—Copies of both of these are 
herewith transmitted.—I think it. evident 
from what gen. Clarke says, that no;come 
munication will be made for two days. 
There is perbaps nothing sufficiently im- 
portant, to authorize my sending a courier. 
Indeed my principal motive for doing so is 
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“to quiet the anxiety which you naturally 


feel from receiving no information for so 
many days, concerning the state of a 
transaction so important in its consequen- 
ces.—I have the honour to be, &c. Lavu- 
“DERDALE. 

First inclosure (A.)—Copy of a receipt, 


..dated Paris, Aug. 12, 1806, 


‘ I have received a sealed packet, address- 
ed to me, and to M.deChampagny minister 
of the interior, at half past seven, Aug. 12, 
1806. Crarke. 
Second inclosure (B,)—Copy of a note 

from the Earls of Lauderdale and Yar- 

_ mouth to M. ‘Talleyrand ; dated Paris, 

Aug. 14, 1806. 

Sir; We think it our duty to acquaint 
your excellency, that early in the morning 
of the 12th inst. we transmitted to their 
excellencies the French plenipotentiaries, 
a note in answer to that of their excellen- 
cies received onthe 11th inst. In this an- 
swer, we endeavoured again to set forth 
the points which appeared to us to require, 
in some form or other, a previous explana- 
tion, to autierize us, in conformity to our 
instructions, to pursue the present negocia- 
tion.—The silence of their excellencies the 
plenipotentiaries in this respect, gives us 
reason to presume that we must not, at the 
present moment, expect such an explana- 
tion on their part.—Impressed with this 


prevent the repétition of a demand, as 
painful for us to make, .as-it would be for 
your excellency to receive, in case the ne- 
gociations should not have a favourable is- 
sue, we request you to furnish us’ with the 
necessary passports for us and our suite, to 
be made use of according to circumstan- 
ces. We-have the honour, &c. ‘LAUDER- 
Third inclosure (G.)—Copy of a note from 
M. Talleyrand to the Earls of Lauder- 
dale and Yarmouth; dated Paris, Aug. 
16th, 1806. 
| The undersigned minister for’ foreign 
affairs, hastened to lay before his ma- 
jesty, the note which their excellencies 
‘the earls of Lauderdale and Yarmouth 
did him the honour to address to him on the 
14th instant, As soon ashe shall have 
received orders relative to the objects of 
this note, he will not fail to inform the ple- 
nipotentiaries- of his Britannic majesty. 
The undersigned requests, &c. (Signed) Cu. 
Mau. prince of Benevento. 
Fourth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note 
from. General Clarke. to the Earls of 
Lauderdale and Yarmouth; dated Pa- 
ris, August 16th, ‘1806. . 
On going to the prince of Benevento’s, 
I learnt that Basilico arrived yesterday at 
Boulogne. I lose no time in communica- 
ting this circumstance to lord Lauderdale. 


idea, we desire to put an end tothe general! I learnt also, that his majesty the empe- 
expectation of both nations, considering: ror is gone to hunt at Rambouillet, »where 


the slight appearance there is of seeing it 
tealized. We feel that the demand which 


we make, under such circumstances, of 


passports for our return, may be suscepti- 
ble of iuterpretations of a nature to retard 
the bappy moment when the views of the 
French government shall approach nearer to 
those which it had been supposed to enter- 
tain. It is in order to prevent the possibility 
of such a misinterpretation, that we think it 
incumbent on us to assure your excellency, 
that a step which would have the effect of 
causing any obstacle to the renewal of the 
‘negociation, would be very far from our 


’ jntention, though, from the reasons which 


awe have detailed, we find ourselves obliged 
to put an end to our mission.—It only re- 
mains for us to.assure your excellency, that 
if, fortunately for both nations, it should 
happen that we have been mistaken in the 
inference which we have drawn from the 
‘Silence of the French plenipotentiaries, we 
‘will wait during a reasonable time for the 
explanations which their excé}lencies have 
_to communicate to us, In order, however, to 


his majesty intends remaining to-morrow. 

——I request lord Lauderdale to inform lord 

Yarmouth of this, and to accept, &c. 

(Signed) 

No. 40.—Copy of a dispatch from the 
Earl of Lauderdale to. Mr. Secreta 
Fox ; dated Paris, August 17th, 1806. 
—Received August! 22d. 
Sir; I take the opportunity of lord Yar- 

mouth’s return to England, to inform you 

that in consequence of his majesty’s plea- 
sure signified in your dispatch of the 14th 
instant, I this morning wrote to his excel- 
lency the minister for foreign affairs, sta- 
ting-to bim, that lord. Yarmouth ‘had his 
majesty’s permission to return to England ; 
and that his majesty had been graciously 
pleased, in the event ofthe negociation 
proceeding, to confine the future manage- 
ment of it solely to me. About 11 o’clock, 

M. de Champagay and gen. Clarke paid 

me a visit of ceremony; lord Yarmouth 

happened to be with me at the time; and 
we mentioned to them the:change that had 


ie place, and shewed them the note 
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which I was just about to dispatch, and a 
copy of which is inclosed. The object of 
the visit was merely to ask the plenipoten- 
tiaries, and the gentlemen attached to the 
mission, to dine with M.'de Champagny to- 
morrow.- Nothing whatever was said that 
related to the negociation, and I believe 
no answer will bé given either to the note 
of the 11th, or to the note sent to the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs on the 14th, till 
the emperor’s return from Rambouillet, 
which, they informed me to-day, was un- 
certain. The mode in which I have meu- 
tioned to the minister for foreign affairs 
his majesty’s permission to lord Yarmouth 
to return to England, seemed to me calcu- 

Jated to afford as little opportunity as pos- 
sible to the French government to cavil 
about a change of form in the mission.— 
I think it proper to add, that in doing this; 
every facility was afforded by lord Yar- 
mouth, who in the handsomest manner de- 
sired me on this, as‘on other occasions, to 
consider only what I thought most advan- 
tageous for the public service. I have the 
honour to be, &c. LaupEerDaLe. 

- Inclosure in No. 40.—-Copy of a note 
from the Earl of Randeedele to M, Tal- 

- leyrand; dated Paris, 17th August, 1800. 

The undersigned has the honour to in- 
form his excellency the minister for foreign 
affairs, that his Britannic majesty bas been 
pleased to grant the request of the eurl of 

Yarmouth, and to allow him to return to 
England. According to the tenour of his 

full powers, which have been already com- 
municated to their excellencies the French 
plenipotentiaries, the undersigned is au- 
thorized to treat jointly or separately 
with the French government; and he has 
just received from his court precise instruc- 
ions to that effect, in case the answer to 

the note of the 11th instant should be of a 

Pature to permit the undersigned to pursue 
the negociation. The undersigned has the 
honour; &c. LaupERDALE. 
No.41,—Extract froma dispatch from Mr, 
Secretary ‘Fox to the Earl of Lauder- 

dated Downing-street, Aug. 
é 

My lord; Theicontents of your last dis- 
patehes-do not appear to require any-par- 
ticular answer, and ‘this messenger is sent 
back only that you maybe enabled to keep 
‘us regularly informed ‘(so long as 
shall still continue at Paris) of the state of 
‘the negociation there. If, on the arrival 


‘via: not ite ‘ratify »without the consent ‘of 
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increase their offers in order to separate 
his majesty from the emperor of Russia, 
your lordship is on all such occasions to 
observe, that it is M. d’Oubril’s treaty 
alone that has released his majesty from 
the obligation not to separate in substance 
his treaty from that of Russia; an obliga- 
tion to which his majesty had determined 
scrupulously to adhere, and from which, 
even in point of form, he had departed no 
farther than he had learnt to be. the wish 
of Russia herself. Should, therefore, M, 
d’Oubril’s treaty not be ratified, the two 
courts would revert to their former situa. 


which would result from the mutual proofs 

they would thus have afforded to each 

other of their resolution to adhere invaria- 
bly to the spirit and principles of their al- 
liance, 

No. 42.—Copy of a dispatch from Lord 
Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary Fox ; dated 
Paris, August the 25th, 1800.—Received 
September the 3d. 

Sir ; In my dispatch of the 16th inst, I had 


of a letter sent by lord Yarmouth and mye 
self, on the 14th inst. to the minister of 
foreign affairs. I have now to inform you 


the utmost degree of forbearance that ap- 
peared to me,consistent with the character 
with which his maj. has been pleased to 
invest me, induced me patiently to suffer 
the silence of the French government, 
without remark, from the 14th till the 22d, 
when I transmitted to the minister for fo- 
reign affairs a note, of which I bave the ho- 
nour to inclose you a copy, marked (A.)}— 
No notice having been taken of this note 
by his excellency, I have this morning sent 
a second note, of which I have also the ho- 
nour to inclose acopy, marked (B.)—I have 
the honour to be, &c. LaupERDALE. 
First Inclosure (A.)—Copy of a note from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talleyrand; 
dated Puris, Aug. 22, 1806. 
Sir; The undersigned, minister plenip. 
of his Britannic maj. finds himself under 
the necessity of recalling to the attention 
of his excellency the minister for foreign 


12th inst. a note, ‘signed by the under- 


you | signed and'the earl of Yarmouth, and dated 


the 11th, was transmitted to his excellency 
gen. Clarke, in‘which the undersigned ob- 


‘of any intelligence of the decision of a served, “ The British government, far from 


«pretending to'exact' from the French‘go~ 


this ‘court, the French government should 


tion, with the additional bond of union - 


the honour of transmitting to you a copy” 


that my desire to combine with firmness — 


affairs; 1st, That in the morning of the | 


« yerument every restitution which may 


-# pressed in the note of lord Lauderdule, 


Bis though, from the reasons which we have 


an end to our un- 
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“ suit their convenience, without being 
# pound to make any restitution to France, 
“ never expressed any other wish than 
that of treating with the French govern- 
“ ment on the basis which was proposed 
“ w her by France herself; as it is ex- 


“ viz, to treat generally upon the basis of 
uti possidetis, which wagto be scrupu- 
“ lously observed, except in the case of 
Hanover, which was proposed-to be ce- 
“ ded to his Britannic maj. with all its de- 
# pendencies. They must also observe, 
“ that if it were possible to mistake the 
“ result which would necessarily follow 
from this principle, the verbal discus- 
“ sions which took place on the 9th inst. 
* between the French plenipotentiaries 
“ and the undersigned, leave no room for 
* doubt, whether the proposition thus laid 
“ down was perfectly understood by those 
* plenipotentiaries. The undersigned have 
“ therefore only to repeat, that they can- 
* not, consistently with the instructions of 
“ their government, do otherwise than in- 
“ sist upon the previous recognition of this 
“ principle. It is on this condition alone 
“ that they are authorized to continue the 
“ negociation.” Qdly, that on the 14th 
inst. the undersigned, togetber with the earl 
of Yarmouth, had-again the honour to state 
in writing to his excellency the minister 
for foreign affairs: “ The silence of their 
* excellencies the plenipotentiaries in this 
respect, gives us reason to presume that 
we must not, at the present moment, 
expect such an explanation on their part. 
Impressed with this idea, we desire to 
put an end to the general expectation 
of both nations, considering the slight 
appearance there is of seeing it realized. 
We feel that the demand we make, under 
such circumstances, of passports for our 
return, may be susceptible of interpre- 
tations of a nature to retard the happy 
moment when the views of the French 
government shall approach nearer to 
those which it had been supposed to en- 
tertain. It is in order to prevent the 
possibility of such a misinterpretation, 
that we think it incumbent on us to as- 
sure your excellency, that a step which 

‘ would have the effect of causing any ob- 
stacle to the renewal of the negociation, 

“ would be v far from our intention, 


“ detailed, we’ find’ ourselves obliged to 


dersigned, on finding that no answer was 
meade to these communications, persuaded 
himself that this delay might proceed from 
dispositions favourable to the progress of 
the negociation, and that be should be at 
length rewarded by an answer conformable 
to this expectation; even when he found 
that no answer arrived, he still persevered 
ina conduct which must have incontes 
proved the sincerity of the desire he had 
evinced, to receive explanations which 
might enable him to follow up the objects 
of his mission. But if, so early as the 14th 
inst. the undersigned, together with the 
earl of Yarmouth, found himself obliged 
to observe to his excellency the minister 
for foreign affairs, that he feared (from the 
silence of their excellencies the French 
plenipotentiaries) that no answer would be 
given on the subject; and if, at that period, 
they thought it incumbent on them to de- 
clare the necessity they were under, in pur- 
suance of their sovereign’s orders, of dee 
manding passports for their departure, the 
undersigned has no occasion to remark to 
his excellency the minister for foreign af- 
fairs, how imperiously the fresh delays that 
have taken place since that date, prescribe 
to the undersigned the pressing renewal of 
this demand.—-The undersigned must at 
the same time add, that, not being able to 
persuade himself, that in case an unfavour- 
able answer bad been intended, his excele 
lency the minister for foreign affairs would 
have so long deferred the adoption of the 
only alternative, namely, the sending pass- 
ports, he does not even now give up the 
hope of a renewal of the proposal, such as 
the ministers of his Britannick maj. under- 
stood it to have been made on the part of 
the French government, since it is thus 
alone that the expectation of both nations 
can at last be realized. Even if. these 
hopes should not be well founded, the un- 
dersigned will never regret a delay which 
has aflorded him the opportunity of mani- 
festing in an unequivocal manner, the sins 
cere desire of a solid and honourable peace 
which his maj. has never ceased to enter. 
tain, and of which his maj. has given the 
most convincing proof, in authorizing the | 
undersigned to negociatée on the basis pro- 
posed in the first instance by France. 

is with this view that the undersigned hag 
borne so long a state of uncertainty, with- 
out making the least observation on the 
unaccountable delay.-The undersigned, 
in now requesting his excellency the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs to transmit to him 
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provisionally,-and ‘for the purpose of. being 
made: use of.in the. cases already pointed 
out, passports for himself and his suite, 
conceives that he has adopted. the only 
means for preventing the necessity he might 
otherwise. find himself under (if he. was 
forced to repeat this demand) of accom- 
panying it by representations, such as 
would be authorized by the law of nations, 
and by the dignity of his sovereign. (Signed) 
LauDERDALE. 
Second Inclosure(B.)—Copy of a note from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M.Talleyrand; 
. dated Paris, Aug. 25th, 1806. 

_ The silence still maintained by their ex- 
cellencies the French plenipotentiaries, as 
well as by his excellency the minister for 
foreign affairs, after the official note deli- 
vered by the undersigned and the earl of 
Yarmouth on the 11th inst. after the letter 
addressed to his excellency the minister 
for foreign affairs on the 14th inst.; and 
alter the official note of the undersigned 
dated the 22d inst., appears clearly to an- 
nounce, that the French government has 
abandoned every wish for peace, on the 
conditions which they themselves had in 
the first instance proposed, and which the 
‘wndersigned bas uniformly declared to be 
the sole basis en which he was authorized 
fo. negociate with that government.—In 
this state of affairs, the undersigned cannot 
flatter himself with the possibility of any 
advantage resulting from the prolongation 
of hisstay at Paris; he feels too that farther 
delay would necessarily give to both na- 
dions and to all Europe reason to believe, 
that, peace, the object of their desires, is 
pn the point of being concluded, at the 
‘very moment when all reasonable hope of 
attaining it appears to be completely at an 
end.--The undersigned, strongly impres- 
sed with this idea, finds himself obliged to 
terminate his mission, by making to his. 
excellency the minister for foreign atfairs 
the formal demaud of passports for his re- 
turn into the presence of his sovereign.x— 
At the same time, and in conformity with 
the spirit‘ of conciliation which has con- 
staptly characterized his whole conduct 
since his arrival at Paris, the undersigned, 
at the moment when he feels himself obli- 
ged by his instructions to demand his pass- 
ports, cannot resolve to prevent the possi- 
bility of a communication on the part of 


hopes of so favourable an. issue.—It-will 


not therefore be until the morning of Wed~ » 


nesday the 27th inst. that’ the undersigned 
will have the honour of calling on his ex- 
cellency the minister for foreign affairs, for 


the purpose of making a formal and defini. 


tive demand of the necessary passports for 
himself and suite. He has only to add, 
that the passports which he proposes to de- 
mand will be for his immediate return, and 
not to be made use of according to circum- 
stances, as he lately demanded them, 
LAUDERDALE, 
No. 43.—Copy ofa dispatch from the Karl 

of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary Fox; 

dated August 29th, 1806.—Received 

September 3d. ye 

Sir; In my last dispatch, dated August 
the 25th, I had the honour of stating to you 
the detail of the negociation till the afters 
noon of that day. At 11 o’clock at night, 
I received from the plenipotentiaries of 


France a note, intimating their desire of. 


having aconference on the subject ofthe 
note written by lord Yarmouth and myself, 
on the 11th of the month. Of this, ag 
well as. of the answer agreeing to the pro» 
posal, I have the honour to inclose copies 
(marked A, and B.)—On the 26th, at the 
hour appointed, I went to the office of the 
minister of the interior, where I found M, 
de Champagny and gen. Clarke, the two 


plenipotentiaries of the French govern, . 
ment. The general result of what passed, - 


impressed me with a conviction that the 
French plenipotentiaries no longer thought 
of making, peace, upom the grounds on 
which France was understood to desire it 
at the time of lord Yarmouth’s communicae 
tion; and I am confident. that the part I 
bore in the discussion thoroughly satisfied 
them, that I was resolved firmly to adhere 
to the ground which I had taken in the 
note of the 11th, on which I was invited to 
hear their remarks.—The hour of dinner 
terminated our conference, a renewal of 
which, on any day I should name, was after 
dinner anxiously solicited by M. de Cham- 
pagny. I objected to it, as apparently un- 
necessary, and only caleulated to protract 
my stay in this country to no purpose ; but 
before I left him, expressed my willingness 
to comply once more with the wisbes of 
the French plenipotentiaries, as a farther 
mark of my anxiety to do any thing which 
even they could think had a tendency to 
produce that peace, which his majesty was 
so anxiovs to accomplish on equitable 


terms ; and another meeting was fixed, to 
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Ps Abe. French government, of a uature to 
enable him to carry .on. the negociation, 
although, from the continued silence of 
4 Ahat government, he can scarcely, retair 


‘Lam convinced you will have the same im- 


-vering ta the plenipotentiaries of France, 


take place on Friday the 29th, at 3 o’clock. 
Late on the-evening of the 26th, I waited 
onthe. minister for foreign affairs, for the 
purpose of informing bim, that, at the re- 


quest of the plenipotentiaries of France, I} 
had agreed to a renewal of the conference. | 
He had gone to. $t..Clond, and, as by the] 


minister’s absence, I had no opportunity of 
explaining my reasons for not waiting on 
him, for the purpose of asking passports as 
announced in my note of the 25th, I thought 
it right, early next morning, to send a 
letter, of which a copy is inclosed: (marked 
C.).—On the 27 th, after dinner, I had a very 
long conference with the minister for fo- 
reign affairs, the substance of which con- 
firmed mein. the opinion I had antece- 
dently formed, in consequence of what 
passed at. the meeting with the plenipoten- 
tiaries of France, that there is at present 
no. disposition to make peace on the terms 
tendered for his majesty’s acceptance; and 


pression, when] state to you that M. Tal- 


leyrand, in the course of our conversation, |’ 


repeatedly. made. use of the following 


marked expression: ‘‘ Jamais l’empereur ne} 


cedera.un grain de poussitre du territoire 
Frangois.”+-In the course. of this confe- 
tence, the minister frequently alluded to 
the situation of Hanover, and stated, that, 
within eight-and-forty hours, its fate must 
be determined for ever. He seemed much 
surprised that nothing appeared to make 
any impression. upon me, frequently re- 
peating, that, in getting the Cape, Malta, 
and his majesty’s Hanoverian dominions, | 
should make a glorious,peace ; and ‘assuring 
me, that if this opportunity should be lost, 
he did not foresee any means by which peace 
tould be ever attained, as the emperor was 
determined: to make war all his life, rather 
than yield any part of the territory of 
France, the integrity of which he had sworn 
to maintain.—Our conversation ended, by 
my assuring him, at the time I was about 
to.retire, that while these sentiments con- 
tinued to prevail in this country, it was im- 
possible peace should be made, and that 
with the knowledge, I now. possessed of the 
Opinions entertained by the French govern- 
ment, I could not acquit myself of trifling, 
if I should remain any longer to carry,on 
what fT must consider as a farce.—After.a 
full consideration of all that has taken 
place, I have, therefore, this morning, re- 
solved to bring things to.a point, by deli- 
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copy,(marked D.) Iam, &c. Laupgr- 


DALE. 

First inclosure (A.)—Copy of anote from 
Messrs. Champagny and Clarke to.the 
Earl of Lauderdale; dated Paris, August 
25th, 1806. 
The plenipotentiaries of his majesty. the 

emperor of the French, king, of Italy, 
wishing to confer with his excellency. the 
earl of Lauderdale, his Britannic majesty’s 
plenipotentiary, upon the subject of the 
‘last. note fof the 11th inst.] his excellency 
addressed to them, request his lordship 
will call at the office of the minister of the. 
interior to-morrow. about 3 o’clock in the 
‘afternoon, where they will meet, provided 
the hour is convenient to his excellency.— 
‘M, de Champagny has the honour of) in- 
viting the earl ot Lauderdale to dine with 
him: after the conference, and hopes that 
his excellency will bring:,with him -to 
dinner Messrs, Goddard, Stewart,and Mad- 
dison, (Signed) 

Second inclosure, (B.)—Copy of, a: note 

from the Earl of Lauderdale to, Messrs. 

Cbhampagny ‘and Clarke; dated: Paris, 

August 25th, 1806. , to har 

The earl of Lauderdale, plenipotentiary. 

‘from his Britannic majesty,.bhas ‘the honour 

to acknowledge’. the receipt, of the note 

which their excellencies the French, pleni- 
potentiaries have just transmitted: to. him, 

‘He will do, himself the honour of calling 

‘at the office. of. the .minister, of the in- 

‘terior, about 3 o'clock to-morrow, and. of 


‘dining afterwards rwith his. excellency-M. 


‘de Champegny. . Messrs. Goddard, Stew- 


Fart, and Maddison will also have the ho-- 


nour of dining with bis excellency. 
Third inclosure (C.)--Copy of a note from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M, Talley- 
rand ; dated Paris, August 27th. 
Sir ;,I called yesterday evening at your 
excellency’s house, that I. might have the 
honour,of seeing you, and of informing you 
that, in. consequence of the request which 
was yesterday made to me by their excel 
lencies the French plenipotentiaries, of 
another . conference on Friday next, the 
29th instant, I have postponed my demand 
for passports, which I intended to’ make 
this day to your excellency.. Their.excel. 
lencies the French plenipotentiaries “ap- 
peared to attach so much importance to 
my consenting to another interview, ‘that 
I gave with pleasure this new pledge of the 
pacific and conciliatory spirit by which I 
have ever been guided; and if I cannpt 


the detailed, note of which I inclose a’ 


flatter myself that there will result from 
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which I shall never cease, under any cir- 


am, &c. 


_ Britannic majesty, being on the point of 


should afford him fresh motives to justify 


_ “ nience, without being bound to make 
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this demand the prospect of a happy issue 
to the neyociation, I shall at least have the 
satisfaction of having again manifested in 
the most unequivocal manner, how much 
my personal sentiments agree in this re- 
spect with those of my government, and with 
what eagerness I avail myself of every op- 
portunity of giving to the persons, with 
whom this negociation has procured mé 
the advantage of being acquainted, fresh 
matks of the distinguished sentiments 


cumstances, to entertain towards them. I 


Fourth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note 
from the Earl of Lauderdale to Messrs. 
Champagny and Clarke; dated Paris, 
29th August, 1806. 

The undersigned plenipotentiary of his 


renewing with their excellencies the French 

lenipotentiaries the conference of the 26th 
instant, thinks himself obliged to lay be- 
fore their excellencies the state of the ne- 
gociation, such as it stood after the note 
transmitted on the part of the undersigned 
and of the earl of Yarmouth on the 12th 
instant. Their excellencies the French 
plenipotentiaries will perceive from this 
statement, that the discussion is come to a 
point which will no longer scp the un- 
dersigned to continue it, unless, by the ad- 
mission of the only basis on which he is 
authorised to negociate, their excellencies 


such a determination.—In the official note 
transmitted to their excellencies the French 
plenipotentiaries on the 12th of August, 
it was observed to them, “ ‘That the British 
“ government, far from pretending to ‘ ex- 
“ act from the French government every 
“ restitution which may suit their conve- 


** any restitation to France,’ never expres- 
“ sed any other wish than that of treating 
“* with the French government on the ba- 
* sis which was proposed to her by France 
« herself; as it is expressed in the note of 
“ Jord Lauderdale, viz.‘ to treat gene- 
és rally upon the basis of uti possidetis, 
“ which was to be scrupulously observed, 
“ except in the case of Hanover, which 
** was proposed to be ceded to his Britan- 
* nic majesty, with all its dependencies.’ 
“ That even if it were possible to mistake 
** the result which would necessarily fol- 
* Jow from this principle, the verbal dis- 
“ cussions which took place on the 9th in- 


“ tiaries and the undersigned, leave no 
** room for doubt, whether the proposition 
‘* thus laid down was perfectly understood 
“ by those plenipotentiaries. The under. 
“ signed have therefore only to repeat, 


i that they cannot, consistently with the 


“ instructions of their government, do 
“* otherwise than insist upon tie previous 
“ recognition of this principle. 4t is on 


'* this condition alone that they are autho- 


rized to continue the negociation.”— 
This note remained without answer till the 
25th of that month, when their excellen- 
cies the French plenipotentiaries informed 
the undersigned by a letter, that, “the 
‘¢ plenipotentiaries of his majesty the em- 
“ peror of the French, king of Italy, wish- 
“‘ ing to confer with his excellency the 
* earl of Lauderdale, his Britannic me - 
“* jesty’s plenipotentiary, upon the subject 
“* of the last note his excellency addressed 
“ to them, request his lordship will call at 
“ the office of the minister of the interior 
“ to-morrow about 3 o'clock in the after« 
“ noon, where they will meet, provided 
“ the hour is convenient to his excellen- 
“ cy.”——The undersigned forbears making 
any observations on the length of the in- 
terval which elapsed between the sending 
the note of the 11th and the period when 
it was answered; as well as on the manner 
in which their excellencies avoided enter. 
ing into discussion in writing on the con« 
tents of that note, according to the usage 
of all times, and of all countries, whenever 
affairs of such importance are in question. 
He confines himself to remark that, when, 
after so long a delay, and the undersigned 
accepted an invitation from their excellen-. 
cies to tenew the discussions, in the hope 
of receiving at length the decision of the 
French government on the contents of the 
official note of the 11th, the conference ap-— 
peared to tend, on the part of their excellen- 
cies the French plenipotentiaries solely to 
engage the undersigned to present the detail- 
ed project ofa treaty.—The undersigned, 
jointly with the earl of Yarmouth, had al- 
ready, in the note of the 11th inst., formally 
declared, that, until France had adopted the 
basis, such as the British government under- 
stood it tohave been originally proposed by 
her, he could not enter into a detailed nego» 
ciation. If indeed the undersigned could have 
‘forgot himself so far as to accede to the pro<, 
position made at the last conference by 
their excellencies the French plenipoten- 
tiaries, it would not only have been neces- 


* stant, between the French tiled 


sary for that purpose, that he should have 
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‘abandoned the only conditions whieh: his 
instractions authorized hint to admit, as 
the basis, of the negociation, but moreover 
that he should ‘expose himself toa mani- 
fest’ contradiction, in presenting at fitst’ ar 
entire project of a treaty, the details of 


-whielr were to result from the negotiation: 


itself ; a negociation which the undersigned 
had declared that he could not enter upon 
till after a previous acknowledgement of the 
basis in question.— Ih this state of things, 
the undersigtied, ufter having attended, 
conformably to the desire of their excel- 
lencies the French plenipotentiaries, at the 


. conferences which they proposed to him ; 


after having maturely refleeted'on all the 
communications: which hé’ had received 
their excellencies, and-thus fully con- 
vinéed hitnself, that the present views of the 
French government are far different’ from 
those which his Britannic niajesty had a fight 
toexpevt from them ;in a word, that the con~ 
tinuance’ of the present ‘negociation can 
henceforth have’ no’ other effect than ‘that 
of keeping up in both nations, ‘a ‘hope’ 
which cannot be realized, the undersigned 
thinks ‘it “his duty formally to declare to 
their excellencies the French plenipoten- 


tiaties, the resolution whieh he has taken, in’ 


conformity to the instructions of his sove- 
reign, to: put an end'to’his inission. The 
admission, in writing, of ‘the basis so often 
brought forward by the undersigned, can 
alone occasion a change in this determina- 

No. 44.—Extract from a dispateh from 


-» the Earl of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary 


Fox; dated Paris; August 30th, 1806— 

Sir; When F reflect: on the contents of 
the dispatch F had the honour of nraking 
up for you yesterday; I cannot help anti- 
¢ipating the surprise with which you must 
receive the mtelligence, that I am now un- 
der an engagement to renew the conference 
with’ the plenipotentiaries of France, on 


Tharsday the 4th of September. On go 


ing yesterday, at 3 o'clock, to tlie office 
of the minister of the interior, I confess I 
did not foresee the possibility of any thing 
occurring that prevent my executing 
the resolution f had formed, of demanding 
passports this: morning, and of returning 
immediately to England. F trust I need 
scarcely assure you, that I have as strong 
an impression as any man can have, of the 
bad consequences that may attend exhibit- 
ing any thing-whickleoks like versatility of 
Vou 


| Indies; tlie Dutch colonies, St. Lucie, atid 


conduct ; and yet, under thecircumstatices itt 
which f found myself placed, ant satisfied 
Thad ho clioice, and that could ‘not 
fase,’ with propriety; the ‘solit?fations 
the’ French plenipotentiaries ‘to renew the’ 
conference.—At the ‘coniméncement of 
our interview, perceived disposition to 
greater cordiality than f had hitherto ex~ 
perienced»’ ‘To M. de Champagny’s en= 
quiry, whether ‘they been fortunate’ 
enough; by what ‘they’ had said,to induce’ 
me to delivér the project of'a'ttedty,’F 
swered, by “récalling ‘to bis recolleetivn, 
the reasons’ had formerly stated for déchi+ 
ning such 4’ proceeding till the’ basis ‘that 
had originally beet proposed was ‘agait 
fornrally recognized ; and informed’ him, 
‘that, in order ‘to 'givé them ab’ acctrate 
view of my conception of the subject, T had 
prepared a note which I wished to’ submit 
‘to them, delivering to them the note; a. 
copy of which’ had the honour’ of inelow 
‘sing it? my dispatch of ‘August 29th 
ter réading this' note, and dbservitig in’ ge# 
neral’ that they did’ not know whether, if 
we should come ‘té a partituler explana- 
‘tion, we might not atrivé at a ‘conclusion 
coiticident int its effect? with’ the object'E 
had in view, wheh insisted On the gene’ 
principle, they” entéred into ‘a’ detail 
[with respect ‘to the necessity of some’ 
mediate: determination’ otr the subject of 
‘Hanover, and afterwards stated their ‘views! 
to the’ French possessions’ in the East 
‘Tobago’; of which, they talked in 
style so perfectly different from any thing 
Thad before heard, that F should not be 
more surprised if, at our next comference, 
‘they were to give them up; tlan I was at 
the change of tone manifested’ on this occa~ 
‘sion. great deal more’ passed in the 
way of general conversation ; all of which 
btended to shew me, that, although t 
twere. still at a wide distance from’ su 
terms as I could accede to, they had won- 
derfully relaxed ‘from the tone they had 
antecedently assumed.—-M. de Champagny 
them invited me fo day for resu- 
ming our conference. To this, F decidedly 
objected, admitting, at the same time, that 
they had made concessions in the course of 
our discussion; buty adding, that they 
were still so far from’ agreeing to admit 
what the English government uniformly 
conceived the original propositiom to have | 
conveyed, that I could not yet indulge m4 
hopes of gur coming to an agreement, a 
should therefore feel it necessary to termi< 
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nate my mission.——-M, de Champegny asked: 
me with, some warmth, whether, | wished: 
for,peace onthe terms which I myself 
stated ?,whether I thought myself autho~ 
rized, after the. concessions, they; -bad" just 
-made,..to refuse, them: time to. consider 
how much further they might,go?,and 
whether, I| might, not. reasonably. entertain. 
hopes that, with a little time, the differen- 
ces,which appeared: to separate us, 
might vanish ? On receiving sach a remon- 
strance, 1. thought, it impossible not, to 
agree to a_renewal.of the conference ;, and | 
2 after. some. conversation, “Thursday , was; 
fixed for. the:day of our meeting... 
No. 45.—-Extract. from. a dispatch from 
Earl Spencer tothe Earl of Lauderdale.;; 


5800. 


pleased to. approve entirely, the, conduct, 

you have held in the circumstances detailed 

in your-last dis jy aud to express his 
majesty’s satisfaction ‘in. the, good ; effect, 

which appears to have resulted from, it.— 
It.,is.proper,. however, to remark, that,as 
theFrench plenipotentiaries have not bound 
themselves as yet-by any written,note, nor 

have even in,conyersation agreed to replace. 

. the negociation on its true: basis; the pre- 
sent..appearances, of greater facility on 

their., part, may probably arise only from 
their desire of keeping your lordship at 
Paris till the answer from Petersburgh shall 
be received; an object which. your. lord- 
ship's last note had shewn them they could 
no longer accomplish without some depar- 
ture fromthe ground on which they have 
hitherto stood.—If the Russian treaty shall 
not be ratified, his majesty is then (as. I 
haye already. observed to. your lordship) 
placed, with respect to the emperor of 
Russia, ; in the same situation as before the 
signature of M. a’ Oubril’s treaty; but 
with . the additional tye, which e two, 
courts would, in. that.case feel from the 
fresh ‘proofs. each will have given to.the 
other of a steady adherence, to. the system 


of alliance: and. it will then be necessary 
that our peace shall be so far made depen- 
dent on that of Russia as is pointed out in 
the instructions originally given to, lord 
Yarmouth.—Since the above was written, 

we have received the important intelligence 
-. contained in the indorsed papers [intelli- 
ence of the refusal of the emperor of 
to ratify M. d’Oubril’s treaty] co- 
‘pies of which 1 it 
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+ My lord 5 Tam commanded, by: his. ma- 
jesty, to inform. your, lordship, ‘that he is} 
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to forward to you, without a moment's dew 
lay, for your information ; the case; is ale’ 
ready provided for in this dispatch, and in 
the.present state of our information on the: 
subject, | have nothing to add te what: is 
above stated, A few days will now probably, 
put us in possession of the further, views 
and, intentions of Russia, to which refe+ 
rence must of course be bad in-every sauce! 
ceeding stage of the negociation ; and asf) 
shall lose no time: in transmitting to your 
lordship such fresh instructions as these may. 
give rise to, s0,we shall be anxious to hear 
as soon as possible from you what effect 

‘this eventimay produce onthe 

of the, French government,.,. 

No. 46,—Extract from a ‘tis 
the Earl of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary 
Fox dated Paris, Sept. 4; 
ceived Sept. 7th... 
Sir ; In my, last dispatch 

‘that.in consegtience of the solicitations of: 

'the plenipotentiaries of France, urged in 

the manner there stated to you, I had 

‘consented to a renewal of the conference 

this day at,three o’clock.—About half past 

two I received from M. Tolleyrand a note, 
a.copy of which (marked A.), as well as 


of my answer (marked,B.), I now ‘inclose. 


—On ing to M.. Falleyrand’s. office, 
found him just returned from St. Clouds 
He began by informing me that till yester- 


day they had received vo certain informa- 


tion from Petersburgh; but that the cou- 
rier who arrived last night, had brought 


intelligence that the emperor had positively 


refused to ratify the treaty, He stated that 
he had the enaperor’s orders to say that this 
change of; circumstances, would certainly 
induce him to make peace with England 
en more favonrable terms than he would 
otherwise have at present consented to; and 
further to declare, that as he would find it 
necessary to give to his, plenipotentiaries 
new instructigns; $0. he thought it proper to 
communicate this, to me, that I might 
write.to my, court to. receive also such 
further instructions as they might think 
proper to give.—In answer to a question 
which I aia whether re. was ‘any 
reason to expect the arrival of any minister, 
to renew the negociation on the part of 
Russia, . he said that no information on that 
subject bad been received. On taking 
leave, [assured M, Tualleyrand that I should 
report to you the apparent openness with 
which the commynication had been made, 
and that I should dispatch a courier J 
evening with the 


| 


x, 


geign affairs at half past two. “He begs4 


the note dated the 4th Sept. by which his 


jnelosure (A.)—Copy of a note from: 
OM. Talleyrand to the Earl of Lauderdale; 
. dated Paris, Sept. 7, 1806. Os? 
\ The minister for foreign affairs has're+ 
ceived the orders of his majesty the em- 
peror and king, to hold a conference this 
day with ‘his excellency ‘lord Lauderdale, 
He has therefore the honour to propose to 
his excellency to call at the office for fo. 


him to accept the assurance of his high 

consideration. 

Second inclosure (B.)—Copy of a note 

- from the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Tal- 
leyrand; dated Paris, Sept. 4, 1806; 
half past two P. M. ; 


Lord Lauderdale has this instant received 


excellency the minister for foreign affairs 
proposes to lord Lauderdale a conference 
at his excellency’s office this day at balf 
t two o’clock.—This invitation was not 
delivered at lord Lauderdale’s hotel till 
half past two, the time specified for the 
conference: but lord Lauderdale will 
have great pleasure in waiting upon his 
excellency in’ a quarter of an hour at 
farthest. 
No. 47.—Extract froma dispatch from the 
»’Earl of Lauderdale to Mr. Secretary 
- Fox; dated Paris, Sept. 7, 1806.—Re- 
ceived Sept. 11th. 
' Sir; I received last night, by the courier 
Parsons, the dispatch dated the 4th Sept. 
signed by the earl Spencer.—Though the 
latter part of it is written in the know- 
ledge that the emperor of Russia has re- 
fused to ratify the treaty made by M. 
d’Oubril, and refers to the instructions an- 
tecedently given me, on the supposition 
that this event should take place, I shall 
delay pressing for any renewal of the con- 
ferences, till I shall receive further advice 
from England.—1! am led to this resolution, 
because I wish to hear from you after you 
have received my dispatch of Sept. 4th, 
and, because I further think that it would 
be highly advantageous previously to be 
informed concerning the nature of the 
communication, which the court of Peters- 
burgh intends to make to the French 
government, with respect to the basis 
on which his imperial majesty will re. 
new the negociation, And it appears to 
me from the note, a copy of which you 
transmitted to me, that a communication 
of this sort may be daily expected, 
No, 48.—-Extract from adispatch from Mr, 


* Secretary Windham to the Earl of Lau- 


é the uti. possidetis for the two powers 
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pee dated Downing.-street, Sept. 
“My lord; Your ‘lordsbip’s dispatch of — 
Sept. 4, has not failed to engage his ma-’ 
jesty’s most ‘serious attention, The lan- 
guage held by M. Talleyrand appears di-' 
rected to the’ object of engaging his ma- 
jesty in a separate negociation, to the ex-" 
clusion of Russia; but! the interests both’ 
of this country and of Etrope have al-: 
ways been cousidered here’ as essentially 
connected with the maintenance of the 
strictest union of councils and measures 
between his majesty and the emperor of 
Russia. It was with deep regret that his 
majesty saw the apparent violation of this 
principle in the separate treaty signed by’ 
M. d’Oubril; and he cannot but consider. 
the steady and upright conduct of the em- 
peror of Russia on that trying occasion, as’ 
imposing on his majesty a fresh obligation 
not to separate his interests from those of 
so honourable and faithful an ally.—Your’ 
lordship must therefore in the first place 
represent to the French government, that’ 
the refusal to ratify M..d’Oabril’s treaty, 
has replaced the two courts in their former 
state of close and intimate alliance ; and 
that any attempt on the part of France to’ 
separate them, must henceforth be con-’ 
sidered as hopeless. She can now form no 
expectation that she can conclude peace 
with either of them, until the negociation 
with the other shall be brought to the same 
conclusion.—In reverting to this resolu= 
tion, his maj. does: not however desire to’ 
carry the operation of this principle at all 
farther than before. He has no objection’ 
to its being understood as was expressed to. 
lord Yarmouth in Mr. Fox’s letter of the 
26th of June, that the two courts shall 
treat separately in form, but in substance: 
in concert with each other. In this mode 
of treating, the separate interests of Great’ 
Britain and France may as before be sepa-’ 
rately discussed between them. But -his’ 
majesty is determined, as is expressed ‘in. 
the same dispatch, that he will not come to 
any final agreement without the consent of’ 
Russia ; and that any arrangement of the 
points depending between him and France, 
is to be considered as provisional, ahd 
subject to the case of a like arrangement 
to be made by his ally.—With respect to 
the separate interests of ‘Great Britain, his: 
majesty adheres to the basis originally pro-’ 
posed to him by France, and on which your’ _ 
Idp. has so often had oceasion to insist, er 


the single exception of the restitution ; of 
Hanover, as having been originally attacked 
on grounds which cannot.be defended,— 
This is the offer of France as originally 
made to his majesty; it is the demand on| 
which his majesty still thought fit to insist, 
when apparently abandoned by Russia; 
and his majesty has no desire of increasing 
it; under circumstances, which, according 
to the avowal of France herself, entitle his 
majesty to expect more favourable condi- 
tions than France has lately been inclined 
to accede to, The uti possidetis thus de- 
scribed, must however now of necessity 


include the kingdom of Sicily.-Every ene 


deavour was made, in the outset of the ne- 
gociation to obtain the restitution uf Naples 
to his Sicilian majesty ; and the grounds on 
which it was thought fit finally to desist 
from that claim on the part of bis majesty 


- are detailed in the correspondence of this 


office with Jord Yarmouth and your lord- 
ship..-But the case of Sicily was always 
deemed to be widely different from that of 
Naples. Our actual occupation of that 
island brings it fully within the benefit of 
the uti possidetis, And recent events have 
shewn how very distant are the hopes of 
conquest in that quarter, which were so 
rauch relied upon jn one of the notes pre- 
sented to your lordship by the French ple- 
nipotentiaries.—Lord Yarmouth had been 
uniformly instructed to insist on this de- 
mand as a sine qud non condition of all 
arrangements for peace, Qn the refusal of 
France to accede to this claim, his lordship 
had actually, in pursuance of those in- 
structions, demanded his passports, and it 
was uot in the smallest degree departed 
from or relexed until a desire was. ex- 
pressed to him by M. d’Qubril, that this 
government would listen to proposals for 
an equivalent to be given for Sicily, In 
compliance with the supposed wishes of. his 
ally, and on that ground alone, his ma- 
jesty, consented to entertain the considera- 


. tion of such an equivalent, but none has 


ever been suggested that appeared at all 
likely to. meet the just expectations which 


his Sicilian majesty would have been en- 
- titled to form on that head, And his maj. 


is. now the satjsfaction of learning, that 
the sentiments of bis ally have jn fact never 
been different from his own on this point; 


_ and that the pregeryation of Sicily is con- 


sidered in Russia, is well as in England, 
condition of any peace with France. 


both gronnds, therelore, .posh.on 


|the principle 
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their allies in all parts. of ;the :world, ,with 


for /his.own negocias 
‘tion, and.on the ground of his determina, 


'tion not to separate himself from Russja, 


his. majesty thinks itabsolutely necessary to 
maintain this point with the same firmness 
which he had originally manifested respect. 
ing ity-This includes all that.is necessary 
to say Om any point respecting the imme» 
diate interests of this country, or of any 
possession hitherto kuown to be occupied 
by hismajesty’sarms. 
No, 49.-» Copy of a dispatch from the 
Earl of Lauderdale to Earl Spencer; 
dated Paris, Sept, 18, 1806.—Received 
Sept, | Jab. 

My lord; J had the honour of receiving 
the dispatch, signed by Mr. ‘Sveretary - 
Windham, dated Sept. 10, late.in the evens 
ing of Friday last Unfortunately I had 
a slight degree of fever for four days pres 
céding, and I never was more vuniit than 
on Saturday morning to attend to business 
of such 4 magnitude.—On considering the 
instructions contained in the dispatch with 
all the attention I could, they appeared. to 
me to relate to two distinct subjects ; first, 
to the form and manner in which his mae 
jesty thonght proper that I should conduct 
‘the negociation: secondly, to the terms 
which, under the present circumstances of 
the two countries, it is proper o ask.—To 
this distinction] conceived itto Le themore 
necessary for me to attend, because I 
‘thought it regular and proper to address 
what I had to say on the first, point to the 
minister of foreign affairs, whereas the 
plenipotentiaries of France, should the 
government authorize them to proceed, 
seemed the proper channel of ‘communica- 
tion on the second.—In pursuance of this 
idea, | immediately wrote a note, a copy 
of which (marked A.) I inclose, addyessed 
to M, Talleyyand, which I sent by Mr, God- 
dard jin the evening, as I was myself cone 
fined to my bed.—Ov Monday, about five 
o’clock, M.Talleyrand called, and though 
I was very ill at the time, I resolved to 
admit him. He sat upwards of half an 
hour. The. outline of his. conversation 
consisted in his expressing a desire to have 
a full communication with me, in his 
assuring me, that if the difficulties, in 
respect of form, could be got over, he did 
not think the objections to the terms would 
be material,.and that, where peace was 
seriously in yiew, as it. was with them, it 
figured as an object of such importance as 
to give a disposition to accommodate about 
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doubt that he and would arrange the 
was afraid she “proceeded on the supposi- 


should be with respect to any point more 
- it right to introduce the subject of my 


gularity in this mode of proceeding, yet 


‘I could be allowed to state the objects 


any wanting powers from: Russia, but on 


fail to create a belief, that he intended to 


ther 1 could appoint a meeting in the 
_aimiserably bad night, and: finding myself 
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business.--Qa my part, I stated, that I 


p that I might. give way in some of the 
points in question, which I thought it fair 
to assure him at once was impossible. - I 
stated to him generally the demands | was 
to make on the part of England, which 
would no way vary from the terms we had 
originally wndersteod to have been propo- 
sed; and that he must expect I would be 
as. positive in relation to the conditions for 
Russia, with which he was acquginted, as I 


uliarly of British interest. 1 then thought 


having no powers from Russia, observing 
that, although there might be some irre- 


that, under all the circumstances of the 
present case, it seemed unavoidable, be- 
cause tbe principle and feelings of his 
majesty would never permit him to think 
of treating, but in such a manner as 
might insure to the court of Petersburgh 
an honourable peace, at the moment 
that peace should be concluded between 
Englaud and France; and that unless 


of Russia, this could be hardly effect- 
ed.—He assured me that they would 
wave all objections with regard to form, 
and that they would be perlectly ready to 
hear me on the subject of a treaty of peace 
with Russia; his objection to my proposal 
being founded, not.on the circumstance of 


the very unusual proposal of concluding a 
treaty, which, when signed, was only to 
take place inacertain event. I mentioned 
to him that the same thing had. been done 
in Paris. in 1782, when Mr. Oswald cone 
cluded a treaty of peace with Dr. Franklin 
and Mr.,Adam.-—Dyring the whole of this 
conversation, | had gone even oyt of my 
way to repeat to him the necessity of his 
laying his account with my adhering rigidly 
to the terms I had detailed; and yet he 
left me with. such expressions as could not 


accede to my propositions,.-At the mo- 
ment he quitted me I was much better than 
Ihad been for some days, and was in 
such hopes that I was about to get well, 
that [| undertook to write to him next 
morning, Tuesday the 16th, to say whe- 


course of that-day. . Unfortunately I had 


in the morving totally disqualified for ex. 
ertion, 1 wrote to him @ note of which [ 
now inclose a cepy (marked b,)—Your 
lordship will, perceive, that in this note I 
for an answer in writing, ina man- 
ner as strong and as inoffensive as I could 
devise.—On the morning of the 17th, I 
wrote to M. Talleyrand a short note 
(marked C.) expressing my desire that he 
would come to me any time after three 
o'clock, which was -hardly dispatched be» 
fore I received a letter from his excellency, 
announcing the arrival of a courier at 
Boulogne, and the meljancholy account. of 
Mr. Fox’s death, A copy of this, to» 
gether with my answer, a copy of which 
(marked D. and E,) I have the honour of 
inclosing.—In the evening I received the 
inclosure (marked F.) from which. your 
lordship will perceive that I shall at last 
have a meeting with M. Talleyrand toe 
morrow at one o’clock.—I have the honour 
tobe, &c. Lauperpa.r.. 

First inclosure (A.)--Copy of a note-from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talley- 
rand; dated Paris,.Sept. 13, 1806. 

The undersigned, plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic majesty, lost. no time in trans- 
mitting to his court the communication 
which his excellency the minister for fo- 
reign aflairs made to him on Thursday the 
4th inst.; and he now hastens to reply to 
that communication, by informing his ex- 
cellency of the line of conduct his majesty 
has thought proper to direct him to pursue 
under the present circumstances.—His Bri- 
tannic majesty, ever anxious to maintain 
the intimate connection and alliance which 
subsist between his majesty and the empe- 
ror of all the Russias, naturally finds in the 
recent conduct of his illustrious ally, and 
in the proofs which he has lately afforded of 
the interest which he takes inthe welfare 
of Great Britain and in the general happi- 
ness of Europe, additional motives not to 
separate, in any case, his interests from 
those of the court of St, Petersburgh.—It 
is not, however, the intention of his ma- 
jesty to carry this principle farther than the 
earl of Yarmouth was instructed to carry 
it by Mr. Fox, in his lordship’s communi- 
cations with the French government. There 
is nothing to prevent the interests of Great — 
Britain and of France from being treated 
separately: only his majesty does not au. 
thorize the undersigned to sign any treaty 
except ‘provisionally; such treaty not to 
have its full effect until peace shall have 
been concluded between that faithful ally 
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of Great Britain and France. ' It is upon 
these conditions alone that the undersigned 
is at present ‘authorized to negociate.—The 
undersigned ‘has orders to add, that his 
Britannie majesty, fully acquainted with 
the’ desire entertained by the court of St. 
Petersburgh for peace upon conditions re- 
ciptocally honourable and advantageous, 
and at the same time compatible with the 
interests of Europe, has authorized him 
to impart to the French plenipotentiaries 
the conditions upon which Russia (accord- 
ing’ to the full and perfect knowledge his 
Britannic majesty has of the intentions of 
that court) would be willing to negociate 
with the French government; to reduce 
them into the form of a treaty in the event 


of their being agreed to on both sides ; and}: 


to insert an ‘article in the provisional 


treaty between Britain and France, by 


which his Britannic majesty should engage 
to employ his mediation, for the purpose 
of obtaining the accession of his majesty 
the’emperor of all the Russias to the said 
treaty;——Fbhe undersigned is aware that he 
ought to make the official communication 
of the conditions to the French plenipo- 


‘ tentiaries: in'the mean time, and for the 


satisfaction of his excellency the minister 
for foreign affairs, he has no difficulty in 
telling him that they will be in’ substance 


the same as those which have already been 


communicated to his excellency by his ex- 
cellency baron de Budherg—The under- 
signed expects with great impatience the 


answer to. this communication, which his] 


excellency the minister for foreign affairs 
will have the goodness to send in writing. 
It is the more necessary for him to receive 
it in that form, as his court has remarked 
that the communications the undersigned 
has already made, have frequently’ re- 
mained without a’ written answer.—The 
undersigned has the honour, &c. Lav- 
DERDALE. 
Second inclosure (B.)-——Copy of a note 
. from the Earl of Lauderdale to M. ‘lal- 
- leyrand; dated Paris, Sept. 16, 1806. 

© Lord Lauderdale has the honour of in- 
forniing' his excellency M. Talleyrand, that 
he has passed a very bad night, and finds 
himself utterly incapable of entering upon 
busitiess to-day.—Lord Lauderdale will 
have the honour of writirig to his excel- 
lency to-morrow morning, when he hopes 
the ‘indisposition: under which he ‘now 
Jabours, will have taken such a turn as 
may: énable him to’ hold the conversation 
withibié excellency, which he so much de- 


sires.—Lord Laudérdale ‘hopes, neverthes 
less, that his excellency will be pleased,‘at — 
this interview, to put’ into bis ‘hands 4 
written answer to his last note.—He en- 
treats his excellency to believe, that itis 
by no means from a desire of ‘insisting 
upon a démand merely because it has been 
once’made, that he now renews it, but the 
orders of his court are positive in this 


‘respect, and lord Lauderdale feels it the 


more indispensable for him to remind his— 
excellency of this circumstance at ‘the pres 
sent moment, since he finds himself called 
upon to treat for a court from which he has 
received no direct powers.—Lord Lauder+ 
dale has the honour, &c. LAUDERDALE. 
Third inelosure (C.)}—Copy of ‘a note from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talley- 
rand ; dated Paris, Sept. 17, 1806. 
Lord Lauderdale, although still too un. 
well to leave the house, thinks himselfable 
to hold a conference with his excellency 
M. Talleyrand to-day, if his excellency 
will do him the honour of coming to the 
hotel de l’Empire, any time after three 
o'clock that may best suit his excellency.— 
Should this proposal interfere with his exe 
cellency’s engagements, or be in any other 
respect inconvenient to him, lord Lauder- 
dale hopes to be able to go out to-morrow, 
and will wait upon his‘excellency M. 
leyrand at whatever hour may best suit 
him.—He has the honour, &c. LavpEr- 
DALE. 
Fourth inclosure (D.)}—Copy ofa note from 
M. Talleyrand tothe Earl of Lauderdale ; 
dated Paris, Sept. 17, 1806. 
The ‘prince of Benevento has this mo- 
ment learnt that the messenger, Jobn- 
son, is arrived, and will be in Paris to-day. 
It'is with sincere regret that the prince of 
Benevento, at the same time, heard of the 
death of Mr. Fox, of which event, he has 
the honour of informing his excelleney lord 
Lauderdale. Mr. Spencer succeeds Mr. 
Fox’ provisionally. —The prince of Bene- 
vento hopes that lord Lauderdale finds 
himeelf better to-day.. He has the honour 
&c. Cn. Mav. prince of 
Fifth inclosure (E.)—Copy of a note from 
the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talley; 
rand ; dated Paris,Sept. 17, 1806, °°‘ 
Lord Lauderdale received ‘the note ‘that 
his excellency the prince of Benevento 
sent him this morning, at the moment when 
he had just dispatched the note in which 
he proposed to hold a -conférence with his 
excellency. this day. Lord’ Lauderdale 
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resumes that, considering the state of his 
eth, and the approaching arrival of the 
messenger, his excellency will ,agree with 
him in opinion, that the conference may be 
postponed till to-morrow.—Lord Lauder- 
dale thanks his excellency the prince of 
Benevento for his attention in, acquainting 
him.with the arrival of the courier. The 
death of Fox occasioned, no sur- 
prise,; and. it appears from what hisexcel- 
lency mentions in his note, that the seals 
oti the foreign department (as, is usually 
the case) have been provisionally eatrusted 
to,lord Spencer, secretary of state for the 
home department, until a successor is ap- 
pointed.--Lord Lauderdale has the ho- 
nour, LAUDERDALE... 
Sixth inclosure (F.)-—-Copy of a note from. 
_M, Talleyrand to,the Earl of Lauderdale; 
dated Sept. W, 1806. to 
The. minister, for foreign affairs, on his 
return from St...Cloud, ;.found,the note 
which his excellency lord Lauderdale, had 
dene him the honour, of, writing to. hims. 
Je regrets extremely the continued,,indis- 
position. of his ,excelleney. 
the day. of his official attendance, at 
Cloud, he cannot have,the., bonour ‘of 
seeing his excelleney,. but he will not fail to 
wait upon him,the next lay aboot 1 o’¢lock,. 
—Hehas the honour, &c..Cu. Mau. Tai 
LEYRAND, prince of Benevento. oie 
No... 50.-,Copy” of dispatch. from, 
‘Earl of, Lauderdale. to, Earl, Spaneer ; 
dated Paris, Septy 19, 1806.—Recei- 
My. lord; At oneo'clock this. day, M. 
Talleyrand called upon according to 
the appointment which:] announced to your 


lordship in my. last dispatch. 1 immediately 


perceived, that bis plan was. to, exhibit ex- 
treme civility, which no one knows better. 
how to execute. After some time spent in 
compliments, and in condolence on the 
great. loss. the world. had sustained, he told 
me, that as I insisted on an answer in 
writing, one was prepared, which contained. 
a declaration consonant te what he suppo- 
sed me to wish on the two most material 
points, 1st, That the emperor was willing 
to,admit of an article being introduced to 
answer the objects. 1 had:in view in relation 
to Russia, and to instruct. his plenipoten- 
tiaries to hear me with respect to the inte- 
tests of that power. 2dly, That France 
would be ready to make great concessions 
for the purpose of obtaining peace,—Alter 
some conversation, all tending to impress 


object, and that they were even. ready to 
make any sacrifice to seeure it; he produ- 
ced the paper, to which he had. alluded 
(marked A.); and which 1 had at first un-— 
derstood he meant to transmit. to me when 
he should go home.—Before lie opened: it, 
he looked at me, and.said,. that there was 
a mixture in it of what.perhaps-I should 
net like, but that I must take the evil with 
the good. He begged that I would allow 
bim to.read it through without interrupting 
him, When he had finished, I said that I. 
should of course send such an answer as I 
thought becoming and, proper. _ Ltold him, 
and, | trust, with perfect temper and. seem- 
ing indifference, that the, most important 
thing for, me to know was, whether these. 
concessions would be, to the extent of al- 
lowing us to retain what they had original-. 
ly proposed? He, answered, that the 
peror .would leave every thing open to the’ 
plenipotentiaries.—On, bis. going. 
felt myself so extremely fatigued, in conse- 
quence of the weak state in which my late 
illness: has, left me, that, 1 was obliged, to lie. 
down and reeruit my strength before J could 
turn-my mind te the formation of what I. 
conceived to be. proper answer to (his, 
note. [trust your lordship will approve. 
of the answer. L have. sent, copy of which. 
l_have the honour of inclesing, (marked B.). 
My object in. framing, it, was to facilitate as 
much as; possible the immediate progress 
of the. megogiation, and, at the same time, 
to let the, government of France feel that I 
was alive to what,, in, point of dignity, be». 
longed to. the plenipotentiary of bis; Britan- 
nick majesty. have, &c. 
First inclosure (A.)—-Copy of a note deli-e 
vered by M. Talleyrand to the Earl of 
Lauderdale; dated Sept. 18th, 1806. 
The undersigned, the minister, for foreign 
affairs, has Jaid before his majesty the em- 
peror, king of Italy, the note. which his ex- 
cellency the earl,of Lauderdale, minister 
plenipotentiary from his Britannick majesty, 
did him the honour to. address to him.on 
the 13th of this month.—His majesty the. 
emperor and king sees with regret that the 
negociation seems to. take every, day,.a re-. 
trograde course, and he is at a loss to dis- 
cover what point the English ,goverament.. 
wish to attain.—In the first, instance, obso- 
lete forms were brought forward and urged 
for our acceptance, the. text.and the sub- 
stance of which had never been admitted, 
nor even discussed, by the. French govern- 
ment, and. when this difficulty. appeared to 
be remoyed, and the French plenipoten- 


the with the idea that peace was their main 
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first conference of the respective negocia- 
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tiaries “held out a prospect of sacrifices’ 
which proved more and more the desire of 
their government for peace, points antece- 
dent to: the negociation’ wefe recurred: to; 
and a’ question was ‘started again which had 
been three times decided; Ist, by the 
powers given to.M.d’Oubril, with which 
his Britanvick’ majesty’s. plenipotentiaries 
were ‘acquainted, afterwards by the powers 
given'to.the earl of Yarmuuth, and lastly, 
for the third’ times by those of the earl of 
Lauderdale. One might have supposed 
that a ‘discussion, terminated before the 


tors, ‘and décided even. by: the very fact of 
their ‘negociation, would not again be 
brought forward.—-His majesty the emperor 
wishing however to give a fresh proof of his 
uniform desire for the re-establishment: of 
peace, adheres to the following ptopesal ; 
‘Phat the negociations between France and 
England shall continue; that the minister 
plenipotentiary of his majesty the king of 
G. Britain shall be at lberty to introduce 
into the treaty, eitheras a public or'a secret 
article, or in any other form which would an- 
swerthe same end,whatever he may conceive 
would tend to reconcile the existing diffe- 
rericés' between France and Rrussia, and 
would procure for the latter a participation 
in the benefits of peace, it being well un- 
derstood, that no proposals shall be admit+ 
ted except such as are respectively honour- 
able, and are not imjurious to the ‘real 
power and the dignity of the two empires ; 
and that we shall not see again brought 
forward the extraordinary proposals which 
M., de’ Novosiltzoff was charged to make 
on the ‘part of Russia; and which having 
marked the origin of a coalition conquered 
and destroyed in its birth, ought equally to 
be forgotten with the coalition itself. ‘Fhere 
are proposals which, being only the result 
of blind eonfiderice, and: of a species of in- 
fatuation, and, being founded neither on 
the real foree of’ the parties, nor on their 
geographical situation, are deprived of a pa- 
cifie character, and eatry with them their 
own condemnation.—France ough tneither 
to abandon the interests of the Ottoman 
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his Britannick majesty, peace is still wished! . 
for in. England, peace may be made, and 
that without delay. The emperor will not 
hesitate 'to-make sothe sacrifices in order to 
accelerate it; andto render it durable} but 
if the dispositions for pea¢e should have 
changed in London, if the wise and liberal’ 
views manifested in the ‘first communita- 
tions which took place with the illustrious’: 
minister, whom both nations lament, should! 
no longer prevail, a vague discussion, ‘it. 
moderate pretensions, ard ambiguous pro-’ 
posals, wide of that tone of frankness and 
dignity necessary to conduce to a real res’. 
conciliation, would only have the effect of 
producing more irritation, and would be uns 
worthy of both nations. ‘ France does not! 
pretend fo dictate either to Russia or to 
England, but she will be dictated to by 
neither of these powers: et the condi- 
tions be equal, just, and moderate, and the 
peace is concluded ; but ifan imperious and’ 
exaggerating disposition is evinced, if pre~ 
eminence is affected, if,-m a word, itis 
meant'to dictate peace, the emperor aiid the: 
Frenelr people will not even noticé these: . 
proposals. Confiding in themselves, the 
will say as a nation of antiquity answered . 
its enemies, * you demand our arms, come 
and take’ them.”—The ersi 
Cr. Maw, prince of Benes 
Second ‘Inclosure: (B:)—Copy of a note 
from Lord Lauderdale to M, Talleyrand ; 


dated Sept. 19th, 1806. 

The undersigned plenipotentiary of his: 
majesty the king of G. Britain, in answering, 
the official note of his excelency' the mi- 
nister for “foreign affuirs, deted the #Sth 
inst., which has been received to-day, | 
begins by remarking, that he purposely ab« 
stainsas much as possible from all obser- 
vation upon those points contained in it, 
which are’ ee to the immediate object 
in question: By this means, he will avoid: 
discussions ofa nature’to lead him to forget’ 
that tone of moderation whieh itis his duty 
to observe in the whole course of his mis- 
sion. He will thus maintain the line of 
conduct whieh is conformable to that love 


empire, nor @ position whieh enables her to of peace, which characterizes all the procee~ 


sustain that empire against the ressions| 


with which she is openly menaced by Rus- 
sia; but as all the objeets destined to enter 
into the arrangemenrits ‘of the treaty, must 
be reserved for discussion, the undersigned 
will not seek to anticipate the result which: 
it may produce.—TIf, after the changes 
whic b have taken place inthe cabinet of 


dings of the king -his master.—When the © 
undersigned reflects, that he came to Parisy 

‘authorized to conclude peace upon terms» 
understood to have -been proposed by © 
France; that ‘notwithstanding the refusat 
of his imperial majesty of all the Russias to 
ratify the treaty signed: by M. d’Oubril, 
and the splendid successes obtained by his 
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ferences with their excellencies the French 


conference with M. Talleyrand, which I 


was about to undertake immediately, M. 
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majesty’s arms in Spanish America, he was 
authorized to give assurances (as he had the 
honour of doing to his excellency the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs) that the demands 
Of his coutt, inits own favour, would not! 
is consequence of these successes be mate- 
riaily increased ; the undersigned had 
teason to be surprized at finding his go- 
vernment chatged with manifesting an 
“ imperious and exaggerating disposition.” 
He is not less astonished, that his excellen- 
rE in ie Obs to a note in which lord Lau- 

erdale had the honour of explaining dis- 
tinctly to him, that the conditions pointed 
‘out by his excellency baron de Budberg, 
were in substance what would be insisted 
upon by G. Britam in favour of Russia, 
should bave thought it necessary to repro- 
bate so strongly conditions proposed by M. 
de Novosiltzoff under totally different cir- 
cumstances, and of the nature of which, the 
undersigned is entirely ignorant.—Never- 
theless, after. the explanations given by the 
undersigned’ to tits excellericy the minister 
for foreign affairs, and the declaration made 
by him to his excellency, that the under-. 
signed is not authorized to negociate other- 
wisé than so as to ensure the conclusion of 
peace with G. Britain and with Russia at; 
the same‘moment ; and, after having recei- 
ved, in the official riote of yesterday’s date, 
assurances that the French government 
does not refuse the admission of an article, | 
the design of which shall be to provide for. 
this indispensable object, the undersigned 
will make nodifficulty in resuming the con- 


lenipotentiaries, as soon as their excel- 
encies shall be duly authorized for this 
purpose.—The undersigned, Lauper- 
DALE. 
No. 51.—Extract fron» a dispatch from 

the Earl of Lauderdale to Earl Spencer ;: 

dated Paris, Sept. 26, 1806.—Received 

Sept. 28th. 

Nothing’ material happened after the 


detailed it my dispatth of the 19th inst. 
till the 22d, whew I received from him a 
communication, informing me that the em- 
peror having thought gen. Clarke’s services 
near his person’ necessary in a journey he 


de Champagny would be instructed to con- 
duct singly on the part of France the bu- 
siness of the niegociation’ in future.—This 
comminication was made in a letter which 
T enclose (marked A.) together with a 


23d, being anxious that the negociation 
should proceed as soon as possible, I took 
the opportunity of M. de Champagny’s 
sending to enquire after my health, to urge 
him, in writing, to renew the conferences 
without farther loss of time. Your lord- 
ship will find a copy of my letter (marked 
C.), together with his answer (marked D.) 
enclosed. —QOn the 24th I received from 

Talleyrand an answer to the demand I had 

made for an explanationon the subject of 
passports, in my letter of the 22d. This 

communication (marked E.) I think it pro- 

per also to transmit to your lordship-—On 

the 25th at 1 o’clock, M. de Champagny 

called on me, as had been previously agreed, 
for the purpose of renewing the conferences, 
—After the usual interchange of civilities, 

he proceeded to say, that, to secure peace, 
the emperor had determimed.to make grea¢ 
sacrifices.—1st, That Hanover with its de- 
pendencies should be restored to his maj. 
—2d, That the possession cf Malta should 
be confirmed te Great Britain.—3d, That 
France would interfere with. Holland to 
confirm to his majesty the absolute posses- 
sion of the Cape.—4th, That the emperor 
would confirm to his majesty the possession 
of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Mahee, 
and the other dependent comptoirs.—5th, 
That as Tobago was originally settled by 
the English, it was meant also to give that 
island to the crown of Great Britain.—Fo 
all this he added, that what he had now 
said, proceeded on the supposition, that Si- 
cily was to be ceded, and that the French 
government proposed that his Sicilian ma-~ 
jesty should have as indempity, not only 
the Balearic islands, but should also receive 
an annuity from the court of Spain to ena- 
ble him to support his dignity.—I here in- 
terrupted him, expressing my surprise after 
the full explanation I had with M. Talley- 
rand on that very point, that the possi- 
bility of our giving up Sicily should be 
mentioned again,; that the guarantee of it 
to the king of the two Sicilies was as much 
an object with England as M, Talleyrand 
knew it to be with Russia; and that I wag 
happy to take that opportunity of stating 
to him fairly, that I feit myself bound to 
consider the obtaining for Russia. the ar 
rangement which she desired, as an object 
more interesting if possible to England, 
than those points which might be consi< 
dered as peculiarly connected with herowy | 
interests. —He informed me, that there 

was no clause in his instructions empowering 


copy’ of my answer (marked B.)—On the 
Vou. VII. 


him to hear me on the part of Russia; but __ 
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that he had even seen M. Talleyrand’s 
note to me, and, being satisfied that this 
Was an accidental omission, which would 
be forthwith remedied, he had no objection 
to proceed as if such a clause had been in- 
serted.—It was agreed that I should go to 
_ him to day at 2 o’clock to renew the con- 
ference, 
First inclosure (A.)—Copy of a note from 


’ M, Talleyrand to the Earl of Lauder-: 


. dale; dated Sept. 22, 1806. 

_ My lord; I have the honour to inform 
' you, that his majesty having thought it for 
_ the good of his service to retain gen. Clarke 
near his person, during the course of a 
journey he is about to undertake; M. de 
Champagny will henceforth be charged 
, with conducting singly the negociation en- 
tered into with your excellency.—I have 
communicated his majesty’s intentions to 
that minister, who has received orders to 
concert with you such measures as may 
prevent any interruption to the continu- 
ance of the conferences, and of the corre- 
spondence between the two missions. | 
should at the same time acquaint you, 
that being myself directed to follow his 
majesty, 1 shali nethertheless continue to 
correspond with your excellency as before ; 
the general order of the service being such, 
as to secure the daily and regular delivery 
ef all dispatches addressed to me on the 
affairs of my department. I beg, &c. Cu, 
Mav. TaLLeyranp, prince of Benevento. 
Second inclosure (B.)Copy of a note from 
~ the Earl of Lauderdale to M, Talleyrand; 
' dated Paris, Sept. 22, 1806. 

Sir; Ihave the’honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your excellency’s letter of 
this date, in which you inform me. that M. 
de Champagny will in future be directed 
to carry on singly the negociation with ine, 
and that this minister has received orders 
to make such arrangements with me as may 
prevent any interruption to the continu- 
ance of the conferences and of the corre- 
spondence,—In returning my thanks to your 
excellency for this communication, I have 
the honour to remark to you, that it is no 
less essential to take measures, as your 
excellency will doubtless do before your 
departure, for ensuring a communication 
by messengefs with my government during 
your absence, without any delay or ob- 
stacle whatever, in the same manner as 
has been practised since my arrival here. 
_ It cannot escape your excellency’s obser- 
vation how impossible it would be for me 
te transmit to you in sufficient time the 
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demands which. I may be obliged to make 
on this subject, as occasion may require; 
and I have in consequence to request you 
would have .the goodness to inform me to 
what person I am to address myself for 
this purpose during your absence. I ree - 
quest, &c. LAUDERDALE. 
Third inclosure (C.)—Copy of a note from 

the Earl of Lauderdale to M. de Cham- 

paguy; dated Paris, Sept, 23, 1806. 

Sir; [t is impossible to be more sensible 
than Iam of the interest which your ex- 
cellency takes in the state of my health, 
For some days past I have been much bet- 
ter, and I now consider myself quite or 
nearly well. His excellency the minister 
for foreign affairs has informed me, ina 
note of yesterday’s date, that your excel. 
lency is henceforward to carry on, singly, 
the negociation with me. ‘The state of 
my health being no longer an obstacle, [ 
request your excellency will be pleased to 
consider me at your disposal, either to re- | 
ceive you here, or to eall upon you, as it 
may be most convenient, in order to re- 
sume the conferences, which, from various 
circumstances, have been so long inter 
rupted. I request, &c, LAUDERDALE. 
Fourth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note from 

M. de Champagny to the Earl of Lau- 

derdale ; dated Sept. 23, 1806. 

M. de Champagny has learnt, with the 
utmost satisfaction, the re-establishment 
of the health of his excellency the earl of 
Lauderdale, and he congratulates himself 
on the prospect of continuing with his ex- 
cellency the relations on which he sets the 
highest value. He is extremely anxious 
to renew tae conferences which had been 
interrupted; but the extraordinary busi- 
ness occasioned by the approaching de- 
parture of the emperor, does not allow 
him to do so, either to-day or to-morrow; 
as he could have wished. , He has, there. 
fore, the honour to propose to his lordship 
Thursday next, being the first day in which 
he shall havea moment’s leisure. The con- 
ference shall be held at whatever place and 


‘hour bis lordship may name; and M. de 


Champagny requests him in making this 
appointment only to consult the state of his 
health. He requests, &c. CHAMPAGNY. | 
Fifth inclosure (E.)—Copy of a note from 

M. Talleyrand to the Earl of Lauder- 

dale; dated Paris, Sept. 24, 1806. 

My lord; I have the honour to inform 
you, that I have taken his majesty’s plea- 
sure on the subject of the letter which your 


excellency did me the honour to write to 


| 
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_me on the 22d Sept. and that his majesty 


_ immediately authorized M. de Champagny, 


his minister plenipotentiary, to deliver to 
you all the passports which may be neces- 
sary to insure the regularity and expedi- 
tion of your excellency’s communications 
with the ministers of his Britannick majesty. 
[have the honour, &c.Cu. Mav. 
RAND, prince of Benevento. 
No. 52.—Copy of a dispatch from the 
Earl of Lauderdale to Earl Spencer; 
dated Paris, Sept. 26, 1806.—Received 

Sept. 28th. 

My lord; In conformity with my en- 
gagement made yesterday, which I had 
the honour of mentioning to your lordship 
in my former dispatch of this date, IT waited 
on M. Champagny this afternoon at 2 
o'clock. He informed me, that the acci- 
dental omission in his instructions bad 
been remedied, and that be had now pow- 
ers to talk with me on the interests of 
Russia, with a view to arrange ‘the condi- 
tions on which France would make peace 
with that country: but he, at the same 
time, proposed, that we should, in the first 
instance, talk over the terms of peace be- 
tween France and England. | observed, that 
as the greatest ‘difficulties in our last con- 
ference seemed to arise from the condi- 
tions that I had proposed as necessary to 
be granted to Russia; and, as England was 
resolved not to make peace without obtain- 
ing for Russia all the objects on which shie 
insisted, 1 thought the more natural order 
would be, to resume our conversation on 
these last topics—A long discussion ac- 
cordingly ensued, which ended in his in- 
forming me that, on the subject of conces- 
sion to Russia, he was authorized to com- 
municate to me, that the government of 
France was willing, in addition to the treaty 
made‘ by M.d’Oubril, to cede to that power 
the full sovereignty of the island of Corfu ; 
but that he had no authority to go any 
farther.—I then informed him, that I was 
sorry to learn that the negociation was at 
an end, for that my instructions were pre- 
cise, and that I should feel it my duty, the 
moment [ left him, to state to M. Talley- 
rand, that all hopes having vanished~ of 
bringing the negociation to a favourable 
issue, 1 had only now to request passports 
for my return to strong 
expressions of mutual regard, he attended 
me to the outer room, where he again pro- 
posed a renewal of our conferences, in case 
his government should give him new in- 


Structions.—My ‘answer was, that I 
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no choice in immediately applying for 
passports; but that, as long as I remain 

in this country, I never would refuse to see 
him ; and that if, before my departure, he 
should come with powers to grant all the 
objects on which I had explained myself, I 
should feel the greatest satisfaction, though 
at that moment, I thought any appointment 
perfectly unnecessary.—On my return home 
I sent to M. Talleyrand a letter demanding 
my passports, acopy of which, (marked A.) 
I inclosé; and, I understand from the 
courier Basilico, that he received it ten, 
minutes before he got into his carriage to 
go to Mentz.—About 6 o’clock, I received 
from M. de Champagny a note, of which, 
as well as of my answer, | inclose copies to. 


your Jordship, (marked B. and C.)—Whilst 


I am writing, I have received the note, 
which I inclose, (marked D.)—I have, &c. 
LAUDERDALE. 

1 open this dispatch to inclose a note 
(marked E.) I have this moment received. 
from M. de Champagny. . 
First inclosure (A.)—Copy of a note from 

the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Talley- 

rand; dated Paris, Sept. 26, 1806. 

Sir; I lose nota moment in acquainting’ 
your excellency that the result of the con- 
ference which I have had to-day with his 
excellency M. de Champagny, unfortunate- 
ly leaves me‘no hope of being able to bring 
the negociations, on the part of G. Britain 
and of Russia, to a favourable issue. In 
this state of things, and according to my 
instructions, no part remains for me to 
take but to address myself to your excel- 
lency for passports, for my return into the 
presence of my sovereign. In thus making 
this demand to your excellency, I cannot 
deny myself the pleasure which I feel in 
expressing my thanks for all the personal 
attentions which your excellency has shewn 
to me during my residence at Paris ; and 
in assuring your excellency at the same 
time, of the sentiments of esteem which f 
have always felt, and which f shall ever - 
feel, for your excelleacy, I request, &c, 
LAUDERDALE. 
Second inclosure (B.)--Copy of note 

from M. de Champagny to the Earl of 

Lauderdale ; dated Sept. 26, 1806. 

M. de Champagny has made a, report to 
his government, of the conference which he 
this day held with lord Lauderdale ; ‘as se. 
veral days must necessary elapse before he 
can receive fresh Orders from his govern- 
ment, he thinks it may ténd to advance - 


that very desirable object, peace, to con- 
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verse again on the subject with his excel- 
ncy; and he has the honour to propose 
to his excellency to receive him at his 
house on Monday nest, at the hour which 
may best suit his health, M. de Cham- 
pagny requests his excellency the earl of 
Lauderdale to accept the assurances of his 
high consideration. 
Third inclsoure (C.)—Copy of a note from 
. the Earl of Lauderdale to M. de Cham- 
_ pagny; dated Paris, Sept. 26, 1806. 
_ Lord Lauderdale has this instant recei- 
ved the note of his excellency M. de Cham- 
agny, in which, afver informing him of his 
aving made a report to his government of 
this day’s conference, he expresses a desire 
ain to converse with lord Lauderdale. Al- 
though the result of the conference which 
Jord Lauderdale has this day had with hisex- 
cellency (atthe conclusion of which his lord- 
ship thought it his duty to ask for passports, 
for which he has justmade application to his 
excellency the minister for foreign affairs) 
leaves no hope of bringing the negociation to 
a favourable issue, the wish expressed by his 


~ excellency M, de Champagny to have ano- 
__ ther conversation with lord Lauderdale is 
decisive; and lord Lauderdale hastens to 


reply to we invitation, by informing his ex- 
cellency that he will either meet him at his 
Office, or will have the honour of receiving 


him at home, on Monday next, at whatever} 


hour may best suit his excellency. Lord 
Lauderdale has the honour to repeat to his 
excellency M. de Champagny the assurance 

of his high consideration, 

Fourth inc) sure——D.)—Copy of a note 
from M, d’Hauterive to. the Karl of Lau- 
“ derdale ; dated Paris, Sept. 26, 1800. 
My lord; I baye this moment received a 

letter from you for the prince of Benevento. 

eis this instant set out, and I embrace 
ye opportunity offered by the departure of 


_ one of his suite, whose carriage will follow 


him. immediately, to forward it to the 
rince of Benevento ; it will probably reach 
Bim on the road, but.at all events on his ar- 
rival at Mentz. I &c. HAuTeRIvE. 
Fifth inclosure (E.) Copy of a note from 
..M. de Champegny to the Earl of Lau- 
derdale; Pacis, Sept. 26, 1806. 
M. de. Champagny will have the honour 
of calling upon lord Lauderdaleon Monday 
ext, at 2 o’clock, which he supposes will 


the most fonvenient time.—He sends 
~ the passports lord Lauderdale desired for 


the messenger Busilico. He requests his 


rap en to accept the assurances of his 


gh consideration, 
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No. 53,—Extract: from a dispatch from 
Viscount Howick to the Earl of Laudere | 
dale ; dated Downing-street,Oct. 1,1806, 
My lord; your dispatches of the 26th 

ult. brought by. the messenger Johnson, 
have been laid before the king.—His ma. 
jesty has seen with great regret that, after 
more than 6 months spent in negociation; 
the French government still hesitates upon 
the admission of points constantly urged by 
his majesty as the only grounds on which 
he could consent to peace, and that in so 
unsatisfactory a state of things, the chief of 
that government, together with his princi~ 
pal; minister, has suddenly left Paris*, 
creating thereby new obstacles to the pros 
gress of the negociation. Whatever views 
the French government may have in keeping 
up this state of suspence and uncertainty, 
his majesty feels that it is equally prejudi> 
cial to the interests of bis subjects and to 
those of Europe. If the professions of France : 
are sincere, there.can be no reason why she 
should not give a plain and decisive answer 
to demands which have been sa. long under 
consideration; and the time is now come 
when such an answer must be required ag 
indispensable to your. continuance at Paris, 
No, 54.—Extract from a dispatch from, the 
Earl of Lauderdale to Viscount Howick ; 
+} dated Paris, Oct. 4th, 1806.—Received 
Oct. 6th. 
My lord; Yesterday at 4 o'clock, M, 
de Champagny sent me a note to an 
nounce the arrival of acourier at Boulogne, 
who reached Paris thismoruing at 3 o’clock, 
—On reading your lordship’s dispatch, 
dated Oct. Ist, it appeared to me, that his 
majesty had beey pleased to approve 
of the demand of passports which I had 
made.— Your lordship. may depend on 
my pressing for them with the utmost 
possible earnestness and assiduity; but 
how soon I may be able to succeed, it is 
impossible for me, under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case, to prophesy. 

No. 55.—Copy of a dispatch from the 
Earl of Lauderdale to Viscount. Howick; 
dated Paris, Oct. 6, 1806,--Received 
Oct. 8, uy 

My lord; Late last night, M. de Cham- 
pagny’s principal secretary called upon me 
with a letter from him, inclosing a letter 
from M. Talleyrand ; both of which I have 
the honour of transmitting to your lordship 

(marked A. and B.).—From these your 
* The chief of the French t left Paris 


on the night of September the 27th, and was fol- 
lowed by M, Talleyrand on the 96th. 
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. Jordship will perceive, that the negociation 


jsnow atan end, andthat M. de Champagny 
has been authorized to give me the pass- 
ports required. I have this day accor- 
dingly renewed my demand to him in a 
letter, a copy of which I inclose (marked C.) 
--On considering M. Talleyrand’s note, it 


_ geemed to me necessary, that I should not 
y e the step of asking my passports from 


. de Champagny, without accompanying 
my demand with a reply to some of the ob- 
servations made by the minister for foreign 
affairs. Your lordship will accordingly find 
inclosed, a copy (marked D.) of an official 


‘note addressed by me to that minister. 1 


have seut the courier, Lyell, for the pur 


pose of conveying this information, and J 


have given him a letter to admiral Hollo- 
way, desiring him instantly to announce by 
the telegraph, that I shall leave Paris on 
Thursday morniog.—I have taken this step 
because it occurred to me that government 
being thus in possession of the intelligence, 
that the negociation is at an end, ten bours 
before it can reach London, they may have 
it in their power to take the most prudent 
means to make the fact public. I have, 
&c. LAUDERDALE. 
First inclosure (A.)—Copy of a note from 
__ M. de Champagny to the Earl. of Lau- 
-. derdale ; dated Paris, Oct. 5, 1806.. 
_ M. de Champagny has the bonour to 
transmit to his excellency the earl of Lau- 
derdale the accompanying dispatch, addres- 
sed to his excellency the minister for fo- 
reign affairs. He is also charged to inform 
him, that he is now authorized to deliver to 
him the passports which he has demanded. 
This, of all the duties which he has had to 
discharge towards his excelleney, is the 
ouly one which will have appeared painful 
to him; and it will be greatly so. He 
waits to be informed of the further disposi- 
tions of hisexcellency. M.de Champa- 
guy begs, &c. CuamPaGnry. 
Second inclosure (B.)—Copy of a note 
from M. Talleyrand to the Karl of Lau- 
_ derdale ; dated Mentz, Oct. 1, 1806. 
_ The undersigned, minister for foreign 
affairs, has laid before his majesty the em- 
peror, king of Italy, the note which his ex- 
cellency the earl of Lauderdale, minister 
plenipotentiary from his Britannic majesty, 
did him the honour to address to him on 
the 26th of this month, His majesty, after 
having, from a desire of peace, listened to 
every proposition which could have render- 
ed it durable and of reciprocal advantage 


' to the two contracting powers, and to their 


allies, will see with pain the rupture of'a ne- 
gociation, to which his own disposition had 
led him to hope a more favourable conclu- 
sion. If the English cabinet is resolved to 
forego the prospect of a peace, and, if his 
Britannic majesty’s minister plenipoten. 
tiary must depart from France, his majesty - 
still flatters himself that the English cab 
net and lord Lauderdale will, when they 
shall measure the extent of the sacrifices 
which he was disposed to make, in order to 
facilitate the return of a sincere reconcilia+ 
tion, be convinced, that his majesty, in 
order to promote the happiness of the 
world, would not hesitate between any ad- 
vantages in comparison with those to be 
expected from peace, and that the desire. to 
insure its benefits to his people, could 
alone have determined his paternal heart 
to make sacrifices not only of selflove but 
of power, more considerable than even the 
opinion of the English nation could have 
pointed out in the nnidst of a war, in which 
he had obtained constant advantages with= 
out any mixture of reverse. If, however; 
it is the destiny of the emperor and of the 
French nation still to live’ im the midst of 
the wars and tumults, which the policy 
and influence of England have raised, his 
majesty having done every thing to puta 
stop to the calamities of war, finding him- 
self deceived in his dearest hopes, relies on 
the justice of his: cause, on the courage, the 
affection, and the power of bis people. At 
the same time calling to mind the disposi- 
tions which he has ever expressed through- 
out the negociation, his majesty cannot see 
but with regret, that England, who might 
have strengthened and confirmed ber vast 
power by. the blessings of peace, the want 
of which is felt by the present generation, 
and by the English people as well as all 
others, willingly suffers the most favourable 
opportunity of concluding it, to pass by: 
the event will disclose whether a new coa- 
lition will be more disadvantageous to 
France than those which have preceded it. 
The event will also disclose, whether those 
who conrplain of the grandeor aud ambi- 
tion of France, should not impute to their 
own hatred and injustice this very grandeur 
and ambition of which they accuse her. 
The power of France has only been increa- 
sed by the reiterated efforts to oppress her, — 
Nevertheless whatever inferences for the 
future may be drawn from the examples of 
the past, his majesty will be ready, should 
the negociations with England be broken 
off, to renew them in the midst of any 
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events. He will be ready to replace them 
en the basis laid in concert with the illus- 
trious minister whom England has lost, 
who, having nothing to add to his glory ex- 
cept the reconciliation of the two nations, 
had conceivedthe hope of accomplishingit, 
but was snatched from the world in the 
midst of his work. The undersigned has 
the honour to inform his excellency the 
earl of Lauderdale, that M. de Champagny 
has been’ authorized to deliver to him the 
passports which he has demanded. ‘Cu. 
au. TALLEYRAND, prince of Benevento. 
Third inclosure (C.)—Copy note from 
_ the Earl of Lauderdale to M. de Cham- 

pagny; dated Paris, Oct. 6, 1806. 
Lord Lauderdale has the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the note of his 
excellency M. de Champagny, ‘dated the 
Sth of this month, and of the dispatch 
which accompanied it, from his excellency 
the minister for foreign affairs. Lord Lau- 
derdale, learning that his excellency M. 
de Champagny is authorized to deliver to 
him the passports which he has-demanded, 
requests his excellency to have the good- 
ness to forward them to him, as well for 
himself-as for his suite, and at the same 
time a separate passport for the messenger 
Scott, who, perhaps, may not accompany 

him. (Signed) LauperpaLt.. 
Fourth inclosure (D.)—Copy of a note 
from the Earl of Lauderdale to M. Tal- 

_ Jeyrand; dated Paris, Oct. 6, 1806. 
undersigned minister plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britaunick’ majesty, received 
late last night the note which his excellency 
the minister for foreign affairs did him the 
honour to address to him on the Ist of 
this month. The undersigned, learning 
that his excellency M. de Champagny is 
authorized to grant him the passports 
which he has demanded, and which he is 
on the point of receiving, cannot refrain 
from observing to his excellency the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs, in answer to his 
note, that he has some difficulty in imagi- 
ning from what circumstances his excel- 
lency has been able to infer, “ that: the 
British government have resolved to forego 
the prospect of -peace.” The undersigned 
was sent to France to negociate a peace, at 
a time when the illastrious minister, to 
whom his excellency has paid so just a 
tribute of praise, presided over the depart- 
ment for foreign affairs. ‘This great man 
then acted under the full conviction, that 
he had received from France an offer of 
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}sole exception of Hanover and of its de- 
pendencies in favour of his Britanuick maj, 
And, notwithstanding the success of the 
arms of his Britannick majesty, as well in 
Italy as on the continent of South America; 
and the refusal of bis maj. the emperor of 
all the Russias to ratify that treaty, whiclr 
in the eyes of the French government wag 
equivalent to the most splendid victory; 
not one new proposition has been advan 

on the part of his majesty, incompatible 
with the principle which was at first pro= 
posed by the French government, through’ 
the channel of the earl of Yarmouth, as: 
the basis of the negociation. It is not surely — 
from such conduct that the inference can: 
be drawn, * that the British government 
have ‘resolved to forego the prospect of a 
peace.” Are the conditions which the 
undersigned was ordered to propose as the’ 
basis of a peace between his majesty the 
emperor of all the Russias and the Frenew 
government, more of a nature to have given: 
rise to this suspicion? Quite the reverse. 
If a solid and durable peace was the object 
of the two powers, these were such condi 
tions as justice and expediency demanded. — 
Justice ; because certainly nothing could- be 
more equitable than to grant to his Sicilian 
majesty and to the king of Sardinia a com. 
pensation for their immense losses on the 


‘Continent. Expediency ; because, in order 


to ensure the duration of peace, such an 
arrangement of boundaries as may prevent 
disputes, must always be preferable to that 
which furnishes to one of the parties the 
means and the advantages of attack. It 
was on this principle that the proposed 
evacuation of Dalinada and Albania by the 
French troops naturally suggested itself.— 
If, therefore, the undersigned has received — 
orders to demand his passports, and to de- 
part from France, it is certainly not because 
his sovereign .wishes to renounce peace, 
but because his maj. ‘finds himself obliged 
to do so; the French government not 
having consented to all the conditions 
which were comprised in the proposals ori- 
ginally made by them to’his Britannick 
majesty, and having moreover rejected as 
the basis for the treaty with Russia thé 
just and reasonable conditions which the 
undersigned was authorized to propose. 
The undersigned has received with real sa- 
tisfaction the general assurances of the diss 
position of the French government to renew 
the negociation at a future period, as ex¢ 
pressed in the official note of his exeelleney — 


peace on the basis of uti possidetis, with the 


the minister for foreign affairs. He has — 


- geen with.no less pleasure, that the tone 
and the moderation observed in this com- 
munication correspond with the sentiments | _ 


which accompany them. On this subject 


his excellency may rest assured, that the 


Freucb government could not in any way 
express a stronger desire to see anend put 
to the calamities of war, than that which 
his Britannick majesty will invariably feel, 
whenever peace can be concluded on con- 
¢itions compatible with the honour of his 
grown and the interests of his subjects.— 
The undersigned ought here to conclude 


- the official answer which he has thought 


necessary to make to the note of his ex- 
cellency the minister for foreign affairs. 
But he cannot pass over in silence one part 
of this note, where his excellency wishes 
to convey the idea, that the British govern- 
ment seems no longer disposed to. act on 
the same principles which directed the con- 
duct of the great man whom England has 
lately lost. The undersigned, without be- 
ing authorized to mention this subject, nor 
even to introduce it in an official paper, 
trusts in the known goodness and indul- 


‘gence of his sovereign, when he allows 


imself to make the following observations 


_ on this subject.— During 20 years of inti- 


mate and uninterrupted connection with 


. Mr. Fox, the undersigned, as much as any 


one, has had an opportunity of confiden- 


tially learning the sentiments of that cele- 


brated man. From his knowledge of them, he 
is impressed with the strongest conviction, 
that no minister could give to the instruc- 
tions of which he was to be the organ, amore 
perfect assent, or concur more effectually in 
their execution, than Mr. Fox would have 
done, in giving to the undersigned, on the 


part of his Britannick majesty, such orders 


as the undersigned has in fact, received, 
under circumstances in which peace (on 
the just and equitable conditions which 
had been proposed to that minister) would 
have appeared to him impracticable.— 
How much would this opinion have been 
strengthered in the mind of that minister, 
on perceiving the French government re- 
fuse the just demands of that illustrious 
ally, who, by his, fidelity to his Britannick 


majesty, has deserved on the part of the| 


king, that his interests should be as dear 
to him as hisown! The undersigned has 


_ the honour to acquaint his excellency the 
-, Minister for foreign affairs, that he this 
_ morning applied to his excellency M. de 


Champagny for his passports. At the same 


Mme be requests, &c. 
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No. 56.—Extract from a dispatch from. 
Mr. Arbuthnot to Mr. Secretary Fox ; 
dated, Buyukdéré, Aug. 25, 1800.—-Re- 
ceived Sept. 29. 
It was yeaterdoy, settled at the Porte, 
that the present Hospodars of Moldavia 
and Wallachia should be recalled, and that 
prince Charles Callimaki, the first drago- 
inan of the Porte, should be named to the 
government of Moldavia, and prince Alex- 
ander Suzzo to that of Wallachia; at the 
same time Mr. Bano Hanchyry was ap- 
pointed dragoman in the room of pzince 
Callimaki.—To give you a perfect idea of 
the disrespect with which Russia has been 
treated in this instance, it is necessary that 
I should transmit to you an extract from 
the regulations respecting Moldavia and 
Wallachia, which were published in the 
year 1802. As no accusation whatever 
has been brought against either of the Hos- ~ 
podars who are now removed, there can 
be no excuse for breaking the convention; . 
by which it was stipulated with Russia that 
7 years should be the period of each prince’s 
government. You will probably expect 
to hear that this measure has originated 
with the French ambassador; in effect, there. 
are proofs sufficient that it is his work. 
(Inclosure.)—Extract of a regulation re- 
specting the principalities of Wallachia, 
and Moldavia; dated Sept. 24, 1802. 
The term of the continuance of the Hos- 
podars in their governments shall from 
henceforth be fixed at 7 complete and en- 
tire years, to date from the day of their 
nomination, and if they are not guilty of 
any open offence, they shall not be dis- 
placed before that term is expired; if they 
do commit an offence during that time, the 
Sublime Porte will inform the minister of 
Russia of the circumstance ; and if, after 
due examination is made into the affair on 
both sides, it shall appear that the Hospo- 
dar has really committed an offence, in 
that case only his deposition shall be 
allowed. 
No. 57.—Extract from a dispatch from 
_ Mr. Arbuthnot to Mr. Secretary Fox; 
dated Buyukdéré, Sept. 29, 1806.—Re- 
ceived Nov. 9. 
Sir; On the 18th of this month, the dra- 
goman of the Porte communicated to Mr. 
Pisani [first dragoman or interpreter at- 
tached to the British mission] for my in- 
formation, a note which had been presented 
by the French ambassador; a copy of which 
1 have herewith the honour to inclose. 
(Inclosure.—-) Note presented by the French 
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- Ambassador at the Porte, to the Reis 
Effendi; Pera, Sept. 16,1806. 
"Phe undersigned general of division, 
ambassador of his majesty’ the emperor 
of the French, king of Italy, has the 
honour “to lay re his excellency 
the Reis Effendi the following considera- 
tions. He has been positively informed, 
although in an* indirect manner, that the 
Russian legation has delivered a note to the 
Sublime Porte, in which it is said that the 
emperor of Russia has refused to ratify 
the treaty of peace signed at Paris by his 
plenipotentiary. This refusal places Eu- 
rope in the same situation in which she 
was 6 weeks ago, but it unmasks the pro- 
jects of Russia. This treaty of peace 
stipulated for the independence of the 7 
islands ; a stipulation which removing the 
Russians from the Mediterranean, where 


they had established themselves in orderto 


attack the Ottoman empire at various 
points, could not be acceptable to them. 
— Ragusa was restored to its independence 
under the protection of the Sublime Porte : 
this. arrangement rendering it impossible 
for the Russians to keep up their intelli- 
gence with the Montenegriaus and with the 
revolted Servians, was contrary to their 
views. Doubtless it is the article which 
stipulates for the independence of the Ot- 
toman empire and the integrity of its ter- 
ritory which has occasioned the rejection 
of the peace at Petersburgh; Russia then 
perceived that she could no longer seize 
provinces of that empire by force of arms 
as she seized the Crimea, or extort them 
from her in time of peace, as she did’ with 
regard to Georgia and the passage of the 
Dardanelles. -This treaty of peace, in 
fine, leaving the French in Albania and 
Dalmatia, placed upon the frontiers of 
Turkey her most ancient ally and her 
most faithful friend, who would have re- 
mained and will ever remain ready to de- 
fend her. Such are the motives which 
have led the cabinet of Petersburgh to this 
refusal. I do not give way to vain decla- 
-mation; I lay facts before you; I beseech 
you to weigh them with all the attention 
to which they are entitled.—If in these dif- 
ficult circumstances the Porte does not 
forma true estimate of her dangers and of 
her force, if she does not form the deci- 
sion. her interests require of her, J shal) 
perhaps ere long have to lament her fate, 
—The undersigned has received the most 
positive orders from his majesty the empe- 
ror of the French, king ot Italy, to de- 


clare to the Sublime Porte, that not on 
the principles of friendship, but those o 
the strictest neutrality, require that th 
Bosphorus should be shut against all Rus. 
sian ships of war, as well as against every 
other vessel of that nation, bringing troops, - 
ammunition, or provisions; and that the 
said passage cannot be opened to them 
without committing an act of hostility 
against France, and without giving his ma» 
jesty Napoleon the Great a right of passage 
over the territories of the Ottoman empire, 
in order to combat with the Russian army 
on the banks of the Dniester.—Any re- 
newal or continuation of alliance with the 
enemies of France, such as England and 
Russia, would be not only a manifest viola. 
tion of the neutrality, but an accession, on 
the part of the Sublime Porte, to the war — 
which those powers wage against France, 
aud his majesty would see himself com- 
pelled to take measures conformable to his 
interests and his dignity.—The Sublime 
Porte cannot maintain her relations with 
two missions from Naples, and his majesty 
the emperor of the French cannot suffer his 
august brother, Napoleon Joseph, king of 
Naples and the two Sicilies, to meet with 
difficulties here which he does not experi- 
ence from any power in amity with France, 
—His majesty the emperor has a large 
army’in Dalmatia: this army is collected 
for the defence of the Ottoman empire, 
unless an equivocal conduct on the part of 
the Porte, and a condescension towards 
Russia and England, which might again 
throw her into their power, should compel 
his majesty the emperor of the French, to 
bring forward his formidable forces for a 
purpose totally opposite to that which he 
had'in view.—His majesty has ordered the 
undersigned to state to the Sublime Porte 
in the most friendly though energetic manner 
these demands, for the purpose of obtains 
ing an answer in writing, and it is expected 
that this answer shall be positive and cate+ 
gorical.—No further delay can be allowed}, 
and his majesty has no doubt that the 
Sublime Porte will give him the assurances 
he desires, and which areso much in uni+ 
son with the interests of the Ottoman em- 
pire.—The undersigned has nq wish to 
make a vain display of the formidable: for« 
ces of the great Napoleon; his friends 
know. how to estimate their import- 
ance; hisenemies have felt their power. 
The genius of his august master is well 
known; his determinations are wise and 
prompt, his personal attachment to” his 
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_ hothing. 


_ adopting a timid, uncertain, or inimical 


‘pendence of every other power. War is 


highness is sincere. He only seeks the in- 
dependence, the integrity, and the glory 
of Turkey. He desires nothing. He asks 
What inducements to an union 
with him! at the same time what reason 
to apprehend the loss of his good-will by 


line of conduct ! Under these circumstan- 
ces the answer of the Sublime Porte will 
regulate the conduct of my august master. 
Let not the threats of the enemies of 
France impose upon the Sublime Porte; 
they have been vanquished, and they will 
ever be so. ‘The great Napoleon will em- 
ploy all his resources for the glory of his 
highness Selim III. his friend ; and his re- 
sources are immense, his genius is still 
greater.—This note is of sufficient impor- 
tauce to be submitted to the profound wis- 
dom of his majesty the emperor Selim III. 
and your excellency is requested to take 
the earliest opportunity of laying it before 
him.—The undersigned requests, &c. Ho- 
RACE SEBASTIANI. 


DECLARATION OF THE KING OF GREAT 
BRITAIN ; DATED OCTOBER 21, 1800. 


The negociations in which his majesty 
has been engaged with France having ter- 
minated unsuccessfully, his majesty thinks 
proper to make this public declaration to 
his subjects and to Europe, of the circum- 
stances which have led to an issue which 
his majesty deeply regrets. He has no 
object nearer to his heart than the conclu- 
sion of a secure and permanent peace. He 
laments the continuance of a war affect- 
ing the happiness of so many nations, and 
which, even amidst all the successes that 
attend his arms, is so burthensome to his 
faithful-and affectionate people. But he is 
confident that there can arise on this occa- 
sion no other sentiment, either in bis own 
dominions, or in any part. of Europe, 
than that of an increased conviction, that 
the restoration of general tranquillity is 
retarded only by the injustice and ambi- 
tion of the enemy.—The French govero- 
ment, uhsatisfied with its immense acqui- 
‘sitions on the continent, still openly perse- 
veres in asystem destructive of the inde- 


pursued, not for security but for conquest; 
and negociations for peace appear to be 
entered into for no other object than that 
of deluding the meighbouring powers into a 
tate of false security, while France is ber- 


self preparing, arranging, and executing 
Vou. VIII. i 


her unremitted projects of encroachment 
and aggression.—Her conduct in the re- 
cent discussions has afforded but too many 
proofs of this disposition.—The negocia- 
tion originated in an offer made by the 
French government of treating for peace - 
on the basis of actual possession, which 
was stated to admit of mutual compensae 
tion, and a distinct assurance was added, 
that his majesty’s German dominions, which 
had been attacked without even the pree 
tence of any cause of hostility, should be 
restored.—Such a proposal appeared to his 
majesty to. afford a just foundation for ne- 
gociating : it was therefore accepted with 
this reserve, that the negociation should 
be conducted by his majesty in concert 
with his allies.—No sooner had this basis 
been mutually admitted, than it was de- 
parted from by the enemy, and that too, 
in points of so great importance, as to call 
for an immediate declaration on the part 
of his- majesty, that unless the principle 


| proposed by France herself was adhered to, 


the communications which had been opened 
between the two governments must at once 
be closed.—This produced new professions 
of the dispositions of France to make con- 
siderable sacrifices for the attainment of 
peace, if the discussions were suffered to 
proceed; at the same time that a difficu 
was started on account of the want of 
powers in the person intrusted by his ma- 
jesty with this communication. Steps were 
thereupon taken by bis majesty for opening 
a regular negociation by ministers duly au- 
thorized, in order to ascertain, in a man- 
ner the most satisfactory and authentic, 
whether peace could be obtained on terms 
honourable to the king and his allies, and 
consistent with the general security of Eu- 
rope.——During these proceedings, @ mi- 
nister sent by the emperor of Russia to treat 
for the same important object, in concert 
with his-majesty’s government, was induced 
by the artifices of the enemy, to sign @ 
separate treaty, on terms equally repug- 
nant to the honour and interests of his im- 
perial majesty.-Unmoved by this 
pected event, the king continued to nego- 
ciate precisely on the same principles 5 
before. He relied, a 
experience has amply justi on 
good faith and sesuition of an ally, nm 
concert with whom he had begun to treat, 
and whose interests he had maintained 


throughout with the same firmness as bis 


Lowa,—The French goveriment, on the 


id elated by this advantage, of 
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which’ it boasted as equal in importance 
to the most decisive victory, departed in 
every conference more and more widely 
from its own offers and engagements. Not 
only did it take upon itself to change at 
its own will the basis of the negociation 
with Great Britain, but violated, in points 
still more important, every principle of 
good faith with Russia. The chief in- 
ducement offered to that powér as the 
price of all the sacrifices extorted from her 
minister, had been the preservation of 
Germany. Yet, before the decision of 
Russia on this treaty could be known, 
France -had already annihilated the whole 
frame and constitution of the German em- 
pire; had reduced under her own yoke a 
Jarge proportion of the states and provin- 
ces of Germany; and, not content with 
this open contempt of obligations so re- 
cently contracted, had, at the same time, 
instigated the Porte to’ measures directly 
subversive of her subsisting enagements 
with Russia.—While such a conduct was 
pursued towards his majesty, towards his 
allies, and towards all independent powers, 
there appeared so little hope of any fa- 
vourable issue to. the negociation, that his 
majesty’s plenipotentiaries demanded their 
passports to return to England.—Thbis de- 
inand was at first eluded by an unusual and 
unexplained delay, and the French govern- 
ment afterwards, by some material con- 
cessions, accompanied with intimations 
that. others of still greater consequence 
might be the result of further discussion, 
procured. a renewal of. the conferences, 
which were protracted from day to day, 
till at length it wasannounced at Paris that 
the emperor of Russia had indignantly re- 
jected the unauthorized and separate treaty 
signed by his minister—In consequence of 
this important event, the strongest assu- 
‘ances were given to his majesty’s minister 
that France was now prépared: to: make 
sacrifices to’ a great extent, in order, by 
- securing peace with Great. Britain, to re- 
establish the tranquillity of the world.— 

he object of these assurances appeared 
wever to be, that of engaging his:ma- 
__jesty in a separate negociation, to the ex- 
.clusion.of his allies ; a proposal which his 
majesty had rejected in the: outset, and 
which he eould:still less admit of at a time 
the conduct:of Russia’ had: imposed 
ton him am increased obligation not to sepa~ 


«interests :from those-of so faithful 


can ally. ‘To:these insidious overtures, ‘his 
‘majesty steadily refused ito listen; but he 
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took the most effectual method to avoid all 
appearance of delay, and to accelerate, if 
possible, the favourable issue of the nego. 
ciation. ‘The confidential intercourse which 
he had constantly maintained with Russia, 
enabled his majesty to specify the terms on 
which peace with that power might be ob- 
tained ; and his minister was accordingly 
instructed to state to France, in addition 
to the king’s demands, those of his ally, 
to reduce them into distinct articles, and 
even to conclude on those grounds a pro- 
visional treaty, to take efiect whenever 
Russia should signify her accession.— This 
form of negociating was, after some ob- 
jection, acceded to by France; terms were 
now offered to his majesty more nearly ap- 
proaching than before to the original basis | 
of negociation ; but these were still far 
short of what his majesty had uniformly | 
insisted ou, and was now more than ever 
entitled to expect; and the decisive rejec- . 
tion of the just demands of Russia, as . 
well as of the conditions proposed by his — 
majesty in behalf of his other allies, left 
to his majesty no other course than that of 
ordering his minister to terminate the dis- 
cussion, and return to England. —The fore- 
going short and simple exposition of facts 
stands in need of no comment. ‘The first 
overtures which led to negociation were 
made by the enemy, and they were accept- 
ed by his majesty in the sincerest spirit of — 
peace. Every opening which seemed to 
afford the most distant prospect of accom- 
modation has been anxiously embraced, 
nor was the negociation finally broken off, | 
while any hope of a favourable issue could 
be entertained. His majesty’s demands 
were uniformly just and reasonable ; di- 
rected to no objects of personal aggran- — 
dizement, but to such only as were indis- 
pensably required by the honour of his 
crown, his engagements to his allies, aud 
a due consideration of the general interests 
of Europe.—It is with heartfelt concern 
that his majesty contemplates the conti- 


nuance of those evils always inseparable 


from a state of war; but it is {vith his 
enemies that this awful responsibility rests; 
and for the issue of the contest his majesty 
trusts, with confidence, to the justice of 
his cause ; to the resources and bravery of 
his people; to the fidelity of his alles; 
and, above all, to the protection and sup- 
port of the Divine Providence.—In con- 


tributing to ‘the great efforts which ‘such a 


contest must unavoidably require, his faith- E 


ful and affectionate subjects will not forget 
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_ ship said he had ever been of opinion that 


that all their dearest interests are at stake ; 
that no sacrifices they can be called on to 
make, are to be compared with the certain 
disgrace and ruin of yielding to the inju- 
rious pretensions of the enemy ; that with 
the inviolable maintenance of the good 
faith and public honour of their country, 
its prosperity, its strength, and its inde- 
pendence, are essentially connected ; and 
that in asserting the rights, and upholding 
the dignity of the British empire, they de- 
fend the most powerful bulwark of the li- 
berties of mankind. 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Monday, December 

{Minvures. ] Theearl of Aylesford stated, 
that his majesty had been waited on with 
the Address of that house,:to which his 
majesty had been pleased to return a most 
gracious answer, thanking the :house for 
their determination to concur in every mea- 
sure which the exigency of aflairs might re- 
quire.—Lord Grenville presented, by. his 
majesty’s command, the Papers respecting 
the late Negociation. In moving, his lord- 
ship said, to fix a day for the discussion, it 
was his wish, with every regard for their 
lordships’ convenience, that, on the one 
hand, sufficient time should be given for the 
consideration of this very important sub- 
ject; whilst, on the other, that no longer 
delay should take place than was absolutely 
necessary, in the expression of the opinion 
of that house, with respect to the result of 
the negociation. is lordship concluded 
by moving, that the papers be taken into 
consideration on Iriday the 2d of January. 
—Ordered. 

[Barrie or Marpa—Vorte or THanks 
to. Sir J. Stuart, &c.}] Lord Grenville 
rose for the purpose of moving the Thanks 
of the House to sir Juhn Stuart, and the 
officers and soldiers by whose valour the 
victory of Maida was obtained. His lord- 


the high honour conferred by a vote of 
thanks of that house, ought to be reserved 
for great occasions; for deeds of, valour of 
a superior description, for actions which 
tended to throw a lustre around the British 
name, or materially to benefit the interests 
of the country. Of this general descrip- 
tion and character he conceived the in- 
stance to be on which he should presently 
move their lordships to come to a vote of 
thanks; and on that principle he proceeded. 
—The case before them was most distin- 
guishable for its display of heroic valour, 
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and as tending to illustrate the position, 
that wherever the British troops had been 
equal in point of numbers to their adver-. 
saries, or even where they were not greatly 
inferior, that native aud characteristic va- 
lour for which they were so eminently 
distinguished, failed not to display itself,- 
and to secure the palm of victory. In this 
view, he knew not where, in all the mili- 
tary annals of this-country, to look for a 
more signal or brilliant example than that 


In viewing this. operation, the first con- 
sideration that presented itself was the 
great disparity in the number of troops on 
the side of the British: these were consi- 
derably less than 5000 men. Of the enemy 
there were certainly many more. What 
was the result? that the number of killed, 
wounded, and taken prisoners, either in 
the action at Maida itself, or in its ap- 
proximate consequences, considerably ex- 
ceeded the number of the victorious army ! 
He knew of no occasion which could 


mony of their thanks, by affording which 
the assurance would be held out to them, 
that while his majesty’s troops were risking 
their lives and combating for their country, 


its grateful sense and approbation of them. 
Upon these grounds it was, that he then 
moved, Ist, ‘* That the thanks of this 
house be given to major-general sir John 


P. Ackland, for their gallant and merito- 
troops at Maida on the 4th of July-last, 
Secondly, ‘That the Thanks of this house 


be given to the non-commissioned officers 


that this vote be signified to them by the 


ed to be communicated to the general offi. 
cers in the usual way.—The house then ad- 


nesday the 31st instant. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, December 22. : 


Address of this house upon his, majesty’s 


i 


more forcibly call upon them for the testi- 


no part of that country was ‘insensible to — 
their merits, or would hesitate to express 


Stuart, K. B.and also to the hon. brigadier-— 
gen.G. Lowry Cole, and brigadier-gen. W. — 


rious conduct in the action with the French © 
and to the officers under their command. 


and private soldiers serving under the same, . 
for their bravery and good conduct, and ~ 


which gave rise to his present observations. 


officers of the respective corps.”—On the © 
question being put, these motions were 
voted, nem. diss. and the thanks were order. - 


journed for the Christmas recess till Wed- - 


[Minvrtes.] Lord Qssulston stated, that 
his majesty had been waited upon with the 
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most gracious speech, as delivered by the 
lords commissioners, when his majesty was 
pleased to return for answer, that he thank- 
ed his loyal Commons; that their zeal and 
attachment gave him the greatest satisfac- 
tion; and that they might be assured, 
nothing on his part should be wanting to 
the maintenance of the honour and prospe- 
rity of the country.—Mr. P. Moore pre- 
sented a Petition from Mr. Bowyer of the 
Historic Gallery, Pall-mall, for leave to 
bring in a bill to enable Mr. Bowyer to 
draw by a separate lottery, in case the next 
State Lottery should not contain a sufficient 
number of tickets for his purpose. The 
hon, gent. observed that Mr. Bowyer had 
concluded to draw his lottery, and given it 
out to the public, that it should certainly 
take place by the state lottery which was 
drawn in October last ; but unfortunately 
for Mr, Bowyer, that lottery containing 
only 20,000 tickets, he was of course pre- 
vented, and which delay, the hon. gent. 
observed, had been attended with a consi- 
derable Joss to Mr. Bowyer.—Mr. Grant 
presented the Third Report of the commis- 
sioners of Military Enquiry.—Lord Ho- 
wick presented the Papers relative to the 
late Negociation with France. They 
would be ready, he said, for circulation 
this evening. It was desirable that as lit- 
tle time as possible should elapse before 
they were taken into consideration. But 
as they were very voluminous, it was ne- 
cessafy the members should have full time 
to peruse them. He did intend that they 
should be discussed on Wednesday se’n- 
night. But he did not think it would be so 
likely to procare an attendance then as on a 
subsequent day, and as he wished the at- 
tendance might be as full as possible, he 
would propose that day fortnight, beyond 
which day the discussion would not be 
postponed. The papers were then order- 
ed to lie on the table; (see p. 92.) 
{Barri.sor Maipa—Vore or THanks 
To Sir J. Sroant, Mr. Secretary. 
Windham rose in pursuance of his notice on 
Friday, to move that the thanks of the house 
should be given to general sir John Stuart, 
aud to the officers and men engaged under 
him, if the glorious battle of Maida. He 
did not conceive that any thing more would 
be necessary to be said, on his part, in 
order to obtain tre unanimous concurrence 
of the house im bis motion. There had 
been so vety general, so very lively, and 
so very proper a feeling manifested through- 
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convinced, that as no motion of this des: 
scription had ever been agreed to with: 
more perfect unanimity than this would, | 
so none had ever more completely carned, 
the feelings and approbation of the country 
with it. The action to which his motion 
referred was one of the most distinguished 
exploits that ever appeared in the annals of 
this. or any other country. Every man must 
be so thoroughly impressed with its cha» 
racter and importance, that it was altoges 
ther unnecessary to dweil upon its value. 
If he ventured to say any thing upon the 
subject, it was purely from an impulse to 
give indulgence to his feelings. The cha- 
racter of the exploit itself, and the advan- 
tages that flowed from it, must present 
themselves to the sober reflection of every — 
man; and, indeed, that house and the 
country at large had already, by their 
admiration and gratitude, pronounced 
upon the value of the glorious achieve- 
ment. There was not a single one, of the 
various views in which this exploit could 
be considered, that did not rank it with 
the proudest achievements of our ances- 
tors; that did not raise it to a level even 
with the memoravle days of Cressy, Poi- 
tiers, and Agincourt. In mentioning these 
scenes of British fame and valour, he could 
not omit to state one peculiar character 
which belonged to this distinguished ser- 
vice, namely, the accession it produced 
to our stock of national glory, the most 
valuable. possession of a great nation, 
Other services might cut a greater figure, 
in relation to their effect in adding to na- 
tional itmportance, by acquisitions of: 
Strength, resources, or territory, though 
not of a character to call for the sort of 
honours and distinctions merited by a- 
chievements of this kind. In this respect. 
the value and importance of the exploit 
was highly augmented, even in the midst 
of those splendid and brilliant triumphs to 
which this country had been so much ac- 
customed. The glory acquired in this ac- 
tion had not often been equalled, and ne- 
ver had been surpassed in the records of 
military renown, Of what value it was 
to keep up this bigh character for military 
spirit; how necessary it was to encourage 
it with every honourable distinction of 
public approbation and gratitude; how im- 
possible it was for any great country to. 
preserve its character and independence 
without the possession of such feelings; 
these were topics upon which it was unne- 
for tim 10 dwell, But ever 


| 


> 


air} 
there hail been a period of the world, 
when @ strong military feeling was wanted 
for the preservation of the greatness and 
glory of @ country, it was the present. It 
was this period, when the whole world had 
become, as it were, one universal camp; 
when all patious were occupied with mili- 
tary views, military fame, and military ser- 
vices; when these military pursuits were 
substituted in place of the civil arts of life ; 
when no Country could be safe that did 
not cultivate them, and when any country, 
that did not cultivate them, could no. longer 
hope tocontinue its independence. We were 
come to that state of society when, as had 
been well said, the soldier was abroad; 
when, in the language of the poet, ‘ man 
and steel, the soldier and the sword,” 
were the only productions of a country 
that could be looked to with confidence 
for its. protection and security. It was 
not because we had lost any part of, 
the military spirit or character of the coun- 
try that.he dwelt with such pride upon the 
value of this exploit; certainly not. This 
country had never forfeited its just cka- 
racter for military superiority. Yet, 
from the circumstances under which the 
war had hitherto been carried on, and the 
pre-eminence of our great.and glorious 
naval exploits, we had not had the same 
opportunity of distinguishing our arms by 
land as by sea. The nations of the conti- 
nent too, as if they derived consolation in 
their humiliation from the impression, 
seemed to have been brought over to the 
opinion, that our military power, in the 
largest sense of the word, was wholly confi- 
ned to naval operations. They seemed to 
think, that this country, was, he should 
not say proportionably weak, but that it 
was not proportionably strong by land as 
by sea. Now, the immediate tendency 
and effect of the glorious battle of Maida 
was, that it would meet these opinions, and 
correct the error in which they originated. 
It was impossible to cmtupglies this glo- 
rious exploit in all its circumstances, and 
not give way to a feeling of triumph at the 
superiority of national valour displayed in 
it, Yet, it might be said that it was not 
naked valour that the skill, the disci- 
ine, and experience of the veteran troops 
of the enemy were to be overcome. It re- 
sulted, however, from the experience of 
this action, that British disciplined troops 
possessed a decided superiority over those 
of the enemy, Many persons in this coun- 
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writings avowed the opinion, that the troops 
of the enemy were superior to British 
troops. The opinion was flattering to the 
enemy, but he trusted it bad not gone far 
in the country, and was convinced, that it 
had not made any impression upon the 
people or the army. British soldiers were — 
strangers to any feelings that’ would pre- 
vent them, whenever they came in contact 
with the enemy upom nearly equal terms, 
from making British valour as conspicuous 
by land as by sea. It was a general opinion, 
that all: our naval exploits had been achies 
ved by a superiority of experienced dis- 
cipline and skill; but he could not sube 
scribe to such a position. Many of those 
heroic achievements which raised the 
glory of our navy to the highest pitch, had 
been effected by the naked valour of 
Britons, without the aid of skill or disci- 
pline. Of this description were the exploits 
performed in boarding ships, in cutting out 
vessels from under the protection of ‘batte~ 
ries, and in various other operations per« 
formed by British seamen on shore, in 
every one of which the native valour of 
our countrymen was uniformly triumphant. 
There were no such instances to be found 
recorded in the military annals of the ene« 
my. The enemy, however, had persuaded 
other nations, that they were as superior to 
us by land, as we are to them by sea; and 
the delusion seemed to have prevailed .on 
the continent. But the battle of Maida bad 
broken the charm. Every circumstance of 
its progress, the conduct of the officers, and 
the bravery of the men, had established the 
ascendancy of British valour, and main- 
tained that superiority, whick this country 
in all'ages. In proof of this he 
could appeal to the determination, as ap- 
peared by the gazette, of sir John S$ 
to advance with his inferior force to the at- 
tack of the enemy, even in the strong posi+ 
tion he occupied, if the enemy had not ads 
vanced to meet him. The issue of ‘the 
action that ensued would prove to the chief 
of the enemy, and to his troops, who arro- 
gated to themselves a superiority over all 
other trpops, that they are not invincible, 
as they would represent themselves, that 
they could not ‘withstand the valour of 
British troops when fairly committed against 
them in action. And yet, from whatever 
causes, certainly not from want of c 
in their adversaries, the events of the late 
wars had contributed to countenance this 
opinion of their being invincible, They 
conquered because they thought they could 
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conquer: ‘ Possunt quia posse videntur.” This 


_ victory, however, had dissolved the spell. It 


was obtained ih the face of Europe, in the 
view of the nation for whose interest the: 
expedition was undertaken, avd had proved 
to the world, ina mannernot to be dis- 
guised or concealed, that French troops are 
inferior to British troops.' And here it was 
necessary for him to take some precaution 
to guard against any possible misconstruc- 
tion of his meaning. Nothing could be. 
farther from bis intention, than to repre- 
sent this exploit as exclusively glorious for 
the \reputation of the British arms. The 
whole of the campaign in Egypt was equal+ 
ly conspicuous’ for the lustre it cast upon 
the’ military character of the British nation. 
This achievement condensed into a single 


action; all the:same merits, that had been. 


displayed in every operation during: that 
glorious campaign. It was a lesson to this 
country, tothe enemy, and to the world, of 
the comparative value of British and French 
troops, and thoroughly confirmed the deci- 
sive.superiority of British valour. There 
never ‘had ‘been: an action so completely 
calculated in all:its circumstances, so per- 
fectly framet!, to:establish that truth. He 
eould *not:more forcibly illustrate this fact 


_ than by adopting the eloquent language of 


sit John Stuart on the subject. “ 1t seems,” 
said the gallant) general in his. dispatch, 
“ asif the prowess of the two nations was 
to be brought: to trial: before:the world.” 
Certainly no action, under any circumstan- 
ces; could be better calculated for such a 
trial» If two sets of philosophers were 
to have undertaken to make an experiment, 
by ‘doing away every thing extraneous to 
their process, they could not have succeeded 
more accurately. In the first part of .the 
action” the two armies advanced against 
each otber-with the bayonet ; an operation, 
though much talked of, that very seldom 
took’ place’ between great, bodies of men. 
Every circumstance, even in the most mi- 
nute detail’ that had bappened previously 
to the shock, concurred to bring the cou- 
rage and intrepidity of the two rival nations 
to the trial.’ [he contest was decided, not 
by any superiority of corporal strength, but 
by the predominance of personal intrepidi- 
ty. \Both’ armies advanced firmly to the 
charge, until within half a. yard of each 
other. In this moment of perilous trial, 
British resolution and valour held out, and 


‘the enemy shrunk back with panic from 


the terrible contest.—It was not improper 
to state here, that hardly any. of our men 
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were wounded by the bayonet.—He had to: 
apologize to the house for having trespassed 
so long on their attention ; but really: 
the theme was so pleasing, that he could: 
not refrain from dwelling upon it with pew 
culiar satisfaction. The detail of the ace | 
tion exhibited merits of all sorts, equally’ 
honourable to the skill of the officers, and’ 
the: firmness and valour’ of the soldiers, 
Having been led thus far by the natural: 
pleasure one felt in speaking of so grates’ 
ful a subject, he should not detain the! 
house longer than whilst he could state’ 
some circumstances respecting the action, 
which were not generally known. By these’ 
circumstances it would appear, that the vic-: 
tory had been more decisive, and the de-’ 
feat of the enemy more complete than was: 
at first supposed. Sir John Stuart had’ 
correctly stated the amount of his own’ 
force as under 5000 men; but he had not: 
the means of accurately ascertaining the! 
force of the enemy, when he wrote his dis-' 
patch. In that it had been stated at nearly’ 
7000, but it should have been stated at 
nearly 8000 men. This :fact ‘had been dis-’ 
covered from returns found upon the pers: . 
sons of some of the officers that had’ been‘ 
killed. The next circumstance he had to 
mention respected the amount of the’ 
enemy’s loss. Sir J. Stuart stated the 
numbers of the killed at 700; but it had: 
been afterwards ascertained, by observa-: 
‘tions made upon the spot, that the number: 
of killed in:the action amounted. to 1300, 
Fifteen ‘hundred prisoners had been the: 
immediate fruit of the action, and a consi-’ 
derable number more fell into our hands: 
from the consequences of the action, So: 
that thus anumber, nearly equal to the whole 
of the British force, had been disposed of 
by this. brilliant: action. Another ‘conse~ 
quence: of the exploit was, that it had set 
the Calabrians free from the presence of the: 
enemy, and had totally broken up the force — 
of general Regnier in these provinces, which: 
amounted to 13,000 men.—-It was not per= 
haps necessary to bave dwelt so much on: 
the advantages that.resulted from: this 
battle; but the glory that had been acqui-’ 
red in it, he considered of infinitely greater. 
importance than any immediate benefits: 
that had been derived from. the action.’ 
This it was that would carry theeffectof the 
brilliant exploit beyond the single instance,’ — 
by restoring the military renown of this: 
country, which bad been called in questions: — 
‘He who gave glory to his country, gave 
‘that which was far more valuable to it than 
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any acquisition whatever. Glory alone 
was not to be taken away by time or acci- 


dents. Ships, territories, or possessions, 


might be wrested from a country, but the, 
mode of acquiring them could never be for- 
gotten, and the glory of the conquest was 
independent of all accidents. The acquisi- 
tions that were the consequence of the glo- 
rious. days of Cressy and. Poitiers, had 
long since passed into other hands; but 
the glory of those illustrious achievements 
still adhered to the British name, and was 
immortal. It was that fine extract, that 
pure essence, that indured to all ages, 
whilst the grosser parts, the residuum passed 
away, and were lost in the course of time. 
On this ground it was, that be thought 


- that the victory of Maida would stand as 


high as any exploit upon the records of 


‘our military achievements, and that the 


glory of general Stuart and his brave army, 
would survive to the latest posterity, un- 
less the country should, at any time, sink 
into such a state of degradation, that the 
memory of former glory would be a re- 
proach to existing degeneracy. Even in 
such a state of degradation, he was sure, 
that such an instance as this, would be 
ealculated to rouse a nation to emulate the 
exploits of its, ancestors. The name of 
general Stuart would justly be ranked 
among the foremost in our military annals. 
The right hon. secretary said, he had felt 
pleasure in dwelling upon the various me- 
rits of this brilliant exploit, because it revi- 
ved and resuscitated, as it were, that half 
of our national character which had been 
called in question, and proved that Britons 
had the same superiority oyer the enemy by 
land as they had by sea. The right hon. gent. 


. concluded by moving: Ist, ‘* That the thanks 


of this house be given to major- general sir 
Jobn Stuart, knight of the most honoura- 
ble order of the bath, for the distinguished 
ability displayed by him on the 4th of Ju- 
Jy last, in the brilliant action on the 
plains of Maida, which terminated in the 
signal and total defeat of the superior for-. 
ces of the enemy. 2. That the thanks of 
this house be given to brigadier-general’ 
the hon. George Lowry Cole, brigadier-ge- 
ueral William Palmer-Ackland, and the 
several other officers, for their distinguish- 
ed-exertions,on the 4th of July last, in the 
brilliant action on the Plains of Maida, 
which terminated in the signal and total 
defeat, of the superior forces of the enemy ; 
and.that major-general sir John Stuart do 
signify the same to them. 3. That - 
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house doth highly approve of, and ac- 
knowledge, the distinguished valour and 
discipline displayed by the non-commis- 
sioned officers and private soldiers of the. 
forces serving on the 4th of July last, ur-. 
der the command of major-general sir 
John Stuart, in the brilliant victory ob- 
tained on the Plains of Maida, and that 
the same be siguified to them by the come 
manding officers of the several corps, who 
are desired to thank them for their gallant 
and exemplary conduct.” ; 

Sir John Doyle, in seconding the motion, 
expressed himself, in a maiden speech, in 
the following words:—Mr. Speaker; in . 
rising to address you for the first time, I 
feel, sir; how much I shall stand in need 
of your countenance, and the kind indul- 
gence of the house ; but I trust that the 
motives which induce me to trouble you, 
while they plead my excuse, may obtain 
for me a patient hearing, and I shall en- 
deavour to mark my sense of that indul- _ 
gence, by trespassing upon it but for a mo- 
ment. Sir, baving witnessed upon many 
trying occasions the zeal, discipline, skill, 
and courage, in this instance so brilliantly 
displayed, by this gallant officer and his 
brave companions, | cannot reconcile it to 
my feelings to contine myself to a cold and 
passive assent. 1 should not, sir, trust 
the cause of these valiant men to so feeble 
an advocate as myself, did I not know that 
they will find a ready and warm advocate 
in the breast of every. man I have the ho. 
nour to address. ‘Ibe thanks of parlia- 
ment were never better deserved, nor 
would they be any where more highly. pri- 
zed; and I feel that the motion ig not 
more justly ‘applied, than it is happily ti- 
med ; for as the crisis is fast approaching, 
when the country will expect that every 
man shall do his duty, what a noble in- 
citement will it be for men, not barely, 
but enthusiastically, to do their, duty, 
when so well assured of being rewarded 
by the gratitude of their country. _ It is in 
upholding and encouraging the high sense 
of honour so conspicuous in the fleets and 
armies of Great Britain, that the country 
will find its best security, and it is because 
the measures of the right hon. mover are 
built upon this foundation, that, they not 
only meet my approbation, but, as a soldier, 
demand my grateful acknowledgement... I 
know, sir, so well the feelings of these gal- 
lant men, that whatever privations they 
may have endured, whatever labours. sus- 
tained, or whatever dangers encountered, 
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they will find themselves amply repaid by 
the most glorious of all rewards, the appro- 
bation of a beloved sovereign, and the 
thanks and plaudits of a brave and free 
people. The exclamation of every man 


will be, “ When I cease to be actuated by 


such motives, I trust I shall cease to ex- 
ist.” I rely upon the good feeling of the 
house to pardon this effusion so naturally 
drawn forth, and which, if I were willing, 
1 am unable to suppress. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that it was not 
his intention to add any thing to the very 
glowing and eloquent panegyric which the 
right hon. gentleman had pronounced ; but 
there were one or two observations which 


_ $0 naturally arose out of the speech of the 


right hon. gent., that he could not refrain 
from stating them to the house, being 
deeply convinced that they were of great 
importance. He had ever regarded the 
right hon. gent. as one of the persons most 
sensible to whatever concerned the honour 
of the army, and the speech he had just 
‘then delivered had confirmed him in the 
opinion.. At the same time, he had been 
led to believe, that the right hon. gent. 
was convinced, like every other gent. who. 
had reflected muCh on the subject, that the 
best means were not found in our present 
military system, to excite in the army a 
spirit of enthusiasm, which, whenever it 
prevailed, was the sure omen of victory. 
Neither was the military profession fol- 
lowed by public approbation; nor was a 
soldier honoured and esteemed in this 
commercial island, in the degree due to him 


who devoted his life to the protection of 


his country. This evil was the necessary 
consequence of the peculiar favour with 
‘which we cherished our navy, and of the 
constitutional jealousy with which our mi- 
ditary establishments were regarded. If 
our armies had still proved superior to 
those of all other nations with whom they 
had to contend, it resulted from the natu- 
tal cou and energy of the British cha- 
racter. -Yet reflecting man must 
feel, that at the present crisis, it was desi- 
table to practise those means used by all 
other powers to foster and encourage mi- 
litary virtues and military talents. He 
hed therefore witnessed with much satis- 


faction the appointment of the right hon. 


gent. to the head of the war department. 


 Aod- when the splendid victory of Maida 
had been obtained, it had afforded him no 


Jess satisfuction for all the reasons that had 
-been stated, than because it seemed to pre- 


sent a fit occasion for introducing a funda- 
mental amelioration into our army, by 
granting promotions and distinctions to 
such officers as had displayed extraordinary 
merit. But all the hopes and expectations 
he had cherished had been disappointed, 
General Stuart had been honoured with 
the order of the Bath ; but neither the four 
distinguished officers who commanded bri- 
gades, nor any one of the field-officers, had 
beett advanced in military rank for their 
services on so memorable a day. He did 
not state this by way of charge against his 
majesty’s ministers; because he was very 
sensible, that the present military system 
afforded no precedent for what he sug- 
gested. But it would scarcely be credited 
by posterity, or by other nations, that a 
victory, which exalted in the highest degree 
the national glory, which in our annals would 
be recorded with the triumphs of Cressy - 
and Poictiers, had not obtained military 
rank or military honours for any of those 
brave men by whom it had been achieved, 
It was not thus that our Edwards and our 
Henries rewarded their companions in arms, 
It was not thus that our enemy had raised 
a spirit of enthusiasm in his army, which 
rendered him more formidable than all the 
conquests he had obtained. It was a fact 
well known, that throughout every military 
establishment in Europe, officers who dis 
tinguished themselves in the face of the 
enemy, were immediately promoted and 
honoured at the same time with various 
badges of distinction. In our naval service, 
when a victory had lately been obtained by 
admiral Duckworth, each of the captains 
were honoured by medals, and the senior 
lieutenant in each ship had been promoted. 
It was now the unvaried practice to pro- 
mote every officer who distinguished him- 
self, and not a little of the glory which bad 
been obtained by our navy was the result 
of the emulation thus excited. Even when 
a frigate had lately been captured, the 
captain had been introduced to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign, and received the 
honour of knighthood. But whe could 
compare the merit of such an event with 
the glory that belonged to generals Cole 
and Ackland, and to colonels Oswald and 
Kempt, who commanded brigades at the 
battle of Maida? He trusted that tis ma- 
jesty would be advised to confer on them 
the like distinction; that ell the field-offi- 
cers would be advanced one step in rank 
by a brevet commission, and be authorized 
to wear an honorery medal in consideration 


| | 
| 


doné. But the circuaistances of the army 
atid nuvy were so esséntially different, that ject belore the house. 


Weave to bring in a bill to revise, attend, 


‘should be renewed. Ordered accordingly. — 
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‘Of theit services. To sdme, these things} 
appear trifliig, us involvitig no sub- 
‘$tantial or solid benefit, but he hoped the 
Was few who would a¥ow such 
$entiménts, Titles’ and distinctions were 
indeed of little ithportatice, when they were 
the reward of parliamentary labours or 
te attachmetits; but évery distinction, 
owever iticulisideraule in itsélf, was pre- 
when it served to femind mankind of 
the’ courage and capacity by which it had 
‘beet acquired. 
Windhath replied, that 
sottrething of thé iiature of that to which 
thé hon. gent. alluded, had been already 


the two services could iiot, in respect of ho- 
fivtrs, be exuttly assimilated—The mo- 
were theli to, nem. con, 


OUSE OF COMMONS, 
23. 
[Minvres.] Mr. HUbhouse’ obtained 


ttid render perpetual, the act of the 42d of 
the king, relative to the trial of Contested 
Plections; whith bill the hon. member 
stated it tobe inaterial to carry through 
the housd with all convenieiit expedition, 
itt order that the parties coiicerined it the 
petitions which were now before tlie house, 
“aiid about to be presented, might expe- 
fienéé the berfefits which it had been found 
‘capable of producing. The bill was brought 
iti; read a first and seCond time, committed, 
reported, and ordered to be reid a third 
time to-morrow.The hotise resolved into 
# Committee of Supply, lord H. Petty in 
thé chair, and ‘the order, usual at the com- 
théntetiient of a session, that a Supply 
be cea: to his’ niajesty, was moved by 
Vansittart, atid agreed té.—Mr. C. 
Wynne gave tiotite, that he would to-mot- 
tow inbve for leave to bring in a bill to 
and amend the Thames Police 
The hon, gent. alsé called the atten- 
tion of the house tu an order made in the 
‘year 1805, that a rétutn sfiould be made of 
‘the Lunatics atid Insane Persons in custody 
througliout Great Britain, in consequence of 
which order many returns had beeti made. 
‘But these and other similar teturnscould not, 
‘he understood, be laid before the house, 
‘unless ‘the order referred to should be fe- 
‘newed. Mé therefore moved, that this order 


“Mr. Biddulph gave notice that as the chair- 
man’ of the comnnittee of Ways atid Medns 
‘Vox. VIIL. | 
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had ‘po functions out of that house, 
and as the present was a period in which 
it was hecessary to make every possible 
retrenchment, he shou]d to-morrow move 
a resolution, that no salary should.in future 
attach to that office.—Petitions were pre- 
sented, cotnplaining of ufdue returns 
for Weymouth and Thetford. The for+ 
mer was ordered to be. taken into consi- 
deration on the 22d, and the latter on the 
27th of Jahuary. 
[Gatway Erection Writ.] Lord 


‘Howick observed, that in consequence of a 


return for the county of Galway, or rather 
something described as a return for that 
county, he felt it his duty to bring the sub- 

The sheriff of Gal- 
way had thought proper to return, in com= 
plidnce with the exigency of the writ, 
merely that the election was not concluded, 


-|and that he should keep it ope until al 


the électors in the county should be polled. 
Thisemode of proceeding, the noble lord 
conceived the house must feel to be as 
highly irregular as the return to be unsa- - 
tisfactory, and of course it required .inves- 
tigation. He therefore moved, that the de-. 
puty clerk of the crown should appear at 
the bar to-morrow, with the last refurn for 
the county of Galway, and when this re- 
turg should be laid on the table, the noble 
lord stated it to be his intention to move 
on an early day, that the subject should be 


-taken into and that the 


sheriff of Galway should be called to the bar. 
Mr, Corry took occasion to observe, 
that there was no law in Ireland, as in this 
country, to limit the continuance of elec- 
tions iu any other respect than that pre- 
scribed by the exigency of the writ, and 
that the case alluded to by the noble lord, 
was not without precedent in that country. 
lle remembered an itistance where a 
turing officer had made a special retora 
of the same nature;' and possibly the she- 
riff of Galway might have acted upon the 
same precedent, Upon this point however, 
he could not venture to speak with pre- 
cision, as he was wholly ujacquaintéd with 
the circumstances of the Galway electiogs 
but he thought it necessary, for the infor- 
mation of the noble lord and for the ani- 
madversion of the house, to sfate the pre- 
cedent to which he had alluded. 
Lord Howick said, he was awaré of the 
fact stated by the right hon, gent., that ‘the 
law for limiting the duration of Election 
in this cqunt did not exist in [relanc 


aid suggested for thé coitideration of the 
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house, whether it would not be proper to| 
extend the law upon this subject to that 
part of the united kingdom. With regard 
to the precedent alluded to by the right 
hon. gent., he should be sorry to preclude 
the sheriff’ of the county of Galway from 
_ pleading the sanction of any precedent or 
usage that prevailed in Ireland upon this 
subject. But yet he was rather disinclined 
to think that any such precedent or usage 
could vindicate the return complained of, 
because the difficulties which were stated 
to have led to the return, could have been 
easily guarded against by a proper exercise 
of the discretion vested in the sheriff by law. 
—The motion was agreed to, and lord 
Howick stated, that he would fix upon to- 
morrow fortnight for the farther conside- 
ration of this case, as, within that time, all 
the proceedings would most probably be 
at an end, and the sheriff of Galway would 
be conveniently enabled to attend the house. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
(Minutes.] On the motion of lord Ho- 
wiek, it was ordered that the house should, 
at its rising, adjourn to Monday the 29th 
instant.—On the motion of Mr. Hobhouse, 
the Election Trial bill was read a third time, 
and passed.—On the motion of Mr, Free- 
_ mantle, the order for the cousideration of 
' the Saltash Election petition, was postpo- 
ned trom Tuesday 13th to Tuesday27th Jan. 
on the ground that the evidence would not 
be in readiness till that day.—Admiral 
Markham moved, that the Navy Estimates 
for 1807, be laid before the house.—The 
secretary at war and Mr. Calcraft made 
similar motions with respect to the Army 
and Ordnance Estimates ; and Mr. Vansit- 
‘tart moved, that an humble address be 
presented to his majesty, requesting him to 
direct the said Estimates to be laid before 
the house. Ordered. 
[Gatway Execrion On ‘the 
motion of lord Howick, the order for the 
attendance of, the deputy clerk of the 
crown, with the return for the county of 
Galway, was read. The deputy clerk was 
ih attendance, and the return was read. It 
_ stated that: the sheriff, in obedience to his 
tmajesty’s writ, had proceeded in due time 
to the poll, and proceeded with all due di- 
ligence, it being kept open seven hours in 
each day: but that on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, the day before which the return should 
bave been made, the suffrages of a great 


collected, .The clerk of the crown notified 
at the same time, that a second return had 
been received this day, dated 17 th of Decem- 
ber. ‘The substance of this return was, that, 
the suffrages of all the freeholders of the — 
county of Galway being collected, Mr. D, 
B. Daly, and Mr. Martin, were duly elec. 
ted. It was ordered that these returns 
should be entered on the books. 
Lord Howick said, it was his intention to 
have followed up the substantiation of the 
default of the sheriff in not having made us 
return by the day when it was required, 
with a motion that he should be ordered to 
attend ut the bar to abide the judgement of 
the house. But in consideration Of the 
precedent stated by e right hon. gent. (Mr, 
Corry) last night, and from there being no 
room to suppose that the sheriff had been 
wilfully negligent of bis duty, he should 
wave that proceeding, and rest satisfied with. 
the real return, 
Mr. Corry was happy that his recollec- 


~|tion had tended to save the house and: the 


sheriff the pain of misplaced severity. But 
he hoped, the Lrish gentlemen would, in the 
course of the present session, consider the 
proneirty.of amending the Irish election 

ws in this and many other particulars. 

[SaLaRy OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THB 
Ways anp Mezans.] Mr. Biddulph rose, 
pursuant to notice, to make his promised 
motion, relative to the Salary of the Chair- 
man of the Ways and Means. This salary, 
in his opinion, might be saved to the public, 
As he-considered it as of extreme moment 
that the motion which he was now to make 
in furtherance of that economy which had 
been so’ warmly recommended in his mas’ 
jesty’s speech, should not suffer from any 
thing counected with the person by whom , 
it was brought forward, he disclaimed all 
intention of hostility to his majesty’#mi- 
nisters ; he was fully sensible of their great 
talents, the purity of their motives, and their 
resolution to redeem the pledges of econo- 
my which they had given. If this had not 
been their intention, he was persuaded that 
the passage to which.he alluded would nat 
have been inserted in his majesty’s speech. 
He admired the ability of ministers, and 
particularly of the noble lord (Howick) who 
bad lately made a speech so distinguished 
for its eloquence, and so well calculated to 
make the deepest impression. The measure 
which he had to recommend, if carried into 
execution, would be attended with the hap- 
piest effects. As to the individual who was 


_ number of freeholders remained still une 


said to be named to the situation of chair- 
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‘man of the committee of Ways and Meanr, 
(Mr. Hobhouee) hecertainly meant nothing 
personal against him. Hehadknown himfrom 

his earliest years, had the greatest respect 
‘for him, and he knew too well the liberali- 
ty of his mind, to doubt that he would give 
him credit for having the public good only 
‘inview. He would now come more imme- 
- diately to the subject. He was sensible 
that this would appear rather too early a pe- 
riod for such a motion, but then it was 
proper to bring it forward before the chair- 
man had entered on his duties. Mis atten- 
tion had been particularly called to the 
subject by the paternal expressions in his 
majesty’s speech, which had madethe deepest 
jmpression on every one who heard them, 
and which, if not acted upon, might subject 
them to the charge of criminality. He 
would read the passage to which he alluded. 
The hon. gent. then read that part of the 
speech which lamented the necessity of the 
public burthens, and recommended econo- 
my. He thought this was an instance in 
which the economy recommended in his ma- 
jesty’s speech might be well put in practice. 
No man should, in his opinion, be paid for 
his duty in the house of commons, with 
the exception only of the person who 
filled the chair, whose salary was meant to 


support the dignity of the house, as well as 
to reward his labours, But the situation of 
chairman of the Ways and Means was one 
ofa different nature. There was no reason, 
he apprehended, why-some of the other 
officers paid by government should not 


take the duty on themselves. He asked 
the candour of the house, whether some ot 
the junior lords of the treasury might not 
discharge it? It might-be said, that. their 
minds would be too much harassed, and 
their bodies too much fatigued with other 
‘ duties, to undertake this one. But he un- 
derstood that this could not be the case, as 
‘their duties consisted only in signing a few 
papers: but at all events, there were some 
whese duties were not heavy. An objection 
might be made, that this was an unusual 
mode of proceeding. His answer was, 
that these were unusual times ; that the ne- 
cessities of the public were unusual, and 
that this would justify them in receding 
ffom common forms. Another objection 
might be taken from the trifling saving that 
would thus be made to the public. His 
answer was, that the principle was not 
. trifling, as it would convince the country, 
that the house was seriously résulved to set 
about plans of economy, It was necessary 


that there should be public burthens at the 
present moment, but it was proper that 
those burthens should be rendered as light 
as possible. He was convinced from re 
flection, and the conversation of sensible 
people, that a radical change of measures 
was absolutely necessary to the salvation of 
the country. A rigid economy would be 
that radical change. It had not yet been 
tried, and he recommended it as the first 
and easiest expedient. The hon. gent,con- 
cluded by moving this resolution : “‘ That the 
‘* assignment of a salary to any member of 
‘“* the house as chairman of the committee 
of Ways and Means, is unnecessary, and, 
in the present circumstances of the 
country, inexpedient.”—It was some 
time before the motion was seconded. 
A member having however given it that 
formal claim to consideration, 

Lord Howick rose. He thanked his hon. 
friend for the favourable sentiments he en- 
tertained of his majesty’s ministers, who, he 
assured him, were determined to practise 
the economy recommended in his majesty’s 
speech. He exceedingly regretted, how- 
ever, that the motion of his hon, friend was 
of such a sort as placed him under the ne-~ 
cessity of appearing to resist that disposi- 
tion, which had been manifested by his ma- 
jesty, with regard to public economy. He 
felt as strongly as his hon. friend, or as any 


66 
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sone, the necessity of economy, and of con- 


fining within the narrowest possible limits 
the supplies for those efforts which were now 
more than ever requisite. But feeling the obli- 
gation imposed bythe pledges which had been 
given, he was sure that it was not. his ma- 
jesty’s intention to limit an expence which 
was necessary for the due execution of a 
laborious and indispensable duty. ‘This 
was not one of the points to which that 
economy could be properly applied. His 
hon. friend had fallen into two mistakes. 
He had alluded to a person, as appointed to 
this duty, for which, iudeed, none could be 
better qualified. But the fact was, that no 
such appointment had been made. It was 
only when the house was in a particular 
committee, and when.a call. was made for 
such a person, that the appointment of a 
chairman took place. There had as yet 
been no such committee, nor had there 
been any such call. His hon, friend had 
fallen into another: mistake. No salary 
was at present fixed for the place. Since 
the revolution, till of late years, there had 
been a salary attached to it, which had 
been paid out of the civil list. But the 
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house thinking it inconsistent with their 
privileges, that the person who discharged 
a duty in which they were particularly con- 
cerned, should be paid in this manner, 
abolished the practice, and at the end of 
every session voted such a remuneration as 
to them seemed proper. If then his hon. 
friend had any objection to this, it would 
come better at the end of the session, when 
the vote of remuneration should be pro- 
posed. But what were the daties of this 
office? It as necessary, that the person 
who held it, should be prepared with a full 
knowledge of the business of the house, 
and all its public duties, and that he should 
be acquainted with, and explain its orders 
when ina committee. He was bound to 
attend from the sitting of the house to its 
rising; all which would require time, atten- 
tion, ability, and a great deal of personal 
Jabour. Iu every respect bis hon. friend 
(Mr. Hobhouse) was well qualified; and 
certainly, whoever performed the duty well, 
was entitled to some remuneration, But 
his hon. friend supposed that the duty, 
might be performed by other officers of 
the Sos, who had abundance of leisure. 


for it. All he would say to that was, that, 


__ if there were any offices, the duties of which, 


were so trifling as _he supposed, the proper 
made would he to move for the abolition 
Of thosé offices. If bis hon. friend’s reso- 
lution should be agreed tO, the result would 
be, according to the proverb, that, ‘* What 
was every body’s business, would be no- 
body’s business,” and consequently, con- 
fusion and disorder would take place of 
that regular and orderly way in which the 
business of the house had hitherto been 
carried on, Though desirous of economy 
where it was practicable, he did not think 
is one of the cases where it would be 
well applied, ‘At all events, the resolu- 
tion otight not to be moved till the end of 
the session, He really did uot see any 
hecessity for saying any thing further on 
this. sybject. was ove on, which. the 
house might properly judge, without an 
ong and ‘tedious discussion, The noble 
Tor concluged by moving, that the. other 
orders of the day be now read, 
Mr. Biddulph in reply, said be, had not 
been ‘aware that no salary was attached, to 
this office, But even upon the ground that 
rethugeration was not voted till the 


of the session, he did not think, bis. re- 


solution’so ill-timed. agreed to, at the 
present mument, it would at least have, the 
of “rethoxing every, expectation. of 


salary or remuneration, ‘The neble lord, | 
said, that if there. were any unnecessary, 
offices, a motion might be made for abo. 
lishing them. But in that case, he. should 
be told that duties were attached to thoge 
offices which must be performed. He con, 
sidered this country asin the, situation of a 
private person, whose circumstances, rena 
dered it necessary for him to reduce his, 
establishment, This was.a case that might: 
happen to the public as well as. to a private. 
person. It was sufficient. for bim that he — 
had called the attention of the house, to. 
this business. He bad no hostility to mi-. 
nisters. He had heen too much accustom, 


jed to see. in them proofs of the most noble, 
{disinterestedness to conceive it possible. 


that they.could be changed, If honours 
and offices alone had been. their ambition, 
inany of them might have had them fitteen 
years.ago. But as he bad been returged 
by. a set of enlightened constituents, who, 
had public economy much at heart, be felt, 
it his duty to submit this resolution to the, 
house,---The motion was then put, and 
inegatived without a division, 

| Evecrion 
‘Lord Folkestone, pursuant to, notice, rose to. - 
jmoye that the order tor taking the West» 


minster Election. petition into.consideration 
fon the 13th of January, should be dis 


charged, for the pyrpose of postponing it 
to a future day. ‘The circumstances. on, 
which this motion was grounded were these; 
be had presented the petition on the earliest 
possible day. Iv balloting for the petitions, 
the Westminster had. come out of the glass 
the fourth, and, consequently, was. appoint. 
ed for the second day, tor, considering Elee- 
}tion petitions, Sjnce that time, he unders 
stood that it, was not, supposed he would 
have presented it §0, son, and the agents 
informed him that there wagsuch a, of 
evidence to be. collected, as might. natus 
rally be supposed in, such a city. as Wests. 
minstey, that they could not, be ready, by, 
the time.appoipted. ‘Phe noble lord, hoped 
that the hquse would ugt be, disposed to 
make the.pgtitivger suiler. frou apy mits 
take.of his in presenting. the. petition, and 
concluded. by, moving, ‘That, the order fon 
capsidexing the Westminster, Rlection petis 
tion on the. 13+b. of January, be discharged, 


und, thay it-be fed for the of Fe 
arye 


Ir, Sheridan said,.that,after the.commus 
nication which he, bad bad, with the. noble 
Igrd, be. would not oppose. his. motion; but 


he.did not yield from avy, weight.in his Jord 
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© arguments, for these made- againet 
his own! proposition. He’ said, that a 
mass of evidence was to he pro- 
duced, and the inference was, that it ought 
to be produced early, on account. of the 
length of time which the business. would 
occupy 
was not necessary to send for them: ta a 
distance, as in country cases. ‘The parties 
ought to. have considered before, what evi- 
dence they had to produce, and not now 
he coming to the house to gain time to 
hunt out more. But when bis lordsbip 
placed the matter on the footing of a mis- 
takeof hisown, he would not, out.of compli- 


meat to bim, or any otber gentleman, |. 


move any opposition. [le - understood 
from him, that he had presented the peti- 
tion earlier than the petitioners wished; but 
as. to the observation about the balloting, 
if it had come out of the glass the fifth in- 
stead of the fourth, it would only have 
made a difference of three or four days; 
so that there was nothing in that argument, 
But though the question was now respect- 
ing delay, he believed that the next notice 
of the noble lord would be, that we were 
to hear no more of this petition, They 


seemed to have employed very judicious 
_ counsel; who had, in considering the cir-| to his opinions as the right hen. gent. im~ 


cumstances, advised them to delay it, and 
fix it for the very time when these counsel 
would: be: om the circuit. This would 
aflord an excuse for further delay, which, 


All the witnesses were here; it) 


the Chiltern hundreds, for the punpnse of 
a| vacating his seat [A laugh]. He had na 
objection to take that office, if the learned 
gent. also would take it, and bring bis pow 
pulurity to the test by faewwg himw on the 
hustings in Covent-garden [A laugh]. 
Mr. Perceval said, that snstead.of forcing 
this matter forward on a former night, her 
lhad expressly al:stamed from agitating it, 
ion the ground: of the absence-of the mght 
gent. ‘Phe noble lord (H. Petty): 
had, however, ingeniously put into bis 
mouth the expressions now brought for~ — 
ward by the right hon. gemt.,. but he had) 
disclaimed them, He had, however, no hesi- 
tation now, norat any: time, to: answer for 
what le did say. ‘The expression, the wit 
of which the right hon, gent. described as 
equal to its candour, arose from: the acci-: 
dent of his having seen the right hon. gent. 
parading the streets in aisort of triumphal 
car, decorated with laurels—[aloud laugh]. 
The hon. gent.had:said, that it was contrary: 
to his, practice to adhere: to bis opivions. 
‘That was an accusation that came rather: 
oddly from the right hon. gent., and: these 
who sat with him on the otherside.of the 
house. With respect to himself, he wasi 
notawareof any such deticiency im adhering) 


puted to him. Certainly his: opinions ow 
the subject now before the house had under 
gone no change, and: he saw:no: reason to — 
change them. With respect to the right 


out of compliment to these judicious gen-| hon..gent.’s challenge to meet him on the — 


tlemen, he could not of course oppose. 


‘hustings in Covent Garden, he had: to excuse 


He: would take this. occasion to, advert to himself, om the ground: that he had.consti« 
something that bad fallen from a learned |tuents who had shewn him uniform favour 
gentleman opposite (Mr. Perceval) on a/|since they had returned him-to. thes first 
former day, in his absence.—[Hear ! hear!| parliament he had sat in. ‘Phese consti~ 
from Mr. Perceyal;}] He was happy to hear }tuents he was attached: to, and. was: un- 
this. challenge from the learned gentleman, | willing to desert them for the. ambition of 
particularly as it was a proof that hecon-| representing any greater place. The right 
tinued in the same mind on this subject, | hon. gent. had at times spoken: of a similan 
which was not bis general practice. Thejattachment, though he had afterwards 
learned gentleman bad talked.a great deal | found it so easy to get rid of it. At least, 
of his, waot of, popularity, and had ob-|such was the amount of what was repre< 
served, witha degree-of wit correspondent | sented in: the:newsepapers, inthe right hon, 


with its. candour, that it was not till the | gent.’s name. But, 


perhaps, what: was; 


government horses had been yoked to his ‘thus stated: on the subject, was not authen~ 


ear that he had been brought in. 


Now,| tic. It- was: easy to credit an excuse of 
_ though. his majesty had thought him worthy,| that: kind: from. the extravagancies. con« 
. to-hold an office. of; trust;and: emolument, | tained: in the speeches:imputed: to the right 


he was bold to. think, whatever the learned | hon. gentleman. 


gentleman and. some few. other clamorous | 


Mr. Sheridan said, that when he-stood: 


rsons might pretend tothe contrary, that | for Westminster, it was with: the fullpe: 
his claim) to public support was not thereby | ‘missionof the electorsiof Stafford fa:laugh}. 
lesseved. ‘There was a sort of; report that Tt was not, however, the severity of: the 


was about.to take another office, namely, gent.’s remarks that he complained 


on 
H » 
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of, but the prejudice. they were calculated 
to cast on a contested’ election, on which 
the learned gent. himself might be called 
to sit as a judge. The. triumphal car 
_ and the procession which had excited the 
spleen of the learned gent., was, he would 
venture to say, one of the most popular 
_ triumphs that had ever been witnessed in 
this or in any other city. [A laugh.] 

Lord Folkestone said, that he had not 


been aware of the circumstance with. re- 
spect to the circuit, and that it certainly 
‘would be necessary to accommodate the 
counsel.—The motion was then agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, December 29. 

[Mrnvres.] Upon the motion of Mr. 

wan, the consideration of the petition 
relative to the Penrhyn Election was 
discharged, and fixed for the 29th of 
January. The consideration of a petition 
frum the hon, Wm. Ponsonby, relative to 
the county of Londonderry Election, was 
fixed . for the same day.—Two petitions 
were presented complaining of the return 
for Horsham, and they were appointed 
for consideration .upon the same day as 
that fixed for the petition already before 
the house respecting the said election.—A 
petition from Mr. T. Jones against the 
Return for Shrewsbury was laid upon the 
table; and upon the speaker’s moving, 
that it should be considered on the first 
vacaut day, namely, the 3d of February, 
Mr. Johnstone, ‘understanding that further 
time was required for the accommodation 
of the parties to this petition, proposed 
_ the 14thof February. The speaker felt it his 
duty to observe, that the proposed post- 
‘ponement would be a departure from the 
general practice of the house in such ca- 
ses ; the earliest vacant day being uviform- 
ly fixed upon in the first instance: and if 
any farther postponement were. afterwards 
required, it was generally the practice of 
_ the: house to accede to it, upon special 
cause being assigned. laving stated the 
practice on such occasions, it.was of course 


* for the discretion of the house to deter- 


"imine upon the course to be pursued in this 
instance. Some conversation arose upon 
‘this point, in which lord Howick, lord H. 
Petty, and Mr, Bennet, one of the parties 
interested in the ‘petition, took a part, and 
concurred in the propriety of the speaker’s 
objections; Mr. Bennet observing, « that 
the proposed delay would interfere with 
the assizes.. 


Mr. Johnstone then proposed | 


the 5th of February ; but, after a few. ves 
marks from tl:é speaker and lord H. Petty, 
the hon. gent. withdrew his motion, and 


the 3d of February was fixed for theconsi- 


deration of this petition.—A petition from 

certain electors of Norfolk, in the-interest: 
of Mr. Wodehouse, was laid on the table, 
This petition was read. It charged the can- 
didates who were returned, Messrs. Coke. 
and Windham, with having been guilty of 
treating, &c. 
consideration on the 5th of February, 

Lord Howick, adverting to what he had 

stated-on a former day relative to the 
means of facilitating the progress of pri- 

vate bills, observed, that he had since con- 
sulted with those who were competent to’ 
form a correct opinion upon that subject, 
and that he should the next day move, that 
the house do make an order that, after 
fixing the time within which private peti- 
tions should be presented, the house should 

occupy itself until half after four o'clock 
each day in receiving the reports of private 


committees, and in forwarding private bu- 


siness. 

{Navy Estrmares.] Mr. T. Grenville 
moved, that the house should resolve itself 
into a committee of supply. Upon the 
speakei’s leaving the chair, there was a ge-' _ 
neral cry of ““Mr,-Hobhouse to the chair 
Tbat hon. gent. accordingly ‘took his seat 
at the table, and is therefore considered as 
chairman. of the committees of supply and 
ways and means. 

Mr. T. Grenville (first lord of the admi- 
ralty) then rose. He said, that from the 
situation which he now held, it became his 
duty to submit to the consideration of the 
committee the necessary Naval Supplies: 
proposed to be granted to his majesty. — 
There being no particular circumstances 
in the Estimates which he deemed necessa- 
ry to lay before the committee, that dif- 
fered from those of the preceding year, he 
did not deem it necessary to detain the 
couimittee with avy preliminary observa- 
tions. He should confine himself entirely 
to stating, that what he’ had to propose to 
the house, as to the number of men to 
serve in his majesty’s navy, and the expence 
attending them, was precisely the same as 
bad been voted last year, But although 
he declined making any observations at 
present, he should of course avail’ hitnself 
of his right to reply to any remarks that 
night be offered upon this subject. The 
right hon. gent. concluded with . moving 
the following resulutions, which were agreed 


Ordered to be taken into 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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to; viz. 1. “ That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that 120,000 men be employed 
for the sea service for the year 1807, in- 
cluding 29,000 royal muarines. 2. That a 
sum, not exceeding 2,886,000/., be granted 
to his majesty, for wages of the said 
120,000 men for 13 months, at the rate of 
1/.17s. per man per month, 3, That a 
sum, not exceeding 2,964,000/., be granted 
to his majesty, for victuals for the said 
120,000 men for 13 months, at the rate of 
1/,.18s. per.man per-month. 4, That a 
‘sum, not exceeding 4,680,000/., be granted 
to his majesty, for the wear and tear of the 
ships in which the said 120,000 men are to 
serve, for 13 months, at the rate of 3/, per 
man per month. 5. That asum, not ex- 
ceeding 390,000/., be granted to his ma- 
jesty, for ordnance for sea service on board 
the ships in which the said 120,000 men 
are to serve, for 13 months, at the rate of 
5s. per man per month,”—The house then 
resumed, and the report was ordered to be 
brought up the next day. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Luesday, December 30. 
[Minurgs.] Mr. Raine gave notice that 
he should, on Friday next, move for leave 
to bring in a bill to explain and amend two 
acts, the 2d of. Richard II. and the 32d of 
Henry VIII. for the preventing of any man 
of law from acting as a justice of assize in 
his own county. These acts imposed a penal- 
_ ty of 100d, for every instance in which their 
provisions were departed.from, and the ob- 
ject of the measure he meant to propose, 
would be to render their operation more 
effectual.. Mr.Corry trusted that due care 
would be taken to prevent the measure 
from operating any change in the law asit 
at present stands in that part of the united 
kingdom called Ireland, until it should be 
ascertained that such change was desirable. 
There existed several acts of the Irish 
_parliament upon this subject, to which he 
begged leave to direct the attention of the 
learned gent. before he brought forward his 
measure. At any rate, he thought it would. 
be desirable for the learned gent, to defer 
his motion, until there should be an op- 
portunity of consulting the Irish: govern- 
- ment and law officers, how far the measure 
could be applied to Ireland. After a 


short conversation between Mr. Raine and | 


-Mr. Corry, the former wi,hdrew his no- 
tice for the present, in order to allow time 
for obtaining every infurmation ou the sub- 
ject.--Petitions were presented, complain- 
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ing of the late elections for Plymouth, 
Maidstone, Dublin, and Chippenham, which 
were severally ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration on the following days: the Ply- 
mouth petition on the 5th of February ; 
Maidstone and Dublin petitions on the 10th 
of February; and the Chippenham petition oa 
the 12th of February, on which day a petition 
from several burgesses of Chippenham, was 
also ordered to be taken into consideration, 
—The house went into acommittee on the 
act for regulating the Leather trade, and, 
on the motion of lord Temple, agreed to 
a resolution, that the chairman do ask 
leave to bring in a bill to repeal so much 
of the said act as prohibits the regrating of 
Oak Bark, and to indemnify certain per- 
sons who had incurred penalties for regra- 
ting oaken bark. _ Lord Temple stated, that 
the whole of the Tanning trade was carried 
ou with bark purchased of persons who 
bought to sell again. This had been pro. 
hibited under a penalty by the act referred 
to the committe¢; but the act was never 
put in. force; ahd it was not until last 
year that some informers had brought gut 
tam actions to recover the penalties in- 
curred under the act, that it had been 
found necessary to repeal it. Last session, 
he had brought in an act to suspend the 
prosecutions, and as the business of the 
trade could not be carried on, without per- 
mitting the regrating of Oak Bark, he then 
proposed, that that part of the bill which - 
prohibited this practice, should be repealed. 
The house then resumed, and Mr. Hob- 
house, the chairman, obtained leave to 
bring in the bill. 

or Sucar.] Lord Tem- 
ple rose pursuant to notice, to move that 
a committee be appointed to consider of 
the possibility, and, if possible, of the pro- 
priety of permitting Sugar and Molasses 
to be used in. Distilleries and Breweries. 
In making this motion, it was not his in- 
tention to pledge either bimself or the 
house to the measure. He wished at pre- 
sent only that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to enquire into the subject, lea- 
ving it open to the house to take such pro- 
ceeding hereafter as the circumstances of 
the case, should be found to require. In 
the present situation of affairs, the circum- , 
stances of, the continental nations must 
necessarily bear hard on many branches of 
commerce, but on none more. heavily 
than upon our West-India trade. It was 
ascertained that there were at pregent in’ — 
the of london alone, between 80and 
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90,000 hogsheads of Si n hand. 
quantity: in the in the 
‘ont-ports was proportionably great: so 
- What the Sugars on hand in the whole 
of England amounted to. 150 or 160,000 
heads. This statement alone would be 
‘sufficient to convince the house of the 
propriety of tuking some measures for the 
‘relief of so. important a branch of the na- 
tional commerce. It might not be amiss 
here to state, that it was not in contempla- 
‘tion to submit any: proposition for the in. 
‘troduction of sugar and molasses into 
‘preweries and distilleries, to thie exclusion: 
of grain. The object was to allow the use 
‘of them-upon principles of fair competi~ 
tion, not of exclusion. All the parties: 
‘too, whose interests might be concerned, 
whether brewers, distillers, or others, would. 
_ have an opportunity of making out their 
‘cases re the committee. Having pre- 
‘mised thus much, the noble lord concluded 
‘by moving, “ That a committee be ap-: 
poiited to consider of the expediency of 
mitting the use of Sugar and Molasses, 
‘in the Distillery and Brewery, for a time to 
‘be limited, under the circumstances now 
‘affecting the trade of the British colonies 
in the West Indies; and to report the same, 
with their observationsand opinionsthereon, | 
‘to the house.” 
.~- Mr. Dent expressed an earnest wish, that 
‘this important subject should not be 
hastily decided upon, but that sufficient! 
time should ‘be afforded for a mature con-' 
sideration of all’ the great interests con-} 
ected with it. 
Lord Temple was disposed to afford all 
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measure to be brought forward, no predia 


landed proprietors. The committee whith 
upon the subject, and he trusted, therefore, 
that the whole of the case would’ be at. 
tended to in the present instance. He had 
thought it necessary to say thus much, ih 
order that the house should not be consi- 
dered as pledged to the measure, from the 
circumstance of this early ~— of the 
business passing without any observation 
upon it.—The committee was appointed 
accordingly. 

[Wootten Trave.] Lord Temple, put- 
suant’ to notice, begged leave to call the 
attention of the’house'to the state of the 
Woollen Manufacture of the country, and 
of the laws relating to that importint sub+ 
ject. A committee had been appointed 
last session to consider of the matter, and 
had taken a large mass of evidetice upon 
every part of the case, It had been the 
intention of the gentlemen who promoted 
that enquiry, té follow up the investigation 
by some legislative measure, which might 
provide some rémedy for all the incon- 
veniences resulting from the’ operation of 
the statutes then in existence. The dis- 
solution of parliament, however, by pre= 
cluding the house from instituting ariy pro- 
ceeding upon a report of the committee of 
another parliament, had made it necessary 
to take up the busitiess arlew. The coursé 
he proposed to follow, therefore, was to 
move thut the laws relating to the Woollen 
‘Manufactures be referred to a committee, 
and also the report of the comnritteé of last 


_ the parties whose interests might be’con- 

- cerned, a full opportunity of being heard, 
and it was with that view that he hid’ 
adopted the mode he had just propo- 
. ‘sed, of appoititing a committee before’ 
which all such parties might be‘heard: But’ 
from the circumstances he had stated,” it 
‘would be obvious that sone immediate 
lief was necessary, and that his object 
— be defeated’ by any considerable 

Ye 

r. Baker hoped that those’ gentlemen 
_ who proposed to bring forwatd this mea- 
sure, would consider well what’ effect it 
might have-on the value of lands and the 
Interests of agriculture in this’ country. 
He was aware that there might be many 
cifcuthstances which would require of. the 
legislature to attend particularly to particu- 
Yar branches of the property and trade of 


session. Upon the report of this com: 
mitteé; thé house would foutid the ulteridr 
Mieasiiré that was necessary for the interest 
‘of this important branch of our manufac- 
tures. From communications which be 
Had had with the parties most interested, 
‘he bad the: satisfaction to state that’ th 
did not propose to bring forward any fres 
evidence, but were prepared to rest updd 
the case had made out last sessioti. 
He'expected, therefore, that the question 
would be brouglit to issue in the present 
session. But whatever pleasure he should 
feel im bringing it to a satisfactory termi 
nation, he was not disposed to object tb 
heating afiy further which might 
be thought essential. It was bis wish‘ the 
all the parties interested should be fi 
heard, if they had not felt that the case 
‘made out before the former committee was 


the ‘county; ‘but he did hope that, 


lection would be shewn for any one class of 


several laws‘rélating 


had sat last session, had thrown much light 
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"papers then in the hands of the members 
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come at the information he required, in the 
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it was very material that the whole of it 
‘should be produced. Another point on 
which he desired to be informed, was whe- 


ther lord Yarmouth had received‘any 
munication from Mr. ‘Fox, or from any of 
his mujesty’s ministers, previous to his first 
leaving France ; also the date of that noble 
lord’s communication with M, Talleyrand; 
together with the date of his leaving Paris, 


and of his arrival in Lotidon. “The first 
communication from ‘lord ‘Yarmouth 
Mr. Secretary Fox certainly appeared dated 


the 13th of July, but he wished to know 
whether that was the date When tlie -dis- 
patch was addressed to Mr. Fox, or when 
it was drawn up. ‘The’ next point related 
to a statement in an Official note presented 
by lord Lauderdale to gen. Clarke, dated 


Aug. 6,“ that intervening circumstances, 


which’ it was unnecessary to detail, had en- 
abled his majesty to enter inté’a separate 


treaty.” Now, it did'tiot appear upon the © 


face of the Papers what these circumstances 
were, and he wished ‘to be inforthed 're= 


specting them, Another question he wish-- - 
éd to ask, grew out of'a passage in the dis- — 
10th’ of September, from the 


patch of t 
right hon. gent. opposite (Mr.Windliam) to 


lord Lauderdale, ‘The passage was,“ évery — 


effort’ was made’ at the’ outset’ ofthe nego- - 


ciation to obtain the ‘restitution of ‘Naples: 


to his Sicilian majesty.” He wished to 


know what those efforts had’ béen, and 
whether there were any documents to shew 
that they had been made, and whether 
there would be any objection'to lay’ before 
the house the détails of the’ reasoris for 'dé- 


| parting from that claim, as said-in that dis- 
patch to be detailed’ in the corréspondence 


of the ‘foreign office, with lords’ Yarmouth 
and Lauderdale. last question’ te ‘had 
to put, related to the communication made 
by lord Lauderdalé to"M, Talleyrand, 
ting that he was authorized’ to’ negotiate 
also for Russia on the same terms as had 
been communicated to’ M. ‘Talleyrand by 
his excellency count Budberg. “It‘did no 

appear on the fate of the papers what these 
‘terms were ; and on.an occasion in which 
‘the house was td be’ calléd’on to décide 


upon the merits of the négociation atd the | 


rupture of it, he felt that ut wis ‘absolutely . 


‘necessary that they ‘should be put in‘ pos... 


session of the “was. 


proposed to-freat. 

’ Lord Howick said, He was ‘most willing 
to give every explanation oit the subject‘of 
any part of the papers that were'to bedis+ 


cusséd on Monday, whith might be thought. 
R 


to the Woollen Manufactures, and the re- 
f port of the committee of last session there- 
| én, ‘were then, oh the Motion of lord Tem- t 
ple, referred toa committee, 
Peréeval rose’ for the purpose of putting 
| ove Of two quéstions to the noble lord op- | 

posite Jord Howick), on thé subject of the 
€ DOUse, Wil vieW tO Inlor- 
ipation upoti certain poiiits, which appeared 
to him to requite to’ be further elucidated. 
. He wished to put the questions to the noble | 
lord, because ‘the ‘answers he might receive, 
might render ‘it’ unnecessary for 
him to give any notice of a motion on the 
_ subject, and it might also happen, that the 
hoblé lord, when ‘itifornied of the points to 
Which his enquities were direbted “might 
hot have any objection to accede'to such ; 
motion as should be nécessary, in order to 
therefore, state the points on which he 
thought information necéssary, aud be 
guided by the ‘answers he’ stiould receive, 
as to the course he should ultimately adopt, 
The first point upou which he wished to be | 
informed, rélated to’ an extraordinary in- 
terpolation, which appeared in the letter | 
from .M. Talleyrand’to Mr. Secretary Fox, 
dated April ‘1, a8 published by the French 
government, when compared with the letter 4 
of the same: date in the’ official papers on | 
the table (p. 95.) He wished to know whe- : ! 
ier there had bee ‘a passage similar to L- 
that “extraordinary interpolation in any 
letter received’ by Mr. Fox from M. Tal- 
leyrand, aud also whether any answer had | 
_ been réturned ‘by Mr. [ox to that letter. 
The next object of the iiformation he de- 
‘sired was the letter No. from’ M. -'Tal- 
leyrand, dated March 5, ‘as it appeared in 
the papers before ‘the house. This was : 
evidently an ‘extract from: the letter re- 

Geived by “Mr. Fox; and it struck him that 

it would be éxtremely desirable, previous = 
to, the discussion of ‘the papérs, that, the 
‘house should be in possession of the whole; 
Of this document. “(Qf this be was so con- 7 
vincéd, that if the noble lord should not be 4 
ving bys, reasons until he should come to| 
make the motion. ‘Tiiis ‘letter, was 
‘Aware, was a privaté one; but. as it had 
been made the’ channel of comrhunication 
“upon: thé Felations of the two coubtries, | 


4 
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; necessary for the perfeet elucidation of that 


important subject. He rose therefore to 
answer the various topics of enquiry that 
had been touched upon by the hon, and 
Jearned gent. If he should not be able to 
answer them ip the order in which they 
had occurred, .or should omit to notice any 
particular question, he bad only to beg of 
the learned gent. to remind bim of the 
omission, and he should endeavour to sa- 
tisfy the enquiry. The first question of the 
hon. and learned gent. was, whether there 
was any passage in any other letter from 
M. Talleyrand, similar to the very extra- 
ordinary interpolation, which appeared in 
the publication by the French government. 
is answer to this was, that there was not, 
in any letter received from M. Talleyrand, 
» any passage bearing the most distant refe- 
Fence to the interpolation alluded to. ‘To 
the next question, which related to the ex- 
tract, No, 3, he had only to answer, that 
~ the whole of the contents of that letter, 
which could throw any light upon the_ ne- 
-gociation, had been published; and here 


he could not but observe, that the publi-. 


cation of the French government had ren- 

_ dered it unavoidable to publish several do- 
cuments, that it would not otherwise be 
regular to insert'in such a collection. As 
to the enquiry, whether there had been any 
private letter from Mr, Fox in answer to 
the letter of the 5th of March, he could 

~ pot answer, he did not know, and should 
“make enquiry; but he rather thought that 
some such answer might have been sent. 
The next question of the learned gent. 
was, whether any communication had been 
made by this government to lord Yarmouth, 
evious to his leaving France. To this 
ee should answer, nene, most certainly not, 
consistently with his knowledge. As to 

- the date of lord Yarmouth’s communica- 
tion’ with M. Talleyrand, he could not 
recisely answer; byt as that noble lord 
left Paris on the 23d of May, it must have 
been previous to that day. The noble 
lord, in consequence of having been obli- 
ged to come round. by Morlaix, did not 
arrive till the 4th of June, and his conimu- 
nication must have been made to Mr. Fox’ 
in a very few days after his arrival. It had 
been made on the 7th or 8th, verbally, and 

it had, afterwards been deemed necessary 
_ to have it reduced to writing, when it- was 
thought advisable to send back lord Yar- 

_ ‘mouth to Paris, upon receiving an account 
. of the intention, of the Russian cabinet to 
send a minister to that city, in order to 
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have an opportunity of communicating 
witb M. d’Oubril. As to the intervening 
circumstances, stated by lord Lauderdale, 
that enabled his majesty to enter into a se- 
parate negociation, the learned gent, must 
be aware, that M. d’Oubril had concluded 
a separate treaty on the 20th of July, and 
that such a circumstance released ys from 
the obligation of not treating separately, . 
Until it could be known whether it would 
or would not be ratified, it was to be con. 
sidered the act of the Russian government, 
and we could not have had any moral cer. 
tainty that the cabinet of St, Petersburg 
would refuse to ratify that treaty, As he 
had not been prepared for this question, 
this was all that he could at present answer; 
he did not mean, however, to say, that 
there might not have ‘been other sufficient 
reasons. The next question of the learned 
gent. respecting the detailed communica. 
tions in the correspondence between the 
secretary. of state’s office and lords Yar- 
mouth and Lauderdale, with regard to the 
efforts for the restitution of Naples to his 
Sicilian majesty, he should answer, by say- 
ing, that they bad laid all the documents 
before the house, which they looked upon 
a3 necessary, to enable them to form a 
complete judgment upon the case. There 
were not inany more documents, but those 
that had not been produced were of such 
a confidential nature, and upon the subject 
of the views of his rnajesty’s government, 
that it was not thought discreet or wise to 
publish them, especially as such publica- 
tion might affect a future negociation. The 
last point upon which the learned gent. had 
desired information was with respect to 
the terms on which lord Lauderdale was 
authorized to treat for Russia. The terms 
had been confidentially communicated to 
his majesty’s government, and consequently 
they had not considered themselves at li- 
berty to publish them. ‘But he could have 
no difficulty in stating, what must appear 
on the face of the papers, that the terms on 
which Russia proposed to treat, as stated 
in the projét of count Budberg, were that 
Sicily should be confirmed to his Sicilian 
‘majesty, and that Dalmatia should be eva- 


points to which the learned gent. had ad- 
verted, and on these points he had endea- 
vouret! to satisfy hig enquiries. The learn- 
ed gent. had undoubtedly a right to call 
for explanation on any point that might 
seem to him to want illustration, relative 


to.the rupture of the negociation; but the 


’ 


cuated by the French. These-were all the , 


‘ 
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_ ty; it might be an allusion to something 


.., you are pacifically disposed, you know 
where to find the basis upon which to ne- 


could assure the house, on his part, that it 
was his most anxious desire to. put: the 
house in possession of every document. 
that could, consistently with a sense of 
public duty, be produced in order to enable 
them to form a correct judgment on this 

r. Perceval admitted the statement of 
the noble lord to be satisfactory upon this 
point, as well as upon most of the other 
points upon which he had called far in- 
formation. But until this statement had 
been made, they had no means of know- 
ing what were the terms upon which Rys- 
sia proposed to treat. However, as the 
communication: had been made to the 
French. government, he cid not think there 
could be much impropriety in producing 
it to the house, But he would not press 
this farther, .The statement. in lord 
Lauderdgle’s note, appeared to him to re- 
fer to something that had occurred pre- 
vious to the signature of the separate trea- 


that ‘had been previously communicated. by 
the court of Russia. There was one 
point upon which the noble lord’s state- 
ment was not satisfactory to his mind, and 
therefore be should feel himself bound to 
submit a motion to the house upon the 
subject. Ifthe house would permit him, 
he would then state the grounds upon 
which he. meant to bring the motion for- 
ward, This course would save the time 
of the house, and prevent the necessity of 
his returning again to the subject, The 
two governments appeared to him to be at 
present at issue upon a fact. -If there was 
any assertion in his majesty’s declaration: 
that was not. true, the ministers. who had 
advised the insértion of it, were guilty of a 
heinous offence by such conduct. Jt was 
necessary for the house to have every do- 
cument’ that could throw. any light. upon 
this point. In the extract.from M. Tal+ 
Jeyrana’s letter to Mr. Fox, itis stated, “ if 


gociate.” If this expression referred to the 
extract from Buonaparte’s . speech, it 
could not mean the uti possidetis; but the 
peace of Amiens. He wished therefore 
to know whether there was any passage in 
the remainder of the letter which referred 
to the basis uti possidetis. (There was ano 

ther reason why he wished for the produc- 
tion of that letter, arising out of the na- 
ture of the transaction. It was with pecu- 
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correspondence: carried on- during @ 
between the minister of the enemy, and 
a secretary of state, Besides, in the, answer — 
to the letter from which the extract is ta- 
ken, it appears that an apology is made 
for having submitted avy .part-of it to his 
majesty. If any part of it ought. to have © 
been so submitted, the wholeought. And 
what opinion should the house entertain of 
a private communication, where such an > 
apology was necessary for laying any part. 
of it before his majesty ? They were told, 
the letter was private; but he insisted, 
the house ought to be jealous of such come . 
munications, and contended, that the 
whole of the letter ought to be called for, | 
On these grounds he moved, that an 
ble address be presented to his majesty, 
that he would be. graciously pleased. to 
give directions, that the whole of the said 
letter should be laid before the house. 
Lord Howick observed, that if, after the 
manner in which he bad assured the learn- 
ed gent., that the whole of the letter that 
had any reference to the. negociation had 
been produced, he should still persist in his 
motion, he should not object to it. He 
doubted, however, whether the mode adopt+ 
ed by the Jearnedgent. was the proper one 
to-attain his object. This letter was not - 
preserved in any of the public offices. How- 
ever, there could be no doubt that a do- 
cument in the possession of his majesty’s 
servants would be produced, if his ma- 
jesty should lay his.commands upon him 
for that purpose.. To: the whole of the 
doctrine laid down bythe learned gent. asta © 
the heinous nature o€ the offence, if his 
majesty’s ministers were to.introduce any 
false assertion into a:declaration bearing: 
his majesty’s signature, he fully subscri+ . 
bed. But when his. majesty’s ministers 
laid papers -before the house, they were - 
bound upon their responsibility to lay the 
whole that bore any reference to the case. 
He took that occasion to repeat, what. he 
us expressly declared before, that the whole ~ 
of the remainder of that letter had.no re- - 


ciation. - When he said this, he meant 
uone that he knew of. He could not tell 
what reference: to that overture might - 
discovered by the ingenuity of the gentle- 

men opposite in the expressions of civility, 
which it. might be found to contain, but he 
could positively assert, that it. contained — 
no direct reference whatever to that sub- 
ject. As to the other ground upon which 
the learned gent. had thought proper to _ 


liar jealousy that house ought to view a 


ference whatever to the overture for nego> 
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rest his motion, he could not discover any 


weight init. “When the-learned gent: had 
argued, that that hou’e.should regard with 


jealousy a correspondence:conducted under 
such circumstances, did ‘the learned gent. 


_ fean to say, that there was any thing -cri- 


minal-in the expressions of reciprocal ci-, 
wility that appeared these communica- 
tions? Did he ‘mean to say, that, when 
such a correspondence had taken place, it 
was reprehensible in persons who had for- 
merly been acquainted, to recall some of the 
feelings of past: intimacy, and give way to 
friendly enquiries respecting mutual con- 
nections and acquaintances? Did he mean 
to assert, that. it was criminal in persons 


_ under such circumstances, to cultivate ‘a 


disposition of mutual conciliation, with the 
desirable view of. finally accommodating 
the differences between the two nations? 
He had stated before, that this letter: con- 
tained nothing relative to the case before 
the house, and it would be for the house 
to decide, whether it should be produced. 
Of. one thing he was clearly satisfied, that 
there was not, in any letter or document 
written by the illustrious person now no 
more, (Mr. Fox) a single expression 
that in the slightest degree committed the 


honour or dignity of.bis sovereign. He 


had but one word more to add by way of 
explanation: He admitted that the pas- 
sage, quoted by the learned gent. from 
thenote of lord Lauderdale, would seem 
to..refer ‘to something antecedent to the 
signature .of the treaty.of M. d’Oubril. 
It might have arisen. from some inaccuracy 
in the language.of the note, but certainly 
nO communication -relative to a separate 
negociation-had been sent by his majesty’s 
ministers ‘until after the signature of the 
treaty of July.20, It was, previously to 
that event, proposed that Russia and Great 
Britain ‘should - treat ‘provisionally with 
France, ‘that the two treaties should go on 
together, and that neither should be signed 
entil»both were brought to a conclusion. 
The-circumstance might possibly have ari- 
sen from the communication from the court 
of Russia, that '‘M. d’Oubril was to be sent 
to Paris. 


Canaiig-observed, ‘that the fact at 


issue-between the two governments was 
not. with ‘to the first overture, but 
to the basis of négociation. His ‘majesty’s 
Heclaration stated, that the overture on the 
basis of the wtépossidetis came from France. 

e overture contained in the letter which 
his learned friend moved for, referred to 


the basis of the treaty of Amiens. it 
was also to be observed that the French go- 
vernment had uniformly throughout de- 
nied having acceded to the basis of the uti 
possidetis.. The question, therefore, to be 
ascertained was, whether France had at 
any time, and if she had, when, consent- 
ed'to that basis. On the face of the pa- 
pers there did not appear any basis but the 
treaty of Amiens, to have been proposed 
by the French government ; whereas bis 
majesty’s declaration positively asserted, 
that the first overture had come from 
France to negociate on the basis of actual 
possession. The noble Jord, therefore, 
could not but be sensible of the necessity 
of setting this variance right, because, 
though the French government had shuffled 
on almost every other subject, they had ‘wnis 
formly held out on this. Upon ‘this fact, 
therefore, the two governments were com~ 
mitted, and he must say, that the declara. 
tion was not borne out by the papers, 
He could not conceive how this could be 
got over, if no other documents could be 
produced, unless perhaps it should be said 
that there was no negociation, till that se- 
cond negociation commenced when lord 
Yarmouth was sent over. He thought it 
essential that every document should be 
produced, that could throw any light upon 
this subject, because he thought every other 
part of the negociation comparatively un- 
important. Upon the decision of this fact, 
as to the basis of the negociation, it ap- 
peared to him that the faith of the two go- 
vernments would stand or fall; and there- 
fore he was of opinion, that every light 
should be afforded to the house upon the 
subject. 

Lord Howick stated that there were cer- 
tainly no papers that could be produced in 


mally by the French government. That fact 
however was established in the communica- 
tions with the French government, and 
clearly supported by the authority of lord 
Yarmouth’s word. He had no objection 
to rest the whole of the case on the papers 
then on the table, and he felt no -appre- 
hension, that when the subject should come 
to be discussed on Monday, he should 
prove by arguments founded on these pa- 
pers, that every statement in his majesty’s 


cuments on the tuble. 

Mr. Canning didnot mean to insinuate 
that lord Yarmouth’s word was not a'suffie | 
cient-authority, but he would not: admit 


which the uti possidelis was recognized for- 


declaration was fully borne outby the 


{ 
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. the basis was supposed to be contained, 
"was correct or not. | 


assured the learned gentleman that no part 
ee remainder of the letter for which 


~ into it, he might, perhaps, have found 


- ment would come. All he wanted to know 


_ satisfied to take the argument upon the 


. begged to state to the house the reason 


.. Of the communication to Mr. Fox. 
letters that had 


companied with. private letters. In some 


"ease, it appeared to him that his word’ 


_be so anxious for information, that was 


3 on of the letter that related to the case, 
a 


_ find out thathis majesty’s present ministers 


‘had stated that there was no reference to 


_the-learned gent. in a former part of the 
posed of. That learned gent. had desired 
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that he had not a right to question whether. 
the interpretation of the words in which 


Mr. Sheridan rose just to make'a single 
observation. When his noble friend had 


had moved had any reference to the 


might have been taken. As to the point. 
upon which the learned gent. seemed to 


precisely the case that was to be discussed 
on Monday next. ' He was only surprized | 
that the learned gent. should have expect- 
ed to discover in some other part of the’ 
letter a basis different from that contained | 
in the part that has beenextracted. If the} 
learned gent. -had looked a little farther 


wherewith to satisfy his curiosity. All that. 


d been submitted to bis majesty, and. 
certainly there was no necessity for laying 
any more of it before parliament. , 

Mr. Perceval pleaded guilty to the ab- 
surdity charged upon him by the right hon. 
gent., if it was an absurdity to think to 


had done somethiiig wrong, for to that, and 
that only, the right hon. gentleman’s argu- 


was, whether there was any passage in the 
letter which referred to any other basis than 
the treaty of Amiens. As the noble lord 


any such basis contained in it, and the 
noble Jord had also declared, that he was 


papers, as at present before the house, he 
had no objection, with the permission of 
the house, to withdraw his motion. 

_ Lord Yarmouth begged leave to say a 
few words on something that had fallen from 


debate, befure the miotion should be dis- 


tobe informed whether he had received 
any communicativn from his ‘majesty’s. go- 
vernment before he left France. To this he 
bad to answer that he had not received 
any communication whatever. Here he 


why he had been selected to be the — 
rhe 
d between Mr. Fox 
and M. Talleyrand, bad usually been ac- 
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of these, Mr. Fox had strongly solicited 
his (lord Yarmouth’s) release from France 
where he had been detained as a prisonér 6 
war three years. Hehad not himself had the 
honour of being intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Fox, and for his kind exertions. to 
obtain his enlargement, he was indebted to 
good offices with that minister, from a 
quarter to which he must ever look with 
gratitude and respect. M, Talleyrand 
imagined, from the interest Mr. Fox had 
taken in this application, that the person 
for whom it was exerted would be most 
likely to possess his confidence, and there~ 
fore it had been that he was very properly 
selected from the other gentlemen, who 
were coming over at the same time, to be 
the bearer of the communication to Mr. 
Fox. M. Talleyrand always gave him to 
understand, that the actual state of pos- — 
session, subject to subsequent exchanges 
upon equivalents, was the basis of the ne- 
gociation. M. Talleyrand had also often 
stated to him, that the basis of the treaty 
of Amiens would be .a source of endless 
quarrels; and that the status quo ante 
bellum would be liable to the same objec- 
tion, and that therefore the state of actual 
possession, subject to exchanges upon just 
equivalents, was the only basis that could 
lead to any solid peace. He had also 
been the bearer of dispatches to France, 
and when he returned to Paris, the French 
government continued to consider the state 
of actual-possession as the basis of the ne- - 
gociation, until some circumstances, which 
it was not necessary to detail to: the house, 
led them to depart from it, and then they 
objected to it, as,if we wanted to make 
the basis the treaty.—After a few words 
from Mr. Perceval, the motion'was allowed 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, December 31. 

[Minures.] ‘This day -the house met, 
conformably to adjournment.—It was 
dered, on the motion of lord Walsingham, 
that no petitions for private bills be rew 
ceived after the 27th of February fext, 
Also, that no reports from. the- Judges, 
upon petitions for private bills be ‘recei- 
ved after the first day after the Easter ree 
cess.—Mr. Hobhouse brought zp from the 
commons a bill for amending and explain- 
ing the act for regulating the Trial of Con- 
tested Elections,—Mr. Johnson, from the 
office of the secretary of state for Ireland, 
presented the 32d Report of the Irish Com- 
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missioners of Accounts, which was ordered. 
to be printed, 


_. OF COMMONS, 

Wednesday, Decémber 3t. 

-[{Mrnvres.] Mr. Jobnson, from the chief 
secretary’s Office, presented the 32d Report 
of the commissioners of Accounts in Ireland, 
which was ordered to be laid on the table,and 
printed.—On the motion of Mr. Parnell, it 
was ordered, That there be laid before this 
house, an:Account of the sums levied by 
Grand Juries of the several counties in 


Ireland, respectively, for 4 years, from}. 


Jan. 1, 1803, distinguishing each year and 
_ each assize ; and distinguishing the sums 
levied for the Militia, from those levied for 
other purposes, together with an account 
of the rate per acre on the county at large, 
of the sum.levied in each county in each 
year. — Mr. Fellowes moved, ‘That the; 
order made on the 8th day of July in the 
last session of the last parliament, ‘ That 
there be prepared a copy of the return or 
returns made to the Privy Council by every 
Archbishop and Bishop of the names of 
every Dignity, Prebend, Benefice, Dona- 


tive, Perpetual Curacy, and Parochial] - 


Chapelry,+ within their respective dioceses, 
or subject to their respective jurisdictions, 
and the names of the several persons pos- 
sessing the same, who shall not have re- 
sided thereon by reason of any exemption 
under or by virtue of the Act of 43 Geo. 
Hil, c. 84; and alsoof all the persons pos- 
sessing the same not having any such ex- 
exemption or licence, who shall not have 
resided on such Dignity, Prebend, Bene- 
fice, Donative, Perpetual Curacy, or Pa- 
rochial Chapelry, so far as the bishop is 
informed thereof, in order to the same 
being laid before the house early in the 
next session of parliament,” might be read; 
and the same being read, it was ordered 
_ that the said returns be laid before the 
house.—The following Election Petitions 
were presented, and fixed for considera- 
tion, viz. Two from Downpatrick Bo- 
rough, complaining, on the part of J. W. 
Crkel Esq. and the Electors in his in- 
terest, of the return of E.S. Ruthven, esq. 
to be considered on Thursday, Feb. 12.— 
Liskeard, on the part of Capt. Tomlinson, 
to be considered on Tuesday, Feb. 17.— 
On the motion of Mr, Vansittart, it was 
ordered that there be laid before the house 
an account of the Exchequer Bills vut- 
standing, under the act of last session 


‘Slave Trade. 


for. raising 10,500,000/. on 
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bills.—Lord Temple brought in a bill to 
indemnify the regraters of Oak Bark: from 
certain vexatious penalties imposed by ah 
act of James I. and for repealing that part . 
of the said act; which was read a first - 
time, and ordered to be read a second - 
time to-morrow.—Mr, Calcraft presented — 
the estimates of the Ordnance Service for 
the year 1807, and gave notice that he 
would move them this day se’nnight in the 
committee of supply. The estimates were | 
ordered to be printed. - mee 


HOUSE OF LORDS.” 
- Thursday, January 1, 1807. 

[Minures.] Mr. Parkhurst, secretary 
to the Cargatic commissioners, presented 
the first report:of that board, which was 
ordered to lie ‘on the table,-—The Election 
Trial bill was read a second time and 
committed.—The lord Chancellor said, he 
was authorized by his noble friend (lord 
Grenville) to give notice that the noble 
lord intended to presént to the house the | - 
next day, a bill for the Abolition of the 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, January 1, 1807. 
{Mrvvurtes.] Mr. Parkhurst, from -the 


commissioners for liquidating the Carnatic 


debis, presented their first report to the 
house, which was ordered to lie on the. 

table, and to be printed.—Mr. Vansittart 
presented an account of Exchequer Bills 
outstanding and unprovided for. Ordered 
to lie on the table.—He then gave notice _ 
that he would the next day in the com- 
mittee of supply, move for an issue of 
Exchequer. Bills: —On Mr. Vansittart’s 
moving that the Oak Bark regrating in-- 
demnity bill be read a second time, lord 
Folkestene, ‘although he had himself ne 
objection to the bill, yet, as it would 
aflect the interests of many individuals in — 
the country, he trusted the hon. gent. — 
would not press it through the house be- 
fore those individuals could learn the nas 
ture of the provisions in which they were — 
interested. Mr. Vansittart acquiescing, 

though at the same time declaring that it 
was indispensable that no great delay 
should take place, the second reading was - 
postponed to Monday.—Petitions were. pre- 
sented against the returns for the following _ 
places:—Sudbury. The ground of com- 
plaint in the petition was treating. Ore 


dered to be taken into consideration on’ — 


Tuesday, the 17th of February. Rochester. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 953} PARL. DEBATES, Jan, 1, 1807.—Resolutions relating to Private Bills. [254 


“This was a petition, by certain electors, 
against Mr, Barnett, on the ground of 
treating. To be taken into consideration 
on the 19th of February, Newcastle under 
Line. This petition to be taken into con- 
sideration on the 19th of February. Glas- 
gow, Renfrew, &c. &c. This was a petition 
‘by Mr, Boyd Alexander against Archibald 
Campbell, esq. Ordered. to be taken into 
consideration on the 17th of March, County 
of Mayo. The grounds of this petition 
were, the. improper interference of the 
_marquis of Sligo and the sheriff, and the 
admission of illegal votes. ‘To be taken into 
consideration 6n the 24th of February.— 
Malmsbury. There were two petitions, one 
‘from the unsuccessful candidates, and 
another from certain burgesses. Both or- 
dered to be tuken iuto consideration on the 
26thof Feb. Wick, &c. in Caithness. Pe- 
tition from Sir John Sinclair. Ordered to 
be taken into consideration on the 20th of 

_ Feb. Colchester. Petition from some elec- 

~ tors. To be considered on the 3d of 
March. Great Yarmouth. Petition from 
certain electors, To be considered on the 
$d of’ March. Linlithgow, &c. &e. Peti- 
tion on the ground of bribery and corrup- 
tion. At the suggestion of lord Howick, 
this, for the purpose of forwarding the 
business, was also ordered to be taken into 
consideration on the 3d of March. Hythe. 
This petition to be taken into considera- 
tion on Thursday, the 5th of March.—Mr. 
Whitbread gave notice that he would the 

_ hext day move, that the order for taking 
Jhto consideration the Thetford petition 
Should be rescinded, for the purpose of ap- 


ointing a more distant day.—Mr. Adam 


~ moved, that the order for taking into con- 
sideration the Linlithgow petition should 
rescinded, for the purpose of appointing 
amore distant day. ‘This had been done 
in another case of the same nature from 
Scotland, ‘The Speaker said, that this 
would leave a vacancy on the 3d of March, 
and if there was any objection to the mo- 
tion, a notice must be given. Lord How- 
ick thought the reason perfectly sufficient, 
and therefore there could be no objection. 

_ Mr. Johnstone thought that he would be 
in acting with the same severity 
here, as had been used towards him on a 
“former occasion. “However he would not 
ave objected, had it not been that it was 
unfair to ee any alteration in this case 
while one of the parties was absent.—Mr. 
Adam then gave a notice uf \ue motign for 


the bext day. 


[RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO PRIVATE 
Bitts.] Lord Howick rose pursuant to 
notice, to propose certain regulations with 
respect to Private Bills. The utility of the 
purpose which he had in view was so ob- 
vious, that he need not troublé the house 
at any length on the subject. The house 
was aware that it was the practice to fix a 
certain day, beyond which, private peti- 
tions could not be presented. This was 


done, he apprehended, on this principle, 


that all the bills might be passed within the 
session. This principle, however, had been 
defeated by the latitude allowed with re- 
spect to the time of bringing forward bills 
on these petitions. His object, therefore, 
was merely to complete the principle which 
the house had already adopted. In addi- 
tion to what had been done, he proposed 
to fix the last day for presenting bills upon 


the petitions, and also the last day for re= 


ceiving the reports of these bills. He held 
in his hand a paper which shewed that the 
number of private bills presented towards 
the close of the session, had been for 
some years past increasing; and last year 
particularly, it appeared that, out of 204 
bills, no Jess than 31 had been presented 
after the king’s birth-day, and 78 reported 
upon. This was far beyond what could 
be allowed in consistency with the conve- 
nience of the house and of particular 
members. The last Friday of February 
was the day beyond which private petitions 
were not at present allowed to be pre- 
sented. He thought that the parties would 
have abuidant time to prepare the bills be- 
fore the 26th of March, and therefore he 
would propose that this should be fixed as 
the last day for receiving private bills. 
This would be no inconvenience, as, it 
cases of inclosures and agricultural bills, 
notices were fixed on the church doors be 
the months of August and September, and 
in others, notices were given during the 
same months at the quarter sessions and in 
the county papers. Every person con- 
cerned, therefore, would have full time 
to make up his mind, and to be prepared 
before Easter. But this would be as nu- 
gatory as the former order had been fouind 
to be, unless a day was fixed, beyond 
which the reports on these bills could not 
be received. At presént, five. days inclu- 
sive intervened between the first and se- 
cond readings, The bills were generall; 
committed on the eighth day from the 
time of their being brought forward. He 


[thought that the might very well 
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e Made within six or eight weeks from 
same time, 80 as to enable the lords 
to pass the bills before the birth-day. He} 
would, therefore, propose that the 11th 
of May should be the last day for recei- 
ving reports upon private bills. Some 
ater delay might be allowed in cases of 
rish bills. But. though 21 days must in-| 
tervene between the first and second read- 
ings. of such. bills, he still thought that 
they might very well be brought within} 
this general rule. But the house, in adopt- | 
ing 2 general tule, did not give up its dis- 
cretion. , Even at present, the standing 
order of the house was dispensed with in 
cases of notiges upon special cause being 
shewn. But at the same time it would be 
important to adhere to the general rule, 
except in very particular cases; for its utility } 
would be destroyed, if itshould be once un- 
derstood that it could be dispensed with on 
slight grounds. It would be of great conve- 
nience to the parties and to the members, es- 
eciallymembers ofcounties,that the private 
be completed with all pos- 
sible dispatch. He concluded by moving, 
« That the order, fixing the ‘last Friday of 
February as the last. day on which private 
petitions should be.received be read, that 
the 26th of March should be appointed as 
the last day-for receiving private bills, that 
the 11th.of May should be fixed as the last 
day for receiving reports upon these bills, 
and that an order should be made for pro- 
mulgating these resolutions, that every one 
might.have due notice of them.” They 
were only resolutions for the present. year, 
and matter of experiment. If they should 
be found useful and practical, they might 
Jhereafter be settled as orders. He had the 
concurrence of the country gentlemen, and 
of those who might be supposed to be best 
- gequainted with: the subject and most in- 
terested in it, and therefore, he presumed, 
here onuld be no serious objection to the 
resolutions which he proposed. 

_Mr observed, that as the 
noble Jord had the concurrence of the 
county members, and of, those who were 
best acquainted with the subject, he had no 
wery great objection to these propositions. 
But he must. say, at the same time, that 

they were what.a right hon. friend of the 
moble lord’s (Mr. Windham), had charac- 
terized as measures of unnecessary legisla- 
ion. The grounds stated by the noble 
ord did act bear,him out. He 
ad not proved that any. oa, inconve- 

§ accumu- 


Hating after the birth day, for, last year, par- 


liament had sat long after that time, and 
decided matters of the highest im- 
portance. He apprehended too that the | 
adoption of these resolutions might be 
very inconvenient both to. the agents and - 
the parties. 
Mr. Bragge Bathurst dissentedcompletely 
from the opinion of the hon. gentleman 
who spoke last. This was not a measure of 
unnecessary legislation, It was only, ag 
the noble lord had stated, following up the | 
principle which had already been adopted 
by the house. It was not a-matter of le. 
prletion at all, but of regulation only, 
The adoption of the resolutions, he con- 
tended, would be attended with great con. - 
venience both to the parties and to. parti. . 
cular members, as well as to the house, . 
Parties could not force their agents to . 
come to the house within a particular time; 
and with regard to the expences.of such 
delays, they were completely in the hands 
of these agents. The house, therefore, 
ought to assist them and enable them to | 
obtain justice with as little expence, and» 
with as much dispatch as possible. = 
~ Mr. Fuller highly approved of the reso- 
lutions, as- they might be the njeans of - 
shortening the session, and prove very . 
convenient to the country gentlemen, and 
to those who did not come to the house to 
make their fortunes. 
Mr. fellowes agreed. that they would be 
very convenient. He himself had .often ° 
felt the great inconvenience attending the - 
delays that took place in cases of private 
bills, and. thought that the house was under — 
great obligations to the nable lord for — 
having turned his attention to the subject, ~ 
He suggested the propriety of having the . 
private bills enumerated in the votes, and — 
the days in which they‘ came on, that, mem- 
bers might have the earliest and most aur” 
tbentic notice on that poiut. This he ~ 
merely threw out as a suggestion for the 
consideration of his lordsip,. | 
Mr. Johnstone, observing upon the point 
of shortening the: session, asked whether — 
the noble lord was diffident as to the num- ~ 
ber and sentiments of. his friends, ace be 
betrayed so much anxiety to get rid of ra 
_Lord Howick replied, that he only, felt ” 
anxious to promote the conyenience of 
the house and of the parties. Suppose 
that from what happened last year, that 
members should expect that 78 of 
private bills might be. received after the 


resulted-from those 


birth-day, the consequence would be, that, 
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to be printed. 


day for the next motion; in the mean time 


_ object of that address was to learn how far 


‘thought, therefore, that their lordships 


if the public business could be soon finish- 
éd, parliament must either sit to pass these 
private bills or they must be lost, and all 
the expence attending them would be to no 
purpose. As to his anxiety about dismiss« 
ing his friends, he wished that, ona former 
occasion, an opportunity had been given 
of shewing the sense of the house, and he 
hoped that the hon. gent.would take the 
earliest opportunity of doing so.—The re- 
solutions were then agreed to, and ordered. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, January 2. 

{Suave Tnave.] Lord Grenville brought 
in abill for abolishing the Slave Trade, which 
was read a firsttime. His lordship then rose 
to move, that the bill be printed, and took 
that opportunity of observing, that no person 
could be more sensible than he was of the 
great importance of the measure now sub- 
mitted to the house, and of the propriety of 

iving full time for its due consideration. 

e therefore informed their lordships, that 
heintended to give about a fortnight’s notice 
before be should move the second. reading. 
When the printed copies of the bill were 
on the table, he should propose to fix a 


he moved, that the bill be printed. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that he thought 
it necessary to call the wttention of the 
house to the proceedings of the last session 
of parliament, on the subject now under 
consideration. It would be recollected 
that a Resolution was then come to, for 
an address to his majesty, which was nearly 
in the same terms as the preamble of the 
bill the noble lord had introduced. The 


ed to concur in 


other powers were dis 
lave trade. He 


the abolition of the 


ought to be put in possession of any 
correspondence which might have taken 
place with other governments in con- 
sequence of that addresse Whether there 
had been any communications between his 
majesty’s governmetit and the governnrents 
of other courtries on this:subject or not, 
patliament ought to be made acquainted 
with the fact. He should not press any 
motion on this tepic at present, but it was 
one which ought to be explained when 
their lordships proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill. fon on 

“Lord Eldon thought that some explana . 


tion was necessary respecting the 7 
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the bill, It was called a bill for enhes 
the Slave trade. But did the noble lor 
mean that it should go to the abolition of 
the Slave Trade in general, both in the West 
Indies and on the coast of Africa; or was 
it the African Slave frade only that was 
meant to be abolished? It was his firm 
opinion, that even the African Slave Trade 
could not be abolished, unless the mea< 
sures taken by this government were con- 
curred in by other powers. This appear- 
ed to liave been the opinion of parliament 
in the last session, when the address al- 
luded. to by his noble friend was voted. 

Letd Grenville repeated, that he was 
sensible of the high importance of the sub< 
ject to be discussed, but he was also, in his 
frown mind, convinced that the time was 
now arrived when no solid objection could 
be offered to the abolition of the traffic in 
slaves on the coast of Africa. On this 
question he believed there was, generally 
speaking, but very little difference of opi- 
nion in this country; but this was not the 
day on which it-was to be discussed. Be< 
fore the day for the second reading should 
be fixed, he intended not only to give such 
notice as the other orders of the house re« 
quired, but such as the peculiar importance 
of the subject itself demanded. Whether 
we were to continue the African Slave 
trade, because there were difficulties in 
the way of abolishing it in the West Indies, 
or whether we were to practise a great 
enormity, because other’ persons in other 
countries might not choose to abandon ity 
the house was net then called upow to de- 
cide. The only question at present be« 
fore their lordships was, whether this bill 
should be'printed. He did not therefore 
think it necessary to enter into the consi-< 
deration of topics, the discussion of which, 
at this moment, could serve no purpose 
but that of delay. 

Lord Eldon remarked, in explanation, 
that he had intimated no wish for delay. 
No such sentiment had ever at any time 
fallen from his lips as a desire to procrasti- 
nate the determination of the house ou 
this important subject, He had only call- 
ed upon the troble lord to state, whether, 
by the bill for abolishing the Slave trade, 
he meant the African Slave trade, or the 
trade in general. The noble lord, he under« 
stood, had admitted that the bill was to. 
éxtend to the African trade only. He 
thought, however, that their lordships 
‘would, upon consideration, find thet this 
of proceeding was impracticable, 
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that, if, they pe d}will nevertheless be perceived ‘by your 
frade on the coast 0 lordships, that there are several omissjqns: 


Rlic 2 inthe omissions, which could not he 
the ab Withont injury to this country or 
the Islan pur allies, It must be evident, that 
Gros hjs angigus | the instructions. given to oor minister for 
to see t in human the regulation of his conduct during the 
4 ort  abolig negosiation with which be was intrusted, 
ch that he | cguldnot he given amongst these documents; 
without the risk of i injuyy to our interestse 
becanse: ed ‘To reveal the instructions given to a minis« 
form, and wished} ter employed to negociate a peace, must 


inecessarily reveal the value which we set 
Upon possessions Or upon cessions, and the 
motives which gctyate the government in 
consenting te giye up, or desiting to’ re- 
tain the One, Qt to insigt upon the other: 
'@ species of information, which it is evis 
highness Would |dent must be of inestimable: advantage to 
inst take the of observing, that he the enemy... It is ‘not merely, however, 
ad. freque given, bis. opinion on that] with respect to qurselves that. it becomes 
question sings Lehad had a seat] important to. omit certain documents, bak 
patlament, opipion was well | also, with @ yisw, to the interests of our ale 
wn to the bause and to the public, His}lies, Is is not enough that the publication 
“Sentiment s, he assured eir Jordships, still of documents and papers will not be inju- 
Tene upaltered, and it would require| rious to yourselves; but you have no right) 
very aise and very unegpected arguments |to set np that as an argnment for a publi- 
‘indeed to chapge bis mind | cation, which may send to reveal something 
$9 maturely | the knowledge of which by en enemy may: 
consider be injusious ta your ally. The forms of 
and to be our constitution require in certain cases the 
ny! he | publication of the documents which have 


sequent sta a ‘or the same 

ver, other 
he 13 “fit to ike 
syject 9 the raf 


to reserve ntil the spb, 
l, 


for passed between our government and that 
to take, into considera: |of a foreign state, aud if an inconvenience 
the, Pap late, Nego- 


to. aurselyes. sometimes arises from 
paactices it is qverbalanced by the 
resulting from that but: you 
have no. sight to set up, the forms of your 
constitution, as a reason for publishing what 
mayitend to. injure. your ally. Conceiving, 
'| therefore, that the omissions in these pas 
} bers, are fully justified, and, that the. papers, 
themselyes. are sufficiently ample to, give, 
every. informagion relatiya. to. the negociar 
FAs I shal nok enter; into a detail, which 

§ already. in your, lardships* po 

ig to mone to. his mae, 


with Era 
ond oke asfollows: 
duty to moye your to a 
o not think it ~~ to, enter, into, 
lly. ane amply, befpre, youn} i 
‘able by means of the papers on the]! 
€ are in your sj 
lordeb hips. hands, arg d more am- 
ple than! pave, beep parliament, 
any. former oggasion nar, 
ture, certainly more so in 
Téppecting which, it hag formerly, been my: my. 
present to lament It 
would not, ..perhaps, have, been advisable fa 
ese. papers should be in to the.¢ 
had it, not been, tor the very fambitious. views of and 
equally, correct statement} ourselues. to. exesy, effort, to 


~ 


| 
| 


frtrquility, 


flotide OF the lediding 
the which thé 
eubjeet of our 'Tfieré Gai be 
no ‘Woubt that peace was desiravte, if 
péacé Cduld be obtained witli 
and thé intéreses 6f 
always Be desitititd to put an 
to thé calamitiés Of War, dnd evéry 
dctadted by edlifhtétied yieWs df 
policy Will neééssarily corisidéf the prosé- 
dition of wat as'the méans of ObEdining ad 
@ secure, und d 
pilite + Which shall 
fist the of war, dud saféty fh 
fie Of it in thé event bf its 
Theré may bé casts in a nation, 
by views of sdund polity, may 
thé piirposé Of 
beats’ év 
If we’ 166k Back to’ treaties of 
# BY thts county. 
that though, of coutsé, they coula 
be Cofisitleréd ay pefniliient, yet that 
produded & considerdble interval of 
which might ther 
Bé fairly upon, dnd which, inas- 


it served to récriit atid inetéase 


fhe resources of tlie country, wad worth 
Sacrifices to obtain. this view 


OF thé’ stibjéct; dtid With thé Mdral cértain- 


fy Of obtaining’ cotigiderable intérval of 
tYaiqdillity, valuable sacrificés, do not 
Hieaiy nfevely valuablé'in point of finance, 
Of comiuiétte, or of révenue, but valuable 
pdint Of strétigth, might consistently 
With sound policy and be 
fof thé purpose of dbtdining d treaty of 
peice. But thosé who consider the state 
6f Europe’ for 6 yéats, or I may say for 13 
OF ¥4' years past; must be convinéed that 
the¥é Was'1id rational hope’ of atiy éonside- 
rable interval: of tratiquillity following’ 4 
treaty’ of p&acé with France. Ft becanié 
theréforé ah dbjett ini’ this négotidtidti, fo 
sek out an’ équi¥alént to sét up‘ against 
fhét-watit of which’ must at- 


any peace’ mde’ undér stich’ 


Valuable’ sacrifices could bé 
an’ ufistable dtd’ 
Twas théréfore, my’ lords, of 
upon whielt we ought to treat with 
alice, wad that of dttual possession. We 
madd several coriquests® by 
Mdaris'df oui maritirie’ * whilst 


| a peace, | 
ary promisé of being pérffia- | 


HOE be wih any 
prospect df to eith 

This, maritime an 


appeared £6 ttie to be thé only 
Basis oe 


ought {6 bé éstablished, under 


of a péacé con 
'guch ¢irc 


gore 


sactifices ought be’ made by this coun- 
tty, because they could not’ ensure to u 

sdféty against thé immedifite’ renewal of thé 
Wat. This was, thereforé, the basis which 
HT thought thé duly oné which ought to bé 
thé fouridation of a’tréaty of peace between 
this country and France, if such a treaty 
was to be attained, 4nd’ this also was thé 
opinion of thosé with whoin T had the ho- 
hour to act, amongst whom and myself thé 
gréatest and most perfect unanimity pre- 
vailed, previous td, ahd from the moment 
of, thé commencément of the négociation 
to its close, Diuriiig thé whole procedure 
of tliat negociation, the hour it bé« 
gan tifl the mioméut Of breaking’ off, we 
1a But one Spinion upon the subject, and 
dhanimously concurred in’ all thé steps 
tikén during its progress.” I have already 
observed that thé staté of actual possession 
Was thé basis Which appeared to his 

ministers to’ bé the fe and 

basis for our négéciation with France. It. 
will however, bé supposed, that a‘te-. 
gociation upon the basis of 

sidi, was to éxcludé a discussion of équi- 
given’ for’ cértata cessions té 
be‘agreéd upon: This is necessarily in- 
eluded négocidtion, taking for its basis 
the staté of actiial possession, inasmuch as 


Pride ‘great atid dot 
quest off ehecontine. Those conus 


‘ 


cotonia power, 20 ‘Tance a 
power, thére could be no reciprocity: 
cé8sion betWéen thé two’ powers, which 
(could in Afiy teiid to their mutual 
\advatitage. The conquests made by this 
could bé of ho use fo France, uns 
1888 she’ could becdnie’ § great commercial’ 
colonial power: the conquests made. 
by France could Be of fio Use to this coun-" 
try, aaléss shé could become a great cons 
Cour try and france, the Only Dasis upon 
took ae tlie’ on, basis on which it could | 
rafiohall y founded, viewing the relative 
situation of the tWO countries, regarding 
the situation of Europe, and the slen- 
cluded under | 
Ag any consi- 
dévablé interval of tranquillity, and for the 
attainment of which, thérefore, no valuable 
| 


— 
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states, which come to be. discussed in mas 
progress of such a negociation. This too 
is the more necessary where a negociation 
involves the interests of allies, the pro- 
curing for whom of advantages, of course 
e rise to a discussion as to the equiva- 

nts to be given, or the sacrifices to be 
made by the powers negociating, to pro- 


cure advantageous cessions for their re- 


spective allies. My lords, when his ma- 
jesty’s present ministers came into office, 
they found a treaty concluded by their 
predecessors with Russia, in which each 


- party bound itself not to conclude peace, 


without the consent of the other. I am 
not about to question the wisdom of 
such a treaty; on the contrary, I think it 
a wise measure. | am decidedly of opinion, 
that if what remains of Europe jg to be 
maintained, if Europe is to be recoyered, 
as I trust it will be recovered, it can onl 

be by a firm bond of union, strict 
liance between this country and the powers 
of the continent. When] declare that a 


wise treaty, in which one party cannot make 
_ peace without the consent of the other, I 


am not to have extreme cases put for the 
purpose of shewing that inconyepiencies 
may arise from such a stipulation. My 
auswer to such an argument is short—-that 
extreme ought not to’ pe put, Ex- 
treme cases tannot be included in, nor 
they to ebjection to, a general 
rule; they must be met and provided for 
on their own specific grounds, An extreme 
case may be put, that Russia might demand, 
as a conditjon of peace, that half the old 
French monarchy should be ceded to her; 
Jn that case, it is not to be supposed that 
this country would continue the war upon 
such a ground. Such extreme cases, how- 


ever, may be put out of the argument, 


aving no connection, in fact, with the 
broad and general principle on which such 
shape are concluded. Jt is not enough 
or this country merely to form an alliance 
with the powers of the continent, who 
themselves near the enemy, and subject to 
his immediate inroads, feel all the horrors 
pf war in the heart of their terrisories, 
whilst' we, free from all ‘fear of ‘participa- 
ting in t eit calamities, conceive ourselves 
at’ Jiberty to withdraw from ‘the contest 
and make peace whenever it sujts our con- 
venience. This is ne pi ich can 
ead to any practical good. The powers of 
the continent will not, under such g system, 
feel that community of interest which is 


pbeplutely necessary to cfiect any thing 
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Jagainst the enemy, J,et there be a stipula- 
tion that one party shall not make peace 
without the consent of the other, and then ~ 
there wil] be that community of interest, — 
ang that unity of action which in the pres 
sent circumstances of Europe are so abgo- 
lutely necessary to make head sgainst the 
enemy. Even, however, supposing that 
the treaty with Russia, to which | have 
just alluded, had not been wisely conclu, 
ded ; stillthe sacred engagement of the so- 
vereign having been giyen to Russia, his 
majesty’s mipisters were hoynd to act in 
compliance with the injunctions of that 
treaty, and to fulfil its conditjons. Thus, 
therefore, the negocjation cgmmenced in 
compliance with the injunctions of that 
treaty, and, at the same time, with those 
tviews with regard to our other allies, which 
were dictated hy justice gnd good faith, 
Amongst those ajlies were to be classed 
those to whom we were bound by treaty, 
and those to whom we were bound by the 
cireumstances which had og¢cusred during 
the war, and the situations in which they 
were placed, in consequence of the events — 
of that war. Of the former class of allies 
were Sweden and Portugal; and of the 
latter, Naples and the elector of Hanover; 
who, in this case, must be considered asa 
separate and distinct power, With respect 
to Sweden and Portugal, nothing more was 
required than to guarantee to those powers 
‘their state of actual possession; no con-+ 
quests having been made by them which it 
was necessary to cede, nor any thing taken 
from them respecting which it was ne» 
cessary to enter into discussion, The king 
of Naples stood in a different situation; 
he had unfortunately, like too many other 
continental states, been deprived, by the 
power of France, of all his dominions on 
the continent of Europe. My lords, | 
have no hesitation in saying, that I would 
have consented to make sacrifices not 
merely valuable in finance, in revenue, or 
in commerce, but even sacrifices of safety 
and of strength, to procure the restoration 
to the king of Naples of the kingdom of 
Naples; but no sacrifices that we could 
make, could have been an equivalent to 
France for the restoration of the kingdom © 
of Naples. It therefore necessarily became 
a discussion of equivalents, with the view 
of indemnifying the king of Naples for the 
loss of his kingdom somewhere else, With 
reg gc 'ta Sicily, the king of Naples was 
still in possession of thaf island, or rather, 
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Ow 


‘+d 
‘we 


‘ gontinent of Europe, he was, of course, 
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prave, and, as it has been proved, an in- 
wincible British army. . That army had en- 
tered the island with the consent of the 
king of Naples, who had received them 
there in the full confidence that they would 
defend it bravely and gallantly against the 
enemy, and at the same time jin the full 
petsuasion that the island would not be 
given up to the enemy. Would it not, 
therefore, have been an indelible disgrace 
to this country to have given up Sicily. to 
France upon their offer of an equivalent ? 
Was it for ug to traffic with Sicily, and to 
dispose of it, without the consent of its 
‘sovereign ? if the king of Naples chose to 
surrender his dominions for what he might 
consider @ guflicient equivalent, upon the 


at liberty to make such an exchange; but 
it was not for us to traffic with Sicily, and 
barter it away for any equivalent, without 
the consent of its sovereign.—With respect 
to Hanover, my lords, I feel some diffi- 
culty in addressing your lordships upon 
that topic, not that there is any doubt as 
to the clearness of the principle upon which 
pur negociation with respect to that elec- 
torate rests, or as to the injusti¢e com- 
mitted by the enemy upon the territories 


of that electorate, but from a doubt that 
from some perversion or djstortipn of what 
js clear and obyious, there should be an 
idea entertained that our beneficent sove- 
reign had for 3 moment wished to sacrifice 
any British interest to the re-attainment of 
Hanover, My his majesty, with 


that beneficence which has always charac- 
terized his reign, had not the remotest wish 
that the least British interest should be 
sacrificed for the purpose of obtaining the 
restoration of Hanover. But, my lerds, 
ihe restoration of Hanover to its sovereign 
was a point in which the hopopr of this 
country was deeply involved. Jt was said 
by a great statesman, now no more, after 

me remarks relative to Hanover, that if 

anover was invaded on account of its 
gonnection with this country, be would as 
soon fight for Hanover as for Hampshire, 
the honour of the country being equally 
involved in both cases. Hanover, my lords, 
was at peace. with France, it was not con- 
nected in gny way which could be a legiti- 
mate cause for war between France and 
that electorate; yet Hanover was seized by 
France soon after the latter power had de- 
clared war agajnst this country, and for no 
pther reason than because it was thought 


country, to invade and take possession of 
Hanover, Hanover was therefore sacri- 
ficed to injustice on the part of France for 
the express purpose of injuring this country. 
Would jt not, therefore, be disgraceful in 
us not to insist upon the restoration of 
Hanover to its sovereign, from whom it 
had been taken, solely on account of its 
connection with this country. The resto- 
ration of Hanover, thus unjustly seized, 
was therefore insisted upon as an indis- 
pensable preliminary to the negociation,. 
The French government felt the injustice of — 
the act, and consented to restore it. This 
wag consented to, previous to the coms 
mencement of the negociation, and never 
afterwards became an object of dispute. 
And your lordships are perfectly aware, as 
is clearly evinced by the papers on the 
table, that the rupture of the negocia= 
tion did not proceed from any discussion 
about Hanover, but arose from far different 
causes. My lords, the principle upon 
which his majesty’s ministers acted during 
the whole of the negociation was, that of 
good faith towards our allies, Without 
that, no treaty can be concluded by this 
country, withont disgracing ourselves. The 
principle acted upon by the French go. 
vernment invariably through the whole ne+ 
gociation was, that of endeavouring to ef- 
fect @ separation between us and our allies. 
This clearly appears in the four stages of 
the negociation. The first at the com-. 
mencement of the negogiation, when the 
French government offered us terms which, 
had we been negogiating for ourselves 
alone, might perhaps have been considered 
as thé fair prige of peace, but which, under 
the ¢ircumstances in which we negociated,. 
were offered us as the price of dishonour, as 
the price of the desertion of our faithful a. 

as the price of a direct breach of good faith. 
Here then, it was evidently their object to 
tempt us by these offers to separate our 
selves from Russia. The second stage of 
the negociation was, when the French go~ 
vernment, partly by threats, partly by in- 
spiring hopes and making promises, con. 
trived to persuade the Russian minister at 
Paris, M, D'Oubril, to sign a separate 
treaty of peace, Nothing, my lords, shews 
more ¢learly the views and objects. of the 
French government than the alteration in 
their tone, after they had succeeded in ob- 
taining the signature of this separate treaty 
with Russia, Then the French government 
say to our ministers, no, we cannot now 


grant yop the same terms we were willing 
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‘to do Phe signatare of a separate 
treaty with Russia is equivalent to 
‘did wietorly therefore we must insist “pon 
better terms.” This, nvy lords, is ott 
language, but your lordships will mark thé 
‘expression used by the French miaisters if 
the papers:now in your hands, speak. 
upon thet subjeet, and. which evindes, 
an-the clearest imannet, thé great impor. 
tance whivh they attached:to the séparation 
which they thouglit they had effectéd be: 


- Rossix and shis country, They 


sidered it eqiivideit to a splendid victory, 
amid this) ion was not loosély uséd ini 
éonversdtion, but fortis part of the writ- 
ten sentiments of the Frénch government 
wpon thaf event. A. sespicion afterwards 
arose; that thistreaty would not be ratified. 
of probably intelligente of the refusal 
‘the emperor of Russia to ratify it had thes 
feached Paris, although of this 
hothing, Whictr brings me to the third stage 
the negociation; when the. French 
Verntheit, finding the treaty would not’ be 
Patified, unmediately offered us better térnis, 
im the hope of finding that though they 


R fro ny this coantry; 


thidy might, by the offer of better tertiis tliati 
they: bad previously offered, separate this 
froth Russid. Failing, however, 
equally endeavoarsto induce Russia 
terehter inte 4 separate treaty, ov te itiduce 
this:qnua tty to: a separate tréaty, 
they at length agreed (0 a tégeciation té 
be carried.on conjointly for the interests of 
Bossia aed Great Britaia, brings me 
to the fourth and: last: stage’ of the nego 
ciation wher they departed frony the prin- 
ciple they Nad a to, of néegociating 
verte Rassia and! Kagland conjointhy, wien 


“they refused to agree to the fernis’ asked of 


shali of Buvsia, and! ternis 
country) oy the principle of -a-sepax 
Phe! raytire of the 
eiution! Wag, of course, the 
My lords; in-ail this preeedure on the part 
of the: governatent, it- is: 


 thaty femethe first nionieut of the 


citation Uhe' lant, their objeet wits’ 
to effect separation betwee 
dnd Rusdiay. Had my 
insisted: upon extravagant and ime 
pois twifting uninteresting, it would 
have beer a painfull duty for me’ te stand 


place and state thie rupture'df tie 
, 


aw te part of Russin. 


wence. | 


the terms on By werd 
moderate, freé fridm all views of ambiti6tx 
and Were only dirécted to the seéusity 
het dilies, Ghe dématded thé 
of Sicily to the king of Naples, and thé 
evacuation of Dalmatia by the 
troopé. By holding Dalrbatia, die 
tern the flanie’ of the defences of 
did firéwten the Austridti capitdl: Dials 
also, thoagh not imniediatély 
héctéd with Turkey, if yet oteupied by thé 
French troops, with Rostilé designs dgaitist 
fiat power. Dalmatia is mot 16 
the wast empire obtainéd by thé arms of 
Prarieé, atid only be held by fhe latter 
powér as a post of offence towatds Austria 
and the Porfte; and of hostility towardd 
Russia. These were the only tértis ins 
sisted on by Russia, not to gratify ob: 
jects of ambition, not for the inéreasé of 
power; but to dbtain sé¢urity for her alliés, 
to that in which countty wad 
equally interested, The graratitee of Sj 
éily to the king of Naples was Cleatly 
British object, ahd ini Whicly this country 
has preferable intérest. évacwation 
of Dalmatia by the French troops, to which 
Resdia confined hefself; not making a 
of thie! territory, i8 dlsé of impor 
tati¢e’to this’ cOutitry as Well ally. 
With this good faith arid’ moderation on 
part of Russia, would it hive 
to this covtitry if we 
vielated good faith of our part? wé had 
atdeptéd séparate téritis; would if not; after 
the good faith displayed by the entpérdy of 
Russie, foul stain’ tid 
dountty néver to Be wavhed: dig 
dnd a dévradatton which Hever cold 
hive been distinited fron? oor Ard 
| What the terms were offered 
ab fhe prive of ahd ? 
We weve to be allowed to keep Malta, 
€ Hope whith is 
arid? Which if it’ souk? BE By - 
accident taken’ by any’ Fretieli fleet, wit 
Would not: @ the’ 
of Fratice, India} wiere’ power 
not Ké shaker! by 
dod to’ whieh, is 
these were the tertis offered torus 
induce disgrace atid otf 
seWes by vidlatiniy dur faith, d& 
Hig’ Our faithful aly. P 
if F Have had" the’ 


addres 


.. 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| ends; thevery al? this the 


enemy, to: big views of ambition, to the 


Beyer Gan negosiate upon a prin- 
wphich is stated in the papers, that if we had: 
thelthive would never have. been signed, am: 


pence to have been concluded with the ut.’ 


cessarily bave been cause for war. My 


avoided, until the papers. should 


‘lordships’. diseussion, intead, to. propose 
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to his majesty. upop the ruptpre of the négo-| that. this house have taken into serious 


ion, moving an address ypon the cons 


consideration the papers relative ta-the 


clysion of peace. ‘Phat 1 have not that np-{ late negociation, which he bas been phrased 


portunity, is wholly to be attributed to the: 


pringiples upon which he acted, and. whigh 
were utterly irregoacileable with those prinn 
ciples upon which this country must ever’ 
ach for the preservation of ber interests, 
apd the maintepange of herhongur. Iam 
suse 1, sball haye every heart and mind in 
the country with me, when I say that this: 


‘ciple of ipferiprity, to An expres~ 
sion: was used by the French ministers,. 


igade peace at the period allusled to in the 
rs, the treaty of the: confederation of} 


would not have been publish 
I; happens, however, that supposing: 


most xapidity efter the’ qrrival af our minis 
tereat Paris, the treaty could pot’ have 
been signed before the treaty of the German 
copigderacy, was published, ‘Thus this 
vety confederation maust unavoidably have 
d thé weaty, and, suppasing it tp 

ve happened the, day afters; it would ne- 


lords, } will.only make one more observa- 
tion Fespecting the stay ¢four minister at 
Paris. Jt wes perfectly evident that, when 
the chief of the French government set out 
te take the command of the army, i¢ was 
impossible that the negeciation, and: bustin 
lities against an ally of one of the parties 
negociating could go on. pari passa, The 


4 sufficient cause for breaking off the aego- 
ciation, and when the chief of the, French 
government ses out to commence hostilities 
against the ally of Russia, it was.¢clearly im- 
thet the negeciation and the 

athack could go om at the same time. 
My. loxda, at the opening of the, session, 
every: thing like a pledge to his, majesty re- 
specting the result of the pegociation was 


bexegulesly. before the house, Now. that 
the subject. comes regolarly under your 


that yous lerdships should pledge your-. 
selves to. suppors his. majesty) in. this cou- 


test, the continuance, of which bag been} ofithe negociation. | have 
 Téndered absolutely. mecessary: by the:am- 
Concluded pany point which ought: to be.atteaded ta- 


bition. of France. His, lordship. 
bymoning, That an, humble addzess be 


to Jay before thera, and that we see with 
gratitude, that amplayed every 
ipeans to restore ‘the blegsing of peace, in 
a manner consistent with the and 
glory of bis people, and at the same time, 
with ap observance of that good faith with 
‘our -alliesy which this country is bound to 
retain inviolate. ‘That while we lament 
that-by the wpbounded ambition ef the 
enemy, these laudable endeavours te Te 
store tranquillity to his kingdom, have 
heen frustrated, we beg leave to assure hig 
tpajesty, that no exertion. shall be wanting 
on, yur part to-support and assist him, im 
the: adoption of: such measures as:may' yet 
he. found aecessary, either for the restas 
ration of peace, meet the various 
exigencies of the way in: this most impone 
tant cyisis.? & 
herd. Hawkesbury vose, and said 
Although, my lords; we may differ in some 
instances with espect ta the: particular 
mode and course pursued in this negocias 
tion, yet, om the present occasion, these 
can ke ‘ne. reom far difference as to the 
great principles and the result. I am cone 
vanced, that, at this moment, while 
enemy continues to pursue his aggressions, 
and to follow thet: system by which his 
conduct has been regulated-since the 
meacement -of bis career, such a peace aw 
we alone look to as affording security: 
ourselves and allies is utterly: unattainable. 

1 therefore most. completely coacur with 
the noble lord upon the great points which: 


‘agserabling. of the Frengh army was, indeed, | he bas stated, and of course do net feel dex 


sous Of urging any material objection te 
the address. At the same time thie ade 
dress may, in some parts, be liable to ame 
biguity, aud: therefore, if agree to it, 
it must be with some quakfication, Baty 
my lords, most. partieulazly approve of 
the conduet of the. government, m the good 
faith, which, it has. maivtaiped with respect 
to. oun albes, Aud if Russia bad insisted 
upon the evacuation of Dalmatia by, the 
Frengh, apd if that were the; only point of 
difference between, usand the French 
verpment, | have: no, hesitation im sayi 
that, that point alone; ministerg: 
would, been fully justified in breaking — 
thought, 
and maiptained, my lords, that if these waa, 
more than another if tese was any poing 
preierenes 


to. hig. majesty, to assure which ought to beinsisiad on in, 


| 

| 

| 


‘Fially.as to'some particular parts. At the 


- majesty, where it is stated that the Freneh, 


_ session, subject to the interchange of such 


- ypon which the French government would 
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to every thing éxcept obr own vital inte-fat the context; and this shews that the 
Fests, that -point-was; that Dalmatia and} words are not general, but that they refer 
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Istria, formerly dependencies of the Vene-| only to Sicily specifically. But I confess, 
tian’ states; should be évacuated by the} that though the words had beer general, 
French troops. In these points then I most] yet I Should hot ha¥e considered the mere 
wnequivocally agree with the noble lord} verbal declaration of any rhinister, without 


who has proposed. the address. But while 


any written document on the subject from 


I say this, I beg not to be understood as}him, by whtich he could be bound, as a suffi« 
approving all that passed in the course of}cient ground to warrant the assertion, that 


this negociation, Where we approve of 
the general result, we may still differ mate- 


same time I am perfectly ready to allow, 
that where we do approve of the general 
principles that pervade the whole, and of 
the practical result, we ought not'to be too 
fastidious respecting modes, or too par- 
ticular m searching out minute and compa- 
vatively trifling errors, This I declared on 
a former occasion, and J still adhere to the 
epinion which I then expressed. But when 
a declaration is solemnly made to the pub- 
lie, whieh is not berne out by the papers 
now on your table, I must confess that this 
appears to me no trifling matter, and there- 
fore it makes a most material difference. 
I allude, my lords, to the declaration of his 


from the outset of the negociation, agreed 
te proceed upon the basis of actual pos- 


equivalents as might be for the advantage 
and honour of the two countries. Now J 
confess that, after a most careful examina- 
tion of these uave found nothing 
in the whole of them that ean be considered 
as a certain and unequivocal foundation 
for such a declaration. Before the arrival 
of lord Yarmouth in London, the basis of 
actual possession was so far from being 
agreed upen, that another very different 
was expressly stated to be the grounds 


enter upon a negociation. Lord Yarmouth, 
indeed, gives a statement in writing as a 
conversation which he had with Talleyrand, 
and he, no doubt, firmly believed that Fal- 
leyrand had proposed the basis of actual 
possession. But in looking over the papers, 
and examining with all the attention in my 
wer the written account which the noble 
ord has given of that conversation, F can 
find nothing that can afford:a distinct, pre- 
cise, and unequivocal proof that the basis of 
actual possession was clearly agreed to by 
the French minister. The words ave: “ Vous 
Tavez, nous ne vous la demandons: pas.”— 


But.in order to affix the proper ‘and pre-1 


the basis of the «ti possidetie was actually 
and distinctly agreed to by the French go« 
vernment. ‘'Fhis, my lords, is @ point of 
material importance, not orily with respect 
to this, but with regard to all other negoe 
ciations. I have always understood that 
the grounds of negociation were ,to be laid 
down in written documents, and to be 
taken from conferences reduced to writing 
at the time, so as to leave no room for 
cavil, and to bind the parties to something 
specific, which they could never recede 
from, without exposing their want of faith 
to all the world. There may undoubtedly 
be some previous communications between 
the parties, leading to a particular point, 
and these may undoubtedly be very pro-’ 
perly produced, in order to throw light 


upon particular parts of the subject, and te 
enable others to judge of the precise means 
ing and bearing of certain expressions, im 
which there might otherwise be some am- 
biguity. Indeed there can be no doubt 
that lord ¥armouth fully believed, that the 
basis of ati possidetis had been proposed by 
Talleyrand. Still, however, this is an ex 
parte statement, which the other party may 
admit or deny as they may think proper. 


‘Such statements can never constitute the 


essence of a negociation, or afford a clear 
and undeniable ground of proceeding. If 
there is any object, which in cases of this 
sort ought to be attended to more than 
another, it is to have distinct and positive 
admission of the basis, to have something 
which may be put on record, which the 
party cannot deny, and to which you may 
refer, and from whieh, if the other party 
should recede, all the world would be sa- 
tisfied that you were in the right and he in 
the wrong. In all negociations, therefore, 
the settling of aclear and distinet basis, is 
one of the most material objects. It was 
not sufficient then that lord Yarmouth une 
dersteod that the basis of actual possession 
had been acceded toby Talleyrand. But you’ 
ought to have demanded a precise and 
categorical recognition of that basis as ® 
preliminary step, before you gave’ full 
powers to treat to your negociators 


cise meaning to these words, we must look, 


| 
| 

| 
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would have avoided all obscurity. There 
could have been no room, at least no fair 
rounds for ¢avilling after this. Ido not 
any Means object to previous commu. 
nications: ‘These may be useful and even 
necessary: Neither do F object to their 


the essence of the proceedings, they cannot 
be admitted as the only proof of the par- 
ticular besis agreed upon: This ought to 
be clearly seen from the writter and essen- 
tial documents, and of all others this is the 
og upon which. precision is necessary. 
nt more particularly in the present in- 
itance; the utmost precision is to be ex- 
pected, after the declaration which has 
oe made by his majesty, that the French 
government, fram the begitming, admitted 
the basis of actual possession, Yet, my 
lords; notwithstanding this, the declaration 
is not borre out by these papers,.and the 
atmost that they prove is this, that lord 
Yarmouth believed that. the basis of actual 
ssion was admitted by M. Talleyrand 

in aconferences Having, my lords, said 
thus much on that particular point~a point 
which most certainly claimed considerable 
attention, on account of its importance in 
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those who think that our colonial possess — 

sions ought to be extended indefinitely. 
Coloniés are undoubtedly valuable to a 
commercial country, but they are not vas 
luable to ws béyond what we carr protect ~ 
and govern. We ought to considér what 


_ production, but as they form no part of| are our own means, what our military force 


is, and what it may be made. Every thing 
that is beyohd what we can protect and gos 
vern is only a delusive power; or rather 4 
source of weakness. But after all; my lords, 
the great question as to peace is, could it 
possibly be obtainéd? .Could we; 
sistently with the honour and interests of 
our country, conclude @ peace with the 
French government at the present moment? 
Now, there are two points to be'considered 
here. First; what was the situation of the 
continent at the commencément of the 
‘treaty with France im 1801? It was cer 
‘tainly very different from what it is now. 
At that time Holland and. Switzerland; 
though subject to the influence of Frances 
were not completely uhited to jt. Naples 
was entire, and Austria; though she had 
‘lost much of ‘her military reputation, was 
stilla great power, Whatever she bad Jost in 
‘point of military character, she was, im 


Yarious views, I have no hesitation in say-| point of population and extent of territory, 


ing, that } most heartily concur in the ge- 
neral result of the negociation, and, with 
the above exception, that I most cordially 


equal to what she had been at the coms 
Fmencement of the war with France. It 
was said then, that the best chance for the 


jom in the address, and in the assurances of| salvation of Europe was .im peaces We — 


support to’his majesty,in prosecuting the war, 
which it has been foond impossible imme- 
diately to put an end to, upon gronnds in 
any degree consisterrt with the security and 
honour of this country, or the maintenance 
of good faith with our allies. My fords, 
Hfeel it due fo myself; and to the house, 
fo state my views with réspect to the war 
in which we are engaged, and with respect 
to the meats which we have to support it. 
No man ¢an possibly be more anxious for 
the restoration of peace to this country and 
to the world, if peace could be obtained 
upon terms consistent with security and 


honour. For peace, I agree with the noble 


lord, great sacrifices might be made, if it 
was likely to be permanent, and would 
#fiord in any way a proper compensation 
for these sacrifices. Though I think; my 
lords; that foreign conquksts are not to.be 
yielded lightly, though I think. that the 
onquest of colores may be very advan- 
tageous to the country to acertaim extent, 
and that thesé are undoubtedly of great 
value, aa:the means of procuring @ safe and 


Vor. VI 


were powerful at sea, the Frénch were 
powerful on the continent: This great 
}power they. had acquired owing to the 
energies which were roused by the French’ — 
trevolution, to which @ military. direction 
‘had been givens The advantages which 
they possessed, arose out of the particular 
circumstances in which they were placed, 
land weré not natural, but artificial: His¢ 
tory proves, my lords, tlrat when a military 
direction is given to the energies of a people 
called forth by the peculiar circumstances 
‘attending great and general revolutions, 
they are then commonly most formidable 
‘to their neighbours. Many therefore 
thought, and F confess F joined in the opie 
-nion,;that if France was left toherself, ner 
“power would sink to its natural level. This 
was one powerful motive for concluding # 
| peace, which appéared to be highly desi- 
jrable, provided the state of things in Eu¢ 
rope could be left as they were at-the time. 
}Now, however, all the states to which EF 
}have alluded, have been either completely 

‘subdued by France, or reduced within com- 


permanent ey yet any aot narrow Kmits. In 1801 there 
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_ was another object in view. We wished to 

try the feelings of France, and to find out 
_ what would be the policy of its government 
_. upon the restoration of peace. ‘There were 

_ two ways in which that government might 
act, and each had its supporters.» It might 
choose to endeavour to acquire confidence 
' at home and.abroad, which could only be 
done by asysteny of moderation, or it might 
. consider its security to lie in pursuing that 
system of aggression which had marked the 
progress of that revolution from which its 
power had arisen. The latter system was 
that which they adopted, so that scarcely 
three months had elapsed from the time of 


‘Signing the treaty till its spirit was violated 


by repeated aggressions. Ever since. that 
time, these aggressions have been continued, 
as an instance of which we have only to 
look at the German Confederation, to 
which the noble lord has adverted. ‘These, 
my lords, are considerations which must 
have the greatest weight in our view of 
this question, and in ‘reflecting whether it 
was possible that any peace could have 
_ been obtained: that could afford perma-' 
nent security to us and to our allies, or 
that could be consistent with the honour 
of this country. Without these objects, 
peace cannot be ‘eoncluded, for peace 
without them would-be: little-else than a 
surrender to the enemy. With regard to 
the commerce of ‘the country, considered 
with a view to peace, that undoubtedly in 
itself is a matter of internal regulation. -I 
‘can easily suppose that two nations may 
be at peace with each other, and-yet refuse 
to ‘have any commercial communication. 


with regard to France:and Great Bri-, 


tain, between which there ‘are so many 


’ points of contact, both at home and abroad, 


Jvapprehend there cannot exist a deter- 
mined commercial ‘hostility. for any great 
length of time, without producing a degree 
of irritation which must terminate in war. 

_In contemplating all tiese considerations, 
my lords, I cannot conceive bow, in, the 
present disposition of France, 
“Went peace ‘could be obtained. Whatever 

terms might be granted at the moment, 

and no honourable terms-have as yet been 
offered, péace: must» at all events be ex- 
ceedingly precarious... But.. in considering 

‘this subject; my lords, you will, observe, 


. that while you continue at.war, you have at 


_ least this advantage, that. whatever exer-. 


“tions France may makes they. must be con-, 


"fined: to the continent, of; Europe... But. 


peace would open to her the way to Asia, 


Africa, and America. -To these at least } 
hope her power cannot extend. Another 
thing to be. considered is, that while you 
are at war, you are upon perfect equality 
with your enemies. You are as.powerfut 
by sea, as they are by land. But if peace 
should take place, from the very nature of 
the two cases, their power would not be 
made less, while your superiority would bé 
diminishing, for peace would furnisly them 
with the means of advancing in that partis 
cular sort of power, in which your supes 
riority is undisputed. I state these-things, 
my lords, not as making against peace abs 
solutely.© They are not arguments for 
eternal war, but they are. circumstances 
that ought to. have great weight with us in 
considering whether what we gain’ by a 
peace is a proper’ compensation ‘for what 
we lose, But there is another thing, my 
lords, to which we ought to attend, in con 
sidering the’ question ‘of peace, and the 
terms to which we are entitled, and that 
is, the internal situation of this country. 
The people in general seem to rejoice at 
the rupture of the negociation; not, my 
lords, because they. thought war preferable 
to an honourable peace, but because, from 
a view of the present state of things, they 
despair of obtaining an honourable peace. 
Though war is an evil, they justly consider 
it as preferable to a-hollow and dishonour- 
able peace... ‘T'hinking war therefore neces- 
sary, they are willing to submit to all the 
sacrifices which may be requisite to sup- 
port it, rather thau hazard every thing 
upon the event of a dishonourable peace,— 
Another consideration upon which I reflect 
with infinite. pleasure and pride, is the pres 
sent flourishing state of our Finances, which 


Lis to be ascribed to two great measures, 


which have done more towards the welfare 
and greatness of this country than any that 
were ever before devised: The one sug- 
gested, brought forward, and matured by 
that illustrious and exalted character, my — 
late right hon. friend, now no more (Mr. 
Pitt), 1 mean the sinking fund, which % 
unquestionably the greatest measure ever | 
produced .by the ingenuity or wisdonr of 
man :—the other, that of raising a consi+ 
derable.part of the supplies within the year, 
also first brought forward by my deceased 
friend, and.which was acted upon, and in 
some degree improved, by the noble vis- 
count opposite (lord Sidmouth).° Those 


two, measures. have been of almost’ incal- 


culable benefit to the country : the perma- 
nent taxes. are not, I’ believe, less than 18 


anaes 


977) 


millions: the Sinking Fund at this, time 

roduces 8 millions and a half; aud if we 
Bate but perseverance to go on for a few 
years, with a strict regard to economy in 
our general system of expenditure, we shall 
arrive at that happy period when the Sink- 
ing Fund will equal all the loans that may 
be necessary for the expences of the coun- 
try ; and though the debt being permanent 
constitutes what may be ealled an evil, 
yet in thé resource of the Sinking Fund 
we have the consolatory reflection of ha- 
ving the meaus to meet it, ‘It has often 
heretofore been asked, how long will you 

0 on borrowing and borrowing; when 
will the limits of our taxation end? An 
answer may now be given: in a few 
years the Sinking Fund will meet every 
part of our expenditure, and shew the ex- 
tensive value of that system, which will 
crown with immortal honour the memory 
and name of the illustrious character whose 
great financial genius produced it. If we 
look at the commercial resources of the 
country, we shall find them not less pro- 
sperous. The year 1798 has been looked 
upon as the most prosperous year of com- 
merce that was ever known to this country. 
But by a paper which I have in my hand, 
it appears that in 1805 it had reached a 


‘ much greater height. ‘The amount of the 


imports in 1798 was 46 millions; in 1805, 
53 millions. The amount of the exports 
in 1798, was 33 millions; in 1805, 41 mil- 
lions. I state these things, my lords, in 
order to shew the means which we have of 
continuing the war.—I am, my lords, per- 
fectly satisfied that his majesty’s ministers 
have acted right in breaking off the negocia- 
tion rather than give up Sicily, and in not 
divulging what they would have thought a 
reasonable exchange or equivalent for Na- 
ples. I agree with the noble baron who 
moved the address, that it would have been 
wrong to put the enemy in possession of 


‘what places or territories you think of high. 


value, or to let them know what is likely to 
be your ultimatum till the last moment of 
shewing it. I agree with him also in the 
fact, that every attempt has been made to 
detach us from our allies. TF rejoice to 
think those attempts have proved abortive, 


‘for nothing redounds more to the honour 


and magnanimity of this country than the 
good faith which it bas always kept with 


‘its allies, and the fidelity which it has uni- 
‘formly observed towards them. I am 
happy in being able to say, that I think the 
‘country is in the right, We made every 
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{reasonable effort to obtain a peace on just 
and honaurable terms to ourselves and our 
allies: those efforts have unfortunately failed, 
and we ought therefore to address his ma-— 
jesty to assure him of our support in con- 
tinuing the arduous contest in which we 
are engaged, till a peace can be concluded 
that is likely to secure the honour and in- 
terest of the empire, and to be of perma- 
nent duration. I think the basis of the. 
negociation oight to have been reduced 
to writing, as it would have placed the 
whole in a clear point of view, and have 
taken it out of the power of the enemy to 
deny what it really was when it suited their 
purpose to throw obstacles in the way of 
its conclusion ; but as far as the substan- 
tial points of the negociation go, I certainly 
highly approve them, and the more I con- 
pechplace the subject, the more perfectly 
convinced | am, that we have no alternative 
but to continue the war with increased vi- 
gour and energy; and, painful as the re- 
flection may be, I am as decidedly of opi- 
nion that the continuance of it, under the. 
present disposition of France, is safer than 
peace. I am persuaded, if we go on with 
vigour and energy, we shall succeed at last ; 
and lam convinced, that if the govern- 
ment do their duty towards the people, 
the people with alacrity will do their duty 
towards them, in the fullest confidence 
of bringing the contest to an honourable 
and just termination. Pat 
Lord Sidmouth. . My lords, after having 
attended to the able speech which we have 
just heard from the noble baron, I feel 
myself called upon to request your lord- 
ships’ indulgence, if I trespass for a short 
time in noticing some points in the noble 
lord’s speech; and, my lords, I must say, 
that it was with a degree of pain and con- 
cern, I heard the noble lord declaring, that 
he could only give a qualified approbation 
of the address to his majesty, which is this 
night submitted for your lordship’s adop- 
tion. The noble lord laments, that the 
declaration of his majesty, stating ‘the 
causes of the rupture of the negociation 
with France, should contain an averment, 
which is not clearly made out by proof in 
the papers submitted to your lordships’ 
consideration ; I mean, that the negocia- 
tion was commenced in consequence of 
the offer of the wéi possidetis on the part 
of the government of France. But, my 
lords, I trust I may be allowed to say, that 
if there ‘be any one point established on 


the principle of the 


i 


¥ ; 
‘ 
¢ 
| 
| 
i 
‘ 
- 
7 
+ | 
‘ 


ing of mankind, the one in question is, I 
apprehend, such a pcint. I am willing to 
Admit, jndeed, that in the documents 
which have been submitted to your lord- 
ships, there is not to be found any such 
Specific declaration on the part of the 
French government; but still | contend, 
that the whole negociation was conduct- 
ed upon this very basis, In the letter ad- 
dressed’ by M. Talleyrand to Mr. Fox, in 

_ the early stage of the correspondence be- 
tween the two governments, M. Talleyrand 
states, that France desires nothing of Great 
Britain that she already possesses. Now, 
gurely, nothing else could be meant by this 
avowal, than that nothing was intended to 
be asked, which was then actually possess- 
éd by Great Britain, I would farther ask 
of the noble lord, what it was that caused 
& temporary suspension of that negocia- 
tion ? Was it any demur which arose on 
the part of the French government upon 
this point ? No; but it waga delay occa- 
sioned by a matter of form as to the manner 
in which the negociation was to be con- 
ducted, and not from any objection which 
was started to this understood basis. In 
five or six weeks afterwards, lord Yar- 
mouth arrived from Paris, when, by desire 
of his majesty’s ministers, he committed to 
Writing the substance of the various com- 
munications he had held with M. Talley- 

atid, who, it appears, in the name of the 
scrorpmens of France, made use of the 
ollowing expression, mous ne de- 
mandons rien,” words which he afterwards 
energetically repeated. And, my lords, | 
apprehend, that no one who has carefully 
erused these papers, will attempt to gon- 
radict the assertion, that previous to the 
20th of July last, when M. d’Qubril 
igned the Provisional Treaty with France, 
in the name of the Russian government, 
my lord Yarmouth entertained no doubt on 

“his mind, that the state of actual posses- 
‘sion was the mutnally acknowledged basis. 
‘The first attempt to question it, in fact, 

ough even then not expressly in words, 
‘was after this period, when M, Talleyrand 
‘avowed, that circumstances had altered, 

‘and that, in consequence, the French go- 
vernment had determined nat w agree to 
‘that which was ‘consented to originally, 
and that'they muét insist upon having pos- 
‘session of Sicily. I admit also, that upon 

subsequent occasions,’ attempts were 

madé by the French ‘pegociators' to deny 
the statements-of lord Yarmonth, and that 
phiformly after the signature of M, d’Ou- 
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bril’s treaty. In the answer of the French 
negociator of the 8th of August, to the 
note presented by lord Lauderdale, general 
Clarke declares, that the idea of treating 
on the basis of the uéi possidetis, had never 
entered into the mind of the French em, 
peror, and that he would pot give up Toe 
bago, nor any other part of the territory of 
France, the integrity of which he had 
sworn to defend, But even during that in- 
terval, when it was not known whethep , 
D’Oubril’s treaty would be ratified or not; 
or rather when, as it should seem, the 
French government had reason to apprey 
hend the refusal of its ratification by the 
emperor of Russia, and when pressed i 
conversation between lord Yarmouth ee 
gen. Clarke, aud reminded by the former 
of the various conversations which had 
taken place between him and M. Talley, 
rand, on this point; general Clarke jnosele 
evaded, without denying them, calling 
them loose conversations, * des romans poli» 
tiques ;” and Jord Lauderdale states, that 
they did not deny the fact, when they were 
met face to face; when strongly urged on 
this point, not one of the French negocia- 
tors denied that such was the agreement 
with lord Yarmouth. And it is remarkable, 
that, although the chief of the government 
of France then declared that he would 
never alienate Tobago, nor any other part 
of the territory of France, which he had 
sworn to defend; yet, in the course of a 
few days afterwards, a proposal was made 
to cede not ouly Tobago, but Pondicherry 
also, and Chandernagore and Mahee, to 
Great Britain. Now, all this combines to 
shew, that the statement of lord Yarmouth 
was originally well founded, as well as 
how little confidence can be placed in the 
assertions of the French government and 
its plenipotentiaries, The papers which 
have been submitted to your Jordships’ con- 
sideration, prove the truth of the fact that 
lord Yarmouth was authorized to make the 
communications he.did, from the French 
to the British government ; and afterwards, 
when lord Lauderdale met the French mi,. 
nisters, face to face, one of them attempt- 
ed to eyade and shuffle, whilst he could 
not deny the fact. apprehend, therer 
fore, my lords, that we are fairly entitled 
to argue, from the silen¢e and the admission 
of the French plenipotentiaries themselves, 
that the uti possidetis was the basis origi- 
nally agreed upon between the two govern- 
ments. But why, it may be demanded, 


was not the French government called upon 


i 
! 
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tiously avoided formall 


should not have treated upon that ground? 


_ was the mutually pnderstood agreement. I 


the negociations in a former ‘treaty of 


$0 that all that was attempted on his be- 


to avow their agreement with this principle 
in writing ? They unquestionably wished it 
to be so understood by us,although they cau- 
committing it’ to 
writing, in order, doubtless, that they might 
afterwards have room to cavil; but is this 
any sufficient reason, why this government 


The tone of the French government evi- 
dently altered after the signature of D’Ou- 
bril’s treaty; but there had been a clear ad-' 
mission, previous to this event, that such 


annot, then, avoid beitig of opinion, that 
when these considerations ate candidly 
weighed, this single objection, as stated by 
the noble lord (Hawkesbury) should not 
‘have induced the noble lordto give a mere 
qualified approbation to the address, It 
may not, itideed, be perfgctly regular, if I 
temind the noble lord of what formerly 
ong in another place, when he defended 


» when his Jordship called upon the 
other house of parliament, to look to the 
result of the whole, rather than to the detail 
piecemeal, and if it appeared, from the ra- 
tification of the whole, that it had been 
conducted upon sound principles, the house 
ought to be satisfied, Now, I would ask, 
gan there be any room to suppose that it 
‘was not the intention of the French goyern- 
ment that it should be fully understood by 
us, that the uét possidelis was the basis on 
which they agreed to treat; and, although 
they artfully continued to decline com- 
mitting itinto a formal written declaration,I 
have no hesitation in saying, that the people 
of England are perfectly satisfied that this 
was the intention of the French govern- 
ment. I acknowledge, indeed, that it is a 
serious thing for ministers to put forth any 
declaration in the name of their sovereign, 
which cannot be substantiated by facts ; 
but, after what I have stated, I think that 
there can be no just ground for imputation 
on the veracity of the government of this 
country. . I am persuaded, my lords, that 
but few negociations can be quoted, which, 
throughout the whole of them, exhibit, on 
the part of government, more proofs of 
selfsdenial, and good faith and honour, 
than his majesty’s ministers have manifested 
upon the present occasion, All the terri- 
tories of Sweden, of Portugal, and of the 
Porte, were guaranteed in their integrity, 
On the part of the king of the Two Sicilies, 
no positive treaty bound us to his interests, 


1807.2-Negociatton with France. {282 


half, was honourable on our-part. “Our 
scrupulous adherence to our treaty with 
the emperor of Russia, and that “even at 
the trying period of M. d’Oabril’s impro- 
vident provisional and separate treaty with 
France, does honour to the good faith of 
this country; and I trust that we shall 
continue’ to cherish our connection with 
that magnanimous eg:peror, from a con- 
viction that the interests of both countries 
are deeply involved in the continuation of 
that connection, With respect, my lords, 
to Hanover, I confess that [ have met with 
animadversions on that subject which have 
given me pain, -It is*true, that it was a 
part of the Act of Settlement, that’ this 
nation should not be-obliged to eriter into 
‘war, on account of any foreign settlements, 
appertaining to the family which should 
inherit the ‘throne of these kingdoms, 
without the express consent of parliament; 
but, surely, it was no part of the Act of 
Settlement, nor was it ever intended ‘to 
make Hanover an exception to those other 


might become an object of British atten- 
tion, It must be perfectly within the re- 

collection of every noble lord, that when 

the first attack was made by France upon 

Hanover, that that was not made the 

ground of the war ; at the same time, when 

in the course of the Jate negociation, his 

majesty’s government considered it a point - 
of honour to stipulate, that this seizure 
should be restored to its legitimate owner, 
they acted upon of magnanimity 
and justice; When Hanover was threat- 
ened during the war of the Spanish succese 
sion, parliament voted an address to his 
then majesty, in 1725, in which they sta- 
ted, that they would stand by his majesty, 
against any menace of any potentate, 
against gny territories of his majesty, al- 
though not belonging to Great Britain, in 
case such ‘an attack should be made, in 
consequence of his majesty’s just regard to 
the interests of this kingdom. Upon this 
principle of honour, our ancestors acted ; 
and, I trust, my lords, that their descen- 
dants of the present day, will never swerve 
from their spirit. When we look to the 
continent of Europe, its present aspect, [ 
confess, penetrates me with sorrow ; still; 
so long as our connection with Russia exists, 
hope exists; added to which, there are other 
circumstances which, in my mind, at least af- 
ford a probable ground of expectation. 
The extent of dominion and of power are 


by no means convertible terms; power, 


parts of the continent of Europe, which - ~ 
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awhen founded upon injustice and .the grasp 
ofinordinate ambition,can neyer be so solid, 
as when buiJt upon. the basis of justice and 
legitimate authority. ‘The present power 
_ of France is chiefly derived from the mili- 
‘tary genjus of its chief; which, though 
calculated to dazzle and to gain temporary 
success, yet is not formed tg gain respect 
orattachment. Every father of a family 
3s obliged to part with his son, to feed the 
ranks. The power of France is sustained 


‘by terror, whilst its anabitious ruler is. se- 
regarded with detestation; aud) 
it not fall to. the lot of this man to: 


should 


eujoy uvexampled , successes, then who 
knows but that a single check or reverse 
of fortune, will, to him, be likely to be more 
fatal than was ever before known ‘in the 
history of the world? Looking, therefore, 
to the uncertainties of human life and for- 
tune; regarding, power, the 
fortitude, and zeal which animate our 
ally, the emperor of Russia, I cannot see 
ground for despondency ; and abov 

all, looking to the spirit of the people o 
this country, I trust we shall arrive to an 
honourable termination of the present con- 
fest; for, I confess, it is on the spirit and 
fortitade of the people of this country,-that 
we are called to,place our chief reliance. 
The noble lord has justly animagverted 
upon the two financial sources of our na- 
tional prosperity, the Siuking Fund, and 


' the practice of raising the supplies within, 


the year. The Sinking Fund certainly 
‘Is mieasyre pf incalculable benefit to 
_pur finances, and one which will immorta- 
lize the great man by whom it was esta- 
blished,. I shall only say, therefore, upon 
Abis point, that at the present moment, we 
have resources very different from what 
they were in 1801. Then, the attempt to 
‘ yaise war taxes was abandoned, and the in- 
cone tax was mortgaged to a certain ex- 
ce Jo the intermediate time, 97 mil- 
“ligns have been funded, and at this mo- 
_Infut, taxation to the amaunt of 4,900,000/, 
hus been imposed in addition to the war 
taxes, amounting to nearly 20 millions 
sterling. With such means, .exceeding 
‘double the amount of the interest of the 
national debt jn 1793, and Joukiug forward 
to the jvereasing surplus of the Sinking 
Fund, the pation need yot fear to proceed 
‘jn. the struggle with perseverance gnd for- 
titude. I trust we sball submit to no 


compromise, in which .our national bonour, 


‘shall at all be. tarnished; that we shall 
‘come forth from this trial of fortjfude with 


honour; and that, if we apply vigilantly, 
usefully, and economically, what shal] be 
raised for the public exigencies, there is no 
limjt fo the exertions which this country — 
willbe disposed to make, either in extent, 
or duration of time. With respect to the 
late negociation, I shall ever contemplate . 
with satisfaction the share I have had jn. 
it; no better proof was ever afforded of - 
good faith and of ‘a firm regard to the per, 
manent interests of the country. | shall 
only repeat, in a word, that his majesty’s 
declaration is strictly. true in substance and 
in fact, and that the silence of the French 
plenipotentiaries affords satisfactory proofs 
upon this point, Government, by theif 
conduct in this negociation, have, Tinat 
given a satisfactory pledge, that they will, 
in no Case, compromise either the honoyr 
or the interests of the country.. 
Earl Grosven@ declared that if he were 
to confine his observations to the papers on 
the table, he should have ‘very little with 
which to trouble the house, for jn the most 
dispassionate and impartial examination of: 
them, it distinctly appeared to him, that 
throughout the whole of the late negociation, 
there was evinced on the part of the Bri-. 
tish government the utmost sincerity and 
good faith ; on the part of the French go- 
vernment, the utmost artifice and duplicity, 
He thought it perfectly apparent -that 
the uti possidetis was understood by France 
to be the basis on which the two countries 
intended tg treat, and gn which the i 
ciation proceeded, It was obvious that 
this was a proper basis for this country to 
proceed on, and it was equally apparent 
that this basis had been acquiesced in b 
France, at least that that country had gi- 
ven opr government to understand that 
she acquiesced in tbat basis of negociatiop. 
If there was any eas in the course of the 
discussion to which hé objected, it was to 
this, that the negociation had heen top 
long delayed. If this country should 
exer again enter into a negociation with 
the present government of France, he hor 
ped the basis on which it was fo proceed 
would at once be fairly and distinctly point- 
ed out and ascertained, While he lament- 
ed the failure of an honourable attempt to 
restore peace to the country, he could 
not, however, forbear contragulating him- 
self, the house, and the country, on the 
general state of their affairs, and on their 
ability to carry on the war with vigour and 
effect. Adverting to. the state of the con- 
‘tinent, and to the military operations of 
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the French, he: observed that it’ was evi- 
- gent the person at the head of the French 


| papers on the table, in his lordship’s opi- 


"+ ils, and held out to us the well grounded 
of the country. Our “Inveterate enemy, 
finding ‘he could not otherwise induce’ us 


' had attempted to aim; what he conceived, 
a@ vital blow at our commerce and manu: 


tinent dgainst’us, but still. our manufac- 
. tures'‘would flourish, ‘and would ‘find: their 
’ Way, even into the territories over which 


: _ on him to shut against them, not the ports 
of Asia, Africa, and America; over which 


have any covtroul. Amidst. oer: present 


evening, was brought forward by noble 
“mean the bill introduced :for-the abolition 


human traffic in slaves is seriously proposed 


servation: of the established church. But 
‘here:I cannot help‘ lamenting that ‘so little 


~ swere at once ordered to bée*built ; bot have 


not for: want of this; :in-a great mea- 


nation had determined not to sheathe the 
sword of war until he had subjugated the 
whole of Europe, and this country in par 
ticular. How were his ambitious designs 
to be counteracted? By’a-manly exertion 
of our power atid resoarces. The rétro- 
spect of our faval and -military fame’ was 
most encodraging. Let us recollect Came 
perdowu; Aboukir, and Trafalgar, on the 
one’ hand, and “Acre, Alexandria, and 
Maida, on the other, and we should look 
forward with confidence to the result of the 
contest in which we were engaged. The 


nion, afforded satisfactory evidence of the 
activity, spirit, and energy of our ¢oun- 


expectation that-ouf coutage and resources 
would be"properly directed for the interest 


to enter into dishonourable terms with him, 


factures.: ‘This, however, would also be 
found unavailing. He might, to his‘own 
conceptidn, shut up the ports of the con- 


he exercised dominion. 
ur manufactures, it would’be incumbent 


Buf, to injure 
of the continent of Europe only, but those 
it was Obvious ‘that he could not possibly 
gloom, said‘ the noble earl, I cannot but 
‘derive some sources of consolation, One 
amongst others is: that produted by the 
measure, which, in the’ early part. of this 
Jord high in his majesty’s administration. I 
of the Slaye Trade. I rejoice that: the in- 
‘to be put/an end to. me is a 
‘source ef consolation; another ’is the pre- 
chas been done of late years. | In the reign 
‘of queen Anne; mo less than 50 churches 
‘we been sufficiently attentive to this object, 


notwitlistanding ‘the-vast inerease of inha- 
‘bitants in ‘our populous towns and cities? 
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sure, that the sectaries have of late years 
spread and abounded, so as to even 
threaten the 4afety and security of our reli+ 
gious establishment ? I lament, likewise, 
thé violation of the Lord’s day, and that 
trades are sufiered to be exercised on that 
day; to the disgrace of the country. ‘The 
mereased publication of hewspapers on 
that day, 1 consider as corhing within this 
charge of the violation of that holy day 3 
and; even at the present moment, a few pas 
per is advertised to be published, professedly 
denominated ‘ the Sunday paper.” ‘These, 
I consider, as'so many dark: specks over 
our political hemisphere; nor are they tri+ 
fling in their consequences; for, assutedty} 
if we neglect moral and teligiows conside- 
rations of this nature; we may look forward 
with fearfol antiety. trust, we 
shalt adhere to the’’principles, civil 
and sacred; by which this' country has s6 
long flourished: O fortunatos nimim, 
sua si bona nérint !” 
Lord Eldon.—I rise, my lords, with feef. 
ings pecultarly alive to-the strong necessity 
of carrying fally into-effect that part of the 
address proposed by ‘the ‘noble baron, of 
supporting with the most unceasing vigour 
and undaunted resolution ‘the great con- 
test in which’ we: are engaged... Whoever 
reflects*on what may prove the final’ is- 
sue’of that contest, of what may prove | 
the fate of this enypire ; whoever feels 
for the honour end happiness of Great 
Britain, must. -pereeive,' that the’ onls 
chunce:of safety, and the ‘great’ hope’ 
ultimate and- decisive triumph, now de« 
pends upon a vigorous prosecution of the 
war, Whilst, then, the gentine’ British 
feeling continues to animate the people of 
this empire, ] am convinced there ‘is not a 
than in this house, ur in this‘¢ountry, who 
would not rather perish in ‘the calamitous 
conflict, than willingly compromise’ the 
dignified character of Britain, ‘or ‘tamely 
submit to any'base acknowledgement of in- 
feriority to any enemy, however extensive 


‘his’ territorial influence, ‘or splendid his 


military suecess/ But, my lords, in enter- . 
ing into the discussion-of the-merits of. th 
late ‘negociatiom, anxious as'I feel to ex- 
press nry approbation of the conduct of his 
majesty’s governtnent im fully supporting 
acknowledged character of this countr 
‘for sincerity'‘and good faith’; satisfied as 
ata with the manne? in'which the interests 
and: safety’ of our’ allies have been ‘pre- 
‘served, as’ well of those powers to‘whom 


4 


we “were. bound bythe’ soleut’ “came 


* 
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 drop.af British blood circulates, but would 


pact of the most sacred obligations, as of }security will depend. But, my lords, though‘ 
thers, whose strong claim upon our as-}I fully appreciate the donot the crisis, 
sistance, arose equally from the benefit of| and the energies which such a danger des 
the principle, and the congeniality.of the] mands to have brought into immediate 
interest ;, yet, my lords, ¥ may be permitted | action ; and though F strongly feel the nes 
to say, without the least imputation upon }cessity of supporting his majesty with firms * 
the conduct.or. reputation of. ministers, }ness and vigour, yet, frommy knowledge 
that I lament the protfaction of the nego-|of the man who commands the re, ° 
ciation. The prolongation of the corre-}sources of France, from my knowledge 
spondence regret, -because the chicanery | of his réspect for no law, and my convic, 
and the deception of the. French govern-|tiom of the unceasing ambition by which | 
ment were so peculiarly marked, and so-ap-|he is actuated, I can by no means bring , 
parently observable throughout every stage | myself to join in that part of the address, 
of the negociation.. And, my lords, give| where the ineffectual endeavours of bis | 
me leave.to say, that when, under the di-« | majesty to terminate a pacific treaty withthe 
rect authority and express avowal .of his|chief of the French government, are cons ° 
majesty, such.a,rego¢wtion is thought ne- 
cessary to be originated, no one act should 
_beoverlooked,or any circumstance omitted, 
calculated to lessen, either in the eyes of the 
enemy,or of Europe, the glory and honour 
of the crown, connected, as they are, with | 
the greatness and security of the empire.: 
Pherefore,. I should have pondered longer 
and langer, previous, to my acquiescence 
in any procedere.in which the nranjfest in- 
tention of the.enemy of these realms was 
to delude by delay, to defeat by deception. 
For if, by.any unfortunate and destructive 
infatuation, we should ever be brought to 
imitate the condect.of those -countries, 
which, from narrow views of policy, anda 
¢onfined,. selfish, and fatal contemplation 
of events, have ultimately been made the 
Victims of their ows delusion, and annibi- 
Tated by that very power to which they had 
so repeatedly svecumbed; if, say, the 
people of Great Britain should ever be in- 
duced, to forget the proud distinction of | chiefof the French empife had obtained, that 
their immediate situation, or negleet afterthe actual enjoyments and the comforts 
the sacred. principle, by the exercise of|derived from his own repose, he would be 
which that proud distinction was obtained, unwilling to forfeit the great blessing he 
thes should.we have to regret the complete j.wes possessed of, or to disturb the recipro« 
forgetfulness of, all that.was. hitherto held tranquillity of the respective countries. 
gacred;.to witwess the. lamentable sub-}But, my lords, considerably changed are 
thission of British honour -and. good faith, opinions, end widely different are my 
to. the most scandalous violation of every|views of the advantages of a peace witlr 
principle of equity, and- every precept of].France, when I recall to wy recolléction, 
common justices, To gtard against such that scarcely was the Treaty of Amiens exe~ 
_4n humiliation, and. to preserve unsullied| cuted, when the most insidious and open 
the unrivalled honowr of the British name, [violation of every principle of good: faith 
there is not,], am convinced, an individual | was exhibited ; when, in defiance of every 
ap this. country, through whose veins. one|:provision of that treaty, the head’ of the 
|French government récommenced his 
voluntarily. shed it in, thet noblest of all} system of unbounded aggressibn, with « 
and who. not look forward, | renovated lust of power, with a complete 
with the. mast ardent feelings, to that great | disregard of alt those maxims and usages, 
and important trialyupon the result of which which were wont to support the honour 
his own: and hig copntry’s happiness end tend happiness of the civilized world, But 


‘that for one moment I should be cotisiders » 
ed the advocate of an interminable war, or © 
an -unfeeling spectator of the numerous 
affictions and distresses which war occas 
sions yet, howevér humane considerations 
may tend to repress the assertion, 1 cannot 
refrain from expressing my dissént to this — 
a of the address; and upon this point 

appeal to the testimony of the noble vis- — 
count (Sidmouth) opposite. I appeal té 
‘the opinion, which, previous to the ratifi- 
cation of the Treaty of Amiens, F thought . 
it my duty, as an honest servant of the 
crown, to comarunicate to my sovereign’ 
At that period I never did assert, that the 
‘conditions of that treaty.were glorious and 
honourable ; [ did not contend that its 
stipulations were such as to.provide for the 
‘permanence of peace, or the lasting secus 
rity of Great Britain; but I was induced 
to hope; that after the conquests which the ~ 


sidered as a cause of regret. God forbid, -§- 
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4. 


“hibit the characteristic .duplicit 


' the dates, when the Russian ministef D’Ou- 


“mot only meditated, but actually com- 


"peace, are equally hostile with his move- 


‘annals of 


SRS Sa 


if 4 farther proof ‘was still wanting fo ex- 
of the 
French cabinet, let us, my lords, look to 


bril was either forced, or tricked, to sign 
a separate treaty with France. Here the 
strong inducement with that minister, was 
to save the Austrian empire ; for this spe- 
tific purpose, and this alone, the treaty 
was actually executed, by the plenipoten- 
tiary of Russia; yet, if I do not much 
misconstrue the dates, the changes in Ger- 
many, and the Rhenish Confederation, were 


pleted, if not at the signing of the treaty 

y D’Oubril, most certaiuly before the ar- 
rival of that ambassador with the treaty at 
the court of St. Petersburgh. In this most 
flagitious conduct of one nation to another ; 
in this uniform perseverance in fraud, ag- 
gression, and injustice, I find the strong 
argument which justifies me not to lament 
the failure of a pacific adjustment with an 
enemy, whose aggressions, in times of 


ments in times of war—Having thus de- 
¢lared my opinion upon the result of the 
negociation, I shall now advert to the 
basis upon which the declaration of his ma- 
jesty has asserted that it commenced and 
proceeded. This principle of actual pos- 
session, or the uti possidetis, is asserted to 
‘be the basis upon which the respective go- 
vernments originated the discussion. Now, 
my lords, fairly and plainly arguing the 
question, and comparing the understood 
and admitted meaning of the wit possidetis 
with the two bases agreed upon between! 
that great departed statesman (Mr. Fox) 
and M.'Talleyrand, I do confess I cannot! 
recognize the principle of actual possession 
as the basis of a treaty. Ui possidetis ure 
‘two latin words, fully empowering the con- 
tracting parties to hold, in their respec- 
tive possession, whatever territory or con- 
quests over which, at or before the execu- 
tion of the treaty, they may have obtained 
a sovereignty. Let us compare this defini- 
tion’ of the ufi possidetis, with the two 
‘basés ‘agreed upon,’ either with the one 
‘which' specifies the determination of con- 
tracting upon general grotinds for ourselves 
‘and allies, or with the more enlarged prin- 
guaranteeing the security of the’ 
‘Tesser' states; atid I" am sure, that, from 
such d’comparison, ‘there is nothing in the 
plomacy, to justify, from such 
a constriction of the bases of a negocia~ 


the most ingenious reasonet may adopt, 
any thing approximating to the principle of 
actual possession. That his majesty’s mi- — 
nisters were sincere in believing that the 
uti possidetis was the admitted basis, I 
most candidly believe, and that it was the 
design of the French government to en* 
courage that impression, at the same time 
that it cautiously avoided committing itself 
to such a compact throughout the entire 
progress of the correspondence. Indeed, 
the conduct of, his majesty’s government 
has proved it to be a government, seeking 
peace, in the spirit of peace; whilst the 
contrasted fluctuation of the enemy, shift» 
ing and evasive, at one moment giving up 
one concession, in the next reclaiming the 
proposition, which it’ before conceded, 
clearly exhibits that, from the beginning 
until the rupture of the negociation, the 
same perfidy and bad faith were the ac 
tuating principle of the French cabinet. 
But there is one fact, to which I must beg 
the attention of your lordships, asit is one 
upon which the déclaration of his majesty, 
the character of his government, and the 
credit of the country, are at issue with the 
statement of that man who is at the head 
of the French empire, and has, in the face 
of the world, positively denied that the 
uti possidetis was the basis. of the late ne- 
gociation, This is a circumstance which it 
behoves his majesty’s ministers fully to ex 
plain; and to convince this house, and all 
Europe, that whet has gone abroad, sanc 
tioned by the name. of their sovereign, is 
the true and justified inference. But the 
noble baron opposite, has proved, with 
considerable perspicuity, that the principle 
of actual possession, is the only principle 
which could apply to the coinparative situa- 
tion of Great Britain and France, that, 
from the diversified nature of the various 
conquests of the respective enipires and 
from the maritime: superiority of the one 
compared with the. territorial influence of 
the other, the only probable besis upon 
which a treaty honourable to both the con- 
tracting parties could be effected, was the ba- 
sis of the uti possidetis. Having thus proved 
that the. principle of -actual,possession was 
ecoly basis upon which a beneficial treaty 
could have been concluded, the nobie ba- 
ron has. certainly added to the number of 
the reasons, and enforced. the cogency of 
those arguments, which render it absolute- 
ly necessary for ministers prove to a 
demonstration, thatthe principle of the 


‘tion, by'thé thost tortiiréd perversion which 
Von. VIII. 
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a was the actual basis, agreed 
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and acted upon in the late negociation. 
Really, I know not ‘in what part of the 
official papers presented to this house, his 
majesty’s ministers will find this principle 
of actual possession, once recognized by 
the Freach government. Surely not in the 
letter dated the 5th of March, where an ex- 
tract from the speech of the chief of that 


- empire states the readiness of the enemy 


to make peace upon the basis of the Treaty 


of Amiens—a basis directly contrary to 


the principle of the utz possidetis; and a 
treaty, to which, from the former feelings 
of the noble baron opposite to me, I am 
surprized he could have for one moment 
listened. But, my lords, not only in the 
letter of M. Talleyrand, of the 5th of 
March, is there no mention of this basis, 
but in the whole of the respective com-| 
munications from the 20th of March to 


_ the 13th of June, not a syllable, word, or 


sentence, of such an import or meaning, 
is to be found. ‘Is it not rather remarkable, 
that in the progress of a correspondence, 
avowed, by the Declaration of his majesty, 
to have originated and continued upon the 
basis of the uti possidetis, now that the ne- 

ociation has failed, his majesty’s minis- 


‘ters are unable to bring forward, for the 


satisfaction of this house and the country 
at large, no better evidence of the reco- 
ghition of that principle, by the govern-| 
ment of France, than the few scanty un- 
defined words of the French minister ? and 
indeed, my lords, it has produced in my 
mind no small degree of astonisliment, to 
find iu the answer of Mr. Fox, to the com- 
munication of M. Talleyrand, where this 
disinclination of France to demand any of 
the possessions of England is stated, nu 
one observation or reference to the princi- 


_ple of-actual possession; although that 


anstwer was intended to amplify and eluci- 
date the important natyre of the basis pro- 


' ‘posed, together with the probable com- 


‘mercial advantage of France, and the con- 
sequent respect of tier naval flag. With 
‘respect to the conferences of the earl of 


“Yarmouth with the French minister, how 
“does the history 


disclose itself? On the 2d 
‘of June, a letter was dispatched from the 
French minister to Mr. Fox, for the pur- 
ose of explaining the ngtyre of the con- 

érenees with the earl © Yarmouth, and 

the object of that lord’s departure for fi 
Qn 


‘country. This letter’ arrived in Lon 


the 4th of June, the satne day on which 


‘that soble lord'feached town yet, in this 


/ 
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of the principle of the uti possidetis; and 
though the earl of Yarmouth had a confe. 
rence with Mr. Fox, about the time of its 
arrival, yet, in the answer of Mr. Fox, of 
the 14th of June, there is preserved an 
equally unaccountable silence upon the ace 
tual principle of the uti possidetis. It has been 
reported as a reason that the direct basis. 
of actual possession was not specifically 
stated, that it arose from the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the German dominions of 
his majesty. Why the situation of those 
dominions should operate against a clear, 
decided, and unambiguous expression of 
the basis upon which the contracting par- 
ties had respectively agreed to treat, I am 
at a lossto comprehend, But I must again 
repeat, that in the history of diplomacy I 
never either read or heard of such a basis 
of negociation as that which his majesty’s 
ministers have, in the present case, select. 
ed for the ground of their justification. 
There are a few other points upon which I 
beg leave to trouble your lordships ; one is 
the last letter said, in the French account of 
the negociation, to have been sent by M, 
Talleyrand to lord Lauderdale. I shall be 
glad to hear from the noble lord that no 
such letter was ever received, or that no 
minister of a hostile power would dare to 
send to the plenipotentiary of Great Bris 
tain, a communication replete with the 
most base and injurious calumnies ; calum- 
uies which tended to exhibit that noble lord 
in the most savage form, and which, I am 
fully persuaded, were to him unfoundedly 
and improperly addressed, Another in- 
stance of the same inveterate malice and 
unprincipled audacity was the contradic 
tion of one of the French plenipotentiaries, 
to the report the earl of Yarmouth had 
made of his conferences with the French 
minister, on the basis of the negociation, 
and, which reports were denominated Po- 
litical Romances. Upon the whole of the 
evidence which the papers presented to this 
house contain, I still contend, that the 
basis of actual possession is not only not 
proved to be true, but that the evidence 
makes out no such proposition, even 
in the remotest view of the case, To the 
other parts of the address, [ repeat my 
most cordial and hearty assent; deeply im- 
pressed as I am with the nécessity of 
meeting the dangets of the érisis, and the 
menaces of our inveterate enemy, with 

that firmness, patriotism and spirit, which 
ever évinced the marked intrepidity 


communication, there is not an admission 


bf this ‘country, and preserved inviolate, 


| 


the purity of the national character. 
Lord Grenville had an anxiety far beyond 
‘any personal consideration, that the cause 
jof the country on this great question 
should stand clear, and its rectitude and 
trath unquestioned. He was rejoiced to 
find, than in this enlightened assembly, 
there was no doubtras to the propriety with 
which the cause of the country had been 
conducted that affected any orie great prin 
ciple. He was happy to think that ‘there 
was no Englishman, who, on reading the 
papers before their lordships, but would 
say, with that noble energy which was so 
‘well conveyed in the language of the 
learned lord opposite, that he was unworthy 
of the name of lishman, who, after 
his majesty’s efforts for the restoration of 


_ peace had been frustrated, as the papers 


evinced, by the unprincipled ambition and 


_ bad faith of the enemy, would not be con- 


tent to shed the last drop of his blood in 
support of the just cause of his majesty 
and the country. When he had with so 
much satisfaction ‘heard this grand princi- 
ple so eloquently enforced, it was with in- 
finite regret that he heard the noble and 
eloquent lord enter into the consideration 
of points of such minute importance that 
they were no better than mere mattérs of 
technical form. It was with infinite pain 
that he should follow the noble and eloquent 
lord through these petty details. But be 
said it might seem disrespectful towards 
the house, if his majesty’s ministers should 
leave even this part of the objections made 
to their conduct unanswered and unex- 
plained, Yet ifthe objection urged by the 
noble and learned lord were even universally 
felt, that would not prove’ that the cause 
of the country was wrong, or that an 

error had been committed in the manag: 

ment of the’ negociation. The most it 
could amount to would be, that some in- 
accuracy had been fallen into by those who 
drew up the Declaration, for he was suré no 
wilful mis-statement would: be suspected, 
in laying the case before parliament ‘and 
the public. | The noble lord on the other 
side maintained that there was nothing in 
the papers‘on the table to sustain the asser- 
tion, that the French government ever pro- 
posed to treat upon the basis ‘of the uti possi- 
detis. But even if the noble lord were 
borne out in‘ his inference, still it would 
not avail him for the purpose he had in 


_ View; because ministers had other and still 


stronger, grounds upon which to rest. At 


feast the ‘noble lord ‘would’ ‘allow that 
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-|nothing appeared in those papers to form 


even’ an apology for denying that the pro- 
position of the uti possidetis was acceded 
to by the French government at the outset. 
Although he might affirm, as’he’ had done, 
that the statement ih his majesty’s declara- 
tion as to this point,’ was not directly 
borne out by thé documents on the table ; 
still he would not venture to say that it was 
directly contradicted. Indeed, it was 
hardly possible that any candid’ man would 
hazard such a contradiction. But, as he had 
already stated, his majesty’s ministers had 
other information to proceed upon in form- 
ing the declaration which formed the sub- 
ject of the ‘noble lord’s animadversion ; 
and the noble lord must have been aware 
of ‘that, although it seemed ‘so much this 
night to have escaped’ his’ recollection. 
And this was certainly rather strange, for, 
considéring the practice of that learned 
profession, of which the noble Jord formed 
such’ a distinguished member, it was 
really extraordinary that when the best 
evidence that the case required, was within 
his réach, he should have taken up the 
very worst.’ The noble lord took for his 
basis, and’ argued upon the words of gen. 
Clarke atid M. Talleyrand, to which no 
man'could expect that house or any candid 
assembly to attach confidence in a business 
of this nature, and particularly’ under the 
circumstances in which those words were 
written, instead of resorting to that evi- 
dence to whith a ‘desire of attaining the 
truth would naturally direct; namely, the 
evidence of the very 
to whom the’ proposition of the uti posside 
tis was made by the’ French minister, and 
who was épécially’ dispatched by that mi< 
nister to béar that’ proposition to thiscoun- 
try. To that noble lord the verbal message 
which distitictly this proposition 
was conimitted by the’ French government, 
and by him ‘it was communicated to his 
majesty’s ministers. It was’not therefore 
to any words of gen. Clarke or M. Talley- 
rand, when they found it convenient to 
change the original ground of the negocia- 
tion, nor even -to the papers’ before the 
house, but to’the ‘testimony ‘of lord Yuar- 
ttiouth that house was to look for a justifi- 
cation of that paper, the correctness of 
which the noble lord on the other side 
thought fit to question. If lord Yarmouth 
had been dead, if he were not at present 
forthcoming, if he had not actually spoken, 
why, in such case, the doubts of the noble 
lord might ‘have been excusable and his ar- 
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But lord Yarmouth 
ad. fully testified tothe fact stated in his 
majesty’s.declaration,. That: noble Jord’s 
written evidence was before the house, and 
his vind, voce evidence was before the coun- 
try (see ps +49), Was not that sufficient to 
satisfy the noble lord.? Lf any, man assert- 
¢d that the proofs, furnished by the, docu- 
ments on;the table were nugatory, as to the 
establishment of the point. respecting the 
vi possidetis, if it were argued that lord 
armouth’s notes were. inadequate, and 
that further proof was demanded, then he 
would refer to the words. of lord Yarmouth 
so recently delivered, as the best possible 
proof that could be looked for by. any rea- 
sonable man, as amply sufficient to supply 
eny omission that, might appear in the 
papers before. the house, and. as forming 
the most complete justification of ; those 
concerned in.crawing up, that passage in the 
Declaration, to which the noble lord op- 
ite. had thought proper to ,object.— 
From this point the noble lord proceeded 
to the. consideration. of, another, upon 
which he. was induced to rise :. he meant.as 
to the slur,which had been cast. by .the 
noble lord.opposite, upon the conduct of 
the negociation. Upon this, he had. no 
hesitation in asserting that, the negociation 
was commenced under the direction of a 
statesman of the most eminent ability:; of 
one who was particularly conversant with 
this department of political knowledge ; of 
one who was, beyond any comparison, the 
ablest diplomatist. he had ever known; 
ertainly by far the ablest he had ever seen. 
et the noble lord, opposite, had been 
pleased to find fault with his mode of pro- 
ceeding, But that Mr. Fox completely 
vaderstood ; the general. practice of diplo- 
macy ; that plan of negociation was 


. precedented and wise, and that the noble 


ord opposite, mistated that practice, he was 
full y prepared to maintain. . The, ductrine 
laid down by the noble lord, that no nego- 


‘ciation should be entered into, unless the 


first. overtures were committed 
to writing, was, he would affirm, entirely 
novel aud unprecedented. Nothing was 
so general.as to commence with verbal 
¢ommunications, and thep, to proceed. to 

ritten documents. . In. this instance the 
first propositions. were made verbally, but 
ie ip every subsequent dispatch to both 

rds. Yarmouth and Layderdale, it was 
prassign to have their propositions com- 

litted to writing, and there was no dis- 
patch transmitted by those noble lords to 


his majesty’s ministers in which it did not ” 
appear that they uniformly dwelt opon that 
point. Indeed lord Yarmouth was sent 
back to Paris for the special purpose of 
having the communications verbally made 
to him committed to writing, There was,’ 
therefore, no. degree of incorrectness, in. 
accuracy, or logseness, in the conduct of 
this negociation,, on the part of this.couns 
try, whatever migbt have been the miscon, 
cuct.of France. Unless, indeed, the noble 
lord opposite could allege it as an accusas 
tion against his majesty’s ministers. that 
the French government had receded from _ 
their. first. propositions; unless he could 
shew that our government. manifested, 4 
disposition to treat upon a different basis, 
or had actually proposed such basis; or 
rather, unless he could cancel from the ree 
collection of their lordships and the coun 
try the positive directions to lord Yars | 
mouth to abandon the negociation altoge- 

ther if the French goverament would not — 
treat on the grounds proposed in the first 
instance, it was impossible the noble lord 
could make out the charges he bad endea- 
voured to establish against the conduct of 
his majesty’s. ministers,. So precise. were 
ministers on this point, that lord Yarmouth 
was, instructed not to produce, his full 
powers to the French ministers) until the 
propositions verbally made to, him should 
be formally confirmed by being committed 
to writing ; until he should have a written 
document. from the French goyernment, 
The circumstance of that noble lord's ha- 
ving produced those powers before his iny 
structions were complied with, it was now 
unnecessary to discuss; whatever might 
have been the, merits. of that transaction, 
sure he was, that no one would question 
the. motives of that noble lord, or doubt 
for a moment that his conduct was actuated 
by the most sincere’ and ardent wishes for 
the interests of his country. It was, how. 
ever, clear, from the instructions given to 
that nobleman, that his majesty’s ministers 
used every means to obtain from the 
French government a written acknowledge- 
ment, of its views, as stated’ in its first 
communications by the same nobleman. 
For, that purpose lord Lauderdale. was sent 
to Paris, At least that was the first object 
to which he was to attend.. That noble- 
man’s instructions were, to have committed 
to writing the first ipropasitions of the 
French government, including of course 
the uti possidetis, or else to return to Eng- 
land.--The noble lord congluded with obs 
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serving, that. he was induced to rise, on 
with a view to.elucidate the two. points al- 


uded to by tle noble lord opposite, name-| 


y, with regard to the statement in his,ma- 
jesty’s declaration respecting the uti _passi- 
detis, and also in regard to the conduct,of 


the negociation, upon both which -points 


he hoped that he had succeeded in satisfy- 


_ jng the house that the noble lord’s censures 


were unfounded, that the statement in the 

claration of his majesty was fully sus- 
tained,.by the facts of the case, and that 
the,conduct. of, the great statesman. who 
was now no more, was not in any. instance 


puore strongly entitled to the esteem, the 
gratitude, and, the admiration of his coun- 


try—that, instead of having deserved the 
charge of inaccuracy or inc@rrectness, his 
management of this negociation was marked 
by the most perfect regularity. . 
_, Lord Eldon, in explanation, disclaimed 
any intention of casting a reflection upon 
the conduct or character of the distin- 
ished statesman alluded to, but repeated 
is assertion, that in the correspondence 
which took place from March to June, 
there was not one word about the w/t possi- 
detis ;.and took occasion to observe, that 
the, instructions to lord Yarmouth were, 
not that he should insist upon the uéi possi- 
detis, but. that he should.not produce his 
owers unless. it were agreed to leave 
ily in sion of the king of Naples. 
_, Lord Lauderdale expressed his happiness 
to find, that the address before the house 
was likely to meet with their lordships’ 
unanimous concurrence, but at the same 
time he could not help observing, that in 


- the course, of the discussion, a vast deal 


of extraneous matter had been introduced, 
and particularly by the. learned lord who 
spoke last but one. It. was nut, however, 
his intention to follow that. learned lord 
either in his irrelevant remarks, or in that 
part of his speech which had relevancy to 
the subject under consideration. He could 
not think of detaining the attention of the 

ouse as to the one, and the able and im- 

ressive manner in which the case had 
been opened by his noble friend on the 
bench near. him (lord Grenville) rendered 
it quite unnecessary for him to offer many 


observations with regard to the other. 


e did not rise, therefore, so much with 
the intention of.adding any thing in the 
shape of argument to what the house had 
heard from his noble friend, as in ‘order to 
give -his testimony to the learned lord op- 
posite (lord Eldon). But, before he pro- 


ceeded to answer that learned lord’s call, 
he could not help expressing his surprise 
that it had been made at all. It certainly 
was rather singular thatthe learned lord 
should apply to him. for evidence after 
having doubted. the evidence of lord Yar- 
mouth-—that he, should deem_his ; testi- 
mony of any account, after treating that of 
lord Yarmouth as. perfectly nugatory. 
Passing this by, however, it did bapper that 
he (lord L.).could give. ample evidence to 
the facts questioned by the noble lord op- 
posite. For, independently of lord Yar; 
mouth’s having repeatedly stated these 
facts to. him, he was enabled to confirm 
them from other sources, particularly 
from his own conferences with the minister 
of France. Without, however, any corro- 
boration from his testimony, he, would con- 
tend that the notes and verbal communi- 
cations of .lord Yarmouth were quite suffi- 
cient to sustain the assertions complained 
of in his majesty’s Declaration, and also 
to vindicate the conduct of the negociation 
from the noble lord’s. charge of irregula- 
rity. The learned lord professed to have 
read the papers on the table, and.no doubt 
he had done.so with great attention, still he 
seemed to have overlooked, or but slightly 
considered the dispatch of the 13th of 
June from lord Yarmouth to Mr. Fox. 
There the noble lord repeated the-words of 
M. ‘Talleyrand, that that. minister had 
been ‘* looking out for some means t 
which a secret and confidential communir 
cation might be. made, explanatory of the ~ . 
sentiments and views of. France, as well 

as the outlines of the terms on which peace 
might be restored.” After this followed an 
account of the verbal communication, of 
M. Talleyrand. Comparing this letter 
with that from M. Talleyrand,, of the 2d 
of June, the propositions asserted by hi 
noble friend in opening the case, appeare 
to him to be completely made out, and the 
objections of the noble lord to be most ex 
traordinary indeed. But as to the conduct 
of Mr. Fox, it was to be recollected, that — 
he wrote two letters..on the 14th of June, 
the one in reply to such part.of M. Tale 
leyrand’s communication as was written ; 
and the other, !presenting lord Yarmouth 
as an authorised person to miake to the 
French minister @ verbal. answer. to. such. 
verbal communications as_ that. noble lord 
was authorized by that minister to convey 
to this country.,; Could any, fault. be 
found by any candid man, with , that 


mode of proceeding on the score of regu- 
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larity ? Certainly not. But the noble lord 

" opposite inferred that the uti possidetis was 
not insisted upon by lordYarmouth,because 
Sicily ‘alone was mentioned. He called 
“upon the noble lord, however, to examine 
‘the dispatch of the Ist of July. There 
‘ Jord Yarmouth states, that in a conversa- 
tion with M. Talleyrand he mentioned the 
impossibility of going on any farther upon 
the outlines of peace “unless he should re- 
turn to the former grounds, and consider 
Sicily in its true sense—unless he came 
strictly within the meaning of his own 
words.” To what then could this refer 
but to some general proposition before 
made, and the return of that proposition 
‘was easily deducible from this dispatch. 
‘The existence indeed of such general pro- 
sition appeared clearly from the words of 

. Talleyrand, that a change of circum- 
stances ‘was always to be considered as a 
treason for'a change of terms, Further, it 


was to be observed, that the change then 


arose out of the opinion which Buonaparte 
had just adopted, that Sicily could be cap- 
tured by him with ease. Thus the French 
government thought proper to recede from 
their first propositions. In this instance 
indeed they avowed and attempted to jus- 
tify the- change, and in terms too which 
pretty intelligibly implied the ‘nature of 
it. For why insist upon Sicily? because 
- they thought oe could get it into their 
possession, and the connection of posses- 
‘sion, with the avowed change of terms in 
this instance, led at least to a natural and 
obvious inference in favour of the argu- 
ment respecting uti possidetis. But there 
was No occasion to rest upon inferences. 
Lord Yarmouth had, in his presence, stated 
to M. Talleyrand himself, the original pro- 
sitions of that minute, respecting the 
uti ‘possidetis, as-referred to in his majes- 
ty’s declaration, without meeting any 
thing like a denial. The learned lord op- 

" posite would admit, that there was a very 
“material difference between a controversy 
‘as to the inferences deducible from a pro- 
position, and the giving a distinct contra- 
diction to the proposition itself. 
whatever there might have been of the for- 
mer, Talleyrand never uttered any thing 
at all approaching to the latter. On the 
‘contrary, indeed, lord Yarmouth's asser- 
tion appeared evidently from the language 
and conduct of M. Talleyrand to ascertain 
an admitted indisputable fact, as to the 
original basis of the negociation. But, in 
order to controvert the statement, that 
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Now, 


this basis referred to the uti possidetis, the 
learned lord opposite fixed upon the first 


‘communication from France, and finding in 


that Buonaparte’s speech to his senate, in 
which he spoke of the basis of the treaty of 


Amiens, the ‘noble lord insisted that such 


was the probable basis originally proposed 
by the French government. Now, it haps 
pened that the noble lord was rather some. 
what confused in his examination. For 
the negociation was not at all on the tapis’ 
at the time’ this speech was made, “and 
therefore the sentiment quoted from it, 
had no connection with the case before the 
house. Indeed, the whole was confounding 
an amicable correspondence between two: 
individuals, one of whom was sincerely an. 
Xious for peate, with the official communi. 
cations of public ministers.—With respect 
to the continuance of the negociation after 
his arrival in Paris, he referred, for the jus. 
tification of his conduct, to the documents 
on the table, confident that it would ap. 
pear from them that he had not unnecessa- : 
rily or improperly prolonged his stay after 
he found the French government unwilling 
to act according to the principles’ upon 
which alone he was authorized to proceed } 
therefore no charge of procrastination was 
attributable to him, for his delay at Paris 


would have been very short indeed, were § 
‘it possible for him to have obtained pass. 


ports as soon as he applied for them. Any 
time that he remained at Paris, in conse. 
quence of apparently pacific changes in the 
conduct and tone of the French minister, 
and particularly in cousequence of the 
change produced by the intelligence of the 
non-ratification of the Russian treaty, was 
dictated by an anxious desire to avail him- 
self of any favourable opportunity that 
promised to secure the greut object his 
mission had in view, and in that to secure 
the honour and interests of his country. 
With regard to the letter ulluded to by 
the learned lord opposite, he could say, 
that during his stay in Paris he experienced 
no waut of civility whatever; nor did he 
know of any thing different, ‘until he saw, 
in this country, the posthumous letter ade 
dressed to him in the Moniteur.—The ‘ade. 
dress was then read from the Woolsack, 
and agreed to, ném.diss.—Adjourned at 11 
HOUSE OF ComMONS. 

‘[Misvures.] Mr. Vansittart brought up 
the Malt-Duty bill, and the Pensions Daty 
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‘the house, we he bad received a letter 


poe e» that he had received a letter from 
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bill, which were read a first time ; he then 
moved, that the house should resolve itself 
into a committee of supply, and that the 
account of Exchequer bills, presented yes- 
terday to the house, should be feferred to 
the said committee, The Speaker having 
left the chair, Mr. Vansittart moved, that 
10,500,000/. be granted to his majesty, for 
paying off 10,500,000/, raised for the year 
1805, by Loans on Exchequer bills out- 
standing and unprovided for.—The house 
resumed, and the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow.—-Mr. Adam moved to 
discharge the order for taking the Linlith- 
gow Election into consideration, and ap- 
ointit forthe 10th of March.—-The follow- 
ing Election Petitions were presented and 
ordered to be taken into consideration : 
Nottingham, appointed for January 22; 
Shaftesbury, for March 3; Culross, for 
March 24; Guildford, for March 5; Lan- 
caster, for March 10; Taunton, for March 
10; Melbourne-Port, (2 petitions) for 
March 10; Honiton, (3 petitions) for 
March 12; Christchurch, (2 petitions) for 
March 12; East Loo, for March 17; 
Newry, for March 17 ; Edinburgh (City) 
for March 26 ; Dublin, Shrewsbury, Glas- 
gow, Mulmsbury, the same day as the 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, January 3. 
_[Mrnures.] The Speaker acquainted 
the house, that he having been returned 
to serve in parliament for the University of 
Oxford, and also for the borough of Hey- 
tesbury, it was necessary that he. should 
make his election, for which of those 
laces he would serve; and, therefore, he 
informed the house that he had made his 
election to serve for the university of Ox-} 
ford.—He also acquainted the house, that 
he had received a letter from John Low- 
ther, esq. who bad been returned for the 
county of Cumberland, and also for the 
borough of Cockermouth; stating, that he 
had made his election to serve for the 
tounty of Cumberland.—He also informed 


from Sir C. Hawkins, bart. who had been 
turned for the boroughs of Grampound, 


Michael, and Penrhyn, against which latter |. 


return a. petition had been presented, and 
then lay on the table ; stating that be had 
made his election to serve for the borough 
of .Grampound.—He also informed the 
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been returned for the county of Kerry, 
and also for the borough of Tralee, stating — 
that he made his election to serve for the 
county of Kerry.—Mr. Vansittart informed 
the house, that having been returned for 
the borough of Helleston, and also for the 
borough of Old Sarum, he made his elec- 
tion to serve for the latter place.—The fol« 
lowing new Writs were then moved. for: 
borough of .Cockermouth, in the room of 
J. Lowther, esq. who had made bis election 
to serve for Cumberland; borough of Hasle- 
mere, in the room of viscount Garlies, now 
earl of Galloway ; borough of Tralee, in _ 
the room of the right hon. M. Fitzgerald, 
who had made his election to serve for 
Kerry ; borough of Helleston, in the room. 
of Mr. Vansittart who had made his elec- _ 
tion to serve for Old Sarum ; borough of 
St. Michael, in the room of F. W. Trench, 
esq. who had accepted the Chiltern Hune 
dreds ; borough of Minehead, in the room 
of Sir John Lethbridge, who had accepted 
the office of steward of East Hendred.— 
Mr. Freemantle presented a petition on 
behalf of the agent for the petitioner 
against the return for the borough of Salt- 
ash, praying of the house to enlarge the 
time for receiving the usual recognizance, 
He stated, that the recognizance had been 
transmitted to the country by the post, in 
due time to be returned to town, but owing 
to some unaccountable delay, its trans- 
mission back to town had been delayed. 
The Speaker observed, that it was his duty 
to call the attention of the house to this. 
subject. By a resolution of the house, the 
recognizance upon a petition, complainin 
of an undue election, should be return 
within 14 days after presenting such peti- 
tion; this had not been done in the pre- 
sent case, but a reason had been stated for 
this delay; it was therefore his. duty to 
lay the facts before the house, that the 
house. might consider whether there were 
sufficient grounds for admitting the receipt 
of such petition. The question was then 
put upon bringing up the petition, and 
carried, nem.con. The petition being then 
read, the. time for returning the recogni 
zance was enlarged until Wednesday next. _ 
‘HOUSER OF COMMONS... 

Monday, January 5... 
[Txerrorp Exection.] Mr. Whitbread 
moved for discharging, the order for taking 
the petition into consideration on the 27th 
instant, for the parpose of moving its con- 
sideration on a future day. The grounds 


bon, Maurice Fitzgerald, who had 
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that "he stated for this motion were, that 
there was a number of persons who voted 
lat ‘were supposed to have no legal right 
vote, and that therefore it was advise- 
able to try the legality of their votes in 
the usual manner, by moving a quo war- 
tanto in the Court of King’s Bench. There 
had not hitherto been sufficieut time 
_ for trying the validity of those votes in 
that manner, as the election was on the 
4th of November, and the last term ended 
on the 26th. The object of his motion 
was, theréfore, such a delay as would al- 
Tow'time for the question to be determined 
bya court of law. He should therefore 
afterwards move, that the consideration of 
the petition ‘be postponed until the 12th of 
February. 
’* Mr. Mingay declared, that he rose under 
considerable trepidation and alarm. If be 
were to say that it was diffidence, at pre- 
senting bimself to a public assembly, such 
a declaration from a man of ‘his years, and 
of his former professional habits, would 
draw down ridicule ; but he felt seriously 
‘distressed, when he considered that he was 
‘so personally and pointedly attacked. 
Until yesterday he had not the slightest 
idea that any member of that house would 
bring forward such a motion. Although it 
was true, that the election of Thetford 
was on the 4th of November, yet the fact 
was, tliat the point now at issue had been 
_ Settled five years ago, and had been ever 
since acquiesced in, It was not one term 
alone that the petitioners had had to try} would be as slow to lend themselves to 
the law of the question, but every term]|the overturning corporate rights as the 


since the year 1801 they might have {committees of the house of commons. 
_ brought it forward, if they had thought} 


aka get The question went to nothing 
ss than tearing to pieces the corporate 
rights of that borough, and dissolving the 
‘corporation. This was a petition that the 
house would not shew peculiar favour to ; 
- ‘and be hoped they would not let it hang 
‘for ever over his head, as he’believed the 
‘real object of the petitioners was to keep 
him as long in ot water as possible, It 
- ‘was the death of an old alderman (his bro- 
ther) that occasioned this petition. ' There 
were complaints now of what a man; who 
was alderman, and afterwards mayor of 
the town, had done in 1801, 2,3. A great’ 
part of the voters that bad been made] 
during that time were now sought to be dis- 
franchised, ‘There was however, no objec- 
tion made to the votes made by that alder- 
‘man in 1801, and yet, after so many years, 
‘the petitivuers ‘ wishéd to disfranchise, on 


a supposed irregularity, such a number of 
voters, as would in fact change the corpos 
ration itself. After distinguishing this case 
from the cases of Harwich and East Ret. 
ford, he hoped the house would not now 
establish such a precedent for attacking 
corporate bodies, 

‘Mr. Whitbread was not conscious of 
having said any thing which the hon. gent, 
was justified in considering as a personal 
attack on himself. The question was mere- 
ly a legal question, whether @ certain de- 
scription of persons had or had not the 
right of voting. If they had, the hon, 
gent. was secure of his seat; if they had 
not, he would of course be removed from 
his seat, He could not suppose the object 
of the petition was by any means to harass 
him, or keep him, as he had expresséd it, 
in hot water. Although it was possible 
that for the last 5 years, illegal votes might 
have been received, yet, if the flaw was not 
discovered until the last election, the peti- 
tioners were in sufficient time. — 

Mr. Mingay again stated, that it was not 
one term only that they had lain by, but it 
was five years and one term. He was, 
therefore, against the motion for dischare 
ging the order, 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst considered that the 
house had hardly sufficient materials to 
decide on, having only two contradictory 
statements. He thought, however, that as 
to this flaw, which had been only disco- 
vered the other day, the courts of. law 


The Attorney-General had no objection 
to the delay of a fortnight, which was all 
that was asked for in the first instance, but 
he could not see why the petitioners suf 
fered all the last term to pass over without 
moving for a writ of quo warranto. This 


next term, and that would be very far 
from deciding the question. , 
‘Mr. Whitbread observed, that the delay 
of a fortnight was all he asked in the first 
instance, and if, at the end of that period, 
he could not lay sufficient’ grounds fot 
postponing it further, the house’ of course 
‘would not consent to put it offlonger. 
Mr. Rose considered that it ‘was likely, 
that postponing it upon the grounds t 
were would it that 
it should be postponed so ‘long, that it 
could not be determined in'the course of 
the present'session, 
3 


was al] they could do in the course of the ~ 


a 
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_ Lord Howick observed, that it would be 
extremely inconvenient that the house 
shoald that night divide upon the question : 
he therefore proposed the debate should 
be adjourned until to-morrow. This pro- 
position was accordingly agreed to. 

[Necoctatton Franée.] 
= Lord Howick; having moved that the 
Papers presented to the house on the 22d 
of December last (see p. 91) relating to the 
Negociation with France,be now taken into 
consideration, rose;and addressed the house 
as follows :—Mr. Speaker, the Papers which 
have been laid before the house in conse- 
quence of his majesty’s gracious command 
for that purpose, having now been for a 
considerable time under ¢onsideration, it 
becomes my duty to offer that proposition 
to the house which has been usual on si- 
thilar occasions ; namely, a motion for an 
humble address to his majesty, expressive 
of such sentiments as the house may think 
fit to convey to the throne, after a careful 
review of the whole of this most important 
question. In rising to perform this duty, 

‘it is impossible for me not to experience 
many painful feelings: in the first place, 
regret, deep and lasting regret, for the 
failure of an effort sincerely directed to 
the restoration of peace to this country and 
to Europe, aggravated as that failure has 
been by the increased difficulties which the 
rapid succession of the most fatal events 
_ has since opposed to the restoration of 
_ peace, But, sir, connected with these 
feelings, peculiarly affecting to myself, is 
’ another event which it is impossible for me 
to pass by unnoticed, for it is impossible 
for me not to recollect by whom this busi- 
ness would have been detailed to this house, 
but for the dispensation of Providence. It 
is impossible for me to speak a word upon 
this occasion, either as to the effort itself, 
or the failure of it, without recollecting the 
great and irreparable loss the country has 
sustained in the death of that loved friend 
and instructor, without whose guidance 
and support I have no confidence in my 
own strength. It is impossible for me to 
forget what he was, and whatfam. In 
detailing his efforts, and defending his con- 
duct, F feel more than ever my own insufh= 
- @iency for the performance of the task 
_ which he alone could adequately fulfill. 
If any thing can support me under such 
\apprehensions, and upon’ such an oceasion, 
it 1s the knowledge I have of those princi- 
ag as connected with this subject, which 


to think of any thing in‘ this life, of his 
opinions, as to the means to be used for 
the purpose of restoring peace and pro- 
sperity to this country. It is thatknowledge 
which alone can enable me, or rather en= 
‘courage mie adequately to perform the 
duty which F owe to his memory, to this 
house, and to the public. Sir, if T could 
be confident of a general concurrence in 
this house on this subject, sach as I believe 
to prevail abroad ; or if I could even trust 
that this house would follow the example 
of the other house of varliament in the 
unanimity of its vote, my task would in< 
deed be grateful and easy; but F know 
too wel}, the severity of criticism which I 
have to expect from some quarters in this 
house, and F am too apprehensive of a ra« 
dical difference of opinion, to entertain 
that confidence, or to think there wiil be 
any such unanimity of sentiment in this 
house, as to the result of the negociation: 


}1 shall therefore endeavour, by as clear 


and detailed an exposition as I can make 
of the facts, to shew, that as, on the one 
hand, the king’s government has, in no 
instance, committed the honour ‘of the 
crown, by any manifestation or disposition 
to make improper concessions and sacrifices 
so, on the other, it has neglected no means 
within its power to conclude such a peace 
as was consistent with the honour, pro= 
sperity, and interests of the country. J do’ 
not know whether, on the present occasion, 
it will be necessary to shew to the house 
that, at the time of opening the late nego- 
ciation, peace was in itself desirable. This, 
as a general proposition, is always true ; 
peace is always desirable. The only true 
and legitimate end of war is a safe and 
honourable peace. But the quéstion wilt 
be, whether we stood in a situation, at the 
‘moment of opening the negociation, that 
we could open it with a hope of obtaining 
-such terms as, under all circumstances, the 
country had a right to expect. F think it 
will hardly be denied,-that after the failure 
‘of the third coalition, after the fatal day 
‘of Austerlitz, peace, if it could have been 
obtained without any important sacrifices, 
which should place us ina worse situation 
as to the renewal ef a war to which we 
might be provokeg by the injustice of the 
enemy—if such a ‘peace could have been: 
obtained, I think that, merely with a view 
to the temporary repose of the world, it 
would, have been’ desirable. If it would’ 
have been desirable, then, upon what prin- 


e held invariably until he ceased for ever 
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invariably pursued by his majesty’s minis- 


‘What was the answer? It was, that it was 
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entered into? And here I must refer to the 
principle stated in Mr. Fox’s first letter to M. 
‘Falieyrand, in answer to the first overture, 
** that a peace, to be advantageous to the 
two countries, should be negociated on 
principles honourable to both, and, at the 
same time, of a nature, as far as possible, 
to secure the future tranquillity of Europe.” 
This principle is what I wish the house to 
keep in mind, because it is that which was 


ters. It was that which they made the 
basis.of the negociation. They insisted, 
first, that we should treat in conjunction 
with our ally the emperor of Russia; and, 
in the next place, that the negociation 
should be conducted upon the basis of 
actual possession, because they thought 
that a negociation, to be honourable, 
should be equal, and, to be equal, it is 
necessary that at the outset each party 
should acknowledge that neither is in a 
situation to be under the necessity of pur- 
ehasing. peace of the other on terms of 
humiliation, or any other disadvantage; 
and this I say results as a necessary corol- 
lary from that principle laid down by Mr. 
Fox, in the outset, in his answer to the 
overture of M. Talleyrand for peace, that 
the peace should be honourable to both 
countries and their respective allies, and 
secure, as far as possible, the tranquillity 
of Europe. Then let us see how this mat- 
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a basis which could not conduct the ne- 
gociation to any salutary end, because the 
basis of that treaty was so undefined and 
liable to cavil, that we should dispute about 
the basis itself. Accordingly, M. Talley« 
rand, in his answey, gives up the question 
almost in words; he says, that he does not 
think any of the articles of that treaty were 
the cause of the war, Throughout the 
whole of his letter he expressly admits, 
that actual possession was to be the basis 
of the negociation, for he tells you, that 
France desires nothing that England pos- 
sesses ; he wishes that the negociation miay 
be conducted on principles of reciprocal 
equality. He states that France is a great 
power on the continent, England is a great 
power by sea, and that Frauce would make 
such coucessions as, from the naval 
riority of England, she had a right to ex- 
pect. In consequence of this admission 
the negociation was opened. Satisfactory 
as the letter of M. Talleyrand was in this 
respect, it however contained another 
point not to be passed over, for it was then 
‘proposed by the government of France 
that we should treat separate from our 
allies. This, Mr. Fox rejected at once, 
He rejected every idea of separating. the 
‘interests of this country and Russia. ‘This 
produced an answer from ‘Talleyrand. The 
discussien now was, the propriety of our 
insisting upon a joint negociation. It was 


ter stands at the outset of the negociation. | contended by M. Talleyrand, that we were 
A right, hon. gent. (Mr. Canning) upon afthe allies of the powers of the continent 


former occasion said, that there were three 
points to be made out by his majesty’s mi- 
nisters: First, that the first overture came 
from the enemy ; next, that the negociation 
was instituted on the basis of actual pos- 
session ; thirdly, that we should act only 
in concert with our allies, Sir, as to the 
first point, I think it has been proved. I do 
not know whether the right hon. gent. 


for some purposes, but not for others— 
that the war was not one war, but two wars 
-—that there was not only a war on the cone 
tinent, but a war at sea—that we were not 
the allies of Russia; forgetting what had 
|been so often said by the French govern- 
ment, that we were the instigators of al] the 
wars on the continent; and forgetting the 
‘glorious achievements of lord Nelson and 


means to recur to the truly fanciful argu-| sir Richard Strachan. Three or four lines 


ment he threw out, that we should shew 
something that came from the French go- 
vernment, prior to the letter of Mr. Fox, 
on the subject of the assassine } should 
suppose he does not think it necessary I 
should shew the existence of such a fact. 
In answer to that letter there came an over- 
ture for a friendly discussion ; that is stated 
to have been the first overture, and it was 
made by the enemy upon a different basis 
than that which was afterwards adopted. 
It was proposed that the basis should be 
the stipulations of the treaty of Amiens. 


of Mr. Fox overturned all the lengthened 
sophisms of M. ‘falleyrand. Thus we 
‘stand, on the 20th of April, with a refusal 
to treat, except in eonjunction with our 
allies. Then, what has been done that 


‘should have had any ulterior effect upon 


the negociation ?. Every one must see that 
Mr. Fox thought the negociation at that 
time at an end. This was confirmed by the 
long interval of silence which afterwards 
ensued.—Here, then, { would ask, whether 
up to this period of the negociation there 
is any thing which any man can blame, any 
thing ‘which were it to do, any man would 
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- must be by the judgment, not only of this 
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‘choose to alter? A right hon. gent. indeed, 
did choose to taunt ministers on a former 
occasion with their simplicity and credulity, 
and affected to ridicule their diplomacy. 
But is this what the right hon. gent. thinks 
deserving of ridicule? If it be true that 
ministers had claimed from the country 
the praise of good faith, and digmity in con- 
duct, and of openness and simplicity in 
diplomatic language, Mr. Fox’s correspon- | 
dence with Talleyrand might be held forth 
as their title to that merit. If the people 
of this country had expected to see a noble 
simplicity of thought and expression, com- 
bined with the most dignified manliness of 
proceeding, distinguish their diplomacy, 
they would find the model in Mr. Fox’s 
letters. Ifthe people of England expec- 
ted to see a commanding superiority of 
genius displayed in its diplomatic transac- 
fions ; if they wished to see the honour of 
their country strongly contrasted with that 
of France, could they wish for a better in- 
stance than the correspondence of Mr. Fox 
with M. ‘Talleyrand ? (hear! hear!) I am 
glad to perceive this opinion ratihed by 
that of this house, as I ama convinced it 


country, but of aJl Europe and of posterity, 
—After Mr. Fox’s letter of the 20th April, 
the negociation seemed to be at-an end, 
as no answer was received till the 4th of 
June, about which time also lord Yar- 
mouth arrived from Paris. The letter of 
M. Talleyrand, then received, reverts ge- 
nerally to former discussions, and does not 
distinctly admit, either the basis of actual 
possession, or that we should negociate 
jointly with Russia; though, in point of 
fact, it was accompanied with a direct over- 
ture, satisfactory on both these grounds, 
Talleyrand, however, proposes to recur to 
the precedent of 1782, though, indeed, he 
evidently misapprehends the true nature 
of that proceeding, Yet it is nevertheless 
true, that lord Yarmouth came over dis- 
tinctly authorized to make an offer of ne- 
gociation on the basis of actual possession, 
and to be carried on jointly with Russia. 
‘This, indeed, accounts for the delay which 
had intervened. M. Talleyrand sent for 
lord Yarmouth, and told bim that he had 
been looking for a person to carry a confi- 
dential communication to the British - go- 
vernment. It is clear, from this, that Tal- 
leyrand was unwilling to commit himself 
in writing, particularly respecting Hanover, 
and for that reason delayed sending the 
letter of the 2d of June till it was: accom- 


panied with an explanation of: points he 
considered too delicate to be in the first 
instance put into a dispatch. Upon this 
point the evidence of lord Yarmouth is 
full and decisive; and after his explana- 
tion in the house a few days ago, it is im- 
possible for any man seriously to doubt 
that he was fully authorized by the French 
minister to offer the uti possidetis, and, in. 
substance, joint negociation. I beg, there- . 
fore, that gentlemen will resort to ‘this the 
best evidenee, and not carp at any parti- 
cular expressions in lord Yarmouth’s com- 
munication of the 13th of June, a paper: 
not drawn up with technical precision, nor 
intended for the public, but as a memo- 
randum in the office of foreign affairs. Will 
it then be denied that lord Yarmouth 
brought for the consideration of ministers 
an offer of negociation on the basis of the 
uti possidetis and jointly with Russia? Is 
not the testimony of lord Yarmouth suffi- 
cient? But is not lord Yarmouth’s under- 
standing, that the proposal of France was 
such as he had described it, proved by the 
whole tenour of the papers on the table? In 
the first conversation lord Yarmouth had _ 
with Talleyrand, does the latter deny those 
points? No; he, indeed, by his silence 
admits them, and only says, that as circum- 
stances had changed greatly, he did not 
consider himself bound to the extent of 
former proposals; that Russia was nego- 
ciating separately, and Sicily had been 
found indispensable to Naples. Such are 
the topics advanced by M. ‘Talleyrand, but 
never does he deny what lord Yarmouth 
asserts. Nay, in a subsequent conference, 
when the acknowledgement of the French 
titles and establishments is waved, it is pro- 
posed that Sicily should be given up for 
Hanover; thus in substance recognizing 
the basis of uti possidetis, by proposing that 
we should give up for an equivalent that 
which it was agreed should be ceded purely 
and simply. ‘The fact was. never denied, 
though the terms were often changed. 
There are, indeed, some expressions iu one 
of the notes of the French plenipotentiaries, 
which indeed seem to contradict the fact 
of the basis of actual possession having 
been admitted. It is said that such a thing 
never could have entered Buonaparte’s 
head, and that, if he had negociated on 
such a basis, he must have continued in 
possession of Moravia, Austria, &c. for- 
getting that at the time of this negociation 
the French were in possession of none of 
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those objects, and their arguments are so 
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absurd they betray the consciousness of a 
bad cause.-—-Can any one doubt then that 
the basis of actual possession was proposed 
by the French? Can it be denied at least, 
that we understood that to be the basis? 
’. Is there any trace of our haying at any 
period admitted another? Look at Mr. 
Fox’s letter of the 5th July, in which he 
instructs lord Yarmouth to put an end to 


the discussion if the French government, 


will not “‘ revert to its original proposals 


with which your lordship was charged.” | 


Here I ought to take notice of a slight 
Omijssion in the papers, which escaped my 


notice till pointed out. I had thought that. 
the words ‘* nous ne vous demandons rien,” 


‘which lord Yarmouth mentioned as used 
by Talleyrand, and which Mr. Fox says 


had been employed by M. Talleyrand in| 


one of his letters to him, were actually in 
a letter amorig the papers on the table. It 
has been observed to me, however, that 
Mr. Fox was too accurate to quote words 
which had not been used, though the senti- 
ment is found in substance in M. Talley- 
rand’s second letter. In reality it has been 
discovered, that in the private letter of M. 
Talleyrand, the latter uses the very words 
in question, accompanied with other ex- 
pressions explanatory of them, such as 
* thatthe emperor had now greatly changed 
bis views of things, and was cunvinced that 
the greatness of England was compatible 
with the greatness of France,’"&c. Clear 
it is, however, that ministers acted upon 
- the supposition that France offered the 
basis of actual possession..—I might now 
ask gentlemen upon the other side, what 
conduct we ought to have pursued ? Having 
received a verbal offer, do they think that 
we ought drily and peremptorily to have 
rejected it, though it was desirable to ne- 
guciate, and if possible, to conclude peace? 
Do they think such a course would have 
deserved or obtained the approbation of 
this house, of this country, or of Eyrope? 
A noble lord opposite remarked, that we 
ought tohave obtained an acknowledgement 
in writing, of the basis; and something of 
the same sort-has been said by an eminent 
statesman in another place. But is it in 
the nature of things, is it consistent with 
the: ordinary course of such: transactions, 
that such an acknowledgement in writing 
can in ‘the first instance be demanded or 
obtained ? Has it not been usual in all 
times and countries, that negociations have 
‘commenced with some such unofficial pros 
ceedings? And, indeed, in propertion to | 


the difficulty of the occasion, and the no- 
velty of circumstances, to which assuredly 
the present can form no exception, it must 
happen that these unofficial proceedings 
must take place, If such dry, peremptory 
rejection of overtures of this nature, as that 
recommended, were to be given, it would 
encumber with newdifliculties, that which 
with every facility is already so difficult, and 
peace would be rendered almost impos- 
sible.—But, without referring -to prece- 
dents of the best times, and the examples 
of the most skilful negociators, I will prove - 
from instances, which some of the gentles 
men opposite will not dispute, that matters, 
fully as important as the offer of a basis of 
negociation, have been considered pers 
fectly proper and authentic, when presented 
in verbal communication, I will shew, that 
an ultimatum in a negociation, previous to 
a rupture, an occasion surely not less ims 
portant than that under consideration, was 
deemed by lord Hawkesbury perfectly re- 
gular. I have now in my hand the docu- 
ments respecting the rupture with France, 
at the beginning of the present war. It is 
needless now to state what my own opini-+ 
ons were respecting that transaction, but 
on this point at least J never saw any thing 
to disapprove, At the time alluded to, . 
however, the noble lord (Castlereagh) was 
a member of the cabinet, and is respon« 
sible for any transaction to which his sance 
tion was required. The learned gent. 
(Mr. Perceval) was likewise committed to 
the approbatjon of the measures, and of 
the negociations which preceded that rups 
ture, and defended them in parliament, 
Another right hon. gent. (Mr. Canning), 
indeed, is not so much implicated in this 
proceeding, as he was not much in the 
habit of approving the conduct of that ad- 
ministration, and though disposed rather to 
arraign their conduct, yet he never ex- 
pressed any disapprobation of this partie 
cular, point. I find, however, that lord 
Whitworth insisted upon three articles, 
which he had been instructed to demand 
as the ultimatum. M. Talleyrand . desired 
that the articles in question should be pre-_. 
sented formally in writing, with which, 
however, lord W. declined tocomply. Lord 
Hawkesbury, in writing to him on the sub. 
ject, mentions that it had been left to his 
discretion to make the communication in 
the way he might consider most advane 
tageous, and he was authorized to do so. 
When we then received a verbal commu 
nication from the French government, 
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pught we at once to have called them 
rogues and traitors, and refused to have: 
any farther intercourse, or ought we to 
have. got that verbal communication turned 
into writing? Lord Hawkesbury saw no 
impropriety in giving M. Talleyrand the 
written communication he asked; and we 
did nothingsmore than what M. Tal-. 
Jeyrand had done when lord Whit- 
worth made a verbal communication ; he 
used. no invective, he only asked it to 
be put in writing, The steps subsequent 
to lord Yarmouth’s communication had 
no other view, and unless we had re- 
solved to give a rude, peremptory refusal, 
and to depart from uniform diplomatic 

edent, we could take no other course 
than that which the documents on the table 
shew us to have pursued. To the written 
letter, a written answer was-returned. To 
the verbal communication, a verbal answer 
was made, and lord Yarmouth returned to 
Paris with instructions to ascertain the sin- 
cerity of theoffer, and, in the regular pro- 
gress of the affair, to obtain its formal ac- 
knowledgement.—-Here“I must correct a 
mistake which appears to have arisen upon 
this point. When lord Yarmouth went 
over to Paris, he was not authorized to in- 
sist upon an acknowledgement in writing, 
of the offer he had first brought to this 
country ; because, in fact, lord Y. having 
no powers, could not ask or expect such 
an official communication. But the ac- 
knowledgement of the basis being made, and 
his powers produced, the authentic writ- 
ten communication of the proposed basis 
must immediately have followed. Lord 
Yarmouth was sent to Paris to establish the 
negociation upon this basis ; and the whole 
train of the transaction evidently shews 
that this was the case, Indeed, so tho- 


roughly am I satisfied that the assertions of 


his majesty’s government are in every 
point strictly consonant with the real facts, 
that were they yet to be submitted to the 
world, I should consider the shape they 
now bear, that which the history of the 
case naturally dictated, and tmost satisfac- 


 torily-proved, I cannot, indeed, conceive 


that any man of common candour and im- 
partiality can doubt that the basis of actual 
possession was proposed by the French, 
and that his majesty’s ministers uniformly 
acted upon that belief and understanding. 
Upon lord Yarmouth’s return to Paris, 
however, he found circumstances conside- 
rably changed. He found M. D’Ouabril 


engaged in @ negotiation from which 
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French government conceived the highest 
hopes, and in consequence of representa 
tions trom Naples, a new importance was 
attached tg Sicily. Soon after M. D’Ou- 
bril concluded a separate peace. It cer- 
tainly is true that lord Yarmouth had been 
instructed not to produce his powers till 
the French government reverted to the ba- 
sis originally proposed. At the same time, 
the difficulty of bis lordship’s situation at — 
that period was very great, and if he erred, 
every une must acknowledge the rectitude 
of his intentions, and the fidelity with 
which he discharged the trust reposed in 
him. Nevertheless the production of his 
powers was contrary to the intentions of 
this government, and to their views of the 
pes which the moment required. Lord 
auderdale was then pitched upon as @ 
man, from his general ability, acquaint- 
auce with business, and bis intimate know- 
ledge of the sentiments of ministers, 
nently fitted to the difficult state of the 
negociation at Paris, The first thing lord 
Lauderdale did on his arrival at Paris was, 
to present a note demanding that the nego~ 
ciation should be placed upon the basis 
which the French government had original~ 
ly proposed, and on which alone we had 
consented to treat, But it will be said, 
that the answer to this note was a denial 
ofthe assertion. If, however, the papers 
be examined with care, 1t willbe seen, that 
even the terms suggested by France amount 
rather to an admission in substance, of what 
we claimed, and of the basis, as it was un- 
derstood by us, and explained by lord 
Lauderdale. In general Clarke’s note, it 
is worthy of remark, that there is a word 
substituted apparently by the imperial pen. 
The word as it stands, is adopter. ‘ The 
only bases,” it says, “ which the emperor 
veuille adopter.” It appears, however, that 
the word as it first stood, was longer, and 
probably was reconnattre; and it seemed as 
if the French government had been resole 
ved rather not to admit the uét possidetis, 
than bold enough to deny that it had been 
once admitted. Be this as it may, lord 
Lauderdale formally insisted on the ac- 
knowledgement of the original basis, and on 
its being withheld, demanded his pass~ 
ports. After some delays on the part of 
the French government, and after a new 
conference, and a partial return towards 
the former basis, lord Lauderdale found 
it impossible to place the negociation on 
the only admissible ground, and with great 
Gifficulty at last got his passports. Never 
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was a different basis for an instant admitted 
‘by this country.—Such is the plain history 
of the negociation, aud in going through it 
Ihave not dwelt on the partic@lar terms 
offered at different periods, meaning to 
touch on that point in the sequel. What! 
part of our conduct, then, do the gentle- 
men opposite censure? A right hon, gent. 
has already said, that whatever be our me- 
rits, the cause of the country is clear. Hf, 


then the cause of the country be clear, 1} 


have gained that about which ¥ am most 
anxiously concerned, Though, undoubted- 
hy, never can be indifferent to the censure 
©r approbation of this house, yet the bitter- 
est part of that censure would be taken away, 
#f while our conduct was disapproved, it 
were admitted that in our hands the ho- 
nour and the cause of the country re- 
mained unsullied and unquestionable.— 
‘Then what is it we are accused. of? It has 
-been stated, indeed, that the negociation 
hetrayed a scene of artifice and duplicity 
onthe one side, playing upon incredulity 
oa the other. But in what have we been 
duped? Where isthe proof of our credu- 
lity ?. These are assertions much more easily 
made than proved. I defy the gentlemen 
Opposite to. point to a single instance in 
which we have been imposed upon; and 
till they do so, kam not much afraid that the 
house will pay much attention to charges 
so lightly made, and assertions so little 
supported. Were we dupes up to the 20th 
ef April? Did Mr. Fox in the corrospon- 
dence with M. Talleyrand shew credulity ? 
Did he make concessions ? Was he seduced 
mo sacrifices? No. All is refusal, the 
mst victorious refutation of all the sophis- 
try, andian utter rejection of all the offers 
that were employed to draw us into negoci- 
ation on terms inconsistest with the just 
pretensions of the country. Was it in 
this point then that we were dupes ? What- 
ever dispute there may be, for I will not 
Say cavil, on other parts, | am confident 
that thus far, at least; we are beyond re- 
proach, Will it be-contended thea that 
we should have refused to listen to the 
eommupication of which Jord Yarmouth 
was the bearer? I do not believe that any 
man will venture his reputation so far as to 
‘say we should. And then, what was the 
object of lord Yarmouth’s mission? what 
of lord Lauderdale’s, but to place the ne- 
gociation on the original basis, or to put 
ap end to it? But the offers were false and 
hollow. Be it so; but, even if they were 
faisé and hollow, they copld not have led 
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to peace; we could not have been impo 


sed upon’ by them. But, even after all 
the evidence obtained, after the fact of the 
insincerity of the enethy, strong as our 
suspiciens may have been, what other 
course than that we adopted ought we to 
have followed? If an enemy, whatever 
suspicions you may entertain, assumes that 


‘appearance of sincerity, and makes pro-. 


posals, not on the face of them unworthy 
at least of discussion, would it be wise, 
would it be politic, peremptorily to reject 
such advances; and would it be nothing to 
undertake the responsibility of such a pro- 
ceeding, so as either to give rise to chare 
ges on our conduct abroad, or, what is 
more, create discontent and dissatisfaction 
at home, because we did not employ all 
just and conciliatory measures to put an 
end to the calamities of war? Is it nothing 
to expose the character of the nation with 
others, or to give rise to a spirit of dissa- 
tisfaction among ourselves, incompatible 
with those.exertions and with those sacri- 
fices which the true interest of the state 
might require? After the offer made to lord 


}Lauderdale in September, to the moment 
of his departure from Paris, nota moment's 


delay intervened, which did not arise from 
a few days’ indisposition with which his lord- 
ship wus attacked, and from the refusal of 


the French government to grant passports. 


Of this the papers on the table furnish the 
most decisive proofs. Ministers pursued 
the only course which could afford to En. 
gland and to Europe, the most convincing 
proof that our conduet was fair, equitable, 
and conciliatory, and that of the enemy, 
false, deceitful, and ambitious.—F will not 
deny that the prolongation of a negocia+ 
tion is in itself attended with inconveni-+ 
ence. But can it be expected that great 
and important interests in a perplexed and 
extraordinary state of human affairs can be 
adjusted without long and deliberate discus- 
sion? When have the long and fierce 
contentions of nations been adjusied with- 
out much difficulty and delay? A conque+ 
ror can speedily give the law, but when na- 
tions treat on equal terms, delays cannot 
be avoided, 
ciation prevented an arrangement with 
Prussia. I deny the fact. Idefy any man 
to give the least proof of such an assertion. 
1 do not wish to say any thing to aggra- 
vate the distress of that unfortunate pow- 
er, but such had been the infatuated con- 
dact of the court of Berlin, that neither to 
Russia nor to this country bad any oppof 


But it is said that the nego- 
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tunity been given either of sta,;ing her pre- 
¢ipitate counsels or assisting her rash ope- 
tations, This, however, belongs to ano- 
ther discussion, and if gentlemen on the 


other side can shew that in this or in any: 


other respect the negociation suspended 
any measures of war, they will have 
proved a very heavy charge ; but till they 
bring that proof, neither the house nor the 
country will be mwch influenced, far less 
will be led to prejudge us, by their bold 
assertions and their unsupported accusa- 
tious.— With respect to fidelity towards 
our allies, [am confident that ao reproach 
can justly be made to the conduct of the 
negociation. If the cause of the coun- 
try be clear, our cause must hkewice be 
unquestionable. We have seen how stea- 
dily Mr. Fox refused to listen to the pro- 
posal of separate negociation, and when 
the form was abandoned, the substance was 
strictly maintained. When M. d’Oubril 
was sent to Paris,it. was no longer necessary 
fo refuse that to which the emperor of 
Russia had consented. [It is proper to re- 
mark here too, that it was expressly stipu- 
lated by lord Yarmouth, that the concert 
with Russia should be fully admitted, and 
that M. Talleyrand knew that he was to 
concert with M.d’Oubri]. Even after the 
separate treaty concluded by that minister, 
this government saw the importance oi 
still maintaining the most unlimited faith 
towards Russia, and when the refusal to 
ratify the treaty was known, lord Lauder- 
‘dale was instracted to insist that the two 
powers should be considered as replaced in 
the situation in which they stood before 
that event, and to urge those articles for 
- which Russia was most desirous. This con- 
duct, indeed, was due to an ally whose 
good faith had been so strongly displayed 
on former occasions, and to the eharacter 
of the emperor Alexander, in whose ho- 
nour the government had never ceased to 
confide, even under the most unaccount- 
able appearance of his minister’s conduct 
at Paris.—If our good faith cannot be im- 
peached, are we culpable for the terms 
for which we insisted ? Are we blamed, be- 
cause, in the situation of the country, we 
thought it proper to retain what we pos- 
sessed, as a counterpoise to the acquisitions 
of France? Are we blamed because we re- 
.fused to cede any of our possessions, un- 
less on the footing of a fair equivalent? 
Are we deserving of blame because we in- 
sisted upon a basis which implied perfect 
equality with the enemy, and which pre- 
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sumed that our conquests were at least 
as much beyond their power to affect, as . 
theirs were beyond the ‘possibility of being 
shaken by our attacks? This, then, was 
the basis to which we uniformly adhered. 
‘The principle we upplied te Sicily, though 
|not exactly a conquest, since we held it ia 
concurrence with its lawful sovereign, and 
it was included by name in our demande, 
‘This, our faith to the king of Naples re- 
Fquired. Hanover having been unjustly at- 
tacked for the sake of England, the honour 
-of this country compelled us to stipulate 
‘for its recovery. The integrity of Turkey, 
of Sweden, of Portugal, was stipulated for, 
and it was our object also to secure the 
little states from the insults and encroache 
ments they had experienced from Francey 
From these points we never receded. How 
far we might have receded as to particular 
terms, it would not be proper for me in 
| this place to discuss; but if the value of 
-cessions must be.caleulated by the prova< 
bility of the advantages and the duration 
of that peaee for, which they given: up, 
there was nothing im the aspect of affairs te 
lead us to make valuable sacrifices to puc- 
chase peace.—But, it now remains for me 
to shew, that there never was any opportu- 
nity of precuring such terms as would have 
been adequate to the just pretensions, and 
consistent wath the honour and interests of 
the country. There are two periods in the 
negociation to which we must now advert. 
There never was any question of particular 
terms before lord Yarmouth went to Paris, 
with the exception of Hanover and Sicily, 
which on account of the particular cireum- 
stances of each were specifically mentioned. 
After M.d’Oubril had arrived at Paris, 
and the French government had hopes of 
a separate treaty, lord Yarmouth still 
writes that Hanover, the Cape, Malta, and 
India remained pure and untouched. The 

fact, however, turned out that Malta was 
to be ceded under conditions; even a li. 
|Mitation of the garrison being proposed. 
From Hanover, the district of Hoya, con- 
‘taining 10,000 people, was tobe taken off, 
,and the Cape was to be made @ free port. 
India, too, a very important object, was 
likewise reserved, and all the Dutch colo- 
Lhies were to be given up with Tobago, &c, 
in the West Indies. Independently of th 

[want of faith exhibited by the French go” 
vernment, and the little security we could 
have for the observance of treaties, were 
these conditions such as we ought to have 


}accepted, consideringwhat France bad ac 
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quired on the continent; and the little pro- 
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bability of her wresting from us our con- 
quests ? But wete they such as we could ac- 
eept when Russia must have been left alone, 
and the king of Naples abandoned? Besides 
too, it should be known that in M. d’Oubril’s 
treaty it was not the king of Sardinia that was 
to be indemnified, but his son was to get the 
Balearicislands; while it was insultingly sti- 
pulated that the French government should 
not object to a provision being made for 
king Ferdinand by this country! Need I add 
a word to shew that we could not in such 
circumstances have acceded to these con- 
ditions without at once sacrificing the na- 
tional honourand betraying the national in- 
terests? Such, however, were the’ conditions 
on which the French government insisted till 
the end of August, when the refusal to 
ratify M. D’Oubril’s treaty produced a sus- 
picious change. A different tone was now 
assumed ; and not only Hanover, Malta, 
and theCape, without limitation or condi- 
tion, were offered ; but also the settlements 
in India, and Tobago in the West Indies. 
‘These doubtless, though better terms than 
the preceding, were Offered as the price of 
our abandoning every thing by which we 
could have held them with security in 

eace. Russia was'to be given up, and 
Naples sacrificed. Besides, they were not 
offered till Bonaparte had left Paris, to com- 
mand the army : but had they been much 
more advantageous, never could this coun- 
try have consented to purchase them at the 
price of disgrace and infamy.—Then as to 
the connection between Great Britain and 
Russia ;. my opinion of that is this, that if 
there is any hope that the continent of Eu- 
rope can yet be saved from the grasp of 
France, it rests upon Russia and upon that 
connexion... In the present circumstances, 
and under the present aspect of affairs, it 
is impossible for me to answer for events. 
But there is certainly every reason to be- 
lieve, from what has already passed, that 
the emperor of Russia will continue faith- 
ful to his alliance as long as he can do so. 
What he may be induced to do through 
hard necessity, it is not for me to say, al- 
though I hope that sucha necessity is not 
likely to occur. Certainly’his situation is 
not sueh as to justify us, for any more im- 
mediate advantage to ourselves, in aban- 
doning him. His means are still not inade- 
quate to resist at least the last encroachments 
of Franee, Terms were offered us that 
were’ not compatible. with our honour ; 
and, if we were tO accept of these, it 


‘would be at once establishing a system of 
non-resistance, and affording free scope | 
to the ravages and ambition of France, 
and leaving her; witheut check or controul, 
to pursué her desolating career. We were 
bound in honour to Russia, and more than 
this, we were bound by express treaty. 
Was it stipulated by this treaty, that we 
should accede to any wild or extravagant 
demands on the part of Russia, and that 
we should support her in circumstances 
where we could not do it with honour? No, 
Were we bound to assist her in unreason- 
able and chimerical schemes? No. What 
were the objects for which Russia contend- 
ed? She insisted that Sicily should’ be 
given to the king of Naples, and this was 
an object for which Great Britain ought to 
contend more strenuously even than Russia, 
When it is considered in what manner the 
king of Naples had been brought into the 
war, the obligation upon us to sign no 
peace till Sicily is confirmed to its lawful 
sovereign, or a just equivalent given 
\which he would be willing to accept, I 
hope we can never abandon it except ow 
these terms. It would have broken the 
hearts of those brave men who fought for it 
on the plains of Maida, if it could have 
been given up on any other conditions. 
Then in what view are we to consider Dal- 
matia, the other object of Russia? Had 
Russia no right to look for any thing upow 
the conclusion of peace? It is true, that 
searcely any point of contact existed be~ 
tween Russia and France, until the bar- 
riers were lately broken down, and M. Talw 
leyrand said that there was nothing to do 
between France and Russia, except to 
agree that there should be an end to the 
war. But, surely, something was due to 
Russia for acknowledging the title of the 
emperor, and those of the different branches 
of his family, and this was not too much- 
But Russia had before that time taken 
some pains with respect to the arrangement 
for Sicily, and even on the principle of the _ 
uti posstdetis, she was entitled to look for 
something considerable, for she was in pos- 
session of the mouths of the Cattaro, and 
why should she abandon them without 
‘sothe equivalent ? This then she certainly 
had aright to insist upon. But the matter 
does not rest here. Let us only consider. 
for a few moments what is the nature of 
Dalmatia. It is not, when regarded with 
a view to France, a territory in any wa 
calculated for objects of defence, but only 


for those of offence. It could be retained 


| 
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only for the purpose of having a connec- 
tion with those disaffected bashaws, who 
were accustomed to make war on the Porte, 
It would open a passage to India, if ever 
the French could get there by land, which 
however, I trust, is not very likely; and 
above all, itis on the flanks of Hungary, 
and therefore is a position from which the 
chief of the French government could for. 
ever threaten Austria, and prevent her 
from making those exertions to. retrieve 
herself, which she might be enabled other- 
wise to apply. It is therefore a situation 
which would render France more formida- 
ble in time of peace; than the possession 
of it could make her in time of war. It 
was, therefore, not only a Russian object 
that it should be given up, but it was also 
an object that intimately concerned both 
this country, and all Europe. It was not 
only a Russian object, but strictly an En- 
glish and European one, Add to this, sir, 
the infinite importance of preserving the 
most inviolable good faith with our allies, 
For this good faith, this support of our 
credit, this support of our commerce, this 
support of every thing that ought to be 
held dear among nations, I trust we shall 
ever be ready to make all reasonable sa- 
erifices. This will be either the sure and 
firm foundation of our prosperity, or our 
solace and comfort under whatever mis- 
fortunes may befall us. In refusing then 
the terms of peace that were offered by 
France, we acted in a manner equally de- 
manded by our honour and bysound policy. 
Considering the importance of Sicily ang 
of Dalmatia, suppose that we had no 
choige but to accept of all the colonies of 
France, or of Sicily and Dalmatia alone, 
I would not hesitate to secure these, and 
would say, give us Sicily and Dalmatia, 
and take back all your colonies. If there 
would have been objections to this, what 
would have been said of a minister who 
would have surrendered Sicily and Dal- 
matia, and yet have accepted of worse 
terms than these? And here, sir, I cannot 
help adverting to that argument of which 
Ihave heard something, viz. that we are 
not likely at any future period to procure 
better terms. All I think -it necessary to 
say on that:point is, that it was not con- 
sistent with our honour or our interest to 
accept of these terms at present. And if 
‘the matter is considered with a vie to the 
future designs of France on Russia, no ar- 
-gument can be more unfounded ; because, 
“-unless we can, by a peace, secure the 
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peace of Europe, we do nothing. Now, if 
the terms offered by France were inadmis- 
sible before, how could they be admitted 
‘after the 25th of August, when, the chief 
of the French government set out to join. 
his. army, which had before been sent. 
against Prussia? Could any peace conclu- 
‘ded with us have stopped him, or could 
we depend on his assurances? If any per- 
son thinks that we might, let him look at 
‘the Germanic Confederation, which was 
carried into execution after the treaty with 
M. d’Oubril. I am sensible that 1 am de- 
taining the house long, but they will con- 
sider the importance of the subject, One 
of the inducements that was held out to 
him for signing the treaty was, that the ar- 
rangements intended for Germany might 
thereby be prevented ; and yet the ink with 
which that treaty was signed, was hardly 
dry before the German arrangements were 
ordered to be carried into execution. Why 
then, sir, our only hope was, that Prussia 
would be successful, though upon that point 
there was great room for apprehension. 
Now, suppose that she had succeeded, 
what would have been said to a minister 
who should have before concluded a peace, 
and thereby tied his hands and prevented 
his country from taking advantage of the 
new state of things in order to obtain 
better terms ? Suppose, on the other hand,. - 
she did not succeed, which has actually 
turned out to be the case, does any one 
believe that peace with Great Britain would 
have induced Bonaparte to stop his victo- 
rious army? If he does, I would refer him 
to the note of Sebastiani, who was sent to 
Constantinople to insist upon the deposi- 
tion of the Hospodars, in direct violation 
of the treaty with Russia. Sebastiani, on 
his journey, passed through the dominions 
of these princes, and received from them 
the rites of hospitality, and several valu- 
able presents, at the moment that he was 
about to solicit their deposition. Peace 
then would not have prevented any of the 
scenes that have lately been exhibited on 
the continent. If Bonaparte had then 
stated that Great Britain, who had been 
the means of exciting the flames. of war 
all over the continent, had seized the first - 
opportunity. of concluding: a peace, upon 
the most mercenary and selfish grounds, 
and then endeavoured to persuade the na- 
tions of Europe, that there could be, no 
peace on the continent till England should 
be humbled, then, instead of possessing the 
of Sweden,. instead of being 
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_ ever, my noble friend was invited to a con- 
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linked in the closest alliance with Russia, 
now opposing France with not inferior 
numbers, ‘and with great advantages of 
situation, we should have been left alone, 
an object of universal jealousy and suspi- 
cion, and without the power of contribu- 
ting any thing towards the exertions for 
restraining the ambition and encroachments 
of France. Every advantage, therefore, 
of which the nature of the case would 
admit, results from the part which we have 
acted. But, sir, I am at the same time far 
from encouraging very ‘sanguine expecta- 
tions, after all that has happened on the 
continent within these few years, The 
event is in the hands of “ Him who giveth 
the victory.” But one thing is clear, that 
the progress of Bonaparte has never yet 
been stopped by submission, and our only 
hope, therefore, is in resistance, as far as 
we can resist his ambitious projects. We 
have done what our honour and our duty 
called upon us to do. When this instru- 
ment of vengeance may be deprived of his 
terrors, I know nots; but we may at least 
jook to the honour and independence of 
this country, as secure against all his at- 
tacks, and while this country exists as an 
independent and an honourable nation, 
there will still remain some hopes of resto- 
ring that political balance in Europe, which 
has for the present been overturned.—I 
should have now concluded, sir, but there 
are two points which, in justice tu my noble 
friend (Lauderdale) and the public, I can- 
not entirely pass over. On the 30th of 
August, the negociation appeared to be at 
an eénd. On the 4th of September, how. 


ference: ‘The note-said to be delivered to 
him’ by'the’ Freneh, was, in fact, never de- 
‘livered.' If’ such’ a’ note bad been re- 
‘ceived ‘by him, arid he “had his passports 
with him, be’ ought not, ‘and I ‘trust be 
‘would not, have ‘waited a moment longer 
in France, but’ would instantly Have con- 
sidered the negociationas at'an end. But 
what is the object'of a note, which could 
be so easily disproved ? This it is not easy 
‘to guess, ‘but atvall events sure I am that 
‘nothing could ‘be more unjust. Nodw’'the 
other point is, the charge that a ‘sudden 
change had taken place in the negociation 
_after the political death of Mr. Fox, After 
he ‘was dead,’ ‘it was said’ that: the ‘war 
‘party had piu ascendancy, and that we 
wished to break off' the negociation,’ That 
any change took place in consequence of 
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noble friend (lord Grenville) has too indes 


pendent a mind to have been directed ‘by: 


declare, that there never was the smallest 
difference of opinion’on the’stibject in the 
cabinet. The last letter written by my de- 
ceased friend on this sibject, is that of the 
26th of June. But then’ he all along cor- 
dially approved of all that was done, and 
in his last letter expresses his strong sense 
of the cavils of the French government, 
and directed that our negociator should 


proceed no farther, except the basis at first 


agreed upon should be recognized. In the 


the Sunday before his death, three great 
cardinal points were insisted upon by him/ 
ist, The'security of our honour, in which 
Hanover was materially concerned; 2d, 
Russian connection ; 5d, Sicily. And the 
grounds on which the negociation broke 
off, were in direct ‘conformity with this 
opinion. On that occasion he’ told’ me, 
that the ardent wishes'of his mind were to 
consummate, before he died, two great 
works on which he had set his heart, and 
these were, the restoration of a solid and 
honourable peace, and the abolition of the 
slave trade, [A loud ci'y of hear! hear!] I have 


papers, that the first overture came from 
France; next, that the basis agreed upon 
for conducting the negociation was that of 
actual possession ; and lastly, that no 
terms could be procured that could be ac. 
eepted, with a view not only to our own 
honour and interests, Lut also with a view 
to the interests of Europe, and the 
maintenance of the most inviolable good 
faith, towards our allies. I shall therefore 
now move, sir, ** That an humble address 
** be presented to his majesty, to assure 
“* his majesty, that we have taken into 
“* our most serious consideration the Pa- 
‘§ pers relative to the late Negociation, 
“ communicated, by his majesty’s most 
gracious order, to this house :—That we 
acknowledge, with heartfelt gratitude, 
“ the benevolent effort made by his ma- 
jesty, to restore to this country ‘the 
blessings of peace on terms consistert 
* with ‘the honour of. his majesty’s crown, 
“ with the general interests of Europe, 
‘ add with the good faith which his maj. 
“ has éyer maintained towards his allies; 
That, whilstwe' lament the unsuccessfal 
“ result of dn-attempt directed to so be- 


that event, I most positively deny. “My ! 


any leader, and [ can take upon myself to, 


last conversation whieh I myself had with | 
him, which was on the 7th of September, — 


now, sir, endeavoured to shew from these . 


“ neficent an end, we feel the fullest Cons. 
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 yiction that this failure can be ascribed 
« only to the injustice and ambition of 
“ the French goverithent;, and we beg 
“ leave humbly to express to his majesty 
‘our firm and constant resolution, to 
“ give to his majesty the most effectual 


_ “ support in a contest manitestly continu- 


_ ed, on the part of the enemy, with the 
“ hope of destroying the power and. inde, 
pendence of the British Empire.” 
os Yarmouth apologized for offering 
himself to the notice of the house so early 
inthe debate. He trusted he should be 
acquitted of presumption, in claiming the 
priority of persons much better able to 
direct the judgement of the house, by the 
‘candour of gentlemen on every side, who 
would be sensible of the propriety of his 
offering an elucidation of some circumstan- 
ces respecting the negociation, and some 
tespecting himself in this early stage of 
the debate. It was essential that he should 
rescue himself from some imputations cast 
upon him, in another place, by a noble 
lord high in authority, to whom he could 
not regularly allude. He had seen the ex- 


pressions he alluded to in a very réspect- 
able newspaper early on Saturday. He 
could not doubt the authenticity of the re- 
port, and he wished to set himself right 


with the bouse, and to set the house right 
with respect to the question in the points 
to which he meant particularly to advert. 
He thought he could prove to the house, 
that the reflections cast upon him were un- 
founded. He hoped it would not be taking 
up too much of the time of the house if 
he should, in his view of the subject under 
debate, go back to the causes of the pre- 


_ .sentwar. Considering the assigned grounds 


for the renewal of the war, he was of opi- 
Mion, that at the beginning of this year 
there was strong reason for entering into 
begociations for peace. One great cause 
_of the war was the impossibility of obtain- 
ing a sufficient guarantee for the security 
of Malta. An official statement in the 
Moniteur declared, long after the com- 
mencement of the war, that so long as 
England retained Malta, Buonaparte would 
Rot relinquish the sovereignty of the king- 
dom of Italy. Malta, however, was not 
the only cause of the war; the desire to 


-Tesist the aggrandisement of France was 


anothercause. Russia was as averse as we 


.to the overbearing power and character of 


France. But Russia was unwilling to en- 


| gage in the enterprise of reducing France, 
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apprehend, individually, from the result of 
the £ontest, should be engaged. From 
this’ principle arose the coalition, n which, 
two powers joined, a third ought to have 
joined. That coalition was defeated by 
means of the policy Prussia had thought 
proper to pursue. In the Spring of 1806; 
the continent afforded a very gloomy pro 
spect. Austria was prostrate at the feet of 
France ; Prussia was bound to France in 
an alliance, offensive and defensive. There 
was no longer any hope of saving Europe 
by wars The only remaining chance of © 
saving it was by peace. The existence of 
Austria could be preserved by peace alone 3 
peace alone could break the union between 
Russia and Franee, so detrimental to every 
hope of the deliverance of the world as an 
union cemented by the eH of apart of 
his majesty’s dominions. It was of little 
moment, which power had made the first 
overture, The first that overcame the 
mad and foolish pride of robbing nations 
of peace rather than make an overture, 
was entitled to the praise of both nations, 
and of all mankind. The great statesman, 
whose loss Europe had to deplore, (Mr. 
Fox) had conducted the earlier part of the 
negociation by the channel of a private 
correspondence, the substance of which 
was before the house. When he (lord 
Yarmouth) was introduced into the nego- 
ciation, one great difficulty in the way of 
peace was the conaection with Russia« 
That, however, might be got over on pa- 
per. But there was a difficulty with re- 
spect to Hanover, which was much less ca. 
pable of management. It was known that 
we should spurn any peace which would 
not be coupled with the restitution of Ha- 
nover to our sovereign. But at the 
same time Prussia had been the unalte- 
rable ally of France since the revolution, 
and Hanover had been conveyed to Prus- - 
sia, as well in reward of that alliance as in © 
consideration of valuable cessions in ex 
change: Hence it was material, that the 
intended cession should be made matter of 
confidential verbal communication till the 
peace, for which it was to be ceded, should 
be ascertained and agreed upon. The 
communication was ¢onfidentially, 
and tréated of in letters from one friend to 
another. So he might speak of the mi-. 
nisters of foreign relations of this country 
and of France, though the countries were 
at war. Though both parties, actuated by 
a desire of peace, had covenanted for the 
cession of Hanover as ont of the terms, 


/ 


Great Britain, which had little danger to 
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- view not to dissolve the bonds which uni- 


“from the French government; but, if it 


~ 
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yet it was required on one side, and agreed 
to as reasonable on the other, that, with a 


ted France with Prussia, this agreement 
should not be disclosed, unless peace should | 
have taken place. In the beginning of 
June, the proposal was sent by him to Mr. 
Fox. He declined putting it on paper, in! 
regard to the confidential restriction impo-' 
sed by the French government ; and it was: 
‘not till the day of his departure for France, 
with the answer of his majesty’s govern- 
ment, that he was induced, on the repre- 
sentation of Mr. Fox that we were all 
‘mortal, and that in cases of such impor- 
‘tance, some fixed record, independent of 
human casualties, should be preserved, 
‘that he was induced, on the faith of an as- 
‘surance that ‘the document should not pass 
‘the cabinet, to commit the substance.of the 
‘proposal made to him, to writing. He did 
‘not mean to decorate himself with plumes 
‘to which he was not entitled. It might be 
‘true that one motive for choosing him to be 
‘the instrument of the negociation was his 
‘having been the bearer of the proposition 


‘were inferred, as it had gone abroad, that 
he had been chosen on that ground only, 
without any ‘regard to qualification, the 
inference was false. He regretted as much 
as any one, that the choice of his majesty’s 
government had not fallen on some person 
‘of greater ability ; but it was at the same 
“time material to be known, that any other 
‘person in such a capacity would not have 
‘been suffered to remain 12 hours in Paris 
‘without producing his full powers. M. 
~d’Oubril was not suffered to remain so long 
“without producing them ; and he believed 
“it was a case unparalleled in history, that 
“he’(lord Yarmouth) was not called upon to 
produce his. He had hoped that the pri- 
vate letter of Mr. Fox to M. Talleyrand,con- 
veyed by him, contained some memoran- 
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ing to mutual interest and convenience, 
The negociation might have proceeded on 
this understanding, were it not for the 
jealousies conceived by the political death 
of Mr. Fox, which was understood to have 
taken place the 17th of July. He had pre. 
sented a note to assert the basis of the wi 
possidetis, as soon as he had communicated 
his full powers; and, in his second note, 
that basis was insisted upon as much as it 
could be. It was not easy in private 
quarrels to make an individual eat his 
words ; but it was much more difficult to 
bring to that submission a man who was 
at the head of 500,000 troops. Hence 
the management to avoid a retractation, 
the word adopte was substituted for the 
word reconnoit, in the acknowledgement of 
the long-contested basis. ‘Little progress 
was made in the negociation, and scarcely 
had an exchange of visits taken place, when 
M. D’Oubril arrived at Paris. It was of 
little moment now to enquire, whether the 
treaty signed by M. D’Oubril was the act 
of his own impropriety, or whether the te- 
fusal to ratify it arose merely from a 
change in the Russian ministry, subsequent 
tu his setting out on his mission. He had 
given his majesty’s ministers intimation by 
which they might have anticipated the pos- 
sibility of M. D’Oubril’s concluding a se- 
parate treaty; and in fact he did, two 
days after, sign a separate treaty. Then 
arose the difficulty of his (lord Yare 
mouth’s) situation; and on this point 
particularly he trusted to the candour 
of the house for a patient hearing, though 
the statement was, he was aware, te- 
dious. On Saturday morning, on getting 
up, he had read these words in a respectable 
newspaper, imputed to somebody he could 
not say who, ** the noble lord (Yarmouth) 
having instructions not to produce his full 
powers, without a written acknowledge- 
ment of the desired basis, did ‘think it pro- 


“dum of the substance of what he had com-} per to produce those powers.” It was im- 


municated, and he told Mr. Fox he did 
hope so. 


He communicated to M. Talley-| tions. 


possible he could have had such instruc- 
It was a known thing, that no pa. 


‘rand the wishes of this government ; he} per could pass, till the full powers had been 


‘made the demaifds he was instructed to 
prefer, in a fair, direct, and manly manner, 
‘and not with any artifice for the ap poe 
‘of taking in. He did state the basis of the 
“intended negociation to be, that of actual 


exhibited. He was instructed to present a 
paper, containing the sentiments of his ma- 
| jesty’s government, tothe French minister. 
But the French minister refused to receive 
it as a diplomatic communication, without 


“possession, and no objection was made to| an exhibition of fall powers. The French 
‘that statement then, or at any other time,| minister desired him, in these circumstane 


it being always understood that, though 


ces, to go home and copy the note, and 


‘the uti possidetis was the basis, it was sub-| give it to him as an extract from a newspa- 


‘ject to explanation and ‘variation, ‘dccord-| per; and then he would answer it, under 
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anengagement not to make the contents 
public. If his majesty’s ministers were de- 
sirous to get a written acknowledgement of 
the basis in question, there should have 
been a letter on the subject to the French 
minister, which he would have been well 
contented to have delivered as a mere 
post-boy, and which must have called forth 
an answer. This answer he might have had 
authority to open, and thusa writtenacknow- 
ledgement of the basis might have been ob- 
tained, which would not have been denied 
exceptim amomentof anger. In theevents 
that had occurred, even the agreement to 
cede Hanover might have been denied. He 
vexpected it would have been, and it pro- 
‘bably would, had it not been for the war 
between France and Prussia. When he 
had received the communication, reflect- 
ing on his disclosure of his full pow- 
ers, he had sent a justification on the 
most material points, as between him 
and his majesty’s ministers, He did not 
‘conceive that what he wrote would come 
‘before the public, or he would hay 
written a great deal more. 
‘no instruction to withhold his full pow- 
ers, except on the ground of Sicily: 
and he’ considered the consent of his 
Mmajesty’s ministers to negociate for that 


island, as an evasion of the claim to 
its absolute, unqualified cession, which 
he had bee before instructed to insist 
upon as a necessary preliminary to the 


farther progress of the negociation. The 
only question between him and his 
majesty’s ministers was, the question of 
expediency; and his answer to what they 
urged against him on this point was, that 
he could not possibly have advanced a step 
further in the negociation without exhibit- 
ing his full powers; It would have been a 
question in that case with the French go- 
vernment, whether it should sacrifice the 
chance of peace with England, and with 
‘that chance the king’s German dominions, 
‘to the preservation of its alliance with 
‘Prussia? or whether it would encounter a 
Prussian war for the chance of a negocia- 
‘tion with England. In order to create an 


-alternative in this case, he thought it ne- | 


cessary to give a real existence to the ne- 
gociation by the exhibition of his full 
powers. If he had not taken that resolu- 
‘tion, he should have been under the neces- 
‘sity of getting into a post-chaise,and pro- 
“eeeding, not ‘to Boulogne, for'he was not 
‘an accredited negociator, but to some other 
\part from whence his-mejesty’s ministers 


He had, 


might have had news of him, and of the 
issue of the negociation with which he was 
entrusted, in a fortnight after the close of 
the proceedings. He wished he had had. 
provisional instructions how be should act 
‘in the event of the conclusion of a sepa- 
rate treaty by D’Oubril. Then he would 
have been “ 2x utrumque paratus.” But it 
was not till the fact of the signature of the 
separate treaty was known fo ali the courts 
of Europe, that instructions were sent to 
him how to regulate his eonduct upon that 
event. Shortly after, lord Lauderdale was 
joined with him in the management of the 
negociation. He had too long an acquaint- 
ance with that noble lord, too high a value 
upon that acquaintance, too high @ sense 
of his talents and his character, to feel hurt 
upon that appointment. He owned that 
some men might have felt thernselves hurt 
at the conduct of his majesty’s ministers in 
the matter; but he had too high a respect 
for the noble lord, to allow him to see that 
he felt himself from that time to be a mere 
dead letter; besides, he dreaded, that if he 
should withdraw from the negoeiation, new 
difficulties and fresh coldness, and want of 
confidence would arise. No one could 
doubt that the opportunity was favourable 
for the conclusion of a more glorious peace 
than had at any other time been offered to 
this country. We had broken off in the 
consideration of Dalmatia and Sicily. Our 
engagements with the emperor of Russia 
were the ground of this tenacity, and our 
engagements with the king of Naples, and 
the intrinsic value of the island of Sicily 
itself. It was not very easy to justify the’ 
breaking off a negociation so essential to’ 
the repose of two great nations, without the 
proof of having made-every reasonable at« 
tempt to bring it to a favourable issue. 
What we thought due to the honour of 
‘Russia, certainly could not wear an unfa- 
vourable appearance when proposed by us, 
but we should be informed whether Russia 
herself set an equal value upon what we in- 
‘sisted upon, from a sense of her regarding 
it with equal estimation. When the king 
of Naples entered into the war, with a view 
to the common interests of nations, he was 
naturally defended by a great part of the | 
‘disposeable force of this empire at.a’vast 
‘expence. He wished: we could be told-that 
were at war, because the emperor of 
‘Russia disapproved of the terms offered 
for himself or for the king of Naples. What 
‘would the country think when we were 
}told, that .more glorious terms than ihad 
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ever before been offered, had been rejected 
ata time when we had failed in every con- 


tinental attempt, merely on the ground of 
this one impediment? But was it to be 
‘supposed that the king of Naples would 


- not have been extremely happy to exchange 


Sicily, from which he might easily be ex- 


-pelled by France at a favourable oppor- 


tunity, for some possession which the ma- 
ritime superiority of Great Britain would. 
always be sufficient to preserve to him, or 
‘some one which, by its own territorial 
‘power, would be sufficient to maintain it- 
‘self? Dalmatia and Albania had been of- 
‘fered to the king of Naples, and it was not 


clear, ifthe attempt had been made, but 


the Balearic Isles might have been annexed 
to these: Dalmatia would have excited more 
jealousy if given to Russia, than if given to 
Austria or Naples. Ifit was clear that the 
war was continued because justice would 
not. be done to our allies, there would be 
-no doubt as to the resolution the house 
Ought to come to; no more ought there to 
be if the war were continued on account of 
‘India. Butifit was continued on the for- 
mer ground, the identity of the sentiments 
and the reciprocity of the obligations of 
our allies, ought to be established. He 
had risen merely to rescue his own con- 
‘duct from the very extraordinary situation 
‘of a public man, charged with violating in- 
‘structions which he had never received, 
- Lord Howick thought he bad stated, as 
distinctly as possible, that the noble lord 
‘had had no instructions to insist on a writ- 
‘ten acknowledgement of the basis in the 
first instance. As the noble lord stated, 
he was sent to carry a verbal answer to a 
verbal proposition, He was instructed’to 
obtain in this way an acknowledgement of 
the basis, and directed not to use his full 
powers till the French government should 
return to the basis on which it had set out. 
It was not a written but an actual acknow- 
_ledgement that the noble lord had been 
instructed to claim, previous to the pro- 


_ duction of his full powers ; and as soon as 


he should have produced his powers, he 
was directed to seek, in his first subsequent 
note, a written acknowledgement. Mr, 
Fox’s letter went back to the original offer 
ssidetis. The demand of Sicily 
was a violation of that offer; and it was 
on that ground that the noble lord was 
-erdered not to proceed one step further, 


-til¥ that demand should be relinquished, 


and the basis established; unless that re- 
quisition were complied with, the noble 


‘ 4 4 


lord was instructed to demand his passports 
in civil terms, and to come away. He was 
only surprised, that, after the explanation 
that had already been given to this effect, 
the noble lord should have thought the 
vindication ke had entered into at all ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. Montague regretted, that in° the 
whole of this business he saw’ the complete 
success of the machinations of France. The 
French policy put him in mind of the po- 
licy of the aneient.Turks, which was, to 
make short truces to secure conquests, and 
short wars to enlarge them. Considering 
the case on this principle; we might find 
that the French had procured the benefit of 
a truce, and used it to blind our govern- 
ment. The origin of the negociation was 
owing to the death of that great statesman, 
Mr. Pitt, the pilot who had weathered so 
many sterms. He thought he saw that il 
lustrious statesman contending with the 
demon who endeavoured to entice him, as 
Somnus did the pilot Palinurus of old. He 
thought he heard the demon address him 
in the words used to Palinurus :-~ 

Iaside Palinare, ferunt ipsa classem ; 

JEquate spirant aure ; dattr hora quieti. 

Pone caput, fessdsque oculos furare labori. 
And so forth. He did not clearly recollect’ - 
the rest (a laugh). But however the pilot 
did not trust the demon, but said— 

Méne salis placidi vultam fluetisque quietos 

Ignorare jubes ? méne huic confidere monstro ? 
But he would ask whether this conduct of 


| Mr, Pitt was at all similar to that of Mr. 


Fox? Did Mr. Fox distrust the demon? 
No, he was earnestly desirous of making 
peace, and of this desire the French had 
taken advantage. He lanvented the death 
of Mr. Fox. He was acquainted with him, 
and valued him as a man ; but during the 
last 20 years, he had always differed with 
him in politics, and in abl that period, he had 
never alterec his conduct, which, in these 
times of shifting and returning, was rather 
a singular instance. As to the first ever- 
ture, he considered it as having come from 
Mr. Fox, for his letter had broken the ice. 
It was impossible that those glances and 
oglings at peace which it contained, could 
escape the notice of such a penetrating po- 
litician as M. Talleyrand. He did not like 
the expression of perfect attachment to the 
man who had been the disturber of Europe 
pin the late wars. It was natural to expect 
that a fulsome. letter should be sent in 
answer; but. this was not to be shewn, to 
John. Bull. He was not.to see that. In 
saying this, he did not mean, to cast any 
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yeflection on Mr. Fox more than the na- 
ture of the case warranted. When the 
friendship of Mr. Fox and M. Talleyrand 
began, he ‘could not say. Perhaps it was 
when Talleyrand was here, in 1792, and 
had kindled the flames of war over Europe. 
He would pass over what had occurred pre- 
vious to the arrival of lord Yarmouth. He 
acknowledged that Mr. Fox had exposed 
the sophistry of Talleyrand in a clear and 
manly manner, But, was it the policy of 


- Talleyrand to obtain peace ? No. Why then 


it was nothing: better than a truce upon 


the principle before mentioned, to enable 


Bonaparte to make preparations for his 
attack.on Russia and Prussia. Talleyrand 


-gaw that Mr, Fox was desirous of peace, 


and though he himself was not desirous of 
it, yet_he knew how to make the most of 
the disposition manifested by Mr. Fox, 
He saw how he might distract, disappoint, 
and confound us in all our operations, and 
he had succeeded. Mr. Fox’s letter might, 
for any thing he knew to the contrary, 
have been given to the French party at St. 
Petersburgh, with a view to create doubts 
in the inind of the emperor. He knew not 
whether Mr. Fox had the precaution to 
inform. the emperor of Russia that he had 
sent such a letter. It was sufficient to say, 
that he would not conclude peace without 
Russia, but he ought to have given the 
emperor notice beforehand. ‘Talleyrand 
might have even insisted, from that letter, 
that a'negociation was going on, and thus 
alienated -the mind of our ally. Did he 
stick at going beyond the truth on another 
occasion? This negociation or truce was 
merely a blind, to enable Buonaparte the 
more: securely to prepare for war against 


‘Prussia, our natural ally. It was only by 
co-operation with Prussia that we could 


attack France. Now, he sgid that this 
obvious policy was lost sight of in our late 


_war with Pruésia, in conséquence of which 
\we had no influence in his councils, so that 
‘the late calamities happened to the king, 
and -such was his situation now, that we 
Must run all over Germany before we could 
find him out. ._Buonaparte conjured up a 
-phantom which set Prussia and us by the 


ears, and which, like the dispute of Achil- 


‘les and Agamemnon, brought upon usa 
whole Iliad -of calamities, 
yseem to be aware of this, Now it was well 
_ known that Talleyrand was a man of con- 
-siderable experience, and he chose the 


We did not 


noble lord opposite (Yarmouth) to carry 


spn’ the negogiation under: circumstances 


‘where he was not a proper person forthe 
business, because he was then a prisoner in — 
France, ‘and had hopes of freedom only. 
through the medium of peace. This. coun= 
try ought not to have-entrusted such a bur- 
then toaman unaccustomed to diplomacy 
he said this without any disrespect. to.the 
noble lord, but really it was not fitting that 
he should be sent to treat with such a man 


fas Talleyrand. This was very imprudent, 


and it was not less ungenerous to censure 
the noble lord inthis public manner, when 
he happened not to: have pleased them, 
Now, as to the basisiof. the uti possidetis; 
the whole lay between the: assertions’ of 
the noble lord and of Talleyrand. A writ- 
ten note would have made the matter clear, 
and it was very inconsiderate in the. govern= 
ment not to have insisted: upon this, .. But 
the fact was, that Mr. Fox did not like to 
put the question suddenly. He was afraid 
he might lose his favourite object ; follow- 
ing the policy of a man with a woman, :-he 
did not ask her the question broadly.at 
once, otherwise she might have slapped 
the door in his face.. From the conduct 
of the other noble lord (Lauderdale) ene 
trusted with the negociation, in 1792, and 
his intimacy with the Brissotines, who had 
since put their king to-death, and from the 
patience with which he had listened to the 
projects for the destruction of England, 
within the walls of the national assembly, 
he could not think him a fit person to. be 
charged with the interests of his country in 
this negociation. He blamed the dalliance 
in which these ministers were kept. Their 
situation was no better than prisoners, 
being refused the passports they demanded. 
It reminded him of a story he had read. in 
the newspapers the other day, of a gentle- 
man, whom two prostitutes seized in Bond- 
street, and embraced so closely, one behind 
and another before, that he was unable to | 
move; while a third picked his pockets. 
They had granted him the fraternal.em- — 
brace, and held him so tightly, that. he 
could scarcely move, much less stir a hand 
or leg. He absolutely could not, move, 
so loving was this said hug. . They treated 
him as: Mr. Burke said they. had treated 
lord Malmsbury. | They told ‘him stories, 
such as nurses children, Poor 
baby bunting, the king is gone a:hunting.” — 
Yes! he had gone:a hunting with a ven- 
geance; but then it was to hunt the royal 
tiger of Prussia, and he carried with him:a 
train no less nurmerous than that which pre-~ 


ceded the tiger huntings in the east, And 
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then what. ? Why did not lord 
Lauderdale demand a categorical answer 
atonce? He had only to say, “ this is 
the basis on which we shall treat;” and 
then he would have had a plain answer, aye 
erno. In short, our ministers had been 
bamboozled from the beginning to the end. 
Mr. Burke had described. the case of a 
person in Turkey, who} while he received 
@ certain unpleasant application, begged 
those whe inflicted it to accept ‘+ the assu- 
Fances ‘of his high consideration,” This 
“was thé case with lord Lauderdale at first, 
but at length he seemed disposed to retort 
hot only on the'prince of Benevento, the 
prince .of Ponte Corvo, and the duke of 
Berg, bot even on the emperor himself. 
Otherwise he would not have been de- 
scribed’as betraying unsuitable, imperious, 
@hd savage manners. He had no doubt 
that the noble lord had. done his duty, but 
having sat quietly in the Cyclops’ cave, while 
the thunderbolts of war were forging against 
bis. ‘country, he could not think 
proper person to be entrusted with the ne- 
vation. He could se¢ no benefit likely 

to aecrue from sending a second nego- 
eiator, after the changes in Germany, which 
rendered. any peace that could be made, 
‘as the noble lord observed, totally insecure. 
He charged ministers with obvious infe- 
#iority to the late: government, which they 
as imetficient. He blamed 
them forthe deficiency of their own per- 
formance, and for the recall of officers who 
had doue well, merely because they were 
‘objects “of private’ pique. He joined 
heartily in that part of the address, which 
pledyed every heart and hand to the de- 
fence of the country ; and if there had been 
-a disposition on the partof government, to 
sacrifice part of what was necessary to the 
‘balance ‘of power, the ill success of that 
‘dispusition afforded double motives for 
“vigorous exertions in war, Now was’ the 
time to ‘put forth British fortitude, In 
‘peace, nothing was'so becoming as.meek~- 
jess; but when the trump of war was 
sounded, the sinews ought to stiflen, and 
thé sénses become fierce as those of a tiger, 
‘Let thinisters be vigilant and attentive, 
and they should have his support; not uni- 
‘forin, unqualified support, for he thought 
Fight ‘to ‘keep them alert by admonition 
vastipation, but qualified and rational 
‘support, according as they should be found 
to deserveit. Many of them he esteemed 
~ personally, tind he’particularly requested 


noble lord epposite'(Howick) to ac. 


[336 
‘cept the fullest assurances of his high con« 


sideration.” 

Sir Thomas Turton rose and delivered hig 
maiden speech. He said, he did not think 
he should satisfactorily discharge his duty to 
his constituents, to that house, or to bim« 
self, if he did not candidly avow his senti- 
ments, upon the present most important 
question, and state as candidly the reasons 
upon which he grounded those sentiments, 
and which should alone influence his vote 
this night. He said, that in his view of 
the conduct of our ambassadors, the story 
of their proceedings might be summed up 
IN @ very concise way—that they were in 
this country when they should have been in 
France, and that they remained in France 
long after that period at which they should 
have dated their ‘departure. He was 
anxious to essure the house, that the 
grounds vpon which his sentiments of the 
general conduct of ministers during the 
late negociation were rested, were deduced 
solely from the papers now before the house; 
and the observations he had to offer to the 
house upon those papers he should divide 
under three distinct heads; first, from the 
commencement of the negociation to the 
time of lord Yarmouth’s arrival. The 
second period to which he should call the 
attention of the house was from the arrival 
of lord Yarmouth in this country, to the 
refusal of the court of St. Petersburgh to 
ratify the treaty of M. d’Qubril ; and 3dly, 
from that period to the rupture of the late 
negociation. As to the first, he would in 
general observe, that the first question that 
would naturally suggest itself in the open- 
ing of any treaty for peace between the 
belligerent powers would be, what further 
advantages were to be expected by either 
party in the continuation of hostilities 
such treaties should be conducted by a 
policy conceded to by all nations, and in- 
deed in itself justifiable, the contracting 
parties concluding upon terms mutually 
and respectively advantageous. In this 
point of view, he could not be brought to 
think that the conduct of our ministers in 
managing that treaty was marked with that 
jealousy and caution which were so ne 
sary in any communication with a cabinet 
so proverbial for diplomatic intrigueas that 
of the enemy; at ‘the same time he was 
willing to confess that if there was a map 
in the empire peculiarly fitted for negocia- 
tion with any continental power, more es- 
pecially foreonducting a treaty with France 


statesman whose 
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loss was sogenerally and sincerely.deplored, 
was that man, Though a long, and indeed 
wn uniform opponent to the measures of 


that great man, this admission justice 


quired from him, and he felt no reluctance 
jnaceeding to it; nor, as he never opposed 
him but when he thought bim wrong, so 
he did not now panégyrize him without 
reasons He had said, that he (Mr. Fox)was 
best calculated to negociate with France : 
and why?—because the artifice, finesse, and 
machiavelian tricks of the court of Saint 
Cloud .could be effectually opposed only 
by the candour and manly simplicity of 
Mr. Fox, He did not look upon a. nego- 
ciation on the-basis of the treaty of Amiens, 
as so very alarming as it was described to 


' be ont of doors. ‘Though Bonaparte might 


gain ships and colonies and commerce, he 
could never gain a growth ef English 
sailors,and therefore we had nothing to fear. 
The superior :skill..and elegance of our 
fabrics would always secure the commerce 
and marinfacturés of; our country. He 
was of opinion, that the assassin. whom 
Mr. Fox denounced, was a of the 
French government, like Mehée de: la 
Only three points. were. agreed 
vpon in the long negociation that had 
taken place, the integrity of the Turkish 
Empire, the cession of Hanover, and tlie 
right-of Great Britain to interfere with the 
arrangements of the Continent, re- 
fused, however, to treat. further without 
Russia, and on what ground? We had no 
treaty with. Russia, exeept the. treaty of 
concert.. That was a treaty of subsidy 
and of military operations. In this sense 
it could not be in force, for since the battle 
of Austerlitz, no Russian army had acted, 
and therefore no subsidy could be claimed. 
The basis df the uti possidetis, subject to 
exchange.and cession, had been acted upon, 
It was impossible to imagine any thing so 
vague as the prineiple of a peace -hoxour- 
able to both parties; fer the honour of 
each, and what that. honour required, was 
entirely in its.own conception. He con- 
demned the employimg of @ person, not 
used to diplomatic transactions, in the con- 
duct of the negociation, If an experienced 
person had been employed, the basis would 
have been early acknowledged, or the ne- 
gociation would have been broken off. The 
negociation was meant but to entrap; and 


hence the aversion. to written documents. 


The proposition to indemnify the king of 

Naples.by the seizure of the Hanse'Towns, 

ought to have been rejected: with indigna- 
VoL. VIIL. 
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tion. He thought the reasons assigned by 
the noble lord for producing his full powers, 
ought to acquit ministers.on that ground. 
The noble lord:-said,. im his first note 
to general Clarke, that he was ready, to 
discuss the basis of a general peace. Hence © 
it was to be inferred, that the basis was.not _ 
considered as settled. He should have 
thought that lord Lauderdale‘ would have 
been instructed to bring this matter to.¢ 
conclusion. Till the 20th ofApril absolutely 
nothing was done, and the whole six 
months passed in negociation were nuga- 
tory. ‘Though it might be a question, whe- 
ther M.d’Oubril had, exceeded his powers 
in concluding the treaty he had signed 
there could be no doubt that he had He 
rity to treat. separately; and there wer 
even rumours that negociations were going 
on at Petershurgh at the \ present mo- 
ment. He thought, we should consider, 
therefore, whether Russia had a claim on 
us for all this attention, dmounting to a re- 
fusal to make peace without her, even whea 
there could be: no assurance that she was 
as decidedly with us, _ As to. the question 
respecting Hanover, there was no Briton 
that was not prepared ta make any sacti- 
fice for its recovery, if the,loss.of bis ma- 
jesty’s electoral dominions would 
a, wrinkle on, the brow. of his deélinin, 
ears.. He could not agree with the no- 
ble lord, that,.if we. had. secured Sicily 
and Dalmatia, we might bave given up all 
our other conquests. .He saw no reason 


why we should not have claimed Naples as 
well as Sicily. . It appeared to hifh extraor- 
dinary, that the, question of indemnity for 
the king.of Sardinia, who hed been aban- 
doned at the treaty. of Amiens, had been in 


is. instance. revived. was sorry to 
differ from. his hon. friend, with respect. to 
the policy of our.supporting Prussia. The 
whole bistory of, that power for the last 6 
years, shewed, that her 
was. directed to her own aggrandizement, 
She had been the eternal-enemy of Austria 
and the uniform.friend.of all the differen 
successive governments of France since thé 
Freuch revolution. He was glad to havé 
observed in the address on the speech dt 
the opening.of the session, that there wag 
none of that desponding language of ex- 
hausted means and dilapidated resources, 
used on other occasions, contained: in it. 
The resources of the empire were said to, 
remain unimpaired, and.if they were un- 
impaired,. it was owing, to the measures 0 
that great statesman nowno more (Mr. 
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Pitt), to whose politics he had himself been 
always attached. ‘The sinking fund, which 
“had been the work of that illustrious states- 
man, was that to which this country owed 
all its prosperity. It was the record of his 


services ; and well he might have said, when’ 


Dequeathing such a boon to his country ; 
Non omnis moriar 
Multaque pars mei vitabit ruinam.’” 
_ He hoped the honourable gentlemen oppo- 
site would not hereafter give way to such de- 
sponding language as was contained in the 
letter of the noble lord opposite (Howick) to 
the lord mayor, on thesubject of the capture 
of Hamburgh. That noble lord appeared 
mewhat partial to these communications; 
é did not mean to say, however, that he 
was influenced in ‘that respect by the caco- 
¢thes scribendi, The hon. bart, commented 
with some ‘severity upon the contents 
of the letter alluded to. He recommended 
to the noble lord, not to make such com- 
munications in future; and concluded, b 
assuring the house of his gratitude for their 
indulgence, and that, though he had 
espassed at some length upon their pa- 
ience, he had not uttered a single senti- 
_ ‘ment that was not sincerely and conscien- 
tiously the result of his unbiassed judgment. 
Mr. Whitbread rose, and spoke nearly as 
follows :--Mr, Speaker ; it was my wish to 
have spoken immediately after the hon. gent, 
(Mr, Montague) who preceded the hon. 
_ bart. (Sir T. Turton), for the purpose of 
offering a few observations upon a speech 
abounding with classical quotations, and 
full of fanciful illustration ; but which, I 
‘confess, appears to me not to have con- 
tained the sort of reasoning likely to pro- 
duce conviction upon the members of this 
house ; far less to convey sentiments agree- 
‘able’to the friends of either of those illus- 
trious ‘men, whose loss we ‘severally and 
deeply deplore, The hon. gent, has in- 
formed us, that having twenty years since 
taken his seat in the house of commons, he 
has been absent from it for the last ten: 
but, sir, one wopld have thought it im- 
ssible, that he should not have heard of 
the political transactions which have taken 
lace within that age that’ he should 
not haye known the gnimosities and 
 gontentions of which he was witness, ‘had 
Jong since ceased; that the dissentions 
which he has endeavoured to revive are 
obsolete ; and that at a most critical period 
Of the affairs of this country, one of those 
yt rivals represented’ to his sovereign, 
ho 


ever unsuccessfully, that the other was 


ithe person most fit to be joined with him 


in the councils of his majesty. Had that 
advice been accepted, the destination of 
Mr. Fox would no doubt have been to that 
office from which he has so lately and un- 

happily been torn by the hand of death.— 
Neither, sir, was it negessary for the hon. 
gent. to recur to those invidious topics, 
which in his estimation disqualified the earl 
of Lauderdale from acting in the capacity 
of: plenipotentiary from this country: to 
France. The leaders of the different re- 
volutionary factions in France have expi- 
ated their crimes by their blood. But if 
to the various qualifications for such a 
situation possessed by my noble friend ; 
his extensive information, his indefatiga- 
ble industry, his acknowledged talents, and 
his inflexible integrity, could be added an 
actual acquaintance with the characters and 
persons of some of those with whom he 
might have to transact business of such 
importance, surely in the eyes of any rea- 


‘sonable man, it would decide the: prefe- 


rence in his favour.—It is not, however, 
sir, merely for the purpose of animadvert- 
ing upon these objectionable parts of the 
speech of that hon. gent., or of refuting 
his argument that I have risen to-night, but 
also for the purpose of expressing opinions, 
the influence of which upon my mind I am 
not able tocontroul. So far from entering 
into the sentiments of the hon. gent., I 
entertain those of a nature entirely uppo~ 
site, respecting the negociation the. details 
of which are. now uuder the consideration 
of the house. I cannot concur in the 
language of the Declaration which it has 
been recommended to his majesty to pube 
lish, that the failure of the negociation is 
attributable sole/y to the injustice and am- 
bition of France; neither can I concur in 
voting an address which tends to annihilate 
all hopes of peace to this country and the 
world..—No one, sir, who may \ have 
thought it worth while to look at my situa 
tion personally, or to’ attend to the.con- 
duct J have adopted from the formation of | 
the existing administration to the present 
day, can doubt ‘of the pain I must i 
rience in the execution of the task I 
myself called upon ‘to perform. — My 
known: love and enthusiastic veneration 
for’ the dead; my close connexion with, 
and affectionate friendship for the living ;. 
my active and zealous support of measures 
which I approved, but for which I was not 
responsible; my public declarations on the — 
subject of this very negociation, upon the 
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ef negotiation recently terminated, was immediately supérseded, and the true 


faith of those whom I trusted; must, I|character perfectly distinct.—The house, 
think, secure me against the slightest im-|sir, has already heard a great deal of the 
putation of acting from any motives but] details contained in these papers, and [ 
those of unmixed and sacred duty.—Sir, 1{ should be unwilling to detain you by any 
' will confess that in conformity to the sen-| unnecessary recurrence to the particulars 
timents I have always expressed in this}of what has passed; but I trust I shall be 
house, peace is the object nearest my heart : | excused if in my present situation I should. 
and I need hardly explain, that by peace, I | dwell somewhat minutely on those parts of 
mean peace achieved with honour. One,| the transaction which at least justify my 
therefore, of the principal sources of. gra- | own conduct to myself, I have spared no 
tification to my mind arising out of the} pains to inform myself, I have omitted no~ 
change which took place some time since} opportunity which has offered of being 
in the councils of his majesty, was the] either persuaded or convinced, but in vain. 
conviction that the first opportunity of }—I may be allowed, Mr. Speaker, to in« 
effecting a pacification with France, would] dulge in the effusion of my heart, relative 
be seized and improved by the persons| to the opening of the correspondence, with 
now in power. I looked with an eager}the French government. Sir, it was not 
eye for the first symptom that might indi-| any disposition to ogle for peace, as it has 
cate ‘the possibility of so joyful an event.| been called by the hon. gent., which in- 
I listened with an anxious ear for the first} duced Mr. Fox either to invent (for to that 
favourable rumour: and when I cauglit the | length it has been carried by some) or to 
grateful news of a correspondence actually | give information of the circumstance which 
on foot, I drew happy omens of the event, | gave rise to his first letter to M. Talley- . 
from my firm persuasion that a// the parties|rand, It was the spontaneous act of that 
engaged were sincere; and from my belief] noble and generous heart, impelled by no 
that peace sought in the spirit of peace is} motive but that of the pure and exalted 


seldom sought in vain.—When the scene | benevolence with which it at all times over~ 


had closed, when all hope had vanished, | flowed.—Had he then thought peace as 
my disappointment was keen, but my con-| impossible as J am sorry to say my noble 
fidence was unabated. Upon the faith I} friend has now represented it to be; nay, 
had in my noble and hon. friends, and| had it happened at a much earlier period, 
most especially in my noble friend and re-| and he could have foreseen, and have been 
lation below me (lord Howick), I belie. | sure that the battles of Marengo, Auster. 
ved that peace with France had not been|litz, and Auerstadt could have been -pre- 
concluded, because it had not been possi-| vented by the perpetration of a-deed so 
ble to conclude it with honour. Certainly,| foul; he would have rejected it with the 
then, I came to the consideration. of the} same indignation, and made the communi-~ 
papers before you with the strongest feel-| cation, which might counteract it, with a 
ings of partiality. I expected and was] feeling of abhorrence as strong, and an 
disposed to find the cause of the English] alacrity as decided as in the instance be+ 
government triumphant; the conduct of| fore us. As an admirerof the qualities of 
the government of France without justifi-}| Mr. Fox’s head and heart, I am glad such 
‘cation or apology.—If, with such previous] an opportunity was afforded of exhibiting 
‘impressions, I am not satisfied that Eng-| to mankind his genuine philanthropy in its 
land is undeviably in the right, and France | brightest colours.——This letter,sir, however, 
as completely in the wrong; if I think|produced the correspondence, which forms 
that, under any imaginable circumstances,| the first part of the papers submitted to 
it is‘the height of impolicy to declare that} our consideration : and in all these letters, 
all hope of peace must be abandoned ;| written by Mr. Fox’s hand, there is ex- 


can_ I for the Address which is} hibited a model of frankness,’ simplicity, 


‘now proposed to you, or how can I re-|.wisdom, and resolution. It is’ obvious, 
frain from stating the arguments which in-} that the proposal to negociate, came from 
duce me to differ from those I so much|the French government, and that the basis 
respect and adinire, and whom. it has| suggested was the treaty of Amiens [No.4. 
‘hitherto’ beén‘' my’ pride to support ?—~| of the Papers laid before Parliament, p. 93:] 
‘Nothing which I can have to utter will be} By ‘the address of Mr. Fox, this basis, 
more painful than’ this, that T think I per-} Which’ as he truly said, might have been the 
‘ceive int the begifning and the cobclusion |source of endless difference -and dispate, 
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basis of all. treaties proposed; namely, |iby the arrival oflord Yarmouth from Paris. 
that the treaty should: be reciprocally.|with verbal communication from M, Tala 
““ honourable to both. countries avd their jileyraud to Mr. Fox, The substance of that 
“allies.” [No. 4, At, the samej.communication is given in the written note 
time, it was explicitly stated py .Mr. Fox, jjof the 13th of June, [No. 12, p. 109.]. and 
that England. could not negociate, unless |jjunquestionably if we had received no 
Russia was admitted asa, party to the,ne-|iformation but from the eontents of that - 
gociation. France, as she had an un-jinote, I must have been compelled to say 
doubted right to do, refused to consent to | the basis of, possidetis was not. propos 
that proposition. It is, unnecessary to,|sed by the French government at all, Fors 
dwell upon the vague but ingenious rea-} tunately however, sir, for himself, and for 
soning with which the French minister at- the satisfaction of the house, my lord 
tempted to shake the purpose of Mr. Fox,| Yarmouth is present at our deliberations, 
whose jealousy beeame justly alarmed by }and has upon this and a former occasion 
j the perseverance of M. Talleyrand ;, lest} thrown great light upon the subject, and 
i - France. should-ententain the idea, so dero-| much assisted ys in forming a judgment 
gatory to the ignity and the rigut.of Great} upon,the case. Sir, my lord Yarmouth hag 
Britian, of é¢xeluding her from all inter-|told us that M..Talleyrand proposed the 
ference in continental affairs. Au expla-} basis of uti possidetis in those express. terms, 
nation, however, was produceden that}and at, the same time gave full assurance 
head, perfectly satisfactory, by, a decla-|of the disposition of France to make spes 
ration that the French emperor wished | cific concessions to England of the highest 
to erect it into a principle, ‘that, each | national importance.—Hanover was to be 
“« country should have ana interest and in- | restored unequivocally and without com- 
‘* terference in all that concerns,the con-| pensation. Mr, Fox instantly adopted the 
*\ tipent of Europes” [No. 10, p- 105.]| proposition to treat upon this basis. The 
Still the point of joivt or separate negocia- | difficulty with regard to Russia having been 
tion was;not adjusted, and the correspon- | removed by the arrival of her plenipoten. 
dence had ceased. from,the 26th of April} tiary at Paris, and it being understood 
to the 2d. of June, when it was resumed] that. the two countries, although treating 
by M. -Falleyrand.in bis letter of that] separately would not sign treaties separate 
date. In answer to which, Mr. Fox| from each other or be parties to any ar- 
stated that the difference between France| rangement in which the honour of each 
and England as to the mode of negociating] country, as well as her interests, was not 
eas a difference of form rather thap sub-j] guarded by the stipulations of the other, 
stance; But, sir, it: must be acknowledged, } My lord Yarmouth returned to Paris, and, 
had joint negociation been conceded by] from whatever causes, found the French 
Franve, that, Ar. Fox would have advised] minister receding from the propositions 
its being commenced the next hour. [No.7,| with which he had charged him, In these 
Pp» 9%} Sir, I would refer to the Papers] circumstances lord Yarmouth conducted 
before'the house, for the ruth.of the state-| himself with propriety and dignity. [No. 
ment with which J have and) 14, p, 111.] He. recalled to the recollec- 
would, then ask of my, noble. friend,| tion, of M. Talleyrand the conversation 
whether up to the moment to which I have| which had passed between them, the truth 
brought, the transaction, there was any|of. which was acknowledged by the French 
other sine qué.non than that of joint nego-|.minister; and held out no hope of a fa- 
ciation ?, The aphappy term of uti possidetis| vourable issue, under the altered, dispo- 
had meither been, introduced nor thought} sition of the, court of France.—In this 
of: and most unlucky in my: estimation it} situation he addressed the letter to Mr. 
has been. that it was ever used, for,it has} Fox, which produced the spirited and in. 
_proved, the bane. of the negociation.-—Sir,| dignant dispatch of the 26thof June [Nos 
must) here repeat, that if.q.letter had} 15, p.112.J which my, noble friend has in- 
-come from the, French-minister. conceding | formed us; was the last written by. the band 
the admission. of Russia to, the treaty, the}.of, Mr. Fox. Much stress, sir,..hes been 
‘negociatiow would have gone on, and might] laid by my noble friend on, the arguments 
upon a. free. discussion of terms, in the| urged by, him as tending to shew.tbhat 
hands.of -Mr, Fox (bad it pleased. God to} Fox would not have consented to proceed 
spare his:inyaluable life) have been brought} in any negociation salen the uti, possidetis 


| Ao ahappy dssuer—A mew, by the French goverp+ 


| 


| 


Creat 


‘ment.as the basis of the proceeding. Sir, 


and even says that it was upon the faith of 


recedes from his former answer, it is in 
“6 vain that any further discussion, should 


“or even to, negociate strictly upon that 
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sion of Naples, Venice, Istria, and Dal- 
matia, as well>as an alienation of some 
parts of the French emperor's Italian states 
to form a provision for the king of Saze 
dinia, and at the same time had solemnly 
protested on the part of England against 
cessions in the West Indies, or elsewhere. 
[No. 14, p. 111]. That lord Yarmouth did 
not act without authority, i in making these 
‘demands of France, if it could be other- 
wise supposed, is to be collected, from the 
answer of Mr. Fox; who expressly directs 
him to ‘ mention the questions of Ne- 
“ ples and Istria again, but not to state 
as conclusive reasonsagainst agree~ 
“ ing on preliminary. articles.” [No, 15, 
112,]. Where then is this,abstract. basis 
of the uti possidetis to, be found, as 
pensably, hina to further proceeding ? 
Not, sir, inany part of the papers, which 
L have so. carefully searched; notin the 
narrative of lord Yarmouth, which he bas 
so candidly given to the house ; not ia the 
able reasoning, or eloquent speech of may, 

noble friend, After all 1 have reed, 


not ‘find that the uti possidetis rie up. to 
this period, the sine qué non of negocia- 
tion.—In a short time, siz, it will appear 
from the papers, that, Sicily itself ceased 
to be, the sine gud.non of negociation, For 
after the rejection of the absurd propo- 
sition relative to the exchange of the 
Hanse Towns for Sicily, a second propo. 
sal having been made by the French go- 
vernment, and an intimation held out, that 
if Sicily, was not ceded for some rant 
lent, the meditated. changes in Germany 
would be published, the Russian negocia- 
tor M. d’Oubril requested that the English 
cabinet would temparize rather than abrupt- 
ly terminate the negociation, and it was 
admitted that an equivalent might be found 
for Sicily. This is acknowledged in a.dis« 
patch from the English cahiuet to lord Yar- 
mouth, dated July 18, [p, 118,] and. at 
the same time. a compensation is named, 
-which I confess it appears to. me almost ag 
waveasonable for.ug-to expect that France 
should consent to, as it was extravagant 
in France to spggest. the exchange, of the 
Hanse Towns. for, the. island Sicily 
Oa, the, 20th, of July, the 
warm. and. repeated Temgnsirauges of. lord 
Yarmouth, the sepayate treaty was signed 
by, Ms D’Qubril with, France, the. terms 
of which appear. to.bave been highly. dis; 
graceful to.that cout, aud, injurious to the 


| cannot find any. ground for that assertion 

in the whole of this. dispatch, True it is 
Mr. Fox desired lord. Yarmouth to} 
recall the French minister. to.his,own origi- 
pal,proposal: but. he emphatically, states 
that. “ Sicily is. the sine gud nor,” and al- 
though be argues with great warmth 
the conduct of the French government, 


the uti possidedis having been agreed to. as 
the basis of, the uegociation that lord Yar- 
mouth: was then at Paris; He does not di- 
rect him to. break off the negociation un- 
less that. basis was again recognized. - He 
sums up the whole of his reasoning in one 
temarkable paragraph: ‘ ‘Fhe result of 
“ what: [have stated to your lordship is 
“ this, ist, That Sicily is a sine qud-non ; 
“ on which subject, if the French minister 


¢ take place. It is clearly within bis first 
“ opinion delivered to your lordship ; it is 
‘¢ clearly, within his last description of 
“ places, which are reciprocally possessed 
by. the two countries, and canyot in all 
“ probability be recovered by war. ”"—But, 
sir, cay my noble friend find in any part 
of this dispatch any other ground stated 
upon which tbe discussions are to be finally 
and peremptorily closed? On the con- 
trary, is not lord Yarmouth told that the 
moment the single point of Sicily is con- 
ceded, he may open the full powers (with 
which he had been furnished, in conse- 
quence of a suggestion from the French 
government) and that, upon the refusal of 
that single point those, powers were to be 
with-held, Further, sir, I would put it to 
my noble friend, whether upon the con- 
tents of the leuter from lord Yarmouth to 
Mr. Fox, of the 19th, and Mr. Rox’s an- 
swer of the 26th, the inferenge is, aot unde- 
niable, that. it was not the iatention of 
either government to insist upon,the ab- 
solute recognition of the abstract basis of the. 
uti possidetis as preliminary to negociation, 


basis.--Wohy, sir, the state of actual pos- 
Seasion on, both sides must have, been, in- 
tended, if on either: and yet we find: that 
in the xekution of the, very) first, gonversa- 
tion held...by, the English, plenipotentiary, 
on, his, nolan to Panis, with M. Talleyrand, 
Avberein urges upon. that. aniisier the 
coxrectpesg| of the, terms, of the. message 
he. took to England), he, gives, Mr. Box. to, 
Racer sand seat bad asked) for ces- 
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_ not be improper to remark, in order that 
justice may be done to all parties; which 
it is essential should be done, in order that 
we may obtain a just view of our situation; 
in order that we may stand, both now and 
hereafter, clear before the world at large; 
and especially that we may deserve from 
Providence, under whose aweful eye we 
act, that protection which we implore, I say 
it is but proper to remark that in signing a 
separate treaty with Russia, France did not 
violate any principle of good faith with 
thiscountry. She had expressed from the 
beginning a determination ‘to treat sepa- 
rately with the powers to whom she stood 
opposed, if she could effect it; and in so 
doing she had neither deceived nor inju- 
red Great Britain; nor, indéed, is want of 
ood faith upon this score attributed to 
rance in any part of the correspondence. 
With Russia it is impossible not to observe: 
the case was different ; and certainly her ple- 
nipotentiary had acted in a manner most in- 
consistent with every principle of justice and 
honour. The situation of lord Yarmouth was 
thus rendered almost beyond precedent dif- 
ficult and distressing,and J cannot help say- 
ing that he had hitherto conducted himself 
in a manner which did him great credit ; 
nor do I think that his subsequent conduct 
deserved the sort of censure which was 
thrown upon him by the king’s ministers 
at the time, and which has been in some 
degree insisted upon by my noble friend 
below me to-night. True it is, that lord 
Yarmouth did at this crisis, upon the de- 
mand of M. Talleyrand, produce the full 
powers which had been intrusted to him on 
the 26th of June, on the express condition 
_ that they were not to be opened unless the 
French government would relinquish its 
claim to Sicily: but it must be recollected 
that in the interval, compensation for Sicily 
had been suggested by France, and the 
possibility of it not only admitted by En- 
-gland, but a specific mode of compensation 
pointed out. So that the circumstances of 
the negociation were changed altogether : 
and if under such circumstances lord Yar- 
mouth, contrary to the letter of his instruc- 
tion, did in consequence of the remon- 
strances of M. Talleyrand, as detailed in his 
lordship’s letter of the 30th of July, pro- 
_duce his fall: powers, though ‘not strictly 
justified in point of diplomatic etiquette, 
surely there was such palliation, if not 
complete ground of vindication to be found, 
as might have saved him from reproach on | 


‘now it turns out that nothing injurious’ ty 
this country of any sort arose out of his 
conduct. For although it is suggested in 
the correspondence that the negociation 
was in some sort, of necessity continued: 
in consequence of the step taken by lord. 


Yarmouth; by the declaration it would 


appear that it was the determination of the 
king’s government at this period to send @ 
minister duly authorized, to Paris.—Sir, 


my noble friend and his colleagues have acs’ 


cused the French: government as having 
manifested an unbecoming elation, in con 
sequence of the advantage they had ob. 
tained, and of having greatly increased in 
their demands. Upon this point I beg to 
refer to the short abstract from lord Yar- 
mouth’s dispatch of the 2ist of July, 
wherein he tells his court, that “ he can 


“* perceive, that the terms of France are in. . 


‘* creased, but still not so mucl: so as the 
“sudden defection of Russia bad led him 
“to apprehend. Hanover, Malta, the 
Cape, and India-remained pure and un- 
 sullied.” [No. 23. p.123.] Was it 
sonable to expect that France would not in- 
crease in her demands in consequence of 
the event which had taken place? did we 
not afterwards rise in our demands when it 
was found that Russia would not ratify the 
treaty signed by her minister? and is it 
wise or dignified in a great nation to re- 
present as an act of gross injustice on the 
part of her enemy, a line of conduct, which 
under a change of circumstances she hers 
self has actually adupted ? If we could but 
weigh the conduct of the adversaries with 
whom we treat and our own in the same 
equal scale, how much would it coriduce 
to establish the tranquillity, and render 
permanent the happiness of mankind !— 


To this observation, sir, I might have been ° 


led by the comments of my noble friend on 
the communication made by lord Yar- 
mouth of the conference which took place 
between his lordship and general Clarke 
after the exhibition of his full powers, in 
which conference [No. 25, p. 125.] the 
English plenipoteutiary conducted himself 
with exemplary discretion, -sagacity, an@ 
moderation; in no instance committing 


‘the high character with which he was inves- 


ted, giving no hope to the French plenipo-~ 
tentiary that England would depart from 
the ‘basis on which the negociation was 
avowedly instituted, at the same time in & 
discussion of many hvurs, seeking to ascer- 
tain'the extent of the demands of France, 


the part of his employers; more especially: | and in whet’ manner they could be modi- 
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fied. Sir, I would ask of my noble friend, 
how the most experienced diplomatist could 
have conducted himself in a manner more 
satisfactory, or could have evinced greater 
skill in a:situation of extreme delicacy ?— 
Now, sir, it becomes necessary to observe 
upon that part of the speech of my noble 
friend wherein he states the increased and 

_ extravagant pretensions of Frarice, as ari- 
ing out of the successful issue of her 
schemes with. the Russian minister; and 

- gurely it is not just to take the terms men- 
tioned by general Clarke, in this conference 
with lord Yarmouth, as the ultimatum of 
the French government, far less to assert 
that the French insisted with great elation 
upon their success with Russia, and in 
' consequence of it demanded terms to which 
England could not accede. That a consi- 
_derable advantage had been gained by 
France, no man.can deny, and that such 
advantage would not be improved was un- 
reasonable to expect. But the words of 
general Clarke are extremely cautious. 
He says that it would entitle the emperor 
to more advantageous terms. ‘That, “ the 
emperor would be authorized to with- 
“ held some of the great points, but having 
“ repeatedly said the contrary, though not 
_# in an official manner, he would abide by 
noble friend has justly  re- 
marked, that in the subsequent explanation 
_ of these great points by general Clarke, the 
proposed cessions of Hanover, Malta, and. 
the Cape, were burthened with conditions 
wholly inadmissible: and my feelings revolt 
at them as much as those of my noble friend. 
The difference between us is this, that my: 
noble friend considers these propositions 
to have been seriously: intended as the ul- 
timatum of France, whilst I consider them. 
nly in the nature of preliminary discus- 
sions, and if those discussions had pro- 
ceeded, terms of a different nature, and 
perfectly admissible terms might have been 
proposed.—Here, sir, | would beg to refer 
those who are disposed to contend that the 
uti possidetis had been hitherto, and was 
now considered.as the sine qud non of the 
negociation, to the note prepared by lord 
Yarmouth for his discussion with general 
Clarke, and which was read by his lordship 
tothe general. [No.25, Inclosure D.p.129.] 
You will there find that the English pleni- 
potentiary states himself to be authorized 
-to “+ discuss the basis, and to give full effect 
‘ to the reciprocal desire of the two coun- 
‘+ tries.” Now surely, sir, if there. had 
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which England would condescend to pro 


ceed, no discussion could arise upon the - 


subject. The-simple question was, Yes, 
or No? as was put by Mr. Fox relative to 
the joint or separate negociation in his core 
respondence with M. Talleyrand, and by 
the same minister also in the.case of Sicily. 
—However, sir, to revert to the account 
of the conference. itself. I maintain, that 
my noble friend is no more entitled to say 
that the terms mentioned by — general 
Clarke, were the only terms which could 
have been obtained from France, than that 


the French minister would have been jus~ — 


tified in affirming that the cession on the 
part of the French government of Naples, 
Venice, Istria, and Dalmatia, together 


“with a part of the emperor’s Italian domi- 


nions to the king of Sardinia, (p.-113) 
were the only terms upon which England 
would consent to make peace with France, 
Sir, I confess that such Jaxity and indul- 
gence towards ourselves, anc such strict 
interpretation of all that comes fromthe 
Opposite party, seems to me, with great 
submission, neither to be in the true spirit 
of conciliatory treating, mor to be founded 
in equity or wisdom.—We now come to a 
period when the news ‘of M. D’Oubril’s 
conduct had reached England, together 
with the. account of the step lord Yarmouth 
had consequently taken, and there is sub- 
mitted to us a dispatch [No. 26, p. 129] 
bearing Mr. Fox’s signature which unfolds 
the sentiments and views of the English 
cabinet at this juncture—I cannot refrain 
from remarking by the: way, that it is:ex- 
traordinary to find M. D’Oubril’s conduct 
in signing the. separate treaty always re- 
ferred to the threat held out about: the 
aflair of Germany; whereas the French 
minister from the beginning of the: first 
correspondence with Mr.. Fox always in- 
sisted that Russia had shown a disposition 
to negociate separately, and lord Yarmouth 
himself says, (p. 122) “ that from the first 
“ hour he-met M. D’Oubril in France he 
‘“‘ thought he was come determined to 
‘* make a peace good or bad, with or with« 
‘¢ out Great Britain.”—Sir, there is. some- 
thing to me unintelligible in the conduct 
of the Russian plenipotentiary in the whole 
of this: affair,, and it would be improper 
perhaps to ask, or to give any explanation 
upon the subject at this moment. But to 
this-I think there must be an universal as- 
sent, that no effort was left unemployed by 
lord Yarmouth to prevent M. D’Oubril 


-heen -but one ‘indispensable basis upon | 


from takiwg the step.so justly deprecated. 
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—In this situation of things it was judged 
adviseable to add the 
earl of Yarmouth; and the earl of Lau- 
derdale was selected for the purpose; a 
person perfectly qualified for any station 
where: talents, activity, and integrity are 
required, and whom from motives of per- 
sonal regard and: friendship I should have 
wished to see placed in situations of emi- 
nence and distinction. If I shall be com- 
_ pelled hereafter to disapprove of that part 
of the negociation in which he was prin+ 
cipally concerned, lord Lauderdale may 
ao doubt appeal to his instructions as fur- 
nishing at*once the best vindication, and 
bighest authority for his eonduct.— 
About the same pericd we have been given 
+o-uhderstanid by lord Yarmouth, an in» 
{prebsion was created in France most unfa- 
wvourable to the issue of the conferences, 
by an event which was deemed to have 
taken place; [mean the political death of! 
Mr. Fox. Alas! sir, how fresh causes of 
gttef and lamentation for the loss of that 
illustrious man daily arise! how much 
- qmore than ever are we now bound to de- 
re his-untimely death ! but was it unna- 


tural that the French should conceive it. 
probable his death would make a consi- 


detable difference in the British councils. 
as to the great object of peace? Sit, not- 
withstanding, my. noble friend, who has’ 
been duritig the whole course of his parlia- 
mentary life for 20 years the zealous advo- 

- @ete, and the mest able and eloquent sup- 
of those-enlightened and glorious 

_ principles whieh aetoated Mr. Fox; not- 
withstanding, I) say, he and others of bis 
warmest friends and admirers were to be 
amongst the advisers of his majesty, 
was it surprising that the French goverh- 
iment should be somewhat diffident of other 
servants of the crown, who, whatever their 

sentiments might now be, liad certainly | 
former occasions not evinced the 
veadiest dispusition for peace with the chief 
of the Fréench government. Sir, from my 

soul, I believe that every member of the 
_ Bnghsh cabmet was sincerely desirous of 
peace. have publicly eapressed that con- 
wiction, and I repeat it: but am P to be 
surprised thet France bad not the same 
confidence'as myself? and ought mot pe- 
euliar caution to have been taken ata 
garictare critical, avoid giving the 
slightest appearance of a change of senti- 
teht on vhe part of this country? The 
path was. plain and) obvious; I do not 


think it was pursued. That there had been 


in the case of Sicily, and possibly in some 

other points, something of tergiversatiog 

and chicanery on the part of Fratice, is uni 

deniable ; but if it was fit to pursue: the 

negociation at all, it was fit to pursue it in 

the spirit of coneiliation and peuce, 
to form and substance: and to judye from 

his manner of treating, I must’say, it aps 

pears to me ‘that lord Lauderdale’s im 

structions were not judiciously drawnas 
Sir, from the papers before you we find 
that lord Lauderdale arrived at Paris on 
the 9th of August and id a dispateh, dated 
on the 9th, he informs this government of 
interviews which bad tekeh place betiveen 
the English plenipotentiaries and geueral 
Clarke, to whom had been added. M, 
Champagny as coadjutor, which had been 
announcéd to the earls of Lauderdale and 
Yarmouth, with “ something like an insi+ 
“ nuation that an unfair advantage had 
“*-been taken by the English government, 

by the appomtment of tww ministers on 
their part.” [No. 35, p..144.] 
fess, sir, that I wish lord Lauderdale had 
omitted so invidious a communication to 
itis court. It does not appear in the true 
spirit of amity, that any thing so vague and 
uncertain, as “ something like an insinua- 
tion” should be seriously noticed and res 
corded. lam the more confirited in the 
wish I] have expressed, by adverting to the 
dispatch from the Englishcabinet, dated the _ 
14th of August, [No. 38, p. 163} wherein 


‘the expression I have quoted, is so strongly 


taken up as to make it the ground of Jord 
Yarmouth’s recall fromy Paris.—=Sir,. the 
conference which took place immediately 
after lord Lauderdale’s arrival at Paris is 
rendered. for ever memorable by the deli- 
very of a Note, (p. 145) signed by the new 
Linglish negociator, doubtless, im strict con- 
formity to: his instructions, which indeed, 
did raise the uté possidetis into a sink qué 
non, and threw such an impediment im the 
way of pacification, as was not surmounted 
till the period for a temperate discussion 
of terms was passed; the whole of the in+ 
termediate time having been lost in # fruit 
less dispute a barren proposition, 
which France: | here- 
after shew, nrade an effort to surnromat, an 
effort which might. unquéstionably. ‘have 
been highly improved. ‘This:same propo- 
sition we ourselves at last abandoned; for 
the purpose of dome that, which we ought 
to have done in the outset, nameby, of con- 
sidering the updn which’a peace ho- 
nourable to both countries might beet 
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fécted.—Sir, my‘ noble: friend has paid’ to 
Lauderdale the tribute die to’ him 
mi thinistets for the faithful discharge’ of 
his’dity; for the spirit with which he'up- 
held’ the honour of the nation confided to 
his‘cafe, and for the ability with which he 
fdrmed his’ various functions. I wish 
not’ to’ detract from that praise. The 
have both now, and in their dispatches wd 
dressed’ to him, done him no more than 
jostide: and’T ani sure but little impression 
can have been made‘on the house by that 
of the speech of the hon. gent. to which 
“have before alluded, whereim ke tried to 
expose the noble earl to ridicule for the) 
eusiness with which he suffered himself to 


be duped; atid’the tameness with which he 


sifféred the character of the nation he re- 
présenited, to be insulted. Sir, to uphold 
thé character of a great country isthe first 
duty of'a negociator, but not the only one. 
Phere is a skill which will combine firmness 
with’ conciliation, and obtain the object 


‘souglit for without the slightest departure | 


from the true feelings’ and expressions of 
national honour.—Sir, tlie note in question, 
at the same time that it demands the pre- 
vious recoghition of the basis of actual pos- 
séssion, admits, “ that an indemnification 
“ may be found for Sicily; and that pro-. 
‘‘ positions may be accepted for the ex- 
“ change’of territory between the two cou- 
tracting parties upon just and equal 
** principles.” (p. 148). Sir, may. we be 
allowed to ask, why not, as in the ordinary 
transactions of life, go at once to the sub- 


‘stance, and’ dispense with the formalities, 


the recognition of which cannot conduce 


- t0 any good purpose? Why not proceed to 


discuss those exchange’ which it is admit- 
ted' may be made; instead of dwelling upon 
wpreliminaty admission, which, when ob- 
tained, would not, in the slightest degree 
have-accelerated the work? The recog- 
nition of a techni¢al basis, which, whatever 


was her origitial proposition, you knew that’ 


France was now indisposed to admit, which, 


‘at all'events, she would not be compelled 


to acknowledge, and which it does not ap- 
peat to me to have been necessary or ad- 
viseable to’ send a fresh plenipotentiary 
merely to' urge. But whatever may have 
been the course which I, asa person ar- 
dently wishing that every facility, consist- 
ent with national faith and honour, should 
have been given to this great work, might 
deem most proper, certain it is, that the 


course which was actually pursued after 
the: arrival of lord Lauderdale at Paris, 


Vou. VHT. 
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created a difficulty’ which delayed its pro-. 
gress during the whole of ‘that valuable. 
and irteparable period, which elapsed bes 
tweeir the 7th of Aug. and the 18th of Sept. 
—My noble friend has commented, with: 
jst severity upon the Note which was de~ 
livered by general Clarke to the English, 
mission, (p. 150.) in answer to that which I 
have just mentioned. Undoubtedly, in that. 

paper is contained great intemperance of 
expression, much vagné and false reason-, 
ing, much exaggerated statement, and a’ 
great deal of assertion as to the possessions 
which the French emperor would retain,. 

provided the basis of uti possidetis should, 
be adopted. However. Moravia, part of. 
Hungary, the whole of Austria, &c. might. 
have been his by the righit of conquest, they, 
had been restored by treaty, and, at the, 
time of opening the correspondence, were, 
not in the possession of France.—But in, 
this note, the basis of actual possession is, 
positively and violently rejected, and. it is. 
said that France will treat upon. that basis. 
alone, which was proposed by Mr. Fox,. 
namely, “ that the treaty should be ho- 
** nourable to each party, and its allies 5. 
“* and at the same time of a nature to in-. 
‘sure, as far as should be in their power,, 
* the future tranquillity of Europe, accom-, 
‘* panied by an acknowledgement in favour 

‘ of both, powers, of the right of inter-, 
“ ference and. guarantee in continental. 
and maritime to. 
the instructions given, no alternative was: 
left to the English plenipotentiaries, after. 
the step which had been taken, and the re-. 
ception it had met with, but to demand. 

their passports, and immediately to quit. 
Paris. Passports were accordingly de- 

manded, but the demand was eluded, as is, 
said in the Declaration, by an unusual and. 

unexplained delay, from the 9th to the Lith 
of August. The conduct of the French, 
governnient. in acting so directly in oppo= 
sition to all established forms, in violation, 
of that perfect freedom which must be al-. 
lowed at all times to accredited ministers, 
sent to treat with a bostile power for the. 
great object of peace, has been deservedly, 
reprobated. But I think the hon: gent. 
who spoke early in this debate, bore much 
too hard upon the noble earls in attributing 
ito them any blame for their conduct at 
this crisis, ‘Fhey insisted upon their pass- 
and ‘reiterated their request. in a 
laconie, and forcible manner, such as could: 

give no reason to doubt of their being 


sufficiently alive to the insult which was 
A ‘ 


| 
| 
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logy ‘and redress. 
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offered to their mission, and of the necess. 
sity there was for full and immediate apo- 
But, sir, the 1ith of 


- August produced. another note, signed by 


MM. Clarke and Chainpagny, far different 


_ in its language and tenour from the intems 


perate paper which had been before deli- 
‘vered, and which seems to me to have been 
calculated to remove ail the difficulties 
created by the unfortunate adoption of the 
two baneful words which destroyed the 
power of treating.—Sir, I beg the favour 
df my noble friend, and of the house, to 
peruse with attention the following para- 
graph, contained in this note, signed 
by MM. Champagny and-Clarke. In 


laying down the principle of uti possi- 


“ detis, have the English plenipotentiaries 
“ had it in view to propose a means of ex- 
“* change and of compensation? _If this is 
“* the meaning, the emperor adopts it, be- 
** cause it appears to him conformable to 
*¢ the two principles already agreed upon 
“ by both parties.” And having 3 considered 
the import of this declaration, I request 
them to compare it with the paragraph con- 
tained in the first note signed by lord Lau- 
derdalé, part of which I have before quoted, 
‘© He cannot consent to treat upon any 
“« other principle but that of the uti possi- 
“ detis, as or iginally proposed to his sove- 


~ “ reign by the court of France; at the 


same time he desires’ it should be well 
«understood, that the adoption of this 
“principle will not'prevent him either 


_ from listening’ to ‘any just and adequate 


“ indemnification to his Sicilian majesty 
‘ee the’ cession of Sicily, or from accept- 


_ © ing’ any ‘proposition for the exchange of 


“territory between the two contracting 
“ parties, upon just. and equal principles, 
“such as may tend to the reciprocal ad- 
“ vantage Of the two countries.” (p. 148.) 
Havirg compared these | declarations, | 


’ would pst it to my noble friend, to the 


House, and to the world, whether there is 
any substahtial, nay, whether there is any 
formal ‘difference between them ? Why 
then did not the negociation proceed? the 
obstacle was removed; why was it revived? 


the’ simple answer, yes, on the part of Eng-, 


land ; which was the true, the obvious, the 
politic, the only ahtswer to be given to,the 
Tuie of France, would have broken 

15 unhappy barrier to treating between 
thé two countriés, and would have allowed 


Of immediate investigation, whetber: 


such terms as ure described ip the note of 


1807.—-Negociation with France. 
or offered. Here; i in my opinion, a golden 
opportunity was lost, not indeed of making 
peace ;, | cannot tell whether peace would: 
have been the issue, nor am I called upon, 
for an opinion upon that point; but of — 
ascertaining whether peace could be made, 
But, as this opportunity, amongst. 
others, was missed, it is impossible for me, 
to say, that the continuation of hostilities 
is entirely owing to the-injustice and ams, 
bition of France ; and that “ with her al- 
together rests the awful responsibility.” 
[Vide Declaration, p. 212.] It was not 
possible, certainly, for the English pleni- 
potentiaries to return an answer to this 
note without an explanation on the subject 
of the passports which had been so unwar- 
rantably withheld. They consulted their 
dignity ; a previous explanation was de- 
manded ; an apology was made ; and an, 
answer was returned, It was in adverting. 
to this part of the papers, I believe, that: 
my noble friend indulged in some sarcastic, 
remarks on the French ministers, which L, 
think, as well upon general principles, as 
upou their application to this particular - 
case, might better have been avoided. He. 
taunts these gentlemen with the possible 
difficulties: of their situation, in having a 
double negociation to conduct; the one at 
Paris, and the other at St. Cloud.—To 
allow for mankind in situations of difficulty 
is one of the first principles of wisdom and 
of charity ; and the more arduous the situ- 
ation, the greater the allowances must be. . 
Taking it for granted then, that the persons 
employed by the chief of the French go-. 
vernmenut were desirous of peace, which . 
from the evidence, of the papers in my, 
hands I Sincerely believe ; if they had to. 
allay some irritation, to conquer some pre-, 
judice, and to controul some. violence,. 
surely it would be more fair,to applaud en-, 
deavours than to make them. matter of re= 
proach to those. who were, engaged in the, 
task, Supposing my noble friend .to be 
connected in adniinistration with persons. 
who had not all the same hearty, disposi, 
tions. to peace as himself, his difficulties in; 
negociation would certainly be increased; 
but the minister qpposed to him, would be 
avery unskilful, negociator who, did; not; 
discover and, allow:for such disadvantages >. 
and, if he shrimself were. truly, desirous of, 
peace, did not dissemble his knowledge of, 
them, and, by every meays.in his power 
lend his assistance, to their being overcome., 
Tam not afraid to say that such allowances, 


ought to be made for the. minister and the 


; 
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plenipotentiaries of France. After the ex- 
planation, however, with Tegard to the 
passports, had been given, a note was deli- 
yered by the English mission, which at the 
moment when one word would have settled 
the whole of this preliminary difference be- 
tween the two countries, puts them ata 
greater than'ever. It is ‘said, “ That the 
undersigned have only to regret ‘that 
“they cannot, consistently ‘with the in- 
 stractions of their government, do other- 
wise ‘than insist upon the previous re- 
cognition of this principle.” (p. 162.)— 
Why, sir, had not the principle been reco- 
gnized or adopted (for my noble friend has 
given us to understand that the latter word 
was substituted for the former by the hand 
of the French emperor himself,) in the very, 
note to which this was an answer? Sir, 1 
cannot, I confess, comprehend ‘the ‘refined 
punetilio which still adhered so tenaciously 
to the empty form, when the invaluable 
substance ‘was allowed to perish. Soon 
after this, lord Yarmouth was recalled from 
Paris.’ A long interval took place from the 
delivery of ‘the last note on the part’ of 
_ England, which, I cannot omit repeating, 
was conceived in error: and during’ that 
interval, it for the first time appears that a 
suspicion was entertained by the English 
ministers, that Russia would not ratify the 
treaty of M. D’Oubril. The instructions 
given in the letter signed by Mr. Fox, sup- 
posing that-event should happen, are ‘con- 
‘sistent'with all the principles of policy and 
(good faith ; and it is here not an improper 
place to observe, that the strict adherence 
‘to the terms of our treaty’ with Russia, 
however I)may disapprove’ of the treaty 
‘itself, is highly deserving warm and uni- 
versal commeéndation.—At length, sir, a 
‘conference [No. 45, p. 172] was desired 
‘by the French plenipotentiaries on the sub- 
ject ‘of' the’ English note of the Lith of 
‘August, which took place on ‘the 27th of 
the samné month, and was totally ineffectual. 
second conference’ was préssed for by 
‘MM. Clarke and Champagny, and agreed, 
‘to by lord Lauderdale, who in the interval 
between the two conferences’ held a lung 
conversation with M. Talleyrand ; in-which 
‘some strong expressions-.were used by the 
French minister ’ relative 'to the determit- 
nation formed by the emperor, not to cede 
‘any part of the! French doriinions, and a 
surprise, not altogetber unwarrantable, | 
think, was ‘éxpressed by My Talleyrand, 
(p. 173) that no impressi:'n was made upon 


lord Lauderdale, and ‘that he did not feel. 


that in obtaining Malta, the Cape, and Ha- 
nover, England would make a glorious 
peace. Still the unfortunate basis stopped 
every avenue to discussion ; aud is again . 
insisted upon in a paper delivered by jord 
‘Lauderdale on the 29th (p. 175). On 
that day the conferences were renewed, 
and although, according to the account 
given by lord Lauderdale himself, the tone 
of France was wonderfully lowered, and 
she appeared willing to make large con- 
cessions; his lordship’s mouth was shu 

and all debate upon the substance of thé 
thing was precluded, by the old and worth- 
less demand of the previous recognition. — 
Sir, I deeply lament the fatality which at- 
tended the introduction of this indispen- 
sable condition. I jament the false sense 
of punctilious honour, which did not use 
the means of relieving the difficulty which 
occurred on the 11th of August. 1 lament 
its anxious influence at this moment, which 
prevented the two countries from ascer= 
taining whether their long and bloody ‘dif- 
ferences could be reconciled or not. ‘I 
dament that lord Lauderdale, at the con- 
clusion of a conference, which, accord- 
ing to his own account, was of a ‘nature 
more pacific than any which had previous- 
ly taken place, should ‘have felt himse 

runder the necessity of drily asserting, ‘that 
he must terminate his mission (p.. 177); 
and-I should indeed have been astonish- 
ed if he céuld ‘have withstood the warm 
remonstrance Of M. Champagny, and ‘have 
absolutely refused ‘all further" intercourse. 
r— On’ the day proposed for further con- 
versation, M, Talleyrand announced’ to 
rlord' Lauderdale; in a manner acknow- 
‘ledged to have beén frank and candid, 
‘that news liad’ arrived’ of the fefasal, 
on the part of Russia, to ratify M? D’Ou- 
bril’s ‘treaty [No, 46, ‘page’ 180] ; * and 
‘the orders of the emperor ‘to ififormhis 
jordship that ‘this’ event would dispose 
France to make peace upon terms more 
advantageous to England than she would 
‘otherwise have’offéred. Whatever any hon. 
gent. ‘may see of trick; contrivance, finesse, 
or chicane in the conduct of France in 
every other part of this history, I tliink no 
one will be so unfair as to deny, that in 
this particular poimt before us at least, the 
conduct-was uatural and ingenuous. At 
‘the ‘same moment, sir, it appears that the 
intelligence of this event reached England ; 
dispatch with instructions was for- 
warded to the English plenipotentiary at 


Paris, signed by earl‘Spencer.—Lord Laa* 


- 
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derdale very properly deferred any renewal | have been effected.in the very outset; | 
ceived such instructions as the English cabi-| which is dated on the 18th of Sept. (No, 
net might think proper to send in conse-] 49. p. 184) we find that he had at length 
quence of the event which had been then] come to the discussion of terms. A cons 
& recently made known. These instruc-| ference with M. ‘Talleyrand is there de. 

1 


ons were communicated in a dispatch] tailed, in which it appears not only that 
a by Mr. Secretary Windham, dated | “ if the difficulties in respect of form could 


ept. 10, of which we have an extract.|‘ be got over, that he did not think any 
No. 48, p- 481.}-—Sir, I must beg to call |‘ material objections to terms would oc 
the ppennen of ae house most particularly |“ cur, but that the interests of Russia 
to this paper, because it completely bears] ‘* might be treated for by lord Lauderdale 
ut many of the arguments with which 1)‘ himself,” waving all formalities on the 
hhaye troubled you in theearlier part of my| subject; and thereby remoying the only 
Speech. "But I cannot help observing upon | difficulty which had occurred to Mr. Fox 
the remark made in the first part of this in his early correspondence with M. Tal- 
tract op the communication made by||leyrand against an immediate and ayowed 
Talleyrand to lord Lauderdale.  Sir,|| negociation.—Sir, the difficulty of the’ 
_ At was the avowed policy of France to de-sis of actual possession was remoyed; 
tach you from Russia, if she could :—tol but the French minister was given to un- 
adhere to Russia was not only your avowed| derstand that there woald be «rigid adhe- 
policy, but your bounden duty ; and what-| rence to the terms which had been com- 
ever might be her wish, France could now! municated to him both for England and 
less than ever entertain the hope that she} Russia, Sir, on that 1 shall, for the pre- 
should be able to effect the separation.| sent, make no observations; but I must 
‘The uti possidetis is mentioned in this dis-| remark that the note presented by lord 
oy as the basis on which his majesty] Lauderdale to M.alleyrand, dated Sept. 


ad originally intended to treat; and as| 13th, (p. 186) preparatory to this confer- 
the basis to which he still adheres: but] ence, fully bears out the argument I have 
“the tone in which it is mentioned, is very | founded on the dispatch of Mr. Windham, _ 
aiersnt from that in which it had ever|and Jord Lauderdule’s answer to that dis- 
‘been talked of since lord Lauderdale’s first| patch. Would to God, sir, that at the 
‘arriyal at Paris. Its previous recognition is 
no Jonger made an indispensable preli- 
minary. to negociation; and indeed how 
should it, when in the same dispatch we 
are informed that in the outset of the ne- 
jation every effort had been made by 
England to obtain the restitution of Na- 


first arrival of the English plenipoten- 
tiary at Paris, he had been: instructed 
to hold such a conference as the one just 
observed upon! Then there was time to 
have discussed, considered, referred, con- 
ciliated, and agreed, Events were now 
pressing forward which cut off the pos- 
sibility of further communication, which 
extinguished all hope of softening acrimo- 
nious feelings; of reconciling opposite and 
jarring interests, and finally restoring trau- 
quillity to the world. And why not then 
as well as now? if the previous recognition 
of an abstract principle was necessary then, 
why was it abandoned now? and if aban- 
-doned now, why had any stress been laid 
upon it at all? In a former part of my speech, 
I looked forward to the period at which I 
am now arrived ; and was | not justified in 
Saying that the unfortunate introduction of 
that technica] term of diplomacy was the 
bane of the negociation ?—Sir, we are af 
ferwards informed that M. Talleyrand, in 
another conference to which he was. ad- 


negociation, and that this dispatch was|he evinced much personal.civility, and dis- 
calculated to effect that which. ought to} position to please, presented @ note, which 


| 
J J uc J WU co 
ther, it is pecpenien that in the original | 
instructions to.lord Yarmouth, Sicily was 
sine gud non condition ; and, sit, again 
| repeat and maintain, that it was the only 
sine qua nop insisted upon, or even men- 
: tioned by Mr. Fox in his dispatch of the 
26th of Jone; the last he ever wrote, This 
alteration indeed, now appears to have. ta- 
a ken place; that whereas at the solicita- 
| tion of the Russian minister, compensa- 
tion for Sicily had been admitted as pos- 
a sible; the views of Russia had been ascer- 
tained on that point, and Sicily itself was 
again beconie not only essential, but in- 3 
dispensable to any arrangements for 
~ with both tbe allied powers.—Sir, I con- 
tend that a new turn was now given to the| mitted by lord Lauderdale, and in which 


h, 
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the manner of;his resenting it, [No. 
,189] does,not appear to 
sitggesber such as he could; have, wished to 
have had committed to him, and whic 

certainly did contain, according to his own 
aaa both evil and good. In;that note 
here is much unnecessary and irrelevant 


the demands of Russia. In.the subsequent 
conference which took place on the 26th 


of Sept., [No. 52, p. 197.] the demandon 
the part of Russia was again insisted upon, 


the French plenipotentiary:said he bad 


no, authority to. make any offer-for Russia, 
further than the full sovereignty of Corfas 


; Much that marks prejudice and |'This was positively rejected, and the nege~ 


jritation; that is objectionable ; 


‘put there are many points stated, of which 


' jt would heve been.well if theallies could 


have taken advantage. Sir, it is stated 
that ,“‘ the emperor adheres to the follow- 


1 ing proposal. That the negociations 


# between France and England shali con- 
tinue, and the mioister of his Britannic 
majesty shall be at liberty to introduce 
{into the treaty either as a secret article, 
“ orin any other form which would an- 
 swer the game end, whatever he may 


_ conceive would tend to reconcile the dif- 


“ ferences ;between the two countries.” 
“ That the emperor will not hesitate to 
“ make some sacrifices, in order to acce- 
“ lerate peace, and render it durable.”— 
“ That France does not pretend to dic- 
* tate either to or pony or Russia, any 
“* more than she will be dictated to by ei- 


ther of those powers.” Let the con- 


{ ditions be equal, just, and moderate; 
and peace is concluded.”—Sir, it would 
be injustice not to allow that the answer 
returned by lord Lauderdale (p. 192) to 
this note was dignified and moderate ; but, 
sir, matters with Prussia were unhappily 
drawing to crisis. The time in which 

emperate and repeated discussion. might 

ave relieved all difficulties, was irrevoca- 
bly gone: and lord Lauderdale was infor- 
med of general Clarke’s departure from Pa- 
tis, to accompany the emperor. A con- 
ference, however, soon took place with the 
Temaining minister, M. Champagny, [No. 
51, p. 193.] when at length the terms on 
which France would consent to make 
peace, were opened by that gentleman. 
These were, the cession of Hanover and its 
dependencies to Great Britain : To confirm 
the possession of Malta: The absolute 
possession of the Cape: The confirmation 
of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Mahee, 
&c, in the East Indies. Also Tobago: 
The Balearick islands, as an indemnity for 
Sicily; and an annuity to the king of ‘the 
two Sicilies from the crown of Spain, The 
answer given by lord Lauderdale was, that 
No proposition respecting an exchange for 
Sicily could be attended to, and that he 
was bound to insist peremptorily upon all 


ciation declared to: be at an end. Not+ 
withstanding:M. Champagny again pressed 
for another conference, and held ‘out the 
prospect of receiving fresh instructions. 
Another conference was actually agreed to 
‘by Jord Lauderdale, but whether it took 
.place is.not, I. think, quite clear: and ifit 
did, we are not informed of the particulars. 
‘Neither indeed is it material, for the empe- 
ror had quitted Paris, to putihimself at the 
/head of his army, and I perfectly agree 
with my noble friend, that when that 
event had once taken place, every hope of 
success in negociation was at an end, al- 
though perhaps the mission need not -have 
been declared terminated, till the ultima- 
tum of the emperor had been received— 
This was the position-taken by my noble 
friend: not that which has been ascribed 
to him by the hon. gent. that all hope of 
peace was over, when’ the Confederation 
of the Rhine had been franied and published ; 
for it is sufficiently obvious, that however 
the allies may have disliked that act, what- 
ever character may be ascribed to it, the 
correspondence and negociation was never 
fora moment stopped on that account.— - 
Thus, sir, I have taken a review of most of 
the papers submitted to our consideration 
by order of his majesty, longer and more 
tedious than L could have wished, But 
which has appeared to me necessary in order 
to justify to myself, to my friends, and to 
the country, the ¢onclusions to which I 
have come, and the part I feel compelled 
to take. Sir, it remains for me to take 
some notice of the terms which were of- 
fered at last by France to this country and 
to her ally ; and ‘the propriety of our re- 
jecting or accepting those terms for our- 
selves, and insisting upon al/ that Russia 
thought proper to claim for herself. Ha- 
nover, that jewel of the crown, as it hes 
been represented, without which its lustre 
would be incomplete, was ours. The he- 
nour of the country therein was secured. 
Malta was ours. This surely was an im- 
portant point. What, sir, was the original 
object of the war in which we have been 
engaged since 1803? Malta; If Malta 


could have been obtained, war would have 


| 
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"been avoided. At least: we had the posi- 


-¥ta The Cape of Good Hope, the cession 
- ofwhich by: England at the treaty of Amiens 


Every pointof.consequence in the East was 
-ylelded; and’ Tobago, perhaps of little im- 


was there remaining for England, as Eng- 


say, that an indemnity»for Sicily bad! been 


tive assurance of that fact, in the papers 
which were then laid upon the table of this 
-house. True it is that the first step taken 
_by the persons who then directed the ‘coun- 


sels of his majesty towards the rupture of 


. the treaty of Amiens was the king's mes- 
-sage of March, 1803, relative to the move- 
-ments.inithe:ports of the enemy. But the 
communication contained in the message 
did not, at the time; nor has it ever since 
appeared ‘to me to be justified by any thing 
“which could be shewn to have taken place, 
Indeed, should: grieve for the character 
of England if the imputation cast upon her 
by the hon. gent. to whose speech I have 
- frequently alluded, could have credit with 
the world. ‘He has told you, England, 
bound bythe solemn obligation of a treaty 
+which she had concluded but a few months 
ibefore ; pretending an earnest desire’ for 
the ‘continuation of peace, saw a moment 
“in which she thought the powers of the 
continent might be excited against France, 
and that she sought a pretext for war, in 
order that she might persuade, by her ex- 
ample, those powers to join’again for that 
‘ehimerical object, which had been twice 
attemptedw and twice defeated. Sir, it 
cannot be'so.* It is impossible to believe 


been so: much censured, was ours. 


“portance imitself, but:which having been 
originally an: English colony was, on that 
account, an acquisition honourable to this 
country, was also to:be given up. What 


land, to ask?ifor:1 shall presently come to 
the stipulations for: Russia. Surely for 
wealth, power, or the!occupation of our 
naval force for their defence, we wanted no 
-further accession of colonial possession. 
Sicily, sir,) hasibeen represented as. an ob- 
ject important to British as well as to Rus- 
‘sian interests; aod my noble friend has la- 
boured the question not a dittle upon that 
ground. Sir, I do not’profess, upon the 
present occasion, either to concede or to 
contest this point: but I.may be allowed:to 


.admitted by the king's servants as possible, 
and if that time bad been givew for te 
‘consideration -of the quéstion which was 
wasted jn useléss discussions, such 
edemnity might, think,possib/y -have-been’ 
found. That the real: inclinations — 
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{king of Naples ngtst ‘have been consulted 
upon the stibjectjis beyond dispute: We 
are bound by no treaty to that unfortunate 
monarch, but having been the cause of his 
breaking the treaty’ he had made with 
France in the autumn of” 1805, > Havin; 
taken him under our protection, having 
occupied his ‘dominions for his defence) tio 
consideration upon earth could, ‘f am‘sure, 


to have coerced, far less to have abandon- 
ed that monarch in the manner in which 
to whom! we were bound bj 
the most solemh treaties, have béen aban- 


which have been waged with little intermis- 
sion for the’ last 13 years. I confess] can- 
not lay great stress upon that part of ‘the 
argument of my noble friend which presses 
the necessity of retaining Sicily for the 
purpose of supplying Malta: The confined 


territory of Malta, sir, I should conceive, 


thight without’ any difficulty’ be ‘furnished 
-with provisions of all kinds from the ‘su7- 
‘rounding ‘Mediterranean states; and with 
the present increased population of Sicil} 
diminishing so materially, if not'destroyin 

her power of exportation, — be in- 


Hduced to ask, How is’ Malta stipplied now? 


—Dalmatia has also been a little ‘touched 
upon by my noble friend, as an English ob- 
ject, in conséquence of the facility it would 


give to France’ to foment disturbances ii | 


the Turkish dominions, ‘the possession df 


which by France would facilitate her viéws 


updn our eastern territories. Sir} I confess 
that quite keep pace -with ‘my 
noble friend. . For however right and’pro- 
per it-may be in -all.eases to guard against 
contingencies, I do think there are some so 
remote, a8 not ‘quite to deserve the‘ atten- 
ition sometimes béstowed upon'them. Be. 


sides, sir, however’ we may talk of the pré- 


servation ‘of the’ independence ‘abd ‘jinté- 
grity of the Ottoman empire, ano bject ‘fre- 
quently insisted uponas dear to France arid 
England in’ the course of these papers, we 
all know that the councils of the Porte afe, 
at all times, either Russian or French, We 
conceive it to be our intefest to support 
the preponderance of Russia at the Porte’; 


but we know that the policy of Rassia long 


isince conceived, is. not abandoned; that 
ter desire for the possession of the Turkish 
provinces iis not abated ; that she will 
‘quire that possession whenever the oppor- 
‘tunity shalbofier; aud that: whenever the 
acquisition of those provinces'shall: be made 


by any state:really powerful, «if the way to 


have induced'the king’s ‘présént ministers 


doned in the caurse of the 'sanguinary wars 
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fodia be laid open, the way to India will be 


‘travelled. But, sir; it seems that Sicily and 


Dalmatia were objects so important ‘to 
Russia, that she would not yield an iota 
upon either, and bound as we were by 
treaty, in that case we could: not recede. 
Beit so. State it then, that we are at war 
because Russia would not allow us to make 

eace. That however is not said to be the 
case: and indeed, I think there can be no 


doubt, that if England deemed. the’ pre- 


tensions of her ally unreasonable and ex- 
travagant, it would have been competent 
for her to have used such arguments, and 
to have had recourse to such means as 
might induce her to modify her demands, 
Jn the case before us, however, lord Lau- 
derdale insists upon aé/ the demands of 
Russia, with as much perseverance as he 
does on those of Great Britain. We are 
to suppose then, that the ministers of this 
country deemed those demands such as 
Russia was entitled to expect.—It may then 
be fair to canvass their justice, and to ex- 
press our opinion on their propriety. I 
think, sir, they resolve themselves into two; 


Sicily and Dalmatia. I will not trouble 


the house by a repetition of what I have 
said on the subject of Sicily. It is for per- 
sons better and more accurately informed 
than I am to determine the point: but as 
an exchange for Sicily had once been talked 


- of, I might perhaps have hoped that such’ 


an excuange could have been found as 
would have afforded a just equivalent, and 
with the perfectand unconstrained concur- 
rence of the unfortunate monarch most in- 
terested in its fate, Sir, before I say a 
word upon the subject of Dalmatia, . I beg 
to recall the recollection. of the house to 
one of the speeches of Mr. Fox, charged 
with those maxims of moral and political 
wisdom, which, fell, in such copious abun- 
dance from his lips, and which speech will, 
I'am. sure, be long recollected by those 
who heard it; I mean that delivered ob 
the of June, 1805.*. Wherein he 
vainly endeayoured incite the persons 
Who , then the government of, the 
country to avail themselves of the media- 
tion, of Russia to eflect a peace; and al- 
most jp a spirit of, prophecy, dwelt, upon, 
the evils. which might arise from the line of 
couduct which was unhappily adopted. Mr. 
"OX's to place your- 


self in the situation of France at, the time you 
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terms. you asked, to use his ; phrase, be» 
moderate in the extreme, Now, sir, placing: 
ourselves in the situation of France, let us: 
see whether we can deem the demand of | 
Dalmatia moderate. How had Dalmatia: 
been acquired by France? At the point of . 
the sword, By the treaty of Luneville, Dal- 
matia was left to Austria, What had hap- 
pened subsequent to that treaty ? .the peace 
of Amiens had been made and broken. 
The chief of the French government, on as- » 
suming the imperial dignity, had addressed 
to this country a proposition for peace. 
He was answered by a letter, signed by 
lord Mulgrave ; that his majesty could not 
attend to any proposition of that nature » 
without consulting Russia. For what pur 
pose did it afterwards turn out that Russia: 
was consulted ? for the purpose of obtain-.. 
ing ber mediation to pacify the world? No 
such thing. But for the purpose of forme . 
ing a general coalition against France, and - 
again to revive the chimerical project of « 
her subjugation. Into this coalition, framed. 
under evil auspices, ill concerted, without | 
bonds of union, without a due preparation 
of those means acknowledged ‘by the fra- ; 
mers of it to be necessary to its success, : 
Austria was reluctantly dragged. . Its for-- 
mation was kept as secret as a scheme. 
of that magnitude could be. It burst un- . 
expectedly upon Frante. Its explosion: 
was not to depend upon the conduct of» 
the French emperor, ‘Terms of peace were 
tulked of amongst the coalesced powers, to 
be proposed to France ; suchas they knewy . 
itwas absolutely impossible for France to 
accept: and after having decided upon 
asking what they knew she could not give, » 
they determined to attack her at the season 
most convenient to. themselves, without | 
waiting for the result of any negociation 
atall,. Sir, I refer to the Papers laid be- : 
ore parliament, last year, for the truth of 
every assertion have made*.; Sir, 
happily, we know the issue of that project. 
The emperor of France marched his army : 
from the coasts of the channel,;and;in a> 
few short weeks, a series of: successes then 
unparalleled, and terminating inthe battle 
of .Austerlitz,.had destroyed the coalition, 
and laid Austria again prostrate at his feet, 
her capital in, his, possession, and her con-. 
dition ten times..more abject» than ever,’ 
The peace of Presburg, was made, and the 
peace of Presburg gave, Dalmatiato France. 


_ treated with her, and moreover, to, let the 


* See Vol. V. page 529, 


Was .it probable, thea that France. would 


Sce Vol. Vin, Appendixy page 
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cede Dalmatia within a few months after’ 
she: hac so. acquired it? Was it reasonable’ 
to-expect she’ would? or to ‘require it pe- 
rémptorily’ of* her?—Had the success of 
Russia in tlie war as‘to entitle 
her to: make large demands on: France, 
or: to. make’ it ‘reasonable to expect that 
France would listen‘ to great pretensions’ 
on> her part? Sir, placing: ourselves’ in: 
the -situationof France, I think wé should: 
sayidecidedly; no, Sir, my: noble friend 
has traly stated that Dalmatia is not ne- 
ceéssary, to France, either for the inte* 
gery of her dominions, or for her defence: 
_ Is: Dalmatiaynecessary: to Russia, for either 
purposes ?’—But France, it seenis, 
has: been desirous of possessing herself’ of 
that»province,. as a point of offence ‘in’ war 
beth: to Austria) and Turkey, and’ for the 
still more dangerous purpose of fomenting: 
distarbances in the provinces of both those 
 efpires'in time of peace. Granted: But; 
after such repeated and signal‘defeat of: 
the one ‘power, such a career'of victory of 
the other,,can we well be surprised, talking: 
soberly, and considering the matter impart 
tially, that’ France should, when’ almost’ 
every thing was ‘in her power, select such’ 
possessions as: would most effectually dis- 
able:Austria frourthe like attempts and if’ 
Austria,’ Russia,” und’ England, conjoined, 
€ould not prevent ‘the peace’ of Presburg, 
which: gave Dalmatia’to France, could it’ 
be'hoped’that’she, for the sake of Russia; 
would:do that for Austria, which Austria; 
with the assistance of Russia, could not ob- 
tain ‘for: herself?—But then, it is a point 
from: which the independénce of the Ott6- 
man’ empire may be attacked. Granted’ 
again, Sir, of the independence of Turkey 
I ‘have said’as'much as may be‘necessary 
but if: Russia is‘jealous of French ‘influence 
in Turkey; ‘is not-France equally jealous ‘pf 
the influence of Rassia ? and in the ‘hands’ 
of: either of. those powers, would not Dal-' 
matia be equally a point ofoffence in’ war 
andintrigue in peace against that empire? 
What rational ground of ‘hope, then, that’ 
you could-obtain this: province for Russia? 
But it has been ‘insinuated, if not stated; 


thatthe object was not to obtain Dalmatia | Fran 


for» Rassiay but’ only: its: evacuation’ by 
France. Why.surely, sir,’ noone ‘will’ be 
brought to believe that if France could have' 
been persuaded to march out, Russia would | 
not-have marched in. And'‘even the un- 
defined state*in which such an arrange- 
ment, if practicable; would left~it, 
must have the: fouadation of future 


strife. But it so happens, that tlie stipulationy! 
fthe’ Treaty of PresBurg have’ never beeh’ 
fuliilled, and that the Cattaro has never 
evacuated. A still strongér’ ground’ for’ 
supposing that, if ceded by France, Russia’ 
would’ not rélinquish’ ‘her hold’; ‘and a’sfilf’: 
trongér ground for believing; that France’ 
nevér’ agte’’'to thé” cession. — The" 
result'is, that’ if’ Russia insisted” peremptos 
‘her terms, and‘ we agreed with’ 
her as"td the’ propriety ‘of’ her 
pedte was not/attainable, because We’ asked’ 
hat’ which, placing’ ourselves in the'situa- 
ion’ of Fratice, we wOuld not, thitk, have’ 
piven. —Sit, without positively 
jo contéiid in’ opposition td the ‘authority’ 
of’ my noble’ friend, arid“ those” who are’ 
coniected’ with him’ official situation, 
that the” teritis proposed ‘by France” were! 
such as‘ ougtit to havé been accepted’ bit’ 
as‘far as ‘Great’ Britain concerned, 
surely it'was' disgraceful or’ inglorious’ 
offer that 'was'madé ; ‘and'to Great Britaiii’ 
and’ her ally, thie offer was as may not 
speedily be made’ agiih; and’ thé” proba- 
bility, or improbability ‘of obtaining’ better’ 
terms than those’ which* you refuse, ‘is’ 
ways a consideriition of the utmost impor-’ 
tance to those who are engaged ‘in negocia-" 
tion, But, sir, I maintain that the terms, 
stated’ even in the last’ communication 
tween lord Lauderdaleand M. 
far'less those’ originally ‘tatkéd' of by gene-' 
ral Clarké to lord ‘Yarmouth, and“ upon’ 
which miy noble fiiérid ‘has miore ‘particu-' 
larly dwelt, cannot’ fairly be stated! to'be’ 
the‘ultimate’ terms’ of ‘France: To the'last’ 
hour, M. Chamipagny, with an ‘eagértiess’ 
which to me'evincés sincerity, pressés for’ 
further’ communication; hopes’ ‘for’ ‘fresh’ 
instructions. In the conferdnée” detailed’ 
by lord ‘Lauderdale’ in his dispatch of the’ 
19th of September, (p. 189), M. Tulleyratid, 
in answer to a question’ proposell' to’ hit, 
says, “ The empéror will leave every thing’ 
his’ plenipotentiaties.”’ All’ tends‘to, 
shew, that if the time’which elapsed from 
the cottimencenient of‘ the’ ne; Ociation, 
had’ been duly improved, it might have) 
been known what the’ ultimate terms” of) 
ée’ were, and then only could’ you. 
have ‘said’ with’ truth ‘to the’ world, th 
was solely owing to the injustice and am-' 
bition’of France,’ that’ peace ‘betweeii’ the: 
two’ countries hail’ not been concluded.— 
Sir, it has been thrown’ out in the Course’ 
of debaté, that at alll’ everits we have, hada’ 
ood escape; for that as no peace between 
and’ France ‘could“be deemed 
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worth our having, which did not hold out 

| prospect of security to the continent, 
seeing what -has happened to Prussia, we 
may congratulate ourselves upon not having 
concluded a peace, which would have been 
jmanediately followed by a war between 
that power and France, Much has been 
said of the injustice and the violence of 
France in her present contest with Prussia ; 
-and even in the speech from the throne we 
were told that Prussia was forced into the 
contest by France (p. 15). Sir, I was un- 
willing to express any difference of opinion 
on that day, but undoubtedly I could not 
neur in the justice of that position. Of 
Bidss, in her present state of abasement 
and dejection, one cannot speak as one 
would have done in her more prosperous 
fuoments. But the truth is, that having, 
during 13 years, evinced any thing rather 
than magnanimity of conduct, she rushed 
into a war with France, with an inconsi- 
derate folly, amounting almost to madness: 
aud for what ?—Why, sir, according to the 
confession of Prussia herself, because she 
had evidence that I'rance was negociating 
with England, and that the restoration o! 
Hanover was to be acondition of the treaty. 
~-It was not any act of recent aggression 
on the part of France; not the Confedera« 
tion of the Rhine, not the lengthened abode 
of the French troops in Germany ; but be- 
cause Hanover was to be taken from her; 
that she did that despetate deed which 
has been succeeded by events so terrifying 
and stupendous. We, ourselves, then, sir, were 
engaged in an act which provoked the open 
hostility of Priissia ; and what would have 
been the situation of the continent; had a 
treaty been concluded between the allies and 
France, of which thé restoration of Hanover 
to the crown of Great Britain had been a 
condition! If Prussia bad refused to yield 
it, we must have united with Fravre to have 
wrested it from ler, Sir, my noble friend 
has asked, whether we could have conti- 
hued to negociate after the war had begun ; 
aud what seturity we could have had; that 
the French emperor would have checked 
his career after one victory, and whether 
he would not have followed up his succes- 
ses to the. extetmination of the Prussian 
thonarchy. Sir, in the other alternative ; 
df peace with us, had prodated war with 
russia, what security could we then have 
taken or obtained, that the same events 
should not have taken place? and yet by 
the very preliminary of our negociution 
with the king’s Getman domi: 
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nions we risked it. Sir; it may be said, 
that I am putting a most improbable; if not 
an impossible case, for that if a treaty had 
actually been concluded, Prussia would 
have acquiesced. In all reasonable pro- 
bability, sir, she would, But seeing what - 
we have seen, it may be fairly said she might 
‘not; and to have resisted France and Eng- 
land united, would have been scarce] 
less insane, than to have gone to war with 
France at the time, or in the condition she 
did.—Sir, lord Yarmouth tells you, that 
M. Talleyrand sought a mode of secret 
communication with England, Jest Prussia 
should take umbrage at the proposition 
respecting Hanover. It was known that 
she would not part with it, except by com- 
pulsion ; and certainly her acquisition of 
that province was as much contrary to 
every principle of honour and good faith, 
as any that was ever made by any power 
at any time.—Much, sir, has also been said 
of the insincerity of the French, and of the 
dupery of the government of this country. 
I believe, on the contrary, and upon grounds 
which appear to me rational and satisfactory , 
the ministers of France to have been sin« 
cere in their wishes for peace. I believe 
the chief of the French government to have 
been desirous of it: and if not sd, Iam 
labouring under a great, but I hope, a par- 
donable error,s—Sir, 1 am upon principle, 
as well-as from feeling, in all transactions 
of life, public as well as private; an enemy 
to’ perpetual’ and endless suspicion. It is 
not the character of true wisdom, and it 
impedes the progress of all ftunian affairs. 
That a man should be upon his guard 
against the machinations of the bad, and 
the artifices of the designing; is most ne- 
cessary. Certainly, one would not employ 
a person who would be likely to become 
the dupe of others; to conduct any affairs of 
importance ; but there is such a thing, as 
for a man to becottie the dupe of his own 
distrust, and that is in my opinion the most 
disgraceful as well as most fatal of all kinds 
of dupery :—Now, sir, what motive could 
France have had to desire negociation with 
England, but that it should terminate in 
peace? My noble friend has been un- 
justly accused of having deleyed expedi- 
tions, and withheld armaments; in con- 
sequence of my lord Lauderdale’s pre- 
crastinated stay wt Paris; the truth of 
which charge he has denied. -I believe, 
bes says, that we lost nothing by it ; 
but if that be so, Prance’ gained nothing by 
it. sir, if nd correspondence had 
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ever been entered into, would not every 


accession, of power to France bave been 
made, as it now has been made? would 
vot the Rhenish Confederation have taken 
place ? could we by any means within our 
power have delayed, much, less have pre- 
yeuted it?--Till good grounds, then, can 
be shewn to me, to believe that France was 
insincere, must’ trust to her sincerity ip 


this case : and I think the papers before you 


justify me in so doing. Some topics, sir, 
have been urged by my noble friend, which] 
confess, | had rather he had not used, be- 


, cause | am loath to hear, aud more espe- 


cially from him, any thing like the senti- 
ments which have always called for my 
decided reprobation in this house. Sir, 
the mere character of any person in power 
distinct from his conduct, can uever be 


' made a motive of action, and the reproach 


of ambition, injustice and rapacity, is, alas! 
but too applicable to more than one coun- 
try, to make it any thing like a substantial 
reason of itself for a continuation of hos- 
tility with any, Is it upon the theatre on 
which they are now conteuding,—is it in 
Poland, that Russia and Prussia can with 
avy face’ reproach France with injustice, 
rapacity, violence, and cruelty? When 
Lugland looks at her Eastern empire, does 
she feel herself sufficiently innocent to 
throw the first stone? These charges may 
serve mutually to exasperate aud inflame ; 
they may tend to revive that acrimonious 
feeling, ‘which M. Talleyrand in his first 
interview with lord Yarmouth, told him 
had so happily subsided. ‘This rooted 
and rancorous hatred and animosity, which 
may be created even in one country to- 
wards. another, can never affurd just ground 
fer war; but it. may prevent, and I fear, 
within the last few melancholy years, has 
niatertally contributed to prevent, the re- 
storation of the blessings of peace.—Such, 
-sir, are my sentiments; and I could not 
help delivering them to the house, and to 
the world, however painful the execution 
-of'tbe task has been: and with those sen- 
, timents,,.it, is quite impossible for me to 
vote for the Address which has been pro- 
_posed. by, my noble friend, Sir, we are 
.told in the declaration of his majesty, that 
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test, whither are we hurrying? Contem- 


plate, sir, if you can with composure, these 


two mighty empires exerting their utmost 
efforts, each for the destruction of the other; 
and think upon it, if you can without bor 
‘ror, that before the contest be ended, one 
or the other must be destroyed. Sir, this 
is a catastrophe I cannot bring my mind io 
anticipate, without sensations of the deep. 
est anguish : it is a prospect which | do not 
think, with the blessing of God, it is neces- 
sary, even in the present disastrous state of 
the world, to lock forward to. If it be, 
‘how trifling are the woes and calamities 
already suffered by mankind to those which 
are yet tocome!! Sir, I for one will che- 
rish the hope that even in the days of some 
now living, peace may be achieved, and[ _ 
will not contribute to increase the difficul. 
ties in its way, by saying or allowing that 
it is impossible.—In the last note of the 
French minister, dated from Mentz, (p. 201) 
wherein Great Britain is forcibly reminded 
of the elevation to which France has been 
raised by the combinations to destroy her 
power; and the successes of the new con- 
test are predicted, we are told that amidst 
all “the chatices of war, the emperor of 
‘* France will renew the negociations upon 
‘* the basis laid in concert with the illus- 
** trious minister, whom England has lost.” 
Russia in her manifesto, published after 
she had refused to ratify the treaty, signed 
by D’Oubril, declares her readiness to 
enter into immediate negociation. Why 
should Great Britain alone refuse to open - 
her ear to any overture? Why shotld she 
alone reject all hope?—I am a friend to 
peace, I opposed the commencement of 
the first war with France. There never 
was a moment during the- whole of that 
contest in which I did net wish and think 
that efforts might have been made for its 
termination. I supported with the little 
strength I had, every attempt that was made 
towards a pacification, At the conclusion 
of each, I anticipated-that the offer at the 
next overture would be far inferior to what 
had been rejected at the preceding. I ex- 
pressed my deep regret at the rejection of 
that favourable opportunity which was - 
spurned in the. year 1800. I supported 


-he looks with, confidence to the issue of| the treaty of Amiens, and expressed my’ 
the contest, the continuance of which he | strong disapprobation of its rupture. I am 
_Jainents. The address holds out no hope|sorry indeed that the offer of 1805 was 
_ of peace, it includes not evgn the word ;| answered by. the mouth of the cannon. I 
‘aud the speech of my noble friend gives| deeply regret the conduct of some parts of | 
_me .no.consolation on that heed. Good] the negociation which has just been con- 
| _ God! if peace be not the issue of the 4on- | ‘cluded; and although it has been -ynsuc- 
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' “ any just arrangement, by which the bles- 


_ put, and none of the ministers shewing any. 
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cessful, Lwill not yet despair of peace ; I] in public opinion.—A complete vindication . 


will not consent to shut the gates of mercy 
against mankind.—Sir, I am aware, that 
my opinions are peculiar, perhaps they may 
be singular. J hope, however, some gen- 
tleman may be found so far to concur with 


I did not expect from them, because there 
are some particulars in their conduct of the . 
negociation, with respect to which the hon. 
gent. has accused them bat too justly: but, 
as to the general result of the negociation 


qe, as that the Amendment I shall have to|iitself, they have a case which [ think they. 


propose, may be seconded ; and that it may 
be recorded upon the Journals of parlia- 
ment, that there were some (however few) 
who thought it unwise in policy, and false 
in principle, to assert that peace with 
France was, under any circumstances, im- 
possible: but, sir, if I stand alone, I can- 
pot deny myself the satisfaction of putting 
into your hand, this paper, which contains 
the amendment moved by my noble friend, 
upon the rupture of the treaty of Amiens, 
and I have selected the words as the most 
expressive of my sentiments and feelings 
on the present occasion, ‘Sir, I move to 
leave out all the words of the Address after 
the word end, in the third paregraph for 
the purpose of inserting the amendment : 
“To assure his majesty of our firm deter- 
.“ mination to co-operate with his majesty 
“ in calling forth the resources of the united 
“ kingdom, for the vigorous prosecution of 
“the war, in which: we are involved, and 
“to pray his majesty that he will, in his 
* paterual goodness, afford as far as is con- 
“* sistent with bis own honour and the 
“ interests of his people, every facility to 


“sings of peace may be restored to his 
“loyal subjects."—The motion was se- 
‘conded by Mr. Johnstone, ‘The question 
‘upon the amendment having been put, it 
“was negatived without a division. The: 
‘mait) question upon the Address was then: 


disposition to speak, ; 
* Mr. Canning rose, and said:—I cannot} 
“think; sir, that f need offer any apelogy to 
“the house for having deferred till the very} 
Jast nioment obtruding myself upon your 
‘attention. Jt was not until the lust ques- 
“tion now in your hand, was about to be 
‘put and decided, that 1 could believe it to 
be the determination of his majesty’s mi- 
‘nisters to suffer such a speech as we have 
just heard from the hon. gent. opposite (Mr. 
Whitbread) to remain unanswered; to 
suffer their own conduct in a transaction so 
momentous as that which we are this night 
considering, to go forth to the world under 
~the imputations of their enemies abroad, 
and the inculpation of their friends at home, 
without an attempt to set theniselves right 


can maintain; and which they owed it to 
themselves, to this house, and to the cour. 
try, not to abandon in dumb despair, with- 
out an attempt to defend it against an at- 
tack so powerful, and coming from _a.quar- 
ter from which I think they must feel that 
attack with more than common severity.—, 
If, indeed, the speech which‘has just been 
delivered had come from this side of the 
bouse, | could, imagine that the ministers 
might have passed it over in silence ; that 
they might have considered the charge of 
not having done enough towards making 
peace, directed by us against them, as_one 
which they could safely Jeave unnoticed ; 
as one to which we could not be supposed 
to have thought them seriously liable. I 
freely acknowledge that my suspicions of 
their conduct in the negociation. were 
pointed quite another way.—But coming - 
from one of their own body, from a friend 
and champion of their former politics, 
himself still apparently maintaining opini- 
ons which tthey—which the noblelord (Ho- 
wick) especially,—has (much to his own 
credit, and to the advantage of his cout - 
try) relinquished ;. opinions which have 
dictated so many motions in this house for 
peace and for negociation in the course of 
the last 12 yéars; many of, them made by 
the noble lord himself, and .all of them 
supported by him, and by the hon. gent. 
under circumstances much more unfavour- 
able than those under which the late negce 
ciation has terminated; coming, I say, 
from. such a quarter, and urged not on'y 
with so much ability, but with such pecu- 
liar force, from long personal and political 
friendship, and from that former similarity 
of opinions, Ido think the speech of the 
hon. gent. required an answer. And I 
should have thought also that-the. noble 
lord (Howick) himself would have suffici- 
ently felt the pride and the comfort of the © 
situation in which he now stands, the advc- 
cate for the justice of the cause of his coun- 
try against France, not to have omitted an 
opportunity of vindicating that cause 
against the objections of his hon, friend.— 
Since, however, neither the noble lord 
himself, nor any of his colleagues, haye 
thoc ght it worth their while to endeayour 
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_ to counteract the impression which the hon. 


gent.’s speech is calculated to produce, | 
feel myself obliged (though very reluctant- 
ly at this moment) to stgte my opinion up- 


on the question now befote the house. I 
feel myse]f the more especially bound to’ 


do so, because agreeing with the hon. gent. 
ifi many of tlie premises whicli be has laid 
down, Iam proportionably the more an- 
xions to disclaim agreeing with him in his 
conclusions. I am anxious to repeat what 
T have before said upon this subject, that 
however the negociation may have been 
Mis-managed, it has not, it cannot have 
been, 80 mismanaged, as to put France in 
the right, and this country in the wrong, 
‘as to the geveral result of the negociation, 
much less as to the general question of the 
war, There may have been, and I agree 
With the hon. gent., in thinking there have 
Bern, soine considerable errors in the con- 
duct of our government. There may be, 
d I agree with the hon. gent., there are 
assertions in the king’s Declaration, which 
are not borne out by the papers upon the 
table : but I cannot agrée with the hon. 


that the effect of these érrors or mis-' 
epresentations is to prove that an oppor-| 


tunity has been lost of making an advanta- 


Beous peace ; that the negociation has been 
feayear. and unnecessarily broken off 
on the part of this country; or that with 
& little more patience and dexterity on our 
ag we should have found France ready 
to give such terms ag it became his majes- 
ty’s ministers to accept, I canvot believe 
that there was, from the beginning, any 
other intention on the part of the enemy, 
than to delude and amuse us; I think the 
false statements in the Declaration are only 
‘so many ill-contrived attempts to conceal 
or to excuse our having been so amused 
‘and deceived ; and so far from conceiving 
the rupture ofthe negociation to have been 
premature, whilel agree in thipking the 
opportunity ill-chosen, I blame only that 
choice which let so many better opportuni- 
ties pass by; which suffered a negociation 
“which it was evident, from the earliest 
“stage, must terminate, as this has termina- 
“ted, to be protracted, by the artifices of 


“the enenty, to his advantage alone, and to 


the infjnite detriment of this country.—In 


"stating the grounds upon which I have for+ 
‘hed these opinions, I cannot do better 


‘than follow the order which the noble lord 
(Howick) bas pursued in ‘his speech. 


a péference to a part of my speech,-on the 


The} 
~poble lord did me the honour to begin by’ 
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first night of the session ; in respect to the 
8 material points upon which, as 1 then 
took the liberty of saying, it appeared to 
me the averments of his majesty’s decla- 
ration required explanation and proof, 
These 3 poiuts were, as the noble Jord has 
correctly stated: Ist, The assertion that 
the first overture came from the enemy; 
2dly, That that overture was accompanied 
by a proposal to treat on the basis of the 
uti possidetis ; 3dly, The question of our 
having kept taith and concert with our al. 
lies, particularly with Russia, during the 
whole course of the negociation, 
ble lord trusts that I am satisfied upon all 
these points; I will tell him bow far I am 
so.—With respect to the first point, that 
the first overture came from the enemy, 
have no hesitation in avowing mysel! per- 
fectly satistied. My doubts upon this 
subject, the noble lord will do me the 
justice to recvllect, ‘were founded up- 
on the two letters, Nos. 2, and 3, 
of the French publication; the first of 
which is now shewn to have been interpo- 
lated, a trick of which it was settle 
to form a suspicion; and the second to 
have been written in answer—not to that. 
which it is made to follow immediately. in 
the French publication,—but to that other 
note of M, Talleyrand, inclosing au Ex- 
tract from Buonaparte’s Speech, which in 
the French publication is wholly omitted. 
When I said that the letter about the ase 
sassin would be of itself an overture, un- 
less something anterior to it in date could 
be produced, | said so on the presump- 
tion (which I should never have dreamt 
of questioning) that all the currespondeuce 
subsequent to that letter was correctly gis _ 
ven in the Moniteur. Undoubtedly the 
case is altered by that letter of M. Tulley- 
rand, which is now brought to light. Un- 
doubtedly that letter, and the communis 
cation of Buonaparte’s speech, expressing 
his willingness to treat on the basis of the 
stipulations of the treaty of Amiens, cov- 
stituted a distinct overture, to which Mr. 
Fox.replied as it was fit he should do.-— 
Two things, however, I must remark, 
which the noble lord does not appear to 
bear in his recollection; Ist, that I never 
attributed any blame to the making the 
first overture, supposing we had in fact 
made it; on the contrary, I distinctly said 
that at any time when negociation might 
he desirable, 1 could not conceive that avy 
delicacy as to which party should make the 
proposal ought to statid in the way: the 
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blame would have belonged wholly to the 
publishing in his majesty’s declaration, an 
assertion not supported by facts. 2dly, 
_ ‘That my objections to the letter about the 
assassin were not confined to the single 
point of its unfitness as an overture ; but 
were many of them of a nature to be in 
no degree done away by the proof of its 
not having been intended as an oyerture 
for negociation. ‘Those objections I still 
feel. - I still think the letter in its whole 
style and tenour, iv conception and in 
taste, altogether unworthy of the great 
man who was the writer of it; and so un- 
like him, so wholly unlike any thing else 
of bis writing which appears in the papers 
upon the table, that, when I heard the 
noble lord speak of the interpolations 
which the enemy had audaciously inserted 
in the publication in the Moniteur, I pro- 
Ios I fully expected to find this letter one 
of them. I was disappointed at finding it 
among our own official papers unaltered, 
and still attributed to Mr. Fox.—I was 
no less disappointed at not finding some- 
thing else, which I understood the noble 
Jord to have promised; but I suppose 1 
must have misunderstood him. did, 
however, understand bim to say, that! 
when the official correspondence came to be 
published, we should find that Mr. Fox 
had rejected with disdain, those exclusive) 
compliments to himself, the object of 
which is obviously not so much to exalt 
him, as to vilify all the ministers who had 
jone before him. I find nothing like it. 
P wish I did. I retain my opimen as to 
what ought to have been an English mi- 
-nister’s conduct jn this respect. But ha- 
-Ying said thus much, I am not desirous of 
pressing this subject farther—I will come 
next to the point which the noble lord has 
treated as the third im succession ; that of 
our good faith and concert with Russia: 
because upon this point also I have to ex- 
ess, in the main, great satisfaction ; and 
willingly defer as long as I can that upon 
which I continue to entertaia an unfavour- 
able opinion.—I am happy to declare, 
that so far as the papers enable us to 
judge, ministers eppear to have maintain- 
ed our good faith towards Russia wholly 
unimpaired. And so far from undervalu- 
_ing this merit in the negociation, I am 
ready and anxious to hold it up as that 
which is at once most pruise-worthy, and 
most politic; for which, ministers are en- 
titled to the highest credit, and by which 
the country obtains the most solid advan- 


‘tages, those of character and confidence 
for the future.—The noble lord will not 
think this commendation unreasonably qua- 
lified by the reserve with which I am obli- 
ged to accompany it,—tbat it is due so far 
as the papers enable us to judge. I do 
not blame ministers for not furnishing ug 
with more ample documents upon this 
subject; perhaps they could not be fur- 
nished without hazarding mischievous dis. 
closures: but unquestionably the want of 
any knowledge of the communications be- 
tween us and Russia, which preceded the 
mission of M. D’Oubril, leaves us under 
the necessity of taking upon the minister's 
word the assurance that, up to that period, 
Russia and England acted cordially and 
confidentially together. For, if one could 
suspect that the mission of M. D’Oubrilte 
Paris was intended by the court of Peters. 
burgh as a reprisal for our having advan- 
ced before them in the negociation faster 
than they had expected, or than we had 
given them notice of our doing or intends 
ing.to do,-~it would then be impossible 
to contend that we had kept faith and con- 
cert with Russia, as strictly as we boast of 
having done: but even then I will confess 
I should be inclined to doubt whether our 
subsequent conduct, after M. D’Oubril’s 
separate treaty, had not redeemed, or even 
inore than redeemed our original failure. 
If, on the contrary, M. D’Oubril was sent 
without sufficient previous notice to us, 
and without waiting for and obtaining our 
full consent, our conduct would then be 
not only unexceptionable, but such as 
would have entitled us to the lasting grati- 
tude of Russia, and have left her deeply 
our debtor ;—but even then I should think 
that whut we had done, though more per- 
haps than Russia would have been in’such 
a case entitled to claim, was not more than 
an enlarged and enlightened policy war- 
ranted us in doing for her.—I am willi 

however, to believe that there was nothing 
to atone for or to forgive on either side. 
That Russia and England. took every step 
in concert: And then, while I admit and 
rejoice in the admission, that the good 
faith of the two governments towards each 
other has been sacredly observed, I cannot 
forbear regretting that so laudable a sys- 
tem should not have been carried fully 
and beneficially into execution ; that there 
has not been as much wisdom as genero- 
sity and sincerity displayed in the conduct 
of the alliance ; that a concert, so perfect 
in principle, has been acted upon so ne- 
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gligently or ill-avisedly, as to lose in po- 
licy all the main advantages which such 
a concert between two great powers is cal- 


‘culated to procure, and which ‘constitute 


its principal value.—What is, in truth, the 
main advantage Of such ‘a concert and 
union between two great powers such as 
England and Russia, ina negociation with 
a common enemy? Not surely, that it 
obliges their respective plenipotentiaries 
to communicate with each other upon eve- 
ry step which each may advance in their 
paras Mie because it binds each not to 
conclude without the other. These are, 
abstractedly taken, disadvantages rather 
.than advantages ; they tend to complicate 
and embarrass ; to retard the work of pa- 
cification ; and ultimately may lead to the 
rejection of a peace in the highest degree 
desirable for one party, from the want of 
some petty object, or the failure of some 
unreasonable pretension, of the other. 
But what is the advantage which compen- 
sates, and more than compensates, all these 
possible inconveniencies ? and ‘which, es- 
pecially at such a moment as the present, 
and against such an ‘enemy as the nations 
of Europe bate now to contend against, 
makes the union of two such powers as En- 
gland and Russia not only a mutual secu- 
rity to themselves, but “a common bles- 
siug to mankind ? What, but that assurance 
whieh it holds out to the world of co-ope- 
ration for ends in which all the world is in- 
terested—of a determination either to ob- 
- tain sucha peace as shall secure the gene- 
‘ral tranquillity, orto carry on war toge- 
‘ther fot the general protection? What, but 
‘the rallying point which it affords to the 
‘weaker powers ;—the hope which it offers 
‘of assistance to those who are able to con- 
‘tend fortheir freedom, and of refuge and pro- 
‘tection to those who fly to it from tyranny 
‘and oppression ?—But, for the attamment 
“of these objects, what can be more obvious 
‘than that it is ngt sufficient for such an 
-anion to exist, unless its existence be 
known ?—that a concert may be perfectly 
‘cordial between the two contracting pow- 
ers; but if its operation be kept secret, if 
‘it be not diligently and (I would almost 
say) ostentatiously blazoned to the world, 
itis utterly useless for any purpose of lar- 
~ ger benefit? And what was the fact? Was 
“It notorious that England and Russia nego- 
ciated in concert ? Was not the direct con- 
"trary more than suspected ? Was not, the 
mission of M. D’Oubril universally be- 
‘lieved to be a’ surprise upon our govern; 


ment? Was not the omission of any men; 


tion of Russia in-the king’s speech, at the 


end of the last session of parliament, un- 
derstood both here and abroad 4s a tacit 
abrogation of our alliance ? If that alliance 
still subsisted at that time, and if the con- 


‘cert was going on as intimately as is now 
insinuated, was it not our obvious policy 


to give every degree of publicity in our 
power to a state of things so honourable 
to ourselves, and in its consequences like. 
ly to prove so beneficial to the rest of the 
world? But what was our conduct? and 


what were its effects ?—-When once we had | 


agreed to treat, [See Mr. Fox’s dispatch 
to lord Yarmouth, June 26, 1806. No. 15of 
the papers, presented to both houses of par- 
liament, page 140 of the present volume,] 
* separately in form, though in substance, 
in concert with each other,” (a most dex« 
terous contrivance some appear to think 
it—I conceive it to have been a most mis- 
chievous concession); from that momeut 
however our good faith might still be saved, 
every other advantage of concert was irres 


trievably abandoned. Russia and England ° 


might still be tree to each other: but Rus- 
sia and England together were no longer 
true to the cause of Furope and of the 
world.—And were not the effects corre- 
spondent with the error of the policy? 
What lost Prussia? 1 know, the noble lord 
says, the madness, the precipitancy, the infa- 
tuation of Prussia herself. But are we wholly 
guiltless? Had Prussia nothing to mislead 
and to deceive her? I’ know, the’ noble 
lord will tell us, as he has already told us, 
that Prussia acted without concert or com- 
munication. He will quote that note of the 
kipg of Prussia, in which he states that his 
resolution to go to war would be known at 
Paris before it was known at London or at 
Petersburgh. 
did not throw herself upon the courts of 
London and Petersburgh for counsel and as- 
sistance. But what temptation had Prus- 
sia to take this course ? Had she nothing 
to deter lier from it? Let us see what the 
court of Berlin would answer for itself. 
In the declaration which was published by 
that court at the beginning of October, 
speaking of the time when Prussia was 
rouded by France into the measures which 
ed immediately to the war, it is said 
‘“* two negociations were at that time car- 
rying on at Paris; one with Russia, the 
other with the English ministry. In ‘both 
these negociations the intentions of France 
against Prussia were evidently manifested.” 


fle will lament that Prussia © 
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And thenit proceeds to specify the-stipula- 
tions hostile to Prussia in each. Such then 
was the impression at Berlin. ‘The court 
of Berlin was satisfied that England and 
Russia were carrying on not a joint negoci- 
ation, but two distinct and separate negoci- 
ations :-—“‘ separate in form” we know they 
-upfortunately were ; and how should the 
- court of Berlin guess that they were ‘ in 
substance” united ? And under this impres- 
sion it is that the noble lord expresses his 
astonishment and indignation at the con- 
* duct of that court—that he admires the 
rashness, the want of common sense, the 
absolute madness and infatuation of Prus- 
sia in not having thrown herself altogether 
upon the courts of Petersburgh and Lon- 
don :—Upon two courts, of whom she on- 
ly knew that they were engaged in se- 
parate negociations.—of whose concert 
with each other therefure she could enter- 
tain no reasonable belief ; and further, that 
as far as related to herself, they were each 
in their respective treaty, stipulating some- 
thing disadvantageous to Prussia! Would 
‘not the infatuation, the folly, the childish 
credulity of Prussia have been much rather 
to be admired, if with no other data than 
these she had formed the rash opinion that 
to the courts of Petersburgh and London 
she could safely betake herself for succour? 
—And if at the same time at which this 
‘undoubted fact of the separate negocia- 
tions with M. D’Oubril and lord Yarmouth 
was communicated by M, Talleyrand to 
the Prussian minister at Puris, M. Talley- 
rand had (as no doubt he-had) the good- 
‘ness further to communicate in confidence 
that sentence of the English secretary of 
‘state’s letter of the sth of April, in which 
‘Mr. Fox declares his persuasion that “ the 
‘project of a new combination against 
France is utterly chimerical,” — then 1 
‘would be glad to know what rational Prus- 
‘sian could have advised his king to look 
‘for aid against France from the joint coun- 
‘sels and exertions of two powers, who were 
‘notoriously pursuing courses separate from, 
‘and independent of, each other; but each 
‘separately and respectively hostile to Prus- 
‘sla: and of whom one, and that the one 
which had been hitherto the soul of all 
confederacies against ‘France, had volun- 
“tarily confessed to France herself that the 
‘day “of such confederacies was gone bys 
“and that the attenipt to revive them would 
_be utterly chimerical :—I trust that in all 
“alliances which this country may herea'ter 
contract, whether for war or for negocia- 


tion with France, it will be remembered, 
that though good faith between the con- 
tracting parties be much, it is not all; 


that’such a connection loses half its value,’ 


as. well as half its sanctity, when it is not 
avowed in the eyes of the world; that what 
we appear anxious to conceal, or afraid to 
acknowledge ourselves, will not readily be 
believed or trusted in others; that ‘* sepa 
rately in form, but substantially in con- 
cert,” is a form of treaty which has all the 
disadvantages of combination, without any 
of the advantages for which combina- 
tion is most to be prized. Had we 
treated “ formally,”—as well as “ substan- 
tially—in concert,” M. D’Qubril could 
never have signed his separate treaty ; even 
had we been “ substantially,"—as well as 
‘“« formally,—separate,” we at least should 
not have been subject to the awkward and 
difficult suspense which followed that sig- 
nature. ‘This difficulty, however, was un- 
doubtedly well worth incurring for the be- 
nefit of effectual concert; but how could 
that concert be effectual, which was known 
to none but the parties who concealed it, 
aud to the enemy who stipulated for its 
cencealinent in order that he might deny 
it, and which presented to all other na- 
tions no other appearance than that of dis- 
union of councils and diversity of objects ? 
—I come now to the last of the three 
points, upon which the noble lord expects 
to find me satisfied, the assertion in his 
majesty’s declaration, that France pro- 
posed to treat on the basis of the wfi pus- 
sidetis. Aud upon this, with the utmost 
seriousness ang sincerity I feel myself com- 
pelled to declare, that so far from having 
received any satisfaction, I am, after the 
most diligent and impartial examination of 
the papers, more than ever convinced, that 
the assertion is not borne out by the evi- 
deuce adduced in support of it. It is a 
question of evidence; it is a plain issue of 
fact, upon which an ordinary jury might 
decide; and 1 am confident that any jury 
would find the allegation not proved. The 
noble lord, indeed, goes a very short way 
to work upon this point, and travelling 
altogether out of the record before the 
house, and, putting by all the written docu- 
ments by which he origivally engaged to 
convince us, betakes himself at once to the 
aid of the nable person whose intervention 
was employed on this occasion, and asks ‘us 
if we will not believe lord Yarmouth’s 
word? ‘Ts the assertion of my lord Yar- 
mouth good for nothing?’—For every thing; 
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_and ina matterof private concern, I, for one, 


should desire no other evidence; though 


even there, if there were cuntradictory 


testimony offered in opposition to it, I am 
afraid I must have recourse to other colla- 
teral evidence to turn the scale. But can 
any thing be more unfair or unreasonable 
than this direct personal reference to lord 


_ Yarmouth? unfair to the noble person him- 


self, upon whom, singly, is thus attempted 
to. be thrown the whole weight of a ques- 
tion upon which the honour of this country 
is pledged, upon which we are at issue with 
the enemy inthe face of the world? Was 
such a question ever so decided? Was a 
point in dispute between two governments 
ever before attempted to be rested on the 
single responsibility of any individual, how- 
ever respectable? Would any individual 


' whatever undertake to convey a communi- 


cation from government to government, at 


the risk of having such a load of respon- 


sibility cast upon him ? We have heard from 
the noble lord himself that he had no such 
apprehension; that he was not by any means 
prepared for the use which is uow made of his 
name; that he took for granted all along, that 
he was not the single and sole testimony on 
which the question between the two govern- 


_ ments rested; that he imagined there was 


other concurrent evidence in the corre- 
spondence which was carried on, concur- 
tently with his mission, between the two) 
ministers for foreign affairs; that M. Tal- 
leyrand distinctly told him, that he wrote 
to Mr. Fox to the same effect with the 


- communication made to him (lord Yar- 


mouth); that he fully believed the letter 
of which he was himself the bearer from 
Mr. Fox to M, Talleyrand, to be upon the 
same subject; and that he is astonished to 
find himself at this time of day the only 
support with which ministers have provided 
themselves for a point upon which they lay 
so much stress. And well may the noble 
lord express his surprise, and his resent- 
ment at having such a burthen laid upon 
his shoulders, The noble lord himself 


- feels—and cannot therefore think it any 


personal disrespect to him, if there are 


. those who feel with him—that he is not 


alone presentable to the wofld as a suffi- 
cient evidence upon such a question. We, 
‘to be sute, have the advantage in this house 
of the noble lord’s presence; a8 a member 
of it. But this house is not the only judge 
in this question.’ It is a question for Eu- 
tope, for posterity to decide: and what is 
the noble lord’s private parole testimony 
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[to them? . How can they know it? how 
can they be expected to take cognizance of 
it? Even in the other house of parliament 
they have not the advantage which we have 
here ; and even we should have been de 
prived of it, if the noble lord had hap- 
pened not to be returned to the present 
parliament.—If it was intended from the 
beginning to lay the- whole weight of this 
assertion on lord Yarmouth’s single decla. 
ration, why was not lord Y. duly apprised — 
of this intention, and directed to reduce 
that declaration into a written official shape? 
The memorandum of the 13th of June is 
-wholly insufficient for this purpose. Why 
was he not instructed to obtain in writin 
from M, Talleyrand the proposal which he 
understood him to have made in cunver- 
sation ? It is said, “ M, Talleyrand would not 
have given it in writing!” How do you know 
that? Lord Y. distinctly says that he wag . 
never instructed to attempt to obtain it, 
‘ But it was in the very nature of such acom- 
munication,’ says the noble secretary of state 
(lord Howick), that it should not be redu 
ced into writing:—the attempt to embody 
such overtures into a distinct official shape, 
has a tendency to put an end to that 
sort of preliminary, unavowed insinuation 
which has usually preceded formal negoci- 
ations for peace; and which if you dis- 
credit and bring into disuse, wars must go 
on interminably ; for how is the disposi- 
tion to put an end to them to be ascertain- 
ed? I confess I see none of the dangers 
which the noble secretary of state appre- 
hends here: butif they exist, they are of 
his own creating. It is not the reducing 
into writing such communications as were 
made unoflicially ; it is not that, but it is 
the relying upon them, when not so au- 
thenticated, in subsequent official papers; 
it is the making a whole negociation turn 
upon an imputed adinission of the enemy, 
which admission, at the time when. it was 
made, you thought it indelicate to reduce 
into writing; this it is that bas a tendency 
to discredit and bring into disuse that sort 
of preliminary overture. Every foreign 
ministet may well be cautious how. he com- 
mits himself by any verbal communication; 
which, while out of pretended delicacy 
you willnot press him to render it precise and 
formal, you at the same time carefully lay 
up to be produced against him afterwards, 
accorditig to your own coustfuction, And 
after th example of lord Y., any gentle 
man may well decline to be the channel of 
such a communication, at the risque of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


foundation ‘of our ‘treat 


385] 


‘finding himself, ‘some six: months after- 
wards, committed in the face of the world 


jist the minister from whom he had 


confidentially received it.—For these 
sons; and as much out of delicacy and 
justice to lord Y. (for whom I wish to shew 
more tenderness than has been shewn by 
his. employers, and who, I think, has ac- 
'quitted himself throughout the whole of 
this arduous business in a manner to enti- 
fle him to the highest respect and conside- 
ration), I beg leave to put wholly out-of 
my view any other information than. that 
which ministers have thought fit to lay be- 
fore us’in an official shape ; upon which I 
origitially understood the noble lord (How- 
ick) to'state himself to'be prepared tu go 
. trial on this question upon 
whieh alone, I repeat, it) must, » whe- 
ther ‘he be so prepared or not; be tried, in 
‘the opinion of Europe and of posterity.—In 
this view of the question, I confess | 
lentitely agree’ with the hon. gent. who 


, ‘spoke ‘last, not only that the uti possidetis 


‘was never offered in the sense in which the 
‘declaration affirms it; but further, that we 
‘have Mr. Fox’s authority with us, for the 
vsense in which we (the hon. gent. and -my- 
self) understand it., It is‘ clear that Mr, 
Fox never understood the suggestion. of 
‘the basis of uti possidetis as that regular 
offer and proposal, which it has- siuce 
‘been attempted to represent 11; and-that 
‘he never laid that stress upon the question 
‘of the basis alone, as distinet from specific 
-terms, which has been Jaid upon it in the 
“subsequent part of the negociation. I think 


‘also,“and ‘upon this second point [have 


also’ Mr. Fox’s authority clearly with me, 
“that, even if the proposal of treating upon 

this basis had been distinctly made by 
’ France, and afterwards departed from un- 
-warrantably' (which I say is not proved), 
‘'that’even in that case the proposal was not 

One so advantageous ‘to us, it was not so 
“important ‘to us to obtain the recognition. 

of that basis, as we seem to have imagined. 
‘I think J can easily shew, that it would 
‘have beeu the most inconvenient basis, the 
“most inapplicable to the: actual state of the 
world, that could have been adopted as the 
And thirdly, 
even if the two former points were decided 
‘in the affirmative; if France lad indeed: 


“proposed the uf? possidetis ; and if it was 
“indeed i 


t to us to obtain the recog- 
nition of it: I think nothing is more de- 


“motstrable ‘than ‘that we went. the very 


obtaining it.—Ist, then, 


‘Vou. VII. i 
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the main foundation on which the allega- 
tion rests, is to be found in lord Yarmouth’s 
memorandum of the 13th of June ; a me- 
morandum which (be it remembered), -his 
lordship was officially compelled to commit 
to writing, in direct violation of the pro- 
mise originally exacted from him by M. 
Talleyrand. Lord Y. however, tells us, 
as well became him, that he declined com- 
mitting it to writing, until he had obtained 
a solemn promise.that no public use should 
‘be made of it. Such isthe character of 
this document; and now for its contents. 
It contains, as I contend, but one positive 
averment, namely, that M. Talleyrand said, 
“We do not ask Sicily of you,—nous ne 
vows la demandons pas;” the rest is infe- 
rence and induction merely; and subject, 
like all matter of inference, to be ques. 
tioned. .by fair reasoning, without any im~ 
}putation,. or supposed’ imputation, upon 
the veracity and perfect honour of the per- 
son whose inference itis. Having obtained 
this admission respecting Sicily, lord Y. 
** conceived it improper to enquire further, 
* Nous ne vous demandons rien; amounting 
L(in-his lordship’s opinion) to an admissidn 
of the uti possidetis, as applicable to his 
majesty’s conquests.” Now here are no 
less than three successive inferences, every 
one of which I confess myself inclined to 
dispute: ist, That ‘* nous ne vous la deman- 
dons pas;” the expression applied by M. 
Talleyrand: specifically to Sicily; is equi- 
vaient to the sweeping admission, “ nous 
ne vous demandons rien ;” an inference of a 
general proposition from a special one, 
which is not, I believe, very usually ad- 
mitted to be sound in reasoning,—however 
possible it might have been to maintain the 
direct converse, and fo infer the special 
from the general proposition. 2dly, That 
even “ nous ne vous dons rien,” (sup- 
posing for a moment that we had arrived 
fairly at that proposition, which I deny,) 
amounted to an admission of the wti posst- 
detis ;—-Was it to be supposed that France 
had nothing to ask of us for her allies, 
‘though not for herself? The direct reverse 
is certain and notorious, 3dly, That the 
admission (supposing it to be one) was an 
admission with respect to ‘‘ his majesty’s 
conquests.” The whole admission, _what- 
ever its force may be, had its root in Sicily, 
‘and is to be construed with reference to 
Sicily only—and was Sicily a “ conquest” 
of:bis majesty? Was the auxiliary army 
which we sent to the aid of the king of Na- 


conquering’ army? Had we van- 
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quished. our ally? And) if not, what; infe- 
yence could properly be: drawn from Sicily 
to majesty’s conquests ?”—-So. much 


then for the original text, upon which.so 


many commentaries have been. built, to 
sustain the imputed offer of the uti possi- 
detis.. Hf that offer is not found inthis me- 
smorandum, to/be found no where. 
Every thing else. is'at best but collateral 
‘and constructive argument, upon which no 
‘stress ean be Jaid, when the original foun- 


‘dation fails usi—-Where, in ‘fact, did lord 


himself look for the. confirmation of 


own impressions ; (for that the noble lord’s 


impressions were: sincere, that. he reported 


here no- more: than he firmly. believed/and 
-really understood to have been said:to him, 
no man>can-doubt for a: moment.) where 
_did he-expect to: find a confirmation of what 
-he understood M,.Talleyrand to have in- 


tended: to convey through him tothe Bri- 
tish government? : Why, naturally, in that 


‘Jetter'to Mr, Fox, which (as M. Talleyrand 


informed him) was dispatched, at the same 
time with his lordship, and which arrived 


- the same day in London., .Avd. does that 


letter contain any thing to countenance the 


“motion of:the uti possidetis?, Look at it; 
of. the papers laid, before par- 
liament. (p. 105.) So far from any allusion 


to any such’ basis as the uti possidetis, ano- 
ther basis. is» distinctly proposed in that 


letter, a basis to. be formed out of two prin- 
ciples ; one of which was suggested by Mr, 


Fox’ in his letter of the 26th of March, 


“ that the peace should be honourable for 


** the two powers and. their allies ;” and 
the other is now :brought forward for the 


first time by. the French minister, the | 


continental and maritime guarantee.” Lord 
-Y. ingenuausly déscribes himself,as having 


been. disappointed at, not finding) inthis 
letter a single word.in allusion to himself, 
_ or to the.new basis intrusted to his charge. 
_==-Where should we next expect to find, 
‘some allusion to the uti possidetis Why,. 
of course, where lord Y. next looked for it,. 
in Mr. Fox’s answer to this, letter.of M. 
Talleyrand, or im his letter, of -the same 
date, which lord, Y., carried back-with, bim 
10 Paris. Is there any such allusion in either 
of these letters, (Nos. 11 and 13.0f the: pa- 
pers, p» 107 and: 109) ?, Nothing like it... Is 

_ there any thing contradictory to such.a no- 

tiou, and inconsistent with, it?) Mr. 
Fox in his letter of the 14th, written, after 
he had received. Jord communica- 


tion, long after he had received itverbally, 


shape of the written memorandum, which 
is now considered as conclusive upon this 
point, not only does not appear: to think 
that the uti possidetis has been proposed as 
a basis, but directly adverts to the other 
basis which has -been proposed, and-says, 
in plain terms, “ The basis offered in your 
second proposition, is exactly conformable 


goes on to qualify this statement, in.a way 
which proves that the proposition to which 
he refers is: (and it, manifestly can be ‘no 
other than) the prineiple of continental 
and, maritime. guarantee.—‘ but,’ says 
the noble secretary of state,,‘ there is.a 
form in these things ; it is a.rule to answer 
written communications in writing, and 
yerbal ones verbally.’, It was impossible, 


uti, possidetis, in answer to a letter from 
Talleyrand, in which it was not mentioned; 
Possibly this may be so; But was,it.rea- 
sonable, or was it, like:that, plainness and 
simplicity which are so! much boasted of in 


witha correspondence diseetly at variance 
pwith the. private communication that, had 
been made to him? Would he have.done 
so—-can any man believe he would—if he 
had attached to that private communica- 
tion all the precision and importance which 
is now contended to have belonged. to it;-— 
if he had considered it, as it was afterwards 
sconsidered, as absolutely saperseding all 
that had passed, os. was still passing in 
open correspondence between him and the 
French minister ;-—as making that corre- 
spondence mere waste paper, and be ng in. 
fact itself the origin from which the nego- 
ciation was te.date, and the sole, founda- 
tion which it was te stand? But above 
all, is it credible, that if he bad so under- 
stood what passed between M. Talleyrand 
and. lord Y.-—though. in compliance with 
the strict,diplomatic form, which the noble 
secretary, of state holds so sacred, he could 
not. have. committed, any thing to writing 
in the first instance, on his own part,—is.it 
credible that he could not haye directed 
lord Y. to.press,for,a more precise and 
formal. statement; from alte 

well|knowing (ashe must, have known), that 


good as.an overture to lead to negociation, 
they are not a. sufficiently, regular method 
of carrying an a negociation once begun? 
HadJord Y, apy such directions.from Mr. 


to the views of our government ;” and then | 


therefore, for Mr. Fox to allude to the. 


Mr, .Fox’s system. of diplomacy, to,go on 


leyrand ;—" 


though .verbal’ communications ,are very 


Fox when he returned to Paris? None, But 
phe returned, it, is said, as he had come, a 


| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 

| | 
| 
a 
| 
| 


simple’ unauthorised individual had 
no ‘character: or powers; he therefore 
could require nothing in writing. But 
on the 26th of June, (No 15, p. 112) 
ten days after his return, full powers were 
sent to him. Is he then directed to em- 
ploy them for the purpose of obtaining a 
written authentic avowal of the basis of 
uti possidetis? No; he is indeed directed 
to press for the admission of the basis: but 
Sicily—and, Sicily alone is to be a sine qud 
non. And even here it is remarkable, that 
thé coupling of this supposed basis. with 
Sicily, appears to arise from what, with 
Mr. Fox's general accuracy, is an extra~ 
ordinary mis-recollection of the words of 
lord Y.’s original communication which is 
here stated: “‘ Vous nous ne ‘cous 
demandons rien,” instead of “nous ne vous’ 
la demandons pas,” the words really em- 


ployed by M. Talleyrand.—But after all 


there is: one short view of this question, 
which with me, I confess, is'more decisive 
than almost all that can be collected from 
the papers ; it is this, that to prove such a 
point as the proposal of the uti possidetis, 
there should have been any need of argu-. 
ment, of inference, and induction, at all. 
The moment that you tell me you have ar- 


rived at the wfi possidetis, through a long: 


train of reasoning, and by an operose pro- 
cess of comparison and analogy, I think 
that very statement disproves your case. 
Hf those short and comprehensive phrases, 
by which particular forms and bases of ne- 
gociation are described, have any cha- 
racter or meaning at all, itis this, that they’ 


‘are not to be argued to, but from; they 


are not results ut which you are to arrive 
through a series of laboured argumentation, 
but. points from which you are to start in 
commencing your discussion. As in the 
severer sciences there are certain axioms’ 
and definitions, which nobody dreams of 
analysing when they set out to the proof of 
a proposition, so in diplomacy these forms 
have been uniformly adopted, not as mat- 
ter of substantive disquisitionin themselves, 
but as clearing the way to the examination 
and solution of other questions. Whether 
it be true or not, as M. Talleyrand affirms 
that no’ treaty between two great powers 
was ever negeciated on the basis of uti pos- 
sidetis, will not’ venture to say ; but I have 
litde doubt that neither the wti possidetis, 
nor the status ante bellum; were ever ad- 


mitted, or contended by either party to 


have been ‘admitted, as the basis of any 


négociation, by any process of reasoning } 
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and inference, or’ in any.’other less’ 
quivocal form than the direct plain terms 
uti possidetis, or stutus ante bellum. If the 
admission requires to be made. out circum-. 
stantially, by confronting detached pas- 
sages, and collecting together scattered 
phrases and inferences, the only thing that 
is plain is, that no such admission has been 
distinctly made.—There is, indeed, one 
mode of inference to which the noble lord. 
(Howick) has this night resorted, which is 
much too curious to be passed over without. 
notice. ‘He infers the uti possidetis: from 
the several exceptions which are made to 
it. Was not Hanover to be given up to 
his majesty unconditionally; and is not- 
that a deviation from the uti possidetis? 
Was not Sicily itself claimed rather as some= 
thing which should not be too strictly sub- 
jected to the rule laid down, thanas coming 
within the direct operation of the uti possi- 
detis ? Did not we claim Naples, (he might. 
have added) in the very first conference 
which took place after the alleged propo- 
sal, in direct contempt of the wti. possi- 
detis? Why, sir, we have heard it said that’ 
exceptio probat regulam: but when the 
proofs of the rule are nothing but excep- 
tions, the rule itself may reasonably be 
thought to be in some danger.—But if the 
noble lord’s argument is not of much avail 
in establishing the admission of the uti pos- 
sidetis ; it does go some way towards pro- 
ving the second proposition on this subject 
for which I contend, that the uéi possidetis 
was by no means so desirable for this coun- 
try, as is all along taken for granted by 
those who are only busied in arguing for. 
the fact of its having been proposed. It 
was not important for the sake of Hanover ; 
for Hanover was to be recovered, if at all, 
not by being included within its operation, 
but by being excepted out of it. And as 
to Sicily, there is no imaginable basis of 
negociation to which it would not have been 
more easy to reconcile our claim of Sicily, 
than that of the uti possidetis.—here are 
three different bases suggested in .the 
course of the correspondence between Mr, 
Fox and M. Talleyrand, before this of the 
uti possidetis ; and there is besides, the sta. 
tus ante bellum, which no where comes in 
question: and [ will venture to say. that: 
there is not one of all these bases upon: 
which the determination—the just and wise. 
and honourable determination—not to give 
up Sicily to France, might not be. more: 
satisfactorily supported, than upon that to 
which we appear to have attached so much: 
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‘lations of the treaty of Amiens: that 


The basis of maritime guarantee” is 


‘one of which (as we propose to apply it) 


_ sis proposed by France was that of the uti 
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importance: Ist; The basis of the stipu- 


would keep’ Sicily: out of, the. hands. of 
Franee ; for, by. the treaty of Amiens, 
France; so far from claiming Sicily, cone. 
sented to-evacuate Naples. 2d,, The ba- 
sis of “ what should. be honourable to the 
contracting parties and their allies,” would 
clearly keep Sicily in our power ; for what 
mhore honourable for us than to secure the 
dominions of the-king of Naples, or for the 
king of. Naples; than to retain them? 3d, 


equally clear in our favour: for‘is not Si- 
cily a maritime state, and do not we pro- 
pose to guarantee it to its sovereign? 4th, 
The status ante bellum hardly requires to be 
argued. The French had not Sicily before’ 
the war, and they inust not have it now. 
In short, the wti possidetis, that basis for 
which we contend so earnestly, as peculiar- 
ly contrived to sécure Sicily, is the only 


the application is equivocal ; or, I should 
more truly say, wholly unmaintainable. 
Sicily ours by occupancy, 2nd claimed 
from France upon this ground! _ Is it pos- 
sible that we did not see the fallacy and 
the danger of such aclaim? bow untenable 
on our part? how prolific of claims of the; 
most immeasurable extent on the part of 
the enemy? Sicily ours! What then be- 
comes of its lawful and actual sovereigh, 
the king of Sicily? Ours by military occu- 
pancy! Is then the existence of an auxili-, 
ary military force in the country of an ally 


and, their allies” is manifestly disadvans 
tageous to us in one respect, inasmuch ag. 
by admitting. the claims of. the allies of 
France it destroys the whole of the argue: 
ment arising from our wide and general 
construction of, ‘‘ nous ne vous demandons 
rien,” in. lord Yarmouth’s memorandum; 
aod of the words “ lempereur n’a rien 
désirer de ce que possede l’ Angleterre,” which, 
are brought in aid of that, construction 
from M. ‘Talleyrand’s letter to Mr. Fox of, 
the 7th of April; I could not but sappose 
that we had some adequate point to gain, 
by this same admission, and I conceived it 
to be this; that having seen reason to doubt 
the solidity of our claim to Sicily, under 
the uti possidetis, from our own military oc~ 
cupancy, we were. desirous of erecting a 
hew claim, and with a much better grace; 
on the undisturbed possession of Sicily by 
its lawful sovereign, But I found myself 
mistaken. For after having made this 
bold push for no purpose that I can dis- 
cover, except it were for that which I 
ascribed to him, the secretary of state, 
about ten lines afterwards, reverts to the 
old ground, and claims Sicily for Great Bri- 
tain ; “ our actual oceupancy of that island 
(he says) brings it fully within the benefit 
of the wti possidetis.”—On this principle 
then, I the house to consider what 
would have been the advantage to this. . 
country, to have established military oc- 
cupancy as the rule and measure of terri< 
torial possession ; to have set out witha 
basis which should ascribe to each party 


sufficient to transfer the possession of that) the actual dominion of every state, of which 
country from the ally to the auxiliary? their arms might be at the moment in the: 


These surely were questions worth weigh-: 
ing-—Indeed, it did strike me that at: 
one time the danger of ‘this sort of claim on 


actual keeping or coutroul ; subject to no 
other recovery than what might be effected: 
by exchange and compensation. J say, to 


our part (which, however, is not once,jeach party ;—because I cannot suppose 


but twenty times, repeated ;. which is, in! 
truth, interwoven throughout with the doc- 
trine of the wii possidetis), had begun to 


that his majesty’s ministers can have ene 
jtertained the opinion that the uti possidetis, 
if admitted at all, was admitted by France 


suggest itself to his majesty’s ministers ;|'as applicable to his majesty’s” conquests 


for in the dispatch signed by Mr. Windham 
(No. 48 p, 181), 1 find a new and bold 
construction of M, Talleyrand’s imputed 
basis ; so bold and so new, that] imagined 
there must be some good reason for ventu- 
ring it. Mr. Windham says that, the “ ba- 


possidetis, for the two powers and their al- 
lies in.ail parts of the world.” Now as 
this construction bas never been /hazarded 
before, in the whole course of the diseus- 


lor possessions only, and not equally to 
those of France: it is of the essence of a 
basis of negociation to be equal and reci- 
procal, And is it. possible that ministers 
‘should not have seen what the effect of 
‘equality in this case would be? or seeing 


‘that they, should ‘still have thought. it .a 
‘point to be contended for? Is it possible 
‘that they should have been so dazzled with 
‘our “ military occupation” of Sicily, as 


not to have seen the danger of admitting, 


Sept. and us the admissi-n of the words 


sions, from the i4tb of June to the 10th of 


and the difficulty of denying, a reciprocal 
\claim.on the part of-France,'to every coun- 
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ry in which France might haye a soldier ? 
ie they consider well to what extent such 
aclaim would go? And if, as the noble 
Jord (Howick) has informed us, Mr. Fox 
rejected the suggestion of taking the stipu- 


and as likely to require (as the noble lord 
has himself contended would have been the 
case with the stipulations of the treaty of 
Amiens, and as I think I have shewn 
would equally have arisen in any attempt 


lations of the treaty of Amiens for the basis|to apply the uti possidetis) more time. in 
of negociation, because he thought that|the application and adjustment of the basis, 
they were vague and indefinite, and that|than would have been sufficient to discuss 


nore time therefore would be lost in de- 


and settle the terms of the most coniplie 


and adjusting the basis than might | cated negociation.—It remains to shew, in 


be sufficient (if well employed), for dis- 


the 3d place, that, supposing the offer of 


cussing and settling the main points of a|the uti possidetis to have been unequivo= 


negociation ; is it possible that the noble 


cally made, and afterwards departed from ; 


lord should not perceive that the adopti.n | and supposing the recognition of it to have 
of the uti possidetis would have been liable} been as important to us as it is now pre. 
to similar embarrassment ;—that he should | tended, we took the very worst course for 


not be aware of the perplexed and inter-| obtaining that recognition. 
minable discussions which must have arisen 


And this I 
‘really think it impossible for avy man to 


in the attempt to. define the precise degree. doubt, who will take a fair review of the 
of possession, occupation, or controul,|correspondence upon the table, and who 
which should or should not entitle to the | will only consult his own feelings aud coms 
benefit of the uti possidetis; to determine,|mon sense, and reason from the analogies 
for instance, whether the kingdom of Hol- | of private life to the case before him.—I 


Jand, whether the ‘principalities of the 
Rhine, whether southern Germany, whether 
the fortresses of Austria herself, should, at 
he outset of a negociation, be acknow- 
ledged by us to be the lawful and confirmed 
possessions of France, except so far as they 
might be redeemed by such equivalents as 


‘ we might be able aud disposed to give in 


exchange for them?—I am confident, (and 
the very argument which the noble lord 
himself has advanced, renders me still 


more confident in the opinion,) that such 


was Mr. Fox’s view of the subject ;—that 
his passing by the treaty of Amiens, when 
it was first suggested by M. Talleyrand, 
and proceeding to suggest instead of it, 
something which he called a basis, but 
which, in fact, amounted to nothing more 
than, the statement of a principle which 
might be taken for granted to prevail in 
every negociation, “ The honour and glory 
of the two countries,” was dictated by pre- 
cisely the same motive which afterwards in- 
duced, him, in his answer to M, Talley- 
rand’s letter of the 2d of June, to accept 
so eagerly M. Talleyrand’s proposed addi- 
tional principle of ‘* continental and mari- 
time guarantee,” in preference to (and one 
must fairly say, in exclusion of) the other 
offer which is asserted to have been made 
at the sate time through lord Yarmouth, 
of the uti possidetis. And the motive which 
in each case operated with Mr. Fox, ap- 
pears to have been simply the desire to 
avoid .any technical basis, as. utterly inap- 


plicable to the existing state of the world, 


am not the champion of French good faith 
in general, nor of M. Talleyrand’s in pare 
ticular ; but I believe it is pretty clear with 
respect to. M. Talleyrand, or any other 
man living, that when he has once come 
mitted himself by a direct disavowal of any 
thing which he may have said, or may have 
been supposed to have said,.in a private 
conference, there can be no rational hope of 
inducing him to retract that disavowal merely 
by a sturdy repetition of the assertion that 
he did say that which he has thus disavowe 
ed. When two parties in a discussion are 
thus directly committed against each other, 
it is evident that to persist in re-affirming 
what your antagonist must as constantly 
re-deny, is only equivalent to a determinas 
tion to make no progress whatever. There 
are obviously but two modes of proceed- 
ing in such a case which can be. resorted to 
with any chance’ of advantage; and your 
choice between the two must depend upon 
the manner in which you .estimate . the 
point in dispute. If you consider it as a 
point of honour; if you feel that.the. faith 
of your own negociator is compromised 
against that of the enemy’s, and-that both 
cannot come with credit out of the discus- 
sion, every other object ought of course to 
give way to this consideration; and youcaa 
in that case do.no otherwise than break off 
the negociation upon the very first peremp- 
tory denial ‘by the enemy, of the first distinct 
assertion ou yourpart. .A contest for three 
months of You did .say.so,” on.gneside, 
and did not,” on the other, is undigni- 
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fied and discreditable to both parties. If, 

on the other band, the obtaining the ad- 

mission itself was so great an object that 

you would be content to sacrifice a little 

punctilio to obtain it, then is it not plain to 

any man’s understanding, that instead of 

pressing aud pinning your adversary into a 

corner, and insisting upon his making the 
_ Fecognition which you demand of him ina 

precise form of words that should carry his 
ownself-contradiction upon the face of them, 
_ you ought, as soon and as decently as you 
could, to have afforded him a retreat and 
outlet from the difficulty in which his first 
denial had involved him; you ought to have 
changed your first peremptory interrogation 
of “ Will you confess that you did propose 
the uti possidetis ?” into the milder form of 
<'Will you now agree to it?” If the prac- 
tical concession was to be obtained, this was 
. the only way to go about it: but with acu- 
. rious felicity, ministers appear to have mix- 
ed these two modes of proceeding together, 
and to have produced a result which (as 
_ might be expected) has the advantages of 
either. They adopt the high tone belong- 
ing to a point of honour, so far as to put 
the question in its most irritating and offer- 
sive form, and to make it impossible for the 
French minister to give the answer which 
. they wish, without confessing himself guilty 
of falsehood and prevarication: and yet, in- 
stead of acting on the same tone in which 
they speak, they consent to prolong this 
’ miserable altercation for three months, and 
_ instead of recalling their whole embassy, re- 
call only that member of it who is best qua- 
lifted to maintain the point in discussion, 
They hold high lord Yarmouth’s word ; but 
they do not suffer lord Y. himself to stay 
to maintain it. They choose to rest every 
thing upon testimony, and they withdraw 
their witness. This could by no possibili- 
- tyberight. Ifyou meant to abandon your 
point of honour, good care ought to have 
- Deen taken ‘not, even in appearance, to 

abandon Jord Y.: and if, as appears, you 
- meant still to maintain it, what’ chance 
- could remain of maintaining it with effect in 
any other hands than bis ?—But neither is 
. thisall. The manner and very language in 
- which our plenipotentiaries are instructed 
- to insist upon the wii possidetis is not calcu- 
- lated to produce the effect desired, that of 
2 previdus and unconditional recognition of 
: it, as a basis already admitted by France. 
In order to have extorted'that recognition, 
it was surely necessary that the demand 
should be made in the plainest and most iti- 

2 


4 
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telligible shape, unincumbered by questions’ 
about terms of peace, which naturally led 
the discussion away into other subjects, 
Yet I am pretty sure there is no one in- 
stance ; or at most but one, (which I shall 
have occasion to refer to presently,) through- 
out the whole correspondence in which this’ 
demand is made in distinct aud unqualified 
terms, and without the accompaniment of 
other matter. The very first instance of 
any distinct mention of uti possidetis by us 
to France (between our own ministers at 
home and our ministers abroad, there is 
certainly no want of mention of it before 
that period) is in lord Y.’s note, read, but 
not delivered, to gen. Clarke in the confe- 
rence of the 24th July, [p.129.] In that 
note, lord Y. describes himself as authorised 
“* @ discuter les bases,” to “ discuss the ba- 
sis,” of the treaty (which certainly does 
not imply the previous settlement of it) ; 
and after describing the respective situa- 
tions of England and France, he says, 
“ that the king would treat generally on 
“* the basis of uti possidetis ;” an expres- 
sion which certainly has rather the air of 
an original suggestion, than of a claim of 
some foregone agreement. This note was 
not delivered to general Clarke. There is 
therefore no answer to it. The next that 
we bear of uti pussidetis, and the very first 
that the French negociators see of it in a 
precise and tangible shape, is in the note 
presented by lord Lauderdale on his arrival, 
In this note it is distinctly stated, that the 
king received a from France 
to treat generally on the basis of uti possi- 
detis.” [p. 145.] And to this distinct state- 
ment is returned the next day the peremp- 
tory denial: “ That it never could have 
entered into the mind of the’ French empe- 
ror to take the wti pussidetis as the basis of 
negociation.” [p. 150.] This is surely the 
period, at which, if it were resolved to treat 
this question as a point of honour, as im- 
plicating the faith of the French minister 
on the one hand, and of our negocigtor en 
the other, the discussion ought to have 
broken off. This was the period at which, 
if it was intended still to pursue the object 
of obtaining the uti possidetis, it evidently 
became hopeless to extort it by the asser- 
tion ‘that it had been already agreed to; 
and it would have been necessary therefore 
to take new ground, ‘to admit the possibi- 
lity ‘of misapprehension on’ both’ sides in 
the verbal communication which had pass- 
ed upon the subject, arid to make the de- 
mand atiew, as peremptorily as you might 
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think fit,—as a sinequd non of negociation, 
if you pleased ; but to make it in a way in 
which it could be conceded toyou.—Neither 
of these Courses, however, were adopted : 
‘but from this period you begin that series 
of tiresome and useless repetitions, of which 
the effect could not well be expected to be 
other, than it was, to irritate and inflame 
the discussion without producing any satis- 
factory explanation or beneficial result. If 
our first demand did not produce .the re- 
cognition required, why should. it be con- 
ceived that the multiplied echo would have 
any, better effect ?—especially as the repe- 
tition grew, gradually fainter, and the di- 
rect and unqualified assertion in lord Lau- 
derdale’s first note which I have just quo- 
.ted,,we find softened down in the subse- 
quent notes, with such modifications and 


- qualifications as these: ‘‘ The proposition 


“of the French government such as his 
“ Britannic majesty understood it to have 
_ been made by them ;” [p. 161.]—* when 
-“ the views of the French government shall 
“ approach, nearer to those which it had 
“ been supposed to entertain ;” [p. 165.]— 
“ the proposition, such as his majesty’s mi- 
nisters understood it (l’ont comprise). to 
“ have been made by France ;” [p. 168.]— 
“ the basis which the British goyernment 
believed (croyoit ) to have been propo- 
.“ sed in the first place by France ;” {p. 

175.) — * the conditions understood 
 (censées) to have been proposed by 
“ France.” [p. 192.]—Was it likely that 

the French government would become more 

yielding to our demand, in proportion as 
_we appeared to become less, confident of 
the, foundation on which it rested? Or 
could, this mode. of pressing it for three 
,months lead to any imaginable advantage ? 
_oaThere. is one other circumstance and 
_ only one, to be noticed, which, added to 
I have already mentioned, renders 
the policy, of our government on this point 
completely, inexplicable. And that. cir- 
_cumstance, is this: if their object really 
was.to, obtain the admission of the uf? pos- 
_ sidetis as a practical basis.of negociation, 
there does appear to have been a period, 
When for that-purpose they had gained 
their point, and haying done so they made 


_ .bo,useof it. In the note of the French 


plenipotentiaries of the 11th of Aug. [p. 
.159.] it is said: “If, in laying down the 


_ , principle of uti, possidetis, the English ne- 


_* gociators haye.ip view to propose a mean 
“ of exchange and of compensation, the 
in adopts it.” And was not this 


be 


what in fact they had in view? I profess 
I had all along so understood them, and I 
so understand them still. But the answer 
of our plenipotentiaries to this note, in 
conformity, no doubt, to their instructions, 
is that the basis or principle of the negoci- 
ation must, be “ préalablement reconnu.” 
They cannot stir a step without it. And 
this is the single instance in which this de- 
mand is separately and peremptorily made, 
Well may the hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread) 
who thinks such a peace as France was 
now disposed to have given us, a desirable 
thing, well indeed may he’ complain that 
here was an opportunity of entering upon 
the real business of the negociation thrown 
away. I, who do not quarrel with the re- 
sult of the papers in this view, who 
do not believe that any negociation 
could have been conducted at this time to 
a favourable issue, that France had the 
slightest intention of granting us such a 
Ipeace, as alone it would have been wise or 
desirable to accept; who believe that her 
sole object was to amuse, and delude us,— 
to occupy ourattention, while she was pre- 
paring and maturing her plans for the sub- 
jugation of what remained of independent 
Europe; I cannot butcomplain of the waste 
of a single hour after this.note of the French 
plenipotentiaries was received.—TI say, that 
upon this particular crisis the policy pur-- 
sued by his majesty’s ministers is wholly 
unaccountable. Bid they mean to make 
peace if they could? Let them then answer 
the hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread.) Why 
did they not avail themselves of this open- 
ing for negociation on their own terms? 
Did they think such a peace, as alone they 
were prepared to accept, hopeless >—then 
why protract the discussion a single hour 
beyond that at which they became ac- 
quainted with the utmost that France would 
‘concede, and found it insufficient? — If 
they wanted nothing but their basis to pro- 
ceed upon, here it was offered them, sub- 
ject to the qualifications and conditions 
which they themselves had all along annexed 
to it, and which the declaration itself states 
to have been, from the first to the last, in 
their contemplation. If they wanted, fur- 
ther, the admission that this basis had been 
admitted, nay proposed, by France, herself 
before—was it not plain, even from the 
concession which France had made, that 
this further concession was one which shie 
never would make?—-And this leads me, - 
sir, to that which is in truth the heaviest 
charge against ministers, and which I am 
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gure the noble lord (Howick) himself feels 

be one that it is difficult for them to 
answer, by the pains that he has taken to 
anti¢ipate it. ‘Where, after all,’ says the 
noble lord, is the great advantage gained to 


by England in consequence of the protrac- 
tion of the negociation? Can the noble 
lord be serious in this question ? Can it be 
hecessary to argue with the noble lord that 
the suspense, the anxiety, the uncertainty 
attendant upon a state of negociation is to 
any nation matter of inconvenience, but to! 
a commercial country, above all others, o 
real mischief and distress, from causes too 
obvious to be particularized? And if this! 
were all, would not even this require pre) 
justification on the part of ministers ; espe- 

sially when it appears from the perusal of 
their papers, that weeks and monthselapsed| 
of doubt and solicitude to the public, after, 
‘they had themselves considered the nego- 
ciation liopeless, after 


had described it as “-a farce ?” [p. 173.]— 
Bat was this all the advantage which France 

roposed to herself, and which we suffered 
Li: to obtain? Would it were! What was, 
what must have been, the policy of France 
from.the.moment of the overthrow of the 
‘last confederacy? What ‘but to dissipate 
the members of, that confederacy, and to 
‘put them out of the possibility of uniting 
and acting cordially together again? Aus- 
tria, by the fate of war, was, for the time, 
no.,object of jealousy, Russia and Eng- 
land remained in their full strength, and 
remained united in the strictest bonds of 


- amity and intimate concert with each other, 


But we have'Mr. Fox’s authority for the 
‘fact, that “ Russia and England alone are 
the two powers least calculated to make an 
.impression.on France by land;” [p. 90.| 
that it requires the intervention of a thir 
‘power as a link in the chain, to give 
strength and efficacy to such a combina- 
‘tion. Austria being out of the question, 
‘Prussia was the single state that could fur- 
nish this point of union and co-operation.— 
‘What was obvious to Mr. Fox, was surely 
‘not less so to M. Talleyrand, even if he 
had not had the advantage of learning it 
from Mr, Fox himself. He saw, therefore, 
that if, Russia and England could be pre- 
vented from acquiring any third auxiliary, 
“France was safe from attack by land, and 
the continent consequently at her mercy, 
“Was it not natural then for France to turn 
ber anxious attention to that power in which 
alone such an auxiliary could be found ?— 


\ 


But neither was this the only motive of 
France. Prussia, by her accession to the 
former confederacy, however late, and 
however little effective, had manifested a 
disposition which Buonaparte could not for. 
get, and for which no man who has traced 
the springs of action by which Buonaparte _ 
is moved, can doubt that from the moment 
of the treaty of Potzdam coming to his 
knowledge, he secretly vowed to take a 
signal vengeance.—Here, then, were the 
united motives of passion and policy, which 
no human being ever found the means of 
combining with so much dexterity before, 
of acting upoi them with so tremendous a 
perseverance—these motives were united 
to stimulate Buonaparte to the destruction 
of Prussia—and T can entertain no doubt 
in my own mind that Prussia was Buona- 
parte’s first object throughout the whole of 
the last year; that all that passed with us 
(striking and prominent as we may flatter 


ourselvés‘our part in the political history of 
the year has been) was but secondary and 


subservient to that principal design. ‘Even 
the separation of Russia from this country, 
important as he felt it to be, he felt to b 

important chiefly as making'his attack upon 
Prussia more sure. In other respects he 
might safely trust, (and no doubt he did so,) 
to the assurance of the English secretar 

of state, that from the alliance of Russia 
and England, alone, there was no danger 
of an active coalition against France.—If 
such was his object, let us see with what 
success it was pursued? Prussia herself is 
no ill judge of this success: and her sense 
of it is unequivocally expressed in that de- 
claration which she published ‘at the com- 
mencement of the late unfortunate cam- 
paign—and from-which‘I have already had 
occasion to quote that part which exhibits 
her feelings of despair at the apparent dis-. 
union which was effected’in the course of 
the negociations, between G. Britain and 
Russia. ‘But in the earlier part. of the year, 


}what was, according ‘to the testimony of 


Prussia, the course pursued by France with 
respect ‘to her, and ‘to the powers with 
whom she had been in alliance ? ‘Prussia, 
at the dissolution of the confederacy by the 
battle of Austerlitz, or rather by the peace 
of Presburgh, was compelled to consult her 
own safety, and to conelude a separate 
treaty with France. By this treaty France 
transferred ‘Hanover to Prussia. From 
good-will to Prussia? ‘O, no. “Prussia ac- 
cepted the transfer in the ‘first instance, 
‘* under the condition that her possession 
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of Hanover should not be considered as 
valid till a general peace, ‘and till the con- 
gent of the king of Great Britain should 
be obtained.” (See Prussian Declaration.) 
Fur a time Buonaparte appeared to acqui- 
ésce in this condition; but no sooner was 
he set at ease by the retirement of the Rus- 
sian army, no sooner had he secured an 
r negociation with this country, 
(and perhaps also at Petersburgh—but of 
that we have no positive evidence) than he 
found himself at liberty to press Prussia 
with less reserve—he insisted upon “ the 
recall of the patent by which the occupation 
of Hanover was declared provisional—and 
upon the ports being shut against the Bri- 
tish flag in the same manner as if the 
French had returned into the electorate.” 
Prussia had then no choice but war, or 
compliance, at the risque of war with 
England. © She saw this risque, but could 
She saw that Franee “ tri- 
umphed in secret at the thought of having 
. disunited two courts, the union of which 
might have been dangerousto her”—(these, 
sir, are the words of the king of Prussia). 
We either did not see this, or seeing re- 
garded it not; for we fell into the snare, 
and the message of the 21st of April placed 
us in a state of war with Prussia.—And 
here, sir, I must take the liberty to re- 
mind the noble lord of an error into which 
he fell on the first night of the session, in 
correcting what he stated, (and, I have no 
doubt, really thought at the time) to be an 
error of mine, respecting the co-incidence 
of our negociation with France, and our 
I had said, and I-think 
truly, that the message of the 2ist of 
April did'not give to parliament a fair view 
of the subject on which they were to ex- 
press an opinion; that whether Prussia 
had afforded just cause of ‘war, by the oc- 
cupation of Hanover, and by the shutting 
of the ports, was one question—a ques- 
tion upon which there could be no diffe- 
rence of opinion, and was none ;—but 
whether it was wise and politic to act upon 
this cause of war, was'a question that could 
not be fairly decided without reference to 


opening 


not avoid it, 


war with Prussia. 


doubtful policy whether we would resort to 
a war which, howéver just, might be alto- 
gether unnecessary.—The noble lord’s an- 
swer to this argument was extremely short, 
and, had it been true, would have been 
conclusive. “ What will be the surprise 
of the hon. gentleman,” said the noble lord, 
‘¢ when I tell him that there was no nego- 
ciation going on with France at the time of 
the Prussian message? Mr. Fox’s letter of 
the 26th of March had, in our apprehen- 
sion, brought the intercourse with France 
to a close; and the circumstance of a 
month having elapsed without any new 
communication from France had confirmed 
us in that opinion.” [p. 65.] I, sir, st 
rebuked. I had then taken my informa- 
tion from the French publication, in which 
that letter of Mr. Fox which alone could 
be in the noble lord’s contemplation, the 
letter which decisively insists upon the 
points in dispute between him and M. Tal- 
leyrand, and which was followed by a pause 
of a month in the’ correspondence, was 
dated not on the 26th of March, but on 
the 20th or 2ist of April, that is to say, 
within a day of the Prussian message. 
Look, sir, at the papers presented to par- 
liament, and see what turns out to be the 
fact? Why, the letter was written on the 
20th of April, and not on the 26th of 
March. There had, therefore, been no 
pause of a month to satisfy the noble lord 
and his colleagues that the négociation was 
at anend. The whole of the noble lord’s 
argument, as built on this suppositiousdate, 
falls to the ground ; and the whole of mine, 
which that false date appeared to overthrow, 
is replaced (as I presume to think) .on the 
— on which it was originally founded, 
must, however, do the noble lord the 
justice to say, that as soon as he was aware 
of his mistake, he shewed his desire to cor= 
rect it. He did come down to the house 
the following day, and state that he h 
been wrong in the date of Mr. Fox’s letter; 
that it'was not of the 26th of March, but of 
the 20th of April. [p. 82.] But the merecor- 
rection of the date, without applying that 
correction to the state of the argument be. 


the negociation with France,.of which not} tween us, was of little importance, except 
one word was mentioned to parliament :|so far as it evinced the noble lord’s can- 


for it might ve 


well’be a clear case that}dour. It was not the mere mistake of 


it was adviseable to vindicate Hanover by| dates, but of facts, and of consequences, 


with Prussia, if there were no other | that was matter of important consideration. 


wayof attaining the same object,—while,|—But, in truth, I cannot help thinking 


df wewere at the same moment attempt-|that the nobie lord’s recollection still de- 


ing to gain the same object by negociation|ceives him. I cannot now believe that mi- 


with France, it mi 
Vill. 


~ 


ght be matter of very |nisters really thought the negociation with 
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France at an end on the 20th of April; 
‘because if they did so, I cannot frame to 
my own imagination 4 plausible excuse for 
their not baving communicated the nego- 
ciation, so far as it had gone, to parliament. 
They certainly were proud enough of it— 
justly—be it soAnd then what a help 
would it have been to any future negocia- 
tion, to have had the sanction of parlia- 
ment to so much as had already been 
done? To have had the determination not 
to treat except conjointly with Russia adopt- 
ed and approved by parliament,would have 
been the securest way of disappointing 


subsequent attempt to disunite us. 
That alone would have prevented M. D’Ou- 


bril’s separate treaty. ‘Thatalone would have 
spared us the unlucky refinement of ‘¢ sepa- 
tately in form, but substantially in concert 
with each other.” It would have given pub- 
icity, and with publicity, stability to our 
connection with Russia; it would have baf- 
fled the policy of France; and saved 
Prussia from ruin. But, sir, they could 
not believe the negociation to be at an end. 
This is the apology which I must make for 
the noble lord and his colleagues, in spite 
of bis own disclaimer of it.—True it is, 
that there was a pause in the French cor- 


respondence after Mr. Fox’s letter of the 


20th of April. But why? Because that 
letter was so formidably decisive as the 
noble lord would fain represent it? No 


‘ such thing. Because the negociation with 


England was itself but a secondary matter 
in Buonaparte’s estimation, and kept pace 
exactly with the progress of the other 
more important transactions which he had 
in hand: because the same courier who 
carried to M. Talleyrand Mr. Fox’s clear 
and explicit letter of the 20th of April, 
catried also the copy, of that still more 
clear and explicit document, the king’s 
_ Message, which announced our hostilities 
with Prassia. And well might M. ‘Talley- 
rand pause; well might he rest and lie 
‘upon his Sars for some short interval, after 
an effort so masterly and so successful ; 
‘well might he grow comparatively careless 
‘and languid in the prosecution of the ne- 
gociation with England, when the object 
or which principally that negociation 
shad. been undertaken was accomplished ! 
* look,” he might say to his master, “ look 
‘at the work of the last 3 months. You 
‘apprehended the union of Prussia with the 
‘two great surviving powers of the confe- 
deracy; you wished to punish Prussia, to 
‘insulate her, to have her at your mercy. 


It is done. Three months haye changed 
every thing according to your wish. In. 
stead of Prussia plotting with England and 
Russia jointly against France, behold Prus. 
sia at war with Eugland; and England 
and Russia separately negociating for 
peace !"—-But to continue and secure to 
Buonaparte this beneficial state of things, 
it was necessary that the negociation with 
England should be resumed. Else we 
might have begun to see that war with - 
that Power, by whose aid alone we could 
ever hope to make head effectually againsg. 
France, was not precisely the policy most 
consonant to our interests; and we might, 
possibly have corrected it before it was yet 
too late. ‘ What?’ says the noble lord, 
‘ would. your policy have abandoned Hae 
nover?’ I answer this question by another, 
‘Has your policy recovered Hanover ?’ 
‘What, would you bave made common 
cause with Prussia while you had such 
ground of complaint against her unre- 
dressed ?’ I hope we are making, or ready, 
to make, common cause with Prussia now; 
and I do not see what great benefit we 
have derived from waiting till now to do 
so.—To prevent our recurring to this polis. 
cy, however, at a period when it might 
have been more advantageous to us, M. 
Talleyrand resumed the negociation ; and 
then came the message through Jord Yar- 
mouth ; and then came the separate treaty 
of M. D’Oubril; a treaty in which, most 
fortunately for us, Buonaparte and _his- 
minister were betrayed by the intoxication 
of the success, which had so far attended 
their plans, into the demand of such terms 
as it was impossible for the emperor of 
Russia to ratify; and then came. those 
tedious bickerings, those perplexed and 
wearisome discussions about the ufi possi- 
detis, contrived, as it would seem, for the 
express purpose which France had at heart, 
of gaining time, of absorbing our whole 
attention, of making the continent vanish 
from our view ;, and thus was the negociar 
tion protracted till the fate of Prussia was 
ripe; and then Buonaparte left Paris for 
the field of battle (to conquer Hanover for 
England—no doubt!) and ‘ the farce” 
(as lord Bauderdale properly calls it) was 
at. length permitted) to conclade—And 
after all this, the noble lord gravely asks 
‘what advantage to France?”. And after 
all this, he adds, ‘‘ what detriment to 
Great Britain ?’—Really and sincerely, sir, 


Lam ata loss to account for the protrac- 


tion of the negociation on our part, under 


circumstances so obviously hopeless as to’ 


peace ; and so obviously disadvantageous 
to this country, if peace was not to be the 
issues But I do not concur with those who 
- lay the blame of this endless delay on 
lord Lauderdale, still less on lord  Yar- 
mouth, and his production of his full 
jowers. The assertion that lord Yar- 
mouth’s production of his full powers 
pledged this country to the continuance of 
the regociation, (p. 136) I will vot say is 
unfounded ; but I confess it is to me per- 
perfectly unintelligible. At all events, 
lord Y.’srecall put anend to that difficulty ; 
and with -him and his full powers the nego- 
ciation might properly have ended. As to 
lord Lauderdale, [am loth to notice what 
I think an idle challenge, which has been 
thrown out to those who disapprove of the 
length of his stay at Paris, to point out 
any earlier period at which he could pro- 
perly have come away. There are many 
such periods. The very first refusal of 
passports was one ; the insolent excuse as- 
signed for that refusal in M. Talleyrand’s 
note of the 10th of August, (p. 161) an ex- 
cuse in fact amounting to the declaration 
that M. Talleyrand will again withhold 
the passports required, if he again thinks 
it advisable to do sv,—was another; the 
first official denial of the basis was another ; 
the period of lord Lauderdale’s discovery 
‘ that the negociation was “ all a farce,” 
was another. At any one of these periods 
lord L. might have come away, and I 
should have thought him wght in doing so. 
But I do not therefore blame him for not 
having taken astep of so much delicacy on 
- any of these occasions. Lord L. stood in 
a situation of great difficulty. An erroron 
the side of war might have been less for- 
iven than one on the side of peace. And 
say that it is the habit of this coun- 
try, I think I may add of this house, 
rather to lean hard upon our foreign minis- 
ters, and not to make sufficient allowance 
for the heavy responsibility under which 
they often have to act, in circumstances, of 
which we do not see the difficulty, till we 
see at the same view how it has been got 
over. I should gladly have excused lord 
L. if his patience bad been sooner exhaust- 
ed: but I am not unwilling to own he may 
have judged more wisely in stretching it to 
the utmost: and to the ability with which 
he conducted the business of his mission, 
and executed his instructions, I bear my 
testimony as unequivocally as any of his 
_ friends who have been most forward in his 
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commendation.—But the commendation of 
lord L, is not an apology for the govern- 
ment; what they can have had in view is 
utterly inscrutable. Beaucoup se 
pare,” was the constant language of M. 
Talleyrand, ‘ we are meditating great 
things ;” and the event has proved that he 
spoke truth. Had we any mighty pre- 
parations on foot, which it required the 
cloak of a negociation to conceal? Had 
we any great stroke of policy to execute? 
any splendid enterprise to achieve, which 
was to burst forth upon the world at the 
termination of the negociation, “as a coun- 
terpart to the battle of Jena? No; but 
our gain, it seems, is of another sort, We 
have gained a thorough knowledge of the 
ambition and artifice of the enemy! We 
have brought away the conviction that a 
peace was not attainable; such a peace at 
least as this country ought to be satisfied 
to conclude. A great gain, uo doubt, to 
those to whom this knowledge. was alto- 
gether new: but having been for about 
14 years impressed with that opinion of the 
enemy which is now said to be put beyond 
all question, I am perhaps the less sensible 
of the advantage. A salutary conviction I- 
am ready to allow, for those who went in 
search of such a peace in the sanguine ex~ 
pectation of finding it; but to me who did 
not suppose it possible even to expect such 
a peace at this time, the experiment, if 
not altogether superfluous, appears at least 
to have been unnecessarily long.—But this 
is not all; we have established to our own 
satisfaction the justice of our cause. Here 
again I am unfortunately insensible of the 
value of what has been gained; for from 
the beginning of the war in 179% (for I 
reckon as nothing the interval of peace) I 
have never doubted the justice of the 
cause of this country against revolutionary 
France. Iam astranger therefore to those 
transports which recent proselytism may 
experience.—But let us not depreciate 
these advantages, since they are all we have 
to boast of. If among those upon whom | 
the new light has dawned, there should be 
any in high trust and confidence with their 
sovereign; if there be any member of the 
cabinet who required at this time of day to 
be convinced, that G. Britain was upon 
the whole in the right against France ; if 
there be any one who held it as his creed, 
that. France—poor Frauce—had hitherto 
been more sinned against than sinning,” 
and who is by the result of this negociation 
converted to-a belief more favourable to 
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‘his country; I am willing to rejoice in his, 
conversion. But let me hope of sucha 
man, that though his conviction is only of: 
this date, he bas the candour to.carry back 
the effect and operation of it. to those pe- 
riods and transactions, in his judgment of 
which he must now more than suspect he 
was mistaken. Those who have arraigned 
former ministers for want. of good faith and 
of pacific disposition in all preceding nego- 
Giations, and have given the enemy credit 
for the qualities which they denied to their 
country, must now begin to suspect that 
they were not always well-founded in their 
suspicions, or scrupulously just in. their 
praise. If they have the candour, if they 
have the modesty to arrogate to themselves 

e pretension that their accession ty office 
has. totally changed the character of Bri- 
tish councils, they will still be puzzled to 
shew how it should also have operated a 
change, in a precisely opposite direction, 
upon those of the enemy; and if they 
cannot do this, and if their earnest and 
anxious desire of honourable peace has 
been baffled and disappointed by the un- 
reasonable ambition, the extravagant pride 
and passion of the French government— 
what ground can they have now for doubt- 
"ing that the negociations of former minis. 
ters were conducted with the same sincerity, 
and failed only from the same causes ?— 
In this.view, the faith which has been im- 
bibed by such illustrious converts, is mat- 
ter of real joy ; it must contribute to the 
satisfaction of the country, as well as to 
the unanimity of the. cabinet. It is cer- 
tainly no sr all satisfaction, that the since- 
rity of Mr. Pitt in his attempts for peace, 
questioned as it has so often been by those 
whom I now see sitting opposite to me, 
should be vindicated, even according to 
their own confession, by the result of Mr, 
Fox’s negociations with France; and it 


may be of no small advantage to the} 


‘ state, in the present composition of the 
government, that the conduct of the nego- 
ciations of Basle, of Paris, and of Lisle, 
should at length be fully justified in the 
eyes of the colleagues of lord Grenville.— 
And this suggests to me yet another ad- 

“vantage of the same sort, which has not 
been so much dwelt upon, but which I 
think scarcely inferior in importance. There 
is an end, I hope for ever, of the doctrine 
of being ‘“‘ agreeable to the enemy.” 
France is vo Peaperter of persons. ‘The 
single rule for the conduct of a British 
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Great Britain.—I amnot aware ofany other 
advantages which we. can be supposed to. 
have derived from this negociation. But 
itisatanend. ‘The course which is now 
before us, cannot be mistaken ; and I trust 
we shall inanfully pursue it, The countr 

has the means, and I am confident it hag 
the spirit and determination, to persevere 
with firmness in a struggle, from which 
there is no escape or retreat; and which 
cannot be concluded, with safety to Great. 
Britain, but in proportion as with that 
object is united the liberty and tranquillity 
of Europe.—We have come out of this 


negociation, in one respect, with honour 


as having maintained in substance our faith 
with our allies. I attach the full value to 
this circumstance, and give ministers. full 
credit for it. 
stated freely what I think of their conduct; 
and I should uot patiently bear to be told, 


that in doing so I have transgressed the 


bounds of my duty, as an Englishman, or 
as a member of parliament.—I have in- 
deed heard it said, that in making such obs 


servations as I have taken the liberty to. 


make, in pointing out the errors of minis- 


ters, in dwelling upon what (if wrong at - 


all) are represented as merely slips in the 
declaration, persons who have taken that 


part have been guilty of petty cavilling, 


and have exposed the weakness of their 
own cause, Cause? What cause? I have 
no cause in this business, but the cause of 
my country. I know not bow I can better 
serve that than by enquiring into the way 
in which it has beev managed by. those who 
have had the conduct of it; and:if it has 
in any part been misconducted, it is better 
that we should find out the fault ourselves, 
than leave it to the detection and com- 
ments of the enemy,—But it must indeed 


be a mismanagement beyond any thing that 


I-have dreamt of imputing to ministers, 
that could so far change the respective po- 
sitions of us and our enemy, as to put him 
wholly in the right and us in the wrong. 


Pity itis, if in any one particular, appear-, 


ances have been suffered to be against us. 
It is for that reason that the slips in the 
declaration (if such they be), are to be 
deeply regretted and deplored.—It is 
deeply to be regretted, that an assertion 
should have gone forth to the world, in the 


sacred name of his majesty, which cannot. 


be substantiated by facts. It is deeply to 


be regretted that the misconception (to, 
give it no harsher namie) from which this, 


_ statesman is, attachment to the interests of 


false assertion flowed, should have perva- ~ 


In other respects, I have. 


ded so large a portion of the negociation, 
should. have exhausted so much fruitless 
reasoning, and wasted so much precious 
time, and led to the omission or misuse of 
opportunities which it may be impossible 
to retrieve. And it is subject, not of bar- 
ren regret only, but of prospective anxiety 
and of exhortation to ministers, that they 
should revert as quickly as possible to the 
pursuit of those objects, and. that policy, 
from which they have been so unfortunately 
and unaccountably led astray ; and should 
seek to recover those advantages which in 


_the hopeless pursuit of unattainable peace 


they were unavoidably tempted to abandon 
—the advantages of acordial.co-operation 
‘with all the remaining powers of the con- 
tinent.—Sir, I understand the amendment 
of the hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread) has 
been disposed of. It is hardly necessary 
to say, that my vote is given most cordially 
against it. I cannot agree with him, that 
such a peace appears to have been within 
our reach, as would alone justify his insinu- 
ation, that a favourable opportunity has 
been thrown away. I do not wonder in- 
deed at his indignation, at finding himself 
left alone in opinions which he has held for 
s0 Many years in common with many of 
those who sit around him. Consistently 
with those opinions, the hon. gent. had 
a right to press such an amendment, and 
to expect a very different reception of it. 
I certainly rejoice in that change of opinion 
which leaves him without support ; though, 
perhaps, I, like him, may be surprised at 
it. But 1 am still more surprised that, 
having determined to make no peace but 
one of a very different character from that 
with which the hon, gent. would have been 


satisfied, his honourable friends should 


have been eight months in making the dis- 
covery, that a peace of a higher character 
was not to be obtained.—With respect to 
the address itself, I should be very loth in- 
deed upon any slight ground to break in 
upon, that unanimity which is so desirable 
in a vote which is to assure his majesty of 


_ the support of his people ; and which may 


be. considered as addressed, in a certain 
degree, to the enemy and to Europe. My 
only difficulty arises from those general 
expressions of lamentation at the issue of 
the negociation, in which 1 canuot concur, 
without at least explaining and qualifying 
my concurrence. Regret or satisfaction at 
any event depends, in a great degree, upon 
comparison, We compare what we have 
missed, with what remains to us instead of 
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it; and it is thus, in. certain cases, verg 
possible to rejoice at having missed what 
iwas positively a good, or to regret what 
;would have been a positive evil.--Thus, 
war is undoubtedly per se a great calamity, 
and peace an inestimable blessing; but 
}war may yet be felt to be preferable to an 
finglorious and insecure peace, the 
other hand, an ingloriows and insecure 
peace is to be deprecated as an evil; yetit 
is possible that a war may be so conducted 
as to render even such a peace am object 
of desire.—Ministers have so contrived as 
to make this a question of no small doubt 
and perplexity. They make the choice 
‘between peace and war difficult, or, pere 
haps, almost indifferent. When 1 perase 
their negociations, and see'to what-sort of 
a peace alone they could have led; with 
‘what chance of security, with what hope 
of permanence; I am inclined to congra» 
tulate- myself on the- escape from such a 
peace to a continuance of the war > buton 
the other hand, when:I- observe what sort 
of a war the right hon. gent.. (Mr. Winds 
ham) carries on, I can scarce refrain frong 
casting back a wishful look at the negocias 
tion.—If the war were conducted with that 
ability which we had: a right to expect | 
from the: character which the present: ade 
ministration gave of themselves, or suffer« 
ed to be given of them by those nearest:in 
their confidence, and fron the unsparing 
censure and contempt which they lavished 
on the exertions of their predecessors in 
office; if it were conducted with» that 
vigour which the country has: a right to 
demand at their hands, trusting them as‘it 
does, with all its means, and seconding 
them with all its zeal and exertiun ;. ifany 
blow had been struck against the enemy ‘in 
the course of the year, during which these 
ministers have wielded the whole:strengtl 
of the empire; if every effort had been 
made, or even every disposition manifests 
ed, to give heart-and hope-to the nations 
of the continent,—so that out: of such 
war might arise the promise of an honours 
able, a secure, and a permanent’ peace 
unquestionably, in that situation of thi 
the rupture of the late-negociation wou 
be matter of unqualified. joy, and Icould 
not bring myself to concur in lamenting 
it.—But if the warthat is to come; is to 
be the counterpart of that which we-have 
hitherto witnessed ‘since: the accession of 
the present administration; if the events 
and exertions of the last ten months are'to 
be taken. as the sample: and: the measure 
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of our. activity and achievements ; if, while 
_ the enemy insultingly tell us at-every step 
_ of the’ negociation, beaucoup’ se 'prépare;” 
and telling» us so, uniformly keep: their 
word,—on our part such opportunities are 
to be: thrown away as ‘have existed for the 
 Jast-three» months, and as exist still, had 
_ we the) spirit'to take advantage of them; 
if Buonaparte may traverse the continent 
of Eurdpe: to: its furthest extremities, and 
_ drain France of ‘her last ‘man, relying as 
fearlessly and as securely upon our supine- 
ness, oursloth, ‘and our despondency, as 
he could have done upon our faithful ob- 
servance of the stipulations. of the most ad- 


with France. 


[down as a basis by his majesty’s govern- 
‘ment in the first instance, was answered by 
‘another, who maintained that it was'rejects 
ed by the French negociators at the very 
outset. It certainly could not be unsatis.) 
factory to'his majesty’s ministers, to see’ 
the diseussion carried on in such a manner’ 
'that'their opponents completely answered 
each other, and left their cause triumphant, 
There was ‘another satisfaction they had 
obtained from the right hon. gent.’s speech, 
which was his unqualified admission that: 
he was now convinced tle overture came 
from the enemy. He had also expressed 
some degree of satisfaction at the good’ 


vantageous treaty. of peace; and,’ lastly, | faith maintained towards our allies, though” 


if that disheartening maxim, to which 
have already. had oceasion to refer with 
sorrow and shaine ; that maxim which was 
so deeply: impressed upon the mind of the 
government, even ‘so long ago as the begin- 
ning of :the negociation, that it overflowed 
in confidential communication to France 
herself; the maxim that there is nothing so 
chimérical as any new project of continen- 
tal confederacy against France; if that, I 
say, ene terre and prevails with all the 
additional weight which it may’ have. ac- 


that satisfaction he now expressed withsome 
qualification. He feared the effects of an 
opinion which he supposed to have pre 
vailed on the Continent, that a separation 
of the interests of this country and Russia 
had taken place. There had, however, 
been no secrecy preserved on the situation 
of Great Britain and Russia, and during’ 
the last year it was evident tu all the world 
that their relations never had been more in- 
timate. The right hon. gent. was com. 
pletely mistaken when he imagined that it 


quired from the. unfortunate events which },was these negociations which had disheart- 


have taken place, since it was first promul- 
gated; then indeed seeing little to expect 
from such a war, conducted on such prin- 
ciples, under such auspices, and with no 
better hopes in the minds of those who have 
the-charge of it, I can in that sense join in 
expressing my regret at the failure of the 
negociation; and with that explanation I 
am willing to vote for the address as it 
chord. Henry Petty:said, that after the ex- 
cellent speech of his noble friend (lord 
Howick) which remained in almost every 
_part:unanswered, he did not think it ne- 
eessary to detain the house by many ob- 
servations. He certainly thought there 
had been no cause for the surprise express- 
ed by the right hon. gent. who spoke last, 
at.the silence of the side of the house on 
which-heisat, after hearing. the speech of 
is: friend (Mr, Whitbread). By this 
silence they had the opportunity ofavailing 
_ themselves: of, the answer of the right hon. 
t. to the opinion of one who thought 
= Freach had been sincere in every part 
of the negociation ; they had the advantage 
of seeing opposed the opinion of another, 
. who considered: the French to have been 
insincere throughout the whole. One who 


ened Prussia, and hurried her into the war 
with France. Nocommunication made by 
France to Prussia of what was then pass- 
ing, if any such communication ever’ was 
made, could have produced the effect he 


Mr. Fox’s letter to Talleyrand, in which it 
is admitted that there was no longer any 
chance of organizing a combination against 


find that the treaty of offensive and defen- 
sive alliance betwen Prussia and France 
was signed one month before the date of 
that letter. 
any communication of the negociation 
made by France, could have instigated’ 
Prussia to her subsequent rash conduct. 
The right hon. gent. had said that he would 
look at no evidence of lord Yarmouth’s, 
but the paper he communicated to his mae 
jesty’s government; but the right bon, 


geut. must know: that the paper to which: 
he referred was a memorandum of a verbal’ 
Why then so much ob.’ 


communication. 
jection to this verbal evidence ? The hon. 
gent. considered Sicily as an exception to 
the basis of the uti possidetis. 
stance, however, the enemy had been more 


liberal, for, on the subject of that island, ' 


maintained the uti possidetis was not.laid 


‘Talleyrand said to lord Yare’ 


had supposed. Let him look at the date of 


France on the Continent, and he would’ 


It was impossible, then, that’ 


In 
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‘ factory answer respecting Sicily, though in 


. jatentions of his noble friend, as well as 


. the political death of Mr. Fox. .If his 


' tions given to lord Yarmouth with the ‘first 


_ Butdid she succeed, or were his majesty’s 
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mouth, 1’avez, nous ne vous la deman- 
duns pas.” was ditlicult to discover 
upon what ground the right hon. gent. sup- 
the French: negociators:denied that 
the basis of uti possidetis. had been adinit- 
teds» Let him Jook atthe papers, and he 
would find :it stated by lord Lauderdale, 
that when the admission of that basis wa: 
urged by lord» Yarmouth, general Clarke 
did not deny it, but pretended that it had 
been talked of: in’ loose conversations, 
which .he described as “ romans politi- 
was certainly a very different 
thing from-a denial. If a bill was pre- 
sented to the right hon. gent. for accep- 
tance, and ‘he was to: say, that when he 
put his name to it, he meant nothing but a 
joke, that surely would not amount to a 
denial of his having accepted it. He would 
in that case at least. acknowledge the fact 
of his having signed the bill. The noble 
lord then applauded the zeal . displayed 
throughout the negociation by lord Yar- 
mouth, but regretted that he had produced 
his full powers before he received a satis- 


that instance he did full credit to the good 


in every other stage of the transactions. 
In:reply to what had fallen from his hon. 
friend (Mr. Whitbread), he contended that 
no.change of system had taken place in his 
majesty’s government after what was called 


hou. friend would compare the instruc- 


demand made by lord Lauderdale en his 
arrival in Paris, he would find the basis of 
the: uti possidetis distinctly mentioned in 
both. ‘This was a proof that the principle 
of the negociation remained unaltered. To 
the assertion of the credulity of ministers, 
it was only necessary to oppose a contrary 
asseruon, since.it was incumbent on those 
who: maintained that opinion, to point out 
the instances in. which his majesty’s mini- 
sters. had been duped; no such thing had, 
however, been attempted. . Every negoci- 
ation was liable to some disadvantage, from 
the suspence it occasioned, and at a time 
when there was an active concert of allied 
powers against a common enemy, it might 
prove injurious; but at the same time, 
when the third coalition had been destroy- 
ed, what ivjury of this kind could arise? 
If, France had. jany sinister object in pro- 
tracting the negociation, it could only be 
the separation of this couritry and Russia. 


with France, 


ministers ‘in that. instance duped 
enemy? The. noble lord lamented that uo 
very immediate prospect opened of a 
storation of the tranquillity of Europe, but: 


to the ambition and domination of France; 
one step to which he believed, under Pro- 
-vidence, had been, accomplished in’ that’ 
close union of England and Russia,’a coun- 
try: which the machinations of France had 
now bound to us more intimately than ever. 
Heconsidered the good faith, candour, and” 
moderation of this:country, as Cconspicu- 
ously set forth in the papers before the 
house. He was one of those who. lamented 
most deeply the death of that great and il« 
lustrious person who commenced the work 
of negociation, so short a time before the 
stroke of death cut the thread of his life— 


vent from being serviceable to his:country 
and mankind. Bat it had pleased 
\vidence to give him the opportanity: of 
putting upon record those principles.of mo~ 
deration, good faith,-and justice, by which 
he was guided, in those writings. Out of 
such transactions as these arose the per+ 
manent honour and glory of states: these 
were lasting, while others were transitory.: 
Thus was national honour and true public 
glory preserved, and handed down to late 
posterity. These papers would form a volume 
in the history of the present times, highly ho= 
nourable to the great person who commen- 
ced them, and to those who conducted themz 

Mr. Perceval asked, whether it was in« 
tended to report this: address to-morrow; 
as in that case he would not trouble the 
house at the late hour to which the debate 
bad been protracted, but would state what 
he had to say, on bringing up the report. ; 

Lord Howick thought: it an unusuat 
course of proceeding, to adjourn a debate 
upon the subject of an address ‘where the 
house was unanimous as to the general obs 
ject of that address. He had no wish to 


the house, and however long. his speech 
might be, he assured. him he would listers 
to it with patiences: tat 

‘Mr. Perceval took» a review of all the 
circumstances counected with the nego- 
ciation, from which drew these conclu 
sions ; that the enemy were never seriously 


the dupes of the artifice of the French go- 
vernment. The object.of the enemy tor 
engaging in the negociation-u as to off 
England against Russia, aud to compel 


trusted that some check would yet'be give 


a life which nothing but death could: pres 


prevent the learned gent. from addressing — 


desirous of peace,’ and that ministers were 


by 
Cts 
ty | | 
18s’ 
ee 
er: | 
ed | 
it, | i 
id | 
h, | 
d | 
| 
> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


M.d’ Oubril to sign such a treaty as they 
wished, by persuading him.that the British 
government was on the point of concluding 
@ separate peace.. He considered, as a 


. subject.of deep regret, that aman of Mr.. 


Fox’s great talents and incorruptible mind, 
had been betrayed into a private and con. 
fidential correspondence with such aman 
as his attached! friend M. Talleyrand. He 
blamed ministers for not having sooner put 
an end to the negociation, and declared:his 
firm conviction that no peace could take 
place with France, at least such a peace as 
would be worthy of the acceptance of this 
country, as long as the force and councils 
of that country were directed by two such 
men as Buonaparte and Talleyrand. He 
then adverted to the situation of this coun- 
try in relation to America. He said he 
understood that a Treaty of Amity had 
been concluded between us within these 
few days. He:disapproved of the manner 
in which our affairs had been conducted 
with the United States, forthey had terrified 
us into a compliance. with their object; 
and if ‘there had been a spark of spirit in 
his: majesty’s councils, that disposition 
would have been resisted. They had passed 
a law by which our goods were prohibited 
to be: imported into their territories, and 
this: law he understood to have been actu- 
ally enforced. The government. of this 
country: ought not to have acted in compli- 
ance with this dictatorial proceeding; we 
should. have said that we disdained to treat 
with the United States of America, with a 
pistol at our breast ; and that until they 
repealed that act by which the importation 
of our goods was prohibited, we would not 
treat with them at all. He observed also, 
that as France had adopted a course by 
which neutrals were prevented from tra- 
ding ‘with us, we could easily retaliate, by 
taking care that no neutrals should trade 
withthem until the goods should first have 
paid a duty in our ports; and this was not 
difficult for us under the present condition 
of things, for we were now literally mas- 
ters.of the whole trade of the world, as 
far as related to carrying any thing by sea. 
These. were: matterswhich required serious 
consideration under the present condition 
of things, for if we were so disposed, we 
gould levy a very heavy tax on our ene- 
mies, which they would be compelled to 


‘pay, or perish almost for wantof many 


articles of. commerce. Having made these 
ebservations, he must confess that the sup- 


port of: the govexament inthe most vigor- 


ais} PARL. DEBATES, 1807.-Négociathon'with France: [41g 


ous prosecution of the war, was a thing sg 
obviously just and necessary, and the good’ 
Intentions of government were in this nes 
‘gociation so manifest, and the good faith’ 
observed to our allies so entirely honour. 
able, that he felt no difficulty whatever in’ 
-assenting to the address most cordially, » 

Lord Howick made.a very animated reply,’ 
and we are sorry that the hour at which he 
rose precludes us from following him in de. 


whad had fallen from the’ last’ speaker. oy 
Language had been. used, he: observed, 
‘member towards another sitting on the 


scoffs, taunts, and insinuations which had 
been employed were directed against one 
who was now no more,’ and whose answer 
the learned gent. knew he had noreason to 
dread. He had ‘commented: with ‘much 
|asperity on an attachment which he 
posed had been formed between Mr. Fox 
and M. Talleyrand. Where did he learn 


He could assure the hon. and learned gent, 
that no intimate friendship subsisted bes 


the relation in which they stood with res 
spect to each other was that of common 
acquaintance, and they had no intimacy 
but that which had arisen in social inter. 
course. An extract only of one letter, 
which passed between them, had been 
given, because the remainder was of a pris 
vate nature. But was the learned gent, 
warranted on that account in supposing the 
remainder of the letter contained somes 
thing improper ? He could assure him that 
there was no part of the correspondence of 
which his majesty’s ministers were ignorant, 
Nay, he could further assure him, that 
every line written by Mr. Fox to M. Tal- 
leyrand was seen by the king. The noble 
lord then replied to some of the arguments 
used by Mr. Canning and Mr, Whitbread. 
The hon. gent. he observed, blamed his 
majesty’s’ ministers for having done too 
much in the way of negociation, while his 


doing too little; but he thought it was not 
alittle in their favour, that they had steer+ 
ed.a middle course between the two ex- 
tremes. The pamphlet which had been 
alluded to, shewed: from the total igno- 
rance with which it was written, that it 
could come from ng official authority, a8 
insinuated. As to:the prosecution hinted 


tail. He ‘noticed::with much ahimation 
the subject of Mr. Fox's correspondence, : 
which would have been unbecoming in one 


bench opposite to bim,’and yetuall’ the’ 


that any such attachment ever existed? 


tween M. Talleyrand and Mr. Fox. All 


hon.. friend and relation blamed them for ~ 
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‘ duct the present war as he had done those 


Bouchier, deputy clerk: of 'thecrown in Ire 


4i7) 


at, he could only say, that those’ within’ 
whose department’ such proceedings came,’ 
would, if they thought fit, prosecute it.’ 
With regard to his hon. friend’s question,| 
are we to be shut out from all prospect 
ofipeace ?-he could only answer by saying, 
that, unless.a change took place in the 


temper and character of the French go-} 


yernment, peace must, in bis view of the 
subject, be considered as very distant. 
The chief of that government, it appeared, 
had lately stated that he would not con- 


jiy:which he was before engaged. had 
declared that he would not leave the shores 
of the Baltic, nor evacuate any of the 
countries of whieh he might take posses- 
sion, unless this country gave up her mari~ 
time conquests, This was what England 
never could submit to. She must resist a 
pretension to which it would be dishonour- 
able to yield, or the enemy must: abandon 
it, There was ‘here no choice, the honour 
ofthe country must atall hazards be main- 
tdined and vindicated, or we must sink un-’ 
der the attack meditated against us. This 
was a melancholy prospect for humanity, 
but it was one which rose out of the unfor-) 
tunate state of the continent, and it se- 
riously called for the pledge of supporting 
his majesty in the vigorous ‘prosecution of 
the war, which was contained in the ad- 
dress he had moved. ~ 
Mr. Perceval said, that with respect to 
the word ‘* attached,” he had taken it. 
from the ‘Correspondence: if the noble 
lord would refer to No. I. of the Papers, 
(see p. 93.) he would there find that 
Mr. Fox, in addressing M. Talleyrand, 
had subscribed himself “* with ‘the most 
perfect attachment.” — The address’ was 
then put’and carried, and the house ad- 
journed at five o’clock on Tuesday morning. 
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othet election petitions from these respec 
tive places. 

[TuetrorD Erection.] The order of 
the day for resuming the adjourned debate 
on the question of granting a further day 
for the hearing of the Thetford Election 
Petition, being read, 

Mr: Whitbread rose and said, that he 
‘was the more confident in soliciting, on be- 
half of the petitioner, a more distant day 
than had been ‘already fixed upon, when he 
considered that it was an indulgence gene- 
rally granted’ by that house, and which the 
sitting ‘member was seldom ’lnwilling to 
accede to. From’ what’ had fallen from an 
hon, member (Mr. Mingay) in the begin- 
ning’ of this’ discussion, he believed that 
that gentleman was under a mistake in 
-snpposing that there was but one unquali- 
‘fied voter dnly objected to among those of 
the corporation who composed that gen- 
tleman’s majority; but he wasinstracted fo 
state that there were three, four, or more 
persons admitted to vote‘ for the sitting 
member who’ were not electors, whose 
pretence to the right of suffrage was foun- 
ded upon an illegal claim ; and though an 
undisputed possession of franchise for a li- 
mited time made that right of suffrage va- 
lid, yet that time not being yet expired, 
the objections ‘had been made within the 
period prescribed ‘by law, and of course 
no argument in favour of those votes could 
be drawn from the fact of possession. The 
sitting member had said, that the court 
of king’s bench, if applied to for a guo war- 
ranto, would not hear such application. - 
The hon. gent. said he would contend fi 
it, that that court could not refuse such a 
plication, because the time limited by la 
was 6 years. Now, those, voters’ had exer- 
cised this elective capacity only 5 years, 
and consequently the time for confirming 
|a doubtful franchise was not yét expired. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: © But there was another circumstance : the 


Tuesday, January 6.00 

o[Mrvurzs.] ‘The deputy. usher of the 
black rod required the’ attendance of ‘the 
house: dt the bar of the house‘ of peers, 
where the royal assent was ‘given by eom- 
mission to the Controverted Elections Tri- 
abbill—-The speaker informed the house} 
that: he had ‘received: a letter from’ Mri 


land, ‘stating, that’ he bad’ received: peti- 
tions complaining ‘of undue éleetions® ih 
Dublin, ‘Newry, ‘and Mayo county.—It 
was ordered, that’ these petitions be taken 
into ‘consideration the ‘same days as ‘the 


petitioner did not know of the illegality of 
two of the voters objected to, till'lon after 
the beginning of the term, and yet. it ‘was 
objected to’ Him Ly the sitting member, 
that the petitioner did not apply to the 
court’ of. king’s bench against those voters, 
of thé validity of whose franchise the peti- 
tioner had not at that time any doubt, Hg 

'then' moved, thatthe order of the day for 
hearing thé Thetford Election petition be 
discharged." 
Mingay contended that the questio 

thet before the house was not whether the 


king’s bench would receive or reject any- 
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application; that might be made.to it /on 
bebalf of the petitioner, but whether that. 
house would, in this so comparatively un- 
important a case, make a precedent that 
‘might in all future cases of this, kind be 
productive of consequences the most se- 
Tious: five years ago, the persons objected 
to voted for the petitioner; and was the’ 
‘house now to be told, that this was the first 
time the petitioner had discovered those al- 
leged. inadequacies? After, a five years’ 
dream, he, the petitioner awaked, and disco- 
_vered for the first time, that certain persons 
_who had voted for him upon a former oc- 
casion, now that they voted against him, 
‘were from the beginning incompetent to 
vote. There was one. fact, that he could 
not pass by. It had been said, that four 
or more voters were objected to. He (Mr. 
M.) assured the house, that there were not 
More than two objected to at the time of 
‘voting, upon the ground of not being fran- 
chised, as the third was objected to not up- 
 onthis ground, but as haying some employ- 
‘ment in the post-office. . He, said that, an- 
‘xlously'as he waited for the decision of that 
‘house upon what he would call a vexatious 
Pegcreding, he ‘should, however, bow to 
that decision with unfeigned humility and 
Mr. Tierney said, that he ought not to 
be anxious to speak on a question appa-. 
‘rently agitating the feelings of two gentle- 
men, for each of whom he felt so much. 
respect. He should, however, remove all 
‘such personal considerations from his mind, 
‘and cobsider merely the simple fact of a 
‘petitioner asking for a more distant day 
than that already fixed upon for hearing 
his ‘petition; though in the case of. peti- 
tions the granting a further day was by no’ 
means ah unusual indulgence, yet he was,’ 
‘upon the general principle, an enemy to’ 
‘delay in such cases. But he thought the 
Tesent case sufficiently exempted from the. 
genera rule by its peculiar circumstances, 
he petitioner desires a further day as in- 
‘dispensable to the object of his petition— 
‘the sitting mentber, on the other hand, 
‘does not el that any possible inconve- 
nience can arise to him from this delay, 
It was objected, too, that the petitioner did 
‘ not make an earlier application to the king’s 
‘election. took place on, the 
4th of November, and the day next but 
one was the first day of term, and yet it 
was’asked why the petitioner did not. pre- 
pare all the’ nécéssariés for'an application 
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of November, though be was not ati that 
time apprised of, the inadequacy to, vote of 
two of the persons objected to. He should 
think it a monstrous injustice to refuse the 
application for a longer day. 

The Attorney-General conceived that the 
house was now about to exercise a judicial 
function, and that it should pause before it 
would rashly go to establish a precedent, 
The hon. gent. who spoke last’ had said, 
that it was hard to expect’ that the process 
of an application for a quo warranto could 
have been made within the first. day. of 
term; but the hon. gent. should recollect, 
that though term did not. commence till 
the 6th, it did not end till the 28th, \and 
that it was rather suspicious that in all 
that time no step had been taken: by the 
petitioner to make such application. «As 
to the argument, that delay was not al- 
Jeged to be an inconvenience to the sitting 
member, he did not think it conclusive, 
nor should he think it fair to be compelled 
to prove his title to bis estate, merely bes 
cause that proof was entirely practicable, 
He, should therefore vote against the mo, 
tion. 

Mr. C. Wynne thought, that however it 
might be a question whether such delay 
was inconvenient to the sitting member, 
he was sure that it was inconvenient to 
that house and to the public. i 

The Solicitor-Gengral did not think that 
the house could reject the motion, consist- 
ently with justice—it had come within his 
knowledge that of three of the persons 
objected. to, one only was opposed at the 
time of tendering his vote, and that a month 
had elapsed since the election before. the 
petitioner was apprized of the illegality of 
the other two.votes. He hoped: that this 
strong circumstauce would have its due 
weight with the house. bs 

Mr. Roscoe thought,-under such circum- 
stances, that the party, must apply to the 
court of king’s bench, and therefore it must 
be: supposed, that the house would give 
them, time to. do this... The attorney? 
general had said, that this could not be 
done in so.short a time as that sought for 
by :the petitioner ;. it therefore necessarily 
fyllowed, that the decision of the question 
must extend. bcyond) the time limited ; and 
as. it. was.very possible, that persons .pre- 


senting such petitions’ might not quite un: 


derstand the Jaw as well as other, gentles 
men, it appeared ‘to him that time should 
be granted to the petitioner. ; 


court of Tay, between she and tp 


Bragge, Bathurst was of 
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opinion 
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that if parties were allowed to postpone 
questions of this nature, because they had 
énly just discovered an objection to three 
oters, they might come in a month more, 
and apply for further time, upon a disco- 
very of objections to three more electors, 
so that there would be no end to it. They 
might go’ in the first instance before the 
committee; and if an application to the 
eourt of king’s bench was then found ne- 


“eessary, they would be in no worse situa- 


tion than before. He entirely concurred 
with the attorney-general, ‘and thought 
that the house would not be justified in 


postponing the hearing to a more distant] — 


day than that already fixed upon. 

“Mr, Johnstone thought, that the petitio- 
nef had deprived himself of the benefit of 
such an application by his own act. In 
his anxiety to present his petition, it was 
lodged three or four days earlier than was 
hecessary, and consequebtly, an early day 
was appointed for taking it into considera- 
tion. Upon these and other grounds al- 
ready stated, he therefore thought the pe- 
titioner was not entitled to the indulgence 
of the house.—The question being loudly 
called for, a division took place ; when there 
appeared for the motion, 35; against it, 
§4; majority against the motion, 19. 

Exection Petition.j] The 

order of the day for postponing the consi- 
deration of the Dublin Election petition, 
being read, 
Mr. C. Wynne was of opinion, that upon 
such a subject as this, very sufficient rea- 
sons should be given, before the house 
would consent to any delay, which might 
tend to interfere with other more impor- 
tant’ public business. 

Mr. Calcraft answered, that since the 
day fixed for the consideration of the pe- 
tition in question, another petition had 
been presented against Mr. Grattan, of 
which he had not the least notice. 
city like Dublin, where there were up- 
wards of 5000 voters, it was necessary to 
scrutinize a great many, and therefore it 
was important that sufficient time should 
be granted for this purpose. He further 
observed, ‘that having received the peti- 


tion in question, he inadvertently presen- 


ted’ it ‘before he had received any parti- 
colar instructions upon it. He had since 
received'a letter from Mr. La Touche, in 
which he’ explained these circumstances. 
He, therefore, trusted the house would 
— alonger time for the consideration of 
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In a} 


fase 
| The Speaker reminded the house of the, 
rule being entered into, that no petition, 
should be postponed’ after a certain day,, 
except under the special circumstances of. 
the case. It was, therefore, for the house. 
to judge whether they would relax that 
rule upon the present application. = 
Mr. C. Wynne expressed himself per- 
fectly satisfied with the explanation of the 
hon. gent. and Mr. Shaw declared his ap. 
probation and consent to the application. 
—The petition was accordingly postponed 
until the 12th of March, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. ss. 
Wednesday, January 7, 
[Minvures.}] Mr. Hobhouse from the 
commons brought up the Malt Duty, and 
the Pension Duty bills, which were read a 
first’ time,—The Duke of Norfolk rose to 
advert toa Petition which had been laid 
on their lordships’ table, from the claimants 
to the Barony of Howard de Walden, 
That petition was upon motion referred to 
the Committee of Privilege : but it was his 
wish that the day for taking it into con- 
sideration be extended. He thereforenow 
gave notice that he should to-morrow, 
move, that the said petition be referred to, 
the Committee of Privileges, on the 10th 
HOUSE OF LORDS). 
[Mrnurtes.]. The Malt ‘and Pension. 
Duty bills were read’a third time, and pass- 
ed.—The Speaker informed the House, 
that as the Horsham Election petition was. 
to be taken into consideration to-morrow, 
lie would come dowu to the house at half= 
past three, and proceed to count the hquse. 
at a quarter-past four precisely.—Mr, Van-. 
sittart brought in a bill for granting to his 
majesty 10,500,000/. to be raised by Loans” 
or Exchequer bills, which was read a first. 
time.—Mr. Hobliousé brought up the 
nual Qualification Thdémpity bill, which. 
mas read tn 
réported to the house, that his majesty ha 
been waited pon, the Address voted 
nnaninidtisly the ‘6th instant, and that his, 
majesty ‘was graciously pleased to return. 
the following answer :—** Gentlemen, 
thank the House of Commons. for their, 
Joyal and’datiful Address ; and receive. 
‘with satisfaction the assurances of their , 
‘full convi¢tion, that the restoration of . 
Peace has ‘been prevented only by the, 
ambition aud injustice of the enemy. IT 
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rely with confidence on the. 

support ol my faithful people | in. the 
* prosecution of a contest,, manifestly con- 
“ tinued, on the part of the enemy, with 
« the hope of destroying the. power and 
“ independence of the British empire.” 
Estimatzs.] The house 
having résolved itself into a committee of 
supply, Mr. Calcraft moved, that the Es- 
’ timate of the charge of the office of ord- 
nance for Great Britain and Ireland, for the 
year 1807, beréferred to the said committee. 
Mr. Caleraft thenrose. He said, that, on 
moving the Ordnance Estimates, he felt 
much satisfaction, that it would not be ne- 
essary for him to detain the committee by 
observations of any. length; that if, how- 
ever, there were any topics that required 
further explanation, or any questions that 
gentlemen might.deem it necessary to pro- 
pose to him, should willingly, answer 
. such questions, and, if, he could, adequate- 
He had an additional satisfaction in 
being enabled to inform the committee that 
there was a ‘considerable reduction in, the 
Estimates he had now to submit to them, 
compared with those of last year: be did 
not mean, in stating this, to claim | any.ex~ 
traordinary acknowled ement, of merit as 
due to the present Board of Ordnance); he 
rather thought that the present reduction, 
might more justly be imputed to the ade. 
quae supplies of former years, which, in 
cilitating the progress of the public works, 
had lessened the rants, of money neces- 
sary to support them. If. the Board of 
Ordnance had any . claim | to merit, it was 
for the uniform zeal, with which the Board 
resisted ‘all the projects of expenditure 
that bad been submitted to them, and con- 
sulted upon all occasions the most. practi- 
cal” economy. ¢., principal reductions 
wete owing to tl of those 
et ‘works in Kent, qnd upon the coast 
Sussex, were pror 
ductive. of ap, exp iniconsider- 
able magni ude, he io now required 


would’ be. found t to | 


wate last, an is too, notwith-. 
ind 


at ase, of maga, In one | | 
battalion (ipgreased 
expe of ments oF engineers, 
“thie | of. pay to the. artille- 
by his, This three- 
fold ‘addition ‘to our | expenditures. would 
aiiount to 150,000/. so th there not 
been a reduction of the increase. 


pe, 


now required would be750, i, As to the 
Ireland, the dimi- 
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42 
nution would be, found. to bei in, the, same W 
proportion, and,to be ascribedto the same pé 
cause;.and in general he, could say, and,it of 
was great satisfaction to him that 
warranted in saying, that whoever should vi 


have the honour. of discharging, next year, 
the duty he.was. now. called.upon, to pers 
form, would yet have a more pleasing task, 
as.the reduction. would, by that time, be 
still greater, as the lines of Chatham, and 
the great. works. now carrying on,at Dover 
and. the Coast, would, by that time, be 
completed, He had but one observation 
more. to. make; that since the estimates had 
been laid upon the table, an advance. upog 
the vote of credit, had been made to the 
amount of 400,000/.; he would therefore, 
from the sum originally required, makea 
deduction to that amount, He did not 
think it necessary to.detain the. committee 
further than by stating, that he was very. 
willing to give every information. in his 
power to any gentleman, and should listen 
with respect. to any suggestion the hon, 
gentlemen opposite should think it neces- 
sary to offer.—The hon. gent, concluded 
with moving, “ 1. Thatasum, notexceeding 

2,278,1971..0s, 10d. be granted to his ma. 
jesty, for the charge of the Office of Orde 
nance for Land Service for Great Britain, 
‘for the year 1807.—2, That 479,2461. 19s, 
7d. be granted to his majesty, for the 
charge of the Office of Ordnance in Ire 
land, for the year 1807.—3. That 301,406/, 
9s. 8d, be granted to his majesty, for de- 
‘fraying the expence of services performed 
by the Office of Ordnance for Land Sers 
vice for Great Britain, and not. provided 
for by parliamentinthe year 1805.—4. That 
262,305/. 14s. 2d. be granted to his mar 
jesty,. for.defraying the expence of services | 
performed hy the Office of Ordnance for 
Land Service for Great Britain, and not 
provided for by parliament in the year 
1806.” .The report was to. athe, Tee 
tormorrow. 

HOUSE. OF COMMONS, 
»Lhursday; January 8, 

[Muyures. At four o’ the Speaker, 
eased | counted the house, when above, 100 mem», 
bers being present, the house. proceeded. to; 
ballot for a committee to decide on the 
doyble return from Horshaps-- Forty, 
members ‘having. been balloted, a minor 
committee was appointed, and_ retired 
into one. of the committee chambers for. 
the _purpose of. reducing, the committee 


forty to fifteen. Some time afters Mrs 
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‘hon, A. Foley, lord. Walpole, Jones, 


: brought up the report of the committee 


_ under an order from the secretary of state’s 


‘other resolutions. 


eves that they were not correctly particu~ 
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auce.at,the-bar, and. presented a list 
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expences, of former:years unprovided for, 


of the Reem selected, which. was read:|/and what he alluded to was the ie, for 


by the Speaker, and which was as follows: 
vize Sir F. Pletcher, Vane, W. Jacob, esq. 

W.. esq. A. 
Tower, esq. Re Beaumont,esq. earl 
ercy, J. Tremayne,) sir. J,Lubbock, | 


J. Barry, esq, J. Raine, esq. W. Dicken- 
son, .esq.:' the two last mames were ap-} 
pointed nominees.—The Exchequer Bills 
bill, and the Annual bodetinity bill, were | 
read. a 

_[Orpnance Estimates Mr. Hobhouse 


of supply on the Ordnance rence: 
first resolution being put, . 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that there were} 
two charges which appeared to. him to re- 
quire some explanation, Among the stores 
sent to Ceylon, amounting to 59,400/. he 
observed some gun-powder, estimated at 
4,000/, Now it seemed very improvident 
to send out so much powder from. this 
country, when it might have been sent to 
Ceylon at a much cheaper rate from some 
of our Settlements in the East Indies. 
‘This was the first charge which struck him 
‘with surprise, The second this; he 
observed that for worms, turn-screws, &c. 
the charge for the service of Ireland was 
about 7,000/, while that for England was 
only 1,000, This required explanation, 

-. Mr. Caleraft replied to the.first observa- 
tion of the hon. gent, that all stores fur- 
nished for foreign service were; done so 


office; but that not-having that order then 
about him,’ he, was unable:to produce it. 
As to the difference between the charge of 
worms and turn-screws, for England and 


for Ireland, he rather supposed, that a part}: 


of the charge for the former.country was 
included in the sums provided for in the 
But he would make en- 
quiry into this subject, and would be happy 
to give the hon. gent, mony information i in 
his power, || 

Mr, Johnstone: not only thought, that 
sending powder from. this island to Ceylon 


was an oversight, but that the whole sum |} 


voted for the Ordnance Service of Ceylon, 
was too large to pass without animadversion. 
With regard’ to’ the other sums, he sup- 


arized in the resolution’; for it-was impos~ 
sible they could: forma:part of the sums 


the current year, 

Mr. Galergft ‘repeated, that he mould 
make: himself master of this subject, and 
endeavour to account to the hon. gent. for 
‘that which now appeared to him to besa 
extraordinary, The resolutions were then 
agreed to. 

[Mrtitary Lord 
Castlereagh gave notice, that on Monday 
he: would move for returns of the present 
efiective state of our Military Establish- 
ment.—As the noble Jord sat down, Mr.Se« 
cretary. Windham entered the house, upom 
which he again rose, and observed, that 
had the right hon. secretary been in his 
place when he gave his notice, he would 
have put the question to hint, which he 
would now. He wished to know whether — 
it was in the contemplation of his majesty’s_ 
ministers to carry into execution the Train- 
ing Act. passed in the last session;ar to 
substitute some other means of ailitary 
defence? 

‘Mr. Secretary Windham replied, that he ~ 
did not know that any other measure was 
in contemplation’; that it was probable the _ 
operation of the'Training act might be ex- 
‘tended to Scotland; and that he had no 
doubt in that case the people of that coun-. 
try would cheerfully their share; of 


{the burthen, 


Lord Castlereagh fancied that he had not 
‘made himself perfectly understood by»the 
right hon. gent. His question did not re-_ 
late to the suspension, or to the execution 
of the Training act inScotland. . What he 
‘asked was, whether or not it was intend- 
ed to carry it into execution in this coun- 
try? 

Mr. Windham observed, that it was at 
this moment in a course of execution in 
this country: to what extent, must: be sub- 
ject to the discretion of the executive'go~ — 
vernment, who would, in this case, ‘be 
guided by circumstances: farsas tax 
king the, names, and balloting from the 
lists, the measure would be pat intocom~ 
plete activity.< 

Lord Castlereaghagain enquired, whether 
‘it was meant to-carry the measure into ex« 
ecution ina military ‘sense, or merely to 
Confine it to the:obtaining of names and 
‘a consequent ballot. Did his majesty’s 
‘ministers intend that the Training rene 
take place? 
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"were inserted in this bill, which had no 


just!been:read. ‘He therefore moved that 


" that having been returned for Waterford 


tida for the. city.of Waterford.—A’ new: 


title and. honours ofthe diikedom of Rich- 


that»being choseni to serve! in: Parliament 
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of the operation of the act must be repul 
lated by’ circumstances. That’ as it was 


not likely that any material circumstances 
would occur, it was assuredly the intention 
of government to carry the measure into 
as complete execution as it was ever pro- 
posed to do. “At no time was it likely 
that it would extend to the whole of the 


vol piday, January 9. 

Dury Bris.) The order for 
committing the Malt Duty bill, which also 
putported to'be a bill for removing doubts 
respecting the issue of certain Exchequer 
_bills, and for other purposes, having been 

The Eord) Chancellor left ‘the woolsack, 
to call the attention of the house to this 
bill, which appeared to contain matter fo- 
reign to’ the object of a money bill. His 
lordship moved that the standing’ order 
yespecting’ bills of this description ‘should 
be read: The standing order was accord- 
ingly read by the clerk, declaring, that to 
msert in money bills, clauses foreign to the 
objects of'those bills, was unparliamentary, 
and destructive of the constitution of par- 
Kamenti-—The noble and learned lord said 
it would: be wasting the time of their lord- 
ships for him to attempt to prove, what 
nest be obvious to the house, that clauses 


relation to! its object'as a money bill,: and 
which therefore rendered it obnoxious to 
the standing order of the house which: had. 


the ‘billSe rejected, which was ordered 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
ts ene \Friddy; January 9. 
ofMixures.] Sir J. Newport, took the 
eaths andu his seats The ‘hon.’ baronet, 
upon taking his seat, informed the house 


and also for: St. Mawes,-he made his elec- 
to; be issued, to elect a’ 
member for the county of Sussex,-in-the 
room of general. Lenox: who'\'was i:called 
to the upper house); as succeeding to. the 
mond.—Mr. Dickenson informed the house, 


for. the: borough. of :Lestwethiel and: the 
county of Somerset, he made his:election 


Inotice that he would, on Monday, move to 
bring in a bill for correcting‘an error in an 
act of the 42d of the king, ‘for regulating 
controverted elections, as rélating to ‘Ire. 
‘land. The object of’ this bill would be to 
supply a defect in the said’ act, for though 
the-commissioners were sworn to act, the 

were’ not empowered to administer an oath 
to the clerk who attended to take down the 


-fevidence; to empower them to administer 


this oath, was the object’of the bill he ho. 


ped to have'the honour of* submitting to 


that’ house.—-Mr,' Adam ‘moved that the 
\order for the consideration of ‘the petition, 
complaining of ‘an’ undue ‘election for 
| Aberdeen, be deferred from the 28d iustant 
[to the 26th of March. In answer to @ 
}question from a member,’ to whom it ap- 
| peared that the practice of the house, as 

laid down a few days since in the Thetford 
case, was against the enlargement, unless 
some special cause ‘was’ assigned, Mr, 
Adam stated the distance of the place, and 
the necessity of having the attendance of 
Scotch-lawyers, who could not attend till 
after'the rising of the session. After a few 
observations from Mr. W. Dundas, the mo~ 
tion was agreed to.—Mr. Wingfield pre~ 
sented petition, praying an enlargement 
of time for entering into recoguizances to 
\prosecute the petition, complaining of an 
undue election for the borough of Penrhyn. 
‘The petition stated, that the petitioners’ 
had completed their recognizance, and 
‘sent it up ‘to their agent before their peti- 
‘tion been presented; but that this 
cognizance ‘was considered as informal, 
‘and could not be received. The distance 
‘of the place, and the length of ‘time taken’ 
in the conveyance ‘by the post, had ren 


' | dered the remainder of the time limited by- 
act of ‘parliament too short; W. 


‘ved for!an’ enlargement of the time to the 
‘19th imstant. > After a few observations’ 
from. Mr.: Swan, the sitting member,’ who 
thought the petitioners had not used all 
‘due diligence to-correct their first oversight, 


and from Mr. Perceval, who recommended’ - 


‘a cautious investigation of all grounds as-: 
signed for departing from the law, the mo- 
‘tion was agreed to.—-On the’ motion of 


Mr. Vansittart, the'resolution of the com~- 
mittee of supply, on the 1st of! Jan. for 
ithe usual duties on malt, was’ 
read. «Mr. V.« then stated, ‘that, in con+: 
sequence of circumstances, into’ which it: 
was unnecessary for him to enter, the bill. 
already brought in on this resolution had: 


continuing 


forthe latter place,-Sir J. Newpart. gave in another places he therefore: 


| wh 
| 
| | 

| 

| | 

| 


‘is 


' concerned, by name. No officer of a lower 
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moved for, leave to bring in another bill, 
which was granted. 
or Mr. Wilder, 
seeing the right hon. secretary for the war 
department in his place, wished to be in- 
formed by him, why the name of colonel, 
now general Oswald, had been. omitted in 
the vote of thanks for the glorious victory 
of Maida, to the achievement of which 
his. copduct and gallantry had materially 
contributed. 

_, Mr. Secretary: Windham said, it had 
been his wish, in framing the vote of thanks, 
to go as far as any former precedent would 
warrant him in mentioning the officers 


rank than major-general was mentioned by 
name in any former vote of thanks. But, 
as the rank of brigadier-general had been 
recently introduced into our service, he 
thought we might with propriety extend 
the compliment to that also.. Colonel Os- 
wald was not at the time actually a briga~ 
djer-general, though acting in that rank 
with great credit to himself, and. great be- 
nefit to the service. The circumstances he 
mentioned were the only causes of the 
omission, and he hoped this explanation, 
which he was happy to have the opportu- 
nity of making, would prove perfectly sa- 
tisfactory to the feelings of the hon, gent. 
behind him, and of every friend of that 
gallant and meritorious officer. 
.»Mr, Wilder said, he was perfectly satis- 
fied with the explanation given by the right 
Estimates.) Mr. Cal- 
craft, seeing an hon. gent. in his place 
(Mr. Johnstone), said he should take that 
opportunity of giving the hon. gent. every 
satisfactory explanation as to the questions 
which the hon, gent. had thought it ne- 
cessary to put. to him yesterday, with re- 
spect to the item for powder in the.charges 
for the island of Ceylon. . Thehon. gent. 
asked, why the necessary supply of gun- 


powder had not been furnished by some of 


our settlements in the East Indies ; to that 
question the best answer would, be the sim+ 
ple statement of the fact, that the gover- 


nor:of.that island had required.a supply of 


English gunpowder, in» preference to that 
of our Egstern: settlements, owing to, the 
superior quality of the former; and)\this 
too, not so much from the|comparative ex- 


cellence of our gunpowder, as the positive} 
inferiority of that formerly supplied by the 


setilements. As to, the apparent, dispro- 


land, and 7000/7. for Ireland, for worms, 
turu-screws, &c. it was to be considered, 
that of the supplies hitherto furnished for 
the service ef England, 9,100/. remained 
unexpended, so that towards the custo- 
mary annual supply there was but a-deficit 
of 900/., whereas, there was no remainder 
to supply the yearly demand for Ireland; 
this statement, however, as it stood, put 
in this case the Ordnance Estimates of 
England to those of Ireland in the ratio of 
7 to 3, which he was free to acknowledge 
was by no means in the due proportion, 
As to the officers of Ordnance, in Ireland, 
they were entitled to every praise for the 
strictest economy, and the most laudable 
attention to the duties of the department. 
If blame, therefore, was justly to attach 
itself to any quarter, it would rather belong 
to this side. He confessed that, upon ‘this 
head, he was not sufficiently prepared, td 
be as satisfactory..as he could wish, not 
having had sufficient time to possess him- 
self of the fullest information upon the 
subject; he should, however, take the 
earliest’ opportunity te enable him to ac- 
count for this apparent disproportion. 
Mr, Johnstone felt much obliged by the 
great anxiety the hon. gent. had evinced 
to give him and the house every satisfac= 
tion relative to the questions he took the 
liberty of putting to him yesterday. It was, 
however, very natural for him to suppose 
that in that country, where the material of — 
which the gunpowder was made was to be 
had, it could be furnished ‘at a cheaper 
rate than it could be contracted for in Eng- 
land. As to the requisition forwarded by 
the governor of Ceylon, be ‘did not think - 
that the responsibility to that house rested 
upon the governor, but upon the ministers, 
who were bound tu judge of the propriety 
of acceding to it. This, too, he felt it ne- 
cessary to.add, that -he had the fullest re- 
liance in. the capability of the governor of 
Ceylon, and thought that that gentleman 
had given proofs of a strict'economy. 
Mr. Calcraft said, that»he had only to 
repeat that Knglish gunpowder had been 
sent out. to the Island-of Ceylon, upon the 
positive orders of. the governor, founded 
upon reasons already specified, that ap« 
peared to the government convincing. 
| (HOUSE) OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, January 10. 
Mr. Hobhouse presen 
petation. from. the» provost, &c. of the 
city -of Edinburgh, praying for leaye. to 


Pottion,,in, the charges of 1000/. for Eng- | 
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bring in a bill-for the improvement of Leith 
Harbour. | Referred to a committee.—-Mr. 
Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
20,500,0007. —Exchequer Bills bill. 
amendments were agreed to, and a clause 


added, providing that the bill might. be-al- 


tered, amended; or repealed by any bill or 


bills to be passed in the present session of 


parliament. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Monday. Mr. Vansittart, brought up the 


Malt Duty bill, without the exceptionable. 


clauses, which had caused the former bill 
to be-thrown out in the lords, on the mo- 
tion of the lord chancellor. It was read a 
HOUSE OF LORDS. © 
Monday, January 12. - 
or tae Suave 
@n ‘the motion of lord Grenville, the se- 
cond reading of the bill for the Abolition 


of the Slave Trade was appointed for Fri-| 


day se’nnight, for which day the lords were 
ordered to be summoned. evrapde 

. Lord Hawkesbury adverted to the. two 
resolutions adopted by the house last ses- 
sion; the one declaring that the Slave 


- Frade ought to” be abolished; and the 


other, to address his majesty to make such 
communications to Foreign powers as his 


majesty should deem advisable, with the: 
view of procuring the Abolition of the 


Slave Trade. With respe 


done in pursuance of it, or whether any 
thing had been done. This information 
be conceived not) only those noble lords 
who. were hostile to the abolition, but also 
these who were friendly to that measure, 
would: wish’ to have. 


the Slave Trade, namely, Portugal and the 
United States of America; France, Spain, 


- and Holland; Denmark. and Sweden: had 


also some interest in: the trade, but it was 
of a'subordinate nature. With respect to 
Spain and Holland, he could readily con- 
ceive. that there ‘had been no means of 
making any communication on the subject 
to: these powers. -As to France, he did not 
know whether, during the late negociation 
with the government of that country, there 
was any communication upon this subject 
made, and this was a point upon which he 
thought ‘the house ought to be informed. 
So also with. respect to the United States of 
America, and Portugal, communications 


~ 
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ct to the second’ 
of these resolutions, he thought the house’ 
ought to be informed of what had been’ 


There were -five]- 
powers who were materially interested in}- © 


| might have been made; of~which'the house 
ought to be in to the 
second reading ‘of the bill. | His lerdsbip 
concluded by moving an address ‘to‘his' max 
jesty, praying that he would: be graciously 
pleased to order to be laid before the howsd, 
copies of all) communications «which ‘had 
passed between «his anajesty and: foreigt 
powers. respecting the Abolition: of the 
Slave Trade, in consequence of the addres 
of that house. 
Lord Grenviile'said, he was not aware of 
any material objection:to the noble‘ lord’y 
motion. » With respect’ to France, the? fact 
was, that during the late negociation with 
the government of ‘that country, ‘comniu& 


_ | nications on this subject. did take place, to- 
| the production of which he saw no objecs” 


tion. As to Spain and Holland, the noble: 
lord had justly supposed that no commut’ 
nications had taken place. With respect: 
to Portugal, it was not thought expedient 


ject during: the ‘negociation with Frances 
and the fact was that none had since been 
made. . With respect to the United States 
of America, communications had éertainly 
passed during the negociation between the 
plenipotentiaries of this country and thé 
United States; and this subject actually 
formed one of the articles of the treaty 
which had*been ‘signed by those plenipo~ 
tentiaries. -The only difficulty be had ‘in 
acceding ‘to the noble lord’s motion was, 
that this ‘article could not be produced) as 
it was well known that a treaty signed by 
plenipotentiaries:could not regalarly be laid 
before parliament until ratified by the re+ 
spective governments,-The motion - was 
themagreed- tos) io 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.» 
Monday, January ¥2. 7188469 


acarmst Mr. 
General)\'Porter to postpone: uit 


he had given notice for Wednesday next, 
on the: subject of ‘colonel Cawthorne’s 
Court Martial. This postponement the 
hon, officer stated to be necessary, as many 
members could not, in:consequence' of the 
quarter “sessions, conveniently: attend ‘the 
discussion ‘of this: questiow sooner,! 
Mr. Cawthorne expressed ‘his wish that 
the hon. general would makeup mind 
and ‘determine finally on thé: 
was to bring) forward his motion, "The 
house wouldbe aware! lidw 
must be the'stdte ‘of in: whieh he 


to make any. communication on the-subs 


Wednesday se’nnight the motion of which - 


when he 
sagreeable 


i 
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ture of the measure he meant to found 


_ upon the papers to which his notice referred? 
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was placed by having the motion put off| 
from time to time. Nearly ten days had 
giready elapsed since the hon. general had 
given his notice, and it was not without sur-' 

ise, therefore, that he found him now 

posing further delay. 
General Porter said, that his only object's 
jn propasing the delay was, in order to in-! 
sure full attendance, which he deemed |s 
highly desirable upon this .oceasion, and: 


Lord Folkestone replied, that his motion 


would refer to the re-printing of the seve- _ 
va) papers connected with the Oude charge; 
namely, numbeis 3, 4, and 5, With re~ 
spect to any subsequent proceeding, he be- 
lieved that none was likely to be taken for 


ome time. The House was aware that the 


hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) with whom this bu- 


iness originated was now a petitioner, and 


until.that petition was -decided, it was not 


which could not.-by dooked for if the dis-}intended to ground any measure upon the 


sessions were pending. 


“qussions were to.occur while the to which this notice related. But 
'fyet, to prevent any delay hereafter, it was 


oMr. Cawthorne declared that he was asi] thought expedient that those documents 


anxious. as any man, that.the discussion of! 


Ishould be fully before the house, in order 


the.case alluded to should have as full an} that, if the bon, gent. already alluded to 


attendance as possible ; for without any 
reference to himself, he thought it involved} i 
aquestion of very great moment. Putting 
entirely out of view the consideration .of 
holding any member of that house, or any 
persons whatever whose character was im- 
plicated, obe moment more than was in- 
dispensably necessary in a state of suspence,| 


should be in a situation to prosecute this 


mportant enquiry, be might be enabled to 


proceed at once, unimpeded by the pro« 
crastinution. which the printing of papers 
upon this subject had so often produced in 
the course of the last parliament; and in 
order also that if Mr. Paull should not be 
in @ situation to follow up this busitiess, he 


hesubmitted to the candour and judge-j himself (lord Folkestone), or some more 


mest of the house, whether there was not 
something in the course of this proceeding 
which justified complaint. The hon. gent. 
gave notice of this proceeding, in the first 
instance, in a way certainly very unusual, 
at atime, when the members were very. 
little likely to have any knowledge of it, 
namely, after the debate had closed on 
Tuesday morning, and after almost all the 
members had retired, Not a word of it 
appeared in the morning papers, in which 
accounts of the proceedings of that house 
generally appeared: and if it were not for 
some gentlemen who happened to perceive 
the insertion of this notice in the book 
upon the table, the thing would have been 
very little known indeed. 
General Porter repeated the grounds} 
which induced him to postpone his motion ; |: 
adding, that he would certainly bring for- 
ward the motion upon Wednesday se’n- 
ight. 
Conpucr or Lorp Lord 
Folkestone gave notice of bis intention to 
move, on that day fortnight, for the re-print- 
ing of certain papers which had been print-, 
ed last session, relative to the Oude charge 
exhibited against marquis Wellesley. - 
- Lord Howick expressed a wish to know 
from the noble lord, with what view he pro- 
posed to bring forward the motion of which 
he had given notice, and what was the na- 


competent person, might be furnished with 

|the means of proceeding upon it. ‘The | 
noble Jord coneladed with expressing a 
belief that he had fully replied to the en« 
quiry of the noble secretary of state, and 
expressed a-readiness to afford any further 
information in bis power upon the subject. 


Lord Flowick apprehended that the reas 


sons stated by the noble lord could not be 
considered asufficient parliamentary ground 
for the proposition he professed to have in 
view. It did indeed appear to him quite 


without precedent to make a motion for 


the production and: printing of -certain 


papers upon which the mover did not state 
that any direct proceeding was to be instix 
tuted, but merely upon the chance that 
another gentleman not a member of . that 
house, might ground some proceeding upon 
them. This, however, he felt was not the 
proper time to argue the question ; but he’ 
could not help observing, that the course 


hardship to the party concerned in the 
case to which the notice referred. For 
that house was to be called on to promote’ 
the circulation of the most severe attacks 
upon the character of the noble person al~ 
luded to. The effects.of such publications 


submit whether they could he in fairness 
acceded to, without any precise statement 
that @ parliamentary measure would be 


Vou. VIII. 


founded upon them, or withogt eny deli- 
| 


proposed must be attended with extreme 


were easily to be estimated, aud he would 


i 
| 
the 
sbip 
usly 
use, 
had 
the’ 
ree 
of 
fact 
vith 
nus 


‘nition of the statement of such measures. 
The noble mover did not say that any 
farther parliamentary proceeding would be 
taken upon those papers ; but merely that 
it might; and really he could not think 
that a sufficient ground for the noble lord’s 
intended motion. 

. Lord. Folkestone was aware that this was 
not the proper time for any argument upon 
the subject; but he would, with the leave 
.ef the house, make a further reply to the 
noble secretary of state. The object of 
the motion of which he had given notice, 
could not be fairly supposed to involve any 
harshness towards lord Wellesley, as the 
noble secreta 
than as it professed to assist and facilitate 

the enquiry respecting that noble lord’s 
conduct. But the noble secretary of state 
seemed to imagine, that there was some 
‘probability the enquiry might be relin- 
quished, and that therefore the documents 
his motion would relate to, might not be 
necessary. Of. this, however, he could 
assure the noble secretary, that the enquiry 
would certainly be persisted in; for if no 
other person should offer, he pledged. him- 
self, if a member of parliament, to follow 
it up. The papers he had described were, 
the noble lord observed, laid before the 
* house last session, and therefore there 
could be no. just objection to their being 
re printed, particularly as the enquiry 
‘would be proceeded in. Indeed, if the 
hon. gent. who originally brought it for- 
, ward should not be enabled from his pre- 
sence in that house to prosecute it, he 
would, rather than let it drop, take it up 
himself. Those papers would not, there- 
fore, be suffered to lie dormant on the 
table. It was. for no such purpose that 
he intended to move for them. They 
were, indeed, already in the hands of the 
‘greater part of the members, and in general 
circulation; but in order tosatisfy the forms 
of the house, it was necegsary to have them 
again laid. on. the table, and reeprinted, 
before any parliamentary proceeding could 
be founded upon them. Whether his mo- 
tion for this purpose should be agreed to 
-or not, he could not guess. . Hedid not 
indeed anticipate the opposition manifest- 
ed by the noble secretary. But whether 
that opposition should be persisted in or 
‘not, whatever the fate of his motion 
- might be, that motion would certainly be 
made, andthe enquiry to which it rela- 
ted as certainly prosecuted, 
Barxw Lord Folkestone pre- 
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of state stated, any farther 


‘sented a petition from the Tanners of Lon. 
don against the Oak Bark bill.—Upor 
the motion being made for its lying on. 
the table; . 

‘Lord Temple stated, that he iad, upon the 


communicate, as his duty presented to him, 
with the tanners of London, among whom he 
found some considerable alarm prevailed, re- 
lative to the bill before the house. But 
the result of this communication served 
fully to convince bis-mind, that that alarm 
was not well founded. Such indeed was. 
his opinion, even before the’-conference 
took place. But still he felt it not only his 
duty, but his inclination, to consult any 
class of men interested in a question of 


examine their objections, and even to pay 
attention to their prejudices. He would 
therefore propose to allow full time for ene 
quiring farther upon this subject, in order 
that the grounds upon which the petitioners 
rested their objections to the bill before the: 


that purpose he would move, that the 
second reading of the bill should be post- 
poned till this day fortnight. In the ine 
terim the case might be diligently examin- 
ed; and as the Oak Bark trade was sus- 
pended, at least until May, no injuty could 
result from the proposed delay, to those 
concerned for the carrying of the bill.—-The 


and lord Temple’s motion for the second 
reading of the bill on this day fortnight 
was agreed to, 

Evectron Sir John New- 
port rose, pursuant to notice, to move for 
leave to bring in a bill for amending the 
act of the 42d of his present majesty,’ for 
regulating the trial of contested elections 
in Ireland. The right hon. baronet ob- 
served, that there were several provisions 
in this act which he proposed to alter, and 
which were of such a nature as the house 
must feel admitted of no delay that could’ 
be consistently avoided in passing the bill 
which he had felt ithis duty tobring forward. 
There were'some poiuts in the act he pro< 
posed to amend, which he thought it right 
to mention to the house, as proofs of the’ 
necessity that existed for such amendment. 
In the act referred to, there was a provi- 
[sion for swearing the commissioners: ap- 
pointed in Ireland to examine evidence, 
&c. upon the subject of election petitions; 
but strange ‘as it might seem, there was no 
provision for swearing the clerks who acted 


subject of this petition, taken occasion to, | 


this nature ; to consider their opinions, to: 


house might be amply investigated. For: 


petition was ordered to lie on the table, 
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“ynder such’ commission. This omission, 


“extraordinary, as the whole of the proceed- 


‘decisions ; therefore such clerks might 
have it in their power, by the suppression, 


_ ned to the commissioners ; it extended also 


_ they wereallowed at the rate of sixpence for 


interest in the protraction of the pro- 


' the natural result of a case which had oc- 
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been objected to, and of course taken to 


which he meant to supply, was the more 


ings depended on the accuracy of these 
clerks, upon whose written statement of 
the evidence taken before them, the com- 
mittees of that house were to ground their 


or substitution of a single word, to defeat 
the whole proceedings upon an election 
petition. Another point in the act he pro- 
posed to amend was this : according to that 
act, no man could be a member of a com- 
mission to enquire into the merits of any 
election at which he had voted. But this 
prohibition he proposed to extend to those 
also who were entitled to vote at such 
election: and that he thought necessary 
to answer the object of the furmer provi- 
sion; for, as the law stood, a man entitled 
to yote had only to decline voting, in order 
to qualify himself to become a commis- 
sioner, as was often the case in consequence 
of compromise with some of the candi- 
dates. Thus the spirit of the law was 
evaded. But this evasion was not confi- 


tothe clerks, and therefore to them also 
he should extend the proposed prohibition. 
There was another new provision which 
he thought it necessary to introduce into 
the bill he should have the honour of sub- 
mitting to the house, the object of which 
would be to remove doubts existing as to the 
power of a committee of that house to call 
for the production of any books or other 
documents which might have been laid be- 
fore the commission in Ireland. Another 
amendment he had to propose, would relate 
to the expence of clerks. At present 


every 72 words, which gave them an interest 
in protracting the enquiry ; and it had hap- 
pened that such protraction bad extended 
so far, that although the receipt of the 
commissioners, who were barristers, did 
not exceed 200/., that of the clerks 
amounted to no less than 800/. But it 
was his intention to reduce the allowance 
to the clerks from 6d. to 3d, for every 72 
words, which would of course reduce their 


ceedings. The last point of the proposed 
‘change the right hon. baronet stated to be 


_eurred in Ireland, where between 3 and 
400 voters, forming almost the whole of 
those who had polled atthe election, had 


attend the commission at a considerable 
expence to the party interested, although 
not more than 50 or 69 of those votes. 
had ever been enquired into at all. The. 
remedy he should propose for this evil 
would be, that when a@ party objected to 
any voters, the specific grounds of the ob- 


jection shall be stated, and unless such ob-._ 
jection be sustained by evidence, it shall be. 


declared frivolous and vexatious by the. 
commission, and the party advancing syeh 

frivolous and vexatious objection obliged 
to pay the expence incurred in consequence 
by his opponent. This provision, he be-' 
lieved, would serve to diminish, if not to 
remove, an evil too often practised, and. 
which the spirit of litigation only could 
prompt men to inflict upon their adver- 
pagan was given to -bring in the: 
bill. 

‘[Mitrrary oF THE! 
Country.] LordCastlereagh,in pursuance 

of the notice which he had given on a for-- 
mer day, rose to submit his motions to 

the house, 1t was a satisfaction to him to 

find that no objection was likely to be made- 
to the production of any of the returns for 

which he proposed to move. Itwould un- 

questionably be more satisfactory to the: 
house, that no argument should be pro- 

duced upon. the subject to which his mo-' 
tions referred, until the documents he was" 
ta call for should be before the house. It 
was, therefore, not his intention to submit: 
any reasoning to the house upon the ques- 
tion in the present stage. He should con- 
fine himself to a short statement of the 

points upon which he desired information, 

and to which his several motions would go. 
The first point upon which he thought it 
necessary to call for information, was the 
actual state of the army, regulars, and mi- 
litia. His first motion, therefore, would 
be for a return of the present actual effec- 
tive strength of the regular army, the mili- 
tia, and the artillery, up to the latest pe~ 
riod when returns had been made, and at 
the end of every month from the first of 
March 1806, inclusive. By this retura 
the house would be enabled to judge how 
far the army had undergone any increase 
or diminution of its effective strength 
within that period. The next point upon 
which he -proposed to move for informa- 
tion, was with respect to the sources, from 
which the supply for keeping up the strength 
of the army, was derived, By this return 
the “house would be able to form some 
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opinion. of..the-sources, of supply which | 
formerly existed, to see what part.of them 
still continued, aud what part of the exist- 
ing sources: ofysupply, had .produced the 
greatest’ increases as; well.as the policy of 
Gontinuing»or eltering any part of them, 
The two movions which he meant to bring 
forward ‘o)these, beads would put. the 
house. in -possession ‘of, full mformation 
respecting the, general state of the army, 
and: the nieans, at present existing for keep- 
img, it. t0) its-proper, establishment. His 
two 1iext,,.and indeed his only, further mo- 
tions. related to branches. of our. military 
force; that were collateral to. the regular 
army, aud calculated to support and keep 
it up ;, he: meant.the volunteers, and that 
other branch, which had engaged so much 
of the attention of the bouse during last 
session, when the, general Training bill was 
under discussion. He proposed to move 
far a Reiura of the effective strength of the 
Volunteers, on. the Ist'of January, 18006, 
and also at the latest.period of any. returns 
of that force, distinguishing the period. at 
which the last returns had. been made.. He 
felt. that much information was necessary 
on the,subject of the Volunteers; but a 
more seasonable opportunity would occur, 
forealling-forit,and discussing the question, 
when the docaments he was,then to move 
for should be before the house, The fourth 
head of information..to which his motions 
referred,, was the sole. one that remained 
for., him, to. adyert, to, namely, the general 
Training bijl;, because, whatever the right 
hon, gentlemay might think of his expla- 
nation upon that. head on a former night, 
it had proved by -no means satisfactory to 
him,), nor, did he, think it.could be satisfac- 
tory, to the house, or to the public. It did 
not appear from the righthon, gent,’s state- 
ment, that. any steps bad been taken in 
execution of that measure;-except so far 
as.respected the procuring lists. His last 
motion, therefore, should be for an abstract 
of the proceedings. that had taken place in: 
execution of that bill, When, the informa- 
tion for which he proposed to. move should: 
be. before the house, he should be prepared 
to. state his opinion; and it the papers 
should not prove, that the state of: the 
army was not, according to the. prospects 
that had been held out ‘to that house Jast 
‘session, more satisfactory, than, upon the 
general information which a person cin 
cumstanced as he was could obtain, was 
dispose«i to believe be should never 
brirg ‘himself to consent to a renewal of 
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‘that fundamental change in the: 

‘act, which the right hon. gent. hed intro. 
duced into it last session. If it’ should 
not appear that a great increase had been 
eflected by the alteration in the amount of 
the army, whilst it laid the foundation of ’ 
sO great a diminution of its numbers, hé 
should feel it his duty to endeavour to 


provisions, and to those principles upom 
which the British army had been carriedto 


The noble lord concluded with submitting 
his motions, which were to the following 
effect, to the house :—"t 1. That there be 
laid before the house, monthly returns of 
the amount of the effective strength of bie 
majesty’s regular troops and militia, from 
the Ist of March, 1806, to the Ist of Jas 
nuary, 1807, inclusive; distinguishing cas 
valry, foot guards, infantry of the line, 
garrison and veteran battalions, foreign 
and local corps, Gernian legion, West-lus 
dia corps, British and frish militia, and 
distinguishing those serving abroad, from 


turn of the effective strength of the artil- 
lery for the same period inclusive, distin- 
guishing the corps serving abroad and at 
home.—3. A return of the number of men 
raised monthly for the regular army, from 
the ist of Jan, 1505, to the Ist of Jan. 1807, 
exclusive of foreign or colonial levies, 
and distinguishing those raised by the ad- 
ditional force act, by the regular recruiting, 
and those that were inlisted from the mili+ 
tia—4, Copies of all ordersur regulations 
that have been issued since the last sessiom 
of parliament, respecting the recruiting of 
the regular army.—5. Au abstract of the 
effective strength of the volunteers on the 
Ist of January, 1806, distinguishing in= 
fantry aud cavalry; also a hke return at 
the latest period when any return has been 
made, specifying within what period such 
return had been made.—6. An abstract of 
such instructions as have been issued by 
‘bis majesty’s cominand to the lieutenants 
pot counties, and of such proceedings as 
[have beén taken thereon in execution of 
the act of Jast session of parliament, for 
[the general training of the population of 
the country.”—-On the question being put 
upon the first motion, 

Mr. Secretary Windham, though he felt 
that no information was too much, that 
|could’be supplied to the house on this sub« 


be many’ points which it would not be de- 


bring back the Matiny act to its former — 


such an extent of reputation aud strength, — 


those setving at home.—2. A similar res 


ject, was yet of-opinion that there might _ 
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‘of public duty. 


dom of the observation of the right hon. 


been brought before parliament for the last 
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gitable have made known. Every gen- 
fleman was e@ware,, that any documents 
which might. be laid. before that house, 
were not exclusively confined to the mem- 
bers, but made their way. to. the public, 
and of course to the enemy. In this view 
it would. appear to the house that there 
might be puints, which, however desirable 
it may be that the house should be informed 
upon, it would still be not prudent to let 
the knowledge of them reach the enemy. 
When the noble lord.had read over this 
motion to him, it had not.appeared to be 
liable to any serious objection. . The noble 
lord, had stated to him, that it did not dif- 
fer from @ motion that had been agreed to 
jn, a former year, except in this, that this 
motion called for the monthly retarns, 
whilst that, had been half-yearly returns. 
But. appeared to him at present that his 
motion was. objectionable, inasmuch as it 
would. expose. the strength of some parti- 
cular local corps to the enemy. It would 
be an ungracious duty for him .to object to 
the production of the information desired, 
yet, however he might have himself contri- 
buted to the production of similar returns 
in any former period, he should not hesi- 
tate between his private wish and his sense 
Tbe noble lord. might 
rhaps shape his motion so as not to be 
fable to this objection, in which case he 
should agree to it with cheerfulness, He 
eould: not consent to have the returns of 
the black colonial troops, which were em- 
ployed only in the West Indies, produced 
in the form called for by the noble lord ; 
but he would leave it to him to explain his 
ewn motion in such a manner, as might ob- 
viate the objection that applied to it. 
Lord Castlereagh concurred in the wis- 


gent. that it would not be proper to pro- 
duce any documents which might give avy 
dangerous information to the enemy. But 
from. the mayner in which this subject had 


three or four years, he thought the infor- 
mation. he called for, necessary to the 
house. He had remembered, indeed, one in- 
stance, in which not only the number but 
the distribution of the, British forces- had 
been pretuced on motion. The enemy, 
however, could have the same information 
from publications countenanced. in: this 
country, He had moved ouly for the gross 
amount of the British army,,abread and at 
home, and not its distribution; and this 


order to enable'them to discover what pra-’ 
portion of that force was applicable to the 
defence of the country. If parliament 
took the responsibility upon itself, by the 
part it bad acted, in changing altogether 
the whole military system, by its measures 
respecting the volunteers and the training, 
it was essentially necessary for them to know 
what force they had for the defence of the. 
country. He certainly thought that they 
might get information of the gross amount of 
the black corps, as he did not propose to in- 
terfere with their local distribution, with- 
out giving any dangerous information to 
the enemy, especially as the black troops 
were not the only troops in the West 
Indies, 
Mr. Secretary Windham admitted that 
the observations of the noble lord had, in 
a great measure, ybviated his objection, 
He had still, however, a difficulty in stating 
the amount of black troops, which were ex= 
clusively employed in the West Iudies, 
But as they were not the only corps em- 
ployed, the objection did not appear to him 
material, and he should, therefore, not 
press it. : 

Lord Castlereagh consented to have the 
black West-Iudiaregiments thrown into the 
gross amount of the foreign local corps.— 
The motion was then, agreed to, as were the 
second, third, fourth, and filth, without any 
particular or material observation.—Qa 
the question being, put upon the last, 

Mr. Secretary Wi 
say a few words on that occasion, which 
appeared to be called for, by some obser- 
vations that had fallen from. the noble lord 
in aliusion to. the measure to which this 
motion referred. The noble lord, from his 
experience of the additional force act, and 
every other gentleman, who was acquaint 
ed with the execution of such, must be. 
aware that they embraced a great deal of 
civil detail, which it was impossible to 
precipitate. The militia lists had been 
used in preference to those originally 
pointed out by the bill. That part of the 
process had not. been gone through, and 
until it had, it would have been impossible 
to accelerate the operation of the measure 
by the authority of office. All that had 
been foreseen by the framers of the mea- 
sure, as well as that it was incapable of 
being executed last summer. If even there 
had been a necessity to put it in execution, 
it eould not have been ready. for: such 
execution before the Spring. In the 


information was necessary to es 


present state of the world and of the sea~ 


indham begged leave to 
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‘gon, it would not be very eligible to put it 
into operation, even if every thing was 
ready. Thenoble lord seemed anxious for 
co ies of the proceedings under this mea- 
sure, and returns of the enrolments. But 
he could inform the noble 1 rd, that that 
part of the process had already been gone 
through, and that nothing remained to be 
_ done but the apportionment, which had 
even already been begun. The act had 
left the government a discretionary power, 
as to its execution according to circum- 
stances, and consequently justified fully 
their conduct respecting this measure. This 
was all he had thought necessary to say, in 
‘consequence of the observations of the 
noble lord, nor should he have said so 
much, if the noble lord had not madé some 
atlusion to a motion for military enquiry in 
consequence of the measures with which 
_ the house had ‘recently been engaged, and 
which had been recommended by him. The 
noble lord might certainly have felt the 
necessity of such enquiry, from the conse- 
quence of those measures in which he had 
so large a share.—The motion was then 
agreed to. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS.” 
: Tuesday, January 13. 
’ [Mrxvtes.] On the motion of sir F. 
Vane, the order for taking into considera- 
tion on Tuesday, the 20th instant, the Pe» 
. tition complaining of an undue return for 
the Boroughof Tregony was discharged,and 
anew order made for Tuesday, the 27thinst. 


order of the day having been read 


for the house going into a committee on 
the Malt Doty bill, it was ordered, on the 
motion of Mr. Vansittart, that it be an in- 
struction to the said committee to receive 
aclause of credit, and a clause to make 
certain deficiencies. ‘The bill then 
passed through a committee, in which these 
clauses were introduced and agreed to. 
Conpuct or Lonp Wetiestey.] Mr. 
Wellesley Pole adverting to a notice given 
by a noble lord yesterday (lord Folkestone), 
of a motion on Monday se’nnight, for re- 
printing the papers relating to the Oude 
_ Charge, declared that when the notice was 
given he understood that the noble lord 
meant to comprehend the whole of the pa- 
pers in his motion. He had since been 
told, that in answer to a question put by 
one of his majesty’s ministers, the noble 
_ lord had expressed his intention of calling 
for the re-printing of Nos. 3, 4, and 5 only. 
He therefore rose to give notice, that as 
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soon as thé noble lord’s motion should bg 
disposed of, he should move for th¢ reprint: 
ing of the whole papers, including thé 
printed evidence. He would not pretend 
to anticipate the judgment of the house on 
the noble lord’s motion, but justice to hig 
noble relation, who was the ultimate ob. 
ject of it, demanded, that if the proposal 
for printing a part of these papers should 
be acceded to, the rest ought to be circula:. 
ted in the same manner. 1 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, January 14. 

Mtxovrts.] Sir J. Newport brought upa 
bill, to amend the Act of the 42d of his 
present majesty, for regulating the trials 
of Controverted Elections, or returns of 

members to serve in parliament for Ire- 
land; which was read a first time.—_ 
The Secretary at War presented the 
Army Estimates for the present year, and 
a copy of the warrant for fixing certain al- 
lowances and pensions, in pursuance of the 
Act 46 Geo. III, These papers were or- 
dered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 
He then gave notice, that, on Friday se’n- 


.|night, he would move those estimates in 


the committee of Supply. Mr: Perceval 
wished to know whether the papers moved 
for on a former night, by a noble lord, 
not now present (Castlereagh,) with a view 
to the elucidation of the state of our Mi- 
litary Establishments would be ready be~ 
fore that day. The Secretary at War con- 
ceived the papers now presented, might in 
a great measure afford the information the 
nobdle lord wished for. 

[American TrEatyY.] General Gascoyne 
rose, and observed, that he thought it his 
duty to ask the noble lord opposite (Howick) 
a question, if the house would so far in 
dulge him. It was of the last importance 


‘to the commerce and manufactures of the 


country in general, and in particular to that 
town which he represented, that some 
explanation should be given of the situa. 
tion in which we stood with respect to 
America. It was necessary to give publi- 
city to the question and the answer, other= 
wise he would have been satisfied with a 
private explanation. A letter had appear- 
ed in the public papers, with his lordship’s 
name to it, from which it appeared that a 
Treaty of Amity, Navigation, and Com- 
merce, had been signed between this 
country and America, by commissioners 
respectively authorized by *both govern- 
ments. The goble lord: had left it very 
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doubtful whether the late prohibitory de- 
cree had met with any alteration? whether 
the congress had assembled, or whether 
the president had any power to alter the 
provisions of the decree? The consequence 
was, that merchants were left entirely in 
the dark, whether or not they might with 
safety export those articles that had been 
prohibited. This was a state of suspence 
that ought if possible to be removed. He 
did not ask about the terms of the treaty; 
he knew any such question would be pre- 
mature. But if bis lordship meant to say, 
that these goods might be exported with- 
out danger, explanation was required, for 


‘he had not been explicit. If he meant to 


say that they could not be exported with 


_ safety, explanation was still requisite, for 


he had been explicit neither on the one 
point nar on the other. He hoped, there- 


- fore, that the noble lord would have no 


objection to remove all doubt on this sub- 
ject, by giving a full explanation of his 
meaning. ‘This was material, as the note 
in question had created much anxiety 
among the commercial and manufacturing 
interests of the country. 

: Lord Howick would be glad to be able 
to answer any question which was stated to 
be of importance to the commercial and 


‘Manufacturing interests of the country. 
_ How far the hon. general might think ex- 


planation n » he did know, but the 
house would immediately see that his ques- 
tion, if he rightly understood it, was one 
which he could not possibly answer. The 


hon. general had said, that a considerable 


impression had been created among the 
commercial and manufacturing interests of 
the nation by the note which he had writ- 
ten. How any impression should have 
been conveyed by that beyond the simple 
fact, he was at a loss to conceive, He 
had merely stated the simple fact, that a 
Treaty of acertain description had been 
signed by the respective commissioners, 
What was to follow upon that, he could not 
take upon him to say. It would be im- 
proper at present. to go any farther than 
the bare fact. He had stated, that there 
was such a treaty, leaving it to others. to 
draw sucha conclusion as they should see 
fit, In this, however, as in all treaties, the 
most obvious inference would be, that 
since it was signed by persons duly autho- 
Tised, it would in due time be ratified. 
Hf there was such a treaty, aud the. in- 
ference was that it would be ratified, it 
might naturally be concluded that thexpro- 
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hibitions would be taken off. But ell thet 
he could take upon him to say at present 
was, that there was a treaty of amity, come 
merce, &c. as he had stated in his letter. 
He could only communicate the fact, lea- 
ving it to- others to draw such inferences as 
the fact might appear to them to warrant. 
A learned gent. (Mr. Perceval) the other 
night had adverted to this treaty, and 
seemed desirous to know whether we had 
bound ourselves down to a particular sys- 
tem of action with regard to the Americana 
and Neutral Navigation and Commerce, or’ 
whether his majesty had reserved to him- 
self aright to proceed as far as was ne- 
cessary to counteract the designs of the 
enemy, by using means equally severe 
against his commerce as he used against 
ours. He had noobjection to answer that 
question. His majesty had reserved ta 
himself a right to.proceed with as much ri- 
gour against the French commerce as the 
chief of the French government had em- 
ployed aguinst us. This was a right which 
he hoped his majesty would always reserve 
to himself. Nothing had been given up 
therefore on that point by the treaty with 
America. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, January 15. 

} [Mrnures.] On taking the chair, the 
speaker acquainted the house, that he had 
received a letter from the right hon. W. — 
Wickham, which stated, that having been 
returned for the borough of Midhurst, and 
the borough of Callington, he had made 
his election to serve for the borough of 
Callington. It also stated, that illness was 
the cause of his not having made this in- 
timation within the time specified in the 
orders of the house.—A new writ was or- 
dered for the borough of Blechingley, in 
the room of J. Dupre Porcher, esq. who, 
since his election, had accepted the Chil« 
tern Hundreds.—The Malt Duty bill was 
read a third time, and passed.—Mr. Van- 
|sittart presented the Barrack Estimates 
and gave notice, that on Wednesday next 
he would move them in the committee of 
supply.—A. message from the lords au- 
nounced their lordships’ assent to the Ex- 
chequer Bills bill—Mr. Perceval gave no- 
tice, that he would to-morrow move for an 
humble address to be presented to his ma- 
jesty, praying that he would be graciously 
pleased to cause. a copy of the order ‘of 
council of the 7th of January relative to 
Neutrals, .to be. iaid on the table of the 
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house.—-Mr. Biddulph gave notice, that 
on Tuesday next, be would propose to the 
house to come to a resolution, that the ex- 
tent of the supplies, during the war, ha- 
ving caused great burthens to be imposed 
upon the .peeple, a committee should be 
appointed to: enquire into the practicabi- 
~ lity ofa reduction of those burthens, by the 
abolition of sinecure offices, places, pen- 


sions, &c, and also by the reduction of ex-’ 
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_orbitant. fees.—On’ the motion of sir J.’ 
Newport, the report of the commissioners’ 


of enquiry in Ireland, was entered as read. 


He then observed, that it appeared by that’ 
report that many offices in the customs of! 


Ireland had become useless, and that others 
had been converted to sinecures, in conse- 
quence of the subsequent establishment of 
ather offices, by which their business: was 
transacted. The commissioners. recom- 
mended, that 38 offices should be entirely 
abolished, and that 26 should be either 
abolished by being consolidated with other 
offices, or so regulated as to become bene- 
ficial to the public service. In the 38th 
of his: present majesty, a similar report 
had been made, in consequence of which a 
reform, such as that which he meant to 
propose, had taken place. Without fur- 
ther preface, therefore, he should move, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill to abo- 
lish certain offices, and to regulate certain 
other offices in the customs of Ireland. 
Leave granted—-The 46th of the king, 
commonly called the Corn Intercourse act, 
having been entered as read, sir J. New- 
t, intimating that considerable doubts 
d arisen in some quarters as to the ope- 
ration of the act, aud an interpretation 
having been given to it which was by no 
means intended, gave notice, that he would 
to-morrow move that the act should be 
taken into consideration by a committee 
of the whole house. His object was, that 
the sense of the act should be declared, 
andthat it should be shewn that it applied 
_ to thé gross produce and manufacture of 
Great Britain and Ireland alone, and not 

to those of foreign countries. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, January ¥7. 

The deputy usher ofthe 
black rod appeared, and required the im- 
mediate attendance of the house, in the 
house of peers, to hear a commission read. 
The speaker and several members, accord- 
ingly attended. On their return, the speak- 
er informed the house, that.the lards, au- 


thorised by his majesty’s commission, had 
signified the royal assent to the 
Bills bill.—The speaker also informed the 
house, that he had received from Mr, 
Bouchier, the deputy clerk. of the crown in 
Ireland, a return-of barristers, qualified to 
act as commissioners under the Election 


act.—The speaker ‘likewise informed the 
house, that the following persons havi 
presented petitions on the Ist of January, 


complaining of undue returns for the pla- 
ces annexed, and not having entered into 
the’ recognizances prescribed by the 28th 
of his present majesty, he had caused the 


ordets for taking such petitions into consi- 


deration to’ be discharged: W. Baker, 
Newcastle-under-Line ; sir J. E. ‘Brown, 
county of Mayo;-sir C. Saxton, and H. Bou- 
verie, Malm ; several bungesses of 
Malmsbury ; T. Stacy and others, freemen 
of Hythe.—He also: observed, that al-, 
though no recognizances:had been entered 
into on the joint petition of sir C. Saxton 
and C. H. Bouverie, esq. yet that, with 
regard to a separate petition from one of 
those parties, the forms: had: been complied 
with, and consequently, that the order for 
taking that -petition into consideration 
would remain on the journals.—On the 
motion of lord Castlereagh,.it was ordered, 
that the abstract of the army estimates for 


|1807, presented by the secretary at war 


on the 14th inst.,be printed.On the -mo- 


tion.of Mr. Grenville, it was ordered, that — 


there be laid before the hause an estimate 
ofthe debt of bis majesty’s navy, as it stood’ 
on the 30th of September, 1806. The 
right hon, gent. immediately presented the 
above-mentioned estimate, and gave nio- 


tice, that he would make @motian on the 


subject in the committee of supply, on Fri- 
day next. He added, that it was also his 


intention, on that day, to move for an ad» 


ditional number of seamen to those: already: 
voted: 120,000 had been already voted: 


he meant to propose a vote of an additions 


al 10,000.—On the motion of lord H. 
Petty, there was ordered to be laid before: 
the house a return of the effective number 


of volunteers, on the Ist of January, 1805.— 


Mr. C. Wynne obtained leave to bring in 
a bill for continuing the act of the 44th of 
the king, empowering Hfis majesty to accept 
the extended: services of volunteers from 
the militia of Ireland. This act had hi 
therto only remained in force from year to 
year. His object was, to continue it du« 
ritig the war. He then brought up the bill,- 


which was sead a first time. Mr, Biddulph 
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ptained leave to withdraw his motion re- 
falive to sinecures, &c. with a declaration 
it he would bring it forward on some future 
ay.— SirJ. Newport broughtin a bill for abo- 
fabing certain offices in the Customs of 
Ireland, and for anoliabing and regulating | 
certain other offices ; which was read a first 
time. On moving that it be read a second. 
ime, sir J, Newport took occasion to ob- 
serve, that the recommendations of the 
commissioners of enquiry (as far as it de- 
pended on the executive government of 
Tieland) had either been already carried 
into effect or would speedily be so. The 

‘incipal of these recommendations was 
comprised in the bill before the house ; 
and two or three others of a minor de- 
scription, would be submitted to the house 
in the course of the session.—On tke mo- 
tion of sir J, Newport, the house went 
jplo a committee to consider the act of the 
46th of his present majesty, commonly 
called the Grain Intercourse act. He ob- 
served, that he had yesterday stated the 
abject he had in view. From the gene- 
lity of the wording of the act, consider- 
‘able doubts had been entertained whether 
it did not extend to a point which was not 


, inthe contemplation of those by whom it 


had been proposed. He meant to the in- 
troduction of foreign corn and flour 
through the circuitous medium of one 
country to another. He now, therefore, 
moyed for leave to bring in a bill, decla- 
ring that certain provisions of the act of 
last session, which related to the inter- 
course of every. species of grain between 
Great Britain and Ireland, should extend 
to grain, the produce of those conntries 
‘only. Ju answer to a question from Mr. 
Bagwell, as to the operation of the act on 
malt, sir J. Newport declared, that it 
did not apply at all to malt. By some er- 
ror, the word malt had crept into the pre- 
amble of the bill, but had never been in- 
‘troduced into any of the enactments,— 
The house haying been resumed, the re- 
port was received, and leave given to bring 
in a bill accordingly.—Lord Folkestone 


_presented a petition, praying for an enlarge- 


ment of the time for entering into a re- 
cognizance in the.case of the Milbourne 
port-election, The ground of this motion 

; for the petitioner, a 
country attorney, did not know of the or- 


der of the house requiring a notice to be 
‘_giyen to the sitting member, of the time 
_when the recognizance was to be entered 


into by the. petitioner. He held in his 
fou. VIII. 


hand another petition, stating, that the at- 
torney had not received the speaker’s or-. 
der till the 14th of this month, owing to 
its not being sent by the messenger, though 
the attorney had left directions for that 
purpose, He moved that the time be en- 
larged to Wednesday next. The speaker 
stated, that it was no good ground for this 
motion, to state that an old and established 
order of the house was not known. The 
messengers were not in the practice of sen« 
ding the speaker’s orders to any agent not 
residing in London, and it would be at- 
tended with great inconvenience if this 
should be altered. Mr. Leycester, Mr. 
Wynne, and Mr. Perceval severally objee- 
ted to the motion, and were of opinion, 
that the prayer of the petition could not 
be granted. The first of these gentlemen 
stated, that the speaker’s order had nothing 
to do with the recognizance. It only re- 
ferred to the time when the merits of the 
case were to be tried. The motion was 
then put and negatived.—Sir J. Newport 
|presented a petition from the right bon. 
Isaac Corry, praying thatthe time for enter- 
ing into the recognizance might be enlarged. 
The ground was, the distance from which_ 
the sureties had to come, and the possible. 
delay from adverse winds. He moved that 
the time be enlarged for three weeks. The 
discussion upon this motion was postponed 
till Tuesday.—Mr. S. Bourne presented a 
petition from Jobn Hawkins, praying for 
an enlargement of the time for entering 
into the recognizance with respect to the 
petition against the return of Mr. Grat~ 
tan. The ground was, that the petitioner 
could not find Mr. Grattan in order to 
serve the notice within the limited time. 
He moved that the time be enlarged to the 
5th of February. The discussion was 
postponed till Tuesday. 

[Cuances acainst Mr. CawTnorne.] 
Lord Howick, adverting to the considera- 
tion of the Army Estimates, which stood 
for Wednesday next, and observing that a 
subject of such importance would proba- 
bly occasion some discussion, suggested to 
an hon, general, the expediency of defer- 
ring the notice which be had given for a — 
motion on an important subject to some 
other day, 

General. Porter, however anxious that 
the subject alluded to should be brought 
before the house, yet, unde? the circuni- 
stances mentioned by the noble lord, had 
no objection to postpone his motion from 
Wednesday to Friday. 

2G 


__ Mr. Cawthorne appealed to the justice of 
the house against any further protraction 
“on this subject. He certainly felt the im- 
portance of the discussion to which the 
noble lord alluded, but he also felt the im- 
portance of the discussion in which he was 
so immediately interested, and which had 
been so frequently postponed. However, 
he left it entirely: to the house to deter- 
mine whatever they should think fit, 

Lord Howick allowed that the discus- 
sion referred to was of an important nature. 
‘He deemed it important from other mo- 
tives than as it related to an individual, 
and he trusted that when it was brought 
forward, it would be treated on general 
principles. He was also desirous that as 
little delay as possible should take place 
on this subject ; but the delay of two days 
would not be very material, and he hoped, 
therefore, that the hon. gent, would con- 
sent to the postponement. 

Mr. Cawthorne asquiescing, the notice 
“was entered for Friday next. 

(Orperor Councit RELATIVETO NEU+ 
“traus.| Mr. Perceval said, that when he 
‘gave notice of his intention to move for an 
_bumble address to be presented to his ma- 
jesty, praying that he would be graciously 
‘pleased to cause’to be laid before the house 
the Order of Council of the 7th of Jauu- 
“ary, respecting the mode in which his ma- 
‘jesty had instructed his officers to deal with 

the trade carrying on by Neutral Vessels 
between the ports of the enemy, he had no 
“idea that any objection would be made to 
‘the production of this paper, except, per- 
haps, that that production had been ren- 
“dered unnecessary by the publication of 
the order in the London gazette, and in 
his majesty’s proclamation, and that there- 
fore any proposition to the house would be 
-as consonant to form without the produc- 
; tion of that order on the table. To this 
objection, had it been urged, he should 
have answered that long parliamentary 
“usage had led him to believe, that when- 
“ever a motion was intended to be institu- 
ted on a paper, the more regular mode of 
proceeding was to call for the production 
“ef that paper on the table of the house. 
_ However, the ‘noble lord opposite (for 
which he returned, him his” unfeigned 
‘thanks) had intimated to him, that he 
“meant to object to the production of this 
order on other grounds. He ‘therefore 
wished accurately to understand those 

- ‘grounds, that he might determine what it 
would be suitubld ior him to do, 
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produced to the house of commons. ‘There 


hoped that the noble lord would have no 
objection to state whether or not he under. 
stood him correctly, when he supposed 
him to say, that, as he could not antici- 
pate any proposition grounded on the pro. 
duction of the order to which he could 
give his concurrence, he must object to 
such production, unless he (Mr. P.) would 
satisfy him as to the precise nature of the 
ulterior proceeding which he meant to 
propose. If such-actually was the ground 
on which the noble lord intended to op. 
pose the production of the order, he cer- 
tainly would not make his motion on the 
present day, because it would then be in. 
cumbent upon him, in that case, to satisfy 
the noble lord and the house of the expe. 
diency of the ulterior proceeding to which 
he alluded, and because he thought the 
nature of that proceeding too important 
to be discussed at such a short notice. He 
therefore again requested the noble lord to 
explain himself on this subject. © " 

ord Howick, finding that it was suppo- 
sed that the motion for the production of 
this Order was a mere. matter of course, 
had deemed it right to intimate to the 
learned gent. that he should feel it his 
duty to resist it. He certainly should not 
object to its production, on the ground of 
its having already obtained publicity in the 
London gazette and in his majesty’s pro 
clamation ; for although he was aware, that 
the proceeding of the house might be 
founded on such a publication, yet he was 
also aware with the learned gent. that it 
would be a more regular course of pro- 
ceeding to produce the document.on the 
table. But although the document in its 
present state might be sufficiently authen- 
tic, yet it did not ‘follow that it must be 


might be two causes for requiring such a 
production ; the first on the ground of some 
declared parliamentary measure ; the next, 
for the purpose of instituting some unde.’ 
fined proceeding. ‘The last was the cause 
alleged by the learned gent. It became 
the duty of the house to enquire into the 
nature of that proceeding. As far as he 
was able to collect the views of the learned 
gent. they were such as he, for one, could 
by no means consent to. His object was 
altogether unprecedented, and in bis opi- 
nion liable to the most serious objections, 
He therefore felt it his duty, until the 
learned gentleman should sicphtes unto the 
house the -nature of his ulterior proceed- 


ings, to object to the production of the 


| 
| 

| 


on which it professed to proceed. He meant 


order; and as therefore the learned gent.’s 
motion would probably lead to much dis- 
cussion, he advised him to defer it with a 

ecial notice. 

Mr. Perceval, although he should fee} 

perfectly justified in making his motion for 
the production of the order in question, 
et, after the declaration of the noble lord, 
and for the reasons he had before stated, 
he would decline doing so at present. The 
poble lord had described the’ ulterior pro- 
ceeding which he meant to institute on this 
paper as unprecedented, This he would 
say, that the ground on which the noble 
lord objected to the production of the order 
was at least as unprecedented. 

Lord Howick, without wishing for any 
premature disclosure of the learned gent.’s 
intentions, thought it might be convenient 
to the house to be informed of the nature 
of those intentions. ab 

Mr. Perceval wisbed it to be understood, 
that the postponement of his motion was 
for the express purpose of giving himself 
an opportunity oF bringing forward his pro- 
position in the best possible shape. It 
would embrace in it the consideration of 
the policy, expediency, and adequacy of 
this order of council, as applied to occa- 
sions of such retaliative injury to the ene- 
my’s commerce, for the injury sustained 
by the commerce of this country ; and also 
of the more vigorous execution of that 
wise principle of 1 right and discretion, which 
the order on the face of it intended to en- 
force. He would shew, that the principle 
on which the order proceeded was not that 


to ‘_propose a parliamentary resolution on 
its inadequacy and insufficiency which 
might find its way to his majesty’s council, 
and which might produce an act of more 
vigour, and measures better calculated to 
benefit the country. With regard to the 
precise form of his motion, which he 
would now fix for Thursday se’nnight, he 
had not yet made up bis mind. | 

{Army Estimates.} Mr. Johnstone 
said, he should not consider himself as 
faithfully discharging his duty to the coun- 
try, if he voted the very large sums con- 
tained in the Estimates of Army Services 
for 1807, without knowing the various 
items of which those sums were compo- 
sed. He might be told, that there were 
very few instances in which the Army Es- 
timates had been printed, for the purpose 
of allowing this particular investigation ; 
but at the present time, when so large a 
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part of the estimates was occupied by the_ 
extraordinaries of the army, this appeared | 
to him to be peculiarly necessary. What 
had happened on the ‘subject of the ord- 
nance estimates, sufficiently proved the ex- . 
pediency of giving all possible publicity to . 
these subjects before the house disbursed . 
such large sums ; it was incumbent on 
them carefully and closely to examine the. 
detail, He should therefore move, that. 
the estimates of the army, presented by. 
the secretary at war, on the 14th inst. 
be printed.—Mr. Biddulph seconded the 
motion. ok: 
The Secretary at War hoped that the 
hon. gent. would content himself with the. 
precedent of last year, which was to print, 
the abstract of the estimates. It would 
be impossible that the whole of the esti-. 
mates could be printed before the time, 
fixed for their discussion. The abstract. 
afforded a reference to the estimates, by. 
which any gentleman might be enabled to 
satisfy himself on ambiguous points. With- 
out any grounds, therefore, for such a pro= 
ceeding, he trusted the house would not go, 
to so much useless trouble and expence.- 
But he had another and a more serious ob-. 
jection to the motion, which was, the dan- 
ger of laying any thing on the table of the 
house by which the enemy might obtain 
information of the destination of our troops. . 
If the estimates were printed, the certain 
consequence would be, that they would get > 
into the newspapers, and the enemy would . 
thus become acquainted with the distribu- 
tion of our whole military force. : 
Mr. Calcraft could not possibly listen in 
silence to the attack again made by the. 
hon. gent. on the Board of Ordnance, . 
otherwise he should not have risen on the - 
present occasion: for, two years ago, he had * 
himself moved that the Army Estimates 
should be printed. Not being aware of 
any difference in@he circumstances of that 
period and the present, he should feel it his 
duty to support the hon. gent,’s motion. 
With regard to what the hon. gent. had 
again said, in implication of the board of . 
ordnance, the state of the case was pre- 
cisely this, a large equipment of stores and 
ordnance was sent for from the island of 
Ceylon. It was particularly demanded by 
the commandipg officer, that English gun- 
powder should be sent out, because, as le 
stated, the powder in the island was so bad, 
that not only an immediate supply was 
necessary, but also a future annual supply. 
He had on a former occasion told the lion. 
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from India. 


gent. that it was not intended by the board 
to send an annual supply : but in an imme- 
diate supply could the hon. gent. see 


- nothing but a question of money? When 


ordnance was sent to a distant possession, 
would it have been expedient, by withhold- 
ing ammunition, to risk the lives and 
honour of his majesty’s troops, and the 
security of that possession, for a small and 
temporary saving ? The order for the 
powder must first have been sent to the 
continent of India, and the powder have 
been thence transmitted to Ceylon; and 
who could have insured its arrival at the 
time of the arrival of the ordnance ? 
Therefore, although he allowed that pow- 
der was dearer in this country than in In- 
dia, yet he defended the policy of sending 
it in this instance, and maintained that the 
board of ordnance stood completely excul- 
pated, and were undeserving of the severe 
censure which the hon. gent. had thought 
proper to passupon them. In future, as- 
suredly, the powder for Ceylon would be 
As to the question 

efore the house, no inconvenience had 
arisen from the printing of the army esti- 
mates two years ago; none was likely to 
arise in the present instance, and he 
should therefore vote for their being 
printed. 

Mr. S. Bourne, in answer to the first ob- 
jection made to the motion by the right 
hon: secretary, namely, that the estimates 
were extremely voluminous, declared, that 


_ that was the very circumstance which in- 


duced the hon. gent. who had just sat 
down, two years ago to move for their 
being printed; it not being possible for 
each member to have recourse to the sole 
copy, which was on the table of the house. 
As to dangerous disclosures, the Abstract, 
which on that evening had been ordered to 
be printed, would convey to the enemy all 
the information that they could possibly 
obtain from the estimates, for that ab- 


‘stract stated the amount of our military 


force in different parts of the world. He 
could not help thinking, that the change in 
the side of the house on which some hon. 
gentlemen sat, had made a wonderful dif- 
ference in their sentiments on the policy of 
producing and printing papers. As no 


_mischievous effects had resulted from the 


printing, of the estimates, he should cer- 


- tainly support the motion, 


Lord Temple thought the motion was 
only an indirect attempt to put off the de- 


‘bate on the Army Estimates; for it must 
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|then was a precedent established of their 


- 


be evident to every member of the house, 
that it was impossible those estimatey 
could be printed by Wednesday, He re. 
gretted that the hon. gent, ‘did not come 
forward manfully, and declare that'to be- 
his object. For his part, he had no other 
objection to the motion, than that it would 
postpone the discussion of that subject.’ 
Mr. Rose was sure that there could be no 
disposition in the hon. mover to put off 
the debate on the army estimates. He wag 
persuaded that they might be printed, and 
delivered to the members by Monday, 
Lord Howick, however anxious uot to 
withhold from the house any means of ob- | 
taining information which were unattended 
by unnecessary expence and inconvenient 
delay, would never be deterred ‘by any 
taunts that might be thrown out by gentle. 
men opposite, on what they conceived to 
be a change of sentiments produced by @ 
change of situation, from doing that which 
he felt it to be his duty to do. It was true 
that the estimates had been printed two 
years ago, but new military plans were then 
in discussion. Had the estimates been 
printed last year? No; the fair inference 
then was, that experiencing the expence 
and inconvenience of printing such a vo. 
luminous mass of papers, the house had 
thought proper to confine its order to the 
printing of the abstract. He denied the 
possibility of printing papers containin 
so many figures by Monday; nor coul 
he see the probability of their being pro- 
duced in time to be useful in the discussion 
of Wednesday, a discussion which it would 
be extremely inconvenient to postpone. — 
Mr. Perceval, adverting to the determie 
nation expressed by the noble lord, not to 
be deterred from any line of conduct which 
he might think proper to adopt, was happy 
to observe the reforming virtue which in- 
duced the noble lord to abide by other 
principles than those by which till lately 
he bad been actuated. ‘This was infor 
mation which the country must be glad to 
receive. When the noble lord was in ope 
position, he supported the motion made 
by the hon. gent. wear him, (Mr. Calcraft) 
for printing the army estimates. Here 


own. What was the precedent against the 
motion? Did it arise on the side of the 
house on which he (Mr. Perceval) sat? 
No. Last year an hon, general, no longer 
a member, (Gen. Tarleton) had pressed for 
the printing of the-estimates. ‘The noble 


lord seemed to think, that when new mills 
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'_ ment of great importance was in agitation, 


tary Measures were*instituted, it was wise] 
to print the estimates. What was the case} 
Jast year? Were not new military mea- 
sures adopted? Yet the noble lord resist- 
ed the proposition for printing, If it 
could be made out, that any communica- 
tions to the enémy would follow, no man 
would be desirous of pressing such a pro- 
position. But this did not seem to him to 
be possible. The only remaining objec. 
tion was the probability that these- papers, 
on account of the number of figures con- 
at in them, could not be printed and 
delivered to the members by Monday or 
Tuesday. Admitting this, was it to be 
inaintained that’ the postponement of the 
discussion of the army estimates, from 
Wednesday to Friday, would be of such 
extreme injury that every other object 
which tended to produce that postpone- 
ment must be abandoned? A noble lord 
had insinuated that delay was the object of 
the hon. mover, and had said, that it would 
have been more manly in him at once to 
have declared that object. What! adelay 
for two days! Had it extended to a fort- 
night or three weeks, a desire might have 
been supposed to exist to obtain the in- 
flueuce on the discussion which the pre- 
sence of additional members might pos- 
sibly occasion. But as it was, he could 
not suppose that the noble lord was serious 
in hisremark. 
Lord Howick, alluding to the congratu- 
lation of the learned gent. on what he 
termed a change in his priuciples, explain- 
ed his former statement on that subject. 
What he had said was, that because he had 
formerly supported motions under certain 
circumstances, he would not be deterred 
by any taunts that might be thrown out 
against him from opposing similar motions 
under different circumstances. He chal- 
lenged the learned gent. to point out an 
‘instance in which he had abandoned a 
single principle of his political life. In 
the session before last, a military arrange- 


which rendered the printing of the esti- 
‘mates necessary, but in the last session 
this was not the case. In the year before 
the last, a sufficient time had been given 


.for the printing of the estimates, before 
Last year the printing 
wag not moved for till the estimates had 


the discussion. 


been voted. 


’_ Mr. Percevalexplained, that he had not said 
the noble lord had abandoned his principles, 
but hadabandoned his formerlineofconduct. 
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Mr. Montague supported the motion. If 
large expénsive establishments. were ne- 
cessary, he observed, and if in such cases 
objections were made to motions which 
went to enable the house more easily to 
examine into the public expenditure, a pre- 
cedent would be formed, which would ren- 
der it impossible for the members of that 
house to do their duty by their constituents. 
The facility, therefore, which would be 
afforded to them in doing their duty, would 
more than counterbalance any expence 
that might be incurred by printing these 
papers. The expence of printing such - 
papers might well be saved, by economy 
in many other respects. For instance, if 
the powder sent to Ceylon from this coun- 
try had been purchased at Madras, we 
should have had a saving, which would 
have gone far beyond any expence that 
could be incurred by printing the estimates 
now before the house. He saw no good 
ground of objection to the motion. 

Mr. Biddulph thought it incumbent-on 
him to say a few words, as he had se- 
conded this motion. He considered eco- 
nomy in the public expenditure, of so much 
importance, that he would have been the 
last man to have given his countenance to 
any thing that would be attended with ex- _ 
pence, had he not been satisfied that this 
was one of those cases where the saving of 
a few pounds might lead to the loss of many 
thousands. It was absolutely necessary 
that every facility should be allowed to gen- 
tlemen in enquiring into the public expen- 
diture. This, at the present moment, was 
the most important of duties. He himself 
also. Wished to say something on the subject 
of these estimates, but it was utterly impos- 
sible for him to make himself completely 
master of thetn, unless he was allowed to 
take the papers home with him. But this 
he could not do unless they were printed, 
for in their present state they must lie on 
the table till they came to be discussed. 
He could not do his duty with satisfaction 
to himself therefore, unless the papers 
were printed, by which means he could 
have a copy home with him. This was the © 
reason why he had seconded the motion. 
As to the question of the powder sent to 
Ceylon, be thought the board of Ordnance 
could not possibly have refused under such 
a requisition. But he hoped that in futute 
the supply would be sent from India. If 
the board chose to enquire into the mat- 
ter, they would get yalstialians London 


that the Indian powder was fot only not 
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worse than ours, but that it was even 
_ better, 
__ Mr. Calcraft observed, that an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Montague) seemed to suppose that 
it was always to be the system to send out 
powder to Ceylon from this country, when 
he (Mr. C.) had expressly stated that it 
was intended in future to send it from India. 

Mr. Montague stated that that very pos- 
sibly might have been a system, had it not 
been for the discussions that had arisen 
upon the subject. 

Mr. Vansittart observed, that when gen- 
_ tlemen proposed a delay of two or three 
days, they did not seem to understand the 
course of the treasury. A million of money 
would be due on Friday next, and it was 
necessary to have the vote passed hefore 
that time. 

Mr. Ruthven said, that if any informa- 
tion injurious to the country could be con- 
veyed to the enemy by printing these papers, 
he would have opposed the motion. But 
the printing of the Ordnance Estimates had 
Jed him to believe, that no danger of this 
sort could reasonably be apprehended from 
printing the Army Estimates. The print- 
ing of the Ordnance Estimates had been 
advantageous, in as much as it had led to 
an investigation, the result of which, in his 
opinion, had done great honour to the Ord- 
nance Board, When he said so, he begged 
it to be understood, that he had no parti- 
culat connection with any member of it. 
The ground on which he would vote for 

rinting these Estimates was, that it was 
impossible for every member to read them 
at the table before Wednesday, even sup- 
posing that they had begun from the time 
of presenting them. No man could con- 
tend that the house could be fully informed 
as to the contents of the papers, unless they 
were printed. But it was presumed that 
all who came to this house to give their 
votes, were in full possession of the nature 
and merits of the case. Whether or not 
they could be printed, so as to afford suffi- 
cient time for the house to be prepared to 
discuss them on Wednesday he could not 
say, but he. was satisfied that the attempt 
ought to be made. 

Sir R. Williams thought, that when the 


secretary at war had declared, that to print 
these estimates would be to convey dan- 
gerous information to the enemy, it was 
the duty of every independent member to 
resist the motion. 
Lord Castlereagh said, he had moved for 
the printing of the Abstract rather than for 
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the whole of the papers, from the feeling 
and information with which his former 
official habits possessed him, The Abstract. 
conveyed the complete substance of the 
Estimates, but treated less of the detail, 
The only information which the papers 
could convey to the enemy, was the quan. 
tity of our military force, as divided into 
three heads, Guards and Garrisons; Forces 
in the Plantations; and Forces in India, 
The abstract stated the gross force; the 
Estimates, the regiments of which that 
force wascomposed. ‘The statemeut there- 
fore, of the right hon. secretary, that the 
estimates would convey more dangerous. 
information to the enemy than the abstract, 
was unfounded. 

The Secretary at War denied having po- 
sitively asserted that great danger would 
result from the information which the, 
printing of the Estimates would convey to 
the enemy. He had spoken doubtfully. 
In every discussion in that house there was 
some danger, for every discussion made a 
disclosure to the enemy ip a certain degree, 
The question always was, how could the 
house execute its duty consistently with 
the object of concealing from the enemy 
what it was desirable to conceal from them? 
The estimates, by being more minute in 
the detail than the abstract, must neces- 
sarily convey to the enemy more infor- 
mation. 

Mr. Johnstone would not have trespassed 
further on the time of the house, had it 
not been with a view to do justice to him- 
self in repelling the insinuations of a noble 
lord, who bad hinted that he said one thing 
while he meant another. His object was 
not to occasion delay, but to examine mi- 
nutely those papers. He would have no 
objection to grant some money on account, 
if it was wanted immediately, as had been 
said by the secretary of the treasury. But 
his object was, from a careful examination 
of the contents of the papers, to see whe- 
ther there was not room for reform in the 
expenditure. The first argument of the 


secretary at war was futile, and his second, 


was not better. What was his objection ? 
Why, that these papers would convey in- 
formation to the enemy. Of what could 
they convey information? Delay was not 
his object. He was anxious to see how. 
far the numerous pledges of economy which 
the gentlemen on the other side had made 
such a bluster about while in opposition, 
had been redeemed. Their conduct might 


not perhaps come to be discussed on the 


| 
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‘order to see whether ministers had acted 


his motion, he would be inclined to with- 


-should be carefully and minutely examined 
-and canvassed. 


that the house and the country might have 


_Yeservation. The noble lord on the other 
Side had said that the abstract would an- 
_Swer his purpose. If more was wanted, it 


given no notice of it, and he was not pre- 
_ pared to say how far the danger of communi- 


‘pers. If, therefore, the hon. gent. would 
_ postpone his motion till to-morrow, an op- 
portunity would be afforded of comparing 
“the papers, [The secretary at war here 
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present occasion. But other opportunities 
would occur, when it would appear that 
they had not attended to that economy 
about which they had formerly talked so 
much, but that they had granted new. and 
extravagant salaries to themselves—(hear! 
hear!) On the principal points in these 
pers there could not in the present cir- 
cumstances be much saving. But a great 
deal of saving might be made in many con- 
tingent particulars. It was to the extra-. 
prdinaries of the army that he wished to 
tura his attention in a particular manner, 
Qn that point he wanted to be fully inform- 
‘ed, and that was the reason why he desired 
the whole of these papers to be printed, 
' Lord Howick observed, that he now un- 
‘derstood, from the hon. gent. that he wish- 
ed not for delay, but that all he wanted 
was to be fully informed on this subject, in 


vp to those principles of economy which 
they had formerly professed, and whether 
they had shewn an inclination to redeem 
their pledges to the public. If that was 
the ground on which the hon. gent. rested 


draw his opposition. He wasanxious that 
all the measures of the administration 


e hon. gent. had said 
that’ they had wasted the public money, 
and granted new and exorbitant salaries to 
themselves. He wished that their conduct 
should be sifted to the bottom, and hoped 
that since these charges had been preferred, 
they would be speedily brought forward, 


an opportunity of judging of their validity. 


Now, if it should be understood that thel 


discussion of the Army Estimates should 
not be delayed, though the papers should 
not be printed in time, he had no objec- 
tion to withdraw his opposition with this 


was unfortunate that the motion had not 
been made sooner. The hon. gent. had 


cating information to the enemy might be 
increased by printing the whole of the pa- 


mentioned to him, that the only difference 
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tails]. His hon. friend had informed him, 
that there was no material difference, and 
therefore he would agree to the motion, it 
being understood that there should be no 
delay of the discussion; for to that he could 
not consent. 

“Mr. Johnstone observed, that he would 
not oppose the vote of such a sum as might 
be immediately wanted, and this he con- 
ceived would remove all inconvenience. — 
Mr. Perceval'said, that every one would 
allow that it was necessary to see these 
papers in the mean time, in order to be 
enabled to enter upon a discussion with 
respect to the contents. But if the vote 
should be passed on Wednesday, it must 
be done without any one’having an oppor- 
tunity of examining the papers in the mean 
time, supposing they should now be sent 
to the printer, and could not be finished 
before the proposed time of discussion. But 
what would do away all these difficulties 
would be to vote a considerable sum on 
Wednesday on account, if the papers should 
not be printed before that time. 

Lord Howick asked why the motion had 
not been madé sooner, and why they now 
took occasion to press it at this late period? 
Full time had been given for any such mo- 
tion, much more than, to his knowledge, 
had been given in some former years. The 
only ground on which he could agree to 
the motion was, that it'might afford an 
opportunity of sifting the conduct of mi- 
nisters, and of bringing the charges against 
them to a discussion, if the hon. gen- 
Ulemen should find any reason to ‘prefer 
them. He could not consent to delay the 
vote, 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that it was his 
intention at first to have supported the mo- 
tion, for he was satisfied that these papers 
could convey no material information to 
the enemy. But he congratulated the 
house and the country on the great change 
which had taken place in the conduct of 
the learned gent. opposite (Mr. Perceval), 
who was so ready with his charges of 
changing against others. The house and 
the country must be peculiarly happy to 
find, that he who formerly objected to all 
information on these points, was now sud- 
denly become so zealous an advocate for 
information. The learned gent. certainly 
wished for delay. Now, if the papers were 
to be printed with a view to the ulterior pur- 
pose of the hon. mover, he would certai 
not object to the motion. But ‘he would” 


vote* agatnst- printing: them, ‘uiless it was 


was in the greater particularity of the de; 
‘ 


ing | 
ner 
act. | 
the | 
ail, | 
erg. 
ane | 
nto | 
ces | 
ia, 
he 
lat 
he 
us. 
ot, 
ld | 
ys | | 
| 
| 
| 


ae understood that there was to be no 


rie 


i that the papers might be printed be-| 


The Speaker obseryed, that where there 


de of figures, which ren- 


ber, to propose such a yeuer | the pre- 
sent one, which he shoul< now, for the rea- 


‘sons stated, withdraw for the present.— 


The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


OF COMMONS. 

Puesday, January 20. 
[Miyures.] ‘The house at its meetings 
proseeiet ursuant to the order of the 
day, to a ballot for a committee, to try and 
determine the merits of the petition com- 
‘plaining of the election and return for the 
Oe of Malden. The members re- 
hh upon the reduced list, and who were 


sworn as the committee, are the following: 


M. Phillips, esq.; L. P. Jones, esq.; 


‘hon, W. E, Eden; W. Biddulph, esq. ; 
Hall, e89.; W. L. Hughes, lord 
‘Clive ; ‘sir Heathcote; hon, Caul- 
field; lord “Forbes; R, Bepyon, 5. J. 


3 


recognizances, on the petition against the 


tes ey 


ence of the house to defer the printing of 
these papers, until after the discussion of 
the Army Estimates to-morrow. 
pers were then ordered to be laid on th 
table-—Mr. G. Johnstone adverted to a 
ractice that had been recommended ina 
ormer session, and had been acted upon, 
of having duplicates of papers presentena 
that when one copy should be taken off to 
the printer’s, another should lie on the table 
for the use of members. The hon. mem- 
ber submitted, whether it would not be 
desirable to adopt a similar regulation, The 
Speaker observed, that it might be for the 
convenience of the house to come to some 
understanding on this head. The practice 
adverted to had prevailed to a considerable 
extent, though not universally, in a former 
session. It was for the house to decide 
how its convenience would be promoted 
by such a practice, and if they were to come 
to any understanding on the subject, the 
clerks in the public offices would take care 
to regulate their conduct accordingly. 
There’ were some papers on the table which 
had been.presented in that form, but the 
practice had not been observed in all. Lord 
‘HH. Petty admitted that it would be de- 


sirable ‘that the practice should be eop- 


2 M’Donald, esq.; sir W. Lemon ; 
Mr. Perceval said, that his only object Simeon, J. Smith, haying been 
been to obviate difficulties. -. | feturned for the town of Nottingham, at 
rd Howick thought that the bestcourse}the borough of Midhurst, informed the 
would be for the hon. gent. to withdraw] house, that he had made his election to sit 
his motion for the present, atid leave the] for Nottingham; and a new writ was or 
papers on the table till the vote was pas-| dered for the borough of Midhurst, in the 
| sed; after which he might haye the papers] room of Mr. Smith. Another writ was also 
printed, with a view to the ulterior object} ordered for the borough of Midhurst, in the 
for which he wantedthem. = room of the right hon. W. Wickham, who. 
of “Mr. Johnstone wished to know from the | having been returned for that borough, and 
| eaker. how far it was reasonable to sup-| Callington, had made his election to sit for 
i Callington.—The adjourned debate, on the 
motion for enlarging the time for receiviny 
were a great many figures, it was impos-| return right hon. Grattan, was 
\ sible even for those most conversant with] resumed, on the motion of Mr, S. Bourne, 
the business to exactly. the time ordered to be enlarged to the 
_Lord Petty observed. that the same| 10th of February,—The Secretary at War 
yeason, the multitu presented, pursuant to orders of the house, . 
! dered it difficult to an Account of the effective strength of his 
\ ' ‘short time, also rendered it difficult to ex-| majesty’s regular militia forces; also, an 
amine them minutely. It would be better] account of the number of men raised for — 
i to have the papers on the table in the mean | the requ army in each month, since the 
time, He. suggested, whether! Ist of Jan. 1805, exclusive of foreign levies 
i the object of the hon. gent. (for he was an-jor colonial corps. On the motion that 
i xious that the minutest spauirics should|they be laid on the table, lord Castles 
i take place into all the branches of the pub-|reagh submitted to the right hon. gent. 
| Tic would not be answered by} whether it would not be for the conveni- 
Ieaving the papers'in the mean time, and 
i Moving to have. them printed afterwards? 
! : Mr, Fuller hoped that the abstract would 
at all events be printed in the mean time. 
a Mr, Johnstone then stated, that he was 
|  Teady to consent to what had been pro- 
posed, but he begged leave at the same 
time to state, that it was perfectly in order 
and consistent with the duty of any mem- 
} 


‘tw that company, and to limit the duration 


. Contended amounted to a premium to the 


_ Jaid: before the house an Account of the 
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formed to in every instance in which it 
could be carried into effect, but was appre- 
hensive that it might not be possible to 
get upon it in all—Mr. H. Thornton pre- 
gented 2 Petition from the directors of the 
Sierra Leone Company, praying for leave 
to bring in @ bill for re-investing in his ma- 
jesty the possessions that had been granted 


ofthe company, The Speaker desired to 
be informed, whether the prayer of the pe- 
tition involved any application for a grant 
of public money? Mr. Thornton replied, 
that it might be taken to have that effect, 
as the expetices which the company had 
heretofore been enabled to defray by an- 
nual grants from parliement, would here- 
after be to be defrayed by the government. 
The sea then observed, that in any 
case of a direct application for public mo- 
ney, the house could not receive from any 
individual a petition, without the consent 
of the crown; though, where the interests 
of his majesty were only indirectly con- 
cerned, such consent might be signified in 
any stage of the measure, which was to be 
founded on the petition. The house was 


admitted to British Register, from the com- 
mencement of the présent war to the 5th 
of January, 1807. ; 

[Nevrrat Trapve, Buenos AYrrs, 
&e.] Sit T. Turton seeing a noble lord 
(Howick) in his place, rose for the purpose 
of putting two or three questions to his 
lordship on certain points which appeared 
to him to require explanation. That noble 
lord, in his answer to a question from a 
learned gent. (Mr. Perceval) on a former 
night, stated, that his niajesty’s ministers 
had, in the treaty which they had conclu- 
ded with America, reserved to themselves 
the right of protecting the trade of this 
countty against the measures of the eneiny. 
If he understood the noble lord’s answer 
right, it amounted to this, that his majes= 
ty’s ministers had reserved the right to act 
for the protection of British trade, by the 
adoption of sach measures towards soa oh 


,as they should submit to at the hands o 
France, If he was correct in his interpre- 
tation of bis lordship’s answer, he wished to 


be informed whether, in the event of its 
being necessary to adopt more vigorous 


‘Measdres than were authorized by his ma- 


therefore not precluded from receiving this | jesty’s proclamation, there was any thing 


petition. The petition was then brought 
up, and referred to a select committee.— 
Mr, Jacob observed, that an account had 
been moved for, and ordered on a former 
day, of the number of ships engaged’ and 
registered, in the British trade, and stated 
his desire to move for another paper, that 
would be supplemental to that, and was 
necessary in order to put the house in pos- 
session of the. whole subject. paper 
he proposed to move for, was, an Account 
of tie number of British ships that had 
been captured by the enemy, and without 
being re-captured, had been admitted again 
to British Register. ‘The practice was, to 
have such vessels taken’into' the enemy’s 
ports, where they were sold to neutrals, 
and afterwards were allowed tobe replaced 
onthe British Register, This practice he 


enemy for the capture of British vessels, 
as the neutral would not give half the price 
for the ships if lié liad not the power of 
os again on the British Register. 

rd H. Petty was not’ aware of any pur- 
ticular objection to the motion, a3 a paper 
of a similar description was already on the 
table. It! was then ordered, that there be 


in the late treaty with America, which 
would prevent his majesty’s ministers from 
resorting to such measures? He was in- 
duced to ask this’ question becausé of the 
opposition that had been stated to the 
learned gent. for the production of a copy 
of his majesty’s proclamation. Besides, it 
would be desirable for the house to be in- 
formed upon this head, previous to the de- 
bate that was to take place on the learned 
gent.’s motion, and it was peculiarly neces- 
sary to’ know whether his majesty’s minis- 
ters could act with the vigour which cir- 
cumstances might requiré on account. of 
the artful and insidious understanding 
which seeniéd to exist between tlie French 
and American governments. He wished 
to know whether they could udopt mea- 
surés for the blockade of the ports of the 
étiemy in the West Indies? The second 
question was relative to a late issue of 
money to the continent. It was notorious 
to every person, that am issue of money, 
tothe amount of 3 or 400,000/, had been 
transmitted to the continent ; and he wished 
to ask the noble lord upon what vote of 
that house such money had been issued. 
The last subject upon which he wished for 
information was one which had greatly agi- 


nuoiber of British ships’ captured bythe] tated the public mind for the last three or 


_ tnemy, and afterwards without re-capture, | four days, he meant the situation of Buenos 


Vor. VIII. 
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Ayres. . He wished tovask. whether his: ma- 
jesty's ministers .were. in possession of any 
real information respecting the actual state 
of that-colony? » He.did not see the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. T. Grenville) in his place, 
to whom this question ought particularly 
to be addressed, as relating principally to 
his.department. He trusted, however, it 
would not be.imputed to him as any want 
of fairness, if he put the question in that 
right hon, gent.’s absence. The hon. baro- 
net. here began to comment with some se- 
verity ou the letter that had been sent to 
the mansion house, on Saturday, when he 
was interrupted by a general cry of “ order! 
order!” and. concluded by apologizing for 
any irregularity he might have fallen into, 
and requesting to know whether, ministers 
had any real information on the subject ? 

_ Lord Howick, in: answer to the explana- 
tion desired by the hon,. baronet, of his 
answer. to a;question of a learned gent. on 
a former night, had only to restate what 
he had said on that occasion. The treaty 
with America would not. prevent his ma- 
jesty from resorting to such. measures for 
distressing the trade of the enemy, as neu- 
trals should submit to on the part of the 
French government. Whether this: was 
provided. for in the late treaty, or other- 
wise, it.was not for him then to state. The 
house would be aware ‘that this was not 
the time for the publicaticn, or discussion 
of the terms of. a. treaty, which. was still 


subject tq eventual ratification.. This was’ 


all he thought necessary in answer to that 
part of the hon. baronet’s enquiry : but he 
could not pass by without an observation 
on the extraordinary ground upon which he 
had thought proper to found his question, 
namely, that the house should. be put in 
-possession of the express stipulations of the 
treaty with America on this head, prepa- 
ratory to the discussion of the motion of 
the learned gent. opposite (Mr. Perceval). 
To a question put on such aground he 
could not-be bound to make any answer, 
ecause he would not be justified in any 
_premature disclosure of terms of that treaty : 
with regard to the right of blockade, that 
‘was a general right resulting from a state 
of war, and which his majesty’s ministers 
could not be suppased to have given up. 
.The exercise of that right, however, must 
be in a great degree lett to their discretion, 
‘and he trusted the house would not in- 
terfere, until they should seestrong grounds 
__of suspicion that such discretion bad been 
abuse’, . With respect tq the issue of 


money to. the continent, he could answer. 
the question of the hon, baronet, that it 
was the balance due to the court of Russia, 
under the provisions of a treaty-then up 

the table of the house. .As to the be 
question of the hon, baronet, which, the 
hon. baronet himself had admitted, would 
more properly have been addressed tog 
right hon. friend of bis, not then in the 
house, all he had to say upon that subject. 
was, that the letters, which had been res 
ceived concerning it, had already been. 
communicated to the public. He was not 


ject, which his majesty’s ministers thought 
necessary to be produced to the public. 
Sir T. Turton thanked the. noble lord fog 
the manliness and candour of his answers, 
He wished only to know, whether. bis ma 


right of adopting more vigorous measures; 
because the answer of the noble lord on 
the former occasion, had been variously, 
stated to him. 


ticular ground that measure had been 
founded?) He now perceived that it was 
founded on the treaty of 1805, which was 
no. longer in force; and as this did)not 
seem satisfactory to him, he proposed, on 
some future day, to. submit a motion to 
the house on the subject. ud 

Lord Howick desired it might be. diss 
tinctly understood that the money sentewas 
only the balance due to Russia for services 
performed under the stipulations, of that 
treaty. 

Mr. Perceval did not mean to prolong 
this conversation, but as his notice, had 


took that opportunity. of .intimating bis in- 
tention, in consequence of the unavoidable 
absence of an hon. friend, to put off his 
motion, from the Thursday for which it 
was then fixed, to the Tuesday following. 
The learned gent. at the same time dis- 
claimed any wish to force the terms of the 
treaty with America into premature dis+ 
cussion. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, January 

[Suave Trape Asouition Brt,] 
Lord Grenville said, that finding it would 
better suit the convenience of many noble 
lords to have the discussion on the bill for 
abolishing the Slave Trade postponed, he 


- 


| aware of any other information on the subs, 


jesty’s ministers had actually reserved the. 


As to the issue of the mo~ 
ney, he wished to be informed on what party. 


been adverted to in the course of it, he 


rose for the purpose of moving to defer the. 
second reading of the bill till Monday 
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for a burgess to serve for Coleraine, in the 


_ jects, previous to the discussion upon: the 


expect.—-The 


s@nnight. He confessed it was with great 
reluctance that he consented to postpone 
ameasure of’ such great importance, and 
which demanded anearly discussion. It 
was, however, of importance that the 
‘eonsideration of this measure should be-so 
fixed as to enable as many of the noble 
Jords.as possible to attend the discussion, 
and» therefore he moved to defer the. se- 
cond reading till Monday se’nnight. 

» The Earl of Westmoreland rose to thank 
the noble lord for the proposed delay. He 
was, however, of opinion, that the extended 
time now proposed, was no more than suf- 
ficient to allow the bill to be properly 
known’ and considered throughout the 
country. The noble lord then moved for 
an address to his majesty, praying that 
there might be laid before the house co- 
pies or extracts of any correspondence 
between his majesty’s principal secretary of 
state, and the governors of the colonies, 
respecting the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the slaves, end the effect of the abo- 
lition of the trade in slaves in the colo- 
nies. - Information on these points had 
‘not, he observed, been laid before that 
house for several years, and he thought it 
of importance that they should be put in 
possession of information upon these sub- 


pill for abolishing the slave trade. 
» Lord Grenville said he had no objection 
- to the motion, although he doubted whether 
the production of these papers would af- 
ford so many proofs of zeal in the colonies, 
with respect to the objects comprised in 
the motion, as the noble lord seemed to 
motion was agreed to. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, January 21. 
[Minurss.] new writ was issued 


room of sir G.-F. Hill, who had made his 
election for Londonderry.x—The deputy 
clerk of the crown attended, pursuant to 
order, and erased the names of lord Fitz- 


harris and lord Palmerston, who were re-} 


turned with Mr. L. P. Jones and colonel 
Wilder to serve for the borough of Hor- 
sham.—Sir J. Newport brought in the bill 
to amend the Corn Intercourse act, passed 


last ssession,.-by not extending the provi-}- 


sion of the former act to any grain not 
the growth of Great Britain and Ireland. 
The bill was read a first time. 
{[Loypoyperry Execrion Prtition.] 
‘General Walpole. moved that the order 
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of the day for hearing this petition be dis- 
charged, and proposed that the 17th of 
March be the day fixed upon for that pur- 
pose, as much ‘more convenient to:the par- 
ty petitioning. 
Mr. W. Dundas thought, ‘that such a 
motion not beiig a motion of course, some’ 
reason should be specified to. induce the 
house to do that which, upon mere gene-’ 
ral grounds, it seemed averse to.do. He, 
for his part, was’ such an enemy: to any 
teazing. procrastination in the case of elec= 
tion petitions, that he should feel it ‘his 
duty to vote againstthe motion ofthe hon. 
general, unless it appeared to him to’ be 
upon substantial ‘reasons. The - 
on. general had stated merely, that if his 
motion was not agreed to; it would be 
productive of inconvenience to the peti- 
tioning party. This might:be true, but it 
was, notwithstanding, too loose and gene- 
ral a statement to warrant the extraordina- 
ry indulgence now called for. 
General Walpole said that when a simi- 
lar indulgence was claimed for the Aber- * 
deen petition, the hon. gent. did not seem 
to think this indulgeuce so extraordinary, 
nor did he in that instance at least appear 
such an enemy to delay as-he now profes- 
sed himself to be. And yet with respect 
to the two cases, they were entirely ana- 
logous, except in one or. two points, which 
gave that of the Londonderry petition 
stronger claim upon the indulgence of that 
house. Both plaees were precisely the 
saine distance, with this difference, and a 
material one it was, the great uncertainty 
of passage. His own repeated experience 
had enabled him to state, that the commu- 
nication between the two countries as to 
the county in question, had often not been 
effected within less than a fortnight, and to 
his own persoual knowledge, once did not 
take place within less than 3 weeks, He 
moved, therefore, for the delay, in order 
that sufficient time might be allowed for 
the necessary exchange of communications 
between this country and Ireland. 

Mr. W. Dundas replied, that six weeks 
had already elapsed since the petition had 
‘been presented, and that in that time the 
necessary communication might have been 
made, i 
Sir J. Newport apologised for trespassing 
upon the house, but as he had been as yet 
the only member whohad travelled through 
the fiery ordeal of an Irish election peti- 
tion, ‘the ‘subject was ‘too “interesting for 
him to let pass without some observation. 
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He begged leave to assure the honse of the 
indigpensable necessity of an Irish agent 
being brought ever here, and that even 
this step, simple as.it might appear, was, 
he. could state from experience, productive 
of great trouble and considerable delay ; 
‘besides, it was not ove simple communica- 
tion that might be necessary, but perhaps 
more, as, if some errors accompanied the 
first here, this first should be sent back 
again, and thus the delay of transmission 
might be very reasonably expected. The 
house had granted a further day in the 
case of the Aberdeen petition, and for his 
parthe thought that there were twenty times 
the grounds for granting a like indulgence 
the present case. 

Mr. Ws Dundas, in explanation, d 
leave to remind the house, that the Aber- 
deen case was in two material points dis- 
tinct. from that now before the house ; 
the peculiar circumstance of the Scotch 
baronet, and the agreement of both the 
parties iu their joint wish for a more dis- 
tant day. 

Mr. Bereeval objected. to the principle 
laid down by an hon, gent., that the sit- 
ting member allowed to enjoy the privilege 
of a sgat in.that house, had no reason to 
gomplain of delay upon the part of the 
vetitioners, because that such a prin- 
siple. might be readily applied to all 
election petitions, and therefore could not 
be. advanced, as peculiar claim upon a pe- 
euliar indulgence; and because. that even 
admitting it, suspense was not of ail states 
the most enviable ; nor did he at all think 
it unreasonable that the sitting member 
should wish that his suspense should be put 
as short a period to as possible, as it was 
very natural for any man in that house to 
feel himself more comfortable in the pos- 
session of his seat in parliament, when all 
doubts as to the permanency of that pos- 
session. was. removed, As to the argue 
ment of delay upon the grounds of .neces- 
sary communications, and bringing over 
Irish agents, it had not been alleged that 
such delay was not foreseen, and if it was 
foreseen, there was certainly sufficient time 
to provide, against it, as six weeks had 
elapsed since the petition had »been pre+ 
sented. 

General Walpole answered, that, the de- 
lay that had bitherto occurred, was owing 
to the absence of the petitioner in: Ire- 
Lord Howick. begged leave to correct 
the statement of the learned gent. (Mr. 
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Perceval). Six weeks could not possibly 
have elapsed since the presenting of the 


which it related was one of the latest ig 
Ireland ; at the same time he would say, that 


‘however entitled the circumstance of the 


present case was to the indulgence of that 
house, still he was aware that. gentlemen 


dent that might in other cases be produces 
tive of inconvenient operations. From the 
connection subsisting between the party 
petitioning and himself, his lordship said 


would wisely exercise its own discretion, 
and that if the circumstances were suffie 
ciently strong to justify the present mos 
tion, that motion would be acceded to, 


ven in in the first week of December, and 
contended that, at the time, the party peti. 
tioning must have been aware of all the 
consequent delay a petition would be pros 
ductive of, and the term of time the pres 
paratory business would necessarily require. 

Mr. C. Wynne maintained, that it was 
impossible for a party petitioning to be aps 
prised of all the circumstances at the close 
of the election, and that it was upon thig 


persons petitioning. He thought that in 
general, Irish petitions, with respect to the 
grant of a distant day, had peculiar claims 
upon the indulgence of the house. 

Lord G. Beresford said, that he did not 
receive notice of this petition till the 3d of 
January, and yet that since that day he 
had been able to effect such communica- 
tion with Ireland, that he professed himself 
ready at that moment to go before the com. 
mittee.— The house then divided upon the 
motion of general Walpole, that the ordet 
of the day for hearing the said petition be 
discharged. Ayes,67.; noes, 49. The pe- 
tion was then ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration on the 37th of March. 

[Army Esrimares.}] Lord Castlereagh, 
before the order of the day should be pro- 
ceeded upon, wished for some explanation 
on a point very material to the discussion. 
The right hon. secretary opposite, on open- 
ing his military plan last year, had stated, 
that it was not intended to apply to the 
men then serving, the system of discharges 


men who were entitled by having served 
so: long, were to have the increased 


petition in question, as the election to 
should be cautious in establishing a preces — 


he was unwilling to go into the merits. of — 
the question, satisfied that the house 


Mr. Rose said, that the return was ais 


principle that parliament granted 14 days. 
‘from the. first day of their sitting to all 


at the end of. 7 and 14 years; but that the’ 
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been in contemplation at the period alla. 


‘full pensions the men who had served 21 


tally ;. and which had not yet been deci- 


Embodied Militia and 


ars} 


jon of pay and allowance. In a sub- 
sequent discussionjthe right hon, gentleman 
bad stated, that it was intended to dis- 
charge the men who bad served 21 years, 
with fall pensions. He wished to know 
whether this intention had been carried in- 
to effect? Whether the men who. had  ser- 
ved 21 years were dischar.ed, or still re- 
tained in service; if they were retained 
ia service, whether it was voluntary; and 
fit was voluntary, whether they had the 
increased advan of pay and allowan- 


ces; and also, if they had been discharged, | 


whether they had the full pensions? 
Mr. Secretary Windham said; it had 


ded to by the noble lord, to discharge with 


years. His. own opinion as to the propri- 
ety of that proceeding was still the same, 
But it was a point that rested with the dis- 
cretion of his majesty’s government gene- 


dedupon. The men who had served that 
period of time liad not demanded their dis- 


charges, they of course remained still in the} 


service, having all the advantages of pay 
and allowances which the vote of last ses- 
sion granted. 

On the motion of the secretary at war, 
the house went into a committee of supply, 
to which were referred the Army Estimates, 
presented by him, on the 14th instant, and 
the Estimates of the Barrack Department, 


and the commissariat, preseiited by Mr.} 


Vansittart on the 14th inst. 

The Secretary at War said, that as the 
estimates he had to move were, with very 
few exceptions, made conformable to those 
of the last year, it would not be necessary 
for him to trespass upon the liouse, at any 
considerable length. The estimates now 
before the committee were classed under 
namely, = 

ER. Cuarce. 


4051623 0 6 


260914313 9 
582397 0 0 


Guards, 


113795. 


Forces in the Planta- 


79158 


tions, Kc ....- 
25115 


3, India Forces... . 
25214 10 0 
227249 0 10 
190529,17 6 
2195644 7 5 
17 


3. Recruiting and Con- 
tingencies 
4. General and Staff 


Fencible Infantry . 94202 
%, Contingencies for dit- 


4 
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157287 16 4 


$4418 11 @ 
221200 18 


199515 218 
+4000 
750 0.8 


Clothing for ditto . 
10, Full Pay to Supernu- . 
merary Officers. ——— 
11. Public Departments ——— 
1%, Allowance to Inn- . 
keepers, 
13, Half Pay and Mili- 
tary Allowances . 
14. Ditto American 


‘In - Pensioners of 
Chelsea and Kil- 
mainham Hospitals ———- 
Out-Pensioners: ‘of 
dite... 
. Widows’ Pensions 
, Volunteer Corps . ——— 
. Foreign Corps .. 21473 
. Royal Military Col- 
Royal Military Asy- 
lam 


‘50507 19 9 


355785 7 & 
1490301 4 


3. Allowan ces to Reti 

red and Officiating 
Chaplains... 

, Hospital. Expences. 
Ireland) 
arrack Depart- 
ment (ditto)... 
‘Compasvionate List, 


394180 14749348 12 4 
Deduct the India 8 
Forces 25115 §829397 0 6 


Totan-.» 309065 14160951.12. 
In the multiplicity of services compres 
hended in the estimates, some variations 
‘in the charges must of course occasionally 
occur. But the variatiou upon thewhole was 
small. The difference was, in point of 
ber of men, 5284, and in point of charge 
9,1762. There.was. thus an excess in this 
year, but still there was a nearer coinci+ 
dence than in any other two years, It was 
only where the variation was consideras 
ble, that he should take any particular 
notice of it, leaving the less material 
points to be explained afterwards. If any 
gentlemen should wish for particular ine 
formation about them. The scale of the 
establishment was nearly the same as in the 
last year, being at the rate of 800 men 2 
regiment for cavalry ; and of battalions of 
1200 men, 1000, 800, 600, or 400,: for 
the infantry, according to theactual strength . 
of the corps, as nearly as it could be esti- © 
mated. He should consider the two first 
lestimates, that of Guards and Garrisons, 
and that of the plantations together, as 
‘comprising the whole of the regular army 
jat home and abroad. On thisitem there 
'was ati increase. of 241,587/. This 
considerable increase, but. it was owing: 


| 
| 
Forces. 
15. Ditté Scotch Bri+ 
16 
17 
I 
20 832540 19 9 
21 
22175. 5 
22 
21227 & 
18208 15°18 
9 
18461 10 10 
469450 12 6 
9 12000 @ 
Garrisons, 
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_ principally to the addition to thé establish- 
ment of one new regiment of foot, the 
10lst, which was the only one of the Irish 
regiments, ordered to be raised some time 
since, ‘that -had- been .completed.. There 
were also six garrison battalions, compo- 

_ sed of the men raiséd under the Defence 
act,, who had not volunteered for general 
service. Gentlemen weré aware that no 
further proceedings were: to be had under 

. . the defence act after the last year. . These 

battalions »were_instituted to receive. the 
men from the second battalions, who would 
éngage for home'service only... There were 
besides ten veteran battalions, the corps 
for garrison service in Canada, and the 

_ corps called the royal African, part of 
which was'in Africa;-and the other part in 
the West Indies; and’to the latter part of 
which ‘an addition of two companies was 

- made. There were also 11 companies of 

Sicilian troops ‘attached .to the regiments 
at present in Sicily, and commanded by 
British ‘officers: It was expected, natu- 

_ tally, that the raising of this force would 
attach the natives of Sicily to the British 
standard, and that it would render thcir 

_ aid‘and their services available, in the best 

* possible-manner. There was an increase 

. Of the staff officers for foreign service, 
_ which had naturally arisen from the expe- 

ditions that had been sent out. There 

_ Was an increase in the commissariat from 

_ the same cause; and there was an addi- 

tional charge of 110,000/. for the increa- 
sed pay and allowances voted in the last 
year. The total amount of the increase in 
all the items was 439,732/. The amount 
_ of decrease which was to be deducted, was 
composed of the 25th dragoons in India, and 
the royal waggon train reduced to 4 com- 
panies, and 7 battalions of infantry; the 

_ reductions on which amounted altogether 

to 81,7711. There was, besides, a saving 
of 30,000/. in the transport of troops from 

_ the Irish establishment. When the amount 

_ Of these articles of decrease was deducted, 

' there would remain a balance of increase 

Of 241,5371. The next branch of the es- 

timates was the Public. Departments, in 
which there was an increase of 44,222/. 
Of this 40,000/. had arisen on account of 
the ‘auditor of the exchequer, for exchequer 
bills, to make good a deficiency of 20,0001. 
_ from the last year, and the remainder for 
the current service. The charge of a num- 
ber of offices had been taken from. the ex- 
traordiuaries of the army, and. included 
in these estimates, gu the principle that 
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‘it'was desirable to reduce to the certainty 
of estimate, every thing of which an ese 
timate.could be formed; Of these offices, 
that of the commander-in-chief amounted 
to 7,560/. In addition to this, there wags 
the charge of the quarter-master-general’s 
department ; that of the adjutant-genes 


army medical-board, the office of the 
judge-advocate-general, and the comptrols 
ler of the army accounts, making altoge- 
ther 44,222/. The next increase arose 
from the arrangements adopted in the 
last session, with respect to the out-pen« 
siouers of Chelsea. ‘The amount of this 
increase was considerable ; it was 114,171, 
The next estimate was oue in which seve- 
ral debates had taken place, the Volunteer 
corps. The gentleman would, he was.sure, 
hear with pleasure, that under this head, 
there was a saving of 248,000/. but for 
the circumstance of its having become ne- 
cessary to keep the corps, in certain parts 
of Ireland, on permanent duty. for four. 
months, instead of one, as had been cal- 
culated. This prolongation of permanent 
duty had caused a diminution of the sa- 


was another item which produced a dew 
‘crease of charge in this department, though 
not to the public ; he» meant the transfer 
of the artillery of the German legion to the 
ordnance department. The decrease pro- 
duced in the department of the secretary 
at war by this transfer, was 153,658/. 
There was one estimate of charge in the 
paper now before the house, which was 
entirely new. It was the Compassionate 
List, for which no actual provision had 
ever before been made by parliament. 


imaginary fund, savings upon the half-pay, 
which did not exist.. It was now judged 


and to require .a distinct provision. It 
was impossible to confine the subject of this 
charge within a particular estimate. It 
was taken at 12,000/. -If it should exceed 
that, the deficiency would be made good 
afterwards, The utmost that was given to 
any one person, was 20/. a year. He 
would not detain the house with going 
further into the detail’ of the items, but 
would content himself with stating that he 
was ready to give the fullest information 
that any gentleman~could. require upon 
any, point. The present estimates had 
been formed with the utmost attention tg 
public economy,.as woyld appear to every 


ral, the inspector-general of recruits, the - 


ving to the amount of 119,000/. There 


For several years it had rested upon an. 


proper to state the exigency to parliament, 


las 
wi 
th 
th 
fo 
of 
fr 
£ 
a 
a 
t 
f 
| 
ia 


get 
to 
al 
of 
th 
TI 
| 
| 


gentleman on.investigation. With a view 
to a better insight into this point, he 
‘thought it would be better to separate the 
consideration of the additional pay and 
allowances, and to compare the expences 
of the last and the present year, as if 
that addition had not in fact taken place. 
The total amount of the estimates of the 
last year, exelusive of the additional pay, 
was. 13,936,321/. The total amount of 
the estimates of this year, exclusive of 
the additional pay, was 13,710,951/. af- 
fording a difference in favour of this year 
of 225,399/. But there was a drawback 
to be made from thissaving, in consequence 
of certain charges which were withdrawn 
from the war office, and provided for else- 
where, to the amount of 120,000/.. On 
. the whole view of the estimate, there was 
ground for congratulating the country on 
an augmentation of the number of forces, 
and a decrease of the expense of the esta- 
blishment, of .150,000/.. The additional 
expenses upon the whole, inclusive of the 
additional. pay, were but 451,000/. On 
the full consideration of the estimates, he 
~ was of opinion the hon. gent. (Mr. John- 
stone) who had the’ other night given no- 


tice of a charge against ministers, for 


_ waste of the public money, would be very 
much at.a loss for any foundation in the 
' military departments, In 1806, when the 
present ministers had first come into office, 
if they had proceeded according to the sys- 
tem before acted upon, without any refor- 
mation, the total charge would -have 
amounted to no less than 14,800,000/. 
He did not mean to.state that his majesty’s 
late ministers-would have come to parlia- 
ment for that.sum, but that they must 
have asked for that sum according to. the 
former scale, unless certain reductions, of 
which he was not aware, should have ta- 
ken place. Thus there would have been, 
according to the old scale, an additional 
charge of 640,000/. exclusive of the addi- 
tional pay and allowances; but with the 
additional pay and allowances, of 800,000/. 
There were only two or three other points 
upon which he would have to claim the 
indulgence of that house. The general 
training he should leave to his right hon, 
friend (Mr. Windham) who had formed the 
plan, and to whose department it-belong- 
ed. He should, therefore, content him- 
self with stating, that the returns had been 
made, and that every -thing was ready for 
carrying it into execution, whenever his 
majesty’s ministers should think fit. The 
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next point was that of the volunteers, and 
it was matter of satisfaction to him to state; 
as he was sure it would be to every: gen” 
tleman in the house to hear, that all the 
gloomy apprehensiunsthat had been formed, 
and all the dire predictions that had- been” 
put forth of the whole dissolution of that 
respectable body, in consequence of the 
reductions made in its expenditure in the 
last session, had been completely falsified 
in the event. During the agitation of the 
public mind, and of the volunteers, which 
had- been produced’ by misrepresentation 
and studious irritation, while: the subject - 
was under discussion, some symptoms of 
disinclination to further service might have’ 
appeared. But on better’ considerationy 
and better understanding, these ill-advised 
discontents subsided, and the same order; 
for the service of the country remained; 
without any material defalcation: in \poiné 
of numbers. By 'the papers on the'table 
appeared, that the diminution in thecefs 
fective strength of the volunteers) wae 
very inconsiderable.. But he would state 
the amount of the establishment rathet 
than the effective, as that would afford the 
fairest means of judging of theextent of tlie 
operation of the late regulations. — At the 
present moment, the apprebensions of ans 
vasion, that bad called forth and stimus 
lated the volunteers, -had)isubsided, and 
some relaxation of activity may have arisen 
in consequence ; ‘but there was’ no doubt 
that this highly estimable descriptionof the 
public force would again display, its'cha¥ 
racteristic zealand spirit, if a:renewalsof 
the enemy's menaces should call for a simi 
lar ardour and energy. (Hear! hear!from 
the opposition bench.) The hon, gentlemen 
opposite seemed to triumph.in this testie 
mony to the merit. of the volunteers, as:if 
it was a sort of inconsistency im his majes+ 
ty’s present servants. But the present:mis 
nisters had found fault, not with thevoe 
lunteers themselves, but with the manner 
in which the hon. gentlemen opposite had 
organized them. Certainly the present mis 
nisters had never been guilty of uttering 
any charge so disrespectful, as that so 
tinaciously upheld by the hon; gentlemen 
opposite, that the volunteers would disband 
themselves, in the event of any reduction 
of their pay or allowances. He was:con= 
fident that the volunteers were still actu» 
ated by the same:steady attachment to’ the 
cause of their country,and equally ready 
to expose their lives for its defence, though 
their pay was diminished. He thought 
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the proper way of judging this point was, 
to take the amount of the establishment, 
- which would best shew the numbers that 
bad disbanded themselves, from dissatis- 
faction with the new arrangement. The 
whole number that bad retired from this 
¢ause, was 14,486. The number that re- 
mained on service was 363,400. The next 
point. was the alteration in the system of 

“ geeruiting; a point which had been dis- 
@ussed more than any other. The expla- 
mation of what had taken place on this head 
belonged, more properly, perhaps, to a per- 
son much more able than he: but in con- 
sideration of the anxiety the house natu- 
pally felt upon it, he thought it right to say 
something with respect to it here. It 
would be remembered by many gentlemen, 
that:so long as 12 years-ago, he had urged 
the propriety of adopting a measure of this 
kind for the amelioration of the army, It 
sould: be remembered also, that he never 

' from the adoption of it, any sud- 
den effect, but rather a gradual ameliora 
tion in the recruiting of the army, leading 
to the most beneficial effects.. He 

was of opinion that the measure, so far as 
now been tried, gave full appearance 
of the benefits he had anticipated, und he 
- fas satisfied that while it continued to be 
tried,.it would be found more beueficial 
every, year. Itwas no argument agninet 
the permanent: benefit, that no’ rapid im- 
provement had yet: been felt, br was not 
till last October that the measure had: been 
vegulariy carried into effect. vently 
there: had not been fair trial im the last 
year, would, perhaps, be taking too 
much  eredit ‘to this measure to impute to 
itethe whole of’ the:inprovement in the re- 
enuiting department that lad taken place 
since, October; but it was certain: that it 
had: been eminently successful in the two 
great objectsof obtaining a greater number 
efvmen at a lower bounty. It had also 
been-eminently successful: in another great 
and beneficial: point of view, the diminu- 
tion of'desertion, ‘Phese advantages 
‘were: conspicuousin: the short period of the 
lest:year;-in:which the new system had been 
acted vpen;: and ifiit had been tried-in the 
other & months of the year, he wage certain 
the betieficialeffects of iv would :trave’ been 
more- conspicuous, These'were the: only 
topics ‘he felt it hieduty to notice. Hany 
gentleman required farther explanations; lie 
would most readily. give them. He: con- 
eluded: with mowing the: first: Resolution, 
“That 119,795 effective meh, ‘conis- 


sioned and non-commissioned officers iq, 
chaded, be employed in the United King. 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, from 
the 25th of Dec. 1806, to the 24th of Dee, 
1807.” On the question being put, 

Lord Castlereagh rose. He said he had 
listened with great attention to the states 


ment of the fight hom gent., and thovgh 


he did not mean to enter into the items, 
he confessed, he certainly felt considerablé 
difficulty 
from the circumstance of the estimates fof 
being printed, and still more from the watit 
of any distinct specification, as to a great 
part of the expence, that had arisen out of 
thenew measures adopted in the last session, 
Ft was difficult to come prepared to state 
ah opinion generally upon 4 large branel 
of the public expenditure, when a great 
part of the expenditure of that branch ré 
mained wholly unexplained. ‘He t 

parliament was unnecessarily subjected t6 
this difficulty, and that a more full expla 
nation might have been afforded before thé 
estimates were called for. He had’ 
gined that when parliament was called to- 
gether at a period so unusual, and so in- 


consistent with the habits of the country, | 
some measure connected with the paras . 


wount interests. of the people must havé 
been the motive. Nothing, however, had 
yet beensubmitted to parliament, but the 
ordinary routine business, except merely 
the negoviation papers. And he was’ of 


opinion that the discussion of that subject, 


too, might better have been postponed till 
@ period more congenial to the parliamen- 
tary practice of business, and more likely 
to be accompanied witha full attendance 
of members. Such a postponement would 
have suited a subject imvolving’ so niate- 
riully the charaeter and conduct of minis- 
ters, atid the honour and! interest of the 
country; andit would have’ been more be 


coming than the unnecessary precipitation 


with which the papers Wad been forced 
upon the corsideration. of parliament. The 


rigtit’ Hon. gent. who’ had! operied’ this 
bate, was not in the immediate councils of » 


his’ majesty; but he held high'and: re 
sponsible’ situation, and ought, therefre, 
to: be: able to assign: sufficient grounds for 
the manner’ in which he acted. - In. the'last 
year, the-right hen. 
ward the Army Estimates four times, in- 
stead of one} it? order'to-allow time-to ma 


ture vheearrangements which were then ufi- 


der contemplation, He wished to know 


why the:'sdme-space might:not'be now ale 


in entering into this disetission, — 


gent. had ‘brought'fore 


lowed for the completion and elucidation 
of artangement, and what occasion there 
was for the present unexplained precipi- 
tancy? There was on the notice book, an 
jntimation from the right hon. gent. at the 
head of the admiralty, that he meant on 
Friday to move for 10,000 additional sea- 
men. He did not suppose that he should 
resist the motion; but he thought it would 
have been better to complete the arrange- 
ment for the year before any yearly esti- 
mates were submitted, rather than to come 
forward with an imperfect estimate in the 
first instance, and a supplementary esti- 
mate after. He-was sorry tosee the house 
called upon by the present proposition to 
sanction by implication the new military 

_ Ineasures, the charges for which were in- 
cluded in the vote without any explanation 
as to their effect, or their distinct expence. 

_ He, for one, thought that system could not 
possibly be persevered in. It was parti- 
cularly improper to call on a new parlia- 
ment at the close of the Christmas holidays, 
' when members were not in full attendance, 
to approve those measures, without a full 
explanation of their effect, and a distinct 
specification of the expence. This preci- 
pitancy was the less excusable, as there 
would have been no difficulty to vote any 
necessary sum om account, in order to 
allow time to place the whole subject, in 
all its branches, fully under the view of 
the house. The right hon. gent. had made bis 
statement with great candour ; but he had, 
in his opinion, taken too narrow a view of 
the subject ; and much of the last part of 
what the right hon. gent. had said, made 
him sorry that the custom of building upon 
establishments had been-resorted to. The 
effective force on foot should be looked to, 
and then it would be to be considered whe- 
ther ministers had an army adequate to the 
expence to which they put the country; 
and whether there was any reason to hope 
for a force sufficient to consume what par- 
Jiament was called upon to vote. This 
boasted national saving of 240,000/., always 
excepting the new expenditure, was an 
ecouomy upon establishment alone, and 
not upon the effective force serving against 
the enemy. He should be extremely glad 
_»)to see in his majesty’s ministers any indi- 
«ations of vigour which would justify him 
in looking forward to the efficient expen- 

_ diture af, @ great part of their supplies, 
' which could not possibly be expended in 
the present -state of the army.. He was 
sure the right hon. gent. opposite had too 

Vou. VHI. : 


PARL; DEBATES, January 21, 1807.—Army Estimates. 


{ese 


much fairness to arrogate credit for eco- 
nomy upon the comparative establishments, 
taken at different times, and under different 
circumstances. Though the right hon. 
gent. was not in the cabinet, he ought to 
be able to state fully the grounds of any 
vote he proposed. The right hon. gent. 
ought to ground the vote, not on the esti- 
mate, but on the effective. Upon refe+ 
rence to the estimates, the gross number 
of men was 334,180. From this was to 
be deducted the number of commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, who amounted, in the proportion af 
about one-eighth, to about 41,095, leaving 
293,400. ‘This was the estimate of esta- 
‘blishment; but, looking to the effective, 
‘there was a further deduction to be made 
for a deficiency of 37,000, which would 
reduce the actual force to 260,555. He 
was always desirous to vote supplies to the 
full extent in which they could be made 
use of for the benefit of the country; but 
he thought it teo much to ask funds for 
37,000 men, who were not in existence, 
nor likely tobe so. If his majesty’s minis- 
ters could shew any probability that in any 
part of the year these 37,000 men would 
be in service, he would readily grant the 
vote ; but, if there were no prospect of that, 
though he held it to be the duty of the 
house to grant the fullest supplies that 
could be made use of for the benefit of the 
country, he could not in any case think it 
warrantable to grant a supply of this 
amount, without any prospect that it would 
be used. The total absence of ground for 
the demand was enough to render it indis- 
pensable with him to refuse the grant, how- 
ever unwilling he was to doso. It was the 
duty of ministers to adopt measures cal- 
culated to carry the effective strength of 
the army to the height at which it ought 
to be; for in all the discussions this sub- _ 
ject had undergone, in all the diversity of 
Opinions as to the means, this one prin- 
ciple, at least, was universally agreed upon, 
that the effective strength of the regular 
army ought to be carried considerably be- 
yond its present amount. Nothing had 
occurred since the agitation of military 
subjects in that house, in March last, to in- 
duce any wish to diminish the force of the 
country. If our operations could not be 
directed towards the Continent, our troops 
might be employed in maritime attacks. 
It was true, that in March last the French © 
armies. were on -the borders af Hungary, 


now they were on the.bauks of 


| 


the Vistula; but this was not a circum- 
- stance which should Jead us to be remiss 


‘in our exertions. If the internal security 
of the country were a matter of concern to 
the right hon. gent. opposite, (and that 
‘right -hon. gent. had formerly expressed 


‘himself very gloomily on that subject,) 


he wished him to consider in what situation 
Great Britain might be placed, if the French 


emperor, having obtained his object in Po- 


‘land, was enabled, either by peace or by 
war, to liberate his army from that coun- 


try. Prussia had been moved from the 


military map of Europe.—The power of 
the enemy would envelope + from the 
Baltic to the extremity of .urope. If, 
therefore, at the period to which he hid 
alluded, the right hon. gent. agreed that 
great exertions were necessary, every thing 
that had since happened, every thing that 
‘was now happening, should prompt him 
to increase those exertions. ‘To what had 
the late’ ministers pledged themselves on 
this subject ? Not merely to a general aug- 
mentation of our military strength; they 
had specifically stated the manner in which 
that streng.’. should be effectually in- 
creased. When he had himself declared 
it necessary (at the time when he bad the ho- 
nour of 4 seat on the opposite bench) to add 
20 or 25 thousand men to ourarmy,theright 
hon. gent. ran before him on that subject. 
And when that right hon. gent. came into 
power, his determination appeared to keep 
pace with his former opinion, and he ex- 
‘pressed his sanguine expectations of ob- 
taining an army, great as the important 
crisis in which we were now placed, de- 
manded, The late righthon. secretary for 
the war department, had also gone so far 
as to express indignation at the limits 
which he (lord Castlereagh) had proposed 
to set to the augmentation, and spurned 
the idea of any bounds to it. He had 
called on the couutry to rouse from the 
slumber in which it had so long been sunk, 


and endeavour to regain its ancient mili- 


‘tary character.—Under all these sanctions, 
-he was justified in contending, that it was 
the general opinion that the national inte- 
rests imperatively required a. great aug- 
mentation of the army, and that no means 
should be left untried to accomplish this 
important object. Thecountry had a right 
to expect the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject from. his majesty’s present ministers. 
‘Above all, they had a right to expect it 
from the ‘right hon. secretary for the war 
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tration, and in that of lord Sidmouth, had 
said that those administrations’ should be 
disgraced and degraded for the ineflicieney 
of their military measures; He had con. 
tended that they should be successively 
‘displaced. For what?To make room 
for a government having: his countenance, 
and in whom the empire could tepose with 
confidence their trust of forming an army 
adequate to the interests of this country, 
and the situation of Europe. What had 
been the increase of our military strength? 
He would compare it with the right hon, 
gent.’s idea of the increase necessary ; he 
would compare the right hon. gent. with 
himself; he would compare his adminis- 
tration with the admitistrations that had 
incurred his pointed censures. Our effec. 
tive military strength, rank and file, on the 
Ist of Mareh, 1805, (when the change of 
government took place,) was 248,782 ; (by 
some error in the papers laid on the table, 
it was stated, at 249,627; but the former 
was the correct number ;) on the Ist ‘of 


strength, rank and file, was 254,665, being 
an increase of about 5000, Our regular 
army at the former period was 173,600; 
at the latter period, 178,500, being an in- 
crease of between 4 and 5 thousand. Now, 
if this increase were compared with the 
impressions which his majesty’s ministers 
bad declared that they felt of the necessity 
of a considerable augmentation, it would 
evince a most miserable failure; but, on 
lookingat the recruiting account, the sub- 
ject would appear in a still worse light, 
It would be seen that, between January 
and June 1806, 5,834 men had been raised 
by the operation of Mr. Pitt’s’ bill, the 
additional Defence act ; 3,600 had been 
raised by it between the Ist of March and 


was languishing and dying away under the 
threats of destruction announced against it 
by his majesty’s ministers. It was, never= 
theless, evident that, but for the operation 
of that bill, the actual state of the'army 
would not have been increased one man 
since parliament last deliberated’ on the 
subject, and since the present government 
eame into power. Had it not been for 


militia (which produced 3000 men), the 
right hon. gent. would have met parlia- 
ment under the degraded and melancholy 
stigma not only of baving neglected to in- 
crease our army, but of having suffered it 


‘department, who, both in the late adminis- 


to be wasted under circumstances which 


January, 1806, our effective military 


the 24th of June, during the time when it 


this bill, and the recruiting from the frish- 
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_ to the Ist of July, 1804, during the adminis- 


ceeded. 


Astof July, 1804, the regular force amounted 
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called upon the country for greater mili- 
tary exertions than it had ever heretofore 
made. On the casualties also which, he 
had last session stated, and he feared too 
justly stated, must amount on the average 
to. 15,000 a year, it was to: be observed 
that, owing probably to his majesty’s mi- 
nisters having so entirely engrossed them- 
selves with the negociation with France, 
they seemed until lately to have dives- 
ted their minds of every idea of carrying 
on offensive operations against the enemy, 
no military effort had been made, conse- 
quently the number of casualties had been 
less; but we must expect that in 86,000 
troops now employed in Foreign service, 
the number of casualties would conside- 
rably ncrease. It was impossible to sup- 
pose, that they would be exempt from the 
natural consequences of battle. Nothing 
could be farther from his mind than to 
press an invidious comparison between the 
right hon. gent. and other individuals ; but 
he trusted that the comparison which he 
had made, would have a tendency to rouse 
that right hon. gent.’s exertions, aud thus 
prove advantageous both to the country 
and to his own character. Did the right 
hon, gent. recollect the declaration which 
he made at the opening of the last session of 
parliament, that such were the military 
necessities of the country, that not an 
hour should be lost to repair the evils with 
which we were threatened? Let him look 
at the growth of the regular army under 
former administrations, and compare it 
with the growth under the present admi- 
nistration ; and the comparison might sug- 
gest to him a little distrust of his own abi- 
ity for military arrangements, and a great 
deal of forbearance from the remark on the 
ability of others. the increase of 
the regular army, from the 1st of July, 1803, 


tration of lord Sidmouth, an administration 
so much vilified by the right hon. gent.! 
On the Ist of July, 1803, the regular army 
amounted to 99,542 men; on the Ist of 
July, 1804, it amounted to 140,119 men, 
being an increase in one year, of 40,777 
men. But the right hon. gent.’s magazine 
of military sarcasms was not exhausted 
during the administration of lord Sidmouth 
--He continued to vent his reproaches on 
the administration by which it was suc- 
¢ That administration continued 
in. office until the beginning of February 
1806. He had before stated, that, on the 
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to 140,119 men; on the Ist of March, 
1806, (the nearest period to which the ac- 
counts were made up,) it amounted to. 
173,600 men, making an increase, in twene 
ty months, of 33,481 men. Let the coun- 
try: compare this with the increase under 
the right hon. gent.’s management, from. . 
the middle of February to the present mo-. 
ment, of between 4 and 5 thousand men! 
an increase too, for which he was totally 
indebted to the expiring efforts of the Ad- 
ditional Defence act.—But he owned, that 
when he heard the right hon. gent. talking, 
in a strain of romantic enthusiasm, of care 
rying the military glory of Britain to a 
higher pitch than it had hitherto attained, 
he anticipaied the consequences that had 
ensued, The right bon. gent, had been 
perpetually telling the late administration, 
‘* take away your acts; take away your 
useless machinery; and I’ll be bound to 
get you a better army than you ever had 
before.” Had he done, so?—He would 
proceed to examine the numbers raised by 
ordinary recruiting. It would be found, 
that the produce of 1804 and 1805 had not 
differed materially from the average of 
former years. Calculating the annual pro- 
duce of the ordinary recruiting under the 
right hon. gent.’s management, at the rate 
of the month of December last, which was 
the highest in point of number, and, inclu= 
ding a regiment of 658 men, which ought 
not to be taken into the account, as they 
were raised under the operation of the 
measures of a former administration, it 
would be found not to exceed 11,800 men. 
The numbers raised in 1805 by the ordi- 
nary recruiting (when the Additional Des 
fence act was operating against it) was 
11,677 : so that, excluding the regiment 
which he had mentioned, the ordinary re- 
cruiting at present was less productive than 
in 1805, notwithstanding all the embar- 
rassments to which it had then been sub- 
ject. It did notappear therefore, thatone man 
more had enlisted from the temptation of | 
the right hon. gent.’s system, and he could. 
not but be convinced that what the coun-. 
try had paid to make this unsuccessful at- 
tempt, was but the earnest of future more 
extravagant and more hopeless disburse-. 
ments, In the year.1805, the actual num- 
ber of men that was obtained for the army 
by the ordinary recruiting, was 11,077 ; by. 
the Additional Defence bill, 8,388; by the 
enlistments from the British militia, 89633. 
by the enlistments from the Irish militia, 


4617; making. a gross increase of above. 
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- $3,000 men, exclusive of above 9,000 
obtained by foreign levies.—After deduct- 


ing the casualties, the net increase might 
be estimated, in that single year, at above 
21,000 men; while the whole amount un- 
der the right hon, gent.’s system, with all 
his wonderful vigour and exertion, and cal- 
culated in the most favourable manner, did 
~ mot exceed between 13 and 14 thousand ! 
After he had thus shewn that the experi- 
ment had fundamentally failed, he wished 
‘that the comparison of expence between 
the right hon, gent.’s system and those 
_ which preceded it, would afford consola- 
tion: but the reverse was the case. At the 
outset of the business, the right hon. gent, 
stated, that he conceived, out of the new 
experiment, an expence of 450,000/. would 
immediately arise. He (lord Castlereagh) 
When the 
estimates were printed, it would be found 


had calculated it at 493,000/. 


to be more. 


perhaps say, that the 


is nature. 


vote an additional period to its trial. He 
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nating in this measure. ‘Two-thirds of 
fhe increase of expence in the navy esti- 
mates might justly be attributed to it; for 
there could be no doubt that it was the 
right hon. gent.’s military plan which 
“prompted the noble lord at the head of the 
admiralty, during the last session of par- 
liament, to propose an augmentation in the 
pay of the petty officers in his majesty’s 
havy ; an augmentation which, he allowed, 
became necessary, in consequence of that 
plan, but which certainly increased the an- 
nual expenditure of the country, during 
the war, on this point alone, to between 7 
and 800,000/. The right bon. gent. would 
Gases ought not to 

ronounce maturely on an experiment of 
He would be the last man to 
arge the hasty abandonment of a military 
measure, if any hope remained of its suc- 
cess; if any argument could be adduced in 
its favour, or if the situation of the coun- 
try was such as to render it eligible to de- 
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300 men a week, and when thus producing 
at the rate of 16,000 men a year, he had 
called on parliament not te abandon it, 
Had the right hon. gent. proposed some 
auxiliary measure which afforded to the 
country the probability of giving to it the 
amount of force which it- wanted, while 
the experiment of bis new system was 
trying, he might perhaps have been induced 
to accede to the continuation of that expe. 
riment. But the right hon. gent. in ane 
swer to a question which he had put to 
him, on a recent evening, had: distinct} 

disclaimed the supposition, that any ail 
auxiliary measure was in the cuntempla- 
tion of his majesty’s ministers. Had such 
a measure been proposed, he should not 
have been so completely justified as he 
now felt himself to be, in opposing a sys- 
tem which was’ not only immediately in. 


This was the first visible ef-|jurious, but prospectively destructive to 
fect of an experiment which had not pro- 


duced a single additional man toghe army ! 
But this was not the only new expence ori- 


the British army. It was for the present 
parliament to consider whether they would, 
for the first time, make themselves parties 
to this new system of expence and ruin, 
For his own part, he felt he abandoned his 
public duty, if he did not candidly state to 
the house that, strong as his impression 
was of the mischief, disadvantages, and 
dangers arising out of the measure of last 
year, it was nothing, compared with that 
which he felt in considering the effect which 
the new code contained in his majesty’s 
warrant of the 7th day of October, for-the 
regulation of the army, and which had been 
laid on the table of the house of commons 
during the present session, was calculated 
to produce. It was with considerable regret 
that he had heard the right hon. gent. due 
ring the last session declare, that he had made 
his mind completelyup on all the points of his 
plan ; yet this warrant shewed that he had not 
ventured to execute what he had stated it 
was his intention to execute. Of this he 
certainly did not complain. But it shewed 
conclusively, a distrust on the part of the 
right hon. gent. on the very outset of his 
system ; which: he must have considered 


(lord Castlereagh) had twice pressed the|likely to fail, or he would not have disap- 


house to continue a militery measure which 
they were called upon by the gentleman op- 

ite to repeal: but this he did on very dif- 
seo grounds from those on which the pre- 
sent'system rested. In March 1805, when the 
repeal of the Additional Defence bill was 
proposed, at a time when the bill yielded 
at the rate of 9,000 men a year, without 
_ the slightest injury to the ordinary recruit- 


21 years’ service. When he had stated to 


the right hon. gent. that the annual num- 
ber of these amounted to 5 or 6 thousand 
men, and that his measure in this respect 
,was likely to counteract itself, he listened 
to those statements with unbending firm- ° 
ness : but when he came to earry the mea+ 
fie into execution, he dreaded the con- 


ing, and subsequently, when it produced | 


pointed the expectations of. the soldiers of | 


| 
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sequences, and altered his resolution.— 
But there were other points in this code of 
regulations which had caused the appre- 
hensious of danger in his mind to swell 
into the utmost magnitude: he pledged 
himself to bring this subject before the 
house in a detailed discussion, although 
he had not determined whether to avail 
himself of the introduction of the Mutiny 


- bill for that purpose, or to move a specific 


resolution on those points, which, in his 
opinion, seemed likely to involve the coun- 
try in fundamental military ruin. In can- 
dour to the right hon. -gent.* he would 
state three or four of the leading points to 
which he objected. The first (which was 


‘ towards the close of the warrant), went 


to the complete subversion of the situation 
of a soldier, as it had hitherto existed in 
the British army, and to the total de- 
struction of all order and subordination. 
The right hon, gent. had placed the claim 
of the soldier to a pension on a legal 
right, and not on the recommendation of 


_ his superior officer, on which alone it 


could with safety rest. These pensions 
were from 6d. to 1s. 6d. a day; and it 
was true, @ discretionary power was vested 
in the Board of Kilmainham, as to the in- 
dividual amount. But the warrant. went 
on to declare, that no non-commissioned 
officer or soldier should-be allowed to 
claim of right any such pension, whose 
disability arose from vice or misconduct. 


It followed, therefore, that every one 


who was not discharged from the conse- 
quences of vice or misconduct, had a 
claim which a court of -justice must con- 
firm; and this without any limitation of 
time, without any consideration whether 
he had served 2 days or 21 years. What 
the effect of pensions granted by right, and 


~ not on the recommendation of his superior 


officer, would have on the mind of the 


‘soldier, and what effect the disbursements 
_ of such large sums would have on the fi- 


nances of the country, it was unnecessary 
for him to point out.—The next objec- 


tionable point in the Warrant arose out of 


the answer to the question proposed that 


_nhight by him to the right hon. gent. The 


right hon. gent. stated that none of the sol- 
diers who had served 21 years had been 


- discharged, but that he considered them 


as entitled to all the advantages of his 
measure. By that measure, a soldier who 


had served 21 years, was entitled to re- 


tire on a pension of 1s. a day, or 18/. 5s. 
ayear, If he remained in the service, he 


PARL. DEBATES, Jawvany 21, 1807. Arniy Estimates. 


[490 


was to receive an addition to his pay, of a - 
halfpenny a day, or 15s. @ year; and ano- 
ther addition of a halfpenny @ day,.on eve- 
ry. succeeding year in which he might 
choose to continue in the army, Now, .it 
would he found that the men who had 
served 21 years, were generally under 50 
years of age. If, therefore, they conti- 
nued inthe army, it-was probable that-on 
the average they might do so-for 17 ' 
The first additional 15s. to their yearly pay - 
would therefore be worth between 12/. and 
131. sterling. The next year’s 15s. would 
be only fractionally less valuable, node 
on. The effect of this system would be to 
crush the country with the enormous ex- 
pence, unless it was arrested by the hand 
of parliament. Let the house also consi- | 
der the effect of this system of pensions-on 
the men sent early in life to the East-and 
West Indies: it ordained, that the soldier 
who: had served 14 years in India, should 
be entitled to his discharge, and the-same 
pensions as the man who had served 2 
years in other circumstances. The climate 
of the East-Indies was healthy. - Suppose 
that a soldier went out at 18 years of age. 
At $2, according to the right hon. gent.’s 
view of the subject, he would become a 
veteran, and be entitled to retire on a 
pension of 18/, 5s. which, on the average, 
he would: probably receive for 28 years. 
Now, he would put it to the house, how it 
was possible, under such @ system, to con- 
tend with the evils by which we were threat- 
ened? He would trace the operation one 
step farther. A great number of these 
.men would stay in the army, suppose for 
8 additional years ; he would then be en- 
titled to an accumulated pension of 271.7. 
6d.; and the probable duration of his life, 
being 22 years, a bounty to the amount of 
that sum of 27/. 7s. 6d. would thus be gi- 
ven on every year that he had served. 
But be wished to know what would be.the | 
situation of the right hon. gent. when he 
came to disband the army, or to reduce 
it to the peace establishment? Did he 
consider the nature of the discretion which 
he would then be called upon to exercise ? 
He would have three classes into which to 
distribute his discharges ; but how, with- 
out saddling the country with an expense 
which it was not equal to pay, could he 
avoid making his discharges out of the first 
class, and yet, by doing that, he would 
discharge the flowerof the army, Among 
the regulations of the Warrant, it was sta- 
ted, that those who were discharged should 
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receive'their pensions ; but that they should 


be bound: to obey the directions of.Chel- 
sea hospital, and come. to serve in the ve- 
téran battalions when they avere called up- 


on.- Inthe course of a few years, howe- 


ver, these ‘veteran battalions woald be 
coinposed of men in the prime of life, and 


_ possessing a complete knowledge of their 


profession, ‘ How could government then 
avoid considering those battalions as most 
fit for active service, for foreign service, 
and more particularly for West-India ser- 


vice, for which they were peculiarly fit- 


ted ? And'thus, all the motives held out, 
and by which men were to be seduced into 
the army, would cease to operate. Lle 


repeated, that he -was little disposed to 


-consider the situation of this country ina 
gloomy point of view. He had great con- 
fidence in its strength; he had great confi- 
denee in its resources ; aud he was happy to 


find thatthe gentlemen opposite began to 


think with hiw on this latter subject. But if 
éver there was a moment in the history of 
any country in which pecuniary economy 


was more indispensably necessary than in 


any other, this was the moment, and 
Great Britain the country. The right hon. 
gent., he was sorty to observe, had shewn 
himself indifferent, not only to the eco- 
nomy of money, but also to the economy 
ef time. Adverting to the capture of Bue- 
nos Ayres, he expressed his anxiety to 
know why so long a period had been suf- 
fered to elapse before. the reinforcements 
had been sent to secure the possession of that 
valuable province ? Early in June, govern- 


‘ment received advices trom St. Helena, 


that the expedition had touched there, on 
jts' way from the Cape. He was convinced 


. that within ten days of the time, when 


those advices were received, three regi- 
ments of infantry. might have sajled ; and, 


-whether the place was tenable or not, it 


would not have embarrassed his. majesty’s 
service to have sent that reinforcement, as 
it was necessary that troops should go to 
India: unless they sent a letter of recall 
to the forces-at Buenos Ayres, ministers 
had no option but to send a reinforcement: 
Instead of doing this in the middle of 
June, they did not send a man until Oc- 
tober ; that was, until lord Lauderdale’s 


_ return to this country: thus plainly shew- 


‘ing that bis. motions were the governing 
principles of their actions, and evincing a 
culpable neglect of their duty, by, abstain- 
ing from’a vigorous exercise of the power 
aud resources of the. copntry entrusted to 


4 


them, at the moment when energy would. 
have been particularly serviceable. . His 
lordship concluded by declaring, that he 
should not oppose the passing of the reso- 
lution, but that he had deemed lrimself 
bound to state to the house, what he thought 
of the present military establishment of. 


the country, and the dreadful evils which,? » 


he was convinced, would result froma 
perseverance in the right bon. gent,’s mili. 
tary plans. 
Mr. Secretary Windham, in rising to.res, 
ply to the speech of the noble lord, felt 
that there were many of his charges which 
it was impossible for him to retaliate,. 
Two hours.ago be was ready toremove that. 
part of the noble lJord’s accusation, which 
reproached him with taciturnity ; and.cer- 
tainly the mass of extraneous matter which 
the noble lord had introduced into his 
speech, had increased the subject of re-. 
proach ; because, it was impossible for him 
to follow the noble lord , through the 
whole of his arguments. From all that 
had been said by him in former debates, 
he did not conceive that-it would be ne- | 
cessary for him to express himself much 
at length, and should therefore in this 
instance adhere to taciturnity by being as 
briefas possible. It would generally seem,, 
that one long speech imposed the necessity, 
of another nearly as long to answer it: 
but here the noble lord had imposed, 
upon him the taciturnity he complained 
of, because he was not at that late hour 
so much to consider the time that might 
be spent ina reply, as the time that re- 
mained tobespent, When he had opened 
his measure in detail to the house, he had 
been obliged to do so in a speech of con-_ 
siderable length, a thing to which he al- 
ways felt a reluctance, but the noble lord’s 
incidental speech of three hours kept that 
in countenance. The noble lord had only 
touched lightly upon the topics which he 
had intimated~his intention of discussing 
more at length on some future day. Io 
replying to what had beeu said inciden- 
tally by the noble lord, he should first re. 
cur to that which was still fresh in the re- 
collection of the house, and which the no- 
ble lord had no right to advert to, because 
it did not belong to the question before, 
the committee. He should refer to that 
point as a specimen of the noble lord’s 
reasoning. It would make the house dis- 
trust similar assertions which the noble lord 
might again make the foundation of the 


most extraordinary conclusions. The nos 
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‘had, however, dwelt.at very: great: 


 blelord had set out with a fact which was 
not founded. .He had stated, that his 
majesty’s ministers had received the ac- 
counts of the destination of the expedi- 
. tion. to Buenos Ayres, from St; Helena, 
early in the month of June, and then he 
went om to argue what great things might 
have been done if ministers had acted in 
the manner he would have pointed out. 
In answer to this argument he should first. 
say; that it was not early inthe month, as the 
noble lord stated, but it was upon the 24th of 
June that government received this informa- 
tion, and it certainly was a piece of informa- 
tion that nobody could have expected them 
to anticipate. ‘I'he noble lord might speak 
of preparing expeditions, and sending them 
to sea in 10 days, but it must be recollected 
that the 3 regiments he spoke of must go 
over in ships, and that those ships. must 
have ample stores and provisions on board, 
and bé vessels proper to send troops in to 
such a distance, If the expedition was 
only across the channel, there were plenty 
of vessels that might have been easily got 
geady for that purpose; but when it was 
recollected that they were to cross the At- 
dantic, tq look for another expedition ; and 
af they could not find it, or should dasco- 
wer that it had been unsuccessful, to. re- 
‘cross it again, to look for a place of safety ; 
‘itwould not be supposed that such a descrip- 
tion of ships could be got ready und fitted 
‘out-in so short a time. The noble -lord 
would perhaps have sent them over in air- 
‘halloons, or some such other expeditious 
anode of conveyance. . The noble lord was 
equally incorrect in this statement about 
the passage of the Narcissus: he had pla- 
ced the capture of Buenos Ayres at the 
end of the month of July, instead of the 
-beginning: of ‘it; and had made the Narcis- 
‘sus arrive in England at the beginning of 
the mosth of September, instead of the 
end. He kelieved it would be found, upon 
‘examination, that the Narcissus was ‘8 
‘weeks on her passage, instead of 5; and, 
,as she was a single frigate, a good sailer, 
and coming with good news (which would 
induce the captain not to make:any' devia- 
tion in his course), it was not probable that 
,any force could by possibility have been 
‘sent from’ England, which could have arri- 
‘wed there before the 12th of August, if it was 
“to be believed that-the place was then re- 
taken. These were tolerable specimens of 
the sort-of facts upon which the noble lord 
‘grounded his reasoning.—The noble lord 
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n the details of the expence.of the new 
system, and. upon this expence he founded 
his principal objections to it ; but the noble 
lord bad certainly forgot, that most of the 
gentlemen in that heuse had heard him be- 
tore speak at great length upon that sub- 
ject, but with very little suceess; for after 
arguing at great length, that the expence 
of raising men by that means. would be 
ruinous, he, in the very same breath, com 
tended, that no men would be raised by it. 
This was a circumstance which was cer 
tainly fresh in the recollection of many 
gentlemen in that house. \-He had often 
heard it said, that there was nothing so 
fallacious as.an account; be thought that 
he might also say, there was nothing more 
fallacious than a calculation. He there- 
fore should nat follow the noble lord in all 
his calculations; he should content hinj- 
self with shewing the fallacy of the basis 
upon which the noble lord had formed his 
calculation. He began by reckoning the 
life of a soldier discharged from service, | 
and who had encountered hardships, and 


‘the variety of climates, to be worth 24 


years, according to the calculation of the 
insurance offices for the lives of those whp 
had. lived at home and in a different mane 
ner. If the house would buat grant the 
noble lord his basis, his arguments and his 
calculations might be very well; but when 
the basis was renioved as fallacious, they 
must fall with it. In arguing about the 
expences of the new system, the gentlemen 
on the other side always appeared to con- 
sider, that.this increase of expence had 
been merely adopted for the purpose of - 
obtaining recruits; he, however, had _al- 
ways stated that it was a bare act of justice 
due to the brave men who had spent their 
lives in the service of the country. Ex- 
pence, however, was merely arelative term, 
and must be considered in -relation to the 
object of it. A hundred pounds might be 
a great deal for one object, and a hundred 
thousand nothing for another object.. The 
argument of expence, however, did not ap- 
pear to have so much weight with the gen- 
tlemen on the other side whenjit was con- 
nected with the Volunteer establishment, 
which was a greater favourite with them, 
from: supposing that it was one of their own 
measures. No reduction had been pro- 
posed in-the number of the Volunteers, 
but merely in certain expences, which’ 
were exorbitantly extravagant. The great 
body of the volunteers..must have them- 


selves perceived .-the extravagance of the 
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~~ their discharge, had not before been in- 


that period, he would ask, why were the 


that this system would gnly operate on the 
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former expences, as a number of favourité bargain-making part of society; that ig 


corps had been given large extra allow- 


ances superior to what were given to the 
volunteers in general. 
these extra allowances to favourite corps 


on thoughtful and considerate men, who 
looked somewhat to futority. It ther 


The striking off| fore appeared that the noble lord thought 


that the most valuable class was the 


of volunteers was a saving to the public of} thoughtless, the imprudent, and those who 


between 3 and 400,000/.; but the same 
gentlemen that go. violently opposed this 
diminution of expence, now, when it came 
to be -a question about granting some -in- 
crease of allowance to men who had devo- 
ted their lives and impaired their constitu- 
tions in the service of their country, wished 
to dole out that pittance with a niggardly 
Rand, and made it a matter of reproach 
against him that he had- brought forward 
the measure. He should not, however, 
fear the reproaches which he might meet 
with on this score; but was willing to 


come with the scroll of the objects and of 


the expence, and appear before the tribu- 
nal of the world and of posterity to answer 
for their reproach. He would present it, 


were easy to be acted npon by the arts of 
crimps, or the’ immediate temptation of a 
high bounty. In this opinion he must, 
however, beg leave to differ totally from 
the noble lord: he considered the high 
bounties both injurious to the men, who 
received them for the purposes of des 
bauchery, and still more injurious to the 
disciplinewof the army. He also consi. 
dered, thatnothing could be more desirable 
than to get into the army that thoughtful, 
considerate, and undebauched class of 
‘men, which the noble lord appeared to set 
so little value on. He therefore thought 
the.expence of the system was not more 
than was necessary for the objects it had 
-in view, which were ; first, to give an ade. 


with the-utmost confidence that it would{ quate reward and relief to those soldiers 


meet with their approbation; and it would 
be the pride of his life to suppose that he 
had- been instrumental in increasing the 
comforts of those to whom the nation was 
so much indebted. He should not envy 
the noble lord and the gentlemen on the 
other side, ifthey could bring forward their 
schemes and calculations to prove how our 
brave soldiers could be starved at a much 
cheaper rate than they could be maintained. 
The provisions given to the soldiers upon 


creased since the time of Charles II, and 
when it was considered that money had 
been so much depreciated in value since 


_ defenders of the country by land or by sea 
to be the only class of those’ who serve 
her who are to have no increase of allow- 
ance upon that account, or no share in the 
bounty of the nation? The calculation of 
the amount of those sums was not of nearly 
so much consequence as the great question, 
Whether it- was too mucli to give for the 
services that were done? If it were allow- 
ed that the sum was not in: itself too great, 
it could not be fairly argued that the coun- 

ry was not in a state to be able to give its 
brave defenders a fair and just reward for 
their services. In considering the class‘of 


that should be disabled or discharged, 
after having served their appointed time 
of service; and, secondly, as a means 
to bring a supply of the most. valuable 
men: on the best terms. .As to what 
had been stated, that the measure had 
failed; he must absolutely deny it. . Since 
it had-been in force, it had raised nearly 
double the. number of men that had been 
Lraised during a corresponding period of the- 
last year, and with a reduction of five 
guineas in the bounty: so that when the 
expence of the system was talked of, it must 
be recollected, that it had already operated 
a reduction of five guineas in the bounty, 
and he hoped that it would proceed bye 


ties altogether, and ~~ the advantages 
of the service as the principal inducement 
to entering into it- There was no reason, 
however, why some condition might not 
be annexed to the grant, so that the men 
who received these advantages might be 
forthcoming when their services were want- 
ed. In that case, it would not be neces. 
sary to look for a number of raw recruits 
when we wanted our armies tobe increased. 


who could instantly be brought into the 
ranks, when wanted, in the same manner 


men that would —- be pawersaestine 0 the sailors in France had been kept 


enter into the army by those regulations, 
the noble lord began by a very odd and 
whimsical sort of argument. He had said 


by the registry. As to the. arguments of 
the noble lord, on the general inefficacy of 


| 


gradual reduction, to take away the boun- - 


We might have soldiers constantly enrolled, 


the plan,: be thought that:he might spare. § 
the trouble of answering those 
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~~ fiave to contend for its safety and its ex- 
-istence, its military méans should be in- 


_ his predecessors, with the arguments that he 


“ofthat great man (Mr. Fox), of whom he 


‘tion to the number of the army. 


even not appeared so sanguine about its 


_Who supported it; and he would now 


_ impossible that it could ever be the means 


PAR. DEBATES, Jawvar 


servations at any length, by merely takin 

away the fouidation which chee 
fested: he would shew that the basis of| 
them was no better than the basis of his 
argument respecting Buenos Ayres. He 
had, in perfect conformity with the opinion 


could never think without sentiments of 
the utmost kindness and respect, thought 
it necessary, that, in the present situation 
of the world, when. we might look to a 
state of warfare in which the country might 


treased. He did not mean, a mere tempo- 

addition to our army, or a forcing the 
thilitary means of the country béyond their 
natural power, but a positive increase to 
those means and to that power. ‘This was a 
difference, that the noble lord had not percei- 
ved, when he contrasted the strictures he had 


made on some of the military measures of 


had urged in support of the present system, 
In those strictures he was only arguing on the 
propriety or impropriety of what heconcei- 
ved to be mere temporary measures, whose 
object was to procure an immediate re 

he 
system, however, which he had introduced, 
was never stated by him to have for its ob- 
ject any temporary addition, but as likely 
to afford. a permanent increase. He had 


immediate operation, as many of those 


Say, that the operation of it hitherto had 
been much greater than he had stated or 
calculated. In speaking of the Army of 
Reserve, he considered it a8 only a tempo- 
rary measure, and the event shewed it was 
no more, for that measure died of itself, 
but not until it had produced a considera- 
ble temporary supply to the army. Of all 
temporary measures which had been pro- 
posed, he certainly considered the Army 
of Reserve to be the best, as it produced 
above 40,000 men; but when it had done 
that, it*could go no farther, The next mea- 
sure which was proposed, and which he 
considered a8 merely a teinporary measure, 
Was the Additional Force act; and. this 
was brought forward with such great pro- 
thise, that it was the principal ground of 
Femovitg the former administration. If 
he hud made many strictures on this mea- 
sure, it was because it appeared to him 
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nent supply for the regular arm He 
now thought that it had complete a failed 


in every object it, proposed; for if, from 
the addition whick took place in the army 
during the late administration of two years, 
there were to be deducted those men who 
entered from the Army of Reserve, and 
the 13,000 men who entered from the mi- 
litia (which was only changing the existi 
force from one hand into the other), and i 
it were not also for allowing officers to raise 
corpsforrank, which was generally allow 

to be the very worst way of raising men, 
the actual increase would be found to. be 
very small indeed. This last mode of rais 
sing men, he certainly should not approve 
of. Some of those measures might have 
beeri aseful as mefe temporary measures, 
They were like a dram given to the coun- 


its power, bat which would bé followed by 
greater languor and ent The mea- 
sure which he proposed, had for its object 
not a mere temporary increase of numbers, 
but a permanent incréase of the power and 
military means of the country. It was 
not a measure of that class which the noble 
lord seemed so much to approve of: his 
object was, 

‘¢ Non fumum ex fulgore, séd ex fumo daré lucem;” 
at least as far as lay in his power. The 
means that he had proposed for effecting 
this object were, first, to make the ser- 
vice as desirable as possible to those who 
were embarked in it; and, secondly, to 
let it be as generally known to the. people 
as possible, what superior advantages an 
comforts were in future to be given to 
those who shouldenterinto thearmy. But 
if hereafter, it should bé judged necessary 
to resort to any sort of compulsory mez 
sures, even then the advantages of the 
present system would be felt, and would 
make the compulsion much lighter; for it 
could not be doubted, but that it would be 
much easier to procuré substitutes, if the 
service was made desirable, than if it was 
not. The measures alréady adopted were 
| perfectly compatible with any measure that 
it might hereafter be necéssary to adopt; 
and, if even another Army of Reserve 
were .to be raised, the good effects of this 
system would operate upon that, as well 
as upon any other compulsory mode that 
could be adopted. Whatever else parlia- 
tent might resolve to do, they would find 
the benefit of what was already done. It 
‘must be in thé recollection of the house, 


Obtaining what it professed—a petma-| 
Vou. VII. 


that he never stated the measufe as likely 
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of parliament. The. 
dispefsed over ‘the countfy; and though 
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to produce any powerful immediate effect 
in increasing the army, but he had consi- 
dered itas a system which, beginning with 
_ little, would constantly increase in its ope- 
ration, and, in time, materially increase 
the ‘military strength and means of the 
country, When he was charged with delay 
in the execution of the system, he would 


at least say, that if he was to be justly 
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But nowthey now could say, “ Here we. 
have it,” and this was what would afford 
inducement to others to enter the service, 


state, that he could now speak much more 
positively as to the good effects of the mea- 
sure. It was rather whimsical, however, 
|to hear the noble lord represent, that the 


game when he was at college did, when| ways contended, that the Additional Force 
told that his game smelt badly, “ Itis}act had not failed, although it produced 


not the birds, 


replied he, “ that smell | nothing near the number of men that it was 


bad, it is I that have a bad smell.” Hej|calculated as likely to produce, It was 
Should say in the samé manner, if he had | calculated, that from the Ist of July, 1804,. 


kept the measure too | 


g unexecuted, the}to the Ist of October, 1805, it was to 


fault must be personal to him, and not in| have produced 40 or 50,000 men, besides 


the measure, 


If the measure had not al- | the 15,000 that was necessary to supply the 


ready made greater progress in its opera-} casualties : for this additional force was to 


tion, he supposed it ‘must be in a great} supply all the deficiencies in the army of re- ' 


measure owing to the unenlightened state }serve and militia, the casualties of the army, 
of that part of the community on whom it] and yield besides, an increase of 15,000 
was to act. Although the members of that}men to the army; but instead of doing 
house, and gentlemen of their class of life, | this, it did not produce more than 15,008 
might be perfectly well informed of all that} men during the two years of that adminiss 
‘was done in parliament, yet the great mass| tration, which was anumber not even suf 
of the people knew ‘very little about the] ficient to supply the casualties. This, then 
matter, He would venture to say, that aj indeed, was a complete failure, as it pros 
great majority of the people did not know | ved itself to be utterly inadequate to the 


at this moment, who was First Lord of the | object which was proposed. 


or who was’ the Sécretary at| however,’ contended that it was impossis 
bi 


War. 


s was proved to him by his daily | ble to raise men under it, for he knew that if 


receiving letters, upon the supposition that | they were determined to raise men at any 
he still held a situation which he had re-| pecuniary expence, and at any expence of 


linquished many years ago. That the pro- 


the morals of the people, the thing was to 


ress of the effects of this measure, there-j be done. If they chose to make the parishes 

re, were slow, he admitted, and all hej liable to penalties to the amount of 4or 
‘thought it necessary to say on that point} 500,000/. if they did not raise the men, 

' was, that itwas not so slow as he supposed | by even giving 50 guineas a man for them, 
‘jt would be. He considered, that part of| certainly they must raise some men. If 

_ ‘the operation of the bill had been retarded| the parish officers could be induced to 
__ by the circumstance of the measure taking | spend so much money, and to practise all 
‘effect at a time which was intermediate | the corruption and arts of common crimps, 
between the payments made at Chelsea. | in addition to the abuse of their own power 
‘When, upen the next payment, the addi-]as church-wardens and overseers of the 


tional allowances shall be actually received,} poor, certainly thére must be some men | 
then it would be made much more gene- | raised. 
tally known to the public than it was at pre] was, however, most materially inj seg 


The regular recruiting service 


‘sent : ‘they then would see that government | the means taken to carry that bill into ef- 
‘was in earnest in what it had promised, and| fect; and if it had been possible for . the 


‘would think much more of what 


they saw | bill to have succeeded to the extent at first 


had taken place than they would ofa mere] calculated, after it had filled up the defi- 


sioners were |ciencies in the Army of Reserve and Mili- 


tia, it would after that have only yield 


they might have heard of the intentions re-| 9,000 men yearly, which would not have 


specting them, they might have said,|supplied even the casualties. 
« What signifies your acts of parliament ?” | fore, that bill had succeeded, it would 


i 


The right hon. secretary then proceeded to. ” 


experiment had failed, because it had not | 
charged ‘with such delay, that fault was| immediately produced a greater number of | 
his and not the fault of the system. He}men than it professed to raise, when it — 
might say, as the man who used to sell} was recollected that the noble lord.had al- 
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He never, © 


If, theres 


_ have been but a temporary measure. Be- 


» he had never before made, it having al- 


- gent, no men would be received under 5 


sory 


sides, it contained in itself the seeds of 
its own destruction, The great benefit of 
the present system was, that it would pro- 
vide for the progressive supply of the army. 
This progression made him prefer it to any 
measure that would have a sudden or vio. 
lent operation,‘ because the state of the 
army was such, being 12,000 stronger than 
&t the beginning of last year, as not to 
fequire such measures. ‘For this state of 
the army, or the measures that had pro- 
duced it, he did not take any great credit 
to himself. The statements of the noble 
lord appeared to him to be founded on fal- 
Jacious grounds respecting the success of 
the recruiting during the last year. He 
had himself a statement to make on this 
head, which was foutided on accounts that 
the house could rely upon. They were 
the accounts from the office of the Inspector- 
General of Recruits. All the accounts of 
this office were kept with the greatest regu- 
larity, and all the business of the recruit- 
ing of the kingdom was carried on through 
this office, and by the Inspectors of Re- 


cruits in the different districts. By acom- | 


parison of these accounts with the ac- 
counts of correspondent periods of former 

ears, be found that there was a growing 
Increase, small at’ first, but at length 
amounting to an excess in the proportion 
of two toone, If the noble lord should ob- 
ject to this comparison, because the Parish 
bill obstructed the recruiting. in a former 
year, then that would be an admission that 


ways been stated that the Parish bill did 
not interfere with the ordinary recruiting. 
If the noble lord should not so object, then 
the conclusion was inevitable that the pre- 
sent was the better mode of ‘recruiting. 
But, then, the hon. gentlemen opposite 
might say, that this mode of recruiting 
did not produce as much as the other two, 
and he should not say that it had. Bat it 
produced in the proportion of two to one 
more than the ordinary recruiting, and 
the desertion was considerably diminished. 
Besides, under the Parish bill, men above 
the standard age, and three inches below 
the standard size, were received. At pre- 


feet 5inches. The increase in the recruit- 


ing had been progressive, but in the last 


few weeks it had exceeded the produce of 
the Parish bill and ordinary recrviting in 
the correspondent period of ‘last year. 
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the amount of the recruiting at head-quar- 
ters, which had been finally extinguished 
by the Parish bill, and of which no returns 
had been yet procured, He was not aware 
ofany other observation of the noble lord, 
to which it was at that time necessary for 
him to advert. Many, he was sure, were 
worthy of remark, but other opportunities 
would occur for that purpose, As-to the 
circumstance of the men being entitled of 
right to the allowance, it had been thought 
proper that men, who had spent their — 
lives and constitutions in the service of 
their country, should not be left to the 
caprice of commanding officers, as to their - 
title to their reward, after a service of 14 
or 21 years. The noble lord had observed, 
thata man who might be disabled after two 
or three years service, would be entitled to 
his pension, but if disabled in the service, 
he would ask why he should not? He in- 
vited the hon. gentlemen opposite to go 
into the proofs of the statements he had 
made, because the more they should be 
enquired into, the more they would be 
found correct. 
Mr. Perceval said, that there were some 
remarks made by the right hon. gent. to 
which he should slightly advert, others to 
which he should reply more fully, and 
some matters he should notice that had not 
been treated as fit for the attention of the 
committee, The observations of his noble 
friend (lord Castlereagh) seemed to have 
been wholly misunderstood ; the anachro- 
nism complained of had nothing to do 
with the argument ;. the charge against. 
ministers was distinctly this, that they had 
taken no nieans whatever to secure the ac- 
quisition of Buenos Ayres until they had 
intelligence of its re-capture. The right 
hon. gent. aflirmed that there was hardly 
any thing more fallacious than calculation. 
This opinion he (Mr. Perceval) supposed 
was the reason why he never indulged the 
house with his estimates ; and from the 
same motive it was that the noble lord’s 
computations remained uncontradicted ; 
or perhaps it might be, that the arithmeti-. 
cal view given of the subject was unan- 
swerable, and the right hon. gent. pru- 
dently declined making an attempt in 
which he could not succeed. The misfor- 
tune was, that when the right hon. gent. 
did try his hand at calculation, he was al- 
ways erroneous. Such was his represen- 
tation with regatd to the bounty, which 
he said had been reduced 5 guineas. The 


There was to that advantage to be added, : 


truth was, that on the former plan, for 21 
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uineas a man was procured for life, and 
en the present, for 17/. a service of only 

T years was obtained, ‘Thus for the trifling 
difference of i. 1s. three times the dura- 
tion of service wag acquired, The right 
aie gent. told the committee that the De- 
nee act had failed in every particular ; 
yet the fact was, that at the very time it was 
orogated, it supplied annually 15,000 men. 
low it wag admitted that the measure 
would produce men, yet the objection of 
he right hon. gent., which was yet ringing 
n his (Mr. Perceval’s) ears, before was, 
that it would supply money, and not men. 
Another concession was, much in the same 
bein’ directed to the Army of Reserve act: 
e (Mr. P.) could only understand this as 
an offer of friendship to his right hon. 
friend who proposed it, and he would not 
complain that any, civility should be so 
properly applied, The right hon. gent. 
was accustomed to assert, that no defence 
was competent but the regular army, and 
not a moment should be lost in augment- 
ae ing it. The committee had now heard from 
him, that these measures were abundantly 
conducive to this object; but they had not 
learnt from the same authority, why they 
were precipitately abandoned. So much 
ot the consistency of the right hon. gent. 
Phe right hon. the secretary at war menti- 
cp the Training bill, the situation of the 
olunteers, and the progress in the new 
mode of recruiting. On the first he observed 
at nothing was to be said, and as the 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windbam) was un- 
-luckily of the same opinion, nothing had 
been said upon it. A measure surely upon 
which nothing can be said, might certainly 
be denominated a failing project. So lit- 
bch also been said on the condition of 
the: Volonesss that the right hon. gent, 
might as well haye been silent on that sub- 
talso. It was asserted that there had 

en only a trifling reduction in the num- 
ber of the Volunteers, and yet the compu- 
tation was professedly made, not from the 
éffective returns, but from the nominal 
establishment, How wag it possible that 
the Volunteers should not be diminished, 
when those entering after the 24th of June 
last were to receive no pay at all? Under 
circumstance a deficiency was a neces- 
sary consequence ; and the wisdom. of mi- 
_ nisters had proposed to supply.this by the 
Training bill, which it now appeared was 
wholly inoperative. Then, as to the re- 
cruiting, the facts, stated by the right hon, 
gent. were entirely different from nes 
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which were to be collected from the papers 
on the table. He might have an accurate 
account in his poeket, but it would have 
been more respectful if he had submittedit 
to the examination of the house, The right. 
hon. the seeretary at way had said, that the 
new mode of recruiting could not be deem. 
ed to have commenced until Oct. and Noy, 
last, and in the farmer month 1156, in the 
flatter 1064 men were obtained, or in. the 
total 2220. Such it appeared in the two 
‘favoured months, and in the same of last 
year no fewer men, than 3103 had been ace 
quired, being an excess. of 883 men, Such’ 
were the advantages of this boasted system, 
Yet it was not the fair way to govern the 
estimate by the most favoured periods. In 
Feb. of last year, 1282 were added, being 
above 300 more than were produced by 
the ordinary recruiting ; and by the other 
‘mode which was described as suspended, 
no fewer than 830. were supplied, In the 
next month the number was 1312, an exe 
cess of 200 upon the new way, and further 
from Mr, Pitt’s bill 891; in April 1088, 
and in May 1100; and these were four 
months of last year, by the regular recruit. 
ing under Mr. Pitt's bill, when more meg 
were obtained than in the favoured months 
of the new mode ; -yet this was the scheme 
by which double the supply was stated to 
be obtained, not indeed by the accounts on, — 
the table of the house, but by other estie 
mates, in the pocket of the right hon. gent, 
Thus on the Training bill nothing was to 
be said; regarding the Volunteers, there 
was exposed what was worse than nothing; 
and the last object, the recruiting, bad 
completely disappointed the expectations 
of its supporters. The right hon. gent 
indulged himself in frequent to 
Fthe committee. It was true, that such 
-addresses had a certain influence on candid 
minds; but he should recollect that these 
expedients might be carried too far, and 
even to an extent that neither the house 
‘nor the public. would patiently bear. On 
the present play, the Chelsea allowance, 
which had so long been the reward of long 
‘service and indigent merit, was to be given 
'to those not entitled to such remuneration, 
He (Mr. Perceval), was very apprehensive 
that-such prodigality would be injurious ta, 
military discipline. He could not help la« 
menting that his majesty had been advised 
to give directions, on the subject of the 
recruiting, contrary to the established law, 
of the land. The were now raised. 
‘for 7 years, aud the artillery for five years, 


‘ 


* 
. 
| 
‘ 
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an expedition to cross the British Channel, 


butthis was not the law. For the former 
12 years, for the latter 7, was the oath of 
service required, and it was not decent that 
ministers should anticipate the decisions of 
parliament, and undertake for such altera- 
tions in the term.of the service. Then the 
wording of the conditions on which the ser- 
vice was to be obtained, was careless, and 
inaccurate. If a man obtained the bounty, 
aud it afterwards appeared he was subject 
to sudden paroxysms, or any disorder that 
rendered him unfit for duty, he was to be 
allowed to retire with all the benefits of 
long service; such were to be the fruits of 
his own fraud. The correction of this pal- 
vi: error should not be long delayed. 

he should have other opportunities of 
commenting on the general topics of this 


- debate, he should not, at this time, tres- 


pass further on the indulgence of the com- 

ard Howick said, that after the able 
statement, of his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham), he should not have occasion 
to enter much at length into the subject. 
He would first adyert to an objection which 
had lately been often started, and as.often, 
he trusted, satisfactorily answered. Mi- 


nisters were accused of not having resorted 


to the necessary means for the protection 
of Buenos Ayres.. The answer given to 
this charge was,. that no supplies could 
have arriyed in time to prevent the re-cap- 
ture, if, indeed, that unfortunate event 
had neppseats and this was the only pro- 
per reply to such am accusation, The 
noble lord (Castlereagh) asserted, that 
such supplies would have arrived suffici- 


ently early, allowing 10 days for the sail- 


ing of the transports, after intelligence of 
the capture by bis majesty’s arms had been 
obtained. Was the noble lord serious. in 
representing, that 10 days were asufficient 
time for such an undertaking ; to prepare 
an expedition to a distant part of the globe, 
with the uncertainty that after its arrival 
the troops could even, land there, and 
might probably have to proceed to some 
other settlement yet more remote? Did 
the noble lord recollect, that for such a 
project there could have been no anterior 
preparation? And. could he imagine that 
10 days. were enough to provide and dis- 
miss this effectual aid? While; the noble 
lord supposed it to be no easy matter to 
cross the Atlantic with all this host of war 
in ten days, did he remember, that with 
him it occupied as many months to fit out 
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with long notice of the plan, and with the 
most urgest necessity for its precipitate 
adoption? Both the noble lord and the 
learned gent. had declared that no steps 
had been taken whatever to seeure this 
important acquisition of British courage. 
His (lerd Howick’s) answer to this was, 
a positive denial of the neglect. so charged 
upon ministers, The moment. the capture 
was made known here, supplies were pro- 
vided to support it. A line-of-battle ship 
started with the first fair wind for thut 
purpose, and troops were ready to depart 
at the time the report of the capture wag 
received, and they actually set sail in Oc+ 
tober; yet he would nat conceal that a 
pressing emergency arose to lead to tlie 
change in the destination of that force. 
He had explained thus much on this sub. 
ject, because it was one on which gentle» 
men. might reasonably expect some expla- 
nation, although ithad been uanecessarily 
introduced into the present debate. The 
hon. and learned gent. enquired, what had 
been done by his majesty’s servants, after 
all the expectations they had raised by their 
magnificent exhibitions of future successes? 
“ Compare,” said he, “ what you have. 
done with what we had promised; we en« 
gaged to supply 25 or 96,000 men undeg 
the former mode of reeruitimg,” It was 
discreet, both in the hon..and learned gent, 
and in the noble lerd to confine them 
selves ta what they had promised, and nod 
ta diverge to what they had 

But even with this prudent limitation 
to their premises, they might have: pro- 
ceeded mueh further, and have teld the 
committee that they had promised 40,000 
men. Why did not they advance a few 
steps onward? Here again they conducted . 
themselves with prudence; they knew the 
fact would be contrasted with the! promise, 
and that the disproportion between 
16,000, and. 40,000 men, would be tee com 
siderable. Attending, then, to this inequas 
lity between the assurances. given and the 
event, he could entertam no verysanguine 
hopes of what these gentlemen would have 
done, had. they the most favourable op- 
portunity both of multiplying their pro- 
mises. and their exertions. The noble 
lord had dwek much in complimentary obe 
| servations on one of the administrations of 
twhich he was a member. Certainly, it 
‘did make considerable additions to the 
effective force; and its measures had & 
Pmuch more beneficial operation than be 


expected. ‘Thus much it 


| 
* 


i 
was fair’ to state. What was the ‘result? 
It would be* séen by the accounts, that in 
January 1803, about 95 or: 96,000 men 
was'the amount of the public force. On the 
Ist of July, 1804; it consisted of 230,759 
men, and’6,000 artillery ; ‘constituting an 

augmentation of 140,000 men. No doubt 
‘ebduld be entertained that the army of. re- 
serve act, as well as the regulations of the 
militia, were calculated: to’raise a large ad- 
ditional force; the objections were that the 
means were oppressive, and that ‘the efléct 
was not -permanent. When the army of 
réserve act was put in activity, he (lord 
Howick) was in the country, and he had 

‘that experience of its operation which led 
him to -wish that: the experiment: would 
never be again tried unless in circum- 
stances of the most pressing necessity ; 
yet he would not say, that’ the. oc- 

-easion on which resort had been had to the 
Measure, was of sufficient urgency to jus- 

tify its application. Thus, then, were ad- 

-déd 140,000 men to the national force for 
limited service. The noble lord, embold- 
ened by this success, became a little incau- 

‘tious, and asked, what was done in the 
next administration? To which (fond 
always of having ‘“* Two Str to 

his Bow”) he also belonged. At that 
time 33,000 men were added to the 

army. °In this confident appeal, it would 
have ‘been satisfactory if the noble lord 
had been able to shew, that this accession 
was derived from the politic measures of 
his administration. The first step was to 
abandon the project of the supplementary 
militia ; and the whole increase was to be 

attributed to five sources of supply: 1. 

The militia. 2. The army of reserve act. 

Raising for rank. 4. The admission of 

boys into the army. 5. The foreign 

corps. The last was ‘principally derived 
from: the German legion; however the fo- 

Feigners amounted to 8000, and 13,000 

volunteered from the militia. .In July 

1804, ‘the increase was 140,000, and the 

total force 245,090. ‘On Jan. 18, it was 

258,000, and the increase only. 29,172. 

- The militia was then’ redaced 16,000, lea- 

ving the augmentation of. the regulars and | 

artillery at 13,185 men." To these add | 

8000 for the accession between the ‘Ist of 

January and*the 6th of March, and the 

increase ‘would be 21,000. But the fair 

comparison was not to be made in this way : 

- it should be confined to the native regular 

army, exclusive of the artillery, and com- 

prising troops both for lintived and unlimited 
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service. In July 1804, they were 122,691; 
in March-folowing, 142,700 ; being ‘an ex: 
cess of 20,000, of which 6600 were caval 
and13,400 infantry. Taking, then, the fingt 
result of the measures of the last adminis. 
tration, the whole numberraised was 5222) 
of which 3422 were procured for rank, and 
1078 were mére boys; leaving only 707 
men as the produce of their boasted exer. 
tions, which could possibly be considered 
}a’beneficial acquisition to the army. Let 
these vain and illusive attempts be compa 
red, not with the promises, but with the 
advantageous effects of the measures of his 
right hon. friend, and he could entertain. 
no fear that the consequence would meet 
the wishes of every friend to the military 
strength of the country. The hon. and 
learned gent. loudly complained that his 
right hon. friend had changed his opinion: 
before, the Additional Force bill was to 
fraise money, now it was to raise mén, 
No doubt it was for this duplex object,’ 
If you had the men from the parochial dis. 
tricts, the force was augmented ; if you had 
not the men, the money was obtained, 
Such a plan was, in the sequel, found to 
be destructive of the regular recruiting; 
and, if men were procured by it, they were 
either boys, or men deficient in stature, 
and of course not suited to the public’ser- 
vice. With these objections to it, the 
scheme had ‘been very properly abandoned, 
In this situation of things it was, that the 


violent an opposition from the noble lord 
(Castlereagh). Whatever assistance the 
noble lord should require from the papers, 
with ministers to assist him in detecting 
their errors, should be supplied; but he 
(lord H.) must protest against the charge, 
so frequently repeated, that bis right hon, 
friend had at any time declared, that any 
sudden and extensive addition to the pub- 
lic force could by such means be acquired, 
He could confidently appeal to every gen- 
tleman who heard his right hon. friend, 
that no such pretensions were made; on 
the contrary, it was urged, that all that 
could be expected from the measure was @ 
gradual and progressive improvement, de- 


-the condition of thé army, and from the 
‘conviction in the public mind, of the in- 
creased respectability of our military esta- 


pitate effects, ‘and- that debates: in. that’ 


prudent expedienits of his right hon. friend _ 
were resorted to, which have attracted sé — 


rived principally from the amelioration of — 


blishments, After this explanation, he ho-, 
‘ped he should hear no more of any preci- | 
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house. would not be needlessly protracted 
by calling for elucidations of. subjects 
which had been so often discussed. How, 
then, did the real question before the com- 
mittee actually stand? An opportunity of 
comparison could only at present be affor- 
ded from the 20th of October ; as the re- 
ulations were pursued, more means would 
4 supplied. The hon. and learned gent. 
had talked of February, March, and April, 
and many other periods, but no compari- 
son could be made, as the information be- 
fore the committee was limited to October. 
Availing himself, then, of all the. intelli- 
gence received on the subject, the relative 
éflect appeared thus: the regular recruit- 
ing in 1805, from the 20th of October to 
the 15th of the present month, produced 
1208 men ; under the new measures, 2155 
in the same interval were obtained, yield- 
ing an addition of 947 men. But the learn- 
ed gent, said, that this was an unfair com- 
parison, because the recruiting at the for- 


_ mer period was obstructed by the Parish 


bill. It would be in the recollection of 
many gentlemen, that the hon. and learned 
nt. before said, that there could ex- 
tno such obstruction. He (lord H.) could 
not avoidcomplimenting the hon. and 
learned gent. on this unexpected and hap- 
py exercise of his discernment ; he would, 
for the sake of further illustration, next 
advert to a time when, from the great scar- 
city of the means of subsistence, the re- 
eruiting service was conducted with un- 
usual success; he meant in the year 1800. 
Even then, only 1878. men were raised, 
leaving a surplas of 277 in favour of the 
present time. Was it not under such-cir- 
cumstances correct to say, that the plan 
was progressively improving im its effects, 
d that, atleast as far as it had operated, 

it had fully answered what had been pre- 
dicted of the result ? But it was said, that 
now the purchase was a purchase of ser- 
vice for only seven years, then it was for 
life. No doubt the proper allowance 
should be made for any reduction in the 


term of duty ; and on the contrary side were 
to be placed, the other facilities in and of 
the service, and the enrolling at reduced 
bounties. Again, his right hon, friend as- 
serted, that a superior order of men was 
obtained, and, what was-most material, 
that the number of desertions was greatly 


reduced. It was yet more satisfactory, 
that the diminution of these desertions was 
applicable to the time between the enlist 


ing and joining the respective corps, which 
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was @ convincing proof of the amelioration’ 
both of the condition. of the army, and of 
the ‘members who compose.it. Ata fore 
mer. time, out of 1,878 recruits, it was 
found, one in ten, or about 188, had de- 
serted ; in 1805, out of 1,208, there were 
174 deserters, or one in seven; now, out 
of 2,155, only 155, orone in 13. - This 
was no trifling recommendation of the plan 
of his right hon. friend. The opponents 
to it however asserted, that if their two 
projects of recruiting were. taken collec 
tively, then the advantage was in.favour 
of the former methods. But it should be 
recollected that, under the Additional 
Force act, ageand height weredisregarded. 
Yet, notwithstanding this, including only 
the last 2 weeks, there was an excess in fae 
vour of the new. scheme; in one the nume 
ber was 221, in the other 225 men. With 
all these facts. pressing on the attention of 
the committee, he trusted they would con- 
cur with him that there was an evident im- 
provement, and that the means were fully 
competent to the end proposed. Only.3 
months had been. allowed for this experi- 
ment, and the result was obvious; in the 
case of the Parish bill, nearly two years 
had been allowed to try its efficacy, and it 
remained still unproductive. It was not 
surprising then, that be should be sanguine 
as to the result, but he would not admit 
his good opinion of the measure to conceal 
from him any of its defects. If it were 
the fact, that the pensions and emoluments 
might be obtained by persons without the- 


title them to such rewards, he should have 
no difficulty in admitting that such a.per, 
nicious circumstance should not be allowe 
ed, and some provision should be made to 
prevent it. But was it perfectly clear that 
this was the fact? The learned gent. said, 
that by fraud a man might. obtain these 
advantages. Was he a lawyer, instructed 
in all the erudition of: his profession? and 
was it necessary to inform him, that by the 
laws of England no man can sustain any 
demand founded upon a fraud. ‘The hon. 
and learned gent. supposed acase where a 
man inlisted when he was subjected to fits 
or sudden derangement. Did.not that 
learned gent. know the form of the. oath 
administered, and that perjury. must be 
perpetrated .to. procure admission. under 
such .circumstances? and, indeed, there 
were prosecutions grounded on this violas 
tion of moral.and religious duty. The 
hon., and learned gentleman further, com: 


performance of the duties which shold ene 


_ | 
| 

| 
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ainéd, that the Training bill had not, 
the t occasion, been made a'sub- 
ject of discussion. If it were intended to 
examine this act, it would be easy to 
bring the matter before the house, but 
when the Army Estimates were under 
deliberation, it ‘seemed improper to 
blend with that ro so what was'so fo- 
feign and irrelevant. He should in this 
fespect certainly follow the example of 

his right hon. friend, except by muking a 
Single remark upon it, that fit measures 
were taken to it into effect, and 
he entertained no doubt of its salutary ope- 
ration. 

- Sir Jokn Doyle said,‘ it was his intention 
to have delivered his sentiments on the 
present subject, but at that hour, after the 
very ample explanations which bad been 
made by the noble lord and the right hon. 
gentleman, he should be ashamed to tres- 
pass on the time of the house; and, as he 
understood a further discussion would take 
place on the subject, he would reserve 

imself for that occasion. . 

Mr. Johnstone d leave to correct 
an error, which the secretary at war had 
fallen into in the course of his speech. 
‘The right hon. gent. had said, that he had 

ged timselfto make a charge against 

is , majesty’s' ministers. He certainly 
wished to see how far the pledges made by 
‘those ministers had been folfifled, or had, 
or had not been released. He did not 
pledge himself to make such a charge, but 
professed an anxiety to examine the 

srs, and see how far those who had 
esi willing to bring forward charges of 
want of economy against former ministers, 
had themselves acted upon that principle. 

The Sceretary at War replied, that it 
- would appear, the papers before the 
house, that since the present ministers 
came into office, they had uniformly obser- 
ved the strictest economy.—After sone 
conversation between Mr. Windham, sir 
J. Doyle, lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Rose, 
apon the subject of whether the returns 
from the inspector-general’s or the adju- 
tant-general’s department, were the most 
correct to go by, upon the future discus- 
sion of this question, the original resolution 
was read and agreed to, without further 
- ‘opposition. 
~~ Lord Heary Petty then rose, and having 
Apologised for troubling the house at that 
late hour, observed, that as sonte of the 
present estimates came more particularly 


within the department of the treasury, Y 
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was necessary for him to detain the house 
for a few moments, The estimates he al. 
lauded to were those of the comimissatiat 
and barrack departments, the first of which 
could not be inchuded'in the army extra’ 
ordinaries, and therefore stood in a sepa 
tate estimate. ‘The suini to be voted un. 
der this head was the’ same as last yeat, 
amounting to 841,526/; ; 50,0001. of which 
sum was to defray the expences of the roy. 
al military canals. ‘This was the last issue 
to be made for that purpose, consequently, 
a very great reduction would take place 
in that expenditure. The only additional 
sum for the barrack department which he 
meant to move for, was 57,000/. for erect. 
ing and completing new works. At the 
same time, he observed, that it was not the 
intention of government to undertake any 
more new works, but such as were found 
to be absolutely necessary. The barracks 
at Portsmouth were the principal object of 
this grant; they were considered as essene 
tially necessary, and, it was 
might not cost more than 47,000/., for ale 
though, technically speaking, they were 
denominated new works, yet they were in 
a considerable state of forwardness. He 
had the satisfaction to state, that, the year 
before last, the expences of that depart. 
ment amounted to 1,100,000/. which had 


been reduced to 550,000/, and there would | 


this year be a further saving of 50,0004 


tu.—Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. ; 
Thursday, January 22. 

The ballot for a committee to take inte 
consideration the Petition complaining of 
an undue return for the borough of Wey- 
mouth, standing for to-day, at 4 o'clock 
the Speaker counted the house, when, only 
64 members being present, the house nes 
cessarily adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, January 23. 
trutes.] Onthe motion of the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the lord bishop of 
St. David’s was requested to preachi before 
their lordships on the Fast. Day.—The 
duke of Clarence: ptesented five Petitions 
inst the bill for Abolishing the Slave 

rade; three from Liverpool, one 
the Agents for Jamaica, and one from the 
Merchants in general coticerned with the 
West-India trade. Ordered to lie on the 


emaity bill weat 


possible, 


The resolutions were then read and agreed — 
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[Muyvrgs.] At four o'clock a ballot 


_ which was as follows :—W. H. Freemantle, 


sir J, Frederick ; A. Browne, esq.; R. Vyse, 


- went to the augmentation of the stipends 


Mr. W. Wynne brought ina bill for more 


through the committee, and was reported. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, January 23. 
took place for a. committee to take into} 
consideration the Petition complaining of 
an undue return for the borough of Wey- 
mouth. Soon after, Mr. White appeared 
at the bar, and presented the reduced list, 


esq.; tight bon. C. Yorke; W. Taylor, 
esq. ; J. Osborne, esq.; sir W. W. Wynne; 
G. Porter, esq.; sir T. H. Liddell; sir G, 
Cornwall; sir E. Knatehbull; sir W. Milner; 


esq-; nominees, W. Baker, esq. sir J. An- 
struther.—Mr. Whitbread gave notice, that 
on the 12th of Feb. he would move 
for leave to bring in a bill to amend 
the existing Poor It was his 
tention to give gentlemen all possible 
time to examine this subject with the at- 
tention which it merited. Iftherefore the 
house would, at the period which he had 
mentioned, permit him to bring in the bill, | 
and would allow it to be read a first time, 
he would then move that the second read-. 
ing should Jie over till after the Easter 
balidays.—The lord advocate of Scotland, 
after a prefatory speech, in which he en- 
tered into.an historical detail of the vari- 
ous regulations relative to the stipends of 
the Scottish Clergy, and in which be ex- 

essed the highest regard for that respecta- 
ble reid of men, moved for leave to bring 
ina bill to suspend for a certain time the 
powers granted to the lords of session and 
‘council in Scotland, by anact of the Scotch 
parliament, in the 4th session of the first 
parliament of queen Anne, so far as they, 


of the clergy in Scotland. His view 
was, that during the suspension, those sti- 
pends should be rendered adequate to the 
purpose for which they were originally in- 
tended.—Lord A. Hamilton gave notice, 
that on Monday se’nnight, he would make 
@ motion relative to the Third Report of 
the commissioners of the Military Inquiry. 


effectually preventing depredations on the 
river Thames and its vicinity, which was 
zead a first time. 

Orricers.]On Mr. W.Wynne’s 
moving that the order of the day be read 
for receiving the report of the Irish Mili- 
tia Service bill, Lord Castlereagh rose for 
the purpose of asking the right hon. secre- 

Vor, VIII. 
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tary, if any provision had been. made forex- 
tendi 


ng the additional pay granted last year, 
to the officers of the regulars, tothe officers — 
of conresponding ranksin the Militia service, 
that was, from the lieut, colonel down to 
the subalterns. The Secretary at War re- 
plied, that no such provision had been | 
made. Lord Castlereagh hoped that 
ble lord (whom he did not see now in hig 
place) would bring this subject under the 
consideration of the house, more especially 
as he had himself stated that in his opinion, 
the increase of pay ought to extend as far 
as the captains of the Militia, The report 
was then received. 
[CaiminaL anp Pavezr Lynaries] 
Mr. W. Wynne moved, that a select 
committee be appointed to enquire into the 
state of the Criminal and Pauper Lunatics 
in England and Wales, and of the laws 
relative thereto, and to report the same 
with their - observations to the house. It 
was a year and a half since he had called 
the attention of the house to this subject, 
which demanded immediate interference. 
The consequence of the attempt made by 
Hatfield on the Jife of his majesty, was an 
act empowering the judges in cases of ace 
quittal on the ground of insanity, to order 
the person so acquitted to be detained in 
custody, until his majesty’s pleasure re- 
specting them should be known. Under 
this act, several unfortunate persons were 
now lying in public jails; of all places, the 
most improper for their abode. He re* 
ferred to an instance in the county which 
he had the honour to represent, of a per- 
son who, having bee tried for murder 
and acquitted, on-the ground of insanity, 
had been imprisoned in the public jail, in 
which all possible care was taken of him 
that could be expected from persons igno- 
rant of the mode of treatment, peculiarly 
requisite for lunatics, committed another 
murder on a felon in the same prison. 
Pauper lunatics, as the law then stood, 
were maintained by the parish, so that it 
became the interest of overseers that these 
unhappy people should commit some out- 
rage by which the parishes might be relieved 
from the burthen of them. There were not 
less than 1700 pauper lunatics now in con- | 
finement. How to proceed, whether asy- 
lums should be erected to comprehend 
more than one county, or in what other 
way relief should be afforded, would be a 
proper subject of consideration for the 
committee which he proposed to institute. 
ae S. Bourne asked why the hon, gent. 
“ 
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did not include in his reference to the com- 
mittee, the Criminal and Pauper Lunatics 
of Scotland and Ireland ? ‘ By 
Mr. W. Wynne replied, that in ‘those 
countries there were provisions which ren- 
dered the necessity of any interposition of 
_ the legislature less pressing than in England 
and Walex—A committee was then ap- 
[Cuakeks acainst Mr. 
General Porter said, he rose in pursuance 
of the notice he had given with reference 
to one of the members of that house. He 
felt himself unfortunate in his inability to 
perform the task he had undertaken, in 
the manher its importance demanded. 
He assured the house, that he had not the 
slightest enmity or rancour towards the 
person who was the object of his motion, 


had adduced precedents which might have’ 
induced the house to go immediately and 
‘without delay into the proceeding. There’ 
were certainly many precedents for ex 
pulsion, but not one of them rested on 
the grounds on which the present case 
stood. In the whole code of British juris- 
prudence there was no rule more strong 
than that any man who hdd been acquitted 
or condemned could not again be tried for 
the same offence. This was a principle of 
our established law, rooted as he hoped 
in every mait’s breast, and against which 
he trusted that no one would dare to set 
his face. There was another citcumstancé 
which ought to weigh heavily in the coné 
sideration of the house. He stood there 
legally qualified ; he had been returned, 
and returned without opposition, by a very 


‘and he had therefore neither claimed nor | large body of electors, If he had been 


solicited the sopport of any individual. 


thought ineligible, the moment of election 


‘He had felt himself.called upon by an im-| had been the time for stating that ineligi* 
perioys sense of his duty as a member of] bility; but no such attempt had been 


‘the house, but above all, by his sincere 
‘wish to maintain the honour and character 
of the profession to which he had been at- 
tached for upwards of 30 years. Actuated 


made, and he had been unanimously re- 
turnéd for one of the largest county towns 
in the kingdom. He would not enter into 
any discussion of the merits of the sentence 


‘as he was by these sentiments, it could not} by the court martial, although that was a 


be surprising that he should look up with 
respect to the decisions of those courts 
niartial whose proceedings he was persuaded 
were uniformly dictated by justice and im- 


subject from which he would never shrink 
when it came regularly before the house. 
With regard to precedeuts of expulsion, 
there were several in the cases of Mr. 


partiality. ‘Thinking as he did, he felt] Wilkes, Mr. Walpole, and others; but he 
that a person who had been tried by 16 of| contended, that none of these cases was 


the ‘most respectable characters among the 
officers of the army, and found guilty of 11 
charges out of 14, and who had been con- 
victed of a crime only short of felony, was 
-not a fit person to sit among the represen- 
tatives of the country. He wished the 
‘house to be in full possession of the case, 
and then to put it to the dignity and ho- 
nour. of.the house, whether a person who 
bad been so stigmatized was worthy of a seat 
in parliament? - He should conclude with 
his motion ; at the same time he trusted, 
that if a debate arose, he might have the 
privilege of expressing himself more at 
large. He moved, “ That the Charges 
_ made against John Fenton Cawthorne, esq 
a member‘of this house, and the sentence 
pronounced against him in consequence 
by the Court Martial appointed to try him, 
together with the proceedings of the house 

_ thereon in session 1795-6, be now read.” 


The motion was seconded by Mr. Spencer 


Stanhope. 
Mr. Cawthorne wished the hon. general 
Lad stated more fully his sentiments, and 


applicable to hisown. The hon. general 
had disclaimed any feeling of personal hos* 
tility towards bim. It was Certainly very 
kind of him to bring the subject forward, 
This he would declare; that when he stood 
in a similar situation before; be felt much 
inore depressed, aud much more oppressed 
than he then did. But had he at the 
time to which he alluded known what hé 
then knew, he would not have troubled 
that house for a moment on the subjects 
He meant, bad he known that the first 
law officer in the house, the Attorney Ge- 
neral of that day, had declared that thé 
sentence of a court martial was too flimsy 
a ground on which to found the proceed- 
ings which had terminated in his expulsion 
from the house. beh 
Lord Howick would not have said any thing 
upon this motion, had it not been for some 
expressions which fell from the hon. mem- 
ber who had spoken last. He apprehended 
that that hon, member had mistaken the na- 
ture of the case entirely, when he talged 


about another trial for the sameoffence, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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about ‘his election and his qualification. 
This was nota question of election or qua- 
lification. The objection did not stand on 
these grounds. ‘The view which his hon. 
friend had taken of the case was this: 
whether it was consistent with the dignity, 
the purity, and the honour of that house, 
that a person labouring under the stigma 


_ attached to his character, by the sentence 


of a court martial, and the proceedings on 
which it was founded, should be consider- 
edas a fit member tosit among them ? 
The question was, whether the house pos- 
sessed the power of re-expulsion, and if 
it did, whether it.was fit and proper to ex- 
ercise it in this particular instance ? It was 
a proceeding ‘undoubtedly. of the utmost 
importance ; for whether it was considered 
as affecting the character of the individual, 
and the character and purity of that house, 
or as involving those. great constitutional 


principles that ought to govern the right 


of election, there was no question more 
deserving of the serious attention and care- 
fulexamination of every person who had 
to decide upon its merits. It had afiorded 


him, and must have afforded to others, 
great satisfaction to observe, that in bring- 
ing forward this business no mixture of 


passion or personal rancour had appeared. 
His hon. friend, from the manner and 
temper with which he proposed his motion, 
had evinced, what indeed he was. well 
aware of before, that be acted from prin- 
ciple and not from passion—that he had 
truly stated that he was not an oppressor, 


but that he was actuated only by a con- 


scientious regard to the best interests of 


- his profession, of the house, and of the 


public. In. this temper he hoped the in- 
vestigation would be pursued, and therefore 
he was very much disposed to accede to a 
suggestion that seemed to be thrown out by 
the person who spoke last, when he said, that 
he rested his case on precedents. In order 
to ascertain what precedents were analo- 


gous to the present case, or in any degree 


bore upon it, it was his intention, if the 
motion had passed, to. have moved for the 
appointment of a committee. to search 


' into: precedents. Cases precisely similar 


to the present, perhaps, they could: find 
none, but. they: might find many cases 
analogous to it; and some of these might 
probably be: in the recollection of ‘several 
members of that house. © At all events, it 
would be of advantage to proceed with:our 
judgments instructed bya careful exami- 
nation ef the journals of the-house, ‘This 


was so clear, that he believed he need say 
nothing further in support of it. He was. 
not aware that any. objection whatever 
could be urged to this method. The in-; 


‘terest of all parties concerned would be 


best consulted by proceeding upon soynd 
and constitutional principles, by adhering 
to the general rules of justice; and keep- 
ing the individual case as much as pose. 
sible out of view, except in so far as it de- 
pended on these rules and principles. The 
only objection to this which he could pos-: 


sibly anticipate was the delay which it 


would occasion, and the consequent pain- 
ful suspense in which the individual might 
thus be involved. But the delay would 
not be very long, and the individual ought: 
to recollect that he now stood in a situ- 
ation in which he was sorry that, after 
what had passed, he had placed himself. 
After this motion had» passed, he would 
move. for a committee to search into the: 
precedents, and, after the report of that 
committee should be on the table, then 
his hon. friend would have. an opportunity 
to propose whatever he thought’ best bes 
coming the dignity of the house, the hos 
nour of the profession, and the interests of 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope, having seconded 
the motion, would: say merely that he had 
intended to submit to the ‘house, after the 
disposal of the present motion, a motion 
similar to that whichthe noble lord had 
just declared’ it was his intention to pro« 
pose. For the question ought assuredly 
to come to a solid and impartial decision,: 
and were it even only pro formd,’ it would 
be the duty of the house, on sucha solema 
occasion, to appoint a committee to search: 
the Journals for precedents.» ; 19/50 

Mr. W. Herbert observed, that it was 
not his intention: oppose the motiom;. 
but he felt himself called upon to: express 
his opinion: With regard to the question, 
itdid not appear to him :to be one»whichy 
could rest on’ precedent. The onlyques- 
tion was, whether the house had @ pri- 
mary right of expulsion, and whether it 
had a right of re-expulsion? Then. the 
only remaining question would be-with 
gard to’ the propriety of enforcing ‘that 
right, and whetherthere were grounds for 
exercising that. diseretionary-power ? ‘The 
proof: of this right could .not:rest: on prece- 
dent. -No'person’ could deny the exis- 
tence of the primary right of expulsion. 
if that was allowed, the other right of re- 
expulsion, must follow’as of:course. It 


| 
| 
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was 4 question; conséquently, not of pre-|'was to be made, let it be oné for the puis 
cedent, but 6f principle. “He conceived|nishment of a sinner, and not to concédl 
that it was.@ right which was vested in} his iniquity. ‘What the house should de 
the house, .for the maintenance of its own} cide, would become a préetedent, for it: wag 
rights, _priteiples; honéur atd dignity.| to the glory of the nation, and the honoug 
He was: aware that some persons would} of the military character, that there was ne 
argue; that the exéreise of such a right by} case directly in point. If the object of the 
the héuse trenched upon the right of the} noble lord was delay, he could assure him 
electors, That he deniéd: he conceived} it would answer no purpose, for the ques 
it was a right inherent in the house for its}tion should certainly be decided. He 
owii' protection. There could be no right} trusted it was not to be supposed that the 
in the'électors in contradiction to the right} noble lord meant to throw the broad shield 
of thé house ; witliout such a right in-the| of power over the member who had so cons’ 
house, accumulated disgrace might attach |}ducted himself. If such a construction 
to its chdracter; The same individual|could be put upon the motion, he hoped 
thight beset back f6 parliament, whom/|the noble lord would withdrawit. . 
it. had stigmatized in the face of Eutope} Lord Fodkestone thought that the two 
and the wotlds As it séemed to be thejlast gentlemen who had addressed the 
opinion of the house that this question} house had mistaken the question, which 
should bé referred to ptecedent, he had‘no|was merely, whether the proceedings of 
Gbjection that it should be put in possés-|1796 should be read. He hoped it would 
sidn of every possible information, and | not be assumed by the hon. gent. opposite; 
should therefore not resist the motion. that-his arguments had been assented to, 
Genetal Gascoyne asked, why the house | because they had not been answered. The 
was to be kept in suspence upon such. aj hon. gent, seemed averse to going into 4 
question ? It appeared to him that the pro- | committee, and had stated that there was no 
position of the noblé lord was the sugges- | precedent that applied to the present case; 
tion of the meéniber against whom the mo-{ He could assure him that he was so cons 
tion was directed ; and yet the noble lord | vinced there was not a precedent, that he 
had said; that hé should nét have risen had | intended to have made a similar motion to’ 
it not beet for what had fallen from that} that which the noble lord had suggested 
member. What were the precedents to}and the noble lord would allow him to 
which the noble lord thought fit to refer | state, that there being no precedent was 4 
the house ? If he was inclined to trespass | strong argument to bring forward in am 
upon the time of the house; he would take | swer to a proposition for expelling a mem 
every one of the.precedents, and would | ber, and therefore he should support the nos 
shew that they had no more to do with this { ble lord’s proposition. There was an exe 
question than they had to do with a ques-| pression used by the same hon. gent., and 
tion ‘of bankruptcy..1f the house . an-| also by the noble lord, with reference to the 
xiously wished to see precedents, he had no} disagreeable feelings the discussion. might 
objection ; but.upon the:principle of their |excite. They had observed, that if such. 
conveying any information to the house, j disagreeable feelings were experienced, the 
he .wasvagainst the motion. There ‘was| person must thank himself. He admitted, 
one precedent before the house upon which | tbat upon a question of this kind, personal 
the house could not,be.mistaken. There} feelings must be left entirely out of the 
was the precedent; that John Fenton Caw: |case; but he thought it extremely. unfait 
thorne ‘was; for infamous and ungentle-}to prejudice the house, by stating that a 
manlike conduct ih the year 1796, expelled | member had put himself in a situation in 
the house. Till that could be erased from | which disagreeable feelings were likely to 
the Journals of the house, there could hot|be excited. Perhaps, it might turn out 
be a precedent more decisive. He was | that the person alluded to had as much right 
sorty that the decision might hurt the feel-| to sit in this house as any other member, 
ings of the member to whom it was refer- | In such case, it would be peculiarly unjust 
red, but he had himself réendeted the dis-|to reproach bim with having placed him 
cussion necessary. ‘Supposing there was [self in-a situation in which he was liable ta 
not tobe found any precedent which ap-;have his feelimgs wounded. It was his 
lied to the present case, was the: house fo} wish, and he hoped it was the wish of every 
make one merely to cover that which was | one, to have this question decided as spee- 
Sah 


disgraceful and ‘infamous? precedent) dily'as possible, 
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. The Attorney-General said, that his only 


motive for assénting to the motion which 


‘the bon. general had made, was that of 


which notice had been given by the noble 
lord, If the noble lord had not announced 
his intention of moving the house that 
seatch Should be made in the Journals for 
that information which the Journals affor. 
ded, he was quite free to declare that he 
should have given the motion of the hon. 

eral his immediate negative, undismay- 


ed by any of those menaces he had often 


beard uttered in that housé. He should 
have thought it his duty to the public, his 
duty to the law of the land, his duty to 
the constitution of the country, his duty 


- tothe rights of the electors of the coun- 


try, who formed the constituting body of 
the house of commons, to have given his 
immediate and decided negative to the mo- 
tidn. He should have done so, because he 
was at a loss to conceive that the minutes 
proposed to be read before the house, 
could be made the ground of any proceed- 
ings by a parliament recently elected, and 
because: he thought that the house would 


"have been justitied in putting a negative 
Ona proposition for the adoption of any 


ptoceédiags upon such a ground. He 

uld have done so, because he should 

ve thought it his duty to have guarded 
against trusting himself with any power 
that was not subject to law, and to those 
tules; in the exererse of which he had 
some system to act upon. He should have 
rejected those rules of proceeding, by 
which he was called upon to consult the 
feelings he might more or less kindly en- 
tertain towards a particular individual. 
He should not have been less disposed to 
have done so when it was proposed that he 
was to act upon the sentence of such a 
court as had been described; not that he 
had any thing to say to the prejudice of 
sich a court, or its utility for the purposes 
for which it was instituted for military of- 
fences ;+~for offences truly military, he be- 
lieved a Court Martial was the most pro- 
per tribunal. But'to ask him ationce, with- 
euthisknowing whether there were any pre- 
cedents to make. the sentence of a court 
inartial, in which there was no trial’ by 
jury, no challenge of jurors, in fact, none 
of ‘the privileges that constituted the trial 
by jury-to ask him to inflict a penalty 
that never attached to any sentente of a 
eourt of common law, was to,ask ‘him to 
do that towhich it was impossible he could 
assent; and \particolarly when, at the same 
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time, he -was required to adopt -suth 


ciple, he was to be denied the means of 


informing himself, and no precedent what 


ever was offered. He trusted such a pro- 
position would be discountenanced. - He 
had thought it necessary to trouble the 
house with his opinion thus early, on ac+ 
count of the manner in which the question 
had been treated. The noble lord shad 
been cautioned not to throw the shield of 
power over the member to whom the dis- 
cussion referred. The noble lord had not- 


thrown the shield of power over the member. 


He had thrown the shield of theconstitution 
over the member, as he hoped he wouldover 
every member, if he should stand in need of 
it. There had been allusions made to certain 
fanciful notions of honour and dishonour,; 
which could never be made the ground of 
any rational proceedings in any court of 
justice. It was impossible that the house 
could found proceedings on any maxims 
or principles of such a nature. He bes 
lieved that the electors of this country, as 
long as they possessed those feelings which 
an attachment to their own rights and the 
constitution of the country was calculated 
excite, would be convinced, that those 
who opposed the motion of the hon. ge+ 
ueral were the true friends of their rights, 
and of the constitution. 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst said, that jt was 
necessary for him, who had been a memes 
ber of the parliament in which the member 
referred to had been expelled, to vindie 
cate it from something that had fallen from 
a learned gent. (the attorney-general) who 
was not a member of that parliament. He 
begged to be understood as not wishing to 
enter into the question, either of the —pro- 
priety of searching for precedents, or of 
reading the proceedings of the house: As 
to the question of searching for precedents, 
no material objection had been made, 
He could have wished that in this early 
stage of the discussion, the consideration of 
personal feelings. had not been introduced. 
It could have no other effect than that of 
preventing ‘the cool and dispassionate de- 
cision of ‘the question. However, it was 
only his intention ‘to motice what fal- 
len from the learned gent. Did be mean 
toway that the proceedings of the court 
martia] were not now, or were not then, a 
proper ground for the house to exercise a 
privilege not disputed, of expelling one of 
itS members? .No such opinion, he was 
persuaded, had been maintained in the 
house when'the question was determined 
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y the last parliament. Jt appeared to 
him that the question ought to be disen- 
tangled of all legal niceties. It was mon- 
strous to say, that if the house was satisfied 
there.was such a body of crime proved to 
have existed, whether the crime was of a 
military nature or in a moral view, that it 
had not power to act. But the learned 
gent. should have stated what he meant 
by a crime purely military; a crime 
might be military, and yet, in the course 
of the enquiry before a court martial, 
there might arise, as in this instance, 
a case of moral turpitude. The ground 
on which he apprehended parliament de- 
cided was, that there was such a corpus 
delicti, as fully justified them in the exer- 
cise of their power. It was impossible to 
carry the question before a court where it 
could have been better decided. When it 
came on again before the present parlia- 
ment, he trusted that no objection would 
be made on the ground of the defect of 
evidence, or any statute of limitation 
which seemed to be hinted.at, as if this par- 
liament could not look at the same evidence 
that had been given during a previous par- 
liament. If it was fit to re-exercise a right 
now, which bad been exercised before, 
there could be no difficulty. If the exer- 
cise of the right was not bad then, it could not 
be bad now. The only question was, whe- 
ther the house could re-expel a member 
who had been expelled by a former parlia- 
ment? 
The Attorney-General , in explanation, 
declared that he never meant to question 
the grounds of the proceeding in the last 
parliament ; a subject on which he was not 
sufficiently informed. If the house thought 
that the evidence (independent of the sen- 
tence) was conclusive, they had been right 
in doing as they had done. All that: he 
had said was, that any sentence, and more 
especially any military sentence, must be 
an insufficient ground for such a proceeding. 
- Captain Herbert asked, if the learned 
gent. thought the sentence ofa court mar- 
tial too flimsy a ground» of proceeding, 
what ground would he expect? The-learn- 
ed gent. was in error whem he said that no 

right existed. in the person tried by a court 
martial to challenge bis judges. It was 
both the right and the practice. He was 
surprised how the learned gent. could think 
as he had expressed himself, without deem- 
ing the act of the last parliament a flagrant 
injustice. 


The Attorney-General denied having 


used the word flimsy, as applied to the 
sentence of a court martial. ony 
General Gascoyne stated, in explanation, 
that he did not say the broad shield ‘of gos 
vernment had been thrown over the deling 
quent. He only cautioned the noble ‘lord 
to avoid doing any thing which might be 
so misconstrued ; nor did he say that the © 
house should take the proceedings of 
court martial for their guide; although 
he differed from the learned gent. on hig 
notions of honour, he was as willing to 
abide by the honour of a court martial, 
as the decision of a court of justice.) 4 
_ Lord William Russell observed, that als 
though this question had been already diss 
cussed and. decided, still there was no 
reason why the house should not, under 
the present circumstances, exercise its 
discretion, and come to an opinion, ©. 
Mr. R. Ward did not rise to detain the 
house by entering into the merits of this ques: 
tion, his object merely was, to receive further 
explanations from the learned gent. (the ats 
torney-general) as to his application of fanci- 
ful notions of honour, &c. to courts martial, 
The Attorney-General declared, that ‘he 
did not apply the words honour or disho- 
nour to a court martial; he had already 
stated, that the acceptation of proceeding 
on any such fanciful phrase would not be 
received in a court of justice. ; 
Mr. Adam was exceedingly sorry to feel — 
himself obliged to trouble the house on 
this subject, after. the ample discussion it 
had undergone in this preliminary stage; 
but the warmth of some members having 
superseded the perfect good humour with 
which the noble lord had introduced his 
motion, made him rise, in the hope off es- 
tablishing the question on its original 
ground ; and certainly he must confess; 
that the mode proposed by the noble lord 
appeared to him the best which the nature 
and importance of the case demanded. It 
was a proceeding founded on the princi- 
ples of ‘the constitution, to: which every 
member was willing to submit, at the same 
time that it maintained the dignity of the 
house, and the regularity of its proceed 
ings. . He was a little surprised to heara 
distinction taken between principle and 
precedent; for his part; he did not think 
there was any, as applied to this case, for the 
one would be found to contain the other}; . 
or, to be more explicit, he thought that 
precedent contained principle. . He was 
old enough to remember the proceedings 


Hin 1764, on the expulsion of Wilkes for 
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his publication of the North Briton ; he also 
well remembered the question agitated res- 
pecting the same individ ual in 1769,on which 
occasion he was in the minority. It must be 
in the’ recollection of many members of 
the house, that in 1782 the expulsion pre- 
viously voted had been reversed, and all 
the resolutions respecting it expunged from 
the journals by a majority, of which he 
wasone. Though this was not a case in 
point, yet he apprehended that it settled 
the law of parliament on the subject of 
expulsion. Having made these loose ob- 
servations with a view of bringing the 
question only before the house, he should 
conclude therefore with trusting that the 
thotion of the noble lord would be adop- 
ted, being the best in any point of view 
which could, in his opinion, be suggested. 

Mr. Hurst was astonished that a person 
of the ability of the learned gent. who 
spoke last, should say that there was no 


- distinction between principle and precedent. 


They were far as the poles asunder. Pre- 
cedent might illustrate, but did not con- 
stitute a principle. He would support the 
motion for searching precedents, however, 
as they would shew what had been done in 
similar cases, if there were any. If there 
were no precedents, then we must resort 
to the principle, and mike a precedent 
for the future—The motion was then 
agreed to, and thevsentence of the court 
martial, and the proceedings of parliament 
thereon in the session of 1795-6 read in 
brief; after which it was moved by | 

Lord Howick, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to examine into the journals of 
that house, and the records of parliament, 
for precedents of cases, in which members 
had been expelled by that house, who had 
been returned to it, and to report thereon 
to the house. 
' Mr. Spencer Stanhope, in seconding the 
motion, thought it his duty to abstain from 
§iving any opinion upon the case by antici- 
pation, one way or the other. 

Mr. Bankes perfectly agreed with the 
noble lord as to the course of proceeding 
which he recommended, but thought, that 
as the motion was worded, it would nar- 
tow the view of the case. Gentlemen 
conversant with the records of that house, 
would be aware, that of ‘cases similar to 


"the present there were none, and of analo- 


gous cases extremely few. There were 
Many cases to be found, which, as ‘the 
motion was worded, the committee would 
think themselves bound to report. | He 
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thought, therefore, that it would be desire- 


able to make the words of the motion lar- 
ger, in order to come at the main spring 
upon which the house acted in such cases, 
which ‘would enable them to discharge 
their painful duty in this instance. The 
hon, gent. suggested to enlarge the words 
of the motion to all cases of expulsion, 
distinguishing those in which the expelled 
members had been again returned, 

Lord Howick adopted the suggestion of 
the hon. gent., and moved, “ that, a com- 
mittee be appointed to examine the jour- 
nals of this house, and records of parlia- 
ment for precedents of cases of members 
who have been expelled by this house, and 
for what causes they have been so expel- 


led, and also of cases in which members, ~ 


having been expelled by this house, have 
been again returned; and to report the 
same to the house, together with the pro- 
ceedings thereon :” which was agreed to. 
[Perition or THE Exvectors or Lan- 
CASTER RESPECTING Mr. CawTHoRNE.] 
Lord George Cavendish proposed to pre- 


sent a petition to the house from a very _ 


considerable number of the freemen of 
Lancaster. It had been put into his hands 
as he came into the house, and he thought 


it his duty to present it. But in do-. 


ing this he would not pledge himself 
to any opinion upon the case. As he 
had been a member of the court mar- 
tial whose sentence had been alluded 
to, he should abstain from taking any 
share in those discussions. Of the contents 
of the petition be was ignorant, but if the 
house would consent to receive it, they 
would be enabled to judge of its contents 
when it should be read at the table.—The 
petition was then ordered to be brought up 
andread, It stated, ‘that the petitioners 
have been informed, that some measure, 
not being a petition from any party inter- 
ested, is depending before the house, ha- 
ving for its object to prevent them from 
being represented in parliament by John 
Fenton Cawthorne, esq., one of the mem- 
bers chosen at the last general election to 
represent the borough of Lancaster in 
parliament; That the petitioners submit, 
that, according to the uniform practice ia 
such cases, the legality of any election of 
a member of the house cannot be ques- 
tioned, unless the same is made the sub- 
ject of a petition presented to the house 


fwithin 14 days from the first meeting of 


parliament after such election ; and that 
any attempt to invalidate such election, 


| 
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by any other means than such as are spe- 
cified in the several statutes in such case 
made and provided, must be contrary to 
law, and ought to be discouraged by the 
house: but, if it is- not intended to bring 
into question the legality of the election of 
the said J. F. Cawthorne, and the same is 
admitted to be a legal election, then the 
petitioners humbly submit, thet the house 
has no jurisdiction to exclude from the 
privilege of sitting and voting as a mem- 
ber of parliament any person who has be- 


.eome amember of the house by a lawful 


election, except for some matter arising 
subsequent to such election to disqualify 
such member from sitting and voting: 
That the petitioners baving elected the said 
J. F. Cawthorne, with a full knowledge of 
ali the circumstances which they are in- 
formed are now to be made the grounds of 
his expulsion, submit, with the greatest 
confidence, that unless such circumstances 
amounted to a legal disability to sit in the 
house of commons (in which case the pe- 
titioners submit that the question ought to 
‘ketried upon a petition, and beforea select 
committee,) the exercise of a power by the 
house of commons, to defeat such election 
weuld be subversive of the rights of elec- 
‘tors in general, and highly injurious to the 


petitioners, who insist they have aright to 


return to the house any person as their 
representative not previously disqualified 
by any kmown rule of law: and therefore 
praying, that no such measures may be 
by the house, and that they may 
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sons of characters He could only say, like 
‘mest members who presented petitions, 
that-he believed it to have been subscribed 
by those whose names appeared to jt. 

| Mr. Cawthorne observed, that the hon, 
gent. had taken up the question vepy 
warmly, but appeared to be totally unac. 
quainted with the circumstances’ of the 
case, He could shew-him an alphabetical 
list of the subscribers to the petition, which 
had been taken from the list of the free. 
men of Lancaster, and transmitted to him, 
Amongst them were the names of the chair. 
man and magistrates of the quarter ses. 
sions, aud many Jand-owners in the byn, 
dreds about the town. It was wot by any 
personal considerations that he was influy 
enced on this occasion, but by a regard te 
the rights of the gentlemen who had seng 
him to that house, : 

Mr, Spencer Stanhope observed, that this 
was a petition against a motion made, 
though no preceeding had taken place og 
the subjectto which it alluded, till 9 few. 
minutes ago. This was strange conduct, 
for which he did not think there was any 
precedent. 

Lord Séanley was of opinion, that this 
petition was of a nature so dictatorial, that 
it ought not to be suffered to remain upon 
the table of th@house; but be would not 
agree, that it would justify a disfranchise- 
ment of the borough, because that would 
confound the innocent with the guilty, 
The petition was in the hands of the noble 
lord before any mation was made on the 


be heard against any such measure, by| subject, or the petitioners could know 


themselves, or their counsel, at the bar of 
the house.” On the motion that the peti-: 
tion do lie on the table, 


whether their rights would be affected 
thereby. The petition was dictatorial, and 
presumed to lay down the law, and there. 


Captain Herbert asked the noble lord] tore ought not to be laid on the table. 


avho presented it, whether it was really the. 
petition of the freemen of Lancaster? If 
it was, it appeared to him not to be in the 


dnsolett attempt to controul parliament. 
‘The-last paragraph appeared most repre- 


hensible, where they acknowledged that! 


they were-acquainted with all the infamy: 
that was:the object of the motion. This: 
adtission would almost justify the house in, 
4@isfranchising the borough. (A loud cry) 
of no! no!) There certainly could be no 
‘doubt that.a person declared incapable of 


serving his «majesty in any ‘capacity, was: 
nev fitfor any trust. 


Lord:G. Cavendish replied, that it had 


| een ‘put into his hands by persons of re-| 
_ spectability, and was signed also. by 


Mr..S. Bourne entered his protest against 
the doctrines that had been laid down by 
the noble lord, and by the hon. gent. who 


_ dight of .a‘petition, bat.as a dictatorial and'| had contended, that the language of the 


petition was so improper, as to justify the 
disfranchisement of the borough, The pe- 
titioners had a right to petition, if they 
apprehended, no matter upon what ground, 
that their rights were in danger of being 
invaded. the language of the petition 
was the same with the language recorded 
upon the Journals of the/house, that ap 
attempt to invalidate a return, where the 
person was not legally disqualified, was 
subversive of the rights of electors. Had 
not the petitioners aright to use the same 
language asthe house? He had risen only 
to protest against such novel and uncon. 
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stitatidtial doctrines, in order that it mighit of Sept. in the éstirtiatés but for 


nbt bé supposed, if they were sufféréd to 
pass anfdticed, that they were assented! to 
iv thdt house." . 
8. Stanhope appealed to the speaker, 
whether if was cotisistent with the forms 
. a practice of the louse to receive a pe- 
tition avdinst dry proceeding. not ini 
mediately undet consideration of the 

Speaker, as he had been appealed to, 
felttimsélf boutd’to declare, that he had al- 
ways understood, and had'collected from the 
proteeding of thut hduse, that they opened 
théir doors widé for receiving the petitions 
Of all his niajésty’s subjects, whether with 
respect to’ grievances, real or apprehended, 
dtid thit the only indispensable requisite in 
petition, to intitlé it to thé consideration 
éf that house wis, that it sliduld-be couch- 
it language not Offensive. 

- Lord Howick agreed in the sentiments af’ 
fe’ Hon. geut. opposite (Mr. S. Bourne), 
and entirely concurred’ in the doctrine, 
down’ by the chair, that a’ petition 

the subject was entitled to the’ atten- 


thrée-fourthis of the yedt, and it Was not 
for hith t6 decide competently until furnisti< 
éd with’ the rémaiiing quarterly account, 
ending fle Fist Dec. Iv tinte of war thé 
levies for each succeéding month are re- 
guldted by thé report of the past month's 
réctuiting, which however in such a crisis 
is néver to be chécked beyond a certdit® 
Tt was a great satisfaction to hint 
tO state to the committee, that it appeared 
by this last quarte?’s estimates, that the 
number of Britis s¢amen” extedded 
126,000 men, and that this donsidéeratle 

incréase had taken’ placé within the 
fivé mionths. Ft might appear question, 
whi, if the nanrbers‘had by moré 
than 6000 the érdihary supply, therd 
should now be a further dématid for att 
additional 10,000. Whetf géutlemen came’ 
ito consider the variety of increased 
penditure in thd départiiefit. relative’ to 
marines, they might bé léd to think 
this difficulty sufficiently oBviate@s And. 
here he would fredly to staté 
his sentiments upon # subject that hud nof 


fit’ of that house, provided’ it was not’ 
éiiched in offensive languagés ‘The 
aige'of this petition seemed not to’ be of 
at description, for the petitioners hatibly 
submitted that the apprehended’ proceed-| 
ing would’ be subversive of the rights of 
electors. They should not construe 
technically the letter the petition.— 
The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
EstimATeEs.] On the motion of 
Mr. ‘T. Grenville, the house went into a 
committee of supply upon the Navy Esti- 
tates for the current year. 
Mr. Grenville rose, in pursuatice of 
His motion, to riove for a vote of 10,000 
seatiieti, in addition to the 120,000 already 
granted. In moving a resolution to that 
effect, félt it necessary to make sotie 
observation in refetencé to a charge of sup- 
posed neglect that had come from the 
* other sid’ of the house, upon the ground 
of thé necessity of this additional supply 
not having’ been foreseen, when’ the late 
grant’ was made, for’ that nothing ‘possibly 
could’ have’ occurréd’ since the’ late de- 
mand was complied with to justify a sub- 
sequetit’ déniand’ for ati additional vote of 
séaiien. Tt would be found, however, 
upon’ exaimihatidt; that his condict’ had 
been, in this instithée, strictly regular, and 
grounds 
proceeding; the accounts eyding‘ the 
Vou. VII. 


of 


beet as yet, in’ hi¥ opinion, satisfactori 

propounded. He’ alluded to the presei 

mode of submittitig to the house thie naval 
supplies, and contended that, according 
to that’ niode, it was itipossible that. 
members could be put in possession of alf 
the information that was indispénsably 
céssary to their forming'a rigtit judgment 
upon the estimates’ required; the niodé of 
proceedifg hitherto adopted seemed to be 
grourdéa upon a scale’ of arithmeti¢al reas 
soning, which could not be'brougtit to ap= 
ply; at’ present’ the allowarce for the 


| 120,000 voted was at the rate’of 7/. per 


man; before the session of 1797, it was 
bat 4/. pér man; and until the allowance was 
increased, the naval debt was progressively 
iticreasing' to a’ most inconvenient dispro- 
portion. As he thought that gentlemen 
should be possessed of the most’ minute 
details, he’ took this apportunity of acs 
quainting’ the committee that he had in 
contemplation so to arrange the statement 
of'the naval‘ estimate in future, (should he 
have the honour of again submitting the 
estimates to any future committee) as to 
render them clear and intelligible to every 
gentleman who might be anxious to ex- 
amine them minutely ; he was at the same 
time aware that there were estimates of a 
nature that made it impossible. to give 
such in detail—as, for instance, allithose 


arising’ from the unforeseen damages, los- 
2M ‘ 


> ; 
‘ 
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- ses, and accidents, to which the sea ser- 
vice was so peculiarly liable. Gentlemen 
_ Must see that in cases of such uncertainty, 
there could be no room for calculation, 
even of.a general kind, much less of an 
exact detail of the minute expences. He 
felt confident in saying, that where it was 
admissible, the plan in contemplation 
would be found to be eminently qualified 
for removing all the many difficulties that 
had hitherto precluded gentlemen the ne- 
cessary information, and he spoke with 
more confidence in its praise, because the 
Jabour had not been his own. To give 
gentlemen a clearer idea of the advanta- 
- ges expected to result from the proposed 
plan of statement, he should trouble them 
with an enumeration of the distinct heads 
under which the. different articles of de- 
tail should be arranged. The first should 
be a reference to wages to oflicers; 2d, 
seamen; 3d, marines; 4th, and 5th, pilo- 
tage and wages; Oth, wear and tear, 
which would be found to be .a most im- 
portantand comprehensive head of expence; 
7th, pensions; 8th, salaries to the admi- 
ralties, &c. 5 9th, workmen in yards, &c. ; 
30th, rebuilding ships in merchants’ yards 
by contract; 11th, hired armed ships; 
32th, the most difficult branch of all others 
to detail, purchase of stores to replenish 
his majesty’s magazines, an article in itself 
requiring no Jess a sum than 3,600,000/. ; 
the 13th head he should entitle. bills of 
exchange; 14th, incidental expences ; and 
‘15th and last, the victualling board. Un- 
der the above 15 heads, it was proposed 
that every minutia of charge should be 
fully detailed, each classed under its re- 
spective article, so that any geutlemah an- 
_xious for minute examination, would have) 
only to turn to the index, that would refer 
him at the instant to the point upon which 
he wished for information. As a proof of 
the necessity of such an arrangement, he 
would beg leave to mention ove instance, 
that of the navy estimates, including a 
charge of 600,000/, for the victualling 
bills forthe army in garrisons. abroad, 
This surely was going beyond the naval 
department, and consequently introducing 
‘much confusion in the public accounts. 
The last estimate he had to submit to the 
committee, was six months’ salary due to 
the commissioners of naval revision. 'Phis 
commission would have expired in Becem- 
ber last, but as-the gentlemien compdsing 
it bad applied to-him for further time, spe- 
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that an abrupt stop to their labours hi. 


therto should not now defeat the result of , 
them; to such an application the hon, 

member said, that he thought it his duty. 
to concede, though at the same time he 
must say, much as he individually respecs, 
ted the talents and experience of the gens, 
tlemen composing this commission, still, 
he thoaght the commission inconvenient in, 
its operation, and not the most infallible, 


in some of its suggestions. While the - 


same person was at the head of the admi-«, 


ralty, and this commission, no @uch incon-, . 


venience was to be dreaded. He could, 
not approve of the report, that considered 
general Feiasisounna of pay, as connecs, 
ted with the pay of all officers whatever, 
or that recommended increase of pay to. 
the officers in the dock-yards. . The right 
hon. gent. then concluded with moving, 
his first resolution—* That it is the opinion, 
of this committee that 10,000 additional 


seamen be raised for the service of the, . 


year 1807, including 2,400 royal marines,” 
“Mr. Johnstone thought the right hon, 
gent. certainly satisfactory in the clear and, 


comprehensive view he took of his propo- . 


sed improvement in the way of presenting, 
the navy estimates for the future to that 
house. 
gentleman equally -satisfactory in explain- 
ing why this additional grant of seamen 
had not been moved for when the 120,000 
men were voted. He could not reconcile 
it to his mind that it was. satisfactory to 
hear that the first lord of the admiralty did 
not know upon the 30th of September the 
number of seamen in the service. He 
was, however, glad to hear this promise of 
detail, and hoped it would be extended to 
articles of expenditure, as well as of sup- 
ply; he hoped,that the estimates might be 
printed, and did not see why (if the mea- 


acceded to them the indulgence of six 
months’ grace. 
Mr. Rose maintained that there was no- 
thing cither new or difficult in the way of 
making up the estimates as proposed by 
the right hon. member, He had it within: 
his knowledge that it might be effectedwith- 
in a few days labour, 
Mr. Perceval thought it no ground for 
not continuing the commission of review, 
to say that its suggestions were not appro- 
ved of by his majesty’s ministers, because 
nothing was more possible than that that 
commission might suggest measures as 


cifying that it would be of re 
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He, however, did not think the . 


sures suggested by the commission of revi- 
sion were censurable) the right hon. gent, 
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wise as his majesty’s ministers could do. 
Lord H. Petty said, that the commission 
of revision had never been recommended 
‘by the commissioners of nava! enquiry. 
He thought, however, his right hon. friend 
right in not putting an abrupt close to the 
sega of the commission, particular- 
ly as it had been stated that the said pro- 
ceedings would be brought to their desired 
issue within six months. With respect to 
what had fallen from a Tight hon. gent. 
opposite (Mr. Rose), as to the facility of 
stating the accounts in the form proposed, 
he begged leave to ask why the gentleman 
himself had not before adopted a method 
go easy and so desireable? 
* Admiral Markham said, that when he ap- 
lied upon q former occasion for the ac- 
counts of repairs done in ship-merchants’ 
yards, the answer he received from gentle- 
men then in power was, that it was a thing 
impossible to be effected, 
Perceval. denied that he had said 
that the commissioners of review had been 
yecommended by the naval enquiry com- 
missioners, 
’ Mr. Rose, to prove the justice of his al- 
Jegations, was willing to lay before the 
house a minute statement of all the char- 
ges for the last 8 or 10 years he was in 
office, 
’ Mr. T. Grenville asked, if it was fair or 
eonsistent, in the same instant, to censure 
him for laying the accounts before the com- 
mittee in the usual way, and when he pro- 
sed a fuller and more satisfactory way 
. of doing the same, to charge him with 
neglect, because he had not sooner made 
the discovery. As to granting a longer 
existence to the commissioners, he did not 
feel that it involved him in dilemma: the 
commissioners. required time to wind up 
_ their labour, and he should have thought 
it a waste of all the former time and ex- 
pence, if they were not continued the six 
months longer. 
__ Mr. Rose read at the table a detailed ac- 
- count of the items of charge for foreign 
and home stores, &c. from the 12th of 
‘March, 1798 ; and contended from it, that 
he had already done that which was now 
to be called a new discovery. 
Mr.'T'. Grenville was astonished at the 
suspicion which seemed te be entertained 
by the gentlemen on the other side, that 
because he wished to have the accounts of 
the navy laid before parliament in a more 
detailed. and intelligible shape than they 


"had hitherto been, he therefore meant any 
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reflection upon those who had preceded 
him in office. He could assure gentlemen 
that he had no intention whetever to act 
with any such hostility. The right hon. 
gentleman who had just sat down had sta- 
ted, that such accounts as he desired for 
the information of parliament, were made 
out in the offices for several years back, 


and had gone out of the house to produce ~ 


a paper to shew that; but all that he could 
say to that was, thathe could never find such 
accounts in any of theoffices. The old and 
ordinary mode of making out the accounts 
was a]] that he could discover, and that he 
wished toamend. And surely that wish which 
it appeared was in direct consonance with 


that which the right hon. gent. alleged to 


have been the practice, in a way that did 
not officially appear, could not be. deemed 


any reproach either upon himself or his — 


predecessors, by whom the right hon. 


gent. ascertained that wish was entertained — 


and acted upon. 

Mr, Rose disclaimed the suspicions im- 
puted to him. The right hon. gent. was 
not among those whom he supposed ca- 
pable of censuring the conduct. of his 
right hon, friend, All he meant to say 
with respect to the accounts referred to, 
was this, that his late right hon. friend 


been in. the habit, for several years, of 


obtaining similar accounts from the office 
of the comptroller of the navy. 

Mr. Vaasittart declared that he had ne- 
ver seen such an account in the treasury, 
aid maintained that such an- account as 
that alluded to by his right hon. friend, 
was continually necessary, in order to ena- 
ble ministers to make out correct esti- 


‘mates, and also to render to parliament 


a correct account of the public expendi- 
ture. - 
Sit KH Newport took occasion to com- 
plain of the conduct of public officers in 
not leaving in their offices any official docu= 
ments which might be communicated to 
them. He was sorry to say that this con- 
duct was particularly remarkable in the 
office which he had the honour to occupy, 
as upon his accession to it he did not find 
a siugle paper relative to previous official 
proceedings, at least on this side of the 
channel. Papers which contained. any 
official information, and which were com- 
municated for public purposes, ought, as 
appeared to him, to be inno case reme- 
ved from the proper offices, as they belonged 
not to the persons who might occupy any 
partie@lar office, but to the public. 
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Mr. Rose stated, thatthe paper he had 
was his owh property, as it was a case for 
which he himself paid, and that the origi- 

al ought to be in the treasury. tee 

Mr. Ruthven asked where the original 
what. office, and what depomina- 
tion | 
“Mr. Rose did not know what particular 

lace, 4s he was not Keeper of the papers. 
The motion for the grant of 10,000 men 
as agreed to, as were the following mo- 
ons: 240,5002. for wages for ditto, for 
$ months ; 247,000/. for victualling, &c. ; 
90,000/. for wear and tear of ships; 
$2,500/. for ordnance; 1,135,434/. for the 
Ordinaries of the navy; 2,134,903/, for 

uilding ships in merchants’ yards, and. 

ther extra expences; 1,500,000/. for the 
‘bire of transports ; 300,000/. for sick and 
wounded seamen ; 500,000/. for prisoners 
of war. 

“Mr. Vansittart moved the following 
sums for miscellaneous service 6,853. 
for the superintendance of aliens ; 12,0004. 
for defraying the expences of the public 
Office in Bow Street; 51,350/. for con- 
victs at home; 15,000/, for contingencies 
in the offices of the three secretaries of 

state; 12,000/. for messengers for the 

secretaries’ offices, &c.; 175,000/. for fo- 
reign and secret service money; 20,000/. 
for law charges ; 3,000/. for the expence 
of prosecuting those concerned in the for- 
gery of coin, &c.; 11,600/. for sheriffs of 

ounties to defray the extra expence incur- 
red in the conviction of felons, &c.; 
440,199/. for the relief of French, Dutth, 
and Corsican coin, and also of Ame- 
rican loyalists; 3,432/. 13s. 6d, to pay 
the” balance advanced for ditto in 1806 ; 
1,336/. for the relief of poor dissentin 
ministers, and French refugees; 1,828/. 
for the use of a certain class of ministers ; 


_ 1,934, for stationery, &c. to the court of 


exchequer, &c.; 5,210/. for the salaries 
ahd other expences of certain offices con- 
nected with hoth houses of parliament ; 


89,7601. to defray the expence of certain 


improvements that have been made, and 
are still to be made in the buildings of both 
houses of parliament; 11,800/.'to make 

ood the vote of last session for defraying 

1e expence of certain additions to the 
houses of and alte to that of the 
speaker ; 4,993/. for paying the expence of 
shititary roads in North Britain The se- 


‘veral motions were agreed to, the house 


resumed, and the report was ordered to be 


‘prought up on Monday. 


Estrmatis.] Mr, HObhouse 


‘ 


PARK DEBATES, Jgnvany 23, 


brought up the report of the Army Esti, 

mates. Upon the first resolution being 

read 
Sir James Pulteney rose. He said, tha} 


should confine himself to a very few ob. 
servations, As to the new military sy 
tem being productive of an immediate Supy 
ply for the army, it was now proved that 
it had not had that effect; and althou 

the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) might 
not have been very sanguine asto the num- 
ber that it might raise, yet it must be sup. 
posed that the advocates of the system did 
expect that it would at least produce some 
increase ; whereas, on the contrary, it ap. 
peared by the estimates that it had occa. 
sioned a diminution. In order to make 
room for this system, which had only pro. 
duced 5000 men ina year, we had repealed 
a former system which had produced 15,000, 
However his majesty’s ministers might 
hope that this measure would ultimately 
be beneficial, he must ask them, did not 
they consider that some supply. was neces- 
sary for the army in the present year, ang 
whether any of their measures had a ten- 
dency to procure that supply? The hon, 
secretary at war had contented himself 
with saying, no bad effects have been yet 
felt from this measure ; he thought, howe. 
ver, that he should have gone a little far- 
ther, and shewed that some good effects 
had been produced by it. As to the train- 
ing bill, it was a measure he extremely 
wished to be carried into effect. If ever 
there was a moment in which the measure 
was necessary, it was no less necessary at 
the present moment. The danger was not 
to be despised because it was somewh 

distant ; but, on the contrary, we shoul 
take that opportunity of being fully prepa- 


bill ever was a good one, ‘it ought now to 
be carried into effect ; but if, in the opi- 
nion of parliament, it was-a bad bill, it 
ought to be repealed. As to the volun- 


lord that they were as numerous now as at 
any former time, yet it was notorious that 
there was by no means the same attends 
ance at drills and musters that there was 
formerly, and that consequently the force 
could not be so effective. 


would be much more convenient to agree to 
the adjournment proposed by the hoe 
nember (Mr. Rose), though it certainly 


does nat come with the best grace from 


considering the lateness of the hour, he. 


red to meet it when it shouldcome, If the: 


teers, although it had been said by a noble * 


Sir John Doyle rose and addressed the 
house as follows.—-Sir; I admit that it 
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is side of the hoyse [the general spoke 
pad the opposition bench), for, in their long 
calcnlations, the to caleplate tine. 
(A lapgh,) Before 1 observe upon what 
s fallen in the course of this discussion, 
wish, sir, t9 account for my addressing 
you from this side of. the house, differing 
go materially as I do upon this spbject. 
from the gentlemen who. usually sit here. 
I haye not, in truth, come into their camp 
spy the nakedness pf the land ; but speak 
fon this side for reasons, perhaps, gimi- 
to those of some of my neighhours ; 
because we cannot get good places at 
he otber side. (This created a general 
urst of, laughter throughout the house. 
} perfectly concur with my hpn. frien 
’ who spake last (sir James Pulteney), that 
we ought to have an augmented, a well- 
organised, and well-disciplined army.; that 
we should allow no relaxation of our efforts 
to obtain that desirable object; because | 
feel that the perils which call for that army 
are by no means abated; that although 
danger is at 4 distance, it is not at an end. 
ut yet I differ most materially from my 
hon. friend.as to. the means of providing 
the army we require. I differ from him, 
particularly, as to his opinion respecting 
the Additional Force act. That act ap- 
ears to me to have dove almostevery thing 
what it professed to hayein view. .When 
jt was active, it was mischievous; when it 
was inactive only, it was tolerable. After 
18 months trial, it was found defective, 
but then ministers were just going to mend 
it. This puts me in mind of one of gur 
poets, who was very deformed, and who 
was in the habit of exclaiming, “‘ God mend 
me !” and having once uttered it before a 
country clown—‘‘ mend thee!” quoth 
Hodge, ‘it would be easier to make a do- 
zen new ones, than mend such an ill-for- 
med one ag thou art.” So it may be said of 
this act. (A laugh.) The time they propo- 
sed for the amendment, reminds me of the 
tory of a certain priest’s maid, who, when 
found fault with for having omitted:to do 
any thing, her constant reply was, “ I was 
it going to do it,” The priest, to try haw 
she would carry her excuses, asked her, 


’ why she had not washed bis books and pa- 


pers? “Lord, sir,” replied she, “ wasjust 
going to do. it.” (A loud langh,) In this 
they (the late ministers); seemed to have 
resembled duke Wharton’s. puppies, who 
never. opened their eyes till they were. 
in the act of drowning. The Pagish bill 
_ was to aid the ordivary recruiting; byt in 
this it followed: the Kyench example, and 
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an by cutting off the cesourees af its new 

ally; whereas the “plan of the right hop, 
secretary is calculated to produce @ 
regular income, without sacking the tenap» 
try. Jt appears, from statement of the 
noble lord. (Howick), that since it has bes 
gun to operate, it bas produced more met 
for a similar period, than the Parish 
and ordinary recruiting put together, even . 
without inclyding the enlistments at head 

yarters, and the desertions considerably 

iminished ; and bere I must say, that the 
right hon. secretary has not treated hig 
measure so well ag the measure has treated 
him, by having lost.so much time ip carrye 
ingit into effect. 1 will not follow the nor 
ble lord (Castlereagh) in his infinite series 


of diverging calculation, which, rapidly acy 


cumulating in its progress, was to pvety — 
whelm the country with the expence of 
providing for its brave and worn-out defenr 
ders, A calculation .that would deprive 
the veteran of a chance of spending, in calm 
repose, the evening of that day. he had de- 
dicated to the service of his country, aud 
bring “ his grey hairs with sorrow to 
grave.” A calculation which stogped to 
visit the truckle-bed of infirmity, in 
sea aud Kilmainham hospitals, A calcular 
tion which but data to 
stand upop ; thereby following mode 
of demonstration gscrived by Mr. Locke 
to a.certain class. of unhappy people, who 
always reason right from wrong principles. - 
(A laugh.)—I am_ perfectly willing to pay 
every tribute to the eloquence.af the noble 


lord, and bis right hon, friend. 1 canpot, 


however, but deeply lament, that it should, — 
at such a moment, be employed.in obstruce 
ting that ynanimity so essential to the inr 
terests of the country, and which.gentlemen - 
themselves .profess to have..so much at 
heart; for, surely, there never wag a pe 
riod jn the annals of our history, whep 
unanimity was, so, imperiously demanded; 
for a natien, no more than a house, divided 
against itself, can long stand. But IJ am 
not so romantic as to suppose. that: politir 
cal hostility shall be fox ever byried in 
livion. I had only hoped it would baye 
been allowed to sleep, till the great object 
of natiqnal security, was. perfect aud. 
plete, | am aware, sir, that in a free 
country like this, an apposition is a wholer 
some. check upon ministers; if so, the. 
greater the talents in opposition, the more. 
effectual the check, Now, 3s every map 
must adayit the present opposition to 

s great, talents, it follows, as a natu 


sess 
corollary, that, the longer the present gen: 
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their country. (A laugh.) But, to give them 


which I am the more surprised at, after the 


- hold the character of the country in ‘that 
_ transaction. The proposition originated 


Yeign ministers to'treat,while his probity 


°§39) 
-tlemen remain jn ‘that state, the better for 


greater weight, I would humbly recom- 
mend’ they should adopt the words, as 
they have done the arguments, of M. Tal. 
leyrand, atid make them serve as a proe- 
-mium to theirspeeches against the treasu- 

bench—“ ‘nous ne ‘vous demandons 
rien ;” in plain English, “we seek for no- 
thing that you possess.” (A laugh.) The 
noble lord alluded to the negociation, 


unanimous vote of the house, approving of 
the measures that had been taken to up- 


with France—the negociation commenced 
under auspices’ the most propitious. At 
the head of the foreign department was 
that minister (Mr. Fox) whose loss the 
nation’ so justly deplores—a man who, 
amid the endowments of a mighty mind, 
‘was peculiarly gifted with those qualities 
which fitted him for negociation in difficult 
times. To avast, comprehensive, ‘and 
cultivated understanding, he joined the 
most intimate knowledge of the various 
interests of Europe, a suavity of manner, 
and ‘a spirit of conciliation, engaged fo- 


and known honour insured the confidence 
of their masters, Devoid of guile, he had 
nothing equivocal in his conduct—nothing 
ambiguous in ‘his language. He moved 
straight Onward to his object, without 
turning aside“into ‘the winding ways of 
crooked poli¢y or left-handed wisdom. 
‘There was nothing counterfeit in bin— 
his -affability flowed from the heart—his 
natural greatness required not the aid of 
‘assumed arrogance to give him cunsequence; 
he was too great to be haughty, too wise 
to be cunning. He was one of the few 
statesmen who knew the value of that 
adage, which, though homely, is true in 
politics as in morals, that “‘ honesty is the 
best policy.” ‘Far be it from me ‘to at- 
tempt his praise’; it would require powers 
figantic as his own to do him justice, 
ere he living, I should besilent. I never 
received favours at his hand. I leave it 
‘to those who ‘have, to treat his memory 
lightly.’ I speak of-him, as a man who 
loves his country must do, whilst deplo- 
fing its briglitest ornament. (Hear ! hear !) 
if Mr. F ox were qualified for negociation 
in ‘general, ‘circumstances rendered him 
peculiarly 'so for that’ with’ France. “His 
character stood high on -the ‘continent, as 
at home; and ‘a former acquaintance with | 
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the prime minister of France, gave a faci. 
lity in his case, that would not have applied 
to other ministers, however capable. ‘Thas 
commenced the negociation ; in its whole 
progress, it was conducted, on the part of 
England, in the true spirit of peace, and 
with a sincerity which has always charac- 
terized this country. ‘Its rupture was oe- 
casioned by the duplicity of a government, 
whose fidelity to its engagements is mea- 


‘sured by no other standard than that of 


its own immediate interest. If gentlemen 
were serious in their professions of unanis 
mity, here was a favourable opportunity to 
display it; for it was nota question of 
party, but one between France and En 
gland, to be tried at the tribunal of the 
nations of the world ; and it was essential 
to the character of the country, that 
its good faith should stand contrasted to 
public view, with the chicane and sub- 
tilty ef its wily opponent. Whatever dif 
ferences of opinion may prevail in this 
house, upon the various topics generally 
brought before it, there are two points 
upon which I cannot anticipate much di+ 
versity of sentiment; the one, the if- 
creased danger to which this country is 
exposed by recent events upon the conti- 
nent; the other, the necessity of meeting 
that danger with the spirit and energy 
befitting a brave people, determined fo be 
free. With respect to the danger, I believe 
there are few sceptics ; but least of all can 
they be found in the ranks of those who 


composed the late administration ; for if — 


the alarm they spread throughout the land, 
was then well founded, in what a multiplied 
ratio is the danger now increased? But if 
any man doubt of the danger, let him look: 
at the extent of coast from the Adriatic ta 
the Baltic ; the immense pupulation ; the 
numerous well-disciplined and well-com- 
manded armies ; and let him consider, that 
all these resources are at the uncontrolled 
disposal of that man who has sworn upon 
his altars eternal hatred to Britain, But I 
learn, that an idea prevails, that this coun- 
try is secure as long as she preserves hersu- 
periority at’sea, No opinion more natu- 
ral to be formed; no opinion more dange- 
rous to be relied on, If this were true, 
then indeed might every man in the nation 
lay his head upon his pillow in perfect se- 
curity. Itis impossible to value more, 
highly, or to feel more proudly than I do, 
the brilliant achievements of our gallant 
tars. I know, that when the fleets of 
France aré met by those of England, vic- 
toryds no “longer doubtful; and that the 
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only question now asked by a British. com- 
mander.is, not, what is, the force, but, 
where is the enemy ?—But knowing all this, 
] also know that the sea is wide, and that 
the elements are fickle: and ministers. 
must be. endowed with supernatural pow-. 
ers; they must ‘ ride inthe whirlwind, 
and direct the storm ;” they must be able 
to tell the sea, “ Thus far shalt thou go, 
and no farther; here shall thy proud 
waves be stayed,” All this they must 
do, before I can trust the safety of my 
country merely to its superiority at sea. 
It is true, the ports of the enemy are 
blockaded ; and, as it is affectedly expres- 
sed, their fleets are hermetically sealed up. 
As long as this blockade continues, and 
the seals remain unbroken, the country may 
be safe; but the same gale that forces our 
fleets to. seek shelter in their own ports, 
gives free egress to those of the enemy to 
escape from theirs. What has been, may 
be; none. can forget that the expedition 
under Hoche was prevented from landing 
in Ireland, solely by the interposition of a 
providential hurricane. Now, as I have 


not learned that. ministers have laid in a 


stock of spare hurricanes, or that they have 
entered into any commercial treaty with 
the old ladies at Lapland, who are said to 
traflick in this article; I cannot: conclude 
the country safe, merely because it is supe- 
rior at sea. Butin stating the danger, | 
trust none will imagine that I mean tocreate 
dismay or despondency. 1 know that if 
the danger is great, the spirit and resour- 
ces of the nation are equal to meetit; but 
I wish to alarm to vigilance, to excite to 
caution, and to rouse into action, the 
energies of the country, for the salvationof 
the country. But above all things, I am an- 
xious that we should not slumber under 
the shade of false security, ‘‘ lest in tbat 
sleep we meet death.”—Having shewn 
that government has not been able to re- 
store the blessings of peace, and that the 
continuation of the war is inevitable; ha- 


Ving stated the danger as it appears to 


me, aud having pointed out the fallacy of 
relying solely upon our nayal strength, 
splendid as its renown is, I now come to the 
other arm of our national force, so essen- 
tial in either of the supposed cases. The 
excellence of our present army is acknow- 
ledged by every man in the nation, and it 
lives in the recollection of the enemies of 
Our .country: we are inferior to the 
enemy in numerical force alone. But 
to return to thé plan of the right hon. 
Secretary. It has been remarked, that 
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this measure. of limiting, the*.term .of, 
service, would have. no, effect upon the. 
minds of soldiers, or those likely to become ... 
so, Now, I have. in, my hand, sir, two. 
papers that will shew the futility of an ob- 
servation so opposite to.comnmon reason... 
The one is the return of a battalion of re-.. 
served. men, in which, for the six months. 
previous to the new measure, 147 men en-, 
gaged for general service, while 334 enga-- 
ged.in the six months subsequent to his, 
measure. The.other isa still stronger case ; , 
for seven months prior to this change, only. 
one man, out of a battalion of 400 men, 
extended his services; but in the month 
when the right hon. secretary’s plan was 
explained to the battalion, 264. immedi-. 
ately turned out; thus polling, asit were. 
by acclamation, for his measure. (Hear!. 
hear!) These were good men, fit to be sol-. 
diers, capable of a military life, and not 
such as were received into the army, under - 
the Parish bill; for the recruits obtained 
under the right hon. secretary’s measure — 
are not only superior in quantity, but bet-, 
ter in quality, than those furnished by that 
notable bill. There has been a great dif- 
ference in the desertions also, a right 
hon. gent. has observed, But perhaps it . 
is not quite correct to set down as desert- 
ers all those who received bounty under 
the Parish bill, and were never heard of. 
more—for such fellows never joined, or 
meant to join any corps, and therefore 
could nat strictly be called deserters, but 
robbers; aud | am not sure, that it would 
be quite incorrect, to consider those as 
complices who held out such temptations 
to them. A great part of those, whom 
this bill collected, were, infact, unfit for 
service; even. where. they were honest 
enough to shew a disposition to serve. 
How many of them have I seen, each bring. 
a wife and six children! The old. adage 
says, that it requires 9 tailors to makeva 
man ; but 19.of the fellows I have alluded 
to, would not make asoldier. They were 
really for the most, part such as Falstaff 
would be ashamed to march through Co- 
veatry. You.would in fact imagine that 
they were raised by a general gaol delivery 
of the nation, and a discharge of all the pa- 
rish, workbouses, It was, in, short, taking 
a heavy load. off the parishes, and trans 
ferring it to the army., .The force which 
is entitled to our confidence, must bave the 
habit, the shape, the character, the soul of 
an army. I lay it. dowa as a praposition, 
incontrovertible .as any theorem in Eu. 


clid, that. whatever weapon the enemy ue- 
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if heean, with régoler di 
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sails you with, he must be met by die 
equal efficiency. If thé were to it 
vade you with the trained bands of Paris, I 
should be ‘cofitent to’ méet hich with thé 
trained binds of London, But he will 


aftiy, itiftated om the one hatid by récent 
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Beste, ity 
the species’ of fordé, int which we aré the 
inost defi¢ient and which is péculiarly aps 

licable to: an inclosed country. But pet. 

aps F ought to apologise for speaking 
thosé who’ ate military, sped’ most 


lightly of that meritorious Body. | to‘Havé some kiiow 


vietories on the continent, dnd ittipeted leartedly: 
on the other by the prospective’ phatider of | ses, tier seek to' know the practice as welf 
this coutitry; he te mief by a regular jas theory of sabject; before they 
‘disciplined atiny, prepared toconquer ur to] tureé'to advise upon it, at least is but 
“But by this-allusion, althougli | tural that others should etiquite, whethe 
‘tarally: induces 4 reference tothe’ | they hae tliat knowledge, before their ad. 
teers; F would by nomeans be undérstodd'| vice istaken. We generally’ conchae ten’ 


Fadmired, as‘ much as‘any man, that bril-’ 
lranit effusion of national spirit and valour, | don’t sed our watch to bé mefided! by 
which burst forth so'nobly in the of|shoémeker; utiless, indeed, we inverted: 
danger ; and, T Have no dowbt; that the'|Horate’s rule of “ sapiens est suto? 


rit. Other dw 


mre 


ledge of their owti prow 
fedsionr in thé ordinaty doricerns of life. We 


which was adjutant; F immediately | forgetting objects’ of its’ 


stature of the-cotntry. 


mazfestation of that spirit madéa'very pow- 
erful impression'on the enemy. It is not, 


However, meonsistent the respect and 


regard whith I dlways'entertained for those’ 
gallant meh, to express’ my disdpprobation 


of the'system under which they were 


ginally organived and trained. <A great 
deal of unnecessaty instruction and inap+ 
| propriate discipline was, at the outset, at- 
tenipted' te be commiaricated to them. It 
did happen’ to'ttie iti America to meet with 
@ circumstance from’ which F derived miucl 


wgefol information on this head. About 


150 -récruits were setit out to the’ regiment 


proceeded fo have'them taught, secunditm 
artem, eyes to tiie'right, toes out,&c. But 
twas interrupted in my course by the ma- 
jor, who’ was serisible, intelfigent 
man, and who tolt! me, that‘ I began at 
the wrong end.” “I agcordingly changed 
‘miy course, and taught my nien to manage 
the firelock. ‘Thisi was the’ major’s advice, 
who thought it most necessary, particularly 
time -pressed, that the’ meni: should 
leatn to fire at the atid this'proved 
to’ be wise; for’ ii three weeks after they 


arrived, these recruits‘had'to meet the’ene- 


Now ‘the~ volunteers’ ought! to ‘have 


so instructed, forthe invasiow by’ the 


enemy was altriost daily expected-at the 
that a kind of discipline was 
commencet!, ‘which they could’ not ‘learn 
for months, atid’ wiich was -unnevessary 


even’ if tHey could. “Phey” would’ be-ex« 
tremely useful’ as auxiliaries‘to our arnty, 


ifthe enemy landed, particularly from the 
and’ ther 
knowledge, were they nierely trained as 
light ‘troops’ in’ which case, the’ physical 


of all 


powers of the individual, aud lns-patriotic 


‘bat ever’ in’ that case, Wis forthier ditectiony 
observed, Ae sutor ultra’ 


dem:” (Veer! hear!) But wil not 
proceed fattier upon this topi¢ at present, 
#8 other opportunities will occur fordiscus! 
sing it. And tow sre implore geile 
mento recollect, that the eyes, not‘ornly of 
this’ country, but of Europe, and of tii! 
whole civilized world,” anxiously fixed 
the proceedings of the British se/ 
nate, as the last remiaining prop of expiring 
liberty. ‘Phe hopes and destitties' of Bus 
rope hang upon your decisiotis: ther lef it 
not be’ said, that the’ imperial patliuthent, 
dignified 
character, shali occwpy itself with the’ litde 
disputes of party polrties, cotitending how 
te get this man in, or to'get that man out 


of the’ government, itstéad: of 


all-its energies to keep out'the arch-enemy 
of all legitimate’ governments. We 


etigaved in no ordinary warfare: we cond 


tend with rio conifion enemy, unless, in. 
deed,:the common’ enemyof mankind. Heé 
Has'sworn vengeancé. sins are of a 
nature he catnot forgive. You are’ loyal, 
content, and free; you aggravate’ thesé 
crimes, you resolve td continue'free. Your 
punishment would’ be extirpation. He 


not for conquest orily, neither would 
‘pillage’ satiate His‘ wrath. 


Desolation and 
déstraction ate his’ objects;—the Delenda 
Cavtingohe applies'to-you. The'existence 
you hold dear is 
liberty, life. Be but’ unatiimous——banish 
party’ dissentions, let every hand and’ heart 
be ‘joitied inthe’ common cause. Be but 


vigilant—let him advatice—he'will Be met 
by free men, deterniived to‘lose their liber 
(Loud! cries of 


ties-but with their lives. 
hear hear!) 
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ceeded to enter into’an examination of the’ 
estimates, contending that there was no’ 
proof whatever in them ‘of economy,’ and’ 
particularly noticing the item of contingen~ 


Mr. Johnstone contended, that the state- 
ments made on a former evening by the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) had hitherto re- 
mained unanswered.’ He congratulated, 
however, the gentlemen on the other side, 
én the new discovery they had made re- 
specting the merits of the administration of 
a noble viscount (Sidmouth). After ha- 
ving, at a former period, heaped upon that 


cies, which was stated at 52,0002, Upon 
another point also he wished for some sa-' 
tisfactory information, which as, what 
were the nature of the duties executed by 
the muster-master general of Ireland, and 


-teprobition which their imagination could 


" getic of any for these three years past. As 


away the bounty of the country in pen- 


noble viscount as a minister every term of 


conceive, they had at length found out 
that his administration was the most ener- 


to the boasted measure of the right hon. 
ent. (Mr. Windbam) for recruiting the 
army, it must be evident that it had com- 
pletely failed. This appeared from the 
right hon. gentleman’s own statement. It 
could not be expected that it would produce 
any other result. Was it by frittering 


nies and twopences that an army was to 
be raised? Was it not rather by holding 
out splendid rewards, which, though only 
falling to the lot of a few, were induce- 
ments to the many, that an army was to be 
expected to becreated? Ministers how- 
ever, had not recurred to any thing of this 
nature, they had rather chosen to go on in 
the old way, and to grant promotions only 
to favour and to connections. What was 
to prevent them from recruiting from the 
militia? According to the right hon. gent.’s 
plan, the militia were to be reduced ‘to 
40,000 men; from the surplus number, 
therefore, the army might be strongly re- 
cruited. Yet, notwithstanding the ease 
with which this mode of recruiting might 
be resorted to, it had not been adopted. 
Why, the real reason he believed to be, 
because ministers were afraid of offending 
the militia colonels. This, of course, they 
could not state in that house, but this he 
believed to be the real reasom It had 
again been stated by a right hon. secretary 
of the treasury this evening, that he(Mr.J.) 

ad pledged ‘himself to make a motion re- 
specting the conduct of ministers relativeto 
their professions of economy. ‘He thought 
it necessary therefore again to deny, that 
he ‘had so pledged himself. At the same 
time, he conceived that ministers had acted 


wholly contrary to their’ professions of eco-| 


omy, and that ll they had done was to 
give salaries to themselves, and with re- 
spect to salary granted to one of them he 
did intend to make it a subject of discus- 
sion in that-house. The thon, gent. pro- 


why it was thought necessary for that office 


to be executed by two persons ? 


Mr. Rose expressed his regret at being 


obliged to detain the houseat so latean hour, 


but he feltit his duty to make a few observa- 


tions, in cotisequence of its having been as- 


serted by gentlemen on the other side, thatif 
these estimates had been brought forward by 
the late administration, the amount would 
have been 5 or 600,000/., greater than their 
present amount. He could not avoid; 
however, digressing from this subject, to 
notice two or three other points. © He had 


net, sir John Doyle, upon present and 

former statesmen, and was extremely sur- 

prised to hear him praise ministers for 
their conduct during the late negdéfation, 
a measure which, above all others, ‘ii his 
opinion, was calculated to hold them up to 
the contempt of the country. ‘The other 
point was the delay in sending reinforce« 
ments to Buenos Ayres. . It was admitted 
that ministers received intelligence of sir 
Home Popham’s expeditiou on the 24th of 
June, and yet no reinforcements were sent 
out till October. It fad béen alleged that 
there were no.transports: Wiy were there 
not? During the greater part of the ad 
ministration of bisright hon. friend, now no 
more, transports were coustantly: lys 
ing at Spithéad, sufficient for three thou- 
sand men, with victuallers ready to accom 

pany then. “It was not to be expected 
that transports were to be ready fora stay of 
four or five years, in any place to which 


were at the disposal of qninisters, sufficjent 
to enable them to strong reintorce- 


friend also constantly took care that there 
should be a brigade of three or four thous 
sand* men kept’ ready for ey emergency, 
Returning to the subject of the estimates, 
he found that the amount of them was ac- 
tually 475,000/. more than those of 1805, 


tion, that the late ministers would have 
made the estimates higher. With respect 
to the increased allowances in the Chelsea 


Vou, 


2N 


listened to the panegyric of the hon. baro- ~ 


nient to “that expedition, His right bon. 


they might be sent, but certainly transports — 


This was a sufficient answer to the asser 
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” officer, if they were delayed for the space 
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establishment, he would be the last man to| from the one place to the other at that time, 
object to an increase of the rewards grant-|the bearer must, without the convenience 
ed to those who had spent great part of|of stage coaches, have travelled between 3 
their lives in the service of their country,| and 4600 miles in the course of 72 days, 
but he dreaded the effect of these incrensed|and that over roads considerably worse 


allowances in a peace establishment, In 
the event of a peace, probably 50,000 men 
would be discharged, and, adding the in- 
creased allowances, an additional expence 
would accrue of 6 or 700,000/. 

Mr. H. Thornton thought the measure of 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) for 
recruiting the army, deserved the highest 
raise as a general and permanent system, 

bot he doubted its effect in providing for 
immediate defence. He approved highly 
of converting the service for life into a 
service for years. He approved also of the 
training bill, as tending to diffuse a mili- 
tary spirit throughout the country, but at 
the same time be thought it was calculated 
to do any thing rather than provide for im- 
mediate defence. The right hon. gent. had 
on former occasions given them the tone 
in calling for measures calculated to pro- 
cure an immediate supply for the army, 
and he must allow them to give him the 
tone again, in calling for measures of a si- 
milar nature. Much time was necessarily 
lost in preparing great measures, and in 
carrying them into execution, and he felt 
anxious for some measure that should in 
the mean while meet the immediate exi- 
gencies of the ange’ 
Mr. Jacob made a few observations rela- 
tive to the capture of Buenos Ayres, 
Among other things, he stated that a most 
able and intelligent officer, a gentleman 
who had been particularly noticed in the 
dispatches from that place, had informed 
him that nothing but the great prompti- 
tude of general Beresford, prevented the 
army from laying down their arms ; and 
that, if it were not that the most active 
and spirited exertions were made by that 


if two or three hours, the whole army 
‘must have met with inevitable destruction, 
An ateount of the recapture of that place 
iad been put into bis hands since he had 
come into the house ; but from a compa- 
Tison of the date of that communication, 
and the place it came from, with the date 
of the original capture, and the situation 
of the city itself, he found that it was im- 
that the fact could ‘then have ta- 
en place, and therefore could not suppose 
from that authority, that it had taken place 


than those of the Alps, or the very worst 

parts of the continent of Europe. 

Lord H. Petty corrected some appre- 

hensions which appeared to have prevailed 

among gentlemen on the opposite side of 

the house. It was stated, that the number 

of men raised according to the papers on 

the table, did not equal the amount of 

what his right hon. friends had stated in 

their speeches. It was to be recollected, 

however, the papers began the account 

from the month of March last, and, of 

course, they did not contain a year’s return. 

Now, if gentlemen would have the good- 

ness to wait until the month of March 

next, he was confident, from the result of 
the most minute quien which he had 

made in the best informed quarters, that 
by that time the numbers would even 

exceed those stated in the estimate of his 

right hon. friends ; the house had also the 

testimony of a gallant officer near him 
(general Doyle), that the measure of the 
tight hon. secretary was already the means 
of adding to the consideration and character 
of our army; then, when he considered 
that it was thought by the noble lord (Cas. 
tlereagh) and the other gentlemen on the 
opposite side of the house, to be a most 
grievous piece of expence, that some tri- 
fling addition should be given to the sol- 
dier who was disabled in the service of his 
country; when he reflected on this, he 
could not say that he envied the feelings 
of those noble and honourable members. 
Oh miserable thought to their minds, if 
some happy man should, after the faithful 
discharge of his duty to his king and coun- 
try, enjoy perhaps some 20/. a year! For 
his own part, he was anxious to reform 
abuses and diminish expences where the 
practices were known to be corrupt or the 
establishments useless; and he would 
challenge the gentlemen on the opposite 
side to contradict him when he stated to 
the house, that in the staff at home, there 
had been, within the last year, a saving of 
43,000/, and in the barrack department, 
notwithstanding there had been last year a 
retrenchment to the amount of 500,000/, 
there was in this year a further saving of 
50,000/. and in the commissariat depart- 
ment there were nine places less than in 


at all. To have carried the intelligence 


the preceding year. But to give grud: 
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ingly to the worn-out veteran was a thought 
which he could not bear; and he was of 
opinion, that bis right hon. frieud (Mr. 
Windham) was entitled to the thanks of 
the country for the act, not of generosity, 
put of humanity and justice, he must call 
it, which he bad done in their name to a 
most deserving set of men. The volun- 
teer corps had been mentioned on the 
other hand, with a view of reflecting on 
ministers for having made a saving in the 
expence of that establishment ; but, to the 
volunteers, he would give the credit that 
belonged to them, and say he knew that 
they were not tobe looked upen as a mer- 
cenary body ; he was well convinced that 
they would not look with a magnifying 
glass at every little saving that was made 
in the public expence attendant on their 
establishment. When he looked at the to- 
tal of the estimates, and heard gentlemen 
opposite say, ‘* Oh, but if you had let us 
stay in another year, you should have seen 
what vast savings we should have made !” 
it reminded him of what was said of a man, 
who wished to become celebrated for a wit : 
That his wit was very good, but that it 


was all borrowed from yesterday ; in speak- | 


ing of those gentlemen, he must reversethis 
observation, and say that all their clever- 
ness was borrowed from to-morrow.—Alter 
some further observations, the resolutions 
were read a second time and agreed to. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, January 26. 

Bark On the motion of 
lord Temple, that the Oak Bark bill be 
read a second time, 

Mr. W. Herbert said, he was sorry to 
Oppose any measure proposed by his no- 
ble friend, but could not agree to the bill 
in its present form. If the act of James I. 
was to be revised, he thought that all the 
penalties imposed by that statute should 
be repealed. It appeared to him to be an 
act of injustice to repeal the clause that 
was the object of this bill, and to leave the 
rest of the penalties imposed by that mea- 
sure in force. The repeal of the whole 
act was necessary to the comfort of the 
different classes of tradesmen, whose in- 
terests were concerned, and it would not 
be prejudicial to the public. He begged 
to sugyest to his noble friend the propriety 
of putting off the second reading of the bill, 
and of appointing in the mean time a«om- 
mittee to consider of the propriety of the 
revision, or repeal of the whole act.. 
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Mr. Wilberforce, from the letters which 
he had received from different parts of the’ 
country, could state, that the measure 
before the’ house, was one which had ex- 
cited a considerable and lively sensation 
in the country. He agreed in the su 
tion that had been so ably urged by the 
hon, gent., for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to consider of the act, before which 
all the parties interested might be fully: 
heard. 

Lord Temple wished to say a few words 
just to acquit himself of the charge of pre= 
cipitation in bringing forward this measure. 
The clause of the act which it was de- 
signed to repeal, had lain dormant, and had 
never been acted upon, till, in the course 
of last sessions, prosecutions had been in- 
stituted for the receiving of penalties in- 
curred under it. He had thought it ne- 
cessary in that instance to bring forward 
a bill to suspend these prosecutions, and 
had then given notice of his intention to 
produce the present measure to the house 
early in this session. But, whatever his 
feeling of the necessity of the measure 
might be, he was alive to the para- 
mount necessity of procuring every pos- 
sible help to enable the house to judge 
upon the question, and was therefore rea~ 
dy, with the permission of the house, to 
|put off the second reading of the bill to 
this day fortnight, under an understanding, 
that if the committee should not report in 
the intermediate time, the second reading 
should then be deferred to a more distant’ 
day. 

Mr. Rose thought that the committee 
could not report ina fortnight, nor, possibly, 
in two months, He was of opinion, that . 
the repeal ought to extend to a great part 
of the act of James, though not to the. 
whole of its provisions. 

Mr. Sheridan thought it would be a great 
hardship to tanners, if this clause were to 
be repealed, whilst the penalties under the: 
other provisions of the act were to be cone 
tinued. As the suspension act of last 
session was to be in force only till 40 days 
after the commencement of the present» 
session, he submitted to his noble friend _ 
whether it would not be better that the bill 
should go into a committee in order to 
prevent the renewal of the prosecutions on 
the expiration of the suspension bill. 

Mr. Corry bighly approved of the propos 
sal of the noble lord to put off the second 
reading of the bill, only from time to-time, 
and nat for any long period at once. He 
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was of opinion, that the committee might 
report ina short space of time, 

. Mr, Whitbread observed, that the mea- 
sure had excited great interest in the coun- 
try, and the manner in which his noble 
friend had conducted himself with respect 
to it, would prove satisfactory to the coun- 
try. He thought that the committee would 
be able to report in a short time, because 
the whole of the clauses of the old act 
were inapplicable to the present time ; and 
trusted tliat the second reading would not 
be deferred for any considerable time. 

_ Mr. Grattan was happy to find tbat the 
particular clause in the act of James was 
to be repealed, When the present bill had 
been brought forward, it had excited great 
alarm amongst the tanners of Dublin, who 
bad done him the honour to send a depu- 
tation to'him'on the subject. If this par- 
ticular clause were not to be repealed, it 
would be necessary to have some Irish tan- 
ners examined before the committee, which 
would require time.—The second reading 
of the bill was put off to Monday se’n- 
night. 
..[Coxpuct or Lorp Wetrestey.] Lord 
Folkestone,in submitting the motion of which 
he had given notice to the house, begged 
to state the reasons upon which he founded 
that motion. Certain proceedings . had 
heen instituted in the last parliament, 
founded on papers that had been laid be- 
fore the house, preparatory to the impeach- 
ment of marquis Wellesley ; which pro- 
ceedings had fallen to the ground by the 
dissolution of parliament. The gentleman 
who had .. instituted these proceedings, 
was not at present a member, though he 
was a petitioner to that house, with confi- 
dent hopes of being seated in it, The ob- 
ject of his motion was, that the papers re- 
lating to the Oude Charge should Le re- 
printed, and be. laid on the table of the 
house as early as possible, as considerable 
delay had taken place last session on this 
head. This would be a convenience to all 
parties.. ‘When sufficient time should be 
allowed for the consideration of the papers, 
after they should: be on the table, if the 
gentleman who had originally brought the 


subject before the house, should not be a. 


member, he should certainly bring forward 
» the, business himself. He thought it right, 


“‘Kowever, to state, that.he did not mean to] 


paish the question to an impeachment. 
Reserving himself to reply to any objec- 
tions that should be made to his motion, 
he moved, “ That the papers laid before the 
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house in the last session of the last parlia. 
ment numbered 3, with its six supplements, 


and also the papers numbered 4 and 5, be 
re-printed for the use cf the house.” 

Lord Howick said, that as ‘he no 
clearly understood that the noble lo 
moved for the papers, for the purpose o 
grounding some motion which he intende 
to bring before the house with all conve. 
nient expedition, he could have no cbjec. 
tion to the motion. It must be the desize 
of the house that the noble lord should 
persevere in the business he had underta- 
ken, He should, however, be glad that 
the noble lord would give the house some 
general idea of the line he meant to pursue 
upon the documents for which he moved, 
and inform the house whether he meant to 
bring forward any motion on the Mabrattd 
and Carnatic papers? 

Lord Folkestone thought it hardly fair to 
expect that he should, in this early stage 
of his proceeding, be called upon to state 
precisely the course which he might deem 
it adviseable to pursue. But yet he was 
willing to give all the information in his 
power, wishing it however to be unders 
stood, that he would net hold himself bound 
by what he might now say. His purpose 
was, as far as his mind was made up, to 
move a resolution or resolutions, ex prese 
sive of the opinion of the house as to the 
conduct of lord Wellesley relative to the 
nabob of Oude; but without moving for 
any impeachment or criminal proceeding. 
With respect to the other charges against 
that noble lord, he felt a difficulty in an- 
swering the question of the noble secretary 
of state, because he had devoted much 
less of his attention to them than to that 
to which his motion referred, As to the 
charge which related to the Carnatic, a 
right hon, gent. (Mr. Sheridan) stood 
pledged to support it, if taken up by any 
other person ;. and the opportunity of re. 
deeming his pledge would, he rather 
thought, be afforded him. Upon the sub- 
ject of the Mahratta papers, he was disposed 
to think that they unfulded some transac- 
tions which would form good ground for a 
charge. But upon this point he had forme 
ed no resolution, nor would he at present 
pledge himself to any other than the Oude. 
charge. 
* Sir John Anstruther thought it would be 
extremely satisfactory to the; house, if the 
nuble lord could answer more decidedly as 
to the course he meant. to pursue, should 
the papers be granted ; he also. wished ta. 
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know, how soon he proposed to make the 
tion that was to be grounded on thepro- 
Raion of these papers. 

Lord Folkestone found his difficulty in- 
cfeased instead of diminished, by his rea- 

diness to give the noble lord every expla- 
é pation that was in his power upon the sub- 
ject. All that he would pledge himself to 
was the Oude charge, and, he supposed, 
that, about a monthor 5 ‘weeks after the 
printing of the papers he should be ready 
to make his motion. ‘The Mabratta and 
Carnatic questions floated at present but 

oosely in his mind, and he was not 
prepared to say how he should act upon 
them. 

Sir John Anstruther declared himself to 
be perfectly satisfied with this explanation, 
and allowed that the noble lord had an- 
swered with great fairness and candour 
every thing which could be expected for 
him to answer. 

Mr. Whitshed Keene considered, that it 

was for the houour and dignity of the house 
that the proceedings of the last session 
should not now be dropped. 

Mr. Bankes wished for some further ex- 
planation. He considered the noble lord 
as acting _as a substitute for Mr. Paull. 
that gentlemun should succeed in his peti- 
tion, (how probable or desireable such an 
event would be he should not say), then 
the impeachment was not to go on ; should 
he fail, then there were only to be resolu- 
tions of the house. He should always dis- 
approve of impeachments for Iudian of- 
fences, seeing that there was a competent 
jurisdiction appointed to try them by the 
act of 17584. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that the motion had 
his approbation, and he hoped that the 
noble lord would not consider his having 
declined to notice the allusion which he 
had thought proper to make to him as the 
effect of any disrespectful inattention. The 

‘ noble lord, in announcing, his conditianal 
notice, had expressed his hopes, that the 
original mover of these papers would suc- 
ceed in his petition. ['* No,” said lord 

olkestone, ‘+ [ stated that such was the 
hope of Mr. Paull.”] Oh! that Mr. 
Paull had such hopes, (continued Mr. She-| 
ridan,) was extremely probable. He was, 
no doubt, @ very active canvasser and a 
sanguine politician; but he must excuse 
him (Mr. S.), if hedeclined to sympathize 
in his hopes. But, as to the noble lord, he 
announced his resolution to pursue a dif- 
ferent | course from: that followed. by his 


thon, friend Mr. Paull. 
he disapproved of his hon. friend’s mode of 


lf 
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Then, of course, 


proceeding. It was rather surprising that 
the noble lord did not, in the course of the 
last, or preceding sessions, advise his hon. 
friend to abandon that mode, It was not 
quite so friendly not to have given lima 
hint, But, a word or twoas to the pledgé 
to which the noble lord had alluded. If 
that noble lord had been present, lie might 
have heard him two or three times, state 
distinctly to the house, the reasons which 
had produced the delay he complained of, 
and also the grounds upon which he had 
brought forward this question. He, hows 
ever, utterly denied that he had ever fore 
feited the slightest pledge on this business, 
He defied any man even to catch him 
tripping. All that he ever said, and the 
grounds upon which he had acted, he was 
ready to repeat again and again, and upon 
that repetition he would confidently rest 
for the justification of hisconduct. When 
ever that-conduct was fairly represented 
and clearly understood, he would have no 
fear of censure. He was now prepated 
to declare, that if any other person, who- 
ever that person might be, should bring 
forward the Carnatic question, he would 
most distinctly pledge himself to give that 
person his most zealous, active and cordiak 
assistance ;.and to exert as much of his 
humble ability-in support of the motion, 
as if it had been actually brought forward 
by himself. 

. Lord Folkestone replied, that he would 
not enter into a controversy with the right 
hon. gent. upon the subject of his former 
pledges. But he recollected very accu- 
rately that the right hon. gent. did pro- 
mise to bririg this question of the Carnatic 
before the house. As to the grounds up« 
on which he had been induced to abandon 
that question, he really was not apprized 
of them. He had heard something of the _ 
right hon. gent.’s unwillingness: to excite 
unpleasant sensations among his colleagues 
in office—that is, in plain English, that he 
was not willing to lose hisplace. The nio- 
ble lord was, however; glad to hear the 
right hon.-gent.’s fresh. pledge this even« 
ing: for his strenuous and sincere assist- 
ance, wherever he would be strenuous and 
sincere, would, no doubt, be a most im-’ 
portant acquisition indeeds The noble 
lord repelled the idea, that he was the’ 
substitute of Mr. Paull of of any mans 
‘He was actuated solely by a sense of duty, 
and even the friends of lord Wellesley 
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ought to be obliged to him for the course 
he was about to take, as it would afford 
them an opportunity of vindicating his 
character, as well as the character of the 
country, which was stained by the acts 
imputed to him. If these imputations 
should prove to be unjust, he declared that 
he should feel the highest satisfaction, for 
he had no personal prejudice whatever 
against lord Wellesley. As to the course 
he meant to pursue, it would be open to 
any other member to propose a difierent 
one, if he thought proper, and this course 
would not at all interfere with those who 
wished to go the length of impeachment. 

Mr. Sheridan rose again, and observed 

with some warmth, that no doubt the noble 
lord wished to have his public conduct as- 
cribed to proper motives, and if he expec- 
ted to have credit given him for such mo- 
tives, he should not beso forward to impute 
improper motives toothers. With regard to 
the motive which the noble lord bad thought 
proper to attribute to him, he would ask 
that noble lord to state in what part of his 
public conduct he had ever seen any thing 
to justify the imputation he had attempted 
to fix upon him, to shew that he would be 
induced to abandon his principles to a love 
ef place; or to sustain against him any 
charge of inconsistency. If the noble lord 
had had a correct recollection of the pro- 
ceedings of that house, the noble lord 
would have known that he did, two years 
before the present ministry came into place, 
state the grounds upon which he was indu- 
ced to decline bringing forward the Carna- 
tie question, at the same time, pledging 
himself to support any person who should 
bring it forward. 
. Mr. Whitbread said, he thought the noble 
lord entitled to bis thanks, and also to the 
thanks of the friends of marquis Wellesley, 
and that they must be satisfied with the very 
eandid manner in which he had brought for- 
ward the present motion. Hecould not, how- 
ever, agree in opinion with the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Bankes), that any question of this 
kind should be referred to the board of In- 
dian Judicature, for he thought it beyond 
the power of any individual to bring any 
delinquent to punisbment before it. He 
was, therefore, glad the noble lord had 
brought forward the present motion, 

Mr. Wellesley Pole thanked the noble 
lord for the manner in which he had 
brought forward the business, and for the 
civility with which he had treated his noble 
relative. ‘Ihe dignity of parliament re- 


quired, that this business should not lie 
dormant. Parliament, however, had taken 
no proceedings on this charge, although it 
had been circulated with much industry 
throughout the country, It was equally 
desirable for the house and his noble rela. 
tion, that the business should be proceeded 
with. He had given notice of his inten. . 
tion, as soon as the noble lord’s motion 
should be disposed of, to move for the re- 
maining documents, in order that the 
whole case might be before the house, 
Every enquiry into the conduct of marquis 
Wellesley, had always had his hearty con- 
currence, and he was anxious that every 
paper which his majesty’s ministers could 
produce, consistently with the public in- 
terest, should be laid before the house; but 
in saying this, he did not presume to judge 
what might be the decision of the house. 
As to the Carnatic question, he wished to 
ask the right hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan), 
what preference he meant to give his noble 
relation, because, on a former occasion, al- 
luding to this question, that right hon, gent, 
had stated, that the Madras government 
was criminal, the board of controul crimi- 
nal, and above all, the court of directors 
were bighly criminal. 

Mr. Sheridan, in explanation, said, the 
hon. gent. had stated his expressions 
very correctly. When he had first given 
notice of a motion tending to criminate 
the Madras government, and lord Welles- 
ley by implication, an hon. gent. had mo- 
ved for an immense volume of papers, by 
way of vindication; the effect of which 
was, to prove lord Wellesley infinitely 
more culpable than he had thouybt, the 
board of controul more culpable than lord 
Wellesley, and the court of directors more 
culpable than all. He had said, that the 
transaction involved great criminality in 
the Madras government, and particularly 
lord Clive ; in the Bengal government, and | 
lord Wellesley as the head of that govern- 
ment, in the board of controul, and above 
all, in the court of directors. It was, 
therefore, very true, that if the Madras 
government was not guilty in good com- 
pany, at least it was guilty in very power- 
ful company. 

Mr. R. Thornton said, he had never been of 
opinion that the wieernenne | that might be 
found to attach to lord Wellesley’s conduct 
would amount to sufficient ground for im- 
peachment. But he thought it necessary, 
for the honour of the country, that the no-’ 
ble lord’s conduct should be enquired into; 
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aad the enquiry having been once institu-, 
ted, he thought it for the dignity of the 
house that it should not be sufiered to fall 
to the ground. ' He thought the noble lord 
intitled to thanks for coming forward with 
this motion, With regard to the Carnatic 
question, he was glad it was to be brought 
forward, in order to shew that the directors 
were not the most criminal of all; to shew 
that they had borne up manfully against 
the difficulties they had to encounter, and 
bad done their duty in spite of all opposi- 
tion.—The papers were then ordered to be 
re-printed. On the motion of Mr. W. 
Pole, a similar order was made with re- 
spect to the other papers connected with 
the Oude charge. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, January 27. 

[Minutes.] Lord H. Petty gave no- 
tice, that he meant on Thursday next, to 
submit certain Resolutions relating to the 
Finances of the country ; and as he meant 
to move these resolutions in a committee 
of the whole house in the most formal 
manner, he should take the liberty of mo- 
ving now, that the house should resolve it~ 
self into a committee of the whole house 
on that day, to consider of the Finances of 
thecountry. Ordered that the house should, 
on Thursday, resolve itself into the said 
committee.—On the motion of Mr. John- 
stone, it was ordered, that there be laid be- 
fore the house accounts of all pensions, 
granted by the crown in Great Britain from 
the Ist ot April, 1805, to the 17th of Jan, 
1807 ; also accounts of all new offices cre- 
ated, and all salaries increased by fees or 
otherwise, in Great Britain, in the same 
period. Similar accounts were ordered for 
Ireland.—Mr. White presented at the bar 
the following list of members appointed to 


- try the merits of the petition complaining of 


an undue election for the borough of Thet- 


. ford: P. Grenfell, C. O’Hara, R. Fergu- 


son, hon. W. H. Lyttleton, sir R. Wil- 
liams, G. Anson, J. Hewitt, G. Hibbert, 
lord Primrose, John Fane, A. Shakespeare, 
hon. C.L. Dundas, lord Headley; nominees, 
S. Whitbread, R. Fellowes.—On the mo- 
tion of Mr. Herbert, a committee was ap- 
pointed to enquire into the provisions of 
the act of James I. relating to the tanning 
trade, and to report their opinions upon 
them tothe house. The petitions on this sub- 
ject were referred to the said committee. 

_ {Scorcu Crercy The Lord 
Adoveate of Scotland moved the second 


reading of the bill, fur suspending, for a 
time to be limited, the powers graated to 
the lords of council and session in Scot- 
land by an act of the parliament of Scot- 
land, made in the 4th session of the first 
parliament of queen Anne, intituled, 
“ Act anent Plantation of Kirks and Va- 
luation of Teinds,” so far as relates to the 
granting augmentations of the stipends of 
the clergy in Scotland in certain cases. 

Mr. W. Dundas expressed his appro- 
bation of the present bill. The frequency 
of the augmentations of stipends for these 
many years past rendered such a measure 
highly necessary; but more particularly 
sv at present, because since the intimation 
was lately given in the other house of pare 
liament of a change being in contemplation _ 
in the courts of Justice in Scotland, a race 
had been run by the clergy of that country 
for augmentations of their stipends. In the 
parish in which he had some connection, 
the clergyman had applied for a new aug- 
mentation within a few months after having 
received a very large addition to his former 
stipend. 

Mr. Perceval observed, that if this was 
the true state of the case, it formed an ar- 
gument not only for this bill to suspend the 
powers of the court of session, but also for 
the proposed regulations ; for if that court 
exercised its power of granting augmenta- 
tions blindly and without consideration, it 
was a good reason why it should be de- 
prived of it. And if the clergy shewed 
such improper greediness, certainly they 
ought to be restrained. He was sorry, 
however, to hear this character of them, 
for he had before understood that the 
clergy of Scotland were a most respectable 
body of men, against whom there was less 
ground of reproach than almost any other 
class whatever. The house was not ina 
situation, however, to decide upon these 
points, and therefore this could not be any 
argument in favour of the bill at present. 
But, in addition to this, it would be hard 
to stop suits already commenced, and there- 
fore if there were a great many suits of this 
sort pending, this was rather an argument 
for not suspending the powers of the court 
of session. 

Mr. W. Dundas denied his haying ex- 
pressed any distrust of the court of session, 
or having said any thing disrespectful to 
the clergy of Scotland. What he said was, 
that some repose was desirable for the 
clergy, and he was not singular in this 
opinion, for the present president of the 
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court of session had, when lord advocate, | 
introduced a bill for discontinuing these 


suits for augmentation for 40 years. 


Mr. Horner said, that he understood this 
bill to -be brought in, not in the spirit of 
hostility to the court of session, but the’ 
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Inquiry, (an interest in which he stron 


comparison, that there be laid before. the 
house a return of the Barrack Supplies 


eontrary, for it was intended as a relief to| furnished by Alexander Davison, esq. duc 


them. The power to grant augmentations 
belonged to the members of the court of 
It was not 
@ business that came under their jurisdic- 
tion as.a court of justice, but properly of a 
This business had late- 
ly much increased, and it was proper that 
He highly 
complimented the clergy of Scotland, who 
were distinguished for their piety and good 
Their emoluments, he said, were 
yery inadequate to their station, and the 


session only as commissioners. 


legislative nature. 


the court should be relieved. 


morals, 


duties they had to perform: 


The Lord Advocate disclaimed any dis- 
trust of the court of session, or any dis- 
t was 
his. pride to be descended from a family, 
which the clergy of Scotland, who were 
eminent for their learning, piety, and mo- 
rals, had always looked up to as their 
The object of the bill was 
to relieve the court of session from a press 
No less than 
149 suits for augmentations had com- 
menced since July last.—After some fur- 
ther conversation, the bill was read a:se- 
cond time, and ordered to be committed 


respect to the clergy of Scotland. 


firmest friends. 


of business of this nature. 


on this day se’nnight. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, January 28. 


{Minures.] The house proceeded to 
ballot for committees, to take into consi- 
deration the petitions complaining of undue 


returns for the boroughs of Saltash and 
Tregony. Soon after Mr. White appeared 
at the bar with the reduced lists, which 
were as follow: Saltash; G. V. Vernon, 
W. Kenrick, W. Manning, sir O. Mose- 
ley, lord John Thynne, N. Saxon, J. Ru- 
therford, earl of Euston, sir R. Milbank, 
lord H. Moore, W. Bonham, A. Robarts, 
hon. T. Knox. Nominees; J. Leach, J. 
P. Hill—Tregony ; H. Howard, T. Steele, 
hon. B. Bouverie, R. Wilson, hon. E. 
Phipps, M. W. Ridley, earl of Yarmouth, 
gir J. Pulteney, J. De Ponthieu, G. Mills, 
J. Lemou, Shelley, R. A. Daniells, 
Nominees ; J. Mitchell, J. Topping. 
Lord A. Hamil- 
fon, aiter.a few prefutory remarks on the 
public interest excited towards the conduct 


ring the last whole year that he was so 


tal amount, Also, a similar return of the 
sary-general of the barrack department dus 
ring the whole first year of his being so 
employed. 

Mr. S. Bourne seconded the motion, con- 
ceiving it to be highly desireable that the 
house should be put into complete posses- 
sion of all possible information on this im- 
portant subject. He wished to call the ats 
tention of the house to a paper relative to 
the barrack department, laid on the table 
of the last parliament, which must render 
it obvious to all those by whom it had 
been read, that the last administration had 
taken every possible measure to prevent 
premature issue of public money in the 
barrack department. This paper. pros 
ved that the subject had engrossed the at- 
tention of government towards the end 
of the year 1804, when an arrangement 
was made, that could not well have been 
entered into at an earbier period. That ar- 


plained of, to bring the whole of the trans- 
actions in question, under the immediate 
superintendance of the commissary-genes 
ral, to abolish the treasurer, to prevent any 
expences for building or repairs from being 
incurred without the knowledge of the trea- 
sury, and to produce a variety of other be- 
neficial effects. If the noble lord (H. 
Petty) had no objection, as soon as the 
present motion should be disposed of, he 


aper. 
: pat H. Petty declared that he should 
have no objection whatever to the motion 
of the hon. gent. He allowed that the 
regulation to which he alluded was ex- 
tremely proper. It was now under the 
consideration of his majesty’s government, 
and in all probability the subject would 
soon be submitted to the consideration of 
parliament.—Lord A. Hamilton’s. motion 
was then agreed to: and Mr. 'S. Bourne. 
immediately moved, that the copy laid be- 
fore the house of commons on the 20th of 
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of the Barrack Department, by the Phird 
Report of the Commissioners of ae 


participated,) moved, for the purpose of 


employed; specifying the articles furnished; 
their quality and price, the barracks’ to 
which they were delivered, and their to- 


barrack supplies furnished by the commiss 


rangement went to remedy the evils com- « 


would move for the re-printing of that » 


= 
| i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


unavoidable approach of great embarrass- 


March, 1806, of so much of his majesty’s'| 
regulations respecting the barrack depart- 
ment, as related to the safe custody of mo- 
yey intrusted to the barrack-master-gene- 
al, be re-printed. Ordered, 
Esratys Bitt.] The So-} 
licitor-General rose to make his. promised 
notion, on the subject of Simple Contract 
bts. The injustice of the law in this 
was so glaring, and the remedy for 
that injustice was so obvious, that he should 
‘| it unnecessary to do more than barely 
to state the object of his motion, were he 
pot aware that.a similar measure had for- 
tly been unsuccessfully proposed. By 
ie law as it now stood, a man might con- 
tract dehts to any amount, not evidenced 
jbond or other legal instrument; and, 
lying with sufficient property amply to sa- 
tisfy those demands, his estate would pass 
to his heir at law, and his ereditor would 
remain unpaid; or were the owner of such 
property, not before his death, to make a 
testamentary assignment, however capri- 
cious, to a stranger in. blood, that stranger 
might, if he chose, look with indifference 
and security on the ruin of the creditors, 
was very surprising that this evil should 
bave been so long allowed to exist; more 
especially when the extent of commerce in 
this country was considered, and when it 
was. recollected, that all debts on negoci- 
able security were merely simple contract 
debts. Cases had occurred in which per- 
sons. engaged in expensive commercial 
speculations, and foreseeing the near and 


ments, have thought it policy to increase 
to a larger amount these simple contract 
debts, and having thus secured property to 
their heirs, have put a period to their ex- 
istence, and occasioned an immense loss 
to their creditors. That an heir should be 
permitted to enjoy property, in despight 
of just creditors of that property, although | 
on the faith of that very property credit 

been given, was a law peculiar to this 
country. How did it originate? To re- 
solve this question, it would be necessary 
to refer to our history; to those feudal 
times, when every proprietor held his land 
by military tenure, which rendered aliena- 
tion of property inadmissible; becaase, 
to alienate property would have been 
tantamount to the desertion of the military 
Standard, Subsequently the usage was 

rigorous, and the tenant was allowed, 
in some,degree, to alienate his. property. 
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he was allowed to alienate helf his landed. 
property ; and a few years afterwards a 
law was passed; by which be was permitted: 
to alienate the whole of it. Still, how-. 
ever, the law which secured landed pro- 
perty from being subject to the payment of 
simple contract debts remained. It had sure 
vived the season of its original existence 
five hundred years! It was astonishing 
that the. law should be so lax in one ~ 
respect, and so rigid in; another, closely | 
analogous. If a man in trade gave credit @ 

a man of landed property, and that man o 
landed property died without making pro- — 
vision for the payment ef his debt, the 
tradesman had no remedy: ¢but the law 
strictly enforced the payment of the 
tradesman’s debts; his little stock was 
swept away; his person exposed. to the 
contagion of a jail, im which he was 
doomed to remain all his days, unless libe+ 
rated by one of those accidental interpoe 
sitions of the legislature, annihilating, all 
engagements, and eancellingevery contract, 
to which they had occasionally been driven 
for the purpose of relieving the capacious 
prisons of thee from their too nu- 
merous inhabitants, He should be sorry 
if what he had said, should’ be misconstrued 
into. any reproach of those heirs who 
might have allowed debts, thus contracted, 
to remain unsatisfied; for he kuew how 
easy those sacrifices were considered, which 
those who considered them as easy were 
pot called upon themselves to make. 
These heirs had a right to urge the law 
as their guide, and if reproach rested any 
where, it was on thie legislature, which had 
so long suffered the-evil, With, regard to 
the remedy, it had at first oecarred to — 
him, that it would) be expedient: to place 
contract creditors precisely in. the samé 
situation as special creditors, and to give 
them precisely the same means of récovery. 
Some difficulties: however appearing, it 
now seemed to him preferable, simply to 
declare, that freehold estates should be - 
assets for the payment.of simple contract 
debts. Courts of equity had.endeavoured 
to apply a remedy to the evil. of which he 
complained, and had frequently had the’ 
boldness to order what was ,termed mar- 
shalling. of assets’; but this remedy was. 
inadequate. He wes fully. aware; that. 
when any person proposed to alter a long» 
established usage, It was incumbent om him 
to declare the advantages of that usage,.as 
well as the disadvantages, otherwise the 


In the 13th year of the reign of Edward I. 
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estimate the necessity of the change. It 
might be thought that he had not done 
this: The reason was, that on the closest 
examination he could not find a single ad- 
vantage to compensate, or even to alleviate 
the injustice of the custom which he had 
described, .The law, as it there stood, ap- 
peared *to him to be pure, unmixed evil. 
He therefore moved for leave te bring 
in a bill to make the. freehold estates: of 
persons dying indebted, assets for the 

ayment of simple contract debts, = 
The. Attorney General seconded the 

motion. 
‘Mr. C, Wynne expressed his perfect ap- 


probation of the object which the learned 


gent, had in view. He hoped, however, 
that he would not stop bere, but that he 
would employ the great powers of his 
mind’ and his extensive knowledge of the 
law, in applying a remedy fér the cre- 
ditors of the living possessors of estates, 
as well as of the dead ; he meant by giving 
additional effect to the writ of elegit,— 
Leave to -bring in the bill was then 
granted. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, January 29. 

{Mrxvres.]-A ballot took place for a 
committee to try and determine the merits 
of the Penrhyn Election petition. The 
following gentlemen were appointed on the 
committee:—T. B. Lethbridge, lord Mait- 
land; .C. Chaplain, D. Williams, D. Dae 
venport, bon. W. Herbert, sir H. Neale, 
R. Bevyon, W. Orde, G. A. Lee Reck, 
lord Ebrington, J. A. Wright, J. Lowther ; 
Nominees, H. Leycester, R. Hurst,—Mr. 
Howard reported from the Tregony elec- 
tion committee, that the sitting members 
had-been duly elected and returned; and 
also that the petitions of Messrs. Nicholls 
and Miles were not frivolous nor vex- 
atious.—A new writ was ordered tor the 
borough of Plympton, in the room of sir 
Stephen Lushington, deceased:—On the 


motion of Mr. Bathurst, the order ap- 


pointing a committee to search for prece- 
dents of cases of members who had been 
expelled and re-elected, was rescinded, 
- anda new order made, re-appointing the 
same committee to search for precedents 
of ¢ases, touching the expalsion of mem- 
bers, arid also of members who, having been 
expelled, had been re-elected and to re- 
port thereon to the house. 
[Asourtion. or THE. SLAVE’ 


TRADE.] 
Mr. Wilberforcey in adverting to this sub- 
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ject, stated, that the house would’ rey 
member the Resolution that ‘had been’ 
voted by that house inthe last session of 
the last parliament, pledging the house {9 . 
take measures for the speedy Abolition of 
the Slave Trade. his resolution, jt’ 
would be recollected, bound that house 
to take such steps for the early abolition 
of a traffic which it declared to be cons 
trary to justice and humanity, as the’ 
house in its wisdom should deem proper,’ 
Tt might be thought that those intérested 
in this question ought to have brought 
forward the measure in the early part of 
this session ; but as a proceeding had been 
instituted in the other house of parliament 
for that purpose, he had been sinduced 
to abstain ‘hitherto from bringing the 
subject under the consideration of the 
house. If that proceeding, however, should 
be extended to too great a length, so ag 
to preclude the probability of its passing 
this session, he should, if no more compe- 
tent person undertook the task, bring the 
matter forward in that house. F 

Lord Howick was happy that the hon; 
member’ had mentioned the subject, 
thinking that the attention of the new 
parliament could not be too soon directed 
to it. He thought the hon. gent. acted 
right in not having brought forward any 
proposition on the subject, as the pro- 
ceeding in the other house would tend to 
the same end, Their own honour, and the ' 
honour of the house, was concerned in in- 
stituting some proceeding that would lead 
to an abolition of a trade, which parlia- 
ment had declared to be contrary to 
justice, humanity, and sound policy. — 

[New Prawn or Finance.] Lord Henry 
Petty moved the order of the day, for the 
house to resolve into a committee of the 
whole house, to take intoconsideration the 
Finances of the Country: alsu that the 
several acts relating to the redemption 
of the Public Debt, and also ‘the several 
acts for granting to his majesty certain 
duties, for a limited time after the ratifi- 
cation of a definitive treaty of peace, be 
referred to the said committee. ‘The house 
having resolved itself into the said com- 
mittee, Mr. Hobhouse in the chair, 

Lord Henry Petty rose, and addressed 
the ‘committee as follows:—I feel, Mr. 
Hobhouse, as naturally and inevie 
tably' must, “some weight upon my 
mind, in rising to address you on the 
present occasion, 4 -feel that- anxie 
which the vast magnitude of the subject is 


| | | 
| 
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cite such a degree of interest in your minds, 
as will procure me that of which I ceér= 
tainly shall stand in need, a patient and 
unwearied attention on the part of the 
committee.—Although not quite unprece- 
dented, lam aware that it is an ‘unusual 
course for the person filling the situation I 
have the honour to hold, to open to the 
house, a detailed statement of the supply 
arid ways and means for the year before 
the loan Has been contracted for; but I 


calculated to inspire, but yet from its mag- 
‘nitude and its importance, I derive some con- 
‘golation, as they afford me a stronger claim 
‘upon the indulgence of this committee, 1 
can indeed have vo fear that such indul- 
_ gence will be denied me, when you consi« 
“der the arduous nature of the task, which 
‘my duty calls upon me to perform: and 
“dbove all when you reflect, that the state- 
4nents.of our resources, which are the re- 


On 


vit of ‘the accounts, for which my mght 
i friend has moved, and which are to 
‘be laid upon your table, cannot now be 
‘Yegarded, only, as. the subject of idle boast 
_ ‘and self-céngratulation, but contain all the 
‘elementaty principles, and” compose the 
solid foundation of our gréatness—that 
they afford the means to which we are to 
Jook, the iastrument we are to employ, in 
Maintaining and secuting ull’ that we pos- 
of national itdependen¢ée and ‘indivi- 
‘dual freedom. I confidently indulge the 
“expectation that notwithstanding the dry- 
ness and prolixity of the various minute 
‘and complicated details into which I may} 
be obliged to enter, the subject must ex- 


Navy (exclusive of the Ordnance Sea Service) - 


Great Britain 10,202,967 BS 


trust that from what I have to offer this 
night, I shall be able to satisfy the commit- 
tee of the propriety, and indeed of the ab- 
solute necessity of adopting such a course 
upon the present occasion. Without there- 
fore detaining the committee by any fur- 
ther preface, [ shall proceed to state as'the 
foundation of what { shall have afterwards 
to submit to you, the supplies and ways 
and means for thé present year, as far as 
they can now be estimated. Nearly the 
whole of the former have already been 
voted by the house.—Here the noble lord 
made the following statement of the 


£.16,977,837 9 3 


13,648,098 50 


§Great Britain - - 


506,237 


0 
469,450 12 


975,687 126 


General’s Department . 
RAORDINARIES, aS in 1806 
after deducting Vote of Com- 
missary Geheral’s Department 
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Ireland - 
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Deduct on account of Ireland 2-17ths of the above sum 


43,811,340. lls. 8d. 
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will be seen, said the nable lord,) 
that a ‘separate estimate is made out for 
the commissary-general’s department upon. 
the principle which I have on a former 
occasion explajned to the house, of taking 
out of the account of the extraordinaries 
of the army, which are only voted after the 
services have been performed, all expen- 
diture, the amount of which can be pre- 
viously calculated and ascertained. Of the 
amount of the sum specified as a vote of 
credit, 1,000,000/, may be considered as 
applicable to the discharge of an arrear of 
‘subsidies to foreign powers, due in canse- 
quence: of existing treaties, and a further 
‘sum of 500,000/. is left to be applied to 
further subsidies, should the state of Eu- 
rope continue to require it. Whether this 
_ interposition upon our part, may be found 
 mecessary; whether the aspect of affairs 
upon the continent may, or may not be- 
come such as to require and to encourage 
more considerable advances, it is impos- 
sible forme now to state. What I have 
-mentioned is all’ that his majesty’s minis- 
- ters deem it expedient to provide. It is 
thought that such a sum may be wanted, 
but there is no ground to form any certain 
conclusion upon that point.—With regard | 


to the sum allotted to the interest of ex-' 


chequer bills for the present year, those 
gentlemen who were in the last parliament 
will recollect that it was in the last sessions 
thought to be the more wise and maaly 
course to state all the expences of the year 
at once, and fairly to vote the interest that 
was 40-accrue upon the unfunded debt, in 
the year in which that debt was to be 
created, without leaving it to be provided 
for in a subsequent sessions; a course in 
. which I am sure, the conimittee will think 
it proper’ to persevere.—And now, sir, 
having gone through the several articles of 
the supply,.1 shall find great satisfaction in 
stating the Ways and Means by which that 
supply istobe met. The produce of the 
duties on Malt Pensions, Tobacco, &c. I 
estimate at 2,750,000/,; the Surplus of the 
Consolidated Futd I take at the same sum 
the last year 3,502,000/.; and Iam 
py to state to the committee, that notwith- 


standing the- inauspicious changes and 


events which have occurred in Europe 


since the last sessions, I feel myself 


 fectly warranted in this calculation. 
next article of the ways and means-will be 


sent, for reasons I shall afterwards explain, 


take only ‘at the sum. of 19,8001; ng 
here, sir, 1am glad to take the pad. 


nity of informing the committee, that the 


measures adopted last sessions with regar 
to, the Property tax, have led toa Mass 
far exceeding the most sanguine expecta. 
tion of the persons who were concerned in 


framing those measures, certainly far ex. 


ceeding any expectation that I 
Indeed the result of the assess 


had formed, 


ments of the. 


present year has been such, that although 
I took the Property tax at but 10,500,000/, 
in the last sessions, I now feel myself jug. 
tified im taking it at 11,500,000/.—The 
other war taxes upon customs and excise, 
I shall set down, including the increased 
produce of the additional duties imposed 
last year, at 9,500,000/.; there is a fur. 
ther sum under this head to be added, of 


no very-copsiderable magnitude it is the 


result of an arrangement wh 
some time in contemplation, 
abject of which it might be 


ich has been 
but to the 
injurious at 


this moment to allude in explicit terms, 
I shall for the present observe only that jt 
will be adopted more with a view to regue 
lation than to revenue, and I have no 
doubt that when communicated to. this 
‘house, it will meet with general approba- 
tion. Combining the produce of this ar- 
rangement with the duties I have stated, I 
conceive myself warranted in taking the 


war taxes prospectively at 2 


1,000,004. ; 


although it will be remembered that as 
part of the ways and means ‘for the year, 
they are taken at 19,800,000/. The next 
article of the ways and means is the Lot. 
tery, which I estimate at 450,000/. the 


same sum as last year.—Ju 


addition to 


these several sums there remains-to be 


raised by Loan, 12,200,000/. 
will recollect that the Loan 


Gentlemen 
of last year 


was 18,000,000/. And it will readily be 
admitted that the consequences likely to 
result from such a reduction of its amount, 


will be most beneficial. Taking then the 


whole of the Ways and Means, viz. 


Duty on Malt, Pensions, 
? £ 
‘Surplus of Consolidated 
A Ty 
Exchequer Bills on Vote 
redit <« 


{t willbe observed, that. the 


2,750,000 


2 
the War,Taxes, which although their pros} 
duce will, I trust, ‘be greater, F'sball at pre-| 


1,100,000 
total of the 


| 

| 
3,500,000. 
| 450,000 


Supplies being 40,527,065/. 118. 8d. while 
“thatof the Ways and Means is 41,000,000/. 
there will remain an excess of 572,934/. 
$s. 4d. an excess which it may be thought 
desirable to provide, with a view to those 
circumstances in the state of the world. 
whieh may occasion an unavoidable fluc- 
fuation in that part of our revenue which 
arises from the trade and commerce of 
the country.—Having thus, sir, fully stated 
the supply and ways and means for the 
year, I should feel, were 1 now addressing 
you in any ordinary times, justified in con- 
fining my view to the exigencies of the 
moment.—{ might here close my state- 
ment, dismissing the subject for the present 
year, and relieving myself from the ne- 
cessity of intruding further upon your pa- 
tience. But I-think the committee will 
feel with me, that with the prospects that 
ate before us in the present crisis of the 
history of the world, when the elements 
discord are ebroad, in the conspicuous 
station which we fill in Europe, with the 
= of all its nations fixed on us, that 
ll preserve and value their independence, 

‘or that look to us as the means of regain- 
ding the independence they ‘have lost, his 
majesty’s ministers would not be justified 
were they to content themselves with pre- 
senting to parliament a limited and narrow 
statement of our circumstances and our 
views. Ihave no doubt that parliament 
and the country will agree with me in 
‘thinking that it is our duty and our inte- 
fest to take an enlarged view of our situa- 
tion and our prospects, and that from the 
emotions of gratitude we justly feel for 
our deliverance from the dangers that are 
past, we should direct our attention to 
those with which the future seems pregnant. 
Upon that future, there yet hangs a dark 
cloud, which we ought to contemplate, 
though not with alarm, yet with the awe 
and eircumspection which our situation 
calls for, Much has passed over our 
heads, but there remains an impenetrable 
gloom, which although no human eye can 
search and scrutinize, it is yet our duty, 
‘if we can, to anticipate the dangers it con- 
tains, and to provide against the evils 
which it)menaces, all those means of se- 
curity which our national resources must 


‘happily afford, and which our reflection 


‘and experietice may enable us to apply.— 
“First of atl then, as the greatest evil that 
‘can befall a’civilized nation, it becomes 
“our duty’ to make such arrangements as 
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gers of protracted warfare, to mainteia 
the dreadful conflict in which we are en= 
gaged, and the termination of which ne 
man can foresee, with the firmness we lave 
hitherto shewn in its support, and if pos- 
sible with increased enérgy and exertion. 
With this impression upon my miid as’ 
to the situation in which the country is 
placed, I feel myself bound, not merely 
to consider the amount and nature of our. 
resourses, but the adaptation of those re- 
sources to any contingency which may 
arise. In my view of this subject, I should 
not think myself justified in concealing my 
opinion, that there are unfavourable as 
well as favourable points belonging te our | 
financial situation; and I feel, and the | 
country must feel, that we labour undera 
considerable difficulty in discovering new 
sources of taxation; but yet so far from 
regarding this as a matter of surprise, I 
must confess the surprise I feel is, that the 
system of taxation should have so far stp- - 
ported us as it has done: such must be the 
feeling of any man who reflects upon the 
history of our revenue. It will be te- 
collected that after the conclusion of the | 
American war in the year 1784, our per 
manent revenue amounted to but 10 mil- 
lions, and yet that great financial states- 
man (Mr, Pitt), who then presided ‘over 
‘the affairs of the country, found it difficult 
to devise additional taxes. Indeed, some 
which he had imposed, he felt himself 
obliged to withdraw in the following year, 
and the difficulties under which he labour~ 
ed were readily acknowledged. Yet such 
has been the augmentation of 
sources, that the permanent revenue 
reached the sum of 28 millions at the 
conclusion of the last war, and at présent 
it amounts to no less a sum’ thay 32 
millions. must indeed‘ be matter 
of heartfelt satisfaction to any man inter 
ested in our fate, to reflect upon such evi- 
dence of the growing prosperity of the 
country, to find that our means have kept 
pace with our expenditure, and enabled 
us to bear for so many’-years a constant 
and progressive addition to our burthens.— 
At the same time that I'state the 
of finding out new objects of taxation, 
beg not tobe understood as considering 
‘the means or disposition of the country ex- 
hausted in this respect’; for, relying On the 


spirit and alactity of the people to submit 


to further sacrifices from a just conception 
of the important énds for which those sa- 
crifices would be made, T.am prepayed to 


provide against the dan- 
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‘state that ample. means. would be forthco-| now come to the more satisfactory part of 
ming if required to pay not ouly the interest | my duty, to touch upon the state of our 

_ ef the loan of this year, but of the next,| great national resources; and in adverti 
_ and perhaps several years to come. But] to those topics it must be a peculiarly gra. 
looking, as 1 think it is our duty to look, | tifying circumstance to reflect that the pro. 
to a long period of protracted war, we|sperity which they indicate, does not de. 
could hardly expect to contitue from year} pend upon mere fortiine; that it has not 
to year, jn addition to our actual burthens, | arisen from any of those casualties or chani 
@ugmenting our permanent taxes to acon-|ces which alternately raise or depress 
‘Sideratle extent without imposing re-|states; but that on the contrary it is the 
straints which might prove extremely vex-{ gradual result of the resolution; fore: 
atious and distressing in some instances, | sight, and energy of parliament, supported 
and in others incurring the risk of in-|on the part of the people by a spirit, ins 
juring the produce. of old duties, and im-| dustry, and perseverance, alternately thé 
peding - national improvement, by taxing|cause and the effect of national improves 
staple commodities, or such articles as| ment and prosperity. (A loud cry of hear! 
would impede the growth of our trade and | hear !)—In considering our resources, the 
manufactures, by enhancing the price of} Sinking Fund, and the system of raising @ 
the instruments with which they are con-|large portion of the supplies within the 
vducted. In this view then it becomes of|year, which has given rise to the present 
great importance to consider of what ap-}/amount of War taxes, are the two: great 
plication our resources in future will ad- | subjects to which I shall have occasion. to 
mit, and, if possible, to combine with apro-| direct your attention. I hope for the iné 
vision for the vigorous support of the con- | dulgence of the committee while I take the 
test in which we are engaged, some relief {liberty of dwelling upon their origin and 
' from the prospect of increasing burthens. | progress, more especially as they form the 


"To ygelieve the public from any pressure} ground-work of the system I shall have 
ds at all times desirable, but with the pro-|to propose for its consideration. They are 
spect before.us, it is an object of the last} perhaps, the most remarkable features in 
importance. But the policy which prompt-|the political and financial history not 


ed such a resolution, would indeed bejonly of this, but of any country in the 
most short-sighted and unjust, and defeat | world.—First then as to the Sinking Fund, 
the very objects it purposes to attain, were }or the system of applying annually certain 
jit to lead to any anticipation of the re-| portions of the revenue to redeem, and af 
‘sources of the future, much less did it in-|ter redeeming, to accumulate for the fur- 
volve the violation of any of those princi-|ther redemption of debt. The first estab- 
ples which have been recognized by public | lishment of this fund took place, it will be 
opinion, or sanctioned by public faith, aud | recollected, in 1786, and it was introduced 
which it will, I trust, remain the invaria-| by Mr. Pitt, to the credit and honour of 
ble policy of this country to uphold. Much] whose name it will long remain a monu- 
and ardently asI desire the relief of the|ment. Wherever I contemplate this po 
people, I should never be reconciled to|tem, it is impossible that I should not feel 
any proposition, however calculated to|asatisfaction in adverting to the author to 
gratify this desire, if that relief were to be| whose measures 1 can never allude with 
accomplished by the sacrifice of any of those | greater satisfaction, than when I am ené 
major considerations, or any of those fun-| abled to bestow upon them that tribute of 
damental obligations, into which parlia-| admiration which in the present instance 
ment has deliberately entered, and which|I most warmly, and I may say, enthusi- 
the voice of the country has confirmed. | astically feel.—It will be matter of plea- 
1 should be amongst the first to resist any | sing reflection to the house to recollect at 
measure calculated to injure, much less} the moment when we have felt within. the 
to destroy that great system which has so] space of the same year the loss of two il 
“essentially contributed to maintain our na-| lustrious characters ; as distinguished com: 
tional credit and to promote our national | petitors for fame and power as any country 
ory. But happily, there exists no neces-|ever saw, and whom ali men, whether 
sity for any breach of faith, for any devia-| friends or enemies, I mean of course poli- 
tion from that course of rectitude which| tical enemies, for none other could such 
has ever constituted the pride and honour] men have had, will admit to have been the 
of Great Britain, (Hear! hear !)—1| greatest and brightest ornaments of thé 
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in which they lived; to recollect, I 
say, that both these distinguished persons 
concurred in the approbation and sanction 
they‘ gave to this measure ; that after some 
slight differences of opiniom it was, finally 
marked by 2 coincidence’ of sentiment on 
the part of both ; that, amidst the dissen- 
tion which prevailed on other topics, amidst 
the conflicts which so often and so lotg 
agitated this house, that upon the subject 
of the sinking fund, all those feelings and 
animosities disappeared ; ‘and the measure 
has uniformly continued to derive from that 
combination of opinion all the just weight 
and authority that belonged to it.—When 
the sinking fund was first established, as I 
have already observed, in 1786, one mil- 
- ion was appropriated to the purposes of 
that fund.» At that time, the public fund- 
ed debt amounted to 238,231,248/.; and 
therefore’ the sinking fund was equal to 
the 238th part of the whole debt. The ac- 
cumulation of the latter however raised its 
proportion to the former by the close of 
1792, to the 160th part. A further addi- 
tion to this fund was proposed by Mr. Pitt, 
and readily adopted in 1792, consisting of 
agrant’of 400,000/. arising from the sur- 
plus of the revenue, and a further an- 
fual grant of 200,000/, So thenceforth 
1,200,000/. were applied to the increased 
fund, and at the commencement of the 
war with the French republic, in 1793, 
looking to what had been held out and de. 
clared in the previous arrangements, 2 
Sinking fund of a different character was 
constituted. This consisted in setting 
apart one per cent. on the nominal capital 
created by each loan in order to forin a 
fund for the liquidation of that loan. 
With respect to the first sinking fund, the 
sum voted in 1786, and that superadded tu 
it, in 1792, were to be allowed to accumu- 
late at'‘compound interest until they reach- 
ed the maximum of 4,000,000/.; and it 
was provided that any surplus which might 
afterwards arise should become applicable 
to the public Service, and be at the disposal 


ofparliament, But the fund arising out of| 


the principal established in 1793, was to be 
subject to’no such: limitation ; for the sum 
of one per cent; appropriated upon each 
loan, was to go on accumulating until it ac- 
complished the redemption of that loan, 
which it was calculated would probably be 
effected in 45 years from the period at which 
the loan might have been contracted.—No 

eration was-made in the relative state 
of those funds until'the year 1802.. When 


lord Sidmouth, looking at the amount of 


the debt, but at the same time, impressed 
with the necessity of keeping open and un- 
incumbered the system of raising a large 
portion of the supplies within the year, 
found it expedient from the amotnt of 
taxes he was compelled to raise to defray 
the inte. est of stock, for which the income 
tax had been pledged, to avoid loading the. 
public with the additional of a sinking fund 
for that stock. To reconcile the stock- 
holder to this arrangement, he consolidate 


‘the old and the new sinking funds.’ By thé 


act which parliament then passed, the pro- 

vision limitimg the progress of the fund of 
1786, when it should reach the amount 

4 millions, which it was calculated it would 

reach in 1808, was done away; and it was 

provided that the fund of 1786, should be 
consolidated with the fund arising fromthe 

appropriation of one per cent. on the nv- 

tninal amount of each loan, and that both 

funds, thus combined, should be applied to 

the redemption of the whole debt.—This 

debt amounted in February 1303, ta 

480,572,470/. and the produce of the joint 

sinking funds to 6,$11,626/.; so that al- 

though this fund was originally but in the 

proportion of the 266th part, it Became in 

1803 equal to a 77th part of the whole 

unredeemed debt.—It now remains for. 
me to state the present portion .of the 

sinking ‘fund to the debt; and. the com- 

mittee will hear with satisfaction that 
this proportion opens a still more plea-- 
sing prospect; for since the consolidation 
proposed by lord Sidmouth, the siuk- 

fund has materially advanced. The | 
amount of the unredeemed debt at pre- 
sent is, or rather, wil] be on the 5th of 
February next, within a few days from the 
time at which I am speaking, 530,351,89/., 
while that of the sinking fund is 
83331,700/. So that the ‘sinking fund is 
now equal to the 63d part of the whole 
debt, or, if the committee are desirous 
of taking another, and perhaps a clearer, 
view of the subject, calculating the debt 
not at its nominal but at its real mo- 
ney value, (that is, taking the three per 
cents. at sixty) the proportion which the ~ 
sinking fund bears to the unredeemed 

debt, is that of 1 to 42; a result at ouce 

satisfactory and striking, when it is coasi- 

dered that it arises out of a period of 20 

years only, of which it will be recol-. 
lected that 14 have been years of war. 

—I hope the commiitee will pardon me 

for having so long detained their attention 
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of the subject—as it forms 
@ maierial branch of the system which I 
shall have the honour of submitting to 
their cousidefation, the natural tendency 
afid gredt recommendation of which will 
¢ that it will give an increasing power to 

€ operation et the Sinking Fund.—The 
second branch of the proposed system 
tefers to the War Taxes, to the origin, pro- 
ress, character, and probable improve- 
ment of which I beg, leave shortly to call 
the attention of thé committee. Iu the 


year 4797, recourse was had to the priv-. 


ciple of raising a considerable portion) of 
3 pe supplies within the year: but much as 
Tadmire that principle, and however bene- 
ficial the effects that have arisen from its 
operation, 1 must yet say that from the 
manner of its application, it was particu- 
bay in detail extremely unfair and unjust 
in its, pressure. I do. not make this ob- 
servation. with a viéw to censure any per- 
eens whatever, nor should I feel justified 
censure upon the original 
authors of such a plan from my own know- 
tdge of the extreme difficulties that arise 

p the endeavour to carry into complete 
ecution the principle ef raising a large 
ortion of the supplies within the year. 

t I have always been-of opinion that the 
pplication of that principle to the asses- 
sed taxes in the case of the treble assess- 
nent was extremely unjust, as proceeding 
upon the very erroneous ground of taking 
éxpenditure as the criterion of income. 
1¢ produce of the treble assessment for 
the year 1798 amounted only to 3,794,552/. 
In the following year, from the experience 
6f its'imperfections, the treble assessment 
-was laid aside, but the principle of raising 
@ large portion of the supplies within the 
year, was retained, and the income tax 
substituted in its room. At the first im- 
ee of the treble assessment, it had 
en subjected to a charge of 16 millions, 
the interest of which was to be défrayed 
Sut of its produce during the war, and on 
e return of peace the residue was also 
fo be applied to the extinction of that 
t. This charge therefore was trans- 
ferred to the income tax, which thus be- 
€ame burthened with a double mortgage, 
discharge which its continuance would 
liave been necessary after the war had 
ceased, to defray the expenditure. of which 


it was imposed. In consequence of this 


arrangement the principle of raising the 
supplies within the year was sacrificed, or 


least patally suspended by the appl 


cation of that which was professedly a wan 
tax, to provide for the interest of debt do, 


ring the war, aid for its redemption alter, 


a peace, This inconvenience did not es 
cape Mr. Pitt’s observation, and he found 
himself in consequence so far obliged to 
abandon this system, that in the year 1§01, 
he returned to his former mode of raisi 
loans, aud no partof the loan for that year 
was charged upon the income tax. Ip 
1802, alter the peace of Amieus, when 
lord Sidmouth took the state: of our finane 
ces into consideration, with a view to # 
peace establishment, the first circumstance 
of embarrassment that naturally occurred 
was the state in which the income tax was 
pledged. He found it mortgaged: for 
debt of no less than 56 millions 
capital, to discharge which it would 
course be necessary to continue it ning 
years after the war, inorder to pay not 
only the capital debt, but the sum of 
1,700,000/. annual charge for interest, 
ith a view therefore not only to the ree 
lief of the country from the burthen of this 
tax, but also to leave this great resource 
open to be applied to the public exigencies 
in the event of renewed bostility,,with al] 
the additional: effect and improved ditece 
tion that could then be: given to.it, the 
noble lord who then filled. the situation 
which I have now the honour to occupy; 
had recourse to the bold measure of repeal- 
ing the tax and funding 56 millious of 
stock chargeable upon it, in addition to the 
sum of 40 millions required on account of 
the unfunded debt at the conclusion of the 
war; and for payment of the interest on 
this sum of 96 millions he contrived to 
find sufficient taxes. ‘Thus was the coun» 
try set free from this extraordinary bur« 
then, and afforded the opportunity of saving 
its means for those future exertions which 
unhappily it was but too soon afterwards 
called upon to make, and the subsequent. 
necessity of which form the best comment 


oft the judicious policy which dictated, and — 


the energy which effected a measure, with 
out which, at the commencement of the 

esent contest, Our means would have 
Cam crippled, and our principal system 
weakened in the very point in which its 
strength could be most usefully displayed, 
—At the commencement of the: present 
war, the tax upon property was substitu. 


ted for that upon income. As this subject- — 


has already been amply discussed, I do not - 
mean to observe further upon the property 
tax at present than to say, that it contained 
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all the improvements which might have 
been expected from the experience of an- 
tecedent measures, for raising a large 
portion of the supplies within the year, and 
that even in the first instance of its appli- 
cation, it exceeded in produce the hopes 
of those by whom it was framed. The 
largest amount of the income tax at 10 per 
cent. in the last war was 5,651,642/. the 
first year’s produce of the property tax, in 
which its operation could be said fairly to 
have commenced was 3,919,108/. Still I 
do not mean to assert that this was at 
its outset or is even now, strictly speak- 
ing, an equal tax, or that it operates 
with perfect equality upon all classes of 
the community, much less upon all the 
individuals who compose those classes. 
That partial imperfection which is in- 
separable from all widely extended insti- 
tutions must peculiarly attach to the pro- 
visions of a tax, calculated to include an 
immense mass of property, and persons 
placed in circumstances so infinitely di- 
versified. It is indeed morally impossible 
to apply equally any large and general 
financial measure, without enfeebling its 
productive powers, As in the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice, which alike 
assumes equality in its operation, the 
same punishment affects men differently 
according to the health, temperament, 
strength of body or of mind, or the parti- 
cular state and condition of the individual 
who suffers. So in taxation it ever has 
been, and ever will be unequally felt in its 


_ pressure, according to the peculiar situa- 


tion ard local circumstances of the persons 
to whem it attaches. This inequality is 
most sincerely to be regretted, and no man 
feels more strongly than I do how desi- 
table it would be to provide for the most 
equitable distribution of the publie bur- 
thens. But I apprehend that no inge- 
nuity that can be exercised by any legis- 
lature will ever be sufficient completely to 
guard against the effect of that diversity of 
4ircumstances, which it would be difficult 
to ascertain and estimate, and much more 
AMificult to counteract. The great prac- 
tical object in the arrangement of this tax 
was to adopt some general principle, 
awhich should leave as little room as pos- 
‘sible for evasion, because such evasion 
amust, not only with regard to this but to 
-all other taxes, be productive of injustice 
those do not evade while it serves 
jto injure the state: and I have the satis- 


(faction.te inform the committee that this 
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object has been in a great measure accom- 
plished. Such means have been devised 
and put in force, to secure an accurate re- 
turn of income, and such regulations 
adopted to ensure & strict collection in the 
customs and excise, that without resorting 
to any of the inquisitorial proceedings to 
produce a disclosure of property, which were 
formerly complained of, a very large pro< 
portion indeed of the expences of the war 
have been raised within the year.—To 
these objects the attention of ministers 
was called immediately after they entered 
into office last year, in consequence of the 
situation in which they found the finances 
of the country. Finding the annual ex- 
pences of the country had increased no 
less than 7 millions, while the increase of 
the annual revenue did not exceed one 
million; in this state of things, with a 
growing expence and inadequate supply, 
it was determined to put the circumstances 
of the country upon a better footing. It 
was therefore resolved by government to 
propose an addition to the property tax, 


‘and also such further increase of the 


customs and excise as should raise the 
produce of the war taxes to 18 millions. 
As the humble organ of government, it 
became my duty to submit these proposi- 
tions to parliament. The duty was painful, 
and I feltit most sensibly. I was fully aware, 
that the imposition of taxes is atall timesan 
ungracious task, and that from the nature 
and amount of the taxes, the increase of 
which I was then called upon to propose, 
it was likely to be so in a peculiar degree. 
But with all these considerations on my 
mind, combined with the reluctance which 
I must naturally feel to impose any addi- 


‘tional burthens upon my country, the 


exigency of the public service and the 
magnitude of the objects in view would 
not allow me to shrink from my duty even 
so far as to yield to some of the exemp- 
tions proposed.—I have now the satis< 
faction of thinking that the pain occasioned 
by the original proposition is ina great 
measure compensated by the efficiency of 
its produce. Such indeed has been the 
increase of the property tax, not.so much 
in the character of burthen, as in the re- 
moval of that part of the system which 
admitted of evasion, that 1 feel myself jus~ 
tified in taking its produce for the present 
year at one million beyond what it yielded 
in the last, which, combined with the other 
war taxes, and the improved application 
of “ sinking fund, will be amply.adequate 
2 
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to defray our future expences to what- 

ever height they can be fairly calculated 

to arise.—I trust that I have not deceived 

the committee in the picture I have drawn 

of the unfavourable points in our financial 

situation, and that I am justified in availing 

myself to the extent to which I have gone, 

of those points that are favourable, I think 

it will be found that I have neither con- 

cealed any part of the one nor exaggerated 

any circumstance of the other. In estima- 

ting the favourable points in our situation, 

I feel myself justified in taking the im- 

proved amount of the war taxes at 

21,000,000/. which with the produce of 

the sinking fund of 8,300,000/., I set 

down as forming a clear annual revenue of 

-about 30,000,000/7. Of this sum then the 
country is in possession, and at liberty to 

apply it to her use independently of the 

aids derived from her ordinary permanent 

revenues. (Hear! hear!) ‘This is a fact 

upon which the committee and thecountry 

must reflect with pleasure, and from which 

gentlemen will proceed with yreaier satisfac- 

tion to consider how such asum ought to be 

applied to meet the calls of a war, which 

from its nature demands our utmost ex- 

ertion.—I now come to the consideration 

of the Expenditure which may be incurred 

for the present year, and which will form 

the criterion upon which I mean to found 

my calculations as to the expence upon 

the future years of war. In taking this 

criterion, I judge of course by the present 

state of expence independently both of 

subsidies to foreign powers and of such ad- 

ditional charges as may be occasioned by 

unforeseen emergencies, or by any increase 

in our establishments, or in the price of 
naval and military stores. Should such 

emergencies arise, as most probably they 

‘will, or should the operation of any of the 

causes I have just stated produce an ad- 

dition to our expenditure, that addition 

-must under the system I shal] have the 
honour. to: propose, as it must under any 

other system of finance, be attended with 

an increase of burthen upon the public. 

—It may however be proper to observe, 

that should such further demands arise, 
they will occasion no departure from the 

principle of the arrangement which I have 

to propose to you, as they will serve only 

_ to cause a proportional addition to the 
amount of new taxes which under this 

plan would otherwise be required in that 
year. But to return to the question of 
war expenditure: the amount of. the sup- 
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plies I have already stated at 40,527,0651., 
and that of the ways and means at 
41,100,000/, ; which leaves a surplus of 
more than 500,000/. But to this point I 
have already alluded. Excluding from 
this statement all demands which do not 
come into the regular account of our an- 
nual expenditure, or which may not recur, 
and deducting also the amount of the 
surplus of the consolidated fund and the 
annual taxes, upor the produce of which 
we may safely rely, we then come to as 
certain the sum wanted to supply the exi- 
gencies of the war. In the first place, des 
ducting the subsidies 1,5000,000/. and the _ 
sum required for the repayment of 5 per 

cents. 1797, 350,000/. the supply will be 
reduced to 38,677,000/. But the farther 
deductions of 2,750,000/. for the malt 
duty, of 3,500,000/. for the surplus of the 
consolidated fund, and of 450,000/. for the 
lottery, will reduce the provision to be 
made for the service of the’ war to 
31,977 ,000I. or, taking it in round numbers, 
to 32,000,000/.—-Now, sir, this is the 
point from which we are to depart in the 
arrangement, which I shall have the honour 
of submitting to you, I have shewn that 
the sum required to defray the extra ex- 
pence of the war, amounts to 32,000,000/. 
To provide for this independently of the 
produce of the war taxes, I propose to 
borrow the sum of 12,000,000/. by way of 
loan.—These 12 millions it is proposed to 
raise as a war loan to be charged upon the 
war taxes, a certain portion of which is 
immediately to be set apart for its liqui- 
dation. But here two difficulties present 
themselves, which must have already oc- 
curred to the minds of the committee; 
the first is, ‘that the tendency of such an 
operation must be gradually to exhaust 
the war taxes, so that at the end ofa cer- 
tain, although a remote period, this source 
of our supplies will be dried up.—The 
other objection is, that on the supposition 
of a prolongation of the war beyond the 
period, in which the war duties of excise 
and customs will be exhausted, a part, or, 
if the war should still continue, the whole 
of the property tax will be pledged for se- 
veral years after the conclusion of peace. 
The means, however, by which I propose 
to obviate both these difficulties, will, I 
trust, when explained, receive the entire 
approbation of the cemmittee,—It is pro- 
posed, sir, to borrow 12,000,000/. annu- 
ally for the first 3 years, from the present 


time; for the fourth year (or 1810) 
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14,000,000/.; and for the ten succeeding 
years, if war shall so long continue, 
16,000,000/. in each year.—In the first 
~ and each successive year for which these 
loans shall be raised, so much of the war 
taxes is to be appropriated, as will amount 
to 10 per cent. on the loan so raised. Out 
of this 10 per cent. the interest and charges 
of management are first to be defrayed, 
and the remainder is to constitute a 
sinking fund for the redemption of that 
Joan. —W hen the interest of money is at 5 per 
cent. such a sinking fund would redeem each 
loan in 14 years from its creation; and in 
case of a rise in the funds, this redemption 
would be accelerated; because the loans 
‘would be borrowed at a lower rate of in- 
terest, and that proportion of the ten per 
cent. which would be applicable to the 
sinking fund, would consequently be grea- 
ter.—But, without distracting the attention 
of the committee with the different results 
deducible on the supposition of variations 
of the funds, which, if they should arise in 
any material degree, are likely to favour the 
operation of this plan, I will proceed on 
the supposition that the funds remain at 
60.—Thus, if 12,000,000/. be borrowed at 
60, in 1807, the portion of war taxes ap- 
propriated to the interest and sinking fund 
on that loan will be 1,200,000/. ; and that 
portion will continue payable for 14 years, 
(that is, till the end of the year 1820,) and 
at the expiration of those 14 years the loan 
of 1807 will have been wholly redeemed 
by the operation of its own sinking fund, 
and consequently the 1,200,000/. war taxes 
80 pledged will then be liberated , and so in 
succession with respect to the loans of the 
following years, each of which will mort- 
gage for 14 years its corresponding portion 
of the war taxes. It will be seen that this 
system may be carried on for 7 years from 
1807, without pledging any part of the 
property tax ; as the whole charge on the 
war taxes in those seven years, will amount 
to no more than 9,800,000/. « The war du- 
ties of customs and excise, exclusive of the 
property tax, are estimated at 9,500,000/., 
and it may be reasonably expected that the 
produce in the course of the next7 years will 
be raised to 9,800,000/. I shall take an op- 
portunity hereafter of stating the other mea- 
sures to which it is proposed to have re- 
course, in order to prevent the necessity of 
pledging the property tax beyond the period 
_ for which it is now imposed, viz. the con- 
tinuance of the present war.—This part 
of my calculation is framed on the suppo- 
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sition of the continuance of the war for — 
the whole 14years. If peace should be soon- 
er re-established, other arrangements may 
easily be made, by which the portions of 
war taxes so pledged may be released at 
earlier periods; and the part not pledged 
will of course immediately be liberated on 
the return of peace. If on the contrary 
the war should be prolonged beyond these 
14 years, war loans to the amounts above 
stated may be continued indefinitely, and 
the fresh charge so created in each year 
may be defrayed by the portions of war 
taxes thus successively falling in, with- 
out the necessity of laying on for that pur- 
pose any further taxes beyond those now 
in existence.—But as the interest and sink 
ing fund to be thus provided in each suc- 
cessive year for the charge of these war 
loans are taken from the produce of the 
war taxes, which now constitute a part 
of the means by which the annual ex- 
penditure is defrayed, the deficiencies so 
created must be supplied as they may re- 
spectively arise by supplementary loans.— 
The loan so required this year will be only 
200,000/. But it is obvious that the 
amount of the supplementary loans re- 
quired for this purpose will, in each suc- 
ceeding year, progressively increase by so 
much as the interest and sinking fund of 
the fresh warloans, annually charged upon 
the war taxes, shall lessen the unappro- 
priated residue of those taxes.—But, al- 
though the supplementary loans will pro- 
gressively increase, yet it will appear that 
the whole amount to be raised by loan 
in any one year for the period of 20 
years, (supposing the war so long to conti- 
nue) or, in other words, that the combi- 
ned amount of the war and supplementary 
loans, will only in one year exceed by 
more than 5,000,000/.. the sum which will, 
on the principles assumed in this plan, be 
applicable in the same year to the reduc- 
tion of the national debt. Calculations 
of this nature are indeed liable to be varied 
.by fluctuations in the price of the stocks. 
But on the whole, there seems no reason 
to doubt, that although the sums to be 
borrowed in the latter part of the above- 
mentioned period of 20 years, should 
the present war so long continue, might 
unquestionably appear large ; yet their ef- 
fect upon the money market will always 
be sufficiently counteracted by the large 
amount to be paid off within the same 
year, by the operation of the sinking fund, 
in the manner, and with the limitations 
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which I'shall presently explain.—And this, 
I trust, will prove a most satisfactory arti- 
cle of information to the committee. 
For, if we look back to the loans of last 
war, we shall find that in one year (1797) the 
addition made to the public debt, that is 
to say, the excess of the sum borrowed 
- above the sum redeemed by the sinking 
fund in that year, amounted to the enor- 
mous sum of 40,000,000/, money capital ; 
and that on an average of the last 14 years 
the addition to the public debt amounted 
to 15,000,000/, annually; whereas under 
the system which I shall this night have 
the honour of proposing to the committee, 
should the war be protracted till the close 
of the year 1826, the addition to the pube 
lic debt will in no one year, except the last 
(1823), exceed the sum of 5,000,000/., 
and on an average of the 20 years from 
1807 to 1826 inclusive, will fall below the 
sum of 4,000,000/. annually, is 
proposed to raise these supplementary 
jJoans according to the system pursued since 
the year 1792. A sinking fund of one per 
cent. upon the nominal capital will be ad- 
ded to the interest on these loans, and the 
charge so created will be provided for by 
imposing new taxes, or by the falling in of 
annuities.x—-The sum requisite to defray 
the interest and sinking fund of those 
supplementary loans will in the present 
year (1807) be 13,333/.; in 1808, 93,335/. ; 
and so on progressively increasing in each 
year. But in considering the. mode in 
which provision is to be made for those 
charges, it will be convenient, for reasons 
that will hereafter present themselves to the 
committee, to divide the whole period of 
20 years into three successive periods 
of three, seven, and ten years.—With 
respect to the first period of three years 
from the present time, the amount of taxes 
_ required in 1807 will be 13,333/. ; in 1808, 
93,333/.; and in 1809, 173,353/.; or the 
amount required in the whole three years 
will be 279,999/.; but in the present year 
annuities will fall in to the amount of 
15,515/.; and in 1808 to the amount of 
570,000/., making together the sum of 
585,515/.—The amount of these annuities 
being therefore more than sufficient to dis- 
charge the interest, &c. upon the supple- 
mentary loans to be contracted for within 
the period of three years, the committee 
will hear with satisfaction, that for those 
three years not a shilling of new taxes 
whateyer will be imposed upon the coun 
try. [A loud cry of hear! hear !] This will 
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‘be the first. effect of the system I have 
the honour to propose; in the course of 
the next three years no new taxes will be 
imposed, but on the contrary, a surplus of 
the annuities already mentioned will re- 
main applicable to the service of subse» 
quent years, With respect to the second 
period of seven years commencing with 
1810 and ending with 1816, the charge 
occasioned by the supplementary loan jn 
1810, will be 133,333/.; in 1811, 106,6662.; 
and will then increase progressively jn 
each year, till in 1816, 640,000/. will be 
wanted. For these charges provision 
might be made by raising taxes to the 
amount required in each year; but as this 
mode might have the appearance of a dey 
sire to shift the burthen from the earlier so 
as to make it fall with disproportioned 
pressure on the latter years of the period, - 
it has been thought more advisable to take 
an average in order that the pressure may 
be evenly diffused over the surface of the 
seven years. The result of this average is, 
that it will be necessary to raise the sum 
of 293,000/. annually by new taxes, for 
the period of seven years, from 1810 to 
1817.—I am confident, sir, that the com- 
mittee participates with me the satisface 
tion I feel at being enabled to make so 
satisfactory a statement, ‘That at this - 
time, sir, at the commencement of the 
fifth year of a war, the most expensive 
in its progress and the most important in 
its consequences that this country has 
ever carried ou, we have in our hands the 
means of providing for an annual extras 
ordinary expenditure of 32,000,000/. withe 
out imposing any additional burthen for 
the next three years, and with only the 
comparatively trifling addition of 293,000/, 
annually for the seven subsequent years, is 
surely a statement of which the house and 
the country may be justly proud. And I 
trust, sir, that I shail not incur the charge 
of being too sanguine in my expectations, 
when I state my belief that this annual ad- 
dition of 293,000/. will in all probability 
be considerably diminished by the spring, 
which will be given to consumption by the 
relief afiorded to the public from addi+ 
tional taxation, and which will operate to 
the increase of the existing revenne, and 
by the farther increase in the produce of . 
the existing revenue arising from improver 
ments in the mode of colléction, which 
the relief from additional taxation wil} 
tend greatly to facilitate.—It¢ is, however, 
sufficient to have shewn, that provision 
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may be made for ten years continuance of 
war, without imposing taxes in any one 
to a greater amount than I have al- 
stated. And it must again be re- 
marked, that if peace should occar at an 
earlier period than the ten years here sup- 
josed, the burthens would of course be 
proportionally diminished; no further 
supplementary loans would then be requi- 
red; the portions of war taxes then pled- 
would gradually fall in; tkose not 
pledged might at once be repealed, and 
other resources would present themselves 
for affording ease to all our financial ope- 
rations. Having gone through the two first 
periods, I shall now proceed to the third. 
But before 1 enter upon it, I must beg leave 
ain to call the attention of the commit- 
tee, to the subject of the sinking fund, 
which during this period will become more 
immediately applicable to the public ser- 
vice. At the first establishment of the 
sinking fund, the amount appropriated to 
the reduction of the debt bore so small a 


proportion to the total capital of the debt, 


and to the general extent of our money 
transactions, that it might hardly have ap- 
peared necessary to take any precautions 
for preventing the inconveniences which 
might at a future period arise from the too 
rapid reduction of the debt, and too great 
accumulation of floating capital in the 
money market. Yet, with a view both to 
these inconveniences, and tu the holding 
out a prospect of some relief to the public 
from taxes within a moderate distance of 
time, the accumulation of the sinking fund 
at compound interest was limited to the 
extent of 4,000,000/., and after it should 
have reached that sum (which it was then 
computed would take place about 1808) it 
was thenceforward to be applied to that 
extent only, leaving the accruing surplus at 
the disposal of parliament.—The reasons 
which induced Mr, Pitt to fix this limita- 
tion are obvious. I need hardly press 
_ the consideration of the committee, 
all the evils likely to result from allowing 
the sinking furid to accumulate without 
any limit; for the nation would be expo- 
sed by that accumulation to the mischief of 
having a large portion of capital taken at 
Once out of the market without any ade- 
quate means of applying it, which would 
of course be deprived of its value. This 
evil smust pane so serious to any man 
who contemplates its character, that I have 
no doubt it will be felt, however paradox- 


ical it may seem, that the redemption of 
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the whole national debt at once would be 
productive of something like national 
bankruptcy, for the capital being returned 
suddenly into the hands of the holder, 
without any means of disposing of it, that 
capital would be equivalent almost to no- 
thing, while the interest he had before 
derived from it would be altogether extin- 
guished. The other evils which would 
arise from, and which must serve to de- 
monstrate the mischievous consequence of, 
@ prompt discharge of the national debt, 
I shall shew presently.~~Different arrange- 
ments were adopted in the further pro- 
visions made on the subject of the sinking 
fund in 1792 and in 1802. By the first the 
sinking fund of one per cent. which ‘was 
thenceforward to be provided for every 
new loan, was made to accumulate at 
compound interest until the whole of the 
debt created by such new loan should be 
extingwished. And by the second ar- 
rangement all the various sinking funds 
existing in 1802 were consolidated, and 
the whole were appropriated to accumu- 
late at compound interest, until the dis« 
charge of the whole of the debt, also ex- 
isting in 1802. But the debt created since 
1802, amounting to about 100,000,000/. 
of nominal capital, is still left subject to 
the conditions of the act of 1792, which pro= 
vides for each separate loan a sinking fund 
of only one per cent. on the nominal capi- 
tal.—The plan of 1802, engrafted on the fore 
mer acts of 1786 and 1792, provided for the 
still more speedy extinction of the debt 
to which it applied. But it would post. 
pone all relief from the public burthens 
to a very distant period (computed in 
1802 to be from 1834 to 1844); and it 
would throw such large and dispropor= 
tioned sums into the money market in the 
latter years of its operation, as might 
produce a very dangerous depreciation of 
the value of money. Many inconvenien- 
ces might also arise from the sudden 
stop which would be put to the application 
of those sums when the whole debt should 
have been redeemed, and from the no 
less sudden change in the price of all 
commodities which must follow from ta- 
king off at one and the same moment, 
taxes to an extent probably then much exe 
ceeding 30,000.000/. The fate of mer- 
chants, manufacturers, mechanics, and 
every description of dealers, in such au 
event, must be contemplated by every 
thinking man with alarm ; and this applies 


- my observation respecting a national 
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bankrupicy, for should the national debt 
be discharged, and such a weight of tax- 
ation taken off at once, al] the goods re- 
maining on hand would be, comparatively 
speaking, of no value to the holders, be- 
cause having been purchased or manufac- 
tured while such taxation prevailed, they 
must be undersold by all those who might 
manufacture the same kind of goods after 
such taxation had ceased. These objec- 
tions were foreseen, and to a certain de- 
gree acknowledged, at the time when the 
act of 1802 was passed: and it was then 
answered, that whenever the danger ap- 
proached, it might be obviated by subse- 
quent arrangements.—It appears, there- 
fore, highly desirable that a plan should 
be adopted which may remedy these in- 
conveniences, if it can be done without 
injury either to the present or future in- 
terests of the stock-holders, and without 
retarding the discharge of the existing 
public debt beyond the period already 
prescribed by parliament. This it is con- 
ceived may be effected by rendering the 
operation of the sinking fund more equal 
in its progress, by increasing its present 
powers, and by diffusing over a greater 
number of years these extensive effects 
which would, according to the present 
system, be confined to the very last pe- 
riod of its operation.—The arrangements 
proposed for this purpose are founded in 
part on calculations drawn from the ine 
creased benefit which will have been gi- 
yen io the stockholder, by applying a sink- 
ing fund of five per cent. on the money 
capital, instead of one per cent. on the 
nominal capital, to so large a proportion 
of the loans of the first ten years. It is 
proposed in return for this advantage, that 
when the present sinking fund shall have 
so Seiad as to exceed in its amount 
the interest of such part of the present 
debt as shall then remain unredeemed, the 
excesses of the sinking fund above the in- 
terest shall be at the disposal of parlia- 
ment; but that these excesses shall never 
be made available to such an extent as 
would either prevent the redemption of a 
sum equal to the now existing debt, in as 
short a period as the same would be paid 
off by the operation of the present system, 
or postpone the final redemption of any 
future loan beyond the 45 years limi- 
ted for that purpose by thé act of 1792. 
And inthis way a considerable increased 
advantage is given to the stockholder. By 
the operation of the proposed plan a lar- 


ger sinking fund will be applied to the re. 
demption of the present debt, until the 
period of its final extinction, than would 
have been applied during the same period 
by the effect of the present system, An 
amount also equal to the present debt wil] 
be-redeemed at a much earlier period by 
the proposed plan, than by the existi 

system; and an amount equal to all fu. 
ture loans to be raised according to this. 
plan during. the continuance of the war, 
will, in any supposition of a rise in the 
funds, always be redeemed very consi- 
derably within 45 years from the date 
of the creation of every such loan. It 
will easily be seen that the result will in 
any case be that of a full compliance with 
the provisions of the act of 1792. Thus 
will parliament be enabled to afford ease 
to the public, and relief from taxation, in 
conformity to the principle of the act of 
1786, without violating in the smallest de-. 
gree, the principles of the subsequent acts 
of 1792 and 1802, or trenching upon any 
right or interest enjoyed by the public cre- 
ditor.—It remains now to shew what will 
be the periods at which these arrange- 
ments will come in aid of the means of 
defraying the public expenditure during 
the third period of 10 years, supposing the 
war so long to continue, The provision. 
made for the first and second periods, is 
independent of any measure respecting the 
excesses of the present sinking fund. 
Those excesses will not, according to this 
plan, become available in respect of the 
present debt till the beginning of 1817, 
In respect of the debt created by the new 
supplementary loans, the excesses will not 
be available until their sinking fund of one 
per cent. on the nominal capital, shall have 
accumulated to an amount equal to the in- 
terest of suca part of those loans as shall 
then be unredeemed. The whole sinking 
fund created in respect of the debt char- 
ged upon the war taxes, must of course 
during the war be applied invariably to 
the redemption of that debt, in order to 
effect its extinction within the period of 
14 years, as above explained, and to 
set free such portions of those taxes as 
must be applied to the charge of fresh 
loans to be raised in the same manner so 
long as the war shall continue. No exe. 
cesses of the war sinking fund could there- 
fore be available during the war, but on the 
return of peace there could be no objec. 
tion to the consolidation of the war sinking 
fund with the sinking fund of the present 
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debt, and to the leaving at the disposal of 
arliament the excesses of such sinking 
fund, so consolidated, above theinterest of 
the war debt, and of the present debt, 
which would in like manner, be consolida- 
ted for this purpose.—These distinctions 
between present debt, war debt, and 
supplementary debt, are however, meant 
to be preserved, only, by keeping se- 
parate accounts of the payments made 
from each of the sinking funds; in order 
that the operation of the plan may dis- 
tinctly appear. But it is intended that 
in practice the whole of the present debt 
shall be considered as forming one general 
mass of debt, with the future war debts and 
supplementary debts, as they are succes- 
sively incurred; and that the different 
sinking funds shall be applied by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt indiscriminately to the purchase 
of any part of these debts. From what has 
been said, it will easily be seen that this 
plan will effectually provide for the present 
expenditure, during the whole of the se~- 
cond series of ten years. I have already 
mentioned, that with respect to the pre- 
sent debt the excess of sinking fund above 
interest, calculated on the present price of 
stocks, will become available in the year 
‘1817: But the whole of these excesses will 
not on that calculation be wanted for the 
purpose of carrying on this plan, even sup- 
posing the continuance of the war for the 
whole of the second series. A part only 
need on that supposition be+ taken in each 
year, and the remainder will be carried as 
at present in aid of the accumulation of the 
sinking fund. The result of this opera- 
tion, with respect to these ten years will 
then be, (supposing the war to continue so 
long) that no new taxes whatever will be 
required in the whole of this period. It 
appears hardly necessary to carry these 
calculations beyond the supposition of 20 
years continuance of the present war. But 
toany one who considers the effect which 
must be produced on our finances by the in- 
termediate operations here described, and 
by the proportion which the sinking fund 
will then bear to the unredeemed debt, it 
must be obvious that after that period no 
considerable financial difficulty is likely to 
arise.—-I shall now, sir, proceed to that 
point, which, if I may be allowed to judge 
from the feeling expressed when I before 
Stated the circumstance, will prove an ar- 
ticle of most satisfactory information to 
the committee, viz. to explain the mode by 
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which we shall be enabled to release the 
Property tax, at the expiration of the term 
for which it is already pledged, that is, at 
the end of six months from the ratification 
of a definitive treaty of peace. I have al- 
ready shewn that the amount of war taxes 
pledged in the next seven years will be 
9,800,000/..a sum which it may be rea- 
sonably expected the war duties of excise 
and customs will be sufficient to supply. 
Should peace therefore take place in the 
course of seven years from the present time, 
no part of the property tax will have been 
pledged, Should peace take place between 
the end of the seventh and of the tenth 
year from the present time, thatis, between 
January 1814, and January 1817, part of 
the property tax will have been applied to 
the purposes of this plan, but it may be 
released immediately on the conclusion of 
peace, by extending that principle to the 
excesses of the sinking fund of the war debt 
which EF have already stated it is intended 
to apply to the excesses of the present 
sinking fund. In 1817, the excesses of the 
‘present sinking fund begin to arise, and 
when combined with the excesses of the sink- 
ing fund of the war debt will be amply suf- 
ficient to redeem, on the return of peace, 
any part of the property tax that may have 
been pledged.—From the length to which 
tiny observations have already extended, I 
feel very reluctant farther to take up the 
time of the committee; but F must beg 
leave to trespass upon their attention, while 
I briefly recapitulate the heads of the sys- 
tem, which I have had the honour of de- 
tailing tothem.—We shall, in the first place, 
by this plan be enabled to provide for an 
extraordinary expenditure of 32,000,000/. ; 
(and here } wish most particularly to im- 
press upon the minds of the committee, that 
the plan I have submitted undertakes to pro- 
vide only for an expenditure of 32,000,000/.3 
should any further charge arise, that charge 
must under this, as under any other system * 
of finance, be productive of additional 
burthens ;) but, sir, we shall by this plan 
be enabled to provide for an annual extra- 
ordinary expenditure of 32,900,000/. with- 
out imposing any additional burthen on 
the public for the next three years, and 
should the war so long continue, for the 
seven subsequent years to that period, with 
the compartively trifling “addition to 
the taxes, of 293,000/, annually; but 
should the war be still further protracted, 
should it even continue for ten yéats be- 
yond the two periods I have already men- 
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tioned, we shall have the means of provi- 
ding for an expenditure of 32,000,000/. 
without imposing on the public any addi- 
tional burthen at all. And this relief, sir, 
will be obtained without the least injury to 
the interest of the stock-holder ; on the con- 
trary, an addition will be made to the sink- 
ing fund even in the present year; an 
amount equal to the present unredeemed 
debt will be more speedily redeemed ; the 
proportion which the sinking fund bears to 
the unredeemed debt, and on which the 
period of the redemption of that debt de- 
pends will be increased; and by a more 
equal distribution of the powers of the 
sinking fund, those inconveniencies will 
be avoided which would necessarily arise 
from the too great influx of money into the 
market in the latter years of its operation. 
It is true indeed, sir, that a part of the war 
taxes will be pledged beyond the war, but 
IT have already shewn that the property 
tax may under any circumstances be re- 
deased at the end of six months from the 
Xatification of the definitive treaty of peace, 
and by the application of the excesses of 
the sinking funds of the present and war 
debts as they arise, the release of the other 
war taxes will be considerably accelerated. 
—Such, sir, is the proposed plan of Finance 
which his majesty’s ministers have thought 
deserving of the serious attention of the 
house ; a plan resting on a foundation, the 
solidity and strength of which has been 
proved by experience on the great re- 
sources of the country; on the increased 
and increasing operation of the fund for 
the redemption of the national debt; on 
the.approved principle of raising the greater 
partof the supplies within the year, carried 
to the extent to which it was last year, and 
above all, on the constancy of a people re- 
solved to omit.no exertion ; to be dismayed 
iby no difficulty, and to shrink from no pri- 
wation, which can be called for by the bo- 
mour.and interests of their country.—The 
propositions which I have had the honour 
af submitting to the house, however im- 
possible it may be to guard against the ef- 
dects of chance, and the mutability of 
events, are recommended by the most :po- 
witive-experaence, and depend upon causes 
awhich have been already ascertained to be 
onstant and steady in their operation. 
df the plan itself then)be unobjectionable ; if 
ithe reasoning be just; if the calculations 
‘and, results should be found unexception- 
able, ave are justified in looking, if not 
swith eprieimty, at least with confidence, to 
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the advantages which it offers.—Important 
as the advantages are which this plan pre. 
sents, both in the present relief which jit 
affords in @ season of great and unprece. 
dented difficulty, and in the prevention of 
those future evils which the unlimited 
operation of the sinking fund must ulti. 
mately occasion, yet its principal benefit 
consists in the impression which it must 
make both in this country and out of it, 
where it will be seen that without any fur. 
ther material pressure on the resources of 
the country, and bya perseverance only in 
its wonted exertions, parliament now finds 
itself enabled to meet with confidence all 
the exigencies of the present war, to what 
ever period its continuance may be necese 
sary, for maintaining the honour and inde. 
pendence of the empire.—-Our enemy in- 
deed may still continue to consider our 
subjugation practicable, while he thinks 
our resources for war can be exhausted; 
what neither diplomatic artifice, nor mili- 
tary power have been able to accomplish, 
‘he may still look forward to as the result 
of the continued and aggravated pressure 
of taxation: but here too we possess the 
means of parrying the mortal blow, and 
defeating the favourite pursuit of insatiable 
ambition. If no interval of repose is to be 
allowed to the harassed world, unless ac- 
companied by humiliation and by servis 
tude; if new schemes of aggression, con- 
quest, and tyranny, are still to desolate 
Europe, it will be found that Great Bri- 
tain wants not the means to maintain the 
contest to the last; that her resistance will 
be proportioned to the efforts that are em- 
ployed to subdue her, and her exertiuns 
unremitted till peace can be obtained in 
consistency with her honour, her security, 
and her independence. God forbid, sir, 
that any thing coming from me should be 
so far misconstrued or misunderstood as to 
convey an impression that I meant to con- 
tend that any situation however prosperous, 
any system of finance however plausible, 
avy temptation to war, if such temptation 
could be supposed for a moment to exist, 
should lead us to protract its evils longer 
‘than we may be compelled to do by the 
injustice of ourenemy. Far from me be 
any such assertion or any such idea. Let 
our enemy employ his power -in destrue- 
tion, if itshall continue to be sopermitted ; 
to us it belongs to use the means with which 
we are entrusted to protect and to save, to 
defend ourselves from this wide-spreading 
pestilence, and to support those to whem 
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our assistance may yet be useful. Dis- 
claiming therefore every idea of employing 
the resources we possess to protract the 
evils of war, disclaiming entirely any in- 
tention to assert that an improved system 
of finance ought to operate as a motive to 
impair the resolution to which F trust we 
shall invariably adhere, of earnestly and in- 
dastriously embracing every occasion that 
may serve to restore to the world the bless- 
ings of peace, I may yet be allowed to say 
that it will be not a little satisfactory to 
reflect that if we should again fail in our 
future, as we have failed in our past at- 
tempts to accomplish that great work, we 
have amply the means of continuing the 
war, if war shall be unavoidable. If 
nothing can bring our enemy to modera- 
‘tion—if nothing will satisfy him short of 
the destruction of all that rémains of inde- 
pendence in Europe, it is consoling to re- 
fiect that if we cannot at once subdue our 
present difficulties, we may at least sur- 
vive them, (Hear! hear !)—By combi- 
ning and applying the great resources which 
the state of the country now affords, we 
may at least hope from our efforts, that 
if the devouring flame which already has 
laid waste the fairest portions of the world, 
should be still permitted to spread itsde- 
structive influence, blasting all that it 
teaches, and threatening all that it ap- 
proaches, we, through the excellence of 
the institutions under which we live, and 
the blessing and protection of an over- 
tuling Providence, may walk unhurt amidst 
the conflagration, and transmit to our 
posterity and the descendants of those 
continental nations which have been ac- 
customed to look and may again look to us 


as the last bulwark and defence of liberty} 


and law, when invaded by tyranny and vio- 
lence, the most important and sacred trust 
that it was ever the lot of man to guard 
and preserve, the splendid inheritance we 
have derived from our ancestors, the un- 
diminished glory and independence of our 
country, and last and best of all, the pure 
and unsullied faith and honour of the Bri- 
tish character and name.—The noble lord 
concluded with laying the following Reso- 


 Jutions on the table, and proposed that the 


consideration of them should: be adjourned 
till Wednesday se’nnight : 
ResonuTions. 

I. Phat the several duties of customs 
granted to his majesty by 43 Geo. HI. c. 
76, by 44 Geo. IT. c. 58, and by the 45 
Geo. HI. c. 39, and also the several du- 

Vou, VIIE. 


ties of excise granted to his majesty by the 
43 Geo. III. c. 81, and by the 46 Geo. III. 
ce. 42, shall be further granted and conti- 
nued, and shall be payable in such pro- 
portions, and for such further terms as 
may be directed by any act or acts of par- 
liament hereafter to be passed for — 
ing thé charge of any loan or loans fs’ be 
charged thereupon in manner hereinafter 
| mentioned, that is to say :—That on every 
loan to be raised on the credit of the said 
several duties, or any of them, and charged 
thereupon, there shall be set apart, out 
of the produce of the said duties and ap- 
propriated to the consolidated fund of 
Great Britain, an annual sum equal to 
ten pounds per centunr on the amount of 
the sum to be raised’ by every such loan, 
out of which annual sum the interest and 
charges of the management of such loan 
shall, in the first instance, be defrayed, 
and a sum equal to the residue thereof 
shall be paid in each year, by equal quar- 
terly payments, into the Bank of England, 
and placed to the account of the commissi~ 
oners for the reduction of the national debt, 
and shall be by them applied in the pur- 
chase or redemption of such public annui- 
ties, charged on the consolidated’ fund of 
Great Britain, as they shall deem most 
‘expedient, until by the operation thereof an 
amount of capital stock of such annuities, 
equal to the capital stock created in con= 
sequence of every such loan respectively, 
shall have béen purchased or redeemed; 
and that whenever and so soon as such © 
amount of capital stock shall have been’ 
so purchased or redeemed, the aforesaid 
annual sumshall be at the disposal of par- 
lament.” 

II. ‘ That the several duties granted to 
his majesty on the profits arising from pro- 
perty, professions, trades, and offices, by 
the acts of 43 Geo. III. c. 122, 45 Geo. 
Ill. c. 15, and 45 Geo, TII.65, shall be 
applicable in like manner for defraying the 
charge of any such loan or loans, so long 
as the said duties shall continue payable by 
virtue of the said acts, aiid nolonger.” 

Ill. 'Fhat the total amount of any loan 
or loans to beso raised and charged shall 
not exceed the sum of 16,000,000/. in any 
one year, or of 210,000,000/. within 14 
years from. this time.” 

IV.‘ That any further or supplementary 
loan or loans’ which’ may be necessary for 
the service of any year beyond the loan or 
loans so charged as aforesaid'on any of 
the — duties above-mentioned’ shall 
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‘be raised on such terms, and subject to 


-liament for redeeming the same within 45 
‘years from its creation; and every such 
‘loan may be charged upon any duties to 


' temporary annuities which may expire, and 


‘demption of the National Debt, beyond 


_ tent only as shall always leave an annual 
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‘such conditions. of redemption as are here- 
inafter specified, videlicet, that an annual 
sum, equal to one per cent. on the capital 
stock created in respect of every such sup- 
plementary loan, shall be issued in equal 
Fak payments to the commissioners 

or the reduction of the national debt; or 
that other provisions shall be made by par- 


be hereafter granted or appropriated by 
‘parliament for such purpose, or on any 


become applicable by parliament, con- 
formably to the provisions of an act made 


'. V. “ That in consideration of the large 
amount which by the effect of the foregoing 
Resolutions will be applicable to the re- 


the sums which, in consequence of any 
Jaw now in force, would be applicable 
thereto; it is reasonable and expedient 
that. the provisions of an act 32 Geo. III. 
£. 55, so far as relates to the redemption 
ofthe several public funds created or to 
be created subsequent to the year 1802, 
cand also that the provisions of an act 42 
Geo. IIIs c. 71, so far as relates-to the re- 
demption of the several public funds 
therein mentioned, should be so altered 
and amended as may be necessary for gi- 
‘ving effectto the principles of the said acts, 
in such manner as may, under the present 
circumstances, be most..beneficial to the 
public interests.” 

-. VI.“ That it is expedient, that whenever 
the whole of the sums applicable to the 
reduction of the National Debt, by virtue 
of any act or actsnow in force, shall have 
‘accumulated to an annual amount exceed- 
ing the amount of the interest payable in re- 
spectof all such public redeemable annuities, 
created at any time previous to the 5th day 
of January, 1807; as shall then remain 
unredeemed, the excess of such annual 
sumis above such interest shall be at the 
disposal of ‘parliament, and may be made 
applicable to the charge of any loan or 
loans thereafter.to -be raised into such 
other-public service as parliament may 
direct, but in such manner and to such ex- 


sum applicable to the reduction of. the 
National Debt, sufficient to redeem every 
part thereof, which existed.previous to the 


at the utmost from the said 22d day of 
June, 1802; and also sufficient to redeem 
évery part thereof created subsequent to 
the said 22d day of June, 1802, within 45 
years at the utmost from the date of its 
creation.” 
VII. “ That whenever the annual sums 
applicable to the reduction of the National 
Debt in respect of any loan or loans to be 
charged as aforesaid in the several war du- 
ties before mentioned, shall exceed the 
amount of the interest payable in respect 
of sucl+ part of the capital stock created in 
respect of any such loan or loans which 
shall then remain unredeemed, the excess 
of such annual sums above such interests 
shall be at the disposal of parliament in 
time of peace, but not iu time of war, and 
in’such manner and to such extent only, 
as that an amount equal to the capital 
stock created by every such loan respec. 
tively shall always be redeemed within 45 
years from the date of the creation of such 
loan.” 

VIII. “ Fhat whenever the annual sums 
applicable to the reduction of the National 
Debt, in respect to any such supplementary 
loan or loans as aforesaid, shall exceed 
the amount of the interest payable in-re. 
spect of such part of the capital stock 
created in respect of any such loan or loans 
as shall then remain unredeemed,. the ex- 
cess of such annual suims above. such in- 
terest, shall be at the disposal of payrtia- 
ment, but in such manner and to such ex» 
tent only as that an amount equal to the 
capital stock created by .every such loan 
respectively shall always be redeemed 
within 45 years from the date of the crea- 
tion of such loan.” 

1X. “ That for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the due execution of the regula- 
tions provided by the above Resolutions, 
separate accounts shall be kept by the 
commissioners for the reduction of the 
National, Debt, of all public funds, or se- 
curities purchased, or redeemed by the 
sums vested in them by virtue of any act 
or acts now in force, or by such sums as 
shall -be vested in them, in respect of any 
loan or loans charged on the aforesaid war 
duties, or any of them, or in respect of 
any Supplementary loan or Joans to be 
raised as aforesaid ; provided nevertheless, 
that the said several sums may be applied 
indiscriminately. in the purchase of any 
such public funds or securities, as the said 
commissioners may think expedient.” 


22d.day of June, 1802, within 45 years 


_X. “ That an account shall be taken, 
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and laid before this house, of the net pro- 
duce of all the permanent taxes for three 
years, ending the 5th day of January, 
1807 ; adding thereto an estimate of the 
future annual produce of such of the said 
taxes as have not been in full receipt during 
that period, with an average thereof; and 
if the net produce of those taxes in the 
years ending the 5th day of January, 1803, 
1809, and 1810, shall in the average of 
those three years exceed such former ave- 
rage, such excess, or any part thereof, shall 
be at the disposal of parliament, and ap- 
plicable to the charge of any loan or loans 
thereafter to be raised, or to such other 
public service as parliament shall direct, 
and so on successively in any future years, 
if the excess of such taxes on an average 
of three years shall exceed the first ave- 
rage by more than the amount of any sums 
which may then have been charged there- 
on; but if on any such three years ave- 
rage there shall appear any deficiency below 
such average, together with such additional 
charge aforesaid, such deficiency shall be 
made good by parliament.” 

XJ. “ That an account shall be annually 
taken, and laid before this house, of the net 
produce of the several war dutieg afore- 
said, and upon an average of three yeais, 
from the 5th day of January, 1807, the an- 
nual net produce thereof shall have fallen 
short of 21,000,000/, Such deficiency 
shall be made good by parliament, and so 
on successively in any subsequent year, 
in which any loan or loans shall be created 
and charged thereupon in manner afore- 
said.” 

Mr. Rose said, he would not detain the 
committee at present, as any observations 
upon this plan would come better after. 
wards. He only wished to suggest, that 
the annuities which the noble lord men- 
tioned as one of the means for carrying 
this measure into effect, had been already 
actually applied by law to the Sinking 
Fund, 

Lord Henry Petty observed, that the 
tight hon. gent.’s recollection failed him, 
It was true, that in 1786 they had been ap; 

-plied as he stated, but in 1802 they had 
been detached from this purpose, ~The 
debate would more properly take place 
after the Resolutions were printed ; and 
:besides the Resolutions, there was a set ‘of 
-Tables illustrative of the different forms 
and modes in which the-plan ‘he had just 
-detailed would operate, and of: which, -al- 
though they could not be regularly laid 
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on the table of the house, he would-take 
care that every member should be provided 
with acopy. [See Appendix to the present 
volume.}] Conscious as he was, that in 
the speech he had just had the honour of 
making to the house, many particulars had 
been omitted, and many things obscurely 
stated, he declared it would give him plea- 
sure to afford every possible information to 
the house on the subject. 4 
Mr. Johnstone, although he allowed that 
it would be preferable to postpone the de- 
bate until after the Resolutions should be 
printed, yet thought one short observation 
necessary ; because, if the impression made 
by the speech of the noble lord were al-— 
lowed to go abroad, the country might be 
induced to entertain an opinion which 
could never be realized. The noble lord 
had displayed great talents and. great elo- 
quence, and the display of those talents 
and that eloquence had been clearly evin-. 
ced by his leading the house, at such a.mo-. » 
ment as the present, when the Income tax 
pressed so hard upon the necessities .of the 
people, and when every alleviation of the 
burthens imposed by that tax had been so 
unprecedentedly and so steadily refused, 
to listen to a detail of the mischiefs which 
would arise from the payment of the na- 
tional debt and from the relief from all 
their taxes. All the noble Jord’s conclu- 
sions proceeded .on the supposition that 
the annual expenditure of the country 
would not exceed 38 millions. Grant him 
that, and the rest followed. What had 
been the consequence of a similar hope 
held out at the beginning of the war, 
namely, that the war could be carried on 
without any increase of debt, by the ope- 
ration of the Sinking Fund? He was sure 
that he should not be suspected of dero- 
gating from the character and talents of 
the noble viscount (Sidmcuth) then at the 
head of bis majesty’s government, for whom 
he entertained the highest. respect; but 
undoubtedly the result of those expecta- 
tions was, that in the fourth year of the 
war; our debt had increased 50 millions on 
account of England, and 17 millions on a¢- 
count of Ireland; being at an average rate 
of--17 millions;annually. He. feared. that 
a similar result would: follow. the noble 
lord’s - calculations.. The noble lord. had 


‘omitted to ‘consider the necessary enhance- 
ment that myst take place inthe price of 
every article required for the service of the 
country. He had made no allowance for 
that.which was inevitables the situation £ 
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the continent, which would call for essen- 
tial aid from this country. There was ano- 
ther point which must immediately cause 
the total failure of the plan. This was the 
state of Ireland. Tbe charges of a civil 
nature in Ireland amounted to 3,800,000/. 
while the whole receipt of the exchequer 
did not exceed 3,670,000/.; it would there- 
fore be out of the power of Ireland to raise 
» within herself the interest of the 5 millions. 
The noble lord had totally omitted to no- 
Aice what must be the result when the two 
exchequers of England and Ireland should 
be united. Then the whole of the interest 
of the 5 millions must be raised in England, 
as Ireland was ungble to do it within her- 
self. Many other points might be men- 
tioned, but these were enough to induce the 
house and the country not to be too san- 
guine in theirexpectations of being enabled 
to carry on the war for 20 years, without 
incurring any additional burthens. It was 
an expectation that could never be realized, 
and the disappointment of the people would 
render them more prone to complain of the 
privations to which they must necessarily 
“be subject, He could not resist saying 
these few words, even under the disadvan- 
tage of the impression that had just been 
made by the noble lord’s eloquence. 
- Lord H. Petty, alluding to that part of 
the hon. gent.’s observations which related 
to Ireland, said, that the hon. gent. must 
be aware that the finances of Ireland rested 
on a footing totally distinct fron those gf 
England; that the system, therefore, with 
regard to the war taxes could not possibly 
at agent extend to that country. 

r. Hiley Addington observed, that after 
the able speech of his noble friend, he would 
not have troubled the house had it not been 
for the allusion to his noble relation, made 
by the hon. gent. His noble relation had 
only said, that supposing the expenditure 
not to exceed 26 millions, the war might 
be carried on without additional taxes. 
This he had before stated in answer to the 
hon. gent. who had, on a former occasion, 
brought the same charge against his noble 
relation. 

: Mr. Parned, in the absence of an hon, 
baronet (sir J. Newport), who had been 
compelled by indisposition to leave the 
house, declared, that owing to the exer- 
‘tions made in Ireland during the last year, 
the revenue of that country had been in- 
creased half a million. A few years ago 
the revenue of Ireland was little more than 
@ million; it now amounted to nearly four 


top 
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millions. The increasing trade, and the 
abolition of injurious restrictions, would 
probably soon augaient this revenue, and 
make the annual income of Ireland bear 
the same proportion to her anuual expen. 
diture, as the annual income of Great 
Britain did to her annual expenditure, 

Mr. Corry, from the experience he had 
in Irish finance, was also of opinion that 
they were in a very promising state. He 
thought, therefore, that the hon. gent, 
Ought to be more guarded in his expres 
sions, lest he should convey a wrong ima 
pression on the public mind. The noble 
lord, whose statements were so clear, and 
who had opened a plan which would be 
satisfactory to all the world, except the 
common enemy of all, had justly observed, 
that his system was not applicable to Ire. 
land at present, whatever it might be afe 
terwards, 

Mr. Joknstone meant no reflection on the 
management of the Irish finances. As to 
the prediction of lord Sidmouth, his argu. 
ment still held good, for that noble lord 
had assumed that the expenditure would 
not go beyond 26 millions, and the noble 
lord opposite also assumed that it would 
not go.beyond 38 millions. ‘The grounds 
of the former prediction bad failed, and 
so might those of the present.—The chair 
mau then reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again on Monday se’nnight. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, February 2. 

[Mrxuvres.] On the motion of the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the thanks of 
the house were ordered to be given to the 
bishop of St. David’s for his sermon 
preached before the house at Westminster 
Abbey, on Friday last ; and his lordship 
was desired to print and publish the same, 
—Lord Eldon gave notice of his intention 
of submitting to their lordships a bill for 
the better and more effectually regulating 
the practice of the court of chancery, as 
far as the same related to suitors whose 
monies were paid into that court to abide 
the event of its decision ; a measure which 
his lordship said, was of the utmost adr 
vantage to the safety of the suitor and the 
ease of the chancellor, and the want of 
which he deeply felt when he himself had 
the honour of filling that office, The lord 
chancellor quitted the woolsack, and decla- 
red: that the noble lord should have his 
sincerest thanks for his attentive conside- 


ration of that object; and he assured him, 
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that it was with infinite satisfaction he 
heard his determination that night, for, 
certainly, as the practice was at present, 
every chancelior must feel considerable 
difficulty in conducting his decisions, and 
in adjusting his judgements with suitors of 
the description adverted to by the noble lord. 

{Stave Trane Asoxition 
Lord Grenville having moved the order 
of the day for the second reading of the 
Slave Trade Abolition bill, observed, that 
those of their lordships who had witnessed 
his extreme anxiety to carry forward this 
important measure with the least possible 
jnterruption, would readily conceive that 
he now felt great regret in finding himself 
under the necessity of proposing a further 
delay. Unfortunately, however, two of 
his noble friends, whose sentiments respec- 
ting this measure it was important the 
house should be iv possession of, and whose 
assistanee he much wished to have upon the 
discussion of. the subject, were tog much 
indispused to be enabled to attend the 
house. He therefore proposed that the 
second reading should be postponed till 
Wednesday.—Ordered, and that the lords 
be summoned for that day. 

The Earl of Westmoreland presented a 
petition from the ship builders, ship own- 
ers, manufacturers, and others of the port 
of London, against the Slave Trade Aboli- 
tion bill; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. A short conversation took place re- 
specting the propriety of hearing counsel 
in behalf of the petitioners against the bill. 

Lord Grenville suggested the propriety 
of making some order upon this subject, if 
it was the pleasure of their lordships to hear 
counsel, in order that they might avoid the 
inconvenience which occurred, of having a 
preliminary discussion of this nature, on 
the very day on which the measure propo- 
sed was to be brought forward. 

The Earl of Westmoreland moved, that 
such of the petitioners as thought fit, 
should be heard by their counsel on the se- 
cond reading of the bill. 

Lord Grenville thought it would be ex- 
pedient to make some regulation with re- 
spect to the hearing of counsel in order to 
prevent unnecessary delay. As to the 
propriety of examining evidence, that of 
course would be decided on, after their 
lordships had heard counsel. He thought, 
however, that it would be sufficient to hear 
one counsel upon each petition, as the 
greater part of the arguments which the 
counsel must necessarily touch upon, had 


already been often repeated, and as it was 
of so much importance to avoid delay, 

Lord Eldon also expressed himself deci- 
dedly hostile to unnecessary delay, but at 
the same time it was of the utmost impor- 
tance that a subject of this magnitude 
should be deeply and closely examined, 
and that the parties whose interests would 
be affected by it, should be fairly and fully 
heard. 

Lord Hawkesbury suggested, that the in- 
terests of the petitioners might be equally 
benefited, and the time of the house less 
taken up, if the petitioners were classed 
according to the interests of those peti» 
tioning, which would be found to be di- 
vided into three ; namely, the old planters 
in Jamaica and other islands, the new 
planters in the island of Trinidad, and the 
shipping and commercial interests of the 
ports of this country, and counsel heard for 
each interest.-—After some further conver= 
sation, the petitioners were ordered to be 
heard by their counsel on Wednesday. 

[ADMINISTRATION OF JusTICE IW 
ScottanD.} Lord Grenville gave notice 
that he should, on this day se’nnight, pres 
sent to the house a bill founded on the 
Resolutions passed last session, for ren- 
dering more effectual the Administration 
of Justice in Scotland.(See vol. vii. p. 730.) 

Lord Hawkesbury expressed a wish that 
full time might be allowed the learned gens 
tlemen of the law in Scotland to make up 
their minds uponsuch acomplicated and ime 
portant measure before it passed intoalaw. 

Lord Grenville said, it was his wish that 
sufficient time should be allowed for the 
consideration of the subject. He must 
however remark, that ample time had al. 
ready been given for its consideration sinee 
last session, during which interval there 
had been an opportunity of obtaining the 
opinions of professional men of eminence 
with respect to the details of the measure, 
If it was meant that an interval of equal 
extent should again be allowed, it was evi- 
dent the measure could not be carried 
through parliament in the course of the 
present session. That some measure of 
this nature should be adopted without 
delay was, he conceived, of the greatest 
importance, not only on account of the 
great defects which were acknowledged to 
exist in the Administration of Justice in 
Scotland, but also on account of the dis. 
credit thrown upon that house, in conse< 
quence of the great number of appeals from 


Scotland, and which, from their being s@ 
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humerous, unavoidably met with much 
delay in their decision. 

Lord Eildon confessed that he felt the 
difficulties as well as the advantages of the 
measure proposed by the noble baron. He 
had been employed in more Appeal causes 
than, he believed, any other man now 
living, and no mancould be more convinced 
of the necessity of such a measure than he 
was. Not only Scotland but Ireland felt 
that necessity. He hoped, however, the 
intended bill would throw more light on 
the question than the resolutions afforded. 
At all events, he should most cheertully 
contribute all that his experience and 
huible abilities enabled him to afford to- 
wards the advancement of the business. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 2. 

[Miwures.] Lord Euston, chairman of 
the Saltash Eleetion committee, reported, 
that that committee had been prevented 
from proceeding on the investigation of the 
miatiers given in charge to it, on Friday 
and Saturday last, in consequence of the 
absence of A. Robarts, esq. one of its mem- 
‘bers; that this day Mr. Robarts did attend, 
and the committee had proceeded to busi- 
ness as usual. Doctor Bailey stated at the 
bar, that Mr. Robarts’s absence was occa- 
sioned by indisposition; and Mr. Robarts 
was excused for having absented himself on 
the above-mentioned days~—Mr. Yorke 
as chairman of the Weymouth Election 
committee, reported that the sitting mem- 
bers were duly elected, and that the peti- 
tion against them was not frivolous or 
wexatious.—Sir G. Heathcote, chairman of 
the Maldon Election committee, reported 
that Mr. L. Hughes, a member of the said 
conunittee, had absented himself, on the 
ground that his presence was necessary in 
Ahe country, in consequence of the alarm- 
ing indisposition of his father. Sir R. 
Wiliams deposed to his belief of the fact, 
and Mr. Hughes was excused from further 
attendance; and the committee empowered 
to proceed without him.—On the motion 
ef Lord Howick, the thanks of the house 
were voted to the Rev. Frederick Barnes, 
the Chaplain, for the excellent sermon. 
preached before the house, at St. Mar- 
garet’s Church, on Friday. Mr. Barnes 
was requested to print the same.—On the 
motion of Mr. Vansittart, the house went 
into a committee on the acts relating to 
the mutual Importation of Spirits between 
Great Britain and Ireland. Mr. V. adyerted 
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to the act of union which had wisely pros 
vided that all articles of the growth-and 
produce of either country, should be re.. 
ceived in the other, on paying the same 
charges as were paid on the home produc, 
tion of the same kind. The drawbacks on 
the spirit intercourse between England and 
Ireland had been regulated on this prin- 
ciple. But the duties being lower in Scot 
jand than in England, advantages had been 
taken in consequence, which went to de- 
fraud the revenue in England, and to ims 
pede the distilleries in Ireland. With a view 
to correct these-evils, he should move, that 
the chairman be instructed to move for 
leave to bring in a bill to suspend, for a 
time to be limited, the drawbacks on the 
mutual importation of spirits between Great 
Britain and Ireland; and also to suspend 
the countervailing duty on the importation 
of the Irish spirits into Scotland, so as to 
give the Irish distiller a fair competition 
with the Scotch and English. The chair- 
man reported, and leave was given to bring 
in a bill accordingly. —Lord Folkestone gave 
notice, that to-morrow he would move for 
leave to bring in a bill to constitute into a 
law the regulation of the house for giving 
notice to parties in cases of Controverted 
Election.—Mr, Rose gave notice, that on 
Wednesday he should move for certain 
financial papers, calculated to afford infore 
mation which was requisite to satisfy 
doubts which were entertained as to the 
first Financial Resolution submitted by the 
noble lord opposite, on Friday. In answer 
to lord Henry Petty, Mr. Rose stated that 
the accounts he wished for were intended 
to show the quantity of certain articles 
imported before the commutation. 

(TREASURERSHIP OF THE Navy.] Mr, 
Sheridan, in rising, pursuant to notice, to 
move for leave to bring in a bill for the fur- 
ther regulation of the office of Treasurer 
of the Navy, did not think it necessary to 
go at length into the grounds of his motion, 
as the facts which rendered such a bill ne- 
cessary were within the knowledge of the 
house. Ona recent occasion, doubts had 
been entertained by the Judges as to the 
construction of the act of his present ma- 
jesty, which was intended to prevent the 
Treasurer of the Navy from making any 
extraordinary emolument of the public 
mouey eutrusted to his charge for official 
purposes. It was necessary to remove 
those doubts, and though some hesitation 
had existed as to the best means of re- 
moving them, no doubt whatever was 
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entertained of the fact that they ought to 
be removed. A short act of parliament 
had, at length, been determined upon as the 
best mode of removing them, and of regu- 
lating the future management of the navy 
money, in the manner best adapted to the 
ublic service, and productive of the least 
possible inconvenience to the bank.. Mr. 
§. moved accordingly, and leave was given 
to bring in the bill. . 
‘TFreasury Bite.] Sir 
John Newport moved the order of the day, 
for the house to resolve itself into a com- 
mittee on the Irish Treasury Bills bill. He 
hoped that, before the Speaker quitted the 
chair, the house would indulge him with a 
few words, for the purpose of clearing up 
some doubts, with reference to a statement 
made by an hon. member (Mr. Johnstone) 
on aformer night. In moving to bring in 
this bill for raising 1,000,000/. by ‘Treasury 
Bills, for the service of Ireland, he trusted 
it would not be thought that he had claimed 
an. unwarrantable confidence, when it was 
considered that a power had been given the 
Irish government to raise half a million for 
the service of the last year, which power 
had not been used, nor had any Treasury 
bills been issued. —He would ask, whether 
itcould with justice be presumed, that the 
Irish Finances could be in thesituation that 
hon. member had described them, when 
the Irish government had not found it ne- 
cessary to avail itself of a power to raise 
half a million of money? In fact, there 
had been no occasion for making use of 
that power; on the contrary, be had been 
able to discharge a debt due from the Irish 
Treasury to the English ‘l'reasury, of a sum 
of 276,000/. advanced by the English 
Treasury, for payment of the lottery prizes 
in 1802. ‘That was no proof of a failure of 
the Irish Finances, After payment of that 
sum, there remained, allowing for the sub- 
sistence of the army, a sum of upwards of 
500,000/. belonging to Ireland. He was ex- 
_ tremely sorry he had not been present on 
Thursday, when the noble lord near him (H. 
Petty) had made so. very happy a statement 
ofthe finances of GreatBritain, But he depre- 
cated all comparison between the finances 
of G. Britain and the finances of Ireland. But} 
though Ireland was not in that prosperous 
situation with respect to capital, industry, 
and commerce, which would enable her to 
~ a large portion of ber expences within 
e year, she was far from being in a si- 
vation of financial failure or depression, 
E.revyenue was more than. adequate to 
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the payment of the interest of her debt and 
the sinking fund, and, with that ability, and 
with the sums in hand, which he had men- 
tioned, she could not be considered in.a 
state of failure or depression, as she bad 
been represented by an hon. gent. on the 
night he alluded to. The revenue of Ire- 
land was 3,800,000/. which was far above 
the interest of its debt and Sinking Funds 

Mr. Johnstone regretted that he was not 
in the house when the hon, baronet began 
his speech, but he seemed to intinvate that 
he (Mr. J.) had taken advantage of his 
absence. He wished the hon. baronet had 
been present to have heard him. He did not 
say that Jreland was in a bankrupt state, 
nor had attempted to convey any such im- 
pression. His argument was, that as the 
irish revenue was only equal to the pays 
ment of the interest of the debt, and to 
the defraying of civil charges, it followed 
that she must raise 4,000,000/. by way of 
loan. He did not take the revenue too 
low, for he took it at 3,800,000/. as the 
hon. baronet had stated it, though, if he 
had taken it lower, speaking from the do. 
cuments before him, he could not have 
been properly chargeable with error. If 
the hon. baronet therefore made a speech 
in order to combat a charge of bankruptcy, 
he spoke with regard to a charge that exe 
isted only in imagination. He had not 
said that Ireland was in a state of bank- 
ruptcy ; he had only said, that as. she could 
not raise the greater part of the supplies 
within the year, she must have recourse to 
joans here, and that this would interfere 
with the noble lord’s plan. 

Sir J. Newport knew of no civil cherges 
on the revenue of Jreland, nor of any 
charges beyond the interest of its debt and 
sinking fuad. These amounted to 3,132,0002. 
which, deducted from the revenue. of 
3,800,000/.,left a surplus of near 700,000L 
applicable to the current expences. 

Mr. Johnstone observed, that the hen. 
baronet’s statement confirmed bis allega- 
tion on the former night. The Irish part 
of the point charged being 5,300,000/, and 
the surplus of revenue applicable towards 
it being but 700,000/. there would remaia 
to be borrowed 4,600,000/. instead of 
4,000,000/. as he had stated.—The bill 
then went through the committee. 

(Tutrp Mititary Rerort—Conpuct 
or Mr. ALExanpER Davison.) Lord 
Archibald Hamilton stated, that since he 
had given notice of his intention to bring 
forward @ motion respecting the Third Re- 
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port of the Commissioners of Military In- 
quiry, he had understood that proceedings 
upon the subdject were now pending in the 
Treasury. Under this circumstance, and 
having communicated with his noble friend 
(lord H. Petty), he was apprehensive that, 
if he made the motion, he should be tres- 
passing upon what was the province of the 
treasury, and interfering with their ar- 
Fangements ; but he hoped the house would 
indulge him while be read the motion 
which he had intended to have stibmitted, 
and stated the peculiar situatiow m which 
he felt himself placeds He had intended 
tohave moved; that the attorney-general 
should be instructed to take the necessary 
measures to ascertain, and secure, by due 
course of law, such sums as should ap. 
pear to be due té the public from Mr. 
Alexander Davison, in consequence of the 
transactions disclosed in the Third Report 
of the Commissioners of Military Inquiry. 
If it should appear to the house, that he 
had been somewhat hasty ir giving his no- 
tice of the motion, he trusted the importance 
_of the subject, and the nature of the frau- 
dulent and iniquitous transactions at 
which his notice was directed, would suf- 
ficiently excuse him. A charge of being 
too forward to institute enquiry against 
fraud and peculation, was a charge from 
which he should not shrink. Ais he ima- 
gined there were many members who 
would have been glad to have delivered 
their opinions upon such a subject, he 
feared lest they should feel some mortifica- 
tion at the opportunity being denied them, 
in consequence of his having relinquished 
his motion. He felt it his duty to state 
the view with which he had taken up the 
subjects He bad considered that the re- 
port having beem made, it was far from 
creditable that it should have been suffered 


to: have remained so long on the table un- 
noticed. Theopinion he hud at first form- 
ed respecting the transactions developed 
by the report, he was by no means disposed 


to abandon. 
would have been more desireable for the 


house to have: instituted’ some process: 
against Mr. Alexander Davison, than that’ 


it should have been done by the treasury. 
Indeed, he-had not yet wholly relinquished 
that opinion, though certainly by his’ com- 
munications with his noble friend, it had 
been very much weakened. The enor 
mity of the offence was so great, and-so-ge- 
’ geral and extensive in its operation, that it 
called for the most. public. and exemplary 


He had considered, that it. 


punishment. Nothing could be more des 
structive to a governnient than those 
agents, who while they Were well paid fop 
the duties they performed, yet made usg 
of the confidence reposed in them to plum 
der the public. 

The Speaker here interrupted thé nobl¢ 
lord, and said, that if he did not mean to 
propose any motion, it would be inconves 
nient and improper to enter upon the pars 
ticulars in a case of this nature. 

Lord A« Hamilton again rose, and said, 
that he was sorry to trespass On the attens 
tion of the house, but all that he had said, 
or meant to have said, was intended merely 
to account for the line of conduct which he 
had pursved in this business. 

Lord H. Petty was sensible of the irres 
gularity of prolonging the discussion, but 
hoped he should be excused for taking thig 
opportunity of explaining to the house the 
proceédings which the treasury bad thought 
it right to adopt upon the third report of 
the Commissioners of Military Inquiry, 
which he was not surprised to’ find had até 
tracted’ the notice of his noble friend, and 
of the house’ in general. No’ delay had 
taken place in the steps whicli the treasury 
had thought it its duty to pursue; and it 
would under these circumstances be an ims 
putation that ministers had not used pros 
per activity, if the house should take the 
prosecution out of their hands, and institute 
steps of its own. The connnissioners of 
barrack accounts had very properly com 
munieated to the lords of the treasury their 
opinion, that it was very necessary Mr 
Davison should produce his'cash: account 
with the barrack-master-general. The lords 
had'‘inconsequence directedthecommission- 
ers to call for this account ; they had writteu 
two letters to Mr. Davison, containing a des 
mand to that effect; no answer had’ been re- 
turned to these letters, and the commisson- 
ersreported the fact to the lords of the trea 
sury. The lords of the treasury then called 
peremptorily on Mr. Davison: to produce 
the account, and’ Mr. Davisow did. reply to 


Fthem, assigning a domestic calamity as the 


excuse for his delay, and declaring his'reas 
diness to give such information as to his 
cash account as he could give’ ;: but stating; 
that as his cash actount was mixed! with 
his other accounts, it wae’ impossible’ he 
could give # clear view of it. This an+ 
swer was referred to’ the’ commitsioners) 
whe stated pon it that it was not satis 
factory ;\ and that if the accounts kept by 
Mr. Davisory were in sucha fortty as’ to: be 
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useful at all, the information which the 


¢ommissioners wished could be ‘collected 
. from them. The lords of the treasury up- 


‘on this ordeted the Third Report of ‘the 
Cominissioners of Military Inquiry, and 
the correspondence between the barrack 
commissioners and the treasury and Mr, 
‘Davison, to be laid before the attorney and 
‘golicitor general, for their opinion, as to 
what steps ought to be tuken to obtain the 
disclosure of the cash account, and to have 

ystice done to the public in the recovery 
‘of what was due to it. The attorney and 
solicitor general reported their opinion, 
and recommended as the more speedy 
‘mode of proceeding, if parliament should 
concur in the opinion, that a bill should be 
‘passed, enabling the commissioners of bar- 
tack accounts to call upon Mr. Davison to 
produce his books, and to enforce his com- 


‘pliance, rather than to institute proceedings 


‘to that effect in the exchequer. He be- 
lieved, his learned friend the attorney-gene- 
ral_ was prepared to submit a motion to 
that effect this night. It was not compe- 
‘tent to him to say, in the present stage of 


- the business, whether any evidetice upon 


which to ground a criminal prosecution 
would be found ; but if it should, the at- 
“‘torney and solicitor general would be in- 
structed by the lords of the treasury to 
institute proceedings upon it. Mr. Da- 
‘vison had written to the lords of the trea- 
‘sury, stating that he would produce an 
account in his own defence, which would 
‘prove satisfactory. ‘But unless he could 
produce his cash account, the noble lord 
did not see how,it could be satisfactory. 
The commissioners, however, had called 
for the cash account by the direction of the 


"treasury, and directious had been given for 
_ the recovery of the sums due; évery step, 


therefore, that could possibly be taken, had 


‘been resorted to, and therefore he flat- 


‘tered himself that his noble friend would 
hot repent the fair and ctndid manner in 
which he had consented to withdraw his 
‘motion, | 
~The Attorney-General then moved, tha®| 
‘there be laid before the house the com- 
Mission appointing Charles Herries, esq. 
ahd W. Bragge, esq. commissioners for 

accounts. He also gave notice, 
‘that he ‘shotild to-tnorrow for leave to 
bring in a bill, to invest the commissioners 
for enquiring into the barrack accounts with; 
the same powers to ‘examine persons. on 
Oath, asthe Commissioners of army 


Vor. VIII. 


“PARL! DEBATES, Clergy Bill. 


“HOUSE OF ComMONS. 
Tuesday, February 3. 
[Muxures.] A ballot ‘took place for a 
committee to try and determine the merits 
of the Shrewsbury Election Petition. The 
following gentlemen were appointed as the 
committee :—James Buller, esq., right hon. | 
N. Vansittart, W. Gore, esq., H. Fawcett, 
esq., lord Folkestone, R. C. Ferguson, esq., 
H. C. Montgomery, esq., Oswald Mark- 
ham, esq., R. Sheldon, esq., hon. John 
Ramsay, R. C. Carew, esq., hon. W, Quin, 
hon. J. Pierce. Nominees ; George John- 
stone, esq., Francis Horner, esq.—The 
Attorney-General, pursuant to’ notice, 
moved for, and obtained leave to bring in, 
a bill for investing certain commissioners 
for enquiring into the expenditure of the 
Barrack Department, with powers to exa- 
mine parties on oath, and to call for papers 
and accounts. Mr. Rose entirely approved 
of the measure proposed by the learned 
gent., and gave notice, that on Thursday 
next he should move, {pra copy of the 
opinion of his majesty’s attorney and soli- 
citor general upon the transactions in the . 
Barrack Department.—Mr. Biddulph re- 
newed his former notice of a motion, for a 
lcommittee to enquire whether any alle- 
Giation of the public burthens “might not 
be procured by the abolition of unneces- 
sary and Sinecure Places for Tuesday next. 
{Scorcn CLercy Brrr.) Mr. Kenrick 
presented ‘a petition from the Committee 
of the commission of the general assembly 
of the charch of Scotland, setting forth, 
‘* that the petitioners are a committee ap- 
pointed by the commission of the genera! 
assembly of the church of Scotland, held 
at Edinburgh upon the 19th of Nov. 1806, 
witb instructions to attend to the progress 
of any bill that may be jntroduced into par- 
liament founded on the Resolutions lately 
entered into by the house of lords, re- 
specting the coarts of law in Scotland, and 
to adopt every prudent and temperate mez- 
sure for maintaining the established rights 
end privileges: of the Clergy of the church 
of Scotland ; and that the petitioners have 
been informed, that a bill has’been brought 
into the house for suspending, for a limited 
‘time, the powers vested in the court of ses- 
sion as commissioners of Temds by an act 
of the Scots parliament, passed in the year 
1707, and for certain other purposes ; 
and as the petitioners are convinced, that 
the provisions of the said bill will be highly 


prejudicial to the interests of the Clergy 
of Scotland, therefore Praying, that” the 
2R 
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same may not be passed into.a law, or at, 
least that, before any farther proceedings 
take place with regard to it, they may be 
heard, by. their counsel, at the bar of the 

_ house, against the same being passed into 
a law.” On the motion that the petition 
do lie on the table, 

Mr, Wilberfurce said, he had not yet 
had sufficient opportunity of acquiring the 
necessary information upon the subject, 
but from the little information he had ob- 
tained, he was induced to think that it 
would be more adviseable to hear counsel 

before the house should go into-a com- 
mittee on the bill, because then gentlemen 
would in that case be in possession of the 
leading objections urged by the petitioners 
against the bill, and perhaps it would ap- 
pear that all such might be so modified in 
the committee, as entirely to satisfy all 
parties ; an object which, whether he consi- 
dered the character of the learned lord 
with whom the bill originated, or the great 
respectability of that class of men who had 
now petitioned against it, was with bim 
one of no inconsiderable importance. 

The Speaker felt it his duty to acquaint 
the house, that as the bill-in question had 
been read a second time, it was not the 
regular usage to hear petitioners by their 
counsel at the bar, in any stage so inter- 
mediate as that in the present instance. 
When the bill was committed, it would be 
for the committee to exercise its own 
discretion; but it was wore usual for 
the house to hear counsel upon the report 
being brought up. 

Mr. Adam begged leave to observe, that 
no counsel could be heard in the present 
stage of the bill, and that were it even not 
irregular it would be inconvenient, for that 
he was satisfied the objections of the clerg 
of Scotland, for whom he entertained the 
most unfeigned respect, went rather to the 

_ apprehended modifications of the bill, than 
_ to the principle of the bill itself, for it was 
neither in the nature, nor was it any part 
of the object of the bill, to take away any 

' privilege, or to infringe upon any right. 
He assured the hon. gent. and the house, 
that nothing was more foreign to the minds 
‘of those with whom the bill originated, 
than auy sentiment hostile to the true in- 
terests of the Scotch Clergy. The object 
.° of the bill was merely to suspend for a li- 
mited time, and a very limited time, cer- 
tain proceedings pending before the com- 
‘missioners of Teinds, relative to the aug- 
mentation of stipends. The court of ses- 


sions, of which those commissioners were 
members, would terminate its sittings ou 
the 12th of Maich, and not resume them 
before the 12th of May, but the time of 
suspension was not to exceed the first day 
of the subsequent sessions: where then, 
he asked, was the ground for any reason 
able complaint of delay, when the recess 
was to commence so soon, aud the 
time of suspension was to be limited by its 
termination ? 
The Lord Advocate of Scotland said, he 
should desire no better testimony to the 
sincerity of his good wishes to the Church 
of Scotland than that of the Scotch Clergy 
themselves. ‘Taught, he might say, from 
his infancy, to hold that respectable class 
of the community in proper estimation, he 
did not think that he could be supposed 
capable of deliberately introducing into 
that house any measure that could, in the 
lightest degree, tend to detract from their 
privileges, or to alienate their rights : so far 
from it, that he had it in his intention to 
submit, upon a future day, to that house, 
some measure for rendering them more 
secure and permanent. He was, however, 
as willing as any gentlemen in that house 
could be, to hear the petitioners by their 
coynsel: he was anxious that no possible 
channel of information upon that subject 
should be closed. The principle of the 
bill was not objected to, but the modifi- 
cations which the bill should undergo when 
in the committee. He was persuaded that 
when the blanks wer- filled up in thecom- | 
mittee, the petitioners would then see the 
bill in a clear point of view, and feel, as he 
did now, how groundless were their appre- 
hensions. When he bad the honour of 
submitting that bill to the house, he felt 
happy in the consciousness of introducing 
a regulation that he believed would be be- 
neficial to the church of Scotland: but if 
it should appear otherwise ; if there was the 
least ground to suspect that it might be 
productive of any consequences injurious 
to the Scots Clergy, he should feel still 
bgreater happiness in immediately with. 
drawing it.—The petition was then, toge- 
ther with another on the same subject, 
ordered to lie on the table, till the report 
‘of the bill; and the committee on the 
Scotch Clergy bill was put off to Thursday, » 
HOUSE OF LORDS. - 
Wednesday, February 4. 
StaveTRrapz 
having been called in, pursuant to 
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Mr. Plumer and Mr. Dallas attended, on 
behalf of the West-India merchants; Mr. 
Alexander, for the merchants of Liver: 
pool; Mr. Scarlet, for the merchants and 

anters of the islands of Jamaica and Tri- 
nidad; and Mr. Clarke, on the part of the 


"+ gorporation of Liverpool, and the trustees 


of the dock of that port. ‘The arrange- 
ment with respect to the order in which 


~ the learned counsel for the several inter- 


ests should be heard, having been r€fer- 
red to their own decision; Mr. Alexan- 
der, for the merchants of Liverpool, first 
addressed their lordships, and concluded 
with requesting that, according to the prayer 
of the petitioners for whom he appeared, 


_ witnesses might be called in.—The coun- 


sel having been ordered to withdraw, 

» Lord Grenville said, that for the purpose 

he then had in view, it would not be at 
all necessary to enter into the general 


' question; the simple enquiry was, whe- 


ther, in the present situation of things, it 
_ was or Was not expedient to hear the de- 
positions of the witnesses, according to the 
recommendation of the learned counsel. 
In his opinion, there could be no ground 
for this mode of proceeding, unless their 
lordships thought that this was a subject 


utterly unknown to them; and that in con- 
_ sequence of the deficiency of all former ex- 
perience and information, it was necessary 
togo into a Jong and formal examination of 


the matter, ‘This was not the first time, or 
the first year,.that the enquiry was made be- 
fore their lordships: it was the 20th year 
‘in which it had been brought under their 
consideration ; and there was no one ses- 
sion during that long period in which it 
had not been, in some form or other, sub- 
mitted to the investigation of parliament. 
Could any individual peer suppose, that, 
to enable him to decide on the principle of 
this bill, it was expedient to examine how 
far the local interests of the ship-owners of 
Liverpool were concerned, and what were 
their comparative profits in the subsisting 
intercourse between Africa and the West 
Tudies ? This bill was not offered to their 
lordships, because the capital of no a 
_ tish subjects was employed in the Slave 
Trade, or because no British mariners 
were engaged in it; but expressly because 
the property and persons -of the subjects 


_ Of this realm were engaged in it: and 


hence it called upon the justice and huma- 


_ hity of theis lordships to prevent this mis- 


application both of’ the one and the other. 
_ Their lordships'were not now to determine, 


if a few more or a few less ships were de- 

voted to this commerce, but to wipe away~ 
the disgrace of this country, by the direc- 

tion thus given to the industry and talents | 
of British merchants, The learned coun- 
sel, by shewing that the capital of this de- 
scription of persons was largely concerned, 
in part supplied the motive on whieh the 
proposal for the abolition was founded. 
Thus, without any confirmation from the 
witnesses proposed, all the facts that were 
material were admitted. It might be ea- 
sy to shew, that particular items to which 
the learned counsel adverted, did not ope 
rate in aid of his argument: thus, the pre- 
miums paid to insurers were not to be 
deemed all profit ; they were a considera- 


‘tion for certain risk, and were in propor- 


tion to the hazard to which the’ property 
would be exposed. The principal motive, 
then, of the bill was, that British capital 
was engaged in the trade; and an addi-. 
tional instigation to the adoption of it, was, 
that in the present posture of affairs, it © 
could be supported by no other capital ; 
so that, by withdrawing the subjects of this 
country from the commerce, it would be 
effectually abolished. 
Lord Eldon was willing to admit, that, 
in the instance now before their lordships, 
the examination of ‘witnesses would not be 
necessary ; but he was anxious to enter his 
protest against any determination not to 
hear evidence in a future stage of the pro- 
ceeding. It was true that this grave and 
important subject had been long under dis- 
cussion ; but it was not merely expedient to 
shew that this trade was contrary to jus- 
tice and humanity. Admitting it to be so, 
the circumstances, the mode, and the time 
of its abolition, were proper matters of 
consideration. What had been the course 
of proceeding? A noble lord, in the last | 
session, had brought forward Resolutions, 
which embraced a vast deal more than 
was comprised in the present bill: those 
extended to the total abolition of the Slave | 
Trade. He did not believe that the mea- 
sure now proposed would diminish the tran- 
sport of negroes, or that a single individual 
would be preserved by it; at the same time 
that it would be utterly destructive of the 
British interests involved in that commerce. 
This house was always disposed fo proceed 
with deliberation and with justice; and in 
pursuance of that line of conduct, it had de- 
termined not to hear the evidence on thisaf- 
fair in a committee above stairs. He trusted 
that the same discretion would be now em- 
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ployed ; and. that, if any. important facts 
were to beascertained, the witness would be 
heard at their lordships’ bar. Was. it right, 
because there was a. change of men, 
“pe of public measures in consequence, 
that the interests of these petitioners should 
be disregarded; and what. was before de- 
termiged to be fit matter of enquiry, should 
now be rejected, as immaterial and inap- 
icable? If these interests. had any ex- 
tencé, redress ought to be given, compen- 
sations ought to be assigned ; and the ex- 
tent of these could ouly be ascertained by 
testimony, He would repeat, that he did 
not contend thut evidence should now, be 
heard; but he thought it extremely, pro- 
bable that, on further. progress, it would 
_ be discovered that witnesses ought tobe 
examined, ry 
. Earl Grosvenor was very, anxious to do’ 
justice to all parties, but thought that to 
hear evidence in this stage of the enquiry, 
“would be useless, and would be a. depar- 
_ture from the propriety of their lordships’ 
proceedings, There. were many occasions 
on which it was extremely desirable to hear 
evidence, especially where the. subject was 
novel: but this was not a case of that 
sort; much testimony, had already been 
supplied, which was still in the recollec- 
tion of their lordships. Indeed, so com- 
-pletely had the question been examined, 
that resolutions had been entered into, co- 
inciding with those passed in another 
- place, that a termination should be put to 
this nefarious trade. If the learned coun- 
sel wished to prove that the great lord 
Somers was auxiliary in passing certain 
Lills favourable. to the trade, or that char- 
ters, at various times, had been granted to 
favour it, no depositions in the form now 
proposed were at all necessary. If he 
were desirous of shewing, that after the bill 
should have passed intoa law, the merchants 
would be ruined, and they must throw 
themselves. upon,.the liberality of parlia- 
ment, neither, did this require any immedi- 
ate confirmation; the proper time to ad+ 
duce. such proof would be when the mea- 
sure, productive of such effects, had be- 
come the law of the land, The same might 
be said as toany evidence applicable to mere 
speculative propositions, After the) reso- 
lutions their Jordships. had come. to last 
year, jt would not be corisistent with their 
dignity. to enter into such a mode of exa- 
mining the fitness of their own deliberate 
determinations, 


Lord Hawkesbury said, that with, regard 
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to. the immediate question. now before the 
house, he very much concurred with. big 
wOble and, learned friend (lord Eldon), that 
AO) Witnesses..need at preseut be called, 
Whether in a future stage it would be right 
to have recourse to such assistance, it wag 


not now necessary to enquire; he should . 


on this subject reserve his opinion for the 
proper occasion when it should be expe, 
dient to declare it. He was nat disposed, 
however, to be equally silent on the con. 
cluding sentiment delivered by the no 
earl who had, just. sat down, which, j 
adopted, would defeat the purposes of all 
parliamentary deliberation. He said, ‘that 
because the house in the last session thought 
it, expedient to give its opinion on the 
subject of the. slave trade, it would be now 
inconsistent with its dignity to, examine 
witnesses on the subject matter of thig 
bill, This was to assert that. their lord, 
ships were tobe so bound by their 


precluded from hearing testimony as te 
matters, however strongly urged by counsel, 
aud however important to the decision.on 
the merits of the present bill. Were the 
resolutions passed, during the last session 
to be considered in a more serious \jght 


than a bill which had gone through -the 


progressive steps, until it was finally transs 
mitted to the commons? Such a bill might 


cited as no authority by which the opinion 
of their lordships should be governed. Jt 
was obvious that such resolutions were not 
to prevent the exercise of their delibera. 
tive functions, and thus much he thought 
it necessary to say, that these functions 
might remain entire and unimpaired, 

Lord Holland pertectly agreed with bis 
noble friend (earl Grosvenor), and thought 
that the commentary of the noble lord whe 
had just sat down, originated in a misaps 
prehension of the terms employed. The 
noble earl did not say that the previous 
opinion declared, however solemnly, should 
preclude all examination of any future 
measure connected with the same subject; 
but he said that when such adetermination 


wd made, that the trade was contrary to 


‘the broad principles of justice and huma- 


nity, it would not become the dignity of the 


‘house to enter into minute enquiries into, 


thé precise profits, of which the adventus 


ers would be deprived. This was the sen- 


timent expressed by the noble earl, and 


fsupported, by the general tenour of his 


former determination, that they were tobe 


be rejected, and could, in such case, be’ 


= | 
| 
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peither subversive of the constitutional pri- Sdly, the catastrophe -which. had befallen 


of their lordships, uor destructive}the island. of Dominico... How the 


of their deliberative functiogs in any par-|lives which had been lost there to be'sup- 


Duke of Clarence was of opinion! .Lord Holland observed, that, acgorda 


that the counsel t not to be allowed to}ing to the speech of thé learned counsel, 


call evidence im the present case. His} theovists .were...these ..that- had. stated 
reason wus, that all the evidence necessary | facts as they were, and them the learned 
to illustrate the interests of the petitioners | counsel proposed to call. men of expe- 
was before the house. Their lordships bad {rience to prephesy to the house the: ¢f 
materials enough before them to form their | fect which this measure would produce im — 
gment. His royal highness, bre 
yeserved. to himself the right of considering} The Bishop of London. declared, that 
whether it would not be necessary to hear| after the ample.evidence which bad: been 
evidence on other points, produced, particularly in the examinations 
Mr. Clarke was. then heard as counsel } before the privy council, and the discussions 
for the corporation of ‘Liverpool. Hejwhich -had already jtaken. place on,this 


 gsked: leave to examine Mr, Foster, to| subject, much. doubted: whether,all the 


what.-effect the state of that island 


would be sufficient to invalidate the proofs 


ee the interest which the corporation of|evidence which counsel, could . produce, 


rerpool had in the wet docks of that port: 
Lord Grenville moved, that. the next 
counsel be heard. Ordered.—Mr, Plumer 
was.called in, and addressed their lordships 
as. counsel. for the planters, &c. of, the 
island of Jamaica. He concluded: by re- 
questing the permission of the house to ex- 
amine the earl of Balcarras. 
. The Lord Chancellor asked what facts 
the counsel expected lord Balcarras to 
prove? 
_ Mr. Plamer observed, that from the 
long period his lordship had been governor 
of the island of Jamaica, be would be able 
to point out the consequence of the aboli- 
tion of the. West-India colonies. 
_ Lord Grenville remarked, that it was ir- 
regular to examine witnesses at their lord- 
ships’ bar, who had no. facts to state, but 
were merely called to explain: their views 
‘and opinions. Facts might be sworn to, 
but prophecies could not... That kind of 
evidence was not fit for their lordships to 
hear, nor. for others to give. He moved, 
that the next.counsel be called in. 
The Duke af Ciareacedid not oppose the 
motion, but he observed, that since the 
evidence. was last heard on this subject by 
their lordships, akerations had.oceurred.in 
the state af the West Indies, which might 
render it necessary to hear further evidence. 
re were three principal points of which 

lis royal highness thought it necessary to 
their lordships: 1st, The evacua- 
tion of the island of St. Domingo by the 
British troops, which left it ta be conside- 
might have on Jamaica. 2dly,.the.posses- 


to. 


nof the island of Trinidad, which was, as, 
Cultivation, almost in a visgin state. 


of the cruelty of, thistrade, The. persons 
who then gave evidence, were men of high 
distinction, and unquestionable veracity. 
He deprecated. any delay, which might 
prove fatal, Every moment was precious ; 
aumbers of poor Africans werenow perish- 
ing in the holds of slave ships, and suffer+ 
ing incredible hardships in the seasoning, 
which would be increased if this measure 
were unnecessarily delayed+—The motion 
was then put and. carried. After Mer. 
Scarlet had been heard, by 
Lord. Eldon moved, “ that an humble 
address be presented to his majesty, that 
there: might be laid on the table of the 
house copies of the correspondence between 
the then secretary of state aad the govera~ 
ment. of Trinidad, in 1799; respecting 
grants of lands to be made to any persons 
settled in that island.” . 
Lord Grenville said, be should not object 
to this motion, but.believed that no suck 
permission would be fousd to have been 
granted to the government of TrinRiad ;.as 
it was in the contemplation of governments 
at that period, that if theisland should te~ 
main. after peace to this country, no encous 
ragement snould be given to any new attd 
large importation of negroes into that setq 
tlement, and that no steps should be taken 
with respect to that island, which should 
obstruct any ulterior measures respecting 
the abolition of the slave trade,—He then 
moved, that the order for the second 
reading pf the bill be discharged, and thet 
the bill be read a second time to-morrow, 
clearly wishing it to be understood, ‘that 
the debate on the maka question would thes 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Wednesday, February 4. 
{Mrnvres.] Mr. J. Fane, chairman of 
the committee appointed to try the merits 
of ‘the’ petition > rk of an undue 
election for the borough of Thetford, fe- 
ported that the committee had decided 
that Thomas Creevey, sq. was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned; and 
_ that James Mingay, esq. was not duly elec. 
ted, and ought not to have been returned, 
and that the petition was not frivolous nor 
vexatious.—Sir G. Heathcote, chairman of 
the Maldon election committee, reported, 
that ithad determined that B. Gaskill, esq. 
was not duly elected, and that Charles 
Western, esq. was duly elected, and ought 
to have been returned, and that the oppo- 
sition to the petition was not frivolous nor 
vexatious.—Mr. Atkyns Wright, from the 
select committee appointed to try and de- 
termine the merits of the Petition com- 
oat! of an undue election and return 
for the ‘borough of Penryn, informed the 
house, that the said committee have deter- 
mined, that sir Christopher Hawkins, bart. is 
not duly elected ; tfat Henry Swann, esq. 
is duly elected ; that Jobn Trevanion, esq., 
the petitioner, ought to have been returned ; 
_ that the said -Jobn Trevanion, esq. is duly 
- elected; that the said petitions did not 
either of them appear to the said commit- 
tee to be frivolous or vexatious; and also 
that the opposition of sir C. Hawkins to 
the said petitions did not appear to be fri- 
volous or vexatious. The deputy clerk of 
the crown was ordered to attend the house 
to-morrow to amend the said retarns.— 
Mr. Atkyns Wright also acquainted the 
house, that the said select committee had 
@ome to several Resolutions, which they 
had directed him'to report to the house ; 
and he read the report in his place, and af- 
terwards delivered it in at the table, where 
the same was read, and is as followeth, viz. 
“Resolved, that it appears to thiscommittee, 
that sir Christopher Hawkins, bart. has, by 
himself and agents,been guilty of briberyand 
ebrrupt practices, to influence the last elec- 
_ tion for the borough of Penryn. That John 
Stona the elder, James Edgcombe, the rev. 
Robert Dillon, and other persons, being 
electors for’ the said- borough of Penryn, 
Were engaged’ in, and parties’to,’ the said 
bribery and corrupt practices.” Ordered, 
that ‘the said report«be taken into further 
consideration on the 23d instant; that the 
said report be printed. for the members of 


the house; and that the ‘minytes ofthe pro- 


[ceedings of the said committee be laid bee 


fore the house.—Mr. Parnell moved, that 
the order for taking the Mayo-election pe? 
tition into consideration on the 24th of 
February, be discharged, with a view to 
postpone it to some early day in April! 
The precedents of the conduct adopted by 
the house in the cases of ‘the Aberdeen, 
Dublin, and Londonderry election - petis 
tions, he urged as the grounds upon which 
the party founded his motion, The absencd 
of a material witness, the circumstance of 
an eminent barrister, who was engaged to 
support the petition, being absent on other 
professional avocations, and a matter of 
general consideration’ in such cases, the 
distance of the place, he conceived to be 
additional grounds for inducing the house 
to comply with the object’ of his motion, 
Mr. Corry opposed the motion, as he 
could not possibly see that there was any 
analogy between the eases, which the hon, 
member had cited as precedents, and that 
which was the subject of the present mos 
tion. In the county of Mayo there were 
nearly 8000 freeholders, and about three 
fourths of those who voted ‘had polled in 
favour of the sitting member. It was also 
to be recollected, that the witnesses might 
be examined by commission in the county 
of Down, and adjoining Seta te gal- 
lery was then cleared, but the house did 
not divide, and the motion was negatived. 

[Orver tn Councit REsPecTING Nev- 
TRAL Vessets.} Mr. Perceval rose 
suant to the notice hehad given above a torte 
night since, for the purpose of moving fof 
the production of the Order of Council of 
the 7th of January last, relative to vessels 
sailing from port to port, such ports re# 
spectively being in the possession of Francé 
or of her allies;—a paper which, whe 


produced, the house, he: had no doubt; 


would think deserving of their inost serious 
attention. But, however important the 
subject, and however serious the consideras 
tion which the paper deserved, yet he ap- 
prehended that he might appear to want 
an apology for himself, for having given to 
the motion which he was about to submit 
to the house, so much pomp and solemnity, 
by a notice so extended. Because, whe 

it was understood that this motion was 
merely for the production of a paper which 
was already before the public, and known 
to'all; which: must have been in the pos- 
session of every one uccustomed to enter 
cofiee-house, or read'a newspaper for more 


than a-month, whicb, in orderto giveit — 
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every possible publicity, authenticity, and 
authority, had been inserted in the London 
Gazette; and which, from its reference to 
the law of nations, and the regulation of 
neutral trade,) was in its nature calculated 
to excite attention; he was apprehensive. 
that those who were not in the house on the 
other night when this matter was under 
consideration, might suppose that he was 
acting an idle and injgdicious part, in 
giving a distant notice of a motion for the 
production of a document which every one 
would consider, at the first view, as a thing 
to be granted of course. In this situation he 
felt it due to himself to state the real cir- 
cumstances of the case.—When he first in- 
tended to make this motion, he naturally 
concluded that there could be no objection 
to it, and that it would of course be com- 
plied with, and therefore he gave notice 
that he would move for the paper on the 
following day. On his coming to the house 
* for that purpose, the noble lord opposite 
(Howick) very openly and candidly stated 
that it was his intention to oppose it. He 
eonceived that the ground of objection 
must be that the paper was already before 
* the public, and that therefore the produc- 
tion of it was useless and unnecessary. 
But it was admitted that when any subse- 
quent motion was intended to be founded 
upon any great public document, the re- 
gular and ordinary mode of proceeding was 
tu bring that document formally before the 
house, He therefore found that this was 
not the ground of objection.. He was desi- 
tous, however, that the house should be in 
possession of the real ground, whatever it 
might .be, and therefore requested the 
noble lord to state openly, whether that 
‘was his objection, or whether he had a dif- 
ferent one. The noble lord accordingly 
stated that this was not the ground on which 
he meant to object to his motion. He ad- 
*Mitted that the regular and proper mode 
of proceeding, with a view to a subse-~ 
quent motion, was to move, in the first 
‘instance, for the production of the do- 


_ utnent on which it was to be founded. 


But the noble lord stated, that he would 
oppose it, because he could not antici- 
pate any. measure that could be founded 
‘On ity to which he should not feel it his 
duty to object; and therefore, he would 
(not even, go so far as to countenance 
-that; subsequent measure, by acceding .to 

production the ,paper.,.. Under 
these circumstances, he was unwilling to 


sion involving so many extraordinary con- 

siderations, and charged with doctrines 

and principles so entirely new. The abi- 
lities of the noble lord opposite, the elo- 

quence with which he always enforced . 
his sentiments, and the influence which 

justly and naturally belonged to the sta 

tion he held, rendered it unwise to op- 

pose him without having first made that 

preparation which was essential to the 

discussion which was to result from agie . 
tating so important a question under such 
extraordinary circumstances. But, it 
would be obvious to every one who was 
acquainted with the principles of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, and more strikingly 
so to those who were acquainted with the 
principles maintained by the noble lord 
and his friends, while they sat on the side 
of the house from which he (Mr. P.) 
now addressed the chair, what a nevel 
and extraordinary, what an, unparliamea- 
tary and unconstitutional doctrine it was, 
that no motion for papers should be of- 
fered to the house unless it should, at the 
same time, be.shewn, that no proceeding 
was to be founded on those papers but 
such as government would countenance, — 
He hoped the house would not counte- 

nance a precedent as different from its. 
former practice as the noble lord’s doc- 

trine was from the tenets heand his friends 
had formerly maintained. He had been 
disposed to think the noble lord would 
have anticipated this motion by some pre- 
vious statement, either to defend his prin- 
‘ciple or to withdraw his opposition. The 
paper itself was a measure of government, 
published with great care and anxiety, 
and intended to be acted upon. Ministers 
admitted, that the ground of objection 
was not, that the paper would be made 
known by this motion, but that it would be 
rendered too public. The paper was al- 
ready known over this country, it was open 
to the inspection of all men; it was known 
over all Europe; and yet after all, the 
only persons, who were not to be allowed 
to see the paper, were those who were. 
called upon particularly to discuss it: The 
representatives of the people, who were 


done in the interests of their constituents, 
were refused the, means by which to dic 
rect their jadgemeot. He was persuaded 
the house ;would feel that this refusal 
[was no less.unprecedented than it was.un- 
priucipled; and if the house should, aban- 


bring house prematprely. to, a iden their sight ito gall fos papers of this 


to approve, or to disapprove what was — 
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prosecuting any enquiry into measures of| 
administration, and establish a principle 
which would be in the highest degree dis- 
advantageous, would be attended 
‘Swith the most deplorable and ruinous con- 
Sequences: +The ordinary grounds of ob- 
jection were not stated in this case; 
there was no mention of any igconveni- 
ace that would attend the production of 
‘this paper; no mention of the length of 
time which would be required to prepare 
it; no mention of the trouble and labour 
to which the public offices would be ex- 
posed. It was not stated that it was from 
‘any idle curiosity that it was called for, 
‘and, what was the most serious objection, 
it was not stated that any mischief could 
atise from that publicity which would be: 
the consequence of discussion ; for the pa- | 
per was already as publicly known as it 
‘could be. Under these circumstances, 
could the house refuse to accede to his 
motion? The subject was acknowledged 
to be of @ magnitude to require the atten- 
tion of parliament, and the production of, 
the $ was resisted merely upon the 
ground that no motion was to be founded 
‘on it to which government was disposed 
giveitsapprobation. Then suppose, for 
the sake of argutnent, that it was admitted 
 @bat the noble lord would be able to sa- 
‘tisfy the house that there were no grounds 
_ for any subsequent motion; suppose it 
‘should be admitted that after discussion 
the house ought to be perfectly satisfied 
with what hed been already dane by mi- 
_ dpisters, and should be of opinion that ‘they 
-acted wisely and properly in domg no more : 
‘though this ‘should be conceded, did it 
‘therefore follow that the necessity for dis- 
‘cussion was superseded, or that the house 
‘ought ‘to rest on the authority of any mi- 
‘nister who should take it upon hitaself to 
dictate to the house, aud say, ‘that enough 
had been done, amd that there was'no treed 
‘of discussion? He never heard reasoni 
‘more completely irreguler then thet upon 
which the ‘noble Jord disposed to 
vest hiscase. It ‘was admitted that ‘the’ 
decument ought tobe on the table, 
‘der %o lay the foundation for discussion. 
_. The document therefore was necessary 't 
- day the ground of dicussion ; ‘but we coul 
mot get the paper without first -enterit 
‘apon the discussion; thereforethe discassion 
“was nec inorder to procure the paper, 
"and yet there could be-no discussion ‘till the 


plete circle: The magnitude of- the mea 
sure was @ sufficient ground for the pro. 
duction of the paper: and, even if ‘the no. 
ble lord could satisfy the house that it was 
Hot probable, that apon discussion, any 
fault could be found with the measures 
which had been adopted, still that would 
hot be a proper ground. for tefusing to ‘ac. 
cede to this motion. But here ministers 
were so confident, that they would not 
even allow the house to deliberate upon the 
case, to point out any errors, or to shew 
where improvements and useful alterations 
night ‘be introduced. They would not 
even allow them to consider whether an 
such alterations were required. He could 
not conceive how, for the credit of the 
measure itself, they could resist discus. 
sion. If the measure was a wise one, it 
would well bear discussion, and it would 
be advantageous to government, that it 
should be seen and shewn, for then the , 
government itself would rise in credit and 
estimation, and the whole measure would 
be much more complete and satisfactory, 
But, if there. was any other opinion respect- 
ing the measure ; if there were doubts as 
to its wisdom or its policy, then indeed, | 
rhe could conceive, that there might be ob- 
jections to the production of this paper, 
and that the subsequent motion would not 
be such as would be agreeable to the noble 
lord. If there was a little consciousness 
that the measure could not be defended bn 
principle, and ‘that there was a defect in the 
execution ; if, where there ouglit to be vi- 
gour, there was Janguor; if, where there 
ought to be strength, there was weakness ; 
then the notile lord might be disposed to 
oppose the motion. This led him to say 
‘that the thoase might reasonably dovb 
whether the alleged ground of opposition 
constiteted the real one. If the reason of 
his opposition was that which he alleged, 
namely, an unwillingness, so far ‘to coun-' 
tenance any futare motion that might be 
‘founded on this paper, as to agree to its. 
production, he might say 'that he would not 
pledge himself to agree to any sabsequent 
motion, and he miglit even disavow ‘the 
implication which bis assent might possibly 
occasion. This would put hit exactly in 
the situ#tion ‘in which he said he desired 
to ‘be placed. ‘But reiilly it was sca 
possible fot him to conceive any ration 
greond of objection'to this motion. ‘There 
‘were two: Objections oily which could por 
sibly enter ‘into ‘his imagination. Fit, 


was produced, This the noble lerd to 


+ 


. 
| 


of the noble lord, and think, speak, and 


. these means F shall satisfy you, that the 


’ former steps, and believe that though our 


know how far his influence over the mem- 
bers of this house might extend; how far 
they would submit their reason and their 
consciences to the controul and direction 


act precisely as he would have them. If 
that.was the object of the noble lord, then 
indeed it must be admitted that this was 
a favourable opportunity. To those who 
before sat with him onthe opposition side 
of the house, he might say, “ To you who 
followed me when we were in opposition, 
in calling for papers, and were convinced 
by the arguments which I then used, I 
will now sheW the fertility of my inven- 
tion, the versatility of my genius, and the 
abundance which I possess of powerful, 
cogent, and irresistible arguments. By 


course which we before pursued ought now 
to be abandoned, and that as we have got 
to another side of the house, we ought to 
adopt new principles of conduct; only 
rely on me, while you trace back your 


arguments were good against the former 
ministers, yet the sanie arguments are bad 
when urged against ourselves.” —~ There 
might be anotlier ground of objection more 
dangerous than the one he bad mentioned. 
He said more dangerous, because in this 
country when authority was carried to too 
great a length, it could not be of long con- 
tinuance, The abuse of authority here was 
hot the way to maintain it, and the attempt 
to force the opinions of the members of 
this house, would in the end be fatal to 
those who acted on such a principle. But 
what he was particularly apprehensive of 
was the precedent, which would be gne of 
the most mischievous that could be con- 
ceived. It might be said here, that no in- 
convenience would result from the refusal 
to produce this paper. It was publicly 
known, and there was no occasion for pro- 
ducing it in a formal way. But, if the 
principle was once established, what 
would follow with respect to papers rela- 
tive to negociatious for peace, or treaties of 
any sort? If there should be treaties where 
the rights of this country would be aban- 
doned, we could only have surmises about 
“the matter. [f we asked for them, we 
“sbould be told that ministers would oppose 
their production, because they could not 
conceive that motions could be founded on 
them to which they would be disposed to 
agree. Unless therefore, a case was made 
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be produced, though from the nature of 
the thing, the papers were absolutely ne« 
cessary to lay the foundation ofthe case. 
The circular reasoning would be a con- 
stant resource, and the consequence would 
bé, that the house of commons must blind« 
ly 
The noble lord opposite, had said on a for- 
mer night, that no taunt should drive him 
from pursuing what he held tobe his duty 
on the side of the housé on which he sat, 
however inconsistent with his conduct on 
the other side. 
he alluded, the motion for printing the Are 
my Estimates, the noble lord had to con- 
tend against a special precedent. In the 
present 
against universal usage, for there was not a 
single instance before, of a paper of this 
kind being refused. 
their former principles, but with their pre- 
sent professions that he wished tocompare 

| the conduct of the hon. gentlemen oppo< 
site.* How would theif conduct upon the 
present occasion correspond with the desire 
they professed of giving all possible infor« 
mation, and facilitating every investigation 
with respect to their conduct. The noble 
lord opposite (lord Hi. Petty) had stated as 
the rule of his conduct, and that of his 
colleagues, the principle of the Roman - 
Moralist, who wished to live in a house 
encompassed with glass. windows, so that 
all his actions might be seen from ev 

side. It might now be said to the no« 


submit to the judgment of ministers. 


On the occasion to which 


instance, he had to coritend 


But it was not with 


ble philosopher, “ there you aré in your 


glass house, but you afe so much afraid 
of the glass being broken, that we must 


not approach near enough to look at 
you.” (A laugh.)—He believed he had 
now said enough to induce the house to 
vote for the production of this paper. 


| But though he had-done this, yet he thought 


it necessary to enter a little into the subject 
matter of the order of council, not at this 
time with a view to persuade the house to 
adopt any measure which he might think 
himself called upon to recommend in case 
his present motion was acceded to, but in 
order to shew that he had not resolved to 
move for the production of this paper with- 
out reason, and that there were serious 
grounds for @ consideration of it. For 
this purpose he would call their atten- 
tion to the order of council of the 7th of 
January; he would state that order, and 
what it recited, The recital was, “ Where- 


“Sut in the first instance, no papers could 
Vor. VIIE. 


. * See vol. vi. p. 575. 
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** as, the French government has issued 
** certain orders which, in violation of the 
“ usages of war, probibit the commerce of 
** all neutral nations with his majesty’s do- 
“ minions, and also to prevent such na- 
* tions from trading with any other coun- 
“© try in any articles, the growth, produce, 
“or manulacture of his majesty’s domi- 
“ nions; and whereas the said government 
** has also taken upon itself to declare all 
“* his majesty’s dominions to be in a state 
** of blockade ; and whereas such attempts 
** on the part of the enemy would give to 
“ his majesty an unquestionable right* of 
** retaliation, and would warrant bis ma- 
* jesty in enforcing the same prohibition 
“ of all commerce with France: and 
“ whereas his majesty, though unwil- 
“ Jing to follow the example of his enemies, 
‘ by proceeding to an extremity so distres- 
sing to all the nations not engaged in the 
war,yet he feels himself bound not to suffer 
such measures to be taken by the enemy 
without taking some steps on his part 

to restrain the violence, and to retort 
upon them the evils of their own injus- 

** tice.” After this recital, the paper went 
on to order, “‘ that no vessel shall be per- 
“* mitted to trade from one port to ano- 
§* ther, both which ports shall belong to, or 
‘* be in possession of France or her allies.” 
Here it was stated that we had a full right to 
retaliate, an assertion which he would not 
dispute, for he entirely concurred in its jus- 
tice. On the contrary, he thought that 
we ought to have retaliated, rot on neu- 
trals, but on the enemy, however hard that 
retaliation might prove upon neutrals. He 
would not go so far as to say, that if this 
violation of the law of nations ‘bad been 
merely accidental, or confined to some 
small territory, that we either had the full 
‘right or ought in reason to have applied 
. the same principles universally ; but where 
the principle was adopted and applied in 
its widest extent by our enemy, it was the 
maddest proposition that ever was laid 
down, that any belligerent power should 
be restrained by laws which its enemies had 

- renounced. When we. turned to the 
French decree, there was an avowal that 
they were. not to be bound by the law of 
nations. Here it was necessary to attend 
to the considerations that induced states 
to accede to the law of nations. They did 
it with a view to the interest of nations in 
general, and of course expected that others 
. would submit to it; forif others would not, 


then they .suffered a manifest injury, and 
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did not act so as to maintain their just and 
proper rights. Now the French decree 
recited, “ that England had ceased to ob- 
* serve the law of nations ; that she ex 
tended the right of conquest to the car. 

goes and property of individuals, and 

that she had monstrously abused the 

right of blockade, with a view to ag. 

grandize the commerce and industry of 

England at the expence of other nations, 

between whom the communication was 

impeded. That as this was the object 

of England, all those who carried on 

traffic in English commodities on the 

continent, seconded her “ews, and ren» 

dered themselves her accomplices; and 

that France had a right to employ the 

same weapons against England, that 
‘¢ England employed against her.” It then 
went on to order, that ** the consequences 
“ of the decree should be considered a 
“ fixed and fundamental laws of the em- 
“ pire, so long as England refused to ac- 
“ knowledge one and the same law, as ap- 
“ plicable both to sea and land, and till 
***she ceased to consider private property 
as good prize, and that all commerce and 
“ all correspondence with the British isles 
** shpuld be prohibited.” Here then it 
was decreed, that till Britain renounced 
the right to capture private property, 
which was a right recognized by the law of 
nations, it was to be made a fundamental 
and fixed law of the French empire, that 
all commerce with the British isles should 
be prohibited. It was unnecessary for him 
to go on to prove the right of retaliation, 
because that was apnounced by the go- 
vernment in the orderof council. But, 
when it beeame matter of doubt whether 
this right had been acted upon, it was not 
sufficient for government to say that they 
had acted upon it; that was a matter to 
be considered and discussed by the house. 
But if this right was conceded, it then be- 
came a question, whether it was politic or 
expedient to exercise that right, and to 
what extent. Now,-that it was expedient 
and politic to act upon this right, he had 
the authority of the order of council itself 
for maintaining, for it was there stated, 
“that his majesty felt himself bound to 
‘© take some steps to restrain this violence 
“and turn upon the enemy the evils of 
“‘ which they themselves had been the 
“ authors.” It was therefore admitted 
that we had the right to retaliate, and that 
it was expedient to act to a certain degree 


on that .right.—This being admitted, the 


| | 
| | 


_ extent, but if we had a right to destroy the 


we ought to have in view, the right and 


only question that remained was, as to the 
extent to which it ought to be acted upon. 
fle wished the house to attend to the data 
upon which he had proceeded so far. The 
right was admitted to retakiate to the full 


enemy’s commerce entirely, then it. fol- 
lowed as acorollary, that we had a right 
to do it with some conditions. These 
being conceded, to what extent ought we 
‘to proceed? In order to form a correct 
opinion on this point, it was necessary to 
consider the views which we ought to have 
in resorting to measures of retaliation at 
all. Now, there were two objects which 


the expediency being clear. First, we 
ought to retaliate in the mode best suited 
to counteract. the evil effects resulting to 
ourselves from the measures of our enemies; 
and secondly, we ought to retaliate so as 
to make our enemies feel as much as pos- 
sible the evil of their own injustice, as the 
words of the order had it. Now, if these 
were the principles on which we ought to 
have proceeded, then he might venture to 
say, that the portion of the enemy’s trade, 
which had been selected as the object of 
retaliation, was that portion which offered 
-not one of the advantages in view, to any 
thing like the extent in which they would 
have been furnished by other trades. The 
first object was the greatest, and that was 
to counteract the effects of the enemy’s 
measures, and make the evils be felt as 
little as possible by ourselves. Then it 
could hardly be said, that stopping the 
coasting-trade of the enemy was the best 
way to answer that purpose. But what 
was the mischief? He hoped that the ef- 
fects of the enemy’s measures would be in 
a great degree counteracted by the elastic 
principle of trade itself, and that our com- 
modities would find their way to the con- 
tinent, in spite of all prohibitions. But no 
one could doubt that some mischief would 
be done. None could doubt that the ha- 
zard and inconvenience would send our 
ommodities to the foreign market at an 
increased price. Something at least would 
be added to the insurance, from the risk 
of capture and confiscation, and this would 
force the seller to enhance his price, and 
consequently enable others to come into 
competition with him, and even to under- 
sellhim, It must therefore be clear, that 
though our commodities should not be ex- 
cluded from the continent, they must find 
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and at an advanced price. Why, then, if 
there were goods, which were almost ex- 
cluded from the continent by the increased 
risk, inconvenience, and increased price - 
consequent on a state of war, they must 
by this additional burthen be totally pre- 
vented. In that point of view, it was ime 
possible to consider the order of council 
as affurding us any relief. Then, if this 
was so, it remained to look at the other 
object, which was to distress our enemies 
as much as possible. Now, the order 
ought to be made to bear on the trade 
which we could most effectually destroy. 
The coasting trade! Was that the trade 
most easily interrupted, when the vessels 
could so easily run into creeks and get un- 
der the protection of their batteries? It 
must be evident, that it would be impossi- 
ble to make any very serious impression 
on this trade. But supposing that it could 
be effectually prevented, he would ask, 
whether that was the way in which the 
greatest mischief could be done to the 
enemy? He allowed that the interruption 
of this trade would be mischievous to the 
enemy, and therefore he would by no 
means preclude the government from reta- 
liating in that way. But every body must — 
be sensible that this trade was in a great 
measure internal, and that it could be car- 
ried on by land as well as by sea, though 
not with the same ease and convenience, 
The Brest fleet, for instance, might be per- 
fectly well supplied by land carriage, though 
the coasting trade should be annihilated. 
We might press heavily upon the internal 
trade of France by this means, but we 
could never prohioit it. Now, if there 
was any trade by interrupting or preventing 
which we could in a great measure, or 
completely, exclude certain necessary come 
modities from that part of the continent 
under the dominion of France, that was 
the trade which ought to have been pre 
ferred for the purposes of retaliation. 
The house might have’ anticipated him in | 
what he was going to say. But he begged 
to be understood as not peremptorily ine 
sisting upon any particular measures, as 
those which ought certainly to have been 
adopted. All he wished to do was, to shew. 
that there was much reason to, doubt whe- 
ther the measure that had been adopted 
by government was the most efficient that . 
could have been adopted under the pre- 
sent circumstances. He thought that the 
best plan would have been to prevent the | 


their way there, with greater inconvenience, 


importation of the commodities of the co- 
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lonies of France and Spaig into France, 
and the.countries under her dominion. 
Suppose that we could not succeed in do- 
ing this completely, yet we should increase 
the cost, and render the conveyance more 
perilous. We should enhance the price of 
these articles, and enable our own com- 
modities to meet, them with advantage. 
We should improve the market, therefore, 
for our own merchants and manufacturers, 
and promote the sale of their goods. We 
should then have that trade which could be 
most easily interrupted, and which our 
enemy could not extricate from our grasp, 
and he would literally be made to feel the 
evil effects of his own injustice. It might 
be said that this would interrupt the ac- 
custowied trade of neutrals, But to inter- 
rupt the trade of their colonies to France 
and Spain was, most of all others, that 
which would least interrupt the accustomed 
trade of neutrals. It had been said, that 
this subject ought not to be discussed until 
the time when the stipulations of the 
treaty with America would come regularly 
before the house, He disclaimed all sort 


of animadversion on that treaty, as the 
noble lord had distinctly declared, that his 
majesty had reserved to himself a right to 


retaliate to the same extent to which the 
enemy had carried their unjust aggressions, 
But at the same time he must say, that he 
could not conceive what was the value of 
that right unless it was acted upon,—If, 
then, the measyre of government on this 
subject was not so adequate as it might 
ve been, upon what ground was it, he 
‘would ask, that the means were refused of 
- gensidering whether any measure more ef- 
fective might not be adopted ? It might be 
paid, that this was from our fear of neu- 
trals, for we might apprehend some danger 
if we proceeded to vigorous measures 
‘without consulting them. This, however, 
-was not a defence for goverriment, for they 
had done something already: without con- 
tulting neutrals.’ But,’ if our right was 
tlear and manifest, there was no necessity 
‘for consulting them. All that they could 
reasonably expect was, a notice, Those 
already ov their voyages should not be in- 
terrupted, and this was all that they could 
A reagonable time ought 
‘to be allowed them for receiving informa- 
tion, as had been provided for in the order. 
‘They could claim nothing farther. But, 
could you say that your apprehension of 
neutrals was the ground of this very le- 
pient procedure ? This would not be avow- 
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ed by any government. But there wag 
great reason to suppose that this was the 
trae ground when it was considered that 
the negociation with America was going 
on at the time of the passing of the nons 
importation act, and concluded before that 
act was suspended ; and those who said 
that this act had produced a wholesome ef. 
fect, would, when they knew this circum 
stance, find that they had better authority 
for saying so than they at first imagined, 
But, if you should be right in point of juss 
tice, the pressure of your measures on 
neutrals was not to be ascribed to an 
fault of yours. The blame rested with the 
enemy who forced you to adopt them. He 
was therefore at a loss to conceive upoy 
what principle it was, that something like 
these measures, which he had mentioned, 
had not been carried into execution by gos 
vernament. But there was another mea 
sure. You might turn the provisions of 
the French decree against themselves, and 
as they have said that no British goods 
should sai] freely on the seas, you might 
say that no goods should be carried to 
France, except they first touched at a Bris 
tish port, They might be forced to be en, 
tered at the custom-house, and a certain 
entry imposed, which would contribute to 
enhance the price, and give a better sale in 
the foreign market to your own commodi- 
ties. —Having stated this, he did not go the 
length of saying that we ought to retaliate 
to the full extent of our right, All that 
he said was, that the measure adopted by 
government was inadequate, and the mo- 
tion which he meant to have made would 
not have gone farther than to state that 
ministers bad not taken the most effectual 
means to avert the evils of our enemy’s in- 
justice from ourselves, or to retaliate to the 
proper extent upon him. If this motion 
had passed, he meant to have left it on the 
table, that ministers, influenced by the 
weight and authority of this house, might 
have adopted such further measures as 
might appear best calculated to answer the 
intended objects. Now, if he had not suce 
ceeded in proving that the plan which he 
had mentioned was the best that could be 
adopted, he hoped he had at least shewn 
that there‘ was something in this order of 
council that deserved the serious attention 
and consideration of the house, and that 
there was no principle which could justify 
the exclusion of the paper itself. \ Here he 
would therefore leave the subject, and only 
further trespass on the attention of the 
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fiouse by moving, ** That an humble ad- | the interesting intelligence therewith con- 
dress be presented to his majesty, praying | nected, he confessed himself totally mis+ 
that his majesty may be graciously pleasedto|taken in -his understanding of the terms 
ditect, that there be laid before this house, |secrecy, mystery, and disguise. It was 
acopy of the Order ofhis majesty inCouncil, | equally unfair to argue, that bis majesty’s 
dated the 7th of January last, relative to} ministers in that house were averse to 
yessels sailing from port to port, such ports | production of the paper from an apprehen- 
respectively being in the possession of] sion of an active and searching discussion, 
France or of her allies,” which, as it was pretended, it might be 
- The Advocate-General (sir John Nicholls) | prudent in them to decline; for, if that 
h with regretting that he did not feel] were the case, they would not have per- 
himself better qualified to resist the argu-|sisted in that refusal, which more imme 
ments, in his mind rather specious than | diately involved them in the supposed dif- 
solid, which had been advanced by his hon. | ficulty, and gave his learned friend, upon 
and learned friend, in favour of the present | the opposite side, the most plausible pre- 
motion ; but, however inadequate he might | tence upon which he could urge his prey 
be to the task, he certainly should not] sent motion—a pretence which had been 
shrink from the undertaking of briefly|dwelt upon with all his learned friend’s 
_ stating his reasons for thinking the present | characteristic address, but which, at the 
motion unnecessary, and that the reasons }same time, was certainly rather to be ad- 
by which it was attempted to be supported | mired for its declamatory display, than as, 
were more indebted to the plausible inge-|sented to for its reasoning force. But 
nuity of his hon. and learned friend’s mode} leaving all further argument upon this part 
of putting them, than to any intrinsic force | of the subject, he should now proceed to 
in the arguments themselves, The motion, | argue the merits of the case, as if the do- 
as to the shape in which it at first pre-|cument required were really before the 
‘sented itself, was certainly liable to no se-| house ; confident, as he was, that when~ 
rious objection; but he comceived the | ever it should be expedient to produce that 
question for the house to consider, in the|document, the measure would not be 
present instance, was, what was the real na- | found likely to produce those effects which 
ture of the motion, and what the ulterior|his hon, and learned friend had been 
proceedings which were jo be founded upon | pleased to attribute to it. The conduct 
that motion, if acceded to; and in this|of the French government, in issuing the 
view he had no hesitation in maintaining, | edict alluded to by his hon. and learned 
that the present motion was altogether un-| friend, was allowed on all hands to be in 
precedented. He called upon his hon.| direct violation of the law of nations, and 
and learned friend to adduce an instance|of the rights of neutral powers, with a 
in which parliament consented to the pro- | view solely to destroy, if possible, the come 
duction of a paper until the circumstances | merce of this country: for what were its 
of the proceedings to be instituted upon|tenour and purport? Why, to declare, for- 
the ground of that paper had been clearly | sooth, all the ports of the British isles in’ 
and explicitly laid down, and as generally | state of blockade (although France was 
understood, Ignorance, at least, was not| not atle to send a single ship to the mouth 
among the pretences, for it had been ad-| of any one of them, to support the manix 
mitted by his learned friend, that the paper | festo), and to announce her determination 
in question had appeared in the London} to capture and confiscate every neutral 
Gazette, and had found its way to the| ship, with its cargo, that shall have touched 
table of every coffeechouse in London. | at any of those ports, on its way to a conti+ 
This not only proved that there was no ne-| nental port, or shall be found approaching 
cessity for any additional information upon | thereto, until Great Britain shall have re- 
this subject, but tended sufficiently to re-| nounced the right of capturing the private 
tort any idle jokes that the volatile hu-| ships of any nation with which she may be 
‘mour of gentlemen might tempt them to| at war, and to confine the exercise of the 
cast upon the alledged mysteriousness of] right of capture merely to the ships and 
“bis meajesty’s government. If the publica-| vessels belohging to the government of the 
‘tion of the paper now called for, in every | belligerent nation, But this was a princie 
_ daily vehicle of information, was a ple as novel in the usages of war between 
ef mystery, and of the wishes of his ma-j belligerent powers, as the edict itself wae 
ministers to conceal and to suppress| contrary to the law of nations, The 
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usage of capturing the commercial ships 
and cargoes of an enemy at war was, he 
contended, as old as war itself; it was an 
usage asserted by every nation, and a right 
still more important than that of capturing} 
ap enemy’s ship, of war; because the com- 
mercial vessels of an enemy contributed so 
greatly to increase his revenues and re. 
sources fpr carrying on and protracting war; 
and yet this was the sole ground of pretence 
upon which the French government pro- 
ceeded to declare the ports of these is- 
Jands in a state of blockade ! His bon. and 
learned friend dig not venture to sustain 
the conduct of France on this occasion ; 
he was of opinion, that neutral nations had 
full right to retaliate ; and that those na- 
tions would allow the like right to this 
country, and of having recourse to similar 
means for distressing an enemy, who had so 
flagrantly outraged the law of nations. 
The question, ‘then, to be considered was 
merely, to what extent it would be politic 
and advisable to exercise that right, with- 
out first giving due notice to those nations? 
Were we to press and crush unoffending 
merchants by the actual execution of seve- 
rities to the utmost extent of the enemy’s 
menace? He believed the house would not 
go with his hon. and learned friend so far, 
but would rather prefer mild and moderate 
measures at first, if likely to be efficacious. 
It became a great and magnanimous nation 
tu be always moderate in the application of 
its power; and he was sure the house 
would approve of the reluctance with 
which his majesty’s ministers yielded to 
the necessity of adopting measures of re- 
faliation upon the enemy which would oc- 
casion so much distress on neutrals, It 
was not denied: that some steps in retalia- 
tion were necessary, and the question was, 
how far the ships that had been taken were 
adequate; his honourable friend said, we 
ought to have gone the length of interdict- 
ing all commerce with France, and sug-{ 
gested some measures which the house was 
to compare with those of ministers now 
carrying into execution. It was necessary 
to allow a fair trial to what ministers had 
_ adopted, A total prohibition of all com- 
merce in the produce of the enemy would 
be attended with the most distressing conse- 
quences to the few provinces that re- 
mained neutral, and perhaps with some 
mischief to ourselves. Spain, Italy, Hol- 
land, the North of Germany, all the coast 
from the Elbe to the gulph of Venice, 


with the exception of Portugal, were under 
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the dominion of France, and all powers 
that covered this extent of country were 
leagued with her in the war; and on the 
other side were Russia, Prussia, and Swe 
den, co-operating with us- The only 
powers that were neutral, were Austria, 
which had only the single port of Triest; 
Denmark, which had no means of supply. 
ing its colonies, or of disposing of its co. 
lovial produce, if we carried a general in. 
terdict into execution; Portugal, which 
would feel the same disabilities ; and Ame. 
rica, with respect to which such an inter. 
dict would be the means of infinite distress, 
He could discover that a jealousy of Amer 
rica was at the bottom of all these come 
plaints. But was it to be conceived that 
we also should not suffer by adopting and 
enforcing a total interdict? For if we shut 
the door upon neutral commerce, we must 
also shut it in a great degree, upon our 
own. If the commerce of neutrals with the 
continent was stopped, we must be totally 
debarred from all access to the continental 
market. If neutrals are deprived of the 
continental market for their colonial pro- 
duce, they will not have the means of 
purchasinge from us. America exports 
to the continental nations, but imports 
chiefly from Great Britain. The come 
merce of neutrals with our enemies 
was also necessary to us in another view, | 
We wanted some of the produce of the 
enemy’s country for our manufactures; 
the silks of Italy for instance, and the 
wools of Spain. We wanted a little of the 
wines and brandies of France to cheer and 
comfort us. France bad no maritime 
power to enforce her decree; but if her 
intimidation deterred neutrals from coming 
to us, it would be then time enough to re- 
cur to extreme severity, The restriction 
of the commerce between one port of the 
enemy and another, was the measure of 
present retaliation, which it was conceived 
would faJl heaviest on the enemy, with the 
least possible annoyance to neutrals, 
Much trade was carried on from port to 
port of the enemy under neutral names. 
The whole trade of the enemy was, in fact, 
carried on under a system of neutraliza- 
tion, This trade from port to port of the 
enemy, was a trade in which neutrals were 
not concerned in time of peace, though 
they had a right to exercise it. ‘Their in= 
terference in it increased in proportion as 
our maritime superiority grew on the de- 
struction of the marine of the enemy. In 
times when maritime power wag nearly bay 
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lanced, every country carried on this trade 
in its own bottoms by means of convoys. 
It was thus carried on in time of peace. 
The restriction now imposed, wlule it would 
be very annoying to the enemy, would still al- 
Jow to neutrals a gainful commerce, by ma- 
king their ports the entrepdts between one 
enemy's portand another. It was honour- 
able to us as 4 great nation, that in propor- 
tion as the enemy was violent, we were mo- 
derate. Our moderation would be, besides 
the means of procuring us the supplies of 
the articles we wanted from the enemy, 
and of introducing our commodities améng 
thea. 
vention’ of neutrals would not afford a 

t facility to what Buonaparte was most 
hostile to, the introduction of British goods 
jnto the countries under his controul, and 
our obtaining from those countries the sup- 
plies we wanted from them. The com- 
‘merce from port to port, ina line of coast 
extending from the Elbe to Venice, with 
the exception of Portugal, could not be 
tatried on by small craft, creeping along 
shore under the protection of batteries, 


Small craft could not creep from Amster- 


dam to Bourdeaux, from Bourdeaux to Bar- 
celona, from thence to Leghorn, and from 
‘Leghorn to Venice. The ‘number of ves- 
sels employed under the system of neutra- 
lization in this extent was very great, and 
the trade itself was of vital importance to 
France ; and was it to be contended, that 
the application of our maritime superiority 
to the prevention of this trade on so vast 
aline of coast, was a measure that would 
be attended with no effect, at a time when 
our cruizers were sO numerous on every 
station, that no ship could move without 
the greatest risk of being captured? The 
learned gent. then adverted to the opinion 
of an hon, and learned friend (sir W. Scott) 
who presided over the admiralty court, rela- 
tive to the importance and extent of the 
coasting trade. ‘This was an authority 
which the house would look to with re- 
spect. The opinion had been stated by that 
learned gent. in giving judgement in a cause 
tried before him, and the coasting trade was 
represented by him as one of the greatest 
accommodations toany country. Some con- 
ception might be formed of the importance 
of it, if gentlemen would suppose France 
to be possessed of the same naval superio- 
rity, which this country at present had, 
and that the coals of Newcastle were to be 
brought to the port of London, and every 
other. necessary for the consumption of 
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He would ask, whether the inter-. 
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this great metropolis, in neutral. vessels. 


His bon. and learned: friend, ‘theretore, 
was not correct in stating that the interrup- 
tion of the coasting trade would be no great 
injury to France, or that the order of couns 
cil for that purpose signified nothing. That 
order was but one step, and an important 
step, of those that would, if necessary, be 
resorted to for retaliation. From the man- 
ner in which this subject had been treated, 
it might be supposed that no such measure 
as that.of the enemy had ever been re= 
sorted to before. But in the administra- 
tion of that illustrious statesman, now no 
more, (Mr. Pitt) and whose loss he regret~ 
ted as much as any member of that house, 
much more rigorous measures had been 
resorted to by the enemy than the present. 
In the year 1797, after the French bad 
made peace with Austria, and the army, 
which had been arrogantly called the Army 
of England, had been collected at Brest, 
with a view to turn their whole force 
against this country; in that year, on the 
29th Nivose, year six, that is, in Christian 
language, on the 19th day of January, 1798, 
a decree was passed by the French govern~ 
ment, making all vessels that should be 
freighted in the whole or in part with En- 
glish commodities, good prizes. A vessel 
proceeding from Copenhagen to Tranque- 
bar, or from Lisbon to the-Brazils, whith 
had but a single bale of English goods on 
board, was to be confiscated, if captured’ 
by French cruizers. The house would 
perceive that the former decree was much 
more atrocious than the lateone. In or- 
der to shew what had been the feeling of 
the neutral nations on the subject of that 
decree, he need only refer to the speech of 
the president of the United States on open- 
ing the session of congress, on the 8th of 
December, 1798, in which he declared, 
that “as the decree of the 19th of the pre=- 
ceding January was still in force, in conse- 


‘quence of the failure of an attempt to pro- 


cure its repeal, he considered it as an une- 
quivocal act of war, and a breach of the 
independence and sovereignty of neutral 
nations, which was only to be met by’a 
determined resistance.” Ars the chief ma- 
gistrate of America had expressed so strong 
a sense of the aggression in that instance, 
there was no ground to suppose that lie 
would not act as decidedly on the present 
occasion, And this was another conside- 
ration why this country ought to abstain, 


} for the present, from any act which might 


prove grievous to the trade of America, 
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until it should be seen whether the Ameri- 
€an government would follow the same 
course now as in 1798. The decree of 
1798 had continued in force during the 
Jast peace, and though it had been evaded 
ky means of neutral ships, no vessel was 
allowed to enter a port of France, without 
a certificate of origin from the French con- 
- aul, og commercial agent, at the port 
whence it had sailed. Yet that deeree had 
passed unnoticed in that instance, and, on 
the authority of that precedent, it was bis 
opinion that no measures should be taken 
in the present case, except such as would 
be attended with as little rigour as possible 
As to the mea- 
sure proposed by his hon. and learned 
friead to be substituted for the order of 
_ @ouncil, namely, that no ships with colo- 
nial produce should be snflered to enter 
the ports of France; did he suppose that 
such a measure would be more distressing 
te the trade of France than to that of 
neutrals, or to our own trade? Ht would 
be injurious to our trade, because the neu- 
trals, by carrying the colonial produce of 
the enemy, are enabled to export our mas 
 mufactures in great quantities. The house 
of commons would not therefore, im the 


exercise of its inquisitorial powers, inter- } 


- fere with this act of the executive, until it 
should see what effect would be produced 
by the measttre that bad already been re- 
- sorted to. It was his opinion that the cut- 
fing off of the coasting trade would be 
highly distressing to France. But if France 
sbould, in the madness of her policy, think 
of shutting up the remaining neutral ports 
upon the continent, she would soon find 
that they were now as necessary to her as 
to Great Britain. As soon as she should 
begin to feel the distress arising from shut- 
ting up these ports, she would open again 
those ports which were at present in her 
eecupation. It was therefore his opinion, 
that they should in the first instance make 
trial of the measure that bad been adop- 
‘ted, as they would at all times have it in 
their power to resort to measures of grea- 
ter extremity, if suchshould be found ne- 
eessary. The adoption of moderate mea- 
sures in the first instance, would be credit- 
able to the national character, and in the’ 
wational character consisted, in a great de- 
gree, the national strength. If the enemy 
should persist in their decree, and attempt 
.to enforce it, then he was convinced that 
the country bad sufficient means, and his 
majesty, sufficient vigour, to resort to 
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such measures as should be deemed ne. 
cessary for a complete retaliation. On alf 
these grounds, he thought that no good 
reason had been stated for the production 
of the paper. 

Mr. Jacob was of opinion, that this coun< 
try ought always to assert its claims to its 
full rights, but, at the same time, he did 
not.think that, in the present circumstans 
ces of Europe, it should exercise them to 
their full extent. If the whole colonial 
trade was to be stopped, he would ask the 
learned gent. whether he thought it would 
bé@ more injurious. to France than Great 
Britain? Above one half of the colonial 
produce consumed in France was British 
colonial produce. What inconvenience, 
therefore, might not result, if the. trade 
that supplied France with that produce 
was to be put a stop to? If the measure 
proposed by the learned gent. were to be 
adopted, the only effect of it would be, that 
it would be injurious to that already suffer. 
ing class of the community, the West-India 
merchants and planters, and irritating to 
neutrals, and the whole of the remaining ci- 
vilized states of the world. He was of 
opinion consequently, that no gound had 
been laid for the production of the paper, 

Lord Castleréagh rose to make a few obe 
servations, just to shew the grounds of the. 
vote he meant to give on the motion of his 
learned friend. It did not appear to him 
that any arguments of any weight had been 
‘brought forward to resist the able argu. 
‘ments of his learned friend, and certainly 
no parliamentary objection had been started 
to the production of a paper, which was 
already in the hands of every body in the * 
country. ‘The hon. and learned gent. op- 
posite (sir J. Nicholls), who was justly en- 
titled to the confidence of that house and 
‘of the country, had not produced any suffi- 
cient objection against the motion of his 
learned friend, and, as that hon. and learned 
gent. was so fully competent to decide 
‘upon this question, he did not suppose 
‘that any hon. member who should follow 
him, would be more successful in the argu- 
rments he might bring forward, The right 
of war he was ready to admit was aprero- 
‘gative of the crown, but then it was subject 
to the controul of parliament. He con- 
tended that his learned friend opposite was 
bound to make out acase, to shew that the 
papers ought not to be produced, before 
he could call upen him, or his hon, and 
learned friend near him, to make out 2 
case of the paramount.necessity for its pre- 
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duction. If, however, they were so called 
on, their difficulty would not be great, be- 
cause they could shew that the measure 
that had been resorted to was inadequate 
to its professed object. Whatever objec- 
tion there might be tothe production of 
the paper, on the ground of the adequacy 
of the measure, or of the delicacy of his 
majesty’s ministers on the subject, they 
would more properly apply to the pro- 
ceeding that was to be grounded upon the 
production of the paper. This question 
was one of too much importance for any 
man to bring forward lightly; or unless he 
could state sufficient ground for the pro- 
duction of the paper. He derived some 
consolation from the argument of the 
learned gent. opposite, that this measure 
was not final. He was surprised that his 
learned friend had been so misunderstood, 
as to have it conceived that the order of 
council would have no practical effect. 
On the contrary, he had allowed that it 
would have a great practical effect; but as 
the present circumstances of the country, 
arising out of the order of the French go- 
vernment, were different from any in which 
it had ever been placed, he contended that 
more vigorous measures should have been 
adopted. As to the period of our history, 
. which had been alluded to, he should pre- 
sently shew that the time of the American 
government had been wasted in negocia- 
tions and in intrigues to corrupt the French 
ministers, Whatever might be the feelings 
of government towards America, whatever 
might be the principles on which the late 
negociation had been conducted, these 
were no reasons for delaying the adoption 
of more vigorous measures of retaliation 
against the enemy. He thought it impos- 
sible that the house could form an adequate 
Opinion whether the measure of govern- 
ment was wise or unwise, adequate or in- 
- adequate, unless they should look at the 
state of the country as to its maritime 
rights. It would be futile for him to dwell, 
in this instance, on the importance of its 
maritime rights to this country, but it was 
necessary for the house to look a little at 
the two systems of maritime rights which 
it had under different circumstances been 
called on to accede to. They would re. 
collect the claims made by the armed neu- 
trality of 1780, and of 1800, that neutral 
ships should make free goods, and that 
neutral vessels sailing under convoy of 
ships of war should not be molested, and 
thet such claims had been resisted even 
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unto war. ‘But the claims advanced by 
France in the present instance, not onl 

extended to neutrals, but to the free navi- 
}gation of the mercantile shipping of the 
enemy. As the claims now urged by 
France were so much larger than any that 
had been before made, gentlemen should 
take care not to assist the views of the 
French government by opposing the motion 
of his learned friend, which might lead to 
the adoption of such measures as would 
visit the aggressions of the 'rench govern- 
ment upon itself, the object of his hon. 
iriend being only to shew that the order was 
inadequate to its object. There was as 
great a difference between the situation of 
this country at present and in the year 
1798. Though France had then consi- 
derably added to her territory, she had 
not identified with the whole of Europe as 
she does at present. She had the central 
of Holland it was true, but she had not the 
ports of the North, Hamburgh, and the 
Hanse towns, She had not extended hers. 
self over the whole of Europe. She had the 
north of Italy, but not the south, or the 
kingdom of Naples. Her dominion had 
not been established over Spain, and Por- 
tugal was a substantively independent 
kingdom, and not tributary as at present, 
when she is allowed to import articles of 
British produce, only by paying a tribute 
to the French government. The relative 
situation of Europe had therefore under 
gone a great change since the year 1798. 
The influence and the power of the Frenchy 
government had been then great and for~ 
midable; but they could not employ with 
such eflect, as at present, the pressure of 
their military force against the commerce 
of this country; and, therefore, a greater 
forbearance might have been practised 
towards them than at present. He cone 
tended, that considerations of forbearance 
respecting America, should not induce the 
house to abstain from adopting, not an act 
of practical injustice, but the measures 
which the circumstances of the times re- 
quired, namely, to warn American vessels, 
in the first instance, against entering French 
ports; but not to capture them, unless 
they should: be found contumaciously bent 
on entering the ports of France. What 
had been said, therefore, did not appear to 
them to be any ground why his hon. and 
learned friend should desist from prose 
cuting his motion, because it would be ob- 
vious, that what was lost to this country by 
its forbearance, would be gained by France. 
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It was also desirable, that the house should 
have a more definite statement of that un- 
explained period that was to elapse be- 
tween the present measure, and the more 
vigorous measures that were to be adopted 
by government. Notwithstanding the vast 
. Superiority of our navy, uncontested and 
incontestable, France had a surprising fa- 
cility of importing the produce of her own, 
and the Spanish colonies, to as great an ex- 
tent as during peace. Unless some mea- 
sures of more vigorous retaliation should 
be adopted, she would hereafter have a 
larger share of this trade than heretofore, 
because she would not only supply herself 
with colonial produce, but absolutely have 
a monopoly of all the continental markets, 
against the colonial produce of this country. 
It was impossible for him, with the docu- 
ments he had, to state to what extent this 
would take place, but certainly France 
would be put in a better situation than this 
country ; aud the house would be able to 
judge of this question, when aware, that the 
object of the French government, as stated 
in her decree, was to annihilate the trade 
and commerce of this country. It might 
assist in forming his judgment, to look at 
the amount of colonial produce imported 
into, and exported from America in the 
last year. The gross amount of its imports 
was of the value of 75 millions of dollars, 
of which 28 millions of dollars value had 
been re-exported to Europe, the greater 
part of France, by fictitious changes of 
ownership. However, it was contrived ; 
the amount of the export he took from an 
official American document, and the pro- 
duce reached the ports of France, wherein 
a revenue was collected upon it, that ena- 
bled France to carry on the war against this 
country; and all this from our forbearance, 
relative to neutrals. If they were to look 
only to the question of insurance, they 
could find that a cargo from a French 
colony to a port of the mother-country, 
without some protection of convoy, can be 
insured on the same terms as a vessel from 
Jamaica to Great Britain, whose squadrons 
cover the ocean, By these means the re- 
venue of France was fed as effectually as 
in time of peace, and the French go- 
vernment enabled to carry on the war with 
so much facility and effect. Butthe learned 
gent. opposite had said, that we had no 
right to interfere until we should have as- 
certained whether America would submit 
to the aggression of France. Did the hon. 
- gent. mean to say, that, until the American 
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merchant should be afraid to rick his cargo, 
which he might cover by insurance, lest be« 
fore its arrival at itsdestination, itshouldbe 
captired,we should defer taking the vigorous 
measures, which the measures of the enem 

had rendered necessary ? ‘That this country 
was to wait till it should know what might 
be the representations of the American go- 
vernment, by the conduct which that go. 
vernment had adopted during the last war, 
when it was every way in a better condi« 
tion to resist the injustice of the enemy ? 
But if they were to wait till the American 
government should insist upon those prin- 
ciples, by which the law of nations is up- 
held, they might wait till doomsday, as, 
whatever might be their feelings, the com. 
mercial people would attend to their com- 
mercial interests. Since the publication 
of this decree, which had been at first gene- 
ral as to all nations, some communication 
had taken place between the American mi- 
nister in this country and the French go- 
vernment, in consequence of which some 
practical relaxation of the decree had taken 
place. This was one ground why we 


should look upon America with jealousy ; - 


and it was an aggravation that she had, by 
a secret understanding with the French 
government, contrived to take her shipping 
out of the operation of the decree, that 
was at first general, and placed herself in a 
situation of connivance with the French’ 
government. An American agent might 
have represented to the French govern- 
ment, how little it could gain by the exe- 
cution of the decree, so far as America was 
concerned ; that France had not the power 
of intercepting American vessels, and 
therefore as she could not gain much, that 
she might the more readily take from the 
Americans the necessity of vindicating 
their own rights, by resisting the execu- 
tion of the decree, and leave their neutral 
flag still to cover French colonial produce. 
It was not surprising that the deputies of 


Hamburgh, and the Hans Towns, had _ 


failed in their mission to the French ruler; 
but when the case of America had been 
stated to him, it was too obvious not to 
awaken him to a sense of the policy of at. 
tending to it. If it should not also awaken 
his majesty’s government to a sense of 
what they ought to do, parliament ought 
to make them alive to the measures which 
should be adopted in consequence of the 
aggressions of the French government, and 
the supineness of his majesty’s ministers, 


On all these grounds he should support 
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i 
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the motion of his honourable and learned 
iend. 
: Lord Temple said, ifthe had had any doubts 
- gs to the propriety of granting the paper 
moved for by the hon, and learned gent. 
when he had given notice of his motion on 
aformer day, he felt that those doubts 
would have been greatly removed by the 
speech of the learned gent. himself, and 
of the noble lord who had just sat down. 
Nothing could:be more hostile to the con- 
stitutional principle than what had been 
stated by the learned gent, as the ground 
ofhismotion ; nothing more hostile to the 
feelings of that house, or to the interests 
of the country. It had always been his 
opinion, that it was the duty of that 
house to watch the conduct of his majes- 
ty’s ministers ; that it was the duty of the 
house to give them its confidence, until it 
should see some sufficient ground for with- 
drawing it, and to carry up advice to his 
majesty with respect to the great concerns 
of the government. But this was the first 
time in which it had been proposed to re- 
commend to his majesty from that house a 
great measure of warfare. This was the 
first instance of the house having been cal- 
led upon to go to the foot of the throne to 
tell his majesty, that the house, not appro- 
ving of a particular war measure, recom- 
mended another to be adopted in its place, 
If the house was of opinion that the war 
had been improvidently conducted by mi- 
nisters, it was their duty to state to his ma- 
jesty, and to the house, that circumstance: 
that they had forfeited their claim to con- 
fidence, and to address for their removal 
from office. But he looked upon the pre- 
sent proceeding as beiug most unconstitu- 
tional as it was most unprecedented, inas- 
much as it had for its object to force govern- 
ment to alter the measures it had adopted 
with respect to the neutrals of our allies, be- 
fore it could be known what effect they would 
produce. If the ground of the learned gent.’s 
motion were admitted, it would prove in- 
jurious to this country, and favourable to 
theenemy. The learned gent. had made 
an attack on his hon. friends for their op- 
posing this motion. But he could have 
wished, that the learned gent. had called 
to remembrance his own conduct, when 
he (lord T.) and some friends of his who 
disapproved of the treaty of Amiens, had 
supported a motion for some papers rela- 
ting to that treaty. It had then been objected 
to them, that the treaty was concluded, 
and no person had given a more decided 
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opposition to that motion than the learned 
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gentleman, with the whole force of his 

eloquence. The learned gent. had asked, © 
whether there was any precedent of a si- 

milar paper, when moved for, having been 

refused? but he should ask that learned 

gent. for a precedent of a similar paper 

having been asked to be produced ? Many 

orders of council had, on different occa- 

sions, been called for; but this was the 

first time in which an order of council had 

been called for immediately after it was 
made, and before it could be known what. 
effect it would produce, It was agreed on 

all hands, that this country possessed the 

right of retaliating ; but the question was, 

whether it would be politic in us to exer- 
cise that right to its full extent? The noble 
lord seemed to think it a great object to 
prevent her colonial produce from reaching 
France ; and the Jearned gent. had stated, 

that if that were effected, it would raise the 

price of our colonial produce in France. 

He admitted that such an effect would be 
the consequence. But was the noble lord 
aware of the consequences that would re~ 
sult to the commerce and manufactures of 
this country, if the neutral colonial trade 
were done away? The exports from this 
country amounted within the last year to 
24 millions, which, he admitted, had un- 
fortunately not all been exported in British 
vessels : 11 millions of these had been ex- 
ported to America, a small portion of which 
were for the American consumption, and 
the rest were disposed of in payment for 
colonial produce, which was afterwards 
brought to Europe. The utmost produce of 
the French colonies in one year, did not ex- 
ceed 4 or 5 millions, so that the/whole of 
the remainder must have been the produce 
of the British colonies. The effect of put- 
ting a stop to the colonial trade, therefore, 
would be to diminish the amount of the 
exports from Great Britain. The exports 
to America had sunk considerably during 
the last peace, because the trade which the 
Americans had enjoyed exclusively be- 
fore, was then carried on by the mother. 
countries, Another objection that appear-~ 
ed tohim against measures of rigorous 
retaliation was, that if American trade to 
French ports were to be stopped, according 
to his apprehensions, the interruption 
could not be extended to their trade to 
friendly neutral ports. The result there- 
fore would be, that French colonial pro- 
duce would be spread by the Americans all 
over Europe, and by meeting our own colo- 
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nial produce in every market diminish its va- 
_lue. Thelearned gent. hadexpressed some 
satisfaction that the right had not been con- 
ceded, though he could not conceive how 
the right could have been reserved if not 
acted upon; certainly it could no other- 
wise be a right reserved them by not being 
acted upon, viz. a right dormant until an 
occasion should occur for exercising it. 
The hon. and learned gent. had recom- 
mended as a substitute for the present mea- 
sure, to compel Awericans to touch at 
British ports, before they should be allow- 
ed to proceed tothe portsofFrance. This 
appeared to him a most extraordinary pro- 
position, that French colonial produce 
should be warehoused as British stores, and 
pay dutiesin this country. After the state- 
ment of his learned friend, it was not 1eces- 
sary to go more at length into this question. 

Sir Thomas Turton expressed his surprise 
that any reluctance should be betrayed to 
grant papers, for the production of which the 
most constitutional parliamentary grounds 
could be urged: that at least was his opi- 
nion, and he did not despair of being able to 
maintain it. The paper that was moved for, 
bore upon the face of it every possible mark 
of imbecility and indecision. All the com- 
mercial towns in the kingdom, indeed the 
whole country, considered it in that light, 
and lamented the want of that vigour and 
energy which should characterise the mea- 
sures of a British Administration. ‘The 
house was told, indeed, that to push mea- 
sures to a proper degree of retaliation 
would be to act in a manner not only in- 
jurious to neutral powers, but prejudicial to 
the interests of our own commerce. He 
was at a losstosee any satisfactory proof 
of such an assertion. In his mind, the real 
cause of this pusillanimous forbearance, was 
the fear of offending Awerica, the dread of 
breaking off the treaty lately pending 
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Lord Howick, although he felt it almost 
unnecessary to add any thing to what had 
already been offered upon that side of the 
question which it was. his wish to defend, 
yet he could not recoucile it to himself to 
give a silent vote, and therefore as no ong 
among those with whom he had the honour 
to act, seemed disposed to address the 
house, he could not forbear to request its 
indulgence for a few moments. As to the 
grounds upon which he felt it his duty to 
resist the production of the document al 
luded to in the motion, and which grounds 
were not correctly staied by the mover, he 
would take occasion to state them shortly 
to the house. Those grounds were, that 
unless a parliamentary ground were laid 
for the production of any public document, 
it was not usual to grant it; therefore it 
was by no means a matter of course to ace 
cede to such motions. And in opposing 
the learned gentleman’s motion, he felt 
that he was supporting a constitutional 
principle of that house, so far as it regarded 
the regularity of its proceedings. He 
could not assent to the production of ‘this 
paper, precisely for the reason which the 
learned gent. was so often forward to ase 
sert when on his side of the house ; namely, 
as he before said, until a parliamentary 
ground for its production was made out, 
Why, then, if such an objection were con- 
formable to the usage of the house, and the 
suggestions of common sense, it was for 
the house to examine the nature of the 
ground alleged for such a motion, to en- 
quire whether it would be consistent with 
its duty, with the interests of the country, 
and the confidence fairly due to bis majes- 
ty’s government to enter into the discussion, 
—With respect to the learned gent.’s 
charge, that he had manifested a disposition 
to desert the general principles which, 
while on another side of the house, he 


between this country and the American] was very tenacious of asserting, he challen- 


Sperramente That was the pistol held to 
the breast of ministers; and this their 
great anxiety to ward it off. He was 
happy, however, to learn that ministers 
did not mean to stop here, and that the 
present measure was only an experiment. 
If any thing farther was done, the country 
would be indebted for it to the motion made 
that night by the hon. and learned gent. 
‘Mr. Perceval); for without such incite- 
ment he was sorry to observe, that mi- 
nisters seemed of themselves little disposed 
to adupt any thing like vigorous and ener- 
getie measures. 


ged the learned gent. to make out that 
charge. In what instauce, he would ask, 
had he ever maintained that that house, to 
whom it belonged to enquire, deliberate, 
and decide, upon every proposition sube 
mitted to it, was bound, as matter of course, 
to agree to the production of any paper of 
this nature that might becalled for? Unless 
the learned gent. could shew that he had 
upon some occasion supported this extras 
ordinary doctrine, the charge he had ha- 
zarded must fall to. the ground. Indeed, 
the learned gent. himself confessed, soon 
after he had made his charge, that.it was 


| 
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not tenable ; for he stated that he remem- 
bered. no precedent inwhich a similar paper 
was refused, which formed a pretty strong 
evidence that none such was ever applied 
for by whe party with whom’ he. had the 
honour to act ; although a tolerably nume- 
rous list of orders of council were issued 
during the period in which that party oc- 
cupied the bench upon which the learned 
gent. now sat.—lLlaving stated that there 
was no precedent whatever for such a pro- 
ceeding as the learned gent. would per- 
suade the house to adopt, hie had no hesita- 
tion to add, that the reason was obvious. 
For such a proceeding would be nothing 
more nor less than to supersede the functions 
of the executive government, while it 
would call on the house to judge upon a 
subject, with regard to which it would be 
incompetent to decide without information 
which it would not be consistent with the 
public interest to grant. [He apprehended 
that the case to which the motion referred 
would appear to be precisely of that sort 
which it would not be proper for parlia- 
ment to discuss, for such discussion must 
amount to a direct and prejudicial interpo- 
sition with government in the conduct of 
the war, upon a measure just in its pro- 
gress, and upon the propriety of origi- 
nating, or the means of executing which, it 
would be impossible to form a fair and ade- 
quate opinion without information, such 
as it would be highly imprudent to make 
public ; such indeed as could not be called 
for, or at least such as he believed had 
never been called for before.—Now, then, 
what was the state of the case as to the 
learned gent,’s argument? Why, that. be- 
cause the French government had issued a 
decree, not less remarkable for impotency 
than for its injustice and extravagance ; 
- that because it proceeded upon the most 
- fallacious and mischievous principles ; that 
because it proclaimed a threat which it had 
not the power to execute, and which was 
only to be paralleled by another decree, 
issued some years back from the same na- 
tion, we should be called upon to discuss 
the question as to the propriey tof retaliation, 
The learned gent. must recollect that the 
recent decree of the enemy was two-fold ; 
the first part related to the confiscation of 
_ such articles of British produce and manu- 
facture as might be found in those countries 
on the continent, which might be subjected 
by their arms; the second part referred to 
the. confiscation of such British goods as 
qight be captured at sea on board neutral 


ships. Now, surely, the learned gent. 
would not, as to the first part, recommend 
that we should seek to retaliate upon those 
unfortunate states which were subjugated 
by the arms of France ; that those who 
were entitled to all the forbearance and 
moderation which the strong should grant 
to the weak, should become objects of our 
resentment, for an act of submission to 
which nothing but their weakness could re+ 
duce them. What did the learned gent, 
mean. by asserting that we had not taken a 
measure of complete retaliation? did he 
mean to say, that because the enemy wag 
guilty of violence and injustice, we ought 
to imitate him? There was a maxim in po- 
litics which he was almost ashamed to be 
under the necessity of maintaining on thie 
occasion, that every right is subject to con~ 
siderations of political expediency, In« 
deed, if it were not so, there were many 
rights whick would become burthensome,. 
Taking this maxim, then, into considera- 
tion, would the learned gent. himself main~ 
tain, that we ought to go to the full extent 
of our right in this instance? We had a 
right to confiscate all the French property 
to be found in England, in the funds or 
elsewhere ; we were entitled to call upon 
every man who had property in the funds 
in trust for any Frenchman, a subject. of 
France, to declare upon oath, and to sure 
render the amount of that property. But 
would the learned gent. advise the exercise 
of that right? (Here Mr. Perceval expres- 
sed his dissent.) The learned gent., added: 
the noble lord, seemed to revolt at such a 
proposition. Why, then, the question under 
consideration came to be regulated upon 
grounds of political expediency, and upon 
those grounds the learned gent. would calk 
upon the house to decide as to a measure 
which his majesty’s-ministers felt it their 
duty, after the best deliberation in their 
power, to adopt. He submitted, whether, 
if these ministers were deserving of the 
confidence of the house, and he would ask | 
no unreasonable confidence for them; it 
would be right to entertain a discussion as; 
to the propriety of their conduct at present, 
particularly. as the order referred to in the 
motion, being 9 question of political expes. 
diency,' must depend upon the consideras 
tion of various points which it was quite 
impogsible that that house could at present: 
consistently touch. Into this: part of the: 
subject his learned friend (sir John Nicholls); 

had already entered, and had left little-for: 
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three points connected with the subject of 
the order referred to in the motion, which 
he could not forbear to mention, because 
they would serve to shew what kind of in- 
formation must be laid before the house, 
in order that it should become competent 
to decide upon the question which the 
learned gentleman would urge the house to 
investigate. Now, first of all, it would be 
necessary to shew the nature of our com- 
munications and relations with other powers, 
how far they concurred in the matter of the 
order alluded to; how it was likely to affect 
them; also, how it was to affect ourselves ; 
how it might, notwithstanding the rigour 
of the French decree, operate to promote 
our commerce ; how, in fact, it was likely 
to become a great means of sustaining 
and advancing thatcommerce. Wouldthe 
house desire that such communications 
should be published? Certainly not. For 
these circumstances were such as could not 
be made known without exposing some vul- 
nerable points on our part, and on that of 
the enemy, and defeating the ends which 
we had in view.—With these observations 
he thought he might very well close, fully 
satisfied that the justice of the cause he 
supported was fully established ; but there 
were a few remarks from the noble lord 
(Castlereagh), which he felt it proper to 
notice. That noble lord had asserted. that 
the French decree of 1798, relative to our 
commerce, did not go so far as that to 
which the order of council alluded. But 
the noble lord was mistaken : for the former 
decree condemned to confiscation both the 
ship and cargo, if any portion whatever of 
English commodities were found on board ; 
while the latter only condemned the cargo, 
and not the ship, as the hon. and learned 
baronet (sir T. Turton) had ignorantly 
stated, And as to the noble lord’s allu- 
sion to Portugal, there was no material 
difference with regard to us between the 
connection with France, in 1798, and that 
which she had at present. But to return 
to the decree of 1798: it surely could 
not be pretended that there was such 
a difference between the relative circum- 
stances of that country and this, at that 
time and the present, as to justify the 
ministry of that day in thinking that this 
decree required no measure of counterac- 
tion whatever, if the present ministry were 
to be condemned for not going the full 
length of imitating the wildness and extra- 
vagance of the enemy. How was it to be 
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tion was proper in the one case, if some ef- 
fort to retaliate was to be culpable in the 
other, because that effort did not go to the 
extreme of an indiscriminate retaliation? 
He did not put this from any wish to find 
fault with the conduct of ministers in 1798. 
On the contrary, he believed their forbear- 
ance wise, although the power of the ene- 
my to execute his menaces was, it would 
be recollected, materially greater in 1798, 
than it was at present; for at the former 
period his maritime strength was consider. 
able. The battle of the Nile had not then 
been fought.—On the whole, the noble 
lord declared that he could not see any reas 
son to warrant total forbearance in 1798, 
if it were inconsistent at all to forbear in 
the instance under consideration. But as 
to the manner in which the French de- 
cree of 1798 had been executed towards 
neutral powers, the noble lord (Cas- 
tlereagh), he observed, dwelt particularly 
on the circumstance of its having been re- 
pealed with regard to America, and the no« 
ble lord seemed very jealous lest the Ameri. 
cans should be exempted from the opera- 
tion of the late decree also. Indeed, the 
noble lord had stated, that he understood 
the resolution to relax this decree with re- 


‘spect to America, had been already com. 


municated to the American minister here, 
Where the noble Jord had obtained that in- 
formation, he could not pretend to say. 
Certainly the noble lord was better inform- 
ed than he was; for he had heard of no 
such thing, but he was authorized to say, 
that the American minister had received 
no official communication of any such na- 
ture. But supposing that a relaxation of 
this decree in favour of America had ac- 
tually taken place, aud admitting all that 
the noble lord had stated to be really true; 
what course would the noble lord recom- 
mend to us in consequence? Would he 
advise, that because America was exemp- 
ted by France, from the operation of a 
measure hostile to all neutral powers ; that 
because our commerce and manufactures 
were allowed the opportunity of convey- 
ance in American ships, to that part of the 
continent, our direct intercourse with which 
the enemy had it in bis power to ob- 
struct, we ought to declare war against 
America? In truth the whole amount of 
the noble lord’s argument, seemed to be 
this, that as America was exposed to the’ 
injustice of France, she ought to be expo- 
sed to farther injustice from this country. 
—With regard to our treaty with America,! 


made out that total abstinence from retalia: 


| 
| 


‘which the learned gent. so loudly com- 


. that the commerce of this country would 


he could not conéeive the grounds upon 
which the learned mover of the proposition 
before the house could warrant his very 
frequent allusions to that treaty. It was a 
subject that he dared not enter into, because 
this house would not allow it; but yet, he 
was perpetually nibbling at it; aware that 
ministers could not consistently answer his 
insinuations. The learned gent. had sta- 
ted that the existence of the non-importa- 
tion act rendered it degrading in us to en- 
ter into a negociation with America. But 
to this he would only say, that whether 
it was right or not to enter into the ne- 
gociation, or what the circumstances were 
under which it commenced, were questions 
which he should not much enquire about, 
if the treaty should be found such as con-' 
sistently with the honour and interest of 
the country ought to have been conclu- 
ded. If, however, the learned gent. thought 
the commencement of the negociation so 
very disgraceful to the country, why did 
he not last session of parliament, when he 
had not so much information upon the 
subject as he had at present, move an 
address to his majesty for the removal of 
those ministers, who could have involved 
the country in a proceeding so dishonour- 
able as to treat with a nation which held 
a hostile tone ?—But to return to the mea- 
sure of forbearance and moderation in the 
order alluded to in the motion, and of 


lained; he would again seriously ask 
im, whether he would prefer the coun- 
try to retaliate any proceeding of the 
French government which might be dic- 
tated by hostility to us? If so, he must 
be betrayed into gross inconsistency, and 
something more, for he must recollect 
the decree of 1798, already referred to; 
but still more, he must recollect the san- 
guinary decree issued at the early part 
of the revolution, ordering that no quar- 
ter should be given to English soldiers, 
and that no retaliation was attempted to 
either. Where, indeed, could the man 
be found in this country, capable of pro- 
posing reprisal for the latter? Nothing of 
the kind was ever mentioned in this coun- 
try, and it was found in France that the 
order could not be reduced to practice. 
Such also, he had no doubt, would be the 
fate of the decree under discussion, and 


be the best consulted, and its prosperity 
most securely preserved, by a perseverance 
on our part in that system of forbearance 
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and moderation which we had heretofure 
pursued, and to which those flourishing 
circumstances which the noble lord so of- 
ten brought forward his numerous accounts 
to prove, were so materially attributable. 
That by continuing this system, we should 
continue to prosper, he had not the least 
doubt, notwithstanding the violent decree 
of the enemy, unless it were determined, 
by adopting the learned gentleman’s ad- 
vice, to assist the views of that enemy 
for the destruction of our commerce, 
Really, he knew nothing to which to com< 
pare the learned gent.’s advice on this 
subject, but to an old story he had once 
heard of a poor man who wished to get 
some cocoa-nuts. So he sat about throw- 
ing stones and rubbish at a monkey which 
he perceived in a cocoa-tree, and the little 
animal in revenge flung the cocoa-nuts at 
him. So the learned gent. in revenge for 
the provocations of Buonaparte would fling 
the commerce of England at him. Under 
all the circumstances of the case before the 
house, the noble lord trusted that the con- 
duct of ministers would not be judged of 
upon imperfect evidence, and that they 
would not be called upon to assent to the 
production of a public document, upon such 
grounds as had never before been recogni- 
zed or assented to. He demanded, on the 
part of ministers, no more confidence from 
parliament than was necessary to enable 
them to execute the duties of their offices. If 
they were undeserving of that confidence, 
they were unworthy of those offices, and 
ought to be removed. ‘To make a motion 
at once to that effect, would, in his judge- 
ment, be amore fair and manly mode of 
attack than to submit such a motion as 
that before the house, and to such a dis- 
cussion which the mover professed to have 
in view. The noble lord concluded with 
disclaming the construction applied by the 
hon. baronet (sir T. Turton) to the words 
of his learned friend (sir John Nicholls), 
namely, that he had stated ministers to 
have an ulterior measure in view, upon 
the subject ofthis order. Hedid not un- 
derstand any such thing from his learned 
friend. Allhe had said was, that if the order 
referred toin the motion should be found 
not to answer the end in view, furthermea-'_. 
sures would be resorted to; and no doubt 
they would. There could be no reason 
to apprehend that his majesty’s ministers 
would hesitate to adoptany measures that 
should be thought necessary, from the 
fear of any government whatever, / 
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_ its execution; if this inference were correct, 
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- Mr. Perceval, in'reply, declared that he 
must think it impossible that he could have 
been so completely misconceived by any 


person who had heard him deliver his sen- 


timents upon the present subject, as he ap- 
peared to be-by the noble lord who had just 
sat down. The only way im which he could 
possibly account for the noble lord having 
delivered the speech he did, and apparently 
directed as an answer to him (Mr. Perce- 
val), was, that he supposed his lordship had 
adopted a mode which was very frequently, 
nay, generally, adopted by the ablest ora- 


tors, of considering what objections could 


possibly be urged against the statements 
which he had laid down. In making this 
calculation, he had evidently anticipated 
the arguments which were to be advan- 
ced on this side of the house; he had accor- 
dingly formed his answer to these imagi- 
nary objections, and the anecdote of Sin- 
bad the sailor his lordship thought to be so 
extremely applicable to his purpose, that 
he could not possibly let slip the opportu- 
nity of relating itto the house. The hon. 
and learned gent. then entered into a mi- 
nute reply to all the observations that had 
been advanced in support of the refusal to 
produce the order in council. Several of 
the assertions that had been laid to his 
charge, he felt it to be a duty which he 
owed to himself, most positively to deny. 
Then, as to the declaration which had 
been made bya noble earl on the other side 
(earl Temple), that, if this motion were to 
have been followed up by another for the 
removalof his majesty’s ministers, that then 
and then only, he would have given it his 
support ; this really appeared to him to be 
80 extravagant, that it would lead to this 
conclusion, that parliament would be so 
circumscribed that, unless the member who 
called for a paper in some degree implica- 
ting the conduct of ministers were prepa- 
ted immediately to move for an address, 
praying that such ministers should be dis- 
missed from his majesty’s councils ; unless 
this were the case, parliament could never 
hope to be put in possession of any paper 
which had a tendency, in the slightest de- 
gree, to reflect on the conduct of his majes- 
ty’s ministers. With respect to another ar- 
~gument, that a measure should not be en- 
quired into, while it wasin the progress of 


then every address which was ever moved 
for in that house, praying that a concl sion 
might be put'to a war, on account of its cir- 
dumstances, and its manner of being con- 


ducted, was erroneous; the house shoul 


ject of the war at that time; no, they should 
have waited till the war was ended, befor 
they should have presumed to have serio 

entertained a motion of that nature. Whe 
he had said was, that the measure would 
not be productive of any very serious injuty 
to the enemy, and that it could not possi. 
bly produce any very material benefit 
this country. If in the present circumstay 
ces of Europe, if in the present state of the 
enemy, and in the present state of our own 
marine, we adopted such an inefficient mea. 
sure of retaliation as this was, he thought 
that it would be declaring to the enemy, it 
would bé also publishing to all neutrals in 
the face of Europe, that we were not prepa. 
red to assert our right in any circumstances 
whatever, As to France herself, he con 
ceived that she had put herself out of 
the pale and protection of the law of na. 
tions, and, as to the hardship upon the 
subjects of neutral powers, he must com 
fess that he would be sorry for them, but 
then it would be evident to the world 
that this evil had been brought on by the 
enemy, that on our part it was only a 
measure of self-defence. The noble lord 
(Howick), however, at the end of the de 
bate, had stated, that as a minister he 
could not feel himself authorised to declare 
to the house the full particulars upon 
which the measure was founded, lest it 
might tend to a disclosure of cireumstan. 
ces that would, or might eventually, be 
prejudicial to the interests of neutral pow- 
ers, This, however, was not mentioned un- 
til now; he did not know how it could 
possibly affect the interests of other na 
tions, but he must bow to the noble lord 
in the situation he was, and give him full 
credit for his assertion. Wiith his undere 
standing he should not press his motion 
any farther under such circumstances, 
{Here the hon. and learned member cons 
ceived that he saw a smile or some gesture 
indicative of triumphon the treasury bench. 
There was no such great reason for trix 
umph as gentlemen seemed to imagine: 
the question appeared to be entirely aban 
doned by ministers, and, had the noble lord 
been equally explicit on a former occasion, 
he would not, perhaps, have been troubled 
with the present debate.—The question 
was then put on Mr. Perceval’s motion; 


and negatived without a division.—The 
other orders of the day were then disposed 


of, and the house adjourned, 
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. tty lords, therely a question of humanity, 


‘legislate. But in this instance I contend, 
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[Stave Trave The 
order of the day being -read for the second 
feading of the Slave Trade Abolition bill, 

Lord Grenville rose and spoke as follows: 
s_In stating to your lordships, in detail, 
some of the arguments on which this im- 
portant measure rests, I hope I shall be 
excused by your lordships if 1 should feel 
myself obliged, in some instances, to tread 
over the same ground which has become so 
familiar to you in the course of a discus- 
sion which has lasted for 20 years. After 
the investigation this subject has already 
undergone, it is scarcely possible to avoid 
fepeating, in some instances, the same ar- 

ments to which we have so long been 
accustomed. I will, however, my lords, 
proceed to the discussion without further 

troduction, and, .in the first place, to 
State that argument which. is the principal 
foundation of this measure, namely, justice. 
This measure rests upon justice, and calls 
imperatively upon your lordships for your 
approbation and support. Had it been, 


fam ready to admit that it might then 
have become a consideration with your 
lordships as to how far you would extend 
or circumscribe that humanity. Had it 
been simply a question involving the inte- 
tests or welfare of the British empire in 
the West Indies, it would then certainly 
have been a question with your lordships 
how far and in what respect you should 


that justice imperiously calls upon your 
lordships to abolish the Slave Trade. 1 
have heatd some opinions urged to the: 
effect as if justice could conta opposite} 
and contradictory tenets. Justice, my) 
lords, is one, uniform and immutable. is. 
it to be endured that the profits obtained, 
by robbery are to be urged as an argument. 
for the continuance of robbery? Justice 
‘js still the same, and you are called upon 
by this measure not ortly to do justice to 

he oppressed and injured natives of Africa, 
but also to your own planters; to inter- 
ne between the planters of yout own 
slands and theif othetwise céftain ruin 
‘and destruction. You are called upon to 
‘ justice to your own planters in spite of 
their prejudices and their fears, and’ to 
‘prevent them by this measure fram meeting 
that desttuction which is otherwise certain 
and inevitable. Was it, therefore, a trade 
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instead of being, as it is; wicked, eriminal 
and detestable, that you were now calle 
upon to abolish, this would be an unanswer- 
able argument for its abolition; that its con- 
tinudnce must produce the ruin of ovf., 
planters. But, my Jotds, when it is con 
sidered that this trade is the most criminal 
that any country can be engaged in; when itis 
considered how much guilt has been incurred. 
in carrying it on, in tearing the unhapp7 
Africans by thousands and tens of tho 1- 
sands, from their families; their friends 
their connections, and their social ties, and 
dooming them to a life of slavery anc 
mergit and after incurring all this guilt, 
that the continuance of the criminal traffic 
must end in the ruin of the planters in your 
islands, who vainly expect profit from it, 
ee there can be no doubt that this de- 
testable trade ought atonce tobe abolished. 
We have heard, however, statements addus | 
ced for the purpose of attempting to prove 
that the present state of the population of 
the islands cannot be kept up without fresh 
importations, We are then to be told that 
that law of nature, which has Kitherto bees 
considered as universal, meets with ap ex- 
ception in the West Indies; and that there 
alone the increase and multiplication of 
the human species does not take place, 
Let us therefore examine how far this 
statement agrees with facts; Some years 
since I was engaged in calculations res 
specting the population of the West-Indig 
islands, along with a person who to many 
great and brilliant qualifications, added 3 
completeknowledge of political arithmetic; 
I mean the late Mr. Pitt. The result of tho 
calculations was, with respect to the island. 
of Jamaica, that from the year 1698 to 
1730, the excess of deaths above the births 
amounted to 34 per cent. ; fret 1790 t 
1755, to 2§ per cent, ; from 1755 to 1769, 
to 13 per cent.; from 1769 to 1780, to 
3-5ths per cent. ; and theaverage of three 
years ending, in 1798 or 1800, it is nat 
material which, gives an excess of deaths 
of only 1-24th per cent. In this calcula- 
tion is included the* whole population of 
the island, and of course the fresh im- 
portations; and it is well known, that 
with respect to the latter, the negroes 
newly imported die in the barhouss Lefore 
they are landed to the amount of 5 per - 
cent.; and that many more die goon aftet 
they are set to works It is therefore cleat 
that ‘the popolation of, the island is per- 
fectly competent to support itself. It js. 


which was ‘in itself lovely and amiable, 
Vou. 


oe also that in Dominica, although 
2U. 
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2 newer island, and although fresh, lands|in order than one, body of natives. . M 
are known to be inimical to the incre ase jopinion is directly the contrary. Fresh 
of population, there is an excess of births |importations are surely more likely to put 
above the deaths. The argument, there-|those negroes already on the island in 
fore, that fresh importations are necessary |mind of the injustice they had_ pre. 
to keep.up the present population of th e| viously suffered, and there is little difficulty 
islands, completely fails. But then we are} in communicating a seuse of injustice and 
told that fresh importations are necessary | oppression from man to man. Probibit 
in order to cultivate new lands. My lords,| fresh importations, and let the negroes ale 
to encourage the continuance, of the trade} ready on the islands be well treated and 
for this purpose is to ruin the planters of | properly protected, and they will become 
your islands: are they not now distressed | sensible of the protection and kindness exe 
y the accumulation of produce on their} tended to them, and gradually lose their 
hands, for which they cannot find a mar- | feelings of the original injustice practised 
ket; and willit not therefore be adding|upon them. The horrors of St. Domingo 
to their distress, and leading the planters| have been, however, presented to our 
on to their ruin, if you suffer the continu-| view ; but to what are they to be attri. 
ance of fresh importations? Even, how- | buted? tothe violation of solemn promises, 
ever, on the supposition that the cultiva-j to the breach of faith towards the negroes, 
tion of the waste lands in Jamaica, or of | and the gross injustice practised towards 
nearly the whole extent of the island of }them. My lords, so far from the abolition 
Trinidad, could produce profit to the plan-|of the slave trade having a tendency to 
_ ters, is it to be endured that this detestable | produce those horrors in our islands, I con- 
traffic is to be continued, aud such a mass | tend that it is the only measure that can 
of human misery produced, not to prevent} prevent them. J have endeavoured to 
loss but to create gain? My lords, ac-| prove, my lords, that the continuance of 
cording to a very moderate calculation, to} this trade is unnecessary, with a view to 
bring into cultivation the waste lands in| the present state of the population of the 
the islands of Jamaica, the slave trade |islands, as that can support itself; that to 
miust be continued for two or three centu-| suffer it to continue for the purpose of cul- 
ries longer, and, to cultivate nearly the} tivating new lands, will be certain ruin to 
whole island of Trinidad, a much lunge) | the planters, and that the abolition of the 
period, whilst it would take a million o/ | trade is the only way of avoiding, in your 
those unfortunate beings from Africa to|own islands, the horrors which have af. 
cultivate each island ; tu cultivate Trinidad | flicted St. Domingo. Some years since, it 
even a greater number. Were it possible, | was thought that a gradual abolition was 
my lords, that these two millions of human | the best mode of destroying this trade ; the 
beings could be collected together at the] advocates at that period, of gradual aboli. 
same time, and that they could be contem-| tion, must now be adopted for a total abo- 
plated with the reflection that they were to} lition, for the period has arrived to. which 
be torn from their families and their friends, | they looked forward, namely, when the po- 
that every social tie was to be broken} pulation of the islands would be able to 
asunder, that they were to be delivered |support itself, Nothing but a total aboli- 
over to barbarity and oppression, and were | tion will now satisfy justice. Let us not 
“to-endure the greatest misery that it is pos-| think that any regulations in the islands 
‘sible for human beings to suffer; would it|can be carried into effect with a view to 
‘be endured by any one of your Jerdships, | abolition: on the contrary, abolition must 
that a traffic productive of so much mivery | take place with a view to regulations. In 
-should be continued for an instant? would{ the year 1792, when the proposed abolition 
it ‘not soften the obdurate heart of the}of the slave trade was negatived, it was 
" “greatest barbarian that ever tyrannized in a| agreed to address his majesty, praying him 
‘slave ship? We were told, however, yes- | to send instructions to the governors of the 
‘terday, by the learned counsel at the bar,/ colonies to procure the adoption of mea 
‘that fresh -importations were necessary, in}sures for the better protection, and the 
‘order that the slaves might be more easily | better treatment of the negroes. What 
“governed ; we were told of the favourite|was the consequence? My lords, I wish 
‘maxim of divide et impera, and that by fresh} not to inflame, and therefore I will simply 
*importations the slaves were more readily | refer your lordships to the correspondence 
“divided into classes, and more easily kept | upon the table relative to that subject, and 
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fine of eleven pounds. 


- interest in the welfare and prosperity of the 


dence in theif loyalty and attachment. 


‘particularly to that’ of my lord Seaforth, 


the governor of Barbadoes; three most 
horrible and dreadful murders of slaves 
were committed in that island, attended 
with ‘circumstances of barbarity, which | 
will not shock your lordships by detailing. 
Lord Seaforth of course instituted an en- 
quiry, upon which it was found that the 
murder of a slave was only punishable by a 
That noble lord, 
in conformity to the instructions he had 
feceived, and with a proper regard for the 
British character, immediately proposed to 
the legislature of the island, to enact a law, 
which-affixed the punishment of death to 
the murder of a'slave. How was this propo- 
sition received ? it was received, my lords, 
with insult, and the council and house of 
assembly returned answers in language 
fitting, as they conceived, to the insult 
which had* been otlered to them. What 
the is to be expected from ‘regulations to 
be adopted by the colonial assemblies? It 
is'but right, however, that I should state, 
that I have heard it reported ‘that the legis- 
lature of Barbadoes has‘ since adopted the 


_ Course which justice pointed out, and have 


afixed the proper punishment to the mur- 
der of a slave. Still, however, if the evi- 
dence of a slave is not to be received 
against a white, is there not given to the 
aster an opportunity of tyrannizing over 
his slaves, and inflicting’ on them dreadful 
truelties without the possibility of bringing 
him to justice? Let us, my lords, abolish 
this criminal traflic, and we may look for- 
ward to the period when the slaves, become 
i a great degree natives of the islands, 
will feel the benefits of the protection ex- 
tended to them, and the good treatment 
they experience, and will evince a corre- 
sponding attachment to the country from 
which they receive those benefits. Through- 
out all history we find that the progress 
from slavery to liberty has been ‘first’ by 
means of personal slaves becoming predial, 
or attached to the land, and from thence 
they have ascended to freedom. . My lords, 
T look forward to the period when the ne- 
in the West-India islands, becoming 

bourers, rather than slaves, will feel an 


country to whom ‘they are ‘indebted for 
protection, and of the islands where they 
éxperience real comforts, and ‘when: they 
may be called upon to share largely in the: 
defence of those islands with a’sure confi- 
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the abdlition of the slave trade is one to 
which I cannot think that any one who dis- 
p ssionately considers the subject, can give 
a negative. What right do we derive from 
any human institution, or any divine or- 
dinance, to tear the natives of Africa, to 


deprive them by force of the means. of-la- 


bouring for their own advantage, and to 
compel them to labour for our-profit? If 


then to do’so is gross injustice’and oppres- 


sion, as [contend it evidently and undoubt- 
edly is, can there be a question that the cha- 
racter of the country ought to be cleared. 
from the stain impressed by thé guilt of such 
atraftic, of a traffic by the effect of which we 
keep Africa in a state of barbarity and de« 
solation? In support of the trade,’ it has’ 
been said, that if we did not take away the’ 
individuals who are the abjects of it, they’ 
would, be put to death either as prisoners’ 
taken in ‘war, or for witchcraftjor other 
crimes; but is itnot evident, from the testi.’ 
mony we have upon this‘ sébject, that 


‘this is not the ‘fact ? On®the contrary, 


-bave not onlyevery reason to believe that’ 
the men niade prisoners in’ war would°be,) 
‘according to the custom’of barbarous 
tions, made domestic slaves to their captors, 
but we have every reasou to conclude, that 

it is the temptations held out ‘to the‘chiefs 

on the coast af Africa, for the gratification 
of their passions, that induces them ‘to’ 
enter into those frequent wars, and that. 


‘produces those frequent accusations of- 


crimes, by means of which negroes are pro-' 
cured for the purpose of selling them ‘to’ 
our traders. Of the desolating‘ influence’ 
of the slave trade, in Africa, ‘and its effects” 
in keeping the country. in a state of barba-’ 
rity, we have: sufficient evidence: in ‘the’ 
‘Travels of Mr. Parke on‘that'continent, al- 
though the work was edited by a person’ 
known to be one of the-most active oppo-' 
nents of the abolition ‘of the slave''trade. _ 
Yet we find in that work, that it is towards’ 
the interior of the>country, that 
pulation and. civilization.inerease, aud 
that on? the coast: barbarity cotitinues’ 
to prevail, which can‘only ‘be attributed’ 
to the. influence of the tradey: whith: 
your lordships are now called upon ‘to’ 
abolish. My lords, an argument was used’ 
against this measure last session which I 
cannot \ conceive : entitled -to the’ least: 
weight. It was said that we ought not to’ 
abolish >this trade, unless other powers 
would agree “likewise to abolish it; that is 


My lords, the measure now proposed for 


justice; anless other powers would consent 


to say, that: we should not’do an actof 
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or rather that we should continue to com- 
mit injustice, aad persist in guilt, in crimi- 
nality, because if we did not, other powers 
would, As well might it be said, thata 
ynan could be justified in robbing another, 
because if he did not, he knew there was @ 
banditti ready to commit the robbery ; or 
that an assassin would be justified in com- 
mitting murder, because he knew that if he 
did not, others wete ready to perpetrate it. 
This argument, however, bad as it is, fails 
in its own grounds. The united states of 
America, who had fixed the period of the 
abolition to take place in 1808, have anti- 
eipated that peried (I wish we had had the 
glory ef being the first in the race), and 
there is already, according to the last ac- 
counts, @ bill in its unresisted progress 
through the legislature, for the immediate 
abolition of this trade, in which it is de- 
¢lared that death shall be the punishment 
of those: who deal. in the blood of their 
fellow creatures.: With respect to the Eu- 
ropean, powers, how are France and Spain 


t@ carry.on the trade? Sweden never en-[ 


gaged im it... There remains only Portugal, 
and how is that power to carry on the trade? 


Is it to. our; own islands; where we pro- 


hibit its. is it to the French islands, which 
we block up); is it to the Spanish islands, 
where we preventiit; and where is Portugal 
to fiad. capital to.carry it on? Another ob- 
advanced: by a noble and learned 
ord (Elon) is, that this measure does not 
come up to.the resolution passed last ses- 
sions, and that instead of the abolition of 
te African, slave tyade, we are only abo- 
lishing thé British traffic in that trade; but 
is,it to be contended, my lords, that because 
we cannot embrace all the good that may 
be dene, that therefore we are not to effect 
@ partial good? df that were the case, we 
could never effactany:good whatever. My 
lords, :in, calling your atiention to this great 
measure, let megentreat you to consider that 
the whole cquatry looks to the parliament 
to, wipe away the stigma attached, to its 
@haracter, in continuing this detestable 
traffie; that, it looks not merely to parlia- 
ent, byt to, your lordships’ house. Twice 
has this measiize failed im this house, and if 
this iniquitoys. trafic is. not now abolished, 
theguilsy will rest with yourlordships. We 
have to lament the loss, in the other house 
of parliament, of some of the ablest and 
distinguished advocates for the aboli- 
tion ; we bavealso to lament in this: bouse; 
the loss of some of its able and strenuous 
Suppyrters. Still, however, if your lord- 
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ships should agree to the abolition of this 
imhuman trade in blood, as | trust you wil} 
feel it due to your own character and tg 
the character of the country to do, it wil] 
meet im the other house of parliament with 
the strenuous support of a person to whom 
the country is deeply indebted for having 
originally proposed the measure, and for 
baving followed up that proposition. by 
every exertion from which a chance could 
‘be derived of success: J cannot conceive 
‘any consciousness more truly gratifying 
than must be enjoyed by that person, on 
finding a measure to whieh he has devoted 
the labour of his life, carried into effect—g 
‘measure so truly benevolent, so admirably 
conducive to the virtuous prosperity. of bis - 
‘country, and the welfare of mankind 
measure which will diffuse happiness 
‘amongst millions, now ig existence, and 
'for which-his: memory will be-blessed by 
‘millions yet unborn. My lords, I haveto 
‘apologize for having troubled your lords 
‘ships so long; but upon a measure of such 
importance—a measure, for the completion 


of which Ihave been labouring for the last 
years—the ardent zeal which I felt for 
‘the attainment of such an object, will, I 
‘trust, plead my exeuse. The noble. lord 
bill be now. 


concluded by moving that the 
read second time. 
The Duke of ‘Clarence assured their 
lordsbips that he-had ocular proof of the 
manner in which the plavters behaved ta 
the negroes; he had been in almost every 
island in the West Indies, he had conversed 
with ihe people themselves, and the result 
of all his observations and all his enquiries 
was a most clear and positive convictionon 
his mind, that there was not the least founs 
dation in fact for the charge which had 
been brought against the planters of ill- 
treatment to-their slaves. The noble lord, 
among other things, bad said, that we 
should look to. the tate of St. Domingo; 
every, moan, who wished well to the com- 
mercial interests of this country, must agree, 
with-his lordship, and also hope that their 
lordships would weigh deliberately in their 
minds the fate of St. Domingo, before they 
came to a decision upon this important 
question. Jt was not at present compe- 
tent to England to prefer any. claim to 
sovereignty over that island; and whens 
ever the time of peace should arrive, the 
French most probably would turn their 
uttention towards the recovery of an ise, 
\and which had been lost to them by. in- 


surrection and sevolt. No other nation 
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disturbances in our islands, and endeavour 


to our bosoms and our feelings of huma- 


the resolution of last parliament, now on 


on earth could reasonably interpose their 
authority or their influence between two 

ies $0 Circumstanced, and it was far from 
being improbable that that island would 
one day be im the hands of France. . He 
most seriously called upon their lordships 
to consider what might probably be the con- 

vence of such a re-assumption of power, 
by the natural enemy of this country, if at 
the same time we were to have abolished our 
only mode of supplying our islands - with 
Jabourers Would they not, with an island 
of so great extent at their command, would 
they not continue to import; and if they 
could not frustrate our views of abolition 
by smuggling, would they not at least on 
the first appearance of misunderstanding 
between them and Great Britain, foment 


to.accomplish that most-prevailing wish of 
their present ruler, by the destruction of 
British commerce? ‘ta 

The Duke of Gloucester.—My lords, I 
cannot find language sufliciently strong to 
express uny abhorrence and detestation of 
this abominable traflic in human blood; 
and I think the present. question is the most 
momentous that ever came before your 
lordships:: for what question can be more 
momentous, or come more closely home 


nity, than that which concerns the welfare, 
the happiness, nay even the lives of my- 
riads of our fellow creatures? Adverting to 


your lordships’ table, declaring that the 
Slave Trade is contrary to justive, huma- 
nity, and policy, can you still allow British 
subjects to carry on what has been thus 
solemnly declared to be unjust, inhuman, 
and impolitic? It has been told us from 
the opposite side of the house, that 
the mortality among the slaves has of 
late years decreased, and that the negroes 
were flourishing ; but I can tell your lord- 
ships the real cause of that decrease in 
mortality: It arises not from the situation 
of the slaves having been actually ame- 
liorated, but from the encouragement 
given by some planters to the breed of free 
negroes, instead of purchasing slaves. They 
find, from experience, that the former, 
though, perhaps, the slower method of 
procuring a supply of labourers, is yet by 
far the most beneficial in the end to the 
planters, as. it is also more consonant to 
the feelings of humanity. As to the ruin 
that will fall upon the merchants engaged 
in this traffic, if it is puta stop to, I have 
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branches of trade that might be opened in 
lieu of it, I bave been om board. of and 
inspected several of the vessels employed 
in these inhuman voyages, and F do not 
think ‘there are any ships in the world bet- 


ter qualified for transports for eonveying 


ed against the present bill, that the passing 
of destroy: one of the finest nurs 
series for our seamen; but this cannot be 
correct, for I know, from an actual exami» 
nation into the subject, that only one: half 
of the seamen employed on any one 
slave voyage, returned to this country, 
the rest generally dying om the voyage. 
In fact, there are two-thirds more sea 
men lost to this country in this manner 
than. the boasted nursery of the African 
slave trade produces. Ht has been suid 


Africa would murder the prisoners they 
brought down to the coast with the view of 
exposing them. to sale; but I do not think 


manver.—FHis: highness concluded with re- 
peating his abhiorrencé of the teade, and 
gave his warmest support tothe bill, > 
The Earl of Morton opposed the bill, 
and recommended: to their lordships to 
pause, and to consider whether the aboli~ 
tion of the trade would not be attended 
with worse consequences in the view of hu- 
manity, than its continuation, 

The Earl of Westmoreland said, that in 
the British West-India islands the life of the 
slave was protected by the law as well as 
that of any other inhabitant. The house had 
been told that they should prevent the con- 
tinuance of oppression and cruelty ; but the 
question was not as to how far we ought to 


was in our power was capable of effecting 


no other means of working her mines than 
by the employment of slaves; could we 
suppose that she would give it up? indeed 
nothing had been said about her. Of 
France there had been something like a 
whisper that she would relinquish the trade, 
and it was then inferred that Spain would 


sed, but had not yet given up the traffic; 
and who could answer for Carolina, that it 
would agree to the resolutions of the other 
states on that head? If we abandoned this 
trade, it was certain that some others 
would take it up, who might not act with 
sa'‘much humanity as the British traders; 


to. observe, that there are many new 


and with it we should abandon the employ- 


troops than they ase. It hus been also ur> « 


against the abolition, that the natives of — 


that one single life: would be lost in this — 


exert ourselves to put an end to practices - 
of that nature, but how far any thing that _ 


that purpose. Portugal, for instance, had. 


follow her example. America had promi- — 
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ment.of one million capital, about 6 or 700 
ships, and. from 16. to 20,000. ‘seamen. 
This; he. maintained, would occasion the 
Joss of nearly one-third of the amount of 

British imports and exports. He had a 
stronger objection yet to make against the 
adoption, of this measure, namely, that if 
such a system were acted upon, no proper- 
ty could be reckoned ‘safe which could fall 
within: the power-of :the legislature ; upon 
such a principle as this the tithes of the 

clergy, and the very freehold estates of the 
Jandholders might be sacrificed: to field- 
preaching and popiilar declamation. His 
conduct, however, should never receive the 
smallest degree of influence from. such 
powers as those, and though he should see 
the presbyterian and the prelate, the me- 
thodist and:field-preacher, the jacobin and 
‘the-murderer unite in support of it, in that 
hovse he wouldiraise his voice against it. 
The Earl of Sedkirk-could not reconcile 
to. his mind the distinctions: made by the 

noble earl who ‘had just, sat.down.. If he 
was right.in his conception of what bad 
fallen from that noble: lord’ relative to the 
dispengations: of Providence, it went) the 
length,;of .asserting, that no cognizance 
should be taken ofany moral offence, how- 
ever aggravated .or injurious to society, 
If human duties were thus estimated, and 
vicious deeds: only considered by that.cri- 
terion, rapine and outrage would be con- 
stantly at'work, and jurisprudence be ren- 
dered incapable of repressing the commis- 
sion. of .crimes, by merited punishments. 
There was also, another observation made 
by that noble; earl, with was im- 
possible. to coincide, unless evidence was 
produced.at the bar, that the climate of the 
West. Indies was unfavourable to: the pro- 
pagation of the human species. In coun. 
tries wherethe means ofbuman subsistence 
were. proportionate to, the number of inha- 
bitants,,, the increase of population: had. al-~ 

aways been found progressive. This prin- 
giple bad beenacknowledged by all. writers 

yon the,subject, and had been unatswerably 
explained in the able work of Mr. ‘Malthus 
upon population. The noble lord pro- 
ceeded, to, discuss the causes which: were 
likely to increase or lessen the black popu- 
lation in. the, West Indies, and. concluded 
with the inference, that after the. proposed 
abolition, the West-India planters. would 

naturally look to moderate profits, and a 

_ progressive increase of the negroes on their 

estates; whereas, the thirst of immediate 

gain, .and the opportunity of speedily sup- 
plying.a deficiency of labourers, was, under 
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the present circumstances, a strong incens 
tive to overwork the negroes, and, conse 
quently, to curtail the population, 

Lord: Sidmouth: felt: it a ‘painful duty 
to be. obliged ‘to differ fron? some of ‘hig 
noble ‘friends, particularly on a subject 
which involved questions of justice and 
humanity. To the measure itself he hading 
objection, if it could be accomplished 
without detriment to the West-India js. 
lands; but this he did not think possible; 
under existing circumstances. - Instead, 
therefore, of abolition at present, he begged 
leave to suggest, that the best plan would 
be to throw certain difficulties in the way 
of the trade, which may finally, and: per. 
haps at no distant period, operate as’a bar 
to it altogether. For this purpose, he 
would: suggest that a tax be laid on every: 
slave imported into any of the islands, gra. 
dually raising this impost, till the merchants 
should of themselves give up the traffic, 
With respect to the West Indies themselves, 
he would recommend the advice of that 
great maw (Mr, Burke), viz. that churches 
should be built for the negroes in thé 
islands, and that they should be instructed 
in the morality and doctrine of the Chriss 
tian religion; he would also ‘have them 
united by the ties of matrimony, asthe 
first step towards ¢ivilization, and the future 
improvement of theircondition. With these 
advantages, and the blessing of being pro- 
tected by our laws, thought that the 
time would arrive fpf emancipating them, | 

‘The Earl of Rosslyn said,/he was coné 
vinced that the immediate abolition of this 
odivus traflic would be attended with no 
injurious effects to the colonies, to the cul- 
ture of which the negroes already imported 
were fully competent, if properly treated: 
Such treatment, ‘it might be said, it was 
the obvious interest of the planter to give 
the negroes, ‘and therefore it might be in- 
ferred that they experienced it already, and 
yet that importation became necessary to 
keep up ‘the supply. This, however, he 
was prepared to contradict, It was only 
from the strongest impulse of self-interest, 
from the most cogent persuasion of neces+ 


sity, that men of such habits were likely to 


adopt the practice of humanity... When 


‘unable to procure any more negroes, they 


would fee] the urgency of taking care of 
those'they already had. With regard 
the statement ‘of the noble earl (Westmors 
land);.as to the various description of per- 
sons who concurred in a wish ‘to produce 
the abolition of this trade, he thought that 
formed a forcible argument in favour of the 
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measure before thehouse. For theconcur- 
rence of men of all religions, of all political 
parties, and even of those who professed no 
religion, in support of this measure, served 
to shew that to all who were susceptible 
. of a sentiment of humanity, who were ca- 
le of discriminating between the beauty 
of virtue and the deformity of vice, this 
fraflic was abhorrent. With such an una- 
nimity of sentiment, with such a combi- 
nation of powers, could that house, ‘without 
fixing a Stain upon its character, without 
incurring universal odium, hesitate to ac- 
cede to the motion of his noble friend? — 
Earl St. Vincent deprecated the measure, 
which, if passed, would, he was satisfied, 
have the effect of transferring British ca- 
pital to other countries, which would not 
be disposed to abandon such a productive 
branch of trade. As to the humanity so 
much contended for, it would be well if 
noble lords reflected upon this question, 
whether humanity was consulted by the 
abolition. If it were, their arguments 


would be well founded. But, from his 
own experience, he was enabled to state, 
that the West-India islands formed Para- 
dise itself, to the negroes, in comparison 
with their native country. Knowing this, 


which, upon due enquiry, it was in the 
power of any noble lord to ascertain, he 
was surprised at the proposition before the 
house ; and, considering the high cha- 
racter and intelligence of the noble pro- 


poser, he declared that he could account: 


in no other way for his having brought it 
forward, but by supposing that some Obi- 
man had cast his spell upon him. (A laugh). 

Lord King argued forcibly in support of 
the motion, which, in his opinion, nothing 
but the sacrifice of every generous and 
manly sentiment to cold and low ealcu- 
lations of self-interest; nothing but a per- 
version of justice and humanity, could in- 
duce any man to defend. And with regard 


to the reliance which some persons pro- 


fessed to place upon the equity and feel- 
ings of the colonial legislatures, he begged 
to know if a perversion of justice and hu- 
manity were supported in that house, what 
was, to be expected from less enlightened 
and liberal assemblies ? | 

_ Lord Northesk detailed several instances 
of wanton cruelty practised upon the ne- 
§roes in the colonies by their masters, who 
were scarcely under the controul of any law 
with regard to their conduct. If humane 
treatment were practised towards the ne- 
groes, hé was certain, from his knowledge 


of the interior of the colonies, that a suffi- 


cient supply could be- kept up for every 
purpose of-cultivation, and such treatment 
the good effects of which he had witnessed 
in St. Christopher’s and other of the colo~ _ 
nies, was not, he was very much afraid, 
ever likely to become general, until the plan- — 
ters were precluded from farther supplies. 
Lord Eldon considered that the abolition 
of the British traffic would by mo means 
imply that of the Slave Trade in general) 
which could still be carried on by other 
states. The present had been called a 
measure founded on justice, humanity, 
and policy. If it were so in justice and 
humanity, he would agree that it was so 
in policy. But it was not clearly made out 
that it was so, in justice and humanity. It 
was, however, uecessary that it should be 
shewn that this Measure would promote the 


‘views of justice and humanity more ‘than 


they were at present promoted. The 
learned lord then entered into a reviéw of | 
the measures adopted by parliament re- 
specting this trade, which, he contended, 
had been sanctioned by parliaments in 
which sat the wisest lawyers, the most 
learned divines, and the most excellent 
statesmen ; and he declared, that on this 
subject he had always differed from his 
illustrious friend Mr. Pitt. .He adverted 
to Mr. Locke, lord Somers, and ‘others, 
and they did not think it wise or politic to 
oppose it. 
The Bishop of Durham supported the 
abolition, and considered the Slave. Trade 
as wholly inconsistent with the spirit of 
the Christian religion. He reminded the 
house of the story of Themistocles, who 
proposed a measure by which the enemies 
of the Athenians might be destroyed, with- 
out hazard to themselves; which was re- 
ferred to Aristides the Just: it was to 
destroy their fleet, while they thought they 
were in safety, Aristides said to the Athe» 
nians, it could be done; but that it was 
unjust: upon which the people, with one 
voice, said it should not be done, for that 
the Athenians would not owe their safety 
to injustice. The British people should 
not be surpassed by the Athenians in a love 
of justice; and therefore, if there were any 
profits to us, in the continuation of the. 
African Slave trade, we should forego 
them. We were a people more favoured 
by Heaven than any other nation had been 
from the commencement of time to the 
present hour; but we should beware how 
we forfeited the protection of Provit 
dence, .by continual injustice; for if we 
did, we should look in vain hereafter 
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fot the glories of ihe Nile or of Trafalgar. 


- The Earl of Meira took a general view 


Of the subject; he thought that the evi- 
dence upon the table of the house must be 

. sufficient to: convince their lordships of the 
necessity of abolishing this sanguinary 
trafic. If noble lords were not satisfied 
with this evidence, he referred them to 
Holy Writ, he referred them to that great 
work of our forefathers the Old Testament, 
and thet great Commentator upon that 
work, whose maxim was, ** Do unto others 
as you would they should do unto you.” — 

; Hawkesbury admitted that the slave 
trade was a great political evil, and that 
it was desirable to put an end to it; but 
@onsidering that slavery had been permit- 
_ ted under the Jewish dispensation, that 
~~. was no express prohibition of it in 
maokind which many great and wise men 
in all ages had sanctioned, he was not 

- prepared to say, that to allow slavery was 
acrime. Nevertheless, combining slavery 
and the slave trade, he thought that it was 
matter of regret the latter had ever ex- 
isted, and that it was desirable to abolish 
it. The question was, however, whether 


it could be abolished by the proposed. 


measure, and whether the consequences 
would be beneficial to the nations of Afri- 
ca? He contended that the Slave Trade in 
Africa had subsisted before Europeans had 
entered upon the trade, and he doubted 
whether their withdrawing from it would 
put an end to the evil, or tend so much as 
_. was argued to the internal peace and im- 
provement of Africa. Hedenied, however, 
that our withdrawing from it would abolish 
the trade ; and if it only shifted hands, the 
change would be to the disadvantage o 


the negroes, and of the cause of humanity. 


Lord Holland said, that the arguments of 
the learned lord (Eldon) respecting the 


opinions of former statesmen and legisla- 
tors, lord Somers, Mr. Locke, é&c. would, 
in their application, put.a stop to all im- 
provement. But could it be scpoanse 
that so great and wisea man as Mr. Locke, 
after reading the evidence which lay on the 
table respecting the slave trade, would 
give it bis sanction? The evil was now 
exposed, and could not be defended. As 
avell might we be told that the Reformation 


‘was prorat as it might be said, could 
@ reverend pre ate be more wise than sir 
‘T. More, or more learned than Erasmus. 
it was in vain, therefore, to say that the 


Blave trade was justified: by the authority 
- of shose whose attention had never been 


Christian ; that it was a condition of 


called to its enormity. The Christian reli- 
gion had tended to abolish slavery in Ku. 


rope, and its principle equally led us to 


abolish the detestable traffick in human be. 
ings on the coast of Africa, The noble’ 


lord contended, on the authority of Mr, 
Park, that the demand for slaves tended to - 
perpetuate wars in the interior of~Africa, 
and maintained that if the market were ta- 
ken away, the horrors which led to its sup. 
ply would cease, He insisted that if the 
trade were abolished, the stock of negroes 
in the West Indies would be kept up b 
the ordinary means of increase, whi 
could not be the case while the trade con- 
tinued, and the interest of the planters 
found its account in a different system. 
He maintained that it was impossible to- 
believe that the state of a negro in the 
West Indies was such as to lead him to 
prefer it even to slavery in Africa, and it 
was absurd to think so, considering the 
new kind of labour to which lie was 
condemned, when he had never been ac- 


customed to such habits, and when he 


must be torn from bis country and connet- 
tions. He was convinced, too, that, far 
from weakening, the measure would tend 
to the security of our islands, and he 
shewed from the instance of Barbadoes, 
and that in the cases where the importation 
of negroes was the least, the proportion of 
whites to blacks was greatest. ‘The noble 
lord concluded with a pathetic allusion to 
the sentiments of Mr. Fox on this subject, 
Mr. Fox had often told him that the two 
objects nearest his heart were, the restoras 
tion of peace, and the abolition of the slave 
trade, and when, by the shuffling of the 
French government he anticipated disap- 
pointment in the former, he consoled hime 
self with the hope that the latter might be 
obtained. ‘The noble lord mentioned with 
approbation the exertions of others in this 
cause, and particularly of Mr. Wilberforce; 
whom, though he was hardly acquainted 
with him, he should always consider, not 
withstanding any past or any future differ- 
ences of opinion on other points, as an ho- 
nour 'to his country and to human nature 
on account of the zealous, able, and per- 
severing efforts he had made for the aboli. 
tion of this odious traffic. 
The Earl of Saffolk said a few words in 
support of the bill; after which their lord- 
ships divided, 
Contents72 ; Proxies 28 . . - 100 
Non-Contents 28; Proxies 8 . + 30 
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WousE oF commons. 
Thursday, February 5. 
The hiouse at its ineeting 


ded to ballot for committees, to try 

and determine the merits of tlie Petitions 
complaining of the late returns for the 
county. of Norfolk, and the borough of 
Plymouth. The following were the com- 
mittees appointed: For Norfolk, Henry 
Baring, esq. Mark Wood, esq. lord Mor- 
peth, T. W. Plummer, esq. A. Atherly, esq. 
€. Western, esq. R. T. Stuart, esq. Henry 
Parnell, esq. Robert Williams, esq. Charles 
Adams, esq. J. Kingston, esq. Wm. Praed, 
esq. Owen Williams, esq. Nominees, G. 
H. Rose, esq. Charles Dundas, esq.—For 
Piymouth, J. Barham, esq. H. Willough- 
by, esq. Win. Roscoe, esq. R. B. Robson, 
E. Desborough, esq. Wm. Cavendish, 

esq. John Calvert, esq. hon. W. Hill, Lord 
Rancliffe, hon. Wm. Maul, Joseph Crips, 
esq. James Brogden, esq. T. Godfrey, esq. 
Nominees, Wm. Cartwright, esq. Jonathan 
Raine, esq.—Ordered, on the motion of 
lord Howick, that the order for calling 
over the house be renewed for Tuesday 
uext: also, that the names of such mem- 
bers as shall be absent on that day be re- 
ported to the house on such day as the 
house should direct, and that those for 
whose absence a sutlicient excuse could not 
be assigned, should be taken into the custody 
of the serjeant at arms.—The Speaker ac- 
qnainted the house, that the Worcester Pe- 


tition having been appointed to be taken | 


into consideration on Tuesday last, at half 
past three o'clock, and W. Gordon, esq. 
* the petitioner, not having appeared pur- 
suaut to the act, within one hour after the 
petition was ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration, he had certified the recognizances 
im this ease to his majesty’s court of Exche- 
quer.—Mr. Simeon gave notice that, in 
consequence of an extraordinary circum- 

_ stance that had taken place in the Maldon 
Election: Committee, he should, on a future 
day, move for leave to bring in a bill to 
explain and afnend the Grenville Act re- 
specting: election: committees. The hon. 

- member was) p ing to detail’ the 
unds of his: motion, when the Speaker 
the hou. gent. that the 
house confided: all: matters touching Elec- 
tion Petitions to its committees, and: that, 
ing: to the: practice of: the house, the 

gentleman ought to confine himself to 
Vou. VIII. 


¥ 


lect committees were final relative to the 
elections, but from the circumstance of the 
chai of the Maldon Committee having 
given a double vote inthe late case, where- 
by one member was seated, and another 
deprived of his seat, he thought this part 
ought to be regulated. It was on that 
ground, that he proposed to give notice of 
a motion to amend the Grenville Act. The 
hon. member fixed his motion for Monday 
next.—Mr. Atkyns Wright presented at the 
bar, the minutes of the evidence taken be- 
fore the Penrhyn Committee. Ordered to 
lie on the table, and to be printed.—The 
house having gone into a committee of the 
whole house, to consider of the several 
acts relative to the Trade of the Cape of 
Good Hope, Mr. Hobhouse in the chair; 
it was resolved, That the chairman be di- 
rected to move for leave to bring in a bill 
to authorise his Majesty for a time to be 
limited, to make’ regulations respecting the 
Trade and Commerce of the Cape of Good 
Hope. On the house being resumed, the 
chairman moved for and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill accordingly —The Lord 
Advocate of Scotland moved, that the order 
for the committal of the Scotch Clergy bill 
should be discharged. The bill, of which 
he had given notice, to vest the powers 
of the Commissioners of Teinds in the 
court of Exchequer, would embrace the 
object of the bill which he now wished to 
withdraw. The order was accordingly dis- 
charged. 
(Turrp Mriitary Rerort—Con- 
DUCT OF MR. ALEXANDER DAVISON. 
Mr. Rose, in rising to make his proposed. 
motion for the production of the opinion 
of the Attorney and Solicitor General, re-. 
— to the case of Mr.’ Alexander Da- 
ison, disclaimed all idea of imputing any 
neglect to the government in the perfor- 
mance of its duty. The principal differ- 
ence between himself and the noble lord © 
(H. Petty) was this, The noble lord was 
for leaving the matter to’ the management 
of the executive government. ' He thought 
that where a parliamentary commission was 
appointed to examine into the public ex- 
penditure, the prosecutions ought to be con- 
ducted: at the instance, and under the direc- 
tion of this house, be left tp 
the government. e had ‘no intention 
whatever to convey th idea, that blame 
rested) any where. -He' did not for a mo- 
ment su , that the executive power had 
not done its duty in this affair, nor did he 
x to it any wish to protect-déelinquene 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 


' nishing beer to the navy, had been prose- 


__ think that some es might be immediately 


_ For that reason, he wished to have the. 
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cy. He had no doubt that the learned gent. 
had given asound and proper opinion: It 
only appeared to him, that the proceedings 
in this case ought to be conducted under 
‘the order of the house, and this was the ob- 
ject of his motion. ‘This had been the 
ractice of the house when ‘frauds had 
en discovered in the management of the 
public money. He mentioned a case very 
similar to the present, which had occurred 
_in the reign of queen Anne, where certain 
persons who had committed frauds in fur- 


cuted by the house. To be sure, these 
werediscovered byacommittee of the house, 
and here the commissioners had been ap- 
‘pointed by the crown. But we were to look 
at the nature of the abuses, which was such 
as called for the interference of this house. 
‘The opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor 
General with respect to an allowance of in- 
grain on coals had been given in the Report, 
but there was no opinion with respeci to 
the fraud, as that was not then before them. 
It was difficult to find out where the frauds 
rested, A Mr. Hargrave, a coal-merchant, 
delivered 60 ‘chaldron of coals for Mr. 
Davison, at 46s per chaldron, and yet this 
same Hargrave certified the price to be 60s 
per chaldron. Now, there was,the case of 
Mr. Emerson, of Dover, who supplied coals 
at 45s per chaldton, and charged 9s 6d for 
carriage from Dover to Deal for each chal- 
dron, making 54s 6d, whereas the certificate 
was, that the coals were 31. per chaldron, 
and that the carriage was 17s 8d. It might 
be supposed that the quantities ordered by 
Mr. Davison being so large, the merchants 
might have supplied bim at a cheaper rate 
_than the ordinary price. But this was not 
the case; for iu one case where only 4 


chaldrons were furnished, a monstrous sur-4 


charge appeared. Some of the transactions 
-were attempted to be explained, but with 
regard to others, neither Mr. Davison, nor 
his clerk, it was said, attempted any expla- 
nation. The right hon. gent. then adverted 
to the ledger of George Walker, (who was 
executed a few months since for forgery) 
and to the differences of the prices which 
it disclosed. On the closest attention he 
could give the subject, he was inclined to 


recovered, and that there were grounds for 
‘a criminal prosecution against some person. 


opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
‘ral, on the latter point. It manifestly ap- 


in the Barrack Department. It appeared 
that Davison had .on some occasions got a 
sight of the terms given in by others, and 
by that means, by offering a trifle more, had 
secured the contract. If the noble lord 
was of opinion that any inconvenience 
would arise from the production of the pa- 
per, he would not press his motion. The 
rt. hon. gent. concluded by moving, “ That 
the Opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor. 


rack Department, arising out of the Third 
Report of the Commissioners of Mili 
Inquiry, be laid before the house.” 

Lord Henry Petty said, he should not, 
follow the right hon. gent. through all the 
points he had touched upon, but he could 
not but notice the position which had beet 
laid down by him, that this was of that class 
of prosecutions which ought to be conduct- 


ther than by the Treasury. He might state 
without fear of its being controverted, that 
it was the duty of the Treasury, when they 


ment, and to secure the public interests. 
If the Treasury did net act in this manner, 
they would merit the censure of that house; 
and if the Treasury should omit to take 
such measures, it wonld become the duty 
of that house to take such steps as might 
appear necessary on the occasion. But he 
should ask, what convenience would result 
from the house instituting a prosecution, af- 
ter a proceeding had been adopted by the 
Treasury? The only cffect of granting the 
paper moved for by the right hon. gent. 


fendant, of the strong and weak parts of 
the evidence against him, whereby he might 
be enabled to frustrate the objects of the, 
prosecution, by secreting such parts of the- 
evidence as might be necessary to supply 
any deficiencies at present existing. On 
the contrary, when the proceedings were 
carried on by the Treasury, no such inform- 
ation could be acquired before the proper 
time, and the ends of justice would thereby 
be secured. This was an illustration of 
the doctrine which he had stated, and when 
the right hon. gent. was aware. of these 


motion. . te 
» Mr. Perceval agreed that the motion 
ought to be withdrawn. He differed from 
kis right hon. friend with respect to the 


speared, that there had been great abuses 


practice of the house; for, if the ee ; 


General relative to the Abuses in the Bar. ° 


ed under the authority of that house ra-— 


discovered any frauds to have been com. . 
mitted, to take measures for their punish- 


would be to convey information to the de- * 


circumstances, the noble lord had no. 
doubt he would consent to withdraw. his 
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'* dents were closely examined, it would ap- 


“pear that in those cases where the house 
had ‘taken up the matter, ‘the discoveries 
“had been made by committees of their own, 
“and were connected with some affair before 
‘the house. But, even if the house should 
‘take the: proceedings ia this case into its | 
“own hands, he thought that the Attorney | 
“and Solicitor General ought to be ordered | 
“to proceed on the report, merely without | 
ng in any previous detailed opinion. | 


‘The reason why he thought so, was founded | 


‘on the mischievous effects that would result 
from premature publicity, as had been 
stated by the noble lord. But while there 
was no pretence that the treasury did not 
do its-duty, he apprehended that .it was 
much better to leave the case in their 
hands. 

Mr. Rose said, that after what had fallen 
from the noble lord, he would certainly, 
with the leave of the house, withdraw his 
motion. 
Lord A. Hamilton explained, that the 
reason why he had the other night with- 
drawn his motion on this subject was, that 
he thought it would be attended with great 
inconvenience to interfere with the steps 


that had been already taken by the treasury. 


Lord H. Petty begged it to be under- 
stood, that no prosecutio had as yet com- 
menced, for the reasons which he stated on 
a former night. It was thought more ad- 
visable to postpone any prosecution till it 
could be seen what further lights would be 
furnished by the production of Mr. Davi- 
son's cash account with general Delancey, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, February 6. 
MINUTEs.] On the motion of the 
arfibishop of Canterbury, the bishop of 
_ Exeter was desired to preach before their 
Jordships in Westminster Abbey, on Wed- 
nesday, the 25th instant, being the day ap- 

pointed for a General Fast. (he 

[Suave TRADE. ABOLITION. BELL.] 


_ The house resolved itself into a committee 


on the bill for abolishing the Slave Trade.. 
. The preamble having been postponed, 

Grenville said, with respect to 
filling up the blanks in the bill, that the 
time which he intended to propose as the 
period for the abolition of this trade, 
might, perhaps, appear somewhat at va- 


Hance with that eager desire which the 


house had expressed for the abolition, but 


_that the time to be 
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pect of at length carrying into effect this 
great measure, would, perhaps, induce them 
to give way, in a small degree, to circum- 
stances, and not to insist upon an abolition 
to take place immediately. He proposed 
xed for the abolition 
of the trade to the West Indies should be 
the Ist of January, 1808, but that the pe- 
riod after which no ships engaged in the - 
trade should clear out from the ports of 
this country, should. be the Ist of May in 
the present year. His object in proposing 
these periods was, that the vessels at pre- 
sent engaged in the trade might have a fair 
opportunity of clearing out from the ports 
of this country, previous to the 1st of Ma 
next, and afterwards of taking in their lad- 
ing in the ports of-Africa, and of carrying 
their cargoes to the West Indies, previous — 
to the ist of January, 1808. As it might 
happen, however, that. from unavoidable — 
circumstances some vessels might not be 
able to complete their cargoes on the coast 
of Africa, so as to carry them to the West 
Indies previous to that period, he intended 
to submit to the committee a proviso for 
the purpose of allowing vessels under such 
circumstances to trade to the West Indies 
with. their cargoes. 
Lord Hardwicke wished to know in what 
light the Black Corps in his majesty’s ser- 
vice were to be considered, whether as 
freemen or slaves. 
Lord Grenville replied, that he should 
have always considered them. as freemen ;. 
but that at all events particular provi- 
sion would be made for that case in the 
Mutiny bill for the year. LAE att 
Lord Redesdale hinted, that the bill, as 
it was now worded, might extend to our 
settlements in Asia Minor, and in the East 
Indies. 
Lord Grenville observed, that no slaves 
had been imported to either for some time. 
He was aware, however, that both in the 
East Indies and in Asia Minor, there were 
many Christians who kept a number of 
slaves, but he did not conceive that this 
bill could be construed to extend so as to 
injure them in their property. _He would, 
however, again consider the subject, and, 
‘if necessary, a clause to prevent the effect 
of ‘any such construction might be pro- 
posed. —The blanks having been filled up, 
the noble Jord proposed a proviso, allow- 
img such vessels as should have cleated out 
from the ports of this country for Africa, 
previous to the Ist of May next, and should 


the gratification arising from the near pros- 


not have been able to complete their lad-ng 
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in Africa, so as to c their cargoes to 
the ‘West Indies, to the "jet of 
January, 1808, to trade nevertheless to the 
West Indies with such cargoes. He also 
stated, that as some persons might take 
advantage of the interval allowed, to make 
_ two voyages with the same vessel, /he in- 
‘tended, therefore, to propose a clause to 
prevent that advantage from being takev. 
‘—The provisions of the bill having been 
ee through, the ‘preamble was again 
taken into 
Lord Hawkesbury declared his disinceli- 
mation to enter into any discussion of the 
merits of the measure, after the opinion 
_which’a great majority of their lordships 
“had, on a former occasion, pronounced. 
“But, with the conviction he entertained of 
‘the ‘impropriety of introducing abstract 
Principles into the preamble of the bill, he 
“conceived it his duty to submit to the Com- 
ittee an amendment, which should ex- 
“elude ihe tertns “ justice and humanity,” 
arid confine the necessity of abolishiug the 
slave trade, solely to the inexpediency of 
its continuance. He could not see what 
objections the warmest advocates for the 
‘abolition could have to the amendment. 
‘The preamble, as it then stood, unneces- 
sarily mooted a point, on which a great 
‘difference of opinion existed, and whieh, if 
suffered to be made a of the law of 
-the- Jand, and of the colonies, might be 
productive of mischievous and fatal conse- 
“quences; of those consequences which-the 
‘noble baron, who introduced the bill, so 
strongly deprecated; he meant any ill- 
‘grounded conclusions which the Negroes in 
the West Indies might infer, relative to 
‘their emancipation, as connected with the 
“measure of abolition, Indeed, it was a 
‘conclusion natural for men in their circum- 
stances to make, when they found the law 
of the land declaring that system unjust 
and inhuman, by the operation of which 
they were detained in a state of slavery. 
‘Some allowance should also be made for 
the feelings and characters of those who 
had embarked their property in the African 
trade; and as the end was obtained, it was 
exceeding even the practice of hostile par- 
ties, to continue and promulgate an impu- 
tation, ‘which ‘nothing but the inability of 
Succeeding in the object could justify. It 
might be objected, that the resolutions of 
- the two houses of parliameit had alread 
expressed the sdme opinion; byt he begg: 
Jeave to state ‘a marked difference in the 


two eases, The resolutions of the two 


houses were not obligatory, they were jj 
mitted to the ut the act 
came obligatory upon the whole empire, 
upon those very colonial assemblies, whoge 
opinions and feelings were known to 
widely different. He therefore trusted, ag 
the noble lords had carried the measure, 
for the accomplishment of which they ap, 
peared so avxious, that they would join in 
an amendment, in no wanner hostile to the 
rinciple, but which, in its operation, might 
Toes the effect of promoting its success, 
the reconciliation of the different interested 
parties. The noble lord then moved, “ That 
the words ‘ inconsistent with the principles 
of justice and humanity,’ be left out of the 
preamble of the bill.” 
The Earl of Carnarvon assured, their 
lordships, ‘that, with thé feelings which 
actuated him, and the views he entertained 
of that unjust and execrable traffic, he 
could by no means acquiesce in the amend; 
ment of the noble lord. To palliate. guilt 
and compromise injystice he never would 
consent, ‘nor should he think of shrinking 
from ‘the exposure of a system, as illegal as 
it was iniquitous. The laws country 
equally extended to every part of the British 
enipire, as well on the high seas as io the 
colonies; and if the necessity of cultivating 


if| the waste lands of the West India islands 


was a sufficient plea for the violation :of 
justice, upon equal principles of propriety, 
the peasantry of this kingdom might be 
dragged from their homes, to till and la- 
bour in the inclosure of waste lands. (A 
cry of “ Order.”) Noble lords might ac- 
cuse him of not being iv order, but he felt 
he was acting perfectly orderly, and, there- 
fore, should continue to exercise his own 
judgment, in exposing a system of oppres: 
sion and rapine, which, if suffered te con- 
tinue, would be ultimately extended even 
to this country. 

——‘* Malum quo non aliud yelocius ullam; 
Mobilitate vigct, viresque acquirit eundo; 
Parva metu primo; mox sese¢ attolit in auras, 
Ingrediturque solo, et caput inter nubila condit,” 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that the 
expression in the preamble having been 
admitted by the noble lord (Hawkesbury) 
to he true, it followed that it ought to: be 
retained. What was the objection of the 
noble lord last night ? It was, that this trade 
ought not. to be abolished, except in con- 


junction with foreign powers, and now. the | 


noble lord, by his motion, would take awa 
the only pa upon which we could ask 


other powers tp co-operate in the abolition 
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of the trade. If we declared that we abo- 
fished othe. trade on ‘the ground of expe- 
iency alone, then it might be fairly sup- 
d that we did so for reasons applicable 
jo ourselves alone, or to our own colonies ; 
put by stating broadly and distinctly that the 
jrade was contrary to justice and humanity, 
we took a groupd upon which.we might 
‘fairly call upon other powers to co-operate 
with.us in abolishing the trade. He could 
not discover any reason for apprehending 
danger from thus expressing, in a legislative 
act, their opinion of the trade, whilst the 
retaining the words objected to, was the 
best mode they could at present adopt of 
leading to.a general abolition, 
_.Earl Morton thought the adoption of 
principles in a legislative act, was 
nsistent with the wise and wary lan- 
guage which their ancestors had used on 
such occasions, and seemed rather like an 
‘adoption of that mode of expression which 


had been so repeatedly used in’ modern 


France... 

Earl Stanhope approved highly of the 
expressions in the preamble which had been 
objected. to. He thought, however, that 
this bill would not do much towards the 
abolition of the slave trade without the 
adoption of adequate regulations in» the 
colonies. It might, perhaps, be proper to 
enact, that every slave imported into the 


_ jslands contrary to law, after the time li- 


mited for the abolition of the trade, should 
ipso facto be ftee. If the local legislatures 
would not adopt regulations: suthicient to 
carry ‘the abolition into complete eflect, we 
had the means of compelling them, by im- 
posing additional duties, and in other ways. 
If we could not speak to their hearts we 
might to their pockets, and by the latter 
‘mode produce.a greater effect than could 
ibly be preduced by Demosthenian or 
iceronian eloquence. 


Lord Redesdale expressed apprehensions 


| ‘that dangers. would arise from retaining 


‘these expressions in the preamble, and) 
called the attention of the house: to the 
i consequences which. resulted in| 
France from the adoption of abstract prin- 
ciples. in legislation, which, however true 
themselves, were applied in a manner 
that produced confusion and anarchy in 


‘The Earl of Lauderdale maintained that 


the words which it was proposed to leave 
‘bill, How was the great object of general 
abolition to be attained, if it appeared ppon 
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the face of our own 


that we 
were only i ry considerations of ex- 
pediency, an in calling upon other 
powers to abolish the trade, "ie alle tio 
sacrifice ourselves? This he could illustrate 
by communications, which he had. whilst 
at Paris, with one of the French ministers. 
on this subject. On his utging to the 
ministers the abolition of this trade, He 
was answered, that it could riot be ex- 
pected that the French government, itri- 
tated as it had been by the conduct of 
the negroes in St. Domingo, would re 
agree to the abolition of the trade: He 
replied, that the abolition would have been 
the only effectual means of preventing the — 
horrors which had occurred in that island. 
Then the ttuth came out: he was told by 
this minister, that England, with her colo- 
nies well stocked with negroes, and afford- 
ing a large produce, might abolish the trade 
without inconvenience; but that France, 
with colonies ill stocked and deficient in 
produce, could not abolish it without con- 
ceding to us the greatest advantages and 
sustaining a proportionate lugs. Thus, then, 
if we were to declare the ground of our 
abolishing the trade to be expediené 
alone, we should be declaring that we 
actuated by the very policy imputed to ‘tis 
by the French minister; and how, in thiis 
being supposed to make no sacrifice out- 
selves, could we call with any effect upoh 
foreign powers to co-operate in the abo- 
lition 
The Duke of Montrose declared himself 
to be a friend to the abolition, but thought 
at the same time, that it would be bettér to 
leave out the words objected to, aS 
Lord Holland said he could not clearly 
understand the distinctions which had been 
attempted to be drawn between justice and 
expediency. He was of opinion, that if the 


‘| subject was fully considered, those distine- 


tions would be found to center in the same 
point. It was not a distinction between 
justice and expediency with respect to 
abolition and emancipation; on the con- 
trary, whilst on the one hand it was essen- . 
tially just that the trade should be abolish- 
ed, it would on the other be injustice to the 
slaves in the islands to give them emancipa- 
tion, because it could only tend to their own 
injury. He was surprised'to hear the noble 


and learned lord (Redesdale) condemning 
the introduction of abstract principles into 
legislation. What did our Bill of Rights 
contain but abstract principles! He was 


decidedly of opinien the words ought 
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-to be:retained. No danger. whatever had 
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[PETITION RESPECTING THE Hayy, 


_resulted: from similar 'conduct in several of | SHiRE ELECTION.] Mr. Ashton 


_the provinces in America, where the trade 
_had_ been ‘abolished, and slavery still-con 
> Thé Duke of Clarence urgéd the danger 
which might»result from. retaining these ex- 
"pressions. “When the negroes ‘in the islands 
‘found thatno fresh importations took place, 


_ they would naturally inquire the cause, and 


-when they found that the trade was) abo- 
“Fished;,and declared to: be contrary to. jus- 
»tice, humanity, and sound policy, would it 
mot have ‘a: material’ effect in their minds 
with respect. to their own situation, and the 
ameans' by. which they were brought there? 
_—The. committee then divided on. the ques- 
‘tion; that the words objected to stand part 


- of the preamble:: «Contents, 33 ; non-con- 
-tents,: 10; house re- 


sumed, and the report was ordered to. be 
received'on Monday. 
bn 
“HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Ralph Milbanke, Chair- 
-man_ of the Saltash Election Committee, in- 
formed the house, that the said committee 


zmetthis morning, pursuant to their adjourn- 
ment of yesterday, and G. V, Vernon, esq. | 


one of the members of the said committee, 
not attending, the committee continued to 
sit for one hour, and then adjourned till to- 
morrow. Ordered, That the said Mr. Ver- 
“non do attend this house, in his place, upon 
-Menday next.——Mr. Johnson, from the of-. 
fice. of the chief secretary for Lreland, pre- 
sented an Account of the Receipts and Dis- 
-bursements of the commissioners of Pablic 
Accounts in, Ireland, for the year ending the 
Sth. of January 1807. , Ordered. to lie on 
the table.—Ordered, on the motion of Mr. 
Bathurst, that the committee appointed, to 
search for precedents touching the expul- 
sion of members, have power to send. for 
petsons, papers, and records.—-A new writ 
_was ordered .for ;the., city, of, Worcester, in 
_the room of Henry, Bromley, who since, his 
_election had accepted, the Chiltern Hun- 
dreds.—-Lord Temple bronght up the Cape 
_of Good Hope ‘Trade bill, which was, read 
__ a first time.—The house, on the motion,of 
Mr. Vansittart, resolyed, itself into a com- 
mittee of supply, and resolved, that a sum 
not exceeding to 

his majesty, for discharging the Interest of 

such Exchequer Bills.as may haye been paid. 


rose to present a Petition to the house fron 
‘several respectable Freeholders of the cou, 
ty of Hampshire, complaining ‘of the’ im, 
proper interference of persons in office fo 
the purpose of influencing. the last ele, 
tion for the county of Hampshire. 

Mr. Tierney wished the hon. gent. would 
state more explicitly the nature and 9b. 
ject of the petition he was about to pre. 
seut. 
Mr. €. Wynne could not vote for ‘the 
admission of a paper, of which he was, a 
‘yet, entirely ignorant. 

The Speaker acquainted the hon. gent, 
‘that in presenting a petition he was bound 
to open the matter thereof to the hous, 
and also to state the prayer of the ‘peth 
tioners. _ If the petition contained a prayer, 
it undoubtedly was entitled to the attention 
) of the house; but, if not, the house could 
not receive any statements the petitioners 


‘| might think proper to make, as a petition 


claiming its consideration. 

Mr. Canning observed, that the petition 
contained a statement of a grievance, com- 
‘plained of by the subjects, and as such, 
was entitled to the consideration of parlia 
ment. } ‘ 

Mr. Proderick ivtimated, that the peti. 
tion complained of a breach of the privi- 
leges of that bouse, and contended, that it 
ought to be received. ® 

» Mr. A. Smith stated, that the petition 
would not be found defective in any of the 
usual forms, and teok upon himself io af- 
firm, that it did contain a prayer: an al- 
ledged grievance was complained against, 
and it was prayed that that house would 
interfere to remetly or to remove it. The 
‘Petition was then read, and was as fol 
lows:—‘ That the petitioners think it their 
‘ duty to represent to the house, that,-pre- 
‘ viously to the late election of knights to 
‘ serve in. parliament for the said county, 
‘measures of the’ most unconstitutional 
 natare were resorted to by persons in 
‘tuations of high trust and authority in 
‘ different departments of the executive 
government, for promoting the success 
of Thomas Thistlethwayte, esq. and ‘the 

«hon. W. Herbert, two of the candidates, 

‘ whose pretentions were favoured I his 
majesty’s ministers, in violation of the 
“dearest rights of the petitioners, and as 
« they humbly apprehend, of the’ privileges 
of the house; that, among-other instan- 
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ces.of such interference, they think it 
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¢right to state more particularly that W. 
‘H. Fremantle, esq. one of the: secre- 
‘taries of the treasury, a gentleman who, 
‘they believe, has no property in the 
‘county, applied distinctly to the Barrack 
«Master General, recommending the above 


teandidates to’ his favourable influence 


‘and support, and desiring him, as a very 
‘particular favour, to mention the same 
‘subject, with the same view, to the other 
‘gentlemen in the Barrack Department; 


_ in pursuance of which requisition, the 


‘most active exertions were used in that 
‘department, under the specious pretence 
‘of carryiuag on his Majesty's service, to 
‘jnfluence unduly various freeholders, and 
‘to controul the exercise of the elective 
‘franchise: these allegations the petitioners 
‘are prepared to prove at the of the 
‘ House, in the humble hope that such mea- 
“sures may be taken, as to the wisdom of 
‘the house may appear most effectual, to 
‘prevent a recurrence of such unconstitu- 
‘tional practices, practices which, with all 
‘due deference to the superior wisdom of 
‘the house, the petitioners venture to des- 
“cribe as calculated to bring into discredit 
‘the government of the country, and to 
‘shake the confidence of the people in the 
‘honour and independence of the house 
‘of commons; the. petitioners have there- 
‘fore felt it their bounden duty, not only 
‘to themselves and fellow subjects, but es- 
‘ pecially to the house, to bring under their 
‘notice these outrages, as they deem 
‘them, against the liberties of the country; 
‘and they have been cneouraged the more 
‘to do so, by the Resolution which stands re- 
‘ corded in the Journals of the house, which 
‘ declares, that itis highly criminal in any mi- 
‘nister or ministers, or any servant under 
‘the crown, directly or indirectly, to use 
‘the powers of office in the election of re- 
‘ presentatives to serve in parliment, and 
‘ declares, that an attempt at such influence 
“will at all times be resented by the house, 
“as aimed at its own honour, dignity, aud 
‘independence, as an infringement of the 
‘ dearest rights’ of every subject through- 
‘out the empire, and tending to sap 
‘the basis of this free and happy consti- 
tution.” 

_ Mr. Ashton Smith then moved, that the 
petition do lie on the table, and at the same 
time gave notice that.he should submit a 
motion to the house on the subject, on this 
: Lord Temple gave his full and unqualified 


gousent to the motion that this petition 


should lie upon the table. _ But, whilst’ he 
concurred in this motion, he begged to re- 
call'to the recollection ‘of the house that, 
he'would’ not say this parti¢ular petition, 
but a petition of a similar nature, had been 
determined upon by the petitioners to be 
presented to that house, previously to the 
meeting of parliament. As the allegations 
of the petition involved a question respecting 
the privileges of that house, it ought to 
have been brought forward oni the earliest 
opportunity; and itappeared to him some- 
whiat extraordinary that the hon. gent. had 
kept it back till the present moment. . 
Mr. Canning ‘apprehended ‘that when 
any petitioners ‘resolved on presenting a 
petition to ‘that*house, complaining of a 
specific grievance,'they had a right, as well 
as the hon: member who was to present it, 
to choose the time that might’ appear’ to 
them to be most convenient or favourable 
for that purpose. 

Mr. Tierney ‘certainly thought that, if 
the petition was intended as a party ques- 
tion, it might have been desirable for the 
framers of it to have public opinion for 
some time previously directed to the sub, 
ject. But if the petition was really intended 
to'bring the fact of a breach of the privi- 
leges of that house under the consideration 
of parliament, no time should lave been 
lost in presenting it. ‘These gentlemen 
who knew of such transactions as amount- . 
ed to a breach of the privileges of that 
house, should not have suffered those un- 
worthy ministers of the crown to temain 
so long exempt from the exposure which 
their conduct merited. The house, how- 
ever, would hereafter be able to judge of 
the motives of the petitioners in keeping 
back the petition, and also of the motives 
of those gentlemen who might since have 
been persuaded to give their support to this _ 
proceeding. 

Mr. Perceval said, he should not impute 
to the right hon. gent: who had just sat 
down, any party motive for the observa- 
tions he had made (a laugh); but he was 
clearly of opinion, that the persons who 
had signed the petition, and the gent. who 
had undertaken to present it, had a right 
to chuse the time that appeared best to 
them. The right hon. gent: no doubt, 
would’ have been better pleased’ if the pe-— 
tition had ‘been presented on the first day 
of: the ‘session, because then it would have 
been liable to an objection, if it had’ been’ 
proposed to 'take it'into consideration pre- 


viously to the last day for presenting Elec. 
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tion petitions. But the alle 
petition were of so grave and serious  na- 
gs that if any one of them even could | 

be proved, it would be of small compara- 
five importance whethér the petition were 
day, or a month, eailier or la- 


Wynne conténded, that. it had 
never been insinuated from his side of the 
house, that the charges in petition 
were. of a slight. or t nature. 
He appealed to the lection of ibe 
house whether they had not, in every in- 


stace, been ated tobe of the 
The 

be 
would 
as he 


portance to have brought forward. 
_ charges contained in the petition 


bh important i 


would then fall back upon the heads of 
who had given birth to them. 

"Mr. Hurst did not think it of the small- 
est moment whether the petitioners were 
influenced by a sense of duty, or by sinister 
motives; they took upon them to bring 
"against certain persons certain charges, and) 
he rejoiced that it would be now soon de- 
cided how far the charges were warranted 
by proofs, from the rumours that had. been 
80 industriously circulated,not alone 
‘ the county concerned, but through t 
country. He was glad that the petition 
_had found its way into that house, and that 
those rumours would be for ever silenced 
by the paramount decision of the people’s 
representatives, for he had no hesitation in 
saying that he anticipated with confidence 
‘an issue honourable to the parties so, ca- 
lumniated. 

Mr. Rose was not willing to question 
the i of the hon! member who 
spoke last, but as it had been urged as an 
objection to the petition, the time of. its 
being presented, he would beg leave to set 
rightupon that head. Parliament 

when few country gentlemen were able to 
attend. was se alk | 
an attendance of that description of mem- 
hers, as possible on the discussion of this 
it was not till the present pe- 

many of them had attended in 

the house. As to the motive for bringing 

forward the petition, he was sure the hon. 

gent. ‘opposite Opposite could net impute any to 

hon. member, who had presented it, | 
Sly 

Mr. Sturges Bourne 


8 Gf the which the petition was brought forward, 


matter to.which it relatéd: was acknow: 
edged on all sides to be of the utmost im: 
portance; involving no less considerations 
| thant those of ihe dearest rights of the sub. 
ject, and the privileges of that house. He 
insisted that it would have been trifling 
with either to fiurry on the discuision be. 
fore there had been a sufficient attendanee 
to give it adequate consideration. He re: 
peated his sense of the candid and honour: 
able way in which it had been submiited to 
the house. 

Mr. Fremantle adverted to the statd 
of the house, and asked whether it could 
be considered such an attendance as the 
hon. member had thought desirable? As 
to the petition, he was extremely: gratified 


ite then that it had been produced, and gave his 


full assent to the motion, that it should bé 
laid upon the table. He was confident 
that he should be able to shew, that the 
circumstances of the case had not the bear: 
ing represented in the petition, when: the 
‘question should come to be discussed. He 


manner in which this proceeding had: been 
conducted. He had always understood it 
‘to be the practice in that house, when any 
charge was to be brought forward: against 


-} @ member, that some intimation of the: pro- 


ceeding was communicated to the indivi- 
duab concerned. In this case, not a word 
had been expressed to him on the subject, 
and though rumours might have reached 
him respecting the allegation of the petition, 
‘it was not till he came down to the house 
this day, and the hon. member had propv- 
‘sed to present the- petition, that he had 
‘any certain information upon the subject. 

| Mr. Sturges Bourne, in’ explanation, 
‘said, that im speaking of the necessity of 2 
full attendance, he did not mean any allu- 
sion to the numbers then in the house. 
The petition was not then to undergo con- 
sideration, but now that the moves ast in 
general had come up to their parliamentary 
duty there was 2 certainty of a full meeting 
whenever this petition was to come before 
the house. 

Lord Howick thought, that asthe charges 
alledged in the petition were of the most 
weighty kind, so did they exact from: that 
house the: strictest scrutiny; and the most 
mature consideration. They went to ques 
tion the honour of that house, and the free 
dom of the country; for that. house could 
‘not be honourable, if constituted _ by the 
influence of power and 


had only one word to add respecting the 
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nor could the country itself be free if robbed 
of its elective franchise. Thinking then, as 
he did, of the importance of the ‘petition, 
he could not conceal his surprise that it 
had not long before that period been pre- 
sented to the house. When it was consi- 
dered that it was the practice of that house 
to postpone all other kinds of considera- 
tions to the paramount one of its privileges; 
when it was considered that the hon. mem- 
ber who presented this petition must have 
known the serious nature of the charges it 
contained; when it was considered that 
every member, having charges to adduce, 
involving the privileges of that house, had 
felt dispatch to be his first duty in submit- 
ting such charges to that house, it would 
be difficult to reconcile a strict sense of 
parliamentary. duty with the alledged ne- 
cessity for delay. The hon. member who 
spoke last panegyrized the candid and. ho- 
nourable manner in which there had been 
aplain statement of strong charges expli- 
citly laid before the house. He for his 
part, should hesitate to term a charge can- 
did, merely because it was a gross one, but 
should rather feel it his duty to look for 
evidence in some degree proportionate to 
the character of the accusation ; but how- 
ever candid or honourable it might be to 
bring such charges, he was sure that it was 
not either candid or honourable to circulate 
industriously through the country rumours 
calculated to hurry the unthinking into in- 
considerate prejudices against those persons 
whom their accusers had so long delayed to 
charge before the proper and yecognized, 
tribunal. Did the hon. gent. think it very 


‘candid to present to that house a paper 


reflecting in the most serious manner upon 
a member of that house, without giving 
that member.the slightest intimation of such 
a proceeding, though such a notice was war- 
ranted, or rather required by all the. usages 
of parliament? He should be anxious until 


‘the petition was decided upon, and hoped 


that if the charges therein contained were 
found, upon due examination, to be slight 
and frivolous, the house would feel it due 
to their own dignity, and to the aspersed 
honour of one of its members, to make the 
persons who advanced them, feel the con- 
sequence of wanton accusation—The peti- 


tion was then ordered to be taken into con- 


sideration on Monday se’nnight. 
.{MassacrE aT VELLORE.] Mr. How- 
ard: rose for the purpose of putting a 


- question to the right hon. the president 


Vou. VIII. 
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of the Board of Controul (Mr. Tierney,) 
respecting some transactions that had re- 
cently taken. place at Vellore, in India. 
Some time had elapsed, since letters from 
Madras. had brought accounts of the mu- 
tiny that had taken place at that town, and 
of the carnage that followed, in which above 
1000 British and native lives had been lost. 
Rumour ascribed this disaster to some dan- 
gerous and unprecedented measures, which 
had been resorted to in that presidency, 
and deserved the most severe animadver- 
sion. He should not then enter into any 
detail of the melancholy transaction ; but 
when the importance of an investigation, 
both to the interests of British subjects in 
India, and to the stability of British power 
in that quarter was considered, he was sure- 
it would be felt that he was entitled to the 
information he called for. He wished, 
therefore, to ask the right hon. gent. whe- 
ther any authentic accounts of that transac- 
tion had been received by the Board of 
Controul, or by the Court of Directors? 
There were vessels.now going out; anda 
new governor-general and commander in 
chief were on the point of setting out for 
India. He thought it, therefore, material 
to know, for the consolation of the friends 
of the British subjects now going out, and’ 
already settled in India, what information 
had been received, and whether any instruc- 
tions as to the measures to be adopted re- 
specting this affair had been sent out. 
He was of opinion, that it was necessary to 
shew, that if mismanagement or misconduct 
had been practised in India, the circum- 
stances would be investigated in England, 
and decided in a manner consistent with 
the interests of all parties. ; 

Mr. Tierney was not at all surprised at 
the anxiety felt by the hon. gent. For 
some time past rumours of the transaction 
had been in circulation, but unbappily he 
was unable to give any. answer to the hon. 
gent. on this subject, as no authentic~ac- 
counts had yet been received either by the 
Court of Directors or the Board of Controul. 
But he would assure. the hon. gent. that, 
as soon as the accounts should arrive, they 
would be Jaid before the house, so far as 
they could consistently with a proper regard 
to the public interest. .What steps woule. 
be taken, or what instructions. sent out, it 
it was not possible to state before the offi- 
cial accounts should arrive. But the hon. 
gent. could sure!y not think that the officers 
now on the point of setting out ought to 
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be detained till the accounts should arrive. 
On the contrary, it was desirable that they 
should proceed to their destination with all 
expedition, in order to take such measures’ 
as their good sense and experience would 


point’ out under ull the circumstances of 
the case. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, February 9. 


(Suave TRADE ABOLITION BILt.] 
‘Lord Walsingham brought up the report of 
- the bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 
» Lord Grenville stated. that it had been 
found more adviseable to fix the same pe- 
riod in all the clauses of the bill for the 
Abolition of the Trade, namely, the 1st of 
May next, and to introduce a proviso, al- 
lowing vessels employed in the trade which 
_ had cleared out from the ports of this coun- 
try for Africa previous to that day, to com- 

plete their cargoes in Africa and trade with 
them to the West Indies until the Ist of 
Janyary 1808, at which period the trade 
should be finally abolished. He also 
thought it advisable, in order to obviate 
any objection with respect to the construc- 
tion of the general words of the bill, to in- 
troduce words for the purpose of limit- 
ing its operation to Africa, the West Indies 
and other parts of America. His lordship 
proposed amendments in the clauses of the 
bill to the effect he had stated, and some 
verbal amendnients, which were all agreed 
to. The proviso introduced on Friday was 
struck out, and another proposed by the 
noble lord, allowing vessels which should 
have cleared out from the ports of this 
country for Africa previous. to the 1st of 
May uext to take in their lading im Africa, 
and trade with their cargoes to the West 
Indies until the first of January 1808. 

Lord Redesdale suggested, that as the 
loss of a vessel or other unavoidable acci- 
dent might prevent the arrival of a cargo 
from Africa in the West Indies within the 
time limitted, it might be ddviseable to 
mnake an exception for such a case. 

Lord Grenville said; that the period of 
the first-of Janitary, 1808, had been tixed 
upon for the purpose of — amply 
sufficient allowance of time for the voyages 
to be completed. He had no bijection, 
however, to the ‘introduction of words for 
the purpose of providing forthe occurrence 

circumstances such as those’ mentioned 
by the ‘noble and learned lord.— After a 
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short conversation between lords Redesdale, 
Grenville, and earl Stanhope, it was agreed 
to introduce words, excepting from the 
operation of the bill those cases where the 
voyage to the West Indies could not be 
completed within the time limited, on ae. 
count of capture, the loss of the vessel, 


‘| or other unavoidable accident, the proof of 


which tolie onthe party.—On the question 
for engrossing the bill, 

The Bishop of London rose and spoke to 
the following effect: ‘My lords, 1 cannot 
suffer this opportunity to escape, without 
declaring my sincere and ardent satisfaction 
at the decision of your lordships. My 
lords, you have performed a great and sig. 
nal act of humanity, you have executed a 
great legislative measure of relief to an op- 
pressed and degraded population. The 
reasons and arguments which many noble 
lords have thought proper, with such elo- 
quence snd perspicuity, to introduce, have 
been felt by me with their fullest force ; but 
there is one of such an important nature 


.and in which such serious interests are in. 
volved, that I trust I sliall be exensed for 
submitting it te your lordships, more par- 


ticularly as it has not been adverted to in 
any previous discussion. The moral and 
religious consequenees which may be ex: 
pected to accrue from this salutary and hu- 
mane act of legislative justice, are many and 
extremely desirable ; i hitherto they have 
been entirely neglected—neglected, not by 
the clergymen in the respective islands, but 
it is a neglect naturally arising out of the 
unjust and unchristian system, which has 
been acted upon’in the colonies. Worked 
all day upon tlie estates of their owners, the 
es have been forced to consign every 
other monient of their unhappy existence, 
to the cultivation of their own little spots of 
land, and even on the Sabhath, shame to. 
say! a market was held for the specific 
urpose of énabling the slave to purchage 
his Sunday dinner. e'number of cle 
men has also beeh too féw, compared with 
the great population of the blacks. Inthe 
island of Jamaica, where there are from 2 
to 300,000 negroes, there are only 20 cler- 
gymen, whose time is in a great degtee ta* 
ken up in the performance of their numerous 
duties to the Wintes. Tiere is another 
beneficial consequence which will follow 
from the of the 
bill; namely, f t increase of popu- 
lation, which the treatinent of ‘the 
inégroés will produce, independent of the 
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cessation of those evil effects which the 

indulgence in promiscuous inter- 
evurse between the sexes must of necessity 
oceasion. The only true method of ob- 
yiating the mischief is, te impress upon 
‘the moral and religious consideration of 
ihe negroes, the danger of a continuance 
jn.such irregularities, to their health and 
constitutions, and, therefore, the imme- 
diate and absolute necessity of submit- 
ting to this kind of self-denial. It was 
said by Mr. Pitt, that the Slave Trade with 
Africa was the greatest practical evil; I can 
safely say, that the abolition of that execra- 
ple trafic is the greatest practical good 
that can be effected. A good which will 
jmmortalize the British senate, and which 
will display, to au admiring world,the strik- 
ing contrast between this country, the great 


stay and hope of the civilized world, and 


the conduct of that arch enemy. of human 
happiness, who, whilst we are relaxing the 
oppressive bondage of the unfortunate Af- 
rican, and communicating freedom to a 
fourth of the world, is pursuing his race of 
terror and desolation, and subjugating the 
continent of Europe, in violation of every 
principle of justice, and in contempt of 
every maxim of a generous policy. 

Earl St. Vincent took this last opportu- 
nity to enter his protest against the adop- 


-tion of the measure, the consequences of 


which he was persuaded, would prove fa- 
tal to the best interests of this country. 
Assoon as France niade peace with this 


‘country (and she would hasten a paci- 


fication in‘ consequence of this measure), 
her first object would be to get compleat 
possession of the Slave Trade, and if 
she succeeded in that object, it would 
soon appear that she had got possession 
of an engine that would work the down- 
fall of the naval superiority of this coun- 

. Such was his conviction, and he ut- 
tered it now for the last time. His Lord- 


‘ship then withdrew immediately from the 


house.—The different clauses were then 


agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 


engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 


House or ComMoNs, 
Monday, Feb. 9. 
. [Minutes.] Mr. Barham reported 
from the committee appointed to deter- 


Mine the merits of the Plymouth Election 


Petition, that sir C. M. Pole and Thomas 
Tyewhit, esq. had been duly elected ; and 


PARL, DEBATES, 9, 1807:—Minutés. 


[Gos 


that the petitions against their return were 
not frivolous nor vexatious—Mr. Vernon 
appeared in his place, pursuant to order 


otf the house, and stated in excuse of his 


absence from the Saltash Election com- 
mittee on Friday, “ that when the house, 
on Thursday last, had given power to the 
said committee to adjourn till this day, on 
account of the necessary absence of one of 
their members, he had by mistake conceiv-. 
ed that the committee had actually been 
adjourned till this day; but being inform- 
ed of his mistake, he had attended the 
said committee on Saturday and this day ; 
and that he was extremely sorry the com- 
mittee had been put to any inconvenience 
on his account.” The substance. of what 
Mr. Vernon offered to the house, was 
taken. down in writing; and the same be- 
ing verified by him, upon oath, at the ta- 
ble, it was ordered, That the said Mr. 
Vernon be excused for his non-attendance 
on Friday last.—The Solicitor General 
brought up the bill for making the Free- 
hold Estates of persons, dying in debt, 
assets for the payment of their simple con- 
tract debts, which was read a first time.— 
Petitions were presented from the Tanners 
of Cumberland, Oxford, and several other 
places in England, against the Oak Bark 
bill, which were referred to the committee 
on the former Petitions.—Lord Temple 
moved that the order of the day for the se- 
cond reading of the Oak Bark bill should 
be discharged, on the ground that the com- 
mittee on the various petitions against the 
measure had not yet reported. The order 
was then discharged, and fixed for this 
day fortuight.—Mr. Fremantle presented, 
an Account of the net produce of all the Per- 
manent and War Taxes in the years and 
quarters ending 5th of Jan. 1806, and 5th 
Jan. 1807.—Sir J. Newport presented the 
usual annual yetitions from the several 
charitable Institutions in Ireland, which 
were ordered to lie on the table. The 
hon. bart. in presenting the petition from 
the Trustees of the Roman Catholic Sem- 
inary at Maynooth, near Dublin, stated, 
that it was proposed to make a considera- 
ble augmentation to the grant to this esta- 
blishment, in order to provide more ade- 
quate accommodation for the education of 
the students in that seminary, and that this 
augmentation was recommended to the 
house on the part of his majesty. The 
hon. bart. also stated, that it was proposed 
to make an additional grant to the Dublin 
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the 14 had a double vote. 
_the chairman of such committees was gene- 
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_ Society of 10,0001. which was not to be 


incorporated into the funds usually granted 
to that institution, but to be left at the dis- 


posal of that society, to enable them to 


afford encouragement and support to simi- 
Jar institutions in the interior of the coun- 
try, and particularly a society that had 
been established at Cork for the same ob- 


‘jects. It was then ordered that Estimates 


of the Expences of the several Charitable 
Institutions in Ireland, should be laid before 
the house, after which the hon. baronet 


presented the several Estimates, which. 


‘were ordered to lie on the table, and to be 
printed.—Ordered, on the motion of Mr. 
Johnstone, that there be laid before the 
-house an account of the Income and 
‘Charges of the Consolidated Fund for the 
‘years ending the 5th of Jan. 1806, and 
‘Sth Jan. 1807, distinguishing each quar- 

[GRENVILLE Exvecrion Act.] Mr. 
Simeon, pursuant to notice, rose to move 
-for leave to bring in a bill to amend cer- 
tain parts of the said act. He was wil- 
ling to yield every tribute of just praise 
to the act in question, which went in some 
‘measure to immortalize its author; great, 


‘however, as were unquestionably its merits, 


it was yet, like all other things human, not 
perfect. The object of the proposed bill 
would be, to remove perhaps its only im- 
perfection. In a late case (the Maldon 
petition) the chairman of the committee 


had not only a casting voice, but a double 
one. In mentioning this, it was far from 


his wish or intention to insinuate the slight- 


.est refiection wpon the gentlemen who 


composed that tribunal, but what occasioned 
a doubie vote in that committee, might pro- 
duce the same effect in any other. ‘The 
unavoidable absence of one of the 15 
members might produce a parity of voting, 
and thus involve the con.gittee in this di- 
lemma; they must decide upon the issue 
before them, or they must not; if they did 
not decide, justice slept; if they did, one of 
Besides, as 


rally a man whom the rest of the commit- 


-tee had preferred for some superiority in 


certain qualifications, for talents, good 


' sense, address, arising from habits of busi- 
ness, &c. there might be found in some 


committees men of that diffident cast of 
mind that would induce them to look ra- 
ther to the decision of tliat chairman, than- 


consult the suggestions of their own under- 
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standings. The rules that circumscribed 
the authority of the Speaker in that house, 
and precluded him from a double voice, 
and a casting voice only in the case of a pari. 
ty of votes, were, he thought, in direct ana. 
logy, though he admitted the difference of 
that house being a legislative, and the 
other merely a judicial tribunal. It was 
to be remembered, however, that it was 
the only court in the empire in which the 
presiding member had a double voice, 
He left it to the house to form its own 
judgment on the circumstances of the case, 
and decide upon the propriety of the bill 
he now moved for.’ He then moved, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a bill to 
alter and amend the Act of the 10th of 
the king for the better Regulating the Tri- 
als upon Controverted Elections. 


plaint was of such a kind, and the mode 
which the learned gent. meant to propose for 
its redress, was such, that he thought the law 
was preferable as it now stood; he should 
therefore oppose the motion upon the pre- 
sent occasion, as he thought it was need. 
less to encourage a bill to be brought in, 
which was so likely to be thrown out in 
some future stage. The case stated, was 
one which very seldom occurred. The act 
had put.it into the most convenient of all 
forins, because the decision was left to be 
determined by the casting or double vote 
of the chairman; who was naturally looke 
ed up to on account of his abilities, integri- 
ty, and other qualifications which distin- 
guished him. The learned gent. seemed 
‘to imply, that this very man who was so 
held up.to notice, on account of the neces- 
sary qualifications, should be the only one 
who should be deprived of the ability 
to give a double vote, should it happen to 
be necessary. He saw no remedy in thus 
}taking away the vote of the chairman. 
The general maxim of law was, that there 
should be an end put toa dispute by 
the judicature to which it was originally 
submitted, and therefore it was better to 
take the decision of the committee as at 
present constituted, than that it should be 
suspended altogether. The.chairman was 
bound to perform the same duties, and to 
take the same oath, as other members of 
the committee were; and why should not 
the decision depend upon his vote, as well 
as upon others, the more especially as he 
was the one who paid the most particulay 
‘attention to the subject? 


Mr. Bankes said, that the cause of com- : 
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Mr. Simeon explained. He never meant 


that justice should be asleep by the deci- 


sion being suspended. He meant only, that 
jn no case should the chairman vote, ex- 
‘cept in cases of equality, where 7 of the 
other members had voted on each side; 
and that in no case should he have a 
double vote. 

Mr. C. W. Wynne concurred entirely 
with the hon. geut. who had speken last, 


_ and who had anticipated almost every thing 


that he had meant to say on the subject. 
The analogy between the practice of that 
house and that of the committee did not 
seem to him to apply. It was essential to 
the dignity of the house, that the opinions 
of their Speaker should not be known, as 
his interference must thereby possess far 
greater weight and authority. The com- 
mittee appointed theirjown chairman ; he as 
well as the rest, being swora to a faithful 
discharge of the trust reposed im them; and 
he believed, there was no instance for the 
30 years that ihe act had existed, of a 
charge of partiality being even alledged 
against any one committee. He could not, 
therefore, see any propriety, in altering the 
law, or in saying that the person best qua- 
lified to judge on such an ocvasion, as the 
‘chairman must naturally be presumed to 
-be, should alone be precluded from speak- 
‘ing and voting equally with the rest of the 
‘committee. 

The Attorney-General said, that he con- 


‘ceived the election laws to be of such very 


great importance, that the house should 
hear some very cogent reasons indeed 
urged, before they even allowed a bill to be 
brought in. He believed his learned friend’s 
motives were pure and sincere; but as the 
subject had engaged much of his (the At- 
‘toruey-General’s) attention, he found him- 
‘self to be of a very different opinion. In 
courts of law, the judges were frequently 
equally divided in opinion, and consequent- 
ly not able to decide ; but ancient usage 
had been so much respected, that nobody 
had ever thought proper to propose any 
alteration in their constitution. In the year 
1775, Mr. Grenville brought in that act, 


“which gave the casting vate to the president 


of committees, and even where the numbers 
“were equal, no case of unjust or improper 


partiality had occurred. His learned friend 


seemed to aim at theoretical and unattaina- 
ble perfection. He appeared inclined to 
yender the very person who was likely to 
be most intelligent amongst that committee, 
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‘a mere nonentity. Supposing that a com- 
mittee were to be reduced to 14, by the 
indisposition of any one of their number, 
would bis learned friend propose to have the 
matter decided, by giving a casting or 
double vote to one of those 7, with.whom 
the chairman was not united in opinion, in 
preference to having it determined by the 
others, with whom he agreed? Why not 
give a double vote to the chairman, as well 
as to any of the other members of a com- 
mittee, when found necessary? 

Mr. Simeon here rose, and said, that as 
he piainly saw the opiuion of the house was 
different trom his own, he should withdraw 
the motion he had proposed—It was ac- 
cordingly withdrawn. 

- Lord Folkestone hoped, that the fate of 
the motion which had just been disposed 
of, would not have any influence upon that 
which he rose to make. The object of his 
motion was to make the notices at present 
required by an order of that house, respect- 
ing the entering into recognizances, a part 
of the law. The house would be more 
disposed to agree to his bill, as the effect 
of it would be to put an end to its interfe- 
rence in sucli cases, on applications for ex- 
tending the time for receiving recognizan- 
ces. He therefore moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to alter and amend so much 
of the actof the 28th of his majecty, as 
relates to Recognizances. 

Mr. C. Wynne did not think the object 
of the noble lord’s measure corresponded 
wilh its title. It would nof alter nor amend 
the act of the 28th of the king, because 
there was no meution of notices in that act, 
neither was there any provision in it, re- 
specting the time for presenting petitions, 
These matters were settled by the regula- 
tions of that house, which all parties who 
came before it as petitioners, weresbound 
to make themselves acquainted with. As 
there did not appear to him to be any ne- 
cessity for an act of parliament on the sub- 
ject, or to make the other house of Parlia- 
ment a party to the orders by which the 
proceedings of that house were to be regu- 
lated, he should oppose the motion—The 
motion was then negatived without a divi- 
sion. 

[FoREIGN PRoPERTY IN THE FUNDS. 
Mr. Bankes rose pursuant to notice. He 
was happy after the fate of the two last mo- 
tions, to be able to state that he had one 
to make, which was not likely to meet with 
any opposition, The document for which he 
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was to move, was a -very important. one 
and was yery material to the house to have 
‘on its table, in order that gentlemen, might 
‘perceive how far the strength and resour- 
ces of this country were supported by.-its 
own property and means, and whether the 
property of foreigners in our funds was 
considerable or insignificant. He had also 
another view in bringing forward his mo- 
tion, namely, that it might he brought un- 
der the consideration of the house, how far 
the exemption of the property of foreign- 
ers from the property tax was, or was 
not expedient. He did not mean then 
to enter into aily argument upon the 
subject, but he was inclined to think 
that the exception of the property of fo- 
reigners from the tax had been founded on 
a mistake, and that this would be made 
manifest when the subject should come to 
be reviewed. He had framed his motion 
not so much with a view toihis object, as 
on the precedent of a similar motion that 
had been made last year. As an indulgence 
had been granted to foreigners, he was of 


opinion that they would not be slow in. 


claiming it, and that, therefore, the docu- 
ment he was to call for might be easily 
prepared. He took thisopportuuity of as- 
serting that his opinion on this subject re- 
mained the same asit was last session ; and so 
far frcm having been in the slightest degree 
altered, it had been strengthened by consi- 
deration and reflection. He still continued 
_ to think that the property of foreigners 
should be subject to the tax. This was 
but an act of justice to our own subjects, to 
shew where the burthen of the tax fell, and 
could not be construed into a severity up- 
on foreigners, who invested their money in 
our funds for its security, not for our ad- 
vantage. If they enjoyed the protection, 
they ought to contribute in a just propor- 
tion fo its maintenance. He would not 
have it understood, however, that he was 
pledged to bring forward any motion on 
the subject, because such a proeeeding 
would, ina great degree, depend upon the 
support it would receive, and principally 
upon the opposition it would meet with. 
At the same time he was of opinion, that, 
though a motion might not lead to a suc- 
cessful result, there was often much advan- 
tage derived from the frequent discussions 
that took place even upon motions that 
might have been finally unsuccessful. He 
did not by any means propose to bring for- 
‘ward, this question from views hostile to 


»| government. But, as he should very soon 


have an opportunity of stating his opinion 
on the general question respecting the 
finances of the country, he should then con. 
tent himself with moving, ‘“ That there be 
“laid before the house an account of the. 
‘amount of all Exemptions granted to Fo. 
“reigners, in respect of the duty on Divi- 
“dends, in the various ‘public funds of 
“ Great Britain, and on the duty on Divi. 
“dends on South Sea and East India 
* stock, under the Property tax, for. the 
“ year ending Lady Day, 1806.” 

Lord Henry Petty thought it might be 
more satisfactory to the hon. gent. to have 
the account made up to a later date, as 
well as more likely to answer the object he 
had in view. He was not aware that the 
account could be furnished to a Jater date, 
but wonld assure the hon. gent. and the 
house, that if upon enquiry he found that 
to be the case, the account should be pre- 
sented. The information called for by the 
hon, gent. was such, that however he might 
differ from him as to the result to be drawn 
from it, he thought it ought, and could not 
with propriety be kept from the house, 
As the hon. gent. had with so much candonr 
stated, that the opinion entertained by him 
last session on this subject remained unal- 
tered, he thought it not amiss to declare, 
that upon the best reflection he could be- 
stow upon the question, he could see no 
reason for changing the opinion he had on 
that occasion expressed of the propriety of 
granting the exemptions to ‘the property of 
foreigners in the funds. He was contirmed 
in the opinion, when he considered the small 
assistance that could be derived from ex- 
tending the tax to such property, and the 
indirect but great mischief that would re- 
sult from adopting the suggestions of the 
hon. gent. Atthe same time he was ready 
to admit, that whenever the question was 
brought forward, he should be open to 
the arguments that he knew would be ably 
urged by the hon. gent. As to the expe- 
diency of bringing forward motions without 
any prospect of success, and the beneficial 
consequences of repeated discussions, he 
trusted that the present session of parlia- 
ment would afford an instance (the Aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade) of the advantages 
and happy results of discussions upon reit- 
erated motions.—-The account was then 
dered up to the latest period, to which it 
could be made out, 
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just, inhuman, and impolitic, and, however 


-to answer for. 


that the support which had been given to 


"as upon a mature consideration of the pre- 


trade 
Ought to be immediately abolished, not 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, February 10. 
“Stave TRADE BItt.] 
The order of the day for the third reading 
of the bill for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, being read, 

Lord Redesdale rose, and observed, that 
however the preamble of this bill might set 
out, that the African Slave Trade was un- 


it might be considered unjust, inhuman, and 
impolitic, to emancipate the Slaves in the 
West Indies, yet he considered’ the present 
measure would be the means of producing, 
in the West India Islands, a!l the horrors 
ofa revolution that could possibly be con- 
ceived. The Abolition of the African Trade, 
he considered, should go hand in hand with 
that in the West India Islands; and how- 
ever desirable an object the totai abolition 
of the trade might be, he yet considered 
this instantaneous abolition, not only dan- 
gerous in itself, but likely to be seodactiee 
of no particular good. As the bill stood 
at present, he could not give his assent to 
it, however he might be inclined to support 
it upon general principles; had it been a 
different description of bill, and went gra- 
dually to a general abolition of this trade, 
it should then have met with his hearty 
concurrence. He felt, that any attempt to 
withstand the present enthusiasm upon this 
subject would be in vain; but he could not 


help remarking, that when a legislature | 


acted enthusiastically, they did not always 
act wisely, and he did not think that in the 
faithful and conscientious discharge of their 
duty, the opposers of this measure had much 


The Earl of Buckinghamshire denied 


this measure, was to be attributed to mere 
feelings of enthusiasm. Mere enthusiasm 
was not calculated to last for 20 years, 
during which period this measure had been 
under discussion. It was, on the contrary, 
in his opinion, founded clearly on the 
grounds of justice and humanity, as well 


sent state of the West Indies. Wien a 
member of the house of commons in the 
year 1792, he voted for a gradual abolition, 
aciphn that the persons concerned in the 

wht to have sufficient notice. Now, 
however, he had no. doubt that the trade 


y because it was contrary to justice and 


was the only means of preventing those evils 
which must otherwise necessarily result. 
from the multiplication of slaves in the 
West Indies. 
The Duke of Norfolk approved of the — 


bill, and expressed a confidence that the 


planters would by a moderate treatment 
of their slaves, contribute to bring about © 
that state of the colonies which was so 
much to be desired. 

The Earl of Westmoreland was at a loss 
to understand upon what principle of logie 
it was to be proved, that if the slave trade 
was contrary to justice and humanity, it 
was not also contrary to justice and huma- 


‘nity to keep the negroes who had been 


procured by means of the trade, in a state 
of perpetual slavery. . He was not so mad 
as to think that liberty ought to be given - 
to the slaves in the West Indies: but he 
contented, that upon the principles upon 
which the abolition was now founded, 
emancipation ought also to follow. If it 
was however determined finally to abolish 
the trade, it might at least be conceded to 
the feelings of the planters, and of those — 
concerned in the trade, to erase the words, 

declaring it to be contrary to justice and 

humanity. It was thought, however, by 

some of the supporters of the bill, that by 

retaining these words, foreign powers might 

be humbugged, if he might use the expres- 
sion, into a concurrence in the abolition. 

This, however, he did not think at all prac~ 
ticable, and it was surely a consideration of 
expediency, whether at a time when the 

continent of Europe was nearly shut against 
us, we should put an end to our trade with 

the continent of Africa, and by so doing, 
greatly injure and distress many persons, 
and deprive many more of the means of 
subsistence. 

Lord Grenville was glad to find that 
the opponents of this measure were nearly 
reduced to one argument, and that was, 
that the bill did not extend to the eman- 
cipation of the slaves already ow the islands. 
The attempted application, however, of the 
same justice and humanity to both cases, 
resolved itself into this. In abolishing the 
trade we did justice to the inhabitants of 
Africa, who were the parties aggrieved, but 
in giving liberty to the slaves on the islands, 
we should do the greatest injustice to them 
in giving them that which they would not 
kriow how to use, and which would only 
be productive to them of injury. That li- 
berty, the blessings of which we-were ena- 


only 
humanity, but also because the abolition 
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bled properly to estimate and appreciate, 


- would be to them, in their state of igno- 


rance and barbarism, a poison of the most 
baleful nature-—The bill was then read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be sent 
to the House of Commons. 


‘HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, February 10. 


(Minutrs.] On the motion of lord 
Howick, the call of. the house, which stood 
for this day, for the purpose of insuring a 
sufficient attendance of members to form 
the ballot for the Maidstone Election com- 
mittee, was deferred to Thursday. On the 
motion of lord Howick, it was ordered, that 
the Rev. M. Marlow, D. D. be desired to 
preach before the house on the 25th instant, 
the day of Public Fast.—The following are 
the names of the gentlemen on the reduced 
list, forming the committee to try the merits 
of the election and return for the Bo- 
rough of Maidstone. Hon. W. Maule, 
J. Vaughan, esq. Hon. F. Robinson, Hon. J. 
Cust, John Patteson, esq. John‘ Palmer, esq. 
W. Loftus, esq. J. Fuller, esq. Hon. E. 
Stewart, G. T. Steward, esq. Sir M. B. 
Foukes, T. Godfrey, esq. T. Shelly, esq. 
The parties having waved their right of ap- 
pointing nominees, the committee retired, ac- 
cording to the provision of. the act of parlia- 
ment in such case, and themselves chose sir 
R. Peel, and the hon. W. Pole. The whole 
were then sworn at the table. 

_SINECURE PLACES AND PENSIONS.] 
Mr. Biddulph rose and spoke as follows: 


* I rise, sir, in pursuance of the notice I had 


the honour of giving on a former night, to 
submit to the consideration of the house, a 
motion, connected with a system of econo- 
my, and, in its import, similar to that pro- 
posed by an hon. friend of mine in the 
year 1797. In introducing this motion, I 
can with truth affirm, that my mind is 
totally uninfluenced by those passions which 
may be supposed to agitate public men, in 
bringing forward plans of retrenchment in 
the national expenditure, or motions for 
the reduction of places and pensions. The 
strong conviction in my mind, that a great 
practical benefit would result to the country, 
and to the revenue of the country, is the 
most striking inducement with me for sub- 
mitting my motion to the consideration of 
the house. How that benefit would be 
best procured, has also been the subject of 
my inquiry, and in referring to the pre. 


cedent and example of the motion of 1797, - | 


I find, that at that period, the appointment 
of a Committee of Finance to investigate 
public establishments, and to sift official 
abuses, was considered the best and most 


appropriate method of proceeding. That . 


my present object would be best attained 
by moving for the appointment of a similar 
committee, I am inclined to conclude ; par- 
ticularly when I consider the advantage like- 
ly to result from an attentive persual of the 
valuable documents of the former, from the 
light which the labour and industry of that 
committee have actually thrown on the sub- 
ject, and, finally, from the eventual good, 
which the application of: that information, 
assisted by the result of the intermediate 
time and circumstances, must in any future 
inquiry produce. There were certain] 

many impediments, and difficulties of no 
trifling nature, in the way of that commit- 
tee. To some of their inquiries, they found 
it impossible to get even an answer; and 
in some cases, particularly those connected 
with Scotland, they were not only kept in 
ignorance of the necessary answers to their 
interrogatories, but were absolutely render- 
ed incapable of extending their researches, 
from the obscurity and vagueness in which 
such objects of their inquiry were involved. 
Without troubling the house with any gene 

ral reasoning on the necessity of adopting a 
measure of the nature I propose, I will at 
present confine myself to the statement of 
some particular cases, and be satisfied with 
drawing the attention of the house to those 
immense emoluments which are attached to 
offices in the Exchequer, and to other 
brauches of the national establishment, in 
the investigation of which, the appointment 
of a committee, founded on a Resolution 
similar to that of 1797, would, in my 
opinion, be calculated to produce great and 
important benefits. The first thing that 
strikes the public mind, as requiring retrench- 
ment, is the immense emoluments enjoyed 
by some individuals in the department of 
the Exchequer. It is difficult to make the 
public believe that the grants of these 
emoluments are unalterable, and there are 
circumstances which induce me to think 
they are not. The act of parliament of 
1782 allowed to two of the Tellers of the 
Exchequer the antient fees of their offices, 

but limited the other two to a salary of 
40001. a year. ‘This act did nothing more 
than to leave the fees on thebasis of the regu- 
lations and practice of the Exchequer. If 


| 


: 
| 3 


\ 


pos) PARE. DEBATES, Fen, 10, 1807-—Sinecure Places und Pensions. {708 


therefore becomes necessary to inquire what 
these regulations and that practice were. 
By the act of 4th William and Mary, the 
barons of the Exchequer were directed to 
“Inquire what were the antient and legal 
. fees. Those fees were reported and vested 
by law in the officers. But notwithstanding 
the title by usage, and the investment by 
Jaw, an alteration was made jn 1702, In 
that year great exertions being required, 
the sum which was raised for the public 
service, 1,600,0001. was considered so great 
us to render it proper to look to some re- 
duction upon the Exchequer fees, and in 
consideration of the largeness of the sum a 
rediction was madé. In 1744, on the 
‘same principle, the supplies being larger 
than at any former period, 6,600,000. 
peing raised for the general service of the 
year, besides 2,200,0001. for the army, it 
was agreed by the officers of the Exchequer 
to reduce the fees one-third. The law and 
the practice of the Exchequer ought to be 
no more a bar to the reduction of the fees 
now, than they were ‘then; and certainly 
the vast increase in the amount of the 
public expences, aud every other reason, 
make much more strongly in favour of the 
redyction at this moment. My motion will 
embrace all offices and all places, and all 
incomes deprived from the state. ‘There is 
one department in particular to which the 
inquiry I recommend will apply with par- 
ticular effect. I mean that of the Couris of 
Justice. In the Report of the Committee 
of Finance, sinecure offices to the amount 
of 26,5007, in thar department, are pointed 
out as admitting of total reduction. The 
committee, in pointing out the propriety 
of this reduction, and the proper mode 
of carrying it into effect, quote the opinion 
of lord ale, saying, that timely amend- 
meat did much good, and _ prevented 
much eyil, particularly in things connected 
with the general weal; but that the re- 
form ought net to be made abruptly, 
nor all at once; but gradually, with as 
nyuch attention as possible to the rights of 
dividuals, I do not find that any thing 
has.been done upon this Report, or that 
any part of its recommendations has been 
ried:into execution, Ten years have 
elapser the Committee its 
report, pointed out as worthy of considera- 
fon, whether these offices be abo- 
lished as they became vacant, and yet no- 
ing has been done in compliance with 
recommendation. Lord Hale says 
Vou, VII, 


of offices executed by deputy, why are ay 
continued. if they are unnecessary; and. 

they are necessary, why should they not be 
executed at the charge which is found suf> 
ficient for the deputy ?. Why is the state to 
be burthened with immense salaries to un- 
employed principals, who do nothing but 
bear the name of the office? In the 26,0001. 
I alluded to, noservice whatever isdone. Ia 


the thirty reports of the Committee of Fi- | 


nance, there are several other instances of of- 
fices of the same kind, but | donot think it ne- 
cessary to trouble thé house with detailing 
any more than the principal’ branches, iia 
which the propriety of reform is obvious, 
My motion willembrace every branch of the 
Public Expenditure. The powers I pro- 
pose to give to the committee are the same 
as those granted to the committee of 1797. 
The Pension List was not referred to. the 
committee of that time, neither would. I 
have it expressly referred to the committee 
now proposed; but my motion will be 
framed in such a manner that the commit- 
tee will be enabled to attend to that branch 
of Expenditure, as well as to every other. 
I shall conclude with moving ‘ That. a 
‘committee be appointed to consider of 
‘ what saving can be made by the reduc- 
‘tion of useless Places, Sinecure Offices, 
‘ Exorbitant Fees, and every other retrench- 
‘ ment that can be made in the expenditure 
‘ of the public money.’ | 


Lord Folkestone said, that he had the 


honour to second the motion. xu] 
Lord Henry Petty rose and observed, 
that it gave him-the highest satisfaction, 
that whatever difference of opinion. might 
exist between himself and ‘the hon. gent. 
as to the words of the motion, yet be- 
tween hi: and the hon. gent. and not only 
that, but between the hon. geut. and all his 
majesty’s ministers, there was a perfeet 
coincidence. of sentiment upon the grounds 
of the present motion. For if there was 
any thing upon which it might be expect- 
ed that all should concur, it was this, that 
the strictest economy shauld be preserved 
in the management of the; public money, 
and that all places, offices, and pensions, 
should be reduced to the smallest charge, 
consistent with the proper administration of 
the affairs of the nation. Therefore any mea- 


sure which had that object in view came — 
recommended by a strong similarity and 


union of sentiment amongst his majesty’s 
ministers, as well as amongst others. But 


if he had the satisfaction to coneur with _ 
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thehon. gent., if so faran union of senti- 
nent prevailed, he hoped that there would 
also be an union of sentiment upon another 
ition, essential to the welfare and stabi- 
lity of government, which was this, that in 
every country there ought to be rewards 
for services performed ; that it was not fit- 
ting that means. should be wanting of 
granting adequate remuneration for gene- 
ral services, and that such rewards ought 
to form part of the establishment of ail 
well-regulated governments. The onl 
point, then, to be considered was, how far 
these rewards existed in the manner they 
ought, for though places ought to exist for 
the purpose above-mentioned, yet it was 
@ight that they should be limited, and they 
confined to their proper object, and that 
they should not be allowed to rin to excess, 
either through -abuse or neglect. That 
suclr excess did formely exist, especially 
with regard to sinecure p!aces, a poiat to 
which the hon. gent. had particularly adver- 
ted, he was pertecily aware. But he beg- 
leave to remind the house, that during 

a course of 20 years it had been a constant 
object to reduce and confine such places 
within their proper limits. Such was the 
‘object of the commission of accounts esta- 
blished at the close of the American war, 
when there was so great and so just a pub- 
lie clamour on this subject, a-commission 
which had in the most able manner dis- 
charged the duties entrusted to it. In the 
administration which succeeded, and con- 
cluded the peace of 1753, an administra- 
tion of which a near and dear connexion 
of his (his father, then lord Shelburne) 
formed a part, this object was not lost sight 
of, and the plan was laid for an inquiry, 


which was carried into effect some time af- | 


ter. It was not lost sight of during the 
administration of Mr. Pitt, a committee 
having been appointed in 1786, and then 
another iti 1796, ‘which the right hon. 
gent. who now filled the chair (Mr. Abbot) had 
presided with so much credit to himself and 
‘so much advantage to the country. Thus it 
had been the constant study, for a length of 
time, to reduce the public expenditure with 
respect to offices, as far as it could be done 
consistently with the reservation of certain 
‘places of reward forthe public servants. If 
‘the country had been. in the situation of 
one laying down, for the first time, the 
commencement of a system of expenditure, 
it might perhaps be more wise to confer re- 
-wards on the higher classes of public ser- 


vants by means of large pensions, than by 
sinecure places. But when these places 
were conisdered as connected with the his. 
tory of the country, and with the different 
branches of the Constitution from their first 
origin, it was unquestionably desirable to pre. 
serve and continue them. He was therefore 
not disposed to count much upon any re- 
duction that could now be made in Sinecure 
Places and Pensions, if it was determined 
not to reduce them below what the public 


y | dignity and public’ service required them to 


be kept up to. Perhaps the manner in 
which the prerogative of the crown was ex- 
ercised in bestowing such offices, might not 
be in every instance satisfactory. But the im. 
proper use of the prerogative in these in. 
stances, was no reason why the power of 
using it better should be altogether done 
away. If there were improprieties in the 
conduct of the judges, that was no reason 
why the administration of justice should be 
stopped. If there were improprieties i 
the conduct of those at the head of the 
military department, that was no_ reason 
why the country should be left without an 
army. In the degree then in which such 
places were necessary to reward public ser- 
vices, these places ought to be maintain- 
ed. Why then, what had been the result 


of all the inquires on this subject? He — 


might state generally, first, that all sinecure 
places in the customs bad been abolish- 
ed. Such also had been the case with: re- 
gard to the excise. With regard: to the 
great offices of state, some had been abo- 
lished, and a certain chamberlainship in 
the exchequer, and all the offices, with 
the exception of a very few, had been 
regulated by commutations being agreed 
upon, instead of fees, which were liable to 
a perpetual increase with the increase of 
the public expenditure. The profits of 


the tellers and the auditors were thus lim- . 


ited. For the purpose of being perfectly 
correct in what he had stated with regard to 
the abolition of sinecure offices in. the cus- 
toms, he ouglit to have observed, that one 
place of this nature, that of collector out- 
wards, belonging by patent to a certain 
noble duke (Manchester) had been reserved. 
The fact was then, that sinecure places 
to a certain number were necessary to be 
retained in order to reward those who 
had given their time, and industry, and theit 
talenis to the public service, in offic 

which. did not afford an adequate remune 
‘lation, and to afford them a proper suppor 
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~¢rease of their salaries. 


in their tetirement. But he could not quit 


_this part of the subject, without alluding 


to the principles which had been admitted 
during the progress of Mr. Burke’s bill. 
The principles then admitted: were, that 
those who held offices by grant from the 
crown, had as strong a title to them, as any 
proprietor of land had to his landed estate, 
‘and that to tlestroy the one title would be 
as great an invasion of property as to de- 
stroy the other. The reform could apply 
ouly with respect to the future holders, and 
in that view it had’ been applied in every 
practicable instance. But where offices 
were granted in reversion it could not be 
applied. ‘The reform must remain suspend- 
ed till the reversion should have expirec. 
“There were two principal offices granted in 
reversion. One was that of Register of 
the Admiralty Court, granted to lord 
Arden, with the reversion to a member of 
that house (Mr. Perceval). The other was 
that of the clerk of the parliament, held 
by a right hon. gent. (Mr. Rosé) over the 


‘way, the reversion to his son. But when 


these reversions expired, he hoped that mea- 
sures would be taken to regulate these of- 
fices also.—-So much with regard to offices 
in England, where a good deal had been 


done, except in the law offices, which form-. 


ed the subject of the 27th report of the com- 
qnissioners of accounts. It was true that 
there were a great number of law offices 
which had been stated by them to be un- 


“necessary, and which might be subject to 
_ameliorations; though they had stated, at 


the same time, that these being perquisites 
of the great Jaw officers, the lord clrancel- 
lor and the Jord chief justice, they ought 
not to be eek of the patronage and 
the means of providing for their families 
which they afforded, without a material in- 
It was true that 
the salaries of the judges had since that 
time been augmented, but he did not 
know whether the salaries of the lord 
chancellor and lord chief justice had been 
raised, so as to compehsate for a loss of 
this sort, and yet it was obvious that the 


‘augmentation of their salaries ought to have 


‘been particularly attended to, in case. of 


' their being deprived of these places and 
‘this patronage. However, this was a case, 
‘which had certainly been less attended to 


than others, and therefore, with respect to 
‘this the hon. gent’s motion eame recommend 


ed hy all the authority that could be deriv- 
» edfrom thisreport. A great deal then had 
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been done with respect to England. But as 
to Ireland, he admitted that much as yet 
remained to be done. But it would be re- . 
collected that a committee had been ap- 
pointed 3 years ago, on the motion of ie 
right hon. gent. who then held the office 
chancellor of the exchequer for Ireland, . 
the object of which was to inquire into the 
mode of’ collecting the revenue in Ire- 
land; and althoagh he (Lord H. Petty) wagy 
then on the opposition side of the House, 
yet he took an opportunity of expressing 
his perfect approbation of titat measure, 
and of promising all the support which he 
could give. ‘That commission was now ac- 
tually sitting in Dublin, and its reports were 
on the table of the house; and the house 
must have seen with satisfaction that’ his 
right hon. friend (sir John Newport) had 
brought in a bill to abolish no, less than 
38 offices, in pursuance of the suggestions 
in these reports. Every one who knew his 
right hon. friend, or the noble lord at the | 
head of the finance department of that 
country, or the noble duke who was at the 
head of the government there, would feel 
satisfied that all useful suggestions would 
be taken up by them, and immediately 
acted upon. Why, then, great progress 
had been made here also. The only point 
of difficulty was the practice of granting 
offices in reversion, which he highly disap- 
proved of, especially in the case of offices 
where the fees were liable to increase with 
the increase of the expenditure, as this was 
in some measure entailing abuses. He knew 
it would be said that ministers were un- 
friendly to offices in reversion, and would 
wish to abolish them hecause they could 
not get them for themselves, To those who 
were of this opinion he would say, that 
they might discover a more obvious method 
by which ninisters might secure such ad- 
vantages, if they were so disposed, and that 
was by making other offices reversionary. 
Buthe had the satisfaction to state, that 
since the present ministry had come into 
power no offices had been granted in rever- 
sion. ‘They had abstained from this prac- - 
tice, having in contemplation the means by 
which reforms might be accomplished bere 
also, and an end put to the iniquitous effects 
that resulted from such a inode of proceed- 
ing. ‘Things, then, being in this state, there 
remained little to be done except with re- 
spect to the courts of law the offices of 
which formed the subject of the 27th re- 
port. He was not aware that any sinecure- 
222 
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‘of this description had been created since 

. that report had been made. Butthat other 
more loose abuses had not taken place he 
was not prepared to deny, knowing as he 
did the tendency to abuse which existed 
Where the expenditure was so large as it 
Was in this country. All, therefore, that 
the government could do was, to use every 
effort to prevent the growth of such abuses; 
ip to check them where they existed. It 
ad accordingly given an instruction to the 
auditors of accounts to observe such abuses, 

__ And to report upon them from time to time 
to the treasury. He would read the words 
of the warrant in which this instruction was 
conveyed. Here the noble lord read the 
Words, which contained an instruction to the 
auditors to attend to and report specially 
em ali abuses and frauds committed at 
home or abroad. This was part of a war- 
yant under which the auditors acted, and 
by this means he hoped that a. strong and 
permanent. check upon abuses would be 
established. Why, then, it appeared that 
great progress had been made in destroy- 
ing offices, and that there was a disposition 
Yn the government to prevent the unneces- 
sary renewal of them. But though little 
~ FYemained to be done, yet he did not con- 
d that that little onght to remain undone. 

Te had no objection, therefore, to the ap- 
of a committee which should 
nish a business in which so great a_pro- 
gress had already been made. He was of 
pinion, that with a slight alteration in the 
words, the motion deserved the assent of the 
house, and that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to inquire into what had been done, 
aod what remained further to be donc 
‘towards. the accomplishment of this great 
Object. Whatever might be the merits of 
former commissioners, it would be recol- 
Tected that they were fallible, and that in 
the best institutiong there wouid be some 
‘failure.. He expected from this examina- 
ioe. that a foundation would be laid for 
nally eradicating, great abuses in. the ma- 
uagement of the public money, and that 
the most material benefit would acerue with 
ard to the system of public. economy. 
Therefore he not only agreed in the princi- 
ple of this motion, but also approved of the 
licy of appointing, such committees, at 
ifferent successive periods, to examine into 
the real state of the public expenditure. 
ue attention had been paid to economy, 
pu.therg was a disposition in the goyern- 


ment to promote that important object by 
every means in their. power. The noble 
lord concluded by proposing an alteration 
in the motion, so that, as amended, it stood 
thus, ‘ That a select committee be appoint. 
él to examine and consider what regula. 
tions and checks have been established, iq 
order to controul the several branches of 
the public expenditure in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and how far the same have been 
effectual; and what further measures can 
be adopted for reducing any part of the 
said expenditure, or diminishing the amount 
of salaries and ‘emoluments without detri- 
ment to the public service; and. that they 
do report the same, with their observations 
thereupon te the house.’ 

Mr. Wilberforce thought the liberality 
and candour manifesied by his noble friend 
who had just sat down, particularly entitled 
bim to the thanks of the country. But at 
the same time he must say, that his neble 
friend's opinion as to the necessity of sub. 
stituting pensions for the estalilished sing 
cures, struck him with surprise. If the cos. 
mittee so properly moved for, should be ap- 
pointed with the impression which such aa 
opinion, from so high an authority, was 
calculated to produce, he confessed that 
his good wishes towards that appointment 
would be consjderably abated. No. prin 
ciple would be meye injurious in its opera 
tion, according: to his judgment, than that 
of ‘voting to each pu'slic officer.a certain 
remuneration for his services, instead of 
leaving these sinecures to be. applied to 
such purposes, for whieh only they could 
be allowed to. exist. He disapproved of 
the system of voting pensions, because he 
very much feared that under that system 
the amount of reward would depend tae 
much on ministerial infinence or popular 
clamour, or might be too much calculated 
to induce the one or irritate the other. He 
wished rather that the sinecures aight re- 
main for those to dispose of, who were 
best qualified to appreciate the merits to 
which they ought to be granted, and there 
was more likelihpod. that they would be 
groperly granted. ‘That talents dovoted to 
the service of the state were by any means 
so well rewarded as the same talents would 
be in any of the liberal professions, either 
of the church, medicine; ar the. bar, be was 
fully prepared to deny. He meant of 
course pecuniary reward; but that was not 
the object of public men, for their great 


and generous minds must look to views of 
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a higher nature, and be actuated by motives 
ope noble character... Indeed, it was for 
the credit of the country to mention that 
{here were many who had giving up the 
most lucrative. professions, to follow the 
course to. which these lofty motives were 
calculated to lead; therefore such men were 
entitled to the liberal consideration of par- 
liament and the country, when: there should 
be no louger occasion for their services, and 
when they should happen, from their cir- 
cumstances to require such liberality. Men 
who had long occ pied, and ably acted in, 
the high vilices of the state, should not be 
allowed to fall from the connections aud. 
yank to which they had been accustomed, 


jn consequence of the illiberality of those 


whom they had served. Such a thing would 
be degrading to the character of the coun- 
try, and he trusted it would never be allow- 

{to occur, Of the principle avowed in 


fis noble friend's speech he most sincerely 


approved; he the more-rejoiced to hear the 
inciple stated, because from the know- 
Meage he had of his noble friend’s disposi- 
tion, he was perfectly contident that it would 
be acted upon, He was fully persuaded 
that his. noble friend was.as well-disposed 
rigidly to apply the principle of economy 
asany minister could be. At the same that 
he ‘mentioned this, he could not omit stat- 
ing, that which might be unkuown, that his 
noble friend’s predecessor (Mr. Pitt) carried 
the principle of economy as far as was 
praeticahle, never over-looking any oppor- 
tunity of retrenchment, or of the abolition 
of useless places. Iudeed he knew that his 
late right hon. friend had, without ever 
mentioning a werd about it in that house, 
abolished between 30 and 40 places in the 
customs and excise, to which his noble 
friend had alhuded in the course of his 
Pi although his right hon. friend was at 
time pressed by many of his friends and 
gonnec‘ions, to grant those places to others. 
Bat no, his late right hon. friend preferred 
the principle of economy, to the gratification 
of his friends, and the merit of that great | 
man was, that he did such meritorious things 
without having it ever known to the world. 
Like the man of Ross, he “ did good by 
f* stealth, and blushed to find it fame.” 
The hon. member conceived that motions 
like that before the house should not be at 
all considered as acts of opposition to nai- 
nistets, From the conduct of his noble 
friend this evening, it was evident that mi- 
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shewed the alacrity with which they were 
ready to recejve a proposition of economy 
from any quarter of the house, which must 
encourage every man to suggest to theni the 
means whieh might serve to carry their 
acknowledged prineiples into effect. With, 
however, this concurrent wish of all to pur- 
sue economy with every practicable indus. 
try, he deprecated the application of it to 
the purpose of producing any reduction of 
the salaries allowed to our public officers, 
who so far from being over-paid, were man 
of them he was prepared to say, with seis. 
to money, very much under-paid. Consi- 
dering their situation, connections, 
and talents, the remuneration was, he "had 
almost said, quite too little. _1n rewarding 
such men, parliament should ever bear in 
mind fidelity towards the people, and libe- 
rality towards the officers, both. which tend-. 
ing to the same point, must urge them té 
provide that the charaeter of the one should 
not be degraded, by allowing the comfort: 
and interest of the other to be neglected, 
Lord H. Petty rose to explain a point 
upon which he had been evidently, witliout 
any intention, misinterpreted by his. hon, 
friend. In his observations with respect to 
the comparative propriety of pensions and 
sinecures, he was in fact but endeavouring 
to answer an argument, which appeared to 
him likely to arise in the disscusion. But 
he expressed no opinion. His argument 
was merely speculative upon the question, 
whether if we were about to constitute a_ 
new system, it would not be better to in. 
vest, not that house, as his hon. friend seem- 
ed to think, but the crown, with the power 
of granting pensions as rewards to. meritori« 
ous public officers, than to create nominal 
offices for the purpose of such rewards, 
But those offices being already in existence, 
rendered the case different, and their con- 
tinuanice was connected with the honour of 
the crown, and with the interests and good 
faith of the country. It was however, the 
duty of that house to take care that such 
a system was not carried to any unjustifi- 
able excess, by the appointment, from tine 
to time, of such committees as that which 
was now moved for, The noble lord con- 
cluded with moving an amendment to his 
motion, that Ireland should be included ia 


the imquiry. 
Mr. Wilberforce professed his unwilling- 
rans mis-state any sentiment of his noble 
iend’s, aud that he was quite satisfied with 


nisters themselves did not so consider them. | his 


On the contrary, their candouy clearly | 
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Mr. Fawkes, in a maiden speech; declared, 
that this was a motion upon which, consist- 
ently with his own principles, or his duty to 
his constituents, he could not content himself 
with giving a silent vote. He hoped, how- 
ever, that in his first attempt to engage the 
attention of the house, he should meet with 
that indulgence which was usually extended 
to a member rising under similar circum- 
stances. Notwithstanding all the efforts 
that. had been made, and all the expences 
incurred, in endeavours to rescue our neigh- 
bours from subjugation, there still remained 
to this country sufficient means and _re- 
sources to enable us to cope with all the 
adversaries with whom we had, and might 
have, to contend, if only they’ should. be 
wisely administered and economically ap- 
plied. He was persuaded that the country 
possessed ample means to meet every emer- 
gency, and to secure us against every pos- 
sible danger. But the only means of ob- 
taining this desirable end was, that the 
- government should shew to the people that 

they were determined to rectify every abuse, 
and manifest a determination to ameliorate 
the condition of the people. When he con- 
sidered the actual state of the country, 
labouring under a grievous weight of bur- 
thens, when he called to mind the declara- 
‘tions made at different times by persons high 
in office, that the people would be called 
on to sacrifice, not only the comforts, but 
even the necessaries of life, for the support 
of the present contest, he should not think 
that he performed his duty to those who 
sent him there, if he did not gite his entire 
and cordial support to the motion then 
before the house, and every other motion 
of the same description. ‘The noble lord 
on the bench below him, had said, that. it 
was desirable to continue some sinecure 
places, as rewards and retreats for merito- 
rious public officers. Whenever gallantry 
should be displayed, whenever diligence 
should be exerted, whenever talents should 
be exercised in the service of the country, 
whenever eminent merit should be mani- 


fested in the conduct of its affairs and in-. 


terests, he should not be disposed to quar- 
rel with the grant of adequate and liberal 
yewards in such cases. But these were 
times when the public money ought not to 
be lavished upon persons who had not per- 
. formed any service to deserve remuneration. 
The’ people of this country were fully 
‘sensible of -the blessings that they en- 


them; and they would be ready to make 
every effort in support of the present cop. 
test. But they had a right to expect in. 
demnity for the past, and security for the 
future; they had a right to expect a re. 
rigid economy in the future application 
of the public money, not, however, that 
paltry economy that would narrow the 
seale of public exertion, and paralise the 
efforts of the country; but such an econo. 
my, as without eillaing the indispensable 
services of the state, would husband the te. 
sources of the nation. For the practice of 
such economy he looked with confidence 
to the gentlemen on the bench below him, 
He had no hesitation in uttering this senti. 
ment, because it flowed from a pure sources 
the conviction which arose from the man- 
ner in which they had received and treatéd 
this motion. He trusted that the plan of 
reformation, which bad been so often talked 
of, was now at length commenced, and 
that as ministers had declared their intention 
not to grant places in reversion, they would 
put an end to the abuse for the present, and 
prevent all future ministers from adopting 
the practise. They appeared to him dis- 
posed not only to preach, but to prac. 


Mr. Ellison highly applauded the dis- 
position manifested by ministers.—The 
amendment being moved, — 

Mr. Biddulph said, that there then was 
so little of substantial difference between 
the motion he had the honour ‘o submit 
and the amendment proposed by the noble 
lord, that he was not disposed to press his 
motion. The objects he had in view would 
‘be attained by the amendment. He de 
clared the sincere satisfaction which he felt 
from the sentiments of the chancellor of 
‘the exchequer, and had no doubt that those 
sentiments would be followed up, not in 
the abridgment of public liberty, for that 
he deprecated as much as any man, but in 
the reduction of those sinecures which 
were known to have gone in some instances 
to such an enormous extent as to h 
excited the general and just jealousy of 
public. 

Mr. Calvert hoped that at all events the 
noble lord and his colleagues would do 
that which was now in their power, namely, 
to prevent the pledging and mortgaging of 
these sinecure places, which was a system 
that had heretofore been practised without 
restraint. —The amendment was then agreed 


to, and the committee nominated; to whom 
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were referred ‘the Reports of the Com- 
mittees of Finance, and the Commissioners 


of Accounts, &e. 


[SLAVE TRADE ABOLITION BILL.] A 
Message was sent to the house by the 
house of lords, announcing that their lord- 
ships had passed. a bill, entitled, An Act 
for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and 
to which they desired the concurrence of 
the house; the bill being laid pon the 


table, 
~ Lord Howick rose and moved, that 
this Bill be read a first time; upon which 
Mr. George Hibbert, in a maiden speech, 
said, that he could not suffer a measure of 
such great and critical importance to pass 
even over this stage without remark: al- 
though in seeking to impress upon the house 
the duty of giving to it the most calm and 
solemn deliberation, he should be careful 
to abstain from any argument concerning 
the principle or provisions of the bill, for 
which’ he knew there would be another 
and a fitter opportunity. It was a bill that, 
without question, put to risk our West 
Indic commerce, a most important resource 
of the empire, and of peculiar value at the 
sent moment: nothing that had passed 
in another house of parliament; nothing in 
the form of resolutions or opinions of a 


former parliament; no popular sentiment 


out of doors, however assiduously and 
enthusiastically excited, ought to affect their 
deliberations. To this parliament, to which 
they were called, the question came unem- 
barrassed and unprejudged, and to many of 
the members of that house its temperate dis- 
cussion must ‘be novel. They were not a 
commitium, a mere organ of the voice of 
the multitude, but a deliberate body, limit- 
ed‘in their number that they might the 
better ‘deliberate, bound to maintain the 
rights, aud to consult the interests and the 


' wishes of the people, but bound to decide 


as their consciences should dictate for the 
good of the whole, after full and free dis- 
cussion. He trusted, therefore, that gentle- 
men would come to this subject with minds 


-impressed with its importance, and open 


to its calm and dispassioned investigation. 
He. was aware . of the disadvantages he 
must encounter in contending with the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Wilberforce); he could not for 


‘@ moment pretend to ascend the heights on 


which the confidence of that house, due to 
the hon. gent.’s talents and virtues, had en- 


trenched him; but if he would descend and 


fight this battle upon the level plain of fact 


and experience, he, (Mr. H.) should feel it 
his duty to assume the courage to‘ meet 
him, and to oppose at every step a Measure 
which he believed in his heart to be ground- 
ed on a delusive promise of good which 
it never would accomplish, and to be preg- 
nant with inevitable, immediate, and exten- 
sive mischief. 

Lord Howick agreed with the hon. gent. 
in the great importance of the present bill. 
It was indeed important in the highest de-. 
gree, not merely to the cause of hiamanity 
and justice, but it was also highly important 
to the real interests of fhe West India mer- 
chants themselves. It certainly would. never 
be argued in that house, that the West India 
Islands were not an important part of the 
British empire, and that their interests did 
not deserve the most serious consideration. 
When the bill should come seriously to be 
discussed, it would be considered not only 
on the ground of humanity, but also of 
sound policy, as it affected the West India 
Islands, and the general interests of the 
en:pire. He, therefore, wished as much as 
any man, that this important subject should 
be considered with calmness and due deli- 
beration. The hon. gent. had spoken of 
pains taken to raise a popular clamour 
against the Slave Trade: he, however, — 
knew of no such practices. He knew, in- 
deed, that there had been a most laudable 
and persevering attention on the part of the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Wilberforce) who originated 
the measure, but this attention was never 
employed to mislead any body, but merel 
to make the subject generally orerercreton 
He had never laboured to excite a pre- 
judice or'clamour, but merely to convince 
the understandings of all dispassionate per- 
sons. There certainly ought to be fair 
time allowed for the discussion, but when 
hes recollected how much time had been 
already given, and what notice the per- 
sons concerned had already had from 
‘the proceedings in the other house, he 
could not consent to postpone the second 
reading farther than to Tuesday next; the 
hon. gent. would then have ati opportuni 
of arguing the subject fully. perro 

General Gascoyne thought it could only 
be from the multiplicity. of business im 
which the noble lord (Howick) was engaged, 
that it had escaped. his notice, that every 
measure that invention or artifice could de- 
vise to create a, popular clamour was resort- 
ed to-on this occasion. The church, ‘the 
theatre, and the press, had laboured’ to 
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create a prejudice against the Slave Trade. 
it had. even been maintained: from the 
pulpit, that “England could. never expect 
‘to be victorious in war, while she persisted 
in such an abominable traffic.” Now this 
doctrine, which certainly ought never to 
have come from such a place, had been 
completely falistied, for England never was 
more victorious by land and by sea than in‘4 
the present reign, and in the present war; 
and some of those victories had been ob- 
tained by men who, in another place boldly 
< their opinion to be against this 

il. ‘Phe attempts to make a popular 
clamour against this trade were never so 
couspicious as during the late Election, 
wheu the public newspapers teemed with 
abuse ef this trade, and when promises. 
were xequired from the different candidates 
that they would oppose its continnance. 
There never had been any question agitated 
since that of parliamentary reform, in which 
so mueh industry had been exerted to 
raise a popular prejudice and clamour, 
and to make the trade an object of uni- 
versal detestation. 1p every manufac:uring 
town and borough in the kingdom, all those. 
asts had been tried. It was not his in- 
tention to speak at present upon the gene- 
yal subject, as he would consider it dis- 
sespectiul te the lords, if any bill which 
came down from their house id not at 
least be sead a first time; but as it was 
@ subject respecting which former parlia- 
ments had expressed great doubts, and as 
the bill went to abrogate all the colonial 
jaws of the country, he intreated that the 
_ heuse would give the measure the fullest 
and mest serivus consideration. 

Mr. W. Plumer begged leave to set 
rightthe hon. gent. whe had last spoken ; 
and to inform bim, that no one man, in the 
whele county he represented, ever asked 
him to pledge himself upon the subject of 
this bill. He could assure him, that if any 
man had asked him to pledge himself 
ppon that, or any subject, he would have 
refused to accept of his vote. He should, 

refore, vote quite free and uncontrouied 
for the of the trade. He did 

not know t the hon. gent. might have 
met with in -breroughs; but as to cabinet 
yeasures, ond eabinet ministers, he cared 
not for any measures. which were so de- 
nominated. The time was, wlrena member 
would have been called to order for having 
hinted at such things as cabinet measures 


General Gascoyne, in explanation, said’ 


he did not mean to express himself so gene: 


rally as what the hon. gent. had supposed 


he had done. He rather meant to say, that 
there was scarcely a city or borough, that 
had not imposed restrictions upon the repre: 
sentatives returned, 

Mr. T. W. Plummer thouglit it neces. 
sary, that a bill of such general interest 
should not be rapidly carried through its 
différent ‘stages, but that sufficient time 
should be given for the consideration of the 
measure. On which account, he concluded 
that the proper time to debate the question 
would be on the second reading of the bill, 
which he hoped would be fixed for a day 
sufficiently distant to admit of members 
being furnished with every information oy - 
this important subject. 

Lord Howick was almost persuaded 
that from the number of years which’ had 
elapsed since the first discussion of this 
bill, and from the frequent debates which 
had since taken place on this subject, as 
well as the decision of the last parliament, 
there would be no necessity to postpone 
its consideration to a more remote period 
than Tuesday next. 

Mr. G. Hibbert was of opinion this pe- 
riod would not be sufficient to admit a meet- 
ing of those merchants, who were, above all 
Tad concerned in the present measure; 
and therefore requested the noble tord 
would put off the second reading until this 
day fortnight. 

H. Petty hoped the humane mo- 
vers of this salutary and merciful measure, 
would persevere in bringing it, as soon as 
convenient, again before the house. It 
had already been submitted, for above a 
month or six weeks, to the public, during 
its discussion in the upper house, from 
which it had come with every recommen- 
dation. As that house undoubtedly con- 
tained many of the most enlightened and 
virtuous statesmen, this was a_considera- 
tion, which he hoped would have its due 
weight with gentlemen. He concluded 
with expressing a wish, that the second 
reading of the bill sliould not meet with 
any unnecessary delay. 

Captain Herbert thought with the hon, 

t. near him (Mr. Hibbert) that time 
should be given to consider the consequen- 
ces arising from the passing of the bill just 
now read. This bill, he was of opipios, 
effect the of yt Slave 

Prade, but rather woul ome the Tum 
ors British Colonies im the West Indies, 
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and consequently of our finances in that 
tt of the world. As to the argument re- 
sorted to by the noble lord who proposed 
the motion, he conceived it to-be very de- 

- fective, inasmuch as he was not, nor could 
he devise how he should be, bound. to 
‘conform to the decision of the last parlia- 


ment. 
Mr. H. Addington thought it necessary 


to defer the second’ reading to a more re- 
mote day. In which opinion he was sup- 
ported by Mr. Lethbridge. 

Mr. I. H. Browne said, that, though 
the uniform enemy of the Slave Trade, 
and that from a conviction of its injustice, 


_ inhumanity, as well as impolicy, yet, when 


an innovation was about to be made on the 
private properties of a considerable portion 


_ of this commercial country, he could not 


think the euggested delay of a fortnight 
unreasonable. He should, if the house 
divided on this point, certainly vote for the 
postponement, and therefore could not be 
content without expressing himself as he 
had done, lest he might be supposed an 
enemy to the abolition of this detestable 
traffic, 

_ Lord Temple objected to the day intend- 
ed for the second reading of the bill, and 
was ata loss to conjecture the reason of his 


_ noble friend's wishing thus to hurry the bill 
- through its stages. 


He conceived it would 
be prudent, in a case of this importance, to 
furnish the house with a printed account of 
the evidence in the other liouse. It should 
be remembered, that this bill was intro 
duced with the blanks filled up, ane in this 
respect, not similar to other bills, on their 

‘first reading, which originate in this house. 
Froni these circumstances, he was induced 
to hope the noble lord would concur with 
him in deferring the second reading for an- 
other week. 

Mr. Tierney thought there was abun- 


dance of time for a.meeting of the West} 


India Planters; and the same counsel, if it 
should be thought expedient to hear coun- 
sel on the subject, might be employed in 
this, as in the,other house. 

Mr. Babington thought a meeting of the 
West India Merchants could easily be call- 
be Syed the time appointed by the noble 
Mr. Hibbert then moved, as an amend- 
_ Ment, that the second reading be fixed for 

this day fortnight. 


that no pretence should be given for. cavil- 


i 


_ Lord Howick wishing above all things, | 
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ling, to the enemies of the bill, he would; 
if the hon. gent. withdrew his aniendment, 
fix the second reading for Friday week ; 
which being assented to, the motion for the 
second reading on Friday se’nnight, was put . 
and carried. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday February 11. 


[Finance Committex.] Mr. Bid- 
dulph moved that the name of Mr. Ellison 
be added to the list of persons appointed . 
yesterday asa select committee for the 
purpose of examining into the salaries and 
emoluments annexed to public offices. 

Mr. Bathurst declared that he could not 
avoid resisting a motion of this nature. 
The committee at present consisted of 22 
instead of 21, the more usual number of 
menibers; and, if the practice of adding 
names to a select committee were to be 
encouraged by the house acceding to the 
proposal of adding any name, however re- 
spectable, to a committee already so nume- 
rous, as this was, instead of select. they 
would have almost general committees, 
when they were voted to be select ones, as 
every other member would have an- equal 
right to propose the addition of whatever 
person he might think particularly quali- . 
fied to serve on the committee then spoken 
of. If one was to be proposed in the stead. 
of another, however disagreeable it might 
be to their feelings, gentlemen: must see 
that that would be a fair ground of discus- 
sion. 

Mr. Calvert supported the motion on the 
ground of the probability that some of the — 
members might be absent from their duty 
at the committee ; and adverted to .an in-. 
stance where he had seen only one honour- 
able member, (Mr. Bathurst) acting in a 
committee-room. 
Mr. Bathurst explained to the house 
that.he was at that time engaged in making - 
abstracts from the statements which were 
in the voluminous documents bofore the 
committee. It wouldgbe perfectly useless 
for i4 or 15 persons-to attempt to perform . 
sucha task. In this he could only suppose 
that he acted as an assitant to the clerk, 


and not that he personated the committee: 
Lord H. Petty reminded the heuse that 

the. committee of fimance,, whose. labours. 

‘| were esteemed:to be particularly advanta- 

geous to the public, and with whom the 

house was most particularly well satistied, - 
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consisted of only15 members, and yet, now 
that the plan was completely designed be- 
~ fore them, when the labour must necessarily 
have been considerably decreased, the house 
was to be told that 22 persons were not 
‘equal to thetask. The names had net been 
_ chosen by ballot; they were each announ- 
ced singly in an open manner to the house, 


and were thus the polled representatives of | 


the whole body of the house. He appeal- 
ed to the house itself, whether there was 

possibility of there being a committee 
impartially chosen; they were a selec- 
tion of the men most eminent for their ta- 
lent and: independence within those wails, 
and might be said to bave been culled from 
every class of men, except that-class. which 
most assuredly the hon. gent. could not 
think the best qualified for acting on a 
‘committee, suchas that of which they were 
then speaking ; the class of placeinen he 
meant. He trad not, for his own part, the 
smallest objection to the gentleman alluded 
4o being one of the committee ; but then 
his name should have ‘been mentioned be- 
fore a committee of 22 persons were actu- 
ally chosen by the house. 

Mr. Johnstone declared, that the noble 
Lord tad not satisfied his mind upon this 
thead. ‘The former committee, he agreed 

with the noble lord in saying, had dis- 
charged their duty in a manner biglily cre- 
ditable to themselves, and beneficial to the 
‘service of the public. He had no doubt also 
that the present committee were as eminent- 
ly qualified as the noble lard had described, 
to perform the task assigned to them with 
honour and ability. ‘But still he thought it 
was rather hard that, after his hon. friend 
had suggested the propriety of adopting a 
«meas re, though he unquestionably was not 
-so capable of supporting it as the noble 
dord was, and though the noble lord entire- 
ly concurred with him, and supported him 
“inthe main object of Ins motion, with only 
“some little variation of terms; he still thought 
rather hard that his hon. friend should 
‘not be allowed.to name one person for the 
“committee. There had been instances of 
‘names being added to select committees on 
former occasions. 
the, respectability of the names on the pre- 
“sentilist; infact he could not see that it was 
“possible to select 22 more independent, 
+more capable, or morehonourable men. 


4 -cedent;'he did not think that it | 
Asto precedent, no a| 4. Este, esq. W. Odell, eg. J. H. Street 


‘was necessary to be resorted to. in sucha 


case as the present; -bnt even on the score 
of precedent, he understood that it was 
contrary to the: established usage of the 
house to add any names after the complete 
appointinent of a finance committce.—The 


gallery was then cleared for a division, but 


the motion was withdrawn. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ Thursday February 12, 
[Lord DuNSTANVILLE's INDEMNITY 


Bitu.] The Lord Chancellor left the wool. - 


sack, to observe, that a noble lord (De Dun- 
stanville), having inadvertently assisted at 
part of the debate on the Slave Trade bill, 
without having previously qualified: himself 
by:taking the usual oaths and his seat,the 
noble lord had thereby incurred certain 
pains and penalties prescribed by an act of 
Charles H. Their lordships would natu. 
rally observe that the members.of that 
house, being hereditary members.of the 
legislature, might readily be supposed to 
overlook or forget the ceremonies of taking 
the oaths every new parliament. Such was 
the inatlvertency the noble lord had lapsed 
into, the same as had been incurred bya 
noble marquis (Lawnsdowne) some years 
ago. in that case his majesty’s will and 
pleasure was consulted, and instructions 
given to bring in a bill to indemnify that 


noble lord, as quickly as the bill could be . 


gone through. What he had to perform 
on the present occasion would be squared 
upon that precedent; and he now held a 
bill in 4:is hand similar to that proposed in 
the case of the noble marquis, which he 
trusted the house would allow to pass 
through its different stages as rapidly as 
possible. He should now.propose.that it 
be redd a first time. ; 

‘Lord Walsingham hinted that the stand- 
ing orders of the house did not allow ‘the 
bill to go through more than one stage in 
a day—After a few words from the lord 
chancellor, the bill was read a first time: . 


House oF, Commons, 
Thursday February 12. - 
{MinutEs.] The following members 
were appointed a committee to try the me- 
rits of the petition complaining of an undue 


election for the borough of Chippenham :. 
N. Calvert. esq. W. ‘Fitzhugh, William 


Fawkes, esq. hon. A. Cooper, lord Mahon, 
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eq-hon. T. Brand, Milnes, esq. N. Barnes. 
esq. W. Mills, esq. H. M. Ogle, esq.— 
Nominees: lord vis. Marsham. sir ‘Thomas 
Turton—Mr. Hobhouse brought in the 
Greenwich royal naval asylum bill, which 
was read a firettime.—Mr. Addington mo- 
ved for copies of all the correspondence 
between the governors of the West India 
colonies and others, since the year 1799, 
telative to the importation of slaves, which 
were ordered according!y.—Lord Howick 
moved that the house be called over ‘on 
Tuesday next, which was agreed to.~-Lord 
Temple brought in the Sierra Leone trans- 
fer bill, which was read a first time. 

{New oF Frnance.—Lorp 
CASTLEREAGH’S FINANCIAL 
tions.) Lord Castlereagh said, that in the 
whole course of his parliamentary experi- 
ence; he had never felt niore dithculty in 

rising to address the house than he felt on 
the present occasion. He had to review 
the new and extended Plan of Finance pro- 
pesed by the noble lord opposite (lord 
Henry Petty), and to compare it in all its 
parts, and all its bearings, with the present 
system. When he considered with what 
deliberation the noble lord must have pre- 
re his plan, and what able assistance he 
’ had to complete it, it was so disagreeable a 
thing for an individual like himself to state 

_ any thing iv opposition to it, that nothing 
but an imperious sense of duty could war- 
rant_or induce him to offer himself to the 
house with that view. But the difference 
between his opinions and those maintained 
by the noble lord was so great, that there 
must be some material errors on one side 

, or the other. Considering the advantages 
the noble lord had with respect to the 

_ means of viewing the subject, the errors 
were probably on his own side: but such 
was the conviction in his own mid of the 
truth of his own views of the subject, that 
he felt it a paramount duty to give the house 
an opportunity of comparing his opinions 
calculations with those of the noble 

lord. He by no means wished to depreci- 
ate the noble lord’s plan on any general 
grounds. The facts and the reasons upon 
which his opinions were formed he would 
state specifically to the house; and as he 
had felt it impossible-to: follow the noble 
lord opposite in the statement he had made 
on a former night, in a manner so credit- 
able to him, from its clearness, it was his 
wish to follow the example of the. noble 
lord and to leave his opinions open to the 
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examination of those who possessed the 
best means of correcting any errors. they 
might coutain, and to give an opportunity 
to them to come to parliament on the fur- 
ther consideration of this great subject, 
with the most correct views, foruied upon 
ihe most deliberate and extensive exami. 
nation. He boped that, from these con- 
siderations, the house would grant him its - 
indulgent construction, to aid him in the 
task he had to perform in calling upon pcr- 
liament to weigh the grounds upon which 
he was led te doubt of the solidity of the 
system proposed by the noble lord. He 
was anxious that the difference between 
him ‘and the nobie lord should not be ta- 
ken to be greater than it was. ‘There were 
many views and many general principles in 
the noble lord’s statement, which he was 
not disposed to question: no principle was 
more clear than the propriety of consider- 
ingat whattime, consisteutly with equity to- 
wards the Stockholder, the produce of the 
sinking fund in a certain proportion, might. 
be diverted from its original destination, . 
and applied to the current service. If the — 
Sinking Fund were allowed to proceed in 
its operation to the extinction of the whole 
public debt, a new order cf things would 
be created, and the relative value of eve 
thing as it stood now’ would be destroyed. 
He therefore agreed with the noble lord, — 
that at some time parliament would be 
called upon to consider what ought to be 
the maximum of the Sinking Fund to be 
applied to the extinction of the debt, 
He was ready also to allow that the time 
might come when the principle of rais- 
ing the expences of war within the year 
might become oppressive, and proper to: 
be got rid of. He was therefore pre- 
pared to say, that a maximum might be 
put to the Sinking Fund in time of peace, 
and that even in time of war it might be 
proper at some period to limit it, and to 
apply the surplus to prevent war taxes, 
from being pushed to the extreme. It was 
difficult to say at what point all the bear- 
ings of this question might be made te 
meet, That was too nice a question for. 
him to discuss here. But the noble lord. 2 
having built his system upon calculations 
involving that principle, it became the du- 
ty of every man to examine the point, and 
to state his motive for differing with the 
‘noble lord, or for supporting him. He 
was actuated, not by a wish to differ from 
x noble lord, but. by a fear, that the sux 
3A2 
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perstructure which the noble lord’s. plan 
‘went to rear, was not built upon any solid 
foundation. Any one who looked to such 
an extended system of warfare as the pre- 
sent, must be convinced, that it would be 
- unwise not to prepare ourselves to follow 
toan indefinite length. He was not dis- 
pleased that the noble lord had thought it 
. right to go the length of calculation, upon 
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which he-had left wholly out of his calcu 


lation ; and therefore, .on this,ground, he 
was sorry, without entering into the pros. 
pect of 20 years, that the noble lord had 
calculated for the present circumstances 
only. There were at the presenttime very 
strong motives for calculating on 2 different 
plan. He thought it too much to calculate, 
that we could hold out for a war of 20 


‘a probable duration of 20 years. But it| years duration on an expenditure of 32 


was too much to incorporate the calcula- 


millions, . without any increase. But he 


tion of the expences of such a length of | was more inclined to close with the noble 


time into arrangements to be adopted at 

resent. . It was impossible that parliament 
could now provide for occasions so distant, 
and events so uncertain, without involving 
itself in infinite contradictions and embar- 
rassments. He thereforeowned, he wished 


lord's data, and to come to issue upon his 
principles, leaving the particulars to be dis: 
cussed in the committee, where some friends 
of his, better acquainted with the details of 
these subjects than he was, would make 
some observations upon them. He thought 


the arrangements for the present year had | he had the means of proving, that the noble 


been built on an extensive view wihout 


calling upon parliament to adopt arrange- 


ments of the same extent, which it was im- 
possible it could do with information or 
judgment. He admitted that unless data 
were assumed, it was impossible to reason, 
or to arrive at any determination. But 
what he feared was, that by the assumption 
of fallacious data, far from being enabled 
‘to proceed consistently, through a series 
of 20 years, we should be led into conti- 
nual errors. The uble lord, in looking 
_ to so small an expenditure as 32,000,0001. 
hoped not only to be able to cover that 
expenditure, but to provide for its inci- 
dental excesses. But the expenditure of 
32,000,0001L. was an expenditure cut down 
from 41,000,0001. and in putting it for- 
ward as the probable amount of our war 
expenditure, the noble lord should take 
eare not to mislead the country as to the 
. amount of the burthens it would have to 
_ bear. . He was sure the noble lord must 
have derived from the source with which 
he was so honourably connected, principles. 
which would be very far from disposing 


him from rendering his countrymen 


«* Penitus toto divisos orbe Britannos.” He 
was sure the noble lord would be sorry to 
think that we should be prevented from co- 
operating, even by money, to the exertions 
which might still be made for the deliver- 
ance of the world from the common enemy. 
If the noble lord had looked to the average 
expence of the. last war under this head ; 
if he had looked to the average expences of 
the last four years in particular, he would 
have fond that there was an anuual con- 
tingent charge of 3,700,000I. for expences, 


lord’s plan, if acted upon and carried fully 
into execution, would be the means of in- 
volving the country in great embarrassments, 
if not in compleat ruin, and what-was stilt 
worse, in unnecessary and gratuitous ruin, 
He was sensible of the dithiculty of the task 
he had undertaken, But he trusted that 
the arguments with which he would endea- 
vour to establish his opinions, would be re- 
ceived with indulgence and liberality, from 
the consideration that the points to. which 
they referred deserved the fullest attention: 
In examining the system of the noble lord, 


rate two. questions, and that those who 
heard him would keep them distinct. First, 
Whether it was wise that any measures 


Sinking Fund? and, secondly, If it was 


adopted, whether it was consistent that they 
should be adopted with a view to their ta- 
king place 20 years hence? With respect 
to the appropriation at the present time, 
he would not question the fact: that the 


plus applicable as the noble lord stated; 
‘The noble lord must allow, that the sum of 
1,200,0001, to the charge of which, divest- 
ed from the War Taxes, this sarplus would 
be then applicable, was in itself a fund on 
which parliament might raise‘and might 
chargeloans, and onwhich any system of fi- 
nancemight be built, either the present actual 

stem, or that proposed by the noble lord. 
The written explanation of the noble lord’s 
plan stated, that, conformably to the mode: 
in which the noble lord wished to raise the’ 
loans, the Property Tax of 11,500,000l: 


he hoped he should he permitted to sepa-. 


should now be adopted with respect to the © 


consistent that such measures should now be , 


Sinking Fund would afford in 1826, a sur- > 
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was as liable to those loans as any other 

of the War Taxes, but that was a fal- 
oa In charging War Loans, amounting 
. toa capital of 210 million, the noble lord 
had assumed that the War Taxes were ap- 
plicable to the discharge of it. But parlia- 
‘ment was pledged to the country to repeal 
- the War Taxes in the event of peace. 
Thus, the pledge of parliament was to be 
violated in order to cover with all these 
- absorptions of the War Taxes, a principle 
which must involve in ruin any individual 


er any country that had recourse to it, bor-. 


sowing the interest of loans, constitu- 
ting that interest so borrowed irito a perma- 
nent funded debt. He would ask the no- 
ble lord if he had considered the conse- 
quences of borrowing any given sum in that 
way, and compared them with the conse- 

ences of borrowing the same sum under 
_ the usual system. _ One of the resolutions 
he should have to submit would be found- 
ed on the principle of this comparison. If 
- the abstract principle of the system bad a 
disadvantage in this respect, the mischievous 
- influence of the principle would extend to 
every part of the superstructure he had 
raised upon it. It was'a grateful and a 


proud question for the house, if it could go 
into. the consideration of the propriety of 


_ releasing the country from any part of its 
_ present burthens. But he wislied the noble 
lord in that view also to consider his own 
system comparatively with that which he 
now proposed to substitute. The noble 
lord proposed to raise 12 millions by Loan, 
on an appropriation of ten per cent. and 
1,200,0001. at 6 per cent. He wished to 
compare the effect of this with the effect of 
an operation of the same amount under the 
old system. ‘The -ultimate result would 
be, under the new system, a charge of 
60,144,0001. before the period of extine- 
tion, while under the old system, the charge 
would be only 30,960,000]. Thus there 
would be a loss to the public of 29,184,0001. 
This manner of comparative consideration 
would prove the difference of the advantages 
_ with which the wag could be carried on, on the 
old plan or on the new; and those points 
of comparison which he was about to sub- 
mit were the only points he could discover. 
The complicated and extended scale of the 
_ hoble lord could not be well comprehended 
without looking at its ultimate results. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to consider, 
first, the relative amount of the capital bor- 
rowed according to the new system and the 


J 


old; 2dly, the relative ammount of the public 
debt, and the effect of the operations of 
the old and the new plan upon it;. 3dly, the 
relative qualities of both systems with re- 
spect to the charges they would create in'@ 
period of 20 years; 4thly, the relative faci- 
lity with which they would admit of mitiga- 
tions of the present burthens; and 5thly, 
what relative state they would leave the 
finances in at the conclusion of their ope- 
rations. By a comparison of the quantity 
of capital to be borrowed, the noble lord 
would feel how he would be best enabled 
to provide for a war expenditure of - 
32,000,000 1. and if it-could be shewn that 
by any means a loanof 11,000,000]. could 
be raised, without materially adding to our 
present burthens, which loan, in addition to 
21,000,0001. of war taxes, would make 
the ‘desired sum of 32,000,000]. the ad- 
vantages of such a plan would be obvious, 
He would compare the amount of capital 
borrowed, at this rate, of eleven miilions 
annually, with the amount of capital, at the 
same time under the noble lord’s plan. At. 
the rate of 11,000,000). annually, ‘only. 
210,000,0001. would be borrowed on the 
whole period of, 20 years, without any of 
the embarrassing machinery of the noble 
lord’s plan. According to the noble lord's 
plan, there would be raised in the same 
period by war-loans 210,000,0001.; and | 
in Supplementary Loans, 204,200,0001. 
making a’total of 416,200,0001. There 
was thus an excess of capital, by the ope- 
ration of the new plan, of no less amount 
than 190,200,000). exclusive of $2,000,000 
borrowed on the war taxes, and redeemed 
within the period. Certainly it was not a 
matter of indefinite importance and policy, 
whether such an immense sum should be 
raised beyond. what would be necessary 
under accustomed and more simple ar- 
rangements, while the whole of the war- 
taxes would be absorbed at the end of 14 
years, and the whole 32 millions would be 
to be raised without any aid from them. 
There was little room to doubt that a ne- — 
@ssity for going into the market for a loan 
of such vast amount would in a few- years 
have as great an effect in destroying credit 
arid capital as that anticipated by the noble 
lord from the unlimited operations of the 


Sinking Fund, and the extinction of the 


whole public debt. Thus the new plan was 
injurious, not only in respect to the great 
accumulation of capital borrowed, but also 
in respect to the vast change it was calcu 
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lated to make in the market. Another point 
of comparison was the state of both plans 
atthe end of 20 years; and also the com- 
parative state of the Sinking Fund; for he 
was ready to allow that an increase of debt 
might be compensated by an amelioration 
in the Sinking Fund, and therefore ine 
_ comparison of the debt alone would. not 

suffice. If 11 millions were to be borrowed 
every vear for 20 years, the amount of the 
Public Debt at that time, according to the 
calculations in the noble lord’s tables, 
would be in money value, 270,443,3051. 
The present amount in money value, was 
 $63,793,7222. Thus there would be a 
decrease of debt according to the old 
system, to so considerable an amount as 
93,350,4171. According to the new sys- 
tem of the noble lord, the money value of 
the debt would be in the present year 
364,993,7221. The amount in 1826, would 
be 455,537,9321. This would be an in- 
crease of debt in money value of 90,544,21 01 
which, added to 93,350,417 0. the diminu- 
tion that might be effected by adhering to 
the old system, would make a total disad- 
vantage of 183,894,667 1. in amount of debt 
in. money value, together with 196,000,000). 
increase of capital borrowed from the adop- 
tion of the new plan—He would now pro- 
ceed to compare the effect of the two plaas 
with respect to the Sinking Fund. Accor- 
ding to the old system, the present amount 
of the Fund was 8,515,042/. In 1826 it 


would be, following still the calculations in | 


the noble lord’s tables, 27,115,8811. being 
an increase in 20 years of 18,610,8391. 
According to the plan of the noble -jord 
' the amount of the Sinking Fund in the 
present would be 8,935,942. In 
1826 it would be 26,901,360. affording 
an increase of 17,966,318/. in 20 years; 
bat falling short of the improvemest by 
the old system in 644,4211, According to 
the new plan there would be but a sinking 
fund of 26,901,3608. on an increased debi 
of 455,537,9321. while the present system 
would, if followed, give a smking fund of 
27,115,881. on the reduced debt of 
270,443,3051. The proportion of the sink- 
ing fund to the debt, under the present 
,would be in 1826, above 1-10th; ac- 
cording to the noble lord’s plan, it would 
be but 1-17th. According to the present 
system, the interest on the Sinking Fund 
would go on accumulating at compound 
interest till the-debt would be extinguished. 


According to the new Plan, having reached | 
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| its maximum of 28,155,3582 in the year 
1820, would have descended to 20,90 1,360); 
in the year 1825, and would continue to 
| decline so long as the excesses would be 
applied to pay the. interest of Supple. 
mentary Loans. He wished the noble tord 
. to eontinue the calculations of four of hig 
own tables, from years beyond the yeay 
1826. Nothing further would be requisite 
to prove to him. the fallacy of his plan. 
The next point of comparison was, the 
charge of borrowing 11,000,000/.—The 
charge for Interest and Sinking Fund for 
this loan would be, according to the pres 
sent syste, 733,333. The amount of 
charges for these Loans for 20. years, or 
220,000,0U01. would be 14,666,660/. Ac 
cording to the new Plan, the charge for Sup. 
plementary Loans, amounting in 20 years 
to 204,000,000/. would be 14,266,388%, 
And the loss by War Taxes mortgaged for 
14 years, till liberated, in successive por. 
tions, according to the series in which th 

had been appropriated, 21,0007. The 
charges of the Supplementary Loans, only 
under the new plan, would amount to 
within 370,2722. ef the whole charges un 
der the present system ; with the addition: 
al loss of the whole of the war taxes mort 
gaged away for war loans, for 14 years; 


not be at a loss to decide to which of the 
two systems the preference-was due.—The 
next ‘point of comparison was the relative 
means of relieving the country from taxes, 
and he admitted that if this could be done 
without injury to those who had advanced 
their praperty for the service of their coun: 
try, the people who had so manfully borne 
up against the difficulties and dangers of 


that relief, and it was highly desirable to 
the legislature to be able to afford it. 
With reference to this object, he would 
compare the state of the Sinking Fund ue: 
cording to the effect of its own inherent 
principles under the present system, aud ac- 
cording to the application of the noble lord’s 
plan to it. Could the period - be. fixed; 
at which we might look to an applicable 
success fund above what 
onght to be applied to its special purpose; 
and if that period could be ascertained to 
be at the end of ten years, the 11,122,809h 
which it was propesed to take from it at 
that time, for the charge of supplementary 

‘mi ij to 


under these circumstances the house would _ 


the present time, were justly entitled to: 
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according to the present system, or applied 
to of the’ public burthens, 
in. any other manner. So mi the 
33,0922. -0f annuities likely to fall in in the 
years. So might the new taxes of 
999,0002. aunually on an average, or 
9,051,0001, on the whole proposed to be 
raised by the noble lord’s plan, between 
the third and the tenth year of his series. 
These sums altogether making 13,856,8617. 
were equally applicable to the present sys- 
tem, or to any oiler, as they were to that 
of the noble lord. As applied to the 
charges of the Supplementary. Loans, 
iting to 14,296,388/. this amount of 
Ways and Means of 13,856,000/. left a 
deficiency of 440,3881. As applied to the 
charges of annual loans of 11,000,0001. 
for 20 years under the present system, be- 
ing 14,656,6601. it left a deficiency of 
$09,7992. Deducting from this deficiency 
of 809,799/. the deficiency, under the new 


“plan in the application of the same Ways 


and “Means to the Supplementary Loans 
only, there would remain a difference of 
only 369,4112.; and that was the whole 
consideration for which our taxes were 
mortgaged and alienated. It was.an insnit 
to the country, which had so manfully 
borne up against the difficulties of the time, 
and.had burthened itself with war taxes in 
order to prevent any accumulation of debt 
in war time; it was a reproach to it to im- 
agine for a moment, that, however desirous 
it may be to be relieved frem the rigour of 
its present hardships, it would seek such a 
pitiful relief at the expence of so great an 
ultimate sacrifice; it was an insult to su 

pose, that the country would rather suffer 
their war taxes to be cosumed by war 
Joans, rather than prevent that evil, rather 


_ than charge itself with additional taxes, to 


the amount of 369,411/. which with the 
Ways and Means appropriated by the no- 
ble lord’s plan to the Supplementary Loans 
merely, would enable the country to sus- 
tain a War Expenditure of 32 millions. It 
had never been considered as part of the 
duty of those who.sat on that side of the 
house, to propose Financial Plans, and 
those who ventured .to propose such plans 
wandered from. their proper line; but 
when he came forward to dispute the S 
tem of Finanee proposed by the noble lord, 
he thought he could do no less than point 
out another plan, which would enable the 
noble lord to meet the difficulties of the 


without any of the embarrassments 


and intanglements into which his.own plan | 
led him.’ It would upon more mature 
consideration appear to the noble lord a 
strange option to have prefered borrowing 
upon a double system, rather than to pur- 
sue the simple one that had been bitlesto 
used. It would be satisfactory, he hoped, 
to the noble iord to find, the country might 
be relieved without embarrassing the war 
taxes, and that the 13,800,001. which he 
propesed to appropriate to the Supple-- 
mentary Loans to that object. This Sup- 
plementary Loan began at so low an a- 
mount as 200,0001. It seemed to be in- 
tended as a sort of small charge for the 
War Taxes; but when it would have 
reached its 14th year, this little gentleman 
would have out grown.its parent, and would 
have amounted to 20,000,000l. The 
whole amount of the average want at the 
end of ten years, would be but 7,733,000/. 
There were to meet this Ways and Means 
to the amount of 3,200, - Thus there 
would be to be provided only a Loan of 
4,500,0002. It would be madness, after 
the facility of provision he had shewn, to 
go to the Jews to borrow, and to find the 
interest of the Loans.. In 1816, the Sink- 
ing Fund would not only be capable of 
furnishing the aid now looked for from it, 
but also a large sum in addition, Ad- 
ding, therefore the average annual want of 
400,0001, to the loan of the year, and 
carrying the interest and Sinking Fund of 
it, amounting to. 33,0001. to be advanced 
out of the Consolidated Fund to be re- 
placed by the Sinking Fund as soon as it 
should afford surplus applicable to this 
purpose, the whole difficulty would be met. 
Thus instead of 204,000,000/. ef Supple- 
mentary loan, only 4,500,000/. would be 
added to the gross amount of -the perma- 
nent debt, and only an amount ef 33,0001. 
interest and Sinking Fund, to the permanent 
charge. The whole of the complicated 
machinery of the noble lerd’s plan, raised 
story after story, and crowned with cum- 
brous scaffolding, which threatened to fail. 
and crush the country with its ruins, would 
thus be dispensed with. There was an- 
other principle, which might, as it -ap- 
peared to him, be applied to the object of 


ys-| the noble lord, uamely, that when the 


amount of the Sinking Fuud should exceed 
the interest of the unredeemed debt, ino 
provision should be made by new taxes for 
the interest of the loan, but that it ‘should 
be provided ior out -of the interest of the 
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debt ‘redeemed in that year. This ar- 
rangement would not interfere ‘with the 
‘commissioners for the Redemption of the 
Debt, because they would still have a large 
sum to bring into the market, which would 
keep up the price of stocks. It was one 
thing to divert the fund in the hands of the 
commissioners to this purpose, and another 
to apply the interest of the sums redeemed 
in the year to the same end. The effect 
of such a system would be, that the debt 
would remain stationary.during a war, but 
that the Sinking Fund would again be pro- 
ressive towards the final redemption of 
the debt on the conclusion of peace, whilst 
the system of the noble lord would pro- 
duce a declining Sinking Fund after it had 
arrived at its maximum. By the tables of 
the noble lord it appeared that the Sinking 
Fund was’ in the present year 8,515,042/. 
aud that it would be in the year 18/1, 
11,140,2742. or 140,0002. more than the 
Joan of that year. If this principle, there- 
fore, of which he was not the parent, though 
he felt it his duty to mention it as one 
mode of proceeding, were to be acted up- 
on, and the government would goon for 
four years, it would exhibit the country to 
the'enenty in that proud situation in which 
it might carry on the war for any number 
of years without increasing its debt, and 
at the end of such war might revert 
21 millions of War Taxes to the country, 
which would be available to any future 
war. According to the tables of the no- 
ble lord it appeared, that taking credit 
for the annuities that would fall in of 
496,0061. and including the taxes proposed 
‘by the noble lord, amounting to 2,051,000. 
_ there would be wanted but the sum of 
496,8101. to provide for the loans of 18 
millions in each of these four years, and as 
the noble lord had stated, that it was not 
from any inability to discover new sources 
of taxation, that he brought forward _ his 
__ system, there could be no difficulty in mak- 
.ing a provision to that. amount. These 
two plans were not of his production ; but 
_ as that of the noble Jord seemed to him to 
be fraught with ruin to the country, he had 
thought it. his duty to point-out how he 
could escape from the difficulties of his 
‘system in pledging the war taxes. The no- 
ble lord’s tables stated, that the excesses 


of the Sinking Fund at the close of the war, 
which would amount to 9,900,000/. might 
‘be applied. to setting free so much of the 


‘wartaxes, This he admitted ; 
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fect of such an arrangement. would ‘be to. 
consolidate the remainder of the war tax¢, 
with the general Debt, and to incorporate 
the Sinking Fund upon it with the old Sink. 
ing Fund. ‘There would be then no fund” 
by which they should be enabled to equal. 


ize the Peace Establishment with the Ex. 
penditure. The Surplus of the Consolida. 


téd Fund would be 3,500,000/. the Land 
and Malt Tax, 2,750,000/. and the Lot 
tery 450,000/. so that taking the Peace 
Expenditure at fifteen millions, at the low. - 
est, or at twenty millions, the sum to be pro- 
vided would in the first case be 8,300,000, 
and iu the latter 13,300,000/. system 
of raising money by double Loans, resem. 
bled the usurious terms upon which a dis. 
tressed man raised money to defray the 
interest of sums borrowed antecedently, . 
When the noble lord erected his superstruc- 
ture of two stories on such a basis, he 
might as well have reared his castle to as 
many more, like the Indian Pagoda, and 
by borrowing the interest of the interest of 
his Supplemental Loans have carried his 
principle to its ultimate point. It was cer- 
tainly a most satisfactory consideration, that 
the noble lord and those who acted. with 
him, now admitted that war might be main- 
tained for twenty years, without adding 
greatly to the existing burthens of the coun 
try. What he had already stated, would 
save him the necessity of examining the 
fifth head of comparison, upon which he 
had proposed to state his sentiments, name- 
ly, the comparative state in which the coun- 
try would be placed by the noble lord’s and 
the present system. He had made out a 
good case, that the y mag by single Loan, 
with the ordinary Sinking Fund of one per 
cent. on the capital borrowed, would an- 
swer every object proposed by the noble , 
lord in the course of 20 years, and that 
the system of double loans was in the last 
degree usurious. The noble- lord had 
dwelt much onthe necessity of preservin 
faith with the Stockholder, and he agreed 
with hin that, though the Stockholder had 
no right that considerations for him should 
fetter the decisions of parliament, he yet 
had a considerable claim on the attention 
of that house. But the plan of the noble 
lord was unsecured both with respect to 
the Stockholder and the public, because, 
by his own statement, there would be a 
defalcation in his Sinking Fund in the last 
ten years. relief would be given to 
the Stockholder in the first ten years, 1 
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* the noble lord, he was still anxious to sub- 


ther than in the last, as, after the year 
1820, his Sinking Fund would be declin- 

; and in the year 1826, the amount of 
the debt would exceed the aggregate of his 
Sinking Fund. by 6 millions. ‘fhe Stock- 
holder would prefer a Sinking Fund of 11 
inillions, and a loan of 12 millions, toa 
Sinking Fund of 26 millions, and a loan 
of 32 millions, which would create a capi- 
tal of from 50 to 60 uiillions. However 
the noble lord might mask his principles 
under the machinery of this bill, the ma- 
jog was calculated to take the money 
out of the pockets of the country, and to 
dilapidate its resources—He had thought 
it his duty to submit his views on this .sub- 
ject to the house, not with any intention of 
derogating from the merit of the noble 
lord’s plan, for he felt a sincere respect for 
that noble lord, and he felt the reverse of 
any wish to detract from the value of his 
proposition. But though he had explained 
at some length his objections to the plan of 


init them in a more precise form to the 
house, in the shape of Resolutions. He had 
as high an opinion of the resources of the 
country as the noble lord ; and he was 
happy to receive from the noble lord on a 
former night, his liberal testimony, not 
only to the extent of the resources of the 
country, but to the transcendent merits of 
the great statesman who had laid the foun- 
dation of the system which had been so 
strongly fortified by the vigorous financial 
measures adopted by the noble lord last 
session, as well as by the eflicient opera:ion 
of the measures instituted by a noble mem- 
ber of another house (lord Sidmouth) at 
the conclusion of the late war, and at the 
commencement of the present. With this 
sysiem the brightest hopes, and best future 
prospects of the country were intimately 
connected. He had said fn a former ses- 
sion, that, as far as a powerful navy, a pow- 
erful army, though not so powerful as un- 
der better and wiser regulations it might 
have been ; and as far as legitimate, stea- 
dy, and utibounded resources were con- 
cerned, no couutry had ever been handed 
over by any ministers to their successors in 
@ more triumphant situation than this coun- 
try at the late.change. Whatever might 
be the want of authenticity in the state- 
ment, as coming from him, be had met 


considerable personal Dut 
to express his gratitude to the no- 
y 


ring @ut all bis statements, 
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which were rather below than over thetruth. 
If he had then stated what the noble lord 
did now, that the war might be carried on 
by the system of double loans without any 
great increase of the public burthens, he — 
might have been open to animadversion, 
but certainly his nerves were not equal to 
that statement. He had then only to sub- 
init bis Resolutions to the house, which he 
hoped they would receive with the same 
indulgence with which they had heard him. 
He offered them rather as his objections to 
the system of the noble lord, than as 
principles upon which he should be disposed 
to found any system. If they were incorrect, 
the noble lord would be able to expose the — 
fallacy of them.—The noble lord then con- 
cluded with moving his first Resolution, 
proposing that the debate should be ad- 


Jjourned to Monday next.—The following 


is a copy of the = Resolutions. 
o. I. 

That itis proposed by the New Plan of 
Finance, that the annual excesses of the pre- 
sent Sinking Fund, above the interest of 
the debt charged upon it in every ee 
year, should be declared to be at the dispo- 
sal of parliament, and applicable to the pub- 
lic service. And it appears that the aegre- 
gate produce of the said excesses, between 
the years 1816 and 1826, will amount in the 
whole to 11,121,938/. That annuities to 
the amount of 685,515/. will fall in between 
the years 1807 and 1826. That it is propo- 
sed by the New Plan of Finance to charges 
on the aggregate produce of the said excesses 
of the Sinking Fund, and upon the said an- 
nuities the interest and Sinking Fund of 
201,200,000/. Supplementary Loans, and to 
impose in aid of the said aggregate produce, - 
between th years 1810 and 1816, new 
Taxes to the amount of 2,051,000/.. That ia 
addition to the Supplementary Loans so tu 
be provided for, it is proposed by the New 
Plan to raise War Loans to the amount of 
21,000,000/. on the credit of the War 
Taxes, amounting to 21,000,000/, That the 
‘War and Supplementary Loans of each year 
added to so much of the War Taxes as may 
remain unmortgaged, will produce in each 
year respectively thesum of thirty two mil- 
lions. That in order tovraise the said Sum of — 
$2 Millions in each year, without mortgag- 
ing the War Taxes; there would be requit 
ed, in addition to the 21 Millions of War~ 
Taxes, an annual Loan of 11 Millions only= 
That without any mortgage upon the War 
Taxes, an anfiual Lean of 11 millions might 


VIII. 


be — for, for nearly 19 years, by the 
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application of the same funds,’ viz. the 
annuities, amounting to 685,515/. the ex- 
cesses of the Sinking Fund, amounting to 
11,140,274/. and the New Taxes intended 
to be imposed by the New Plan, amounting 
to 2,051,000/. on which the Supplementary 
Loans are to be charged. 
No. II. 

_ That the proposed System of Finance 

proceeds gradually to mortgage for 14 years 


the whole of the War Taxes forthe Tnterest | 


of Loans.in War. That these Taxes are 


not generally of a nature which can with | 


propriety be so pledged, as several of them 
such.as the Tax on Exports, the Duties on 
Tea and_on Spirits must probably either be 
modified or reduced on a peace, whilst it is 
pt by the said Plan that the wae 
ax, amounting to 11,500,000/. should in 
that event be entirely remitted ; in which 
case, (exclusively of any mortgage at the 
time affecting the residue of the War Taxes) 
the portion of them which might be continu- 
ed without material prejudice to the Public 
Revenue beyond the war, must be wholly 
insufficient to equalize the Revenue with the 
Peace Expenditure. \ 
Suppose a Peace Establishment at 
15,000,0001. 
If the War Taxes were mortgagod,. then 
there would remain— 
‘Land and 
Surplus of Consold. Fund. ..3,500,060 
450,000 
—— 6,700,000 
“Antwual Deficiency to be provided for by new 
Loans 
Taxes... 
Supposing the Peace Establishment to 
BUVOUNE (02 20,000,000 
The Deficiency to be provided for in’ 
like manner would be....4.-+ 15,300,000 
No. III. 
“That the new plan will i Loans to 
a greater amount to be raised in each year 
than would be,required if the usual system 
of borrowing were persevered in, 
By the present system, in order to 
cover a War Expenditure of....... 32,900, 000 
There would be wanted in each year * 
in aid of the 21_Millions War Taxes, a 
‘Loan’ Of. 11,000,000 
in 20 years 220 000,000 
NEW PLAN. . 
Amioaiwot the War Loans for 20 years 210,000,000 
_ Ditto of Supplementary L Loans for ditto 204,200,000 


Total ‘416,200, 000 

Total Excess by the New Plan, exclu- 

sive of 82,000,000/. burrowed on 

War Taxes, and 
the 

The Avérage Capitals to be Shiny 
faiséd “by the New Plan are— 

. Annual amount of new a 


500,000 


~ 
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(740, 

War 10,500,000 
Supplementary ditto...,. 10, 
Annual Amount of Loans bythe 8 

Average Annual Excess of Loans by s 

new Plan...... 9, 700,000. 

“No. IV. 

“ That the comparative Increase of the 
Public Debt which will be produced by the 
two Plans,and the effect this will have 
on the proportionate amount of the Sinking 
Fund, by their operation in 28 years, is as 
follows 

EFFECT OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 
The Amount of the Money Capital of 

the Public Debt is, in the year 180'7.363,793,722, 
The Amount of ditto will be in the 

‘year 1626, supposing Eleven Milli- . 

ons taised i in each 
Decrease of Debt in 20 years, raising 

Eleven Millions in cach year...,...93,350,417, 
EFFECT OF THE NEW PLAN. 
Amount of the Money Capital of the f 
Public Debt under the New Plan is, 
ener 364,993,729. 
The amount of ditto will be in 1826. 455,537,932 
Increase by New Plan in twenty years 90,544,210 
Decrease of Debt by the present Sys- 
Increase of ditto by the New Plan... 90, 544, 210 


Total Increase of Debt by New Sys- 
EFFECT OF PRESENT PLAN ON THE 
SINKING FUND. 
Amount of Sinking Fund under the 
present System on the Public Debtis | . 
Amount of Ditto will be in 1$26,... 27,115,881 
Increase of Sinking Fund .in twenty 


EFFECT OF NEW PL AN on tHe SINK- 
f ING FUND, 
of Sinking Fund under the 
New System is stated to be, in 1807. 8,935,048 
Amount of ditto under New System 
will be, 10 1826.0 00 26,901,360 


Increase i in twentylyears. 11, 966,318 
D.fference in favour of present Sys- 


So that the New Plan gives only..... 96, 901,360 

Sinking Fund on.a Debt of 455,557, 932 
whilst the present System would give the larger 
Sinking Fund of 27, 115,881. on-the smaller Debt 
of 270,443,305. 

The proportion. of the Sinking Fund. to the 
whole Debt will be under the present plan. ia 
1826 above one-tenth. 

The proportion of the Sinking Find to the 
whole Debt under the New Plan will be in 1826 
about one-seventeenth. 

The Sinking Fund under the present plan 
above stated, at 27,1 15,8811. continues to increase 
at compound interest after the get 1826 till she 
whole Debt is zedecmed, 
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“The Sinking Fund under the New Plan having 
obtained its maximum of 28,155,358). in the year 


' $820, descends to 26,901,3601. in the year 1826, 


we 
Charge under the New Plan for the 


and must continue to decline after that period, so 


Jong as the excesses shall be deducted, 


N. oO. Vv. ¢ 

“ That an Increase of Charges for the 
Interest and Sinking Fund of Loans for the 
twenty years must take place under the 
New Plan, compared with the like charge, 
which would take place, were the present 
System perseveredin. 
. EFFECTS OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 
Annual Loan 11,000,0001. charge for 
interest and Sinking Fund....... 733,333 
Amount of Loans fer twenty years 
220,000]. a charge for ditto......-.. 14,666,689 
‘EFFECT OF THE NEW PLAN. 
Charge of Suppl. Loans amounting 

in twenty years to 204,200,0001. 

expiring annuities deducted.....++. 14,266,388 
War Taxes mortgaged at the’end of 

twenty years, which are to be libe- 

rated successively in the next four- 
. teen years, after the year 1826,... 21,000,000 


Charge as above under the present 
_ Supplementary Loans only....... 14,299,388 
370,272 

War Taxes mortgaged as above for War : 
Loans, according to the New Plan. 21,000,000 
Ditto according to the present system........Nil 

No. VI. 

“ That the Ways and Means proposed 
by the New Plan to prevent the necessity 
of imposing new Taxes to any considerable 


Amount, viz, the expiring Annuities, toge- 


ther with the excesses of the Sinking Fund, 
above the interest of the unredeemed Debt, 
are equally applicable pro ¢anio, to mitigate 


their increase under any other mode of rai-- 


“sing Loans which may be decided on. "The 
means proposed by the New Plan of defray- 
ing the Interest and Sinking Fund of the 
Supplementary Loans are as follows : 
Prodace of the Excess of the Sinking 
Fund between 1816 and 1826, above 

the interest of the unredcemed - 

Apphcable by the falling in of An- 

New permanent Taxes, proposed by 

the New Plan to be raised between f 

1810 and 1817, to the Amount of.. 2,051,000 


Charge of Supplementary Loans, An- 
nuities not deducted..... 14,296,388 


Ways and Means as above... 13,856,000 


Remains to be-provided for,..., 440,388 
Charge for the total amount of Loans, ; 
at the rate of 11,000,000/. a’ year, 
~under the 
133,533). for 


sent system,” at 
and Sinking 


Fund, the expiring anauities not de- 
As a Fund to supply this charge, the z 
Ways and Means as above {or rai- 
sing the interest. and Sinking. Fund 
of the Supplementary Loans may .- 
be applied... 13,856,961 
Remains to he provided for in order to 
cover the 809,799 
That it therefore Appear that the means 
to be applied under the New System to de- 
fray the charge for interest and Sinking 


Fund of the Supplementary Loans alone, 


would (exclusive of any mortgage on the 


War Loans), with the addition of Taxes to 
the amount of 369,4111. defray the total 
charges of the Loans required to complete 
the Fund of 32,000,000/. annually for War 
Expenditure, without the mem: f any 
incumbrance whatever upon the War 


Taxes, 
No. VII. 


“That the comparative effects which 
will be produced on the public income by 
the two systems, on return of peace, and 
on the form:ution of a peace establishment 
are as follows :— aise 

UNDER THE PRESENT PLAN. . 

There would be no charge whatever we 
on any part of the War Taxes. The whole 
twenty-one millions would remain free. 
The Property Tax, or whatever portion of 
the other War Taxes were not required 
towartis making an adequate provision for. 
the peace establishment might be immediate- 
ly remitted, leaving that resource unpledged 
and available on the recurrence of war. 

_ UNDER THE NEW ‘SYSTEM. 

When peace takes place, a considerable 
part, if not the whole of the War: Taxes, 
will have been mortgaged. In the latter 
case there will only remain a clear revenue 
of 6,700,000/. immediately. applicable to 
support the charges of a peace .establish- 
ment. ‘ 

It appears that in 1806 the excess of the 
War Sinking Fund will be9,967,283/. Ifthis 
sum shall be then preferably applied to libe- 
rate.a part of the Property Tax mortgaged 
for the War Debt, the remainder of the 
Property Tax, and all the War Taxes, will 
become Permanent Taxes, and Part of the 
Consolidated Fund, and be mortgaged like 
the other parts of that Fund, for the re-. 


‘| demption of the War Debt, and .the. pre~ 


sent Debt thus consolidated intoa Common 
Debt, and the deficiency on the Peace 
Establishment must be provided for either 
by fresh Taxes, or fresh Loans. 
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. same shall be provided 
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No VIII. 


«> That the sum of 11 Millions a year, re- 
quired in aid of the 21 Millions War ‘Taxes, 
-, to complete the War Expenditure of 32 


Millions may be raised (should the principle 
of applving the excesses of the SinkingFund 
to the Public Service-be decided on) accord- 
ing to the following mode, without: mort- 
geging the War Taxes, or rendering new 

axes of any materially greater amount ne- 
cessary than it is proposed to lay on by the 
new System, and without making so consi- 
¢erable an addition to the Debt, as will be 
made shoyld the new System be carried into 


execution. 


The Sum required as above to pro- 
vide for 4 Loan of Eleven Millions 
per annum, for 20 years, is........ 14,666,460 


The Resources available amount to.. 13,856,861 


Deficiency......+.809,799 


 -'This deficiency of 809,799/, exceeding only by 


_ 362,431/. the charges for Supplementary Loans 
would remain au additional Charge to be pro- 
vided for. 


the Charges ypon a Loan of Eleven 
would 


of the Annuities, to raise only the precise 
amount of Taxes proposed by the New 


Plan to be imposed in the first ten years, un- | 


til the excesses of the Sinking Fund shall 
arise in 1816,the difference between the 
above Funds and the Annual Charge of 
733,333]. (amounting on. an average to 
489,682/, a year), must be added, as it 
arises, to the Loan of the Year, the Interest 
and Sinking Fund thereon, amounting to 
about 38,000, a year, to be defrayed, in 
the first instance, out of the Consolidated 
Bund ; and to be afterwards replaced out of 
the Excesses of the Sinking Fund as they 


No. IX. 


“ That nearly the same results may be pro- 
duced by determining, that, when the Loan 
of the 
amount of the Sinking Fund in the said 
year, instead of making provision for the, 
interest of the said Loan 


by and out of 
the interest receivable on the amount of 
Stock in that year redeemed by the com- 
missioners of the National Debt; in which 


- ease the amount of Debt unredeemed will 


©ontinue stationary during war. 
The Sinking Fund is at present $515,042 
Ts wilh be in. ------- 31,340,274 


in each year amount to} 
.733,3331, if it should be thought fit, in aid 


ear in war does not exceed the] 


vs new Taxes, the |. 
or 
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In four years, therefore, from the present 
time, no new Taxes will be required (the - 
data remaining the same), however long the - 
War may continue; andthe War Taxes 
will remain free at the close of the War, 
when the Sinking Fund will resume its pro. 
gressive operation; the purchase of Stock 
by the Commissioners being continued in | 
the mean’ time to the full amouut of the 
Sinking Fund.—That the Charge for -four © 
years ns as above, for 1) Millions in 
each year, taking credit for $85,515/, An. 
nuities, amounts to 2,547,810/—-Taxes re. 
quired in each year, for the next four years 
623,970/.—The ‘Taxes so to be linposed 
exceed only by 496,810/. the total amount 
of New Taxes, proposed by the New Pian, 
to be imposed between 1810 and 1817, by 
which Plan the War Taxes are af the same 
time progressively absorbed and pledyed, 
for the Redemption of the Loansraised upon 


them.—According to this Plan, the Debt 


would continue stationary at 369,390,887/, 
throughout the war. 
Amount of Deht in 1826, by New 

Ditto, in 1826, by this Plan........ 369,390,887 

Difference of Debt in favour of 
this 86,145,045 
And no War taxes are mortgaged. 

No. X. 

“‘ That the expence-of raising any given 
amount of Loan on the present sysiem, viz. 
by a single Loan with a Sinking Fund of 
one per cent. as compared with the princi- 
ple of the New Plan of raising the same - 
amount by double and concurrent Loans: 
the one ra’scd upon a Fund of ten per Cent. 
for Interest and Sinking Fund; the other 
raised upon a Fund of six per cent. for In- 
terest and Sinking Fund, calculating the 
payments on account thereof from the com- * 
mencement to the final liquidation of the 
said Loan, is as follows, the Sinking Fund, 
in both cases, being-takev on the money in- 
stead of the nominal capital. 

Suppose 12,000,000/, to be raised, 

PLAN, 
10 per Cent. Interest and Sinking 

Fund 12,000,000/. 

ONE . 1,200,000 
A like Charge for 13 years more, at 

which time the Principal is re- 


deemed... 


15,690,000 

Total Payments......-. 16,000,000 . 

To cover the Interest and Sinking 

Fund of 1,200,0002 at six per Cent, 

a Fund of 79,000/. must be provir 

ded in each of the fourteen years, 
the amount thereof is 1,008,000/. 

The latter sum being raised on a One 
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Cent., Sinking F be. 


three years. 
Payments on account thereof. 43,344,000 
Payments as above. ..ee. eee 16,800,000 


Total Payments......+. 60,144,000 
PRESENT SYSTEM. 
The Interest and Sinking Fund, ona 
loan of 12,000,000/, at six per cent. 
mounts per ann. to 720,000/. This 
Charge being raised on a One per 
Cent. Sinking Fund, may be consi- 
dered as‘an Annuity of forty-three 
years. 
Payments to be made on acct, there- 
of till its Redemption 30,960,000/, 
Payments on new system upon a loan 
Ditto, on present eves 36,960,000 


Excess of the Charge of Redemption 
_ by new system 29,184,000/.”” 
. Lord Henry Petty did not feel it ne- 
eessary to say more than a few words on 
the present occasion, because it was neither 
desirable for the house nor for himself that 
he should follow the noble lord through 
his very able seeech, and the clear view he 
had given of his objections to the New 
- Financial System that had been submitted 
to the house on a former night. It was, 
however, necessary for him to make a few 
observations upon one point, which had 
been touched upon by the noble lord, in 
order to prevent any misconception of what 
had fallen from himself on a former night 
from going further. The great objection 
of the noble lord to the system that had 
been submitted to the house was, that it 
went to legislate for the future. Though 
the noble lord admitted that it would be 
right to look to the future in the arrapge- 
ment of any system, he did not think it 
desirable that any legislative enactment 
should be resorted to for that purpose. 
He had himself stated, that it would be 
for the house to look prospective- 
ly to the situation of the country, in the 
‘adoption of any system; but that it would 
not be: desirable to make any legislative 
enactment on an assumption of future 
events, which might prove contrary to all 
calculation, and were solely under the con- 
troul of Providence. He had expressly 
asserted, that if any essential qlteration 
were to take place in the plan, it would 
hot arise from any such alteration of events, 
or of the circumstances of the country. 
What were the changes that were likely to 
ce? An increase of expenditure, from 
the demand mand for foreign subsidies from with- 


out, or from the rise of labour, of of the 
prie of stores within. He had particular 
y adverted to contingent circumstances, 
and stated, that in proportion as in- 
crease took place-in the 


| either of these causes; that increase was 


to be provided for by an increase of 
the supplemental loans, and an increase of 
the interest thereon. Another change which 
he had adverted to was one whieh mi 

arise from the failure of any of the duties 
imposed ; but for this there was a provi 
sion in the plan, because parliament was 


pledged to make good such deficiency by 
other duties. He begged to eall the atten- 
tion of the house to this fact, that neither 


he with his feeble powers, nor those whe 
were much wiser than him, had ever had 
the presumption to state to the house that 
they could anticipate the future, or prepare 
any. plan which would cover all the exigen- 
cies of a war for 20 years without any 
change. The noble lord had observed in 
the same way upon what he termed the 
narrow view taken by him of the exe 
penditure of the country. But in. taki 
that view, he had no certain criterion to 

by but the expenditure of the present year: 
every other criterion would have been loose 
and uncertain. The noble lord had said, 
that he should have taken the average of 
an extraordinary War Expenditure, but 
had stated, that it would be unsafe for him, 
looking to what had happened on the con+ 
tinent, considering the change that bad ta» 
ken place in Europe, to deceive himself by 
taking any standard of expenditure from 
such a source. It was rather extraordinary, 
that, when the noble lord objected to any 
legislature for the future, he wished to take 
the possible future expenditure, in the 
event of a British army being employed ta 
co-operate with the powers of the conti- 
nent, in the course of 3 or 4 years, in which 
time they might be wholly subjugated, or, 
what they all most desired, might have re- 
established their independence, as the eri- 
terion of expenditure. Having stated this, 
he had only to request of the house-and of 
the country, that they would receive ‘his 
proposition such as it was, and as it candid- 
ly professed to be, and not look upon 
him as responsible for any alteration that 
might take place. If he continued to fill 
the situation which he then held, it would — 
be his duty to explain the cause of the 
ehange when it occurred. He could not 
byt remark, thut, in the plan that had been 


| | 
| 
= 
| 
| if 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{| 
4 } 
i 
i 
i 


subinitted by the noble lord, he had avail- 
ed himself of what had never been laid 
down by him as a single or separate prin- 
ciple. The noble lord had taken advan- 
tage of the excess: of the Sinking Fund, 
-without adverting to the concurrent  prin- 
ciple of adding to that Fund, which was a 
leading »feature of his system. ‘He had 
himself, however, proposed to equalise the 
operation of the Sinking Fund by adding 
to, it now with a view to take from it 
_ hereafter; but the neble lord had taken all 
the beneficial result, and. left out ‘of his 
plan the operating cause. He should not 
ahen enter farther into the consideration of 
the plan.of the noble lord, but trusted that 
the adjourned debate would: take place on 
the most convenient day, which he suppos- 
ed would. be Monday next, the day of. the 
discussion of his own Resolutions, beyond 
which day he could not consent to have 
the discussion deferred, in consideration of 
ihe effect that the delay might have on the 
Ways and Means of the year. ‘He was 


ready to give the noble lord all the assist- 


ance in his power, and assured him that 
he would, not only in this instance, but at 
all times, be ready to attend to any sugges- 
tions from him, or from any of the hon. 
gentlemen nearhim, 
Mr. did not propose to enter then 
into the-discussion of the Resolutions that 
had been submitted. He wished merely 


to state, that he was not satisfied with the |. 


data of the noble lord opposite; or of his 
noblefriend, though he thought those of his 
noble friend less liable to objection, On 
Monday: he should state his opinions on the 
subject, though. he should not throw any 
_ obstacle in the way of the ways and means 
of the year. ‘The-plan of the noble lord, 
however appeared to him a permarent one; 
and, if-once adopted, it would not be pos- 
sible to make any alteration in it for 20 
years, without convulsing the whole system. 
—The debate was then adjourned to 
Monday. | 
“HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, February 13. 
[PETITION RESPECTING THE Hamp- 
SHIRE ELECTION.] . Mr. Asheton Smith 
_ rose pursuant to notice, to submit a motion 
to the house on the subject of the Petition; 
which: he-had the honour to present ona 
fornier day (see p. 684). But before he 
should proceed further, he thought. it regu- 


PARL, DEBATES, 12, 1807.-Petition respecting" 


lar that the Petition, and also the Resoly- 
tion of that house of the 10th of Decem- 
ber; 1779, should be read. The Petition 
was then read, as likewise the Resolution 
of 1779, which declared. ‘That it js 
‘highly criminal in any minister or minis. 
‘ ters, or other servants under the crown of 
‘ Great Britain, directly or indirectly, to use 
* the powers of office in the election of repre. 
‘ sentatives to serve in parliament; and an at. 
‘tempt at such influence will at all times 
* be resented by this house, as aimed at its 
‘own honour, dignity, and. independency, 
‘as an-infrmgement-of the dearest rights 
‘ of every subjeét throughout the Empire, 
‘and tending to sap the basis of this free 


then proceeded to state, that in bringing 
this question under the consideration of the 


public duty. So far from entertaining any 
hostile disposition towards the hon. mem- 
ber who was particularly alluded to in the 
petition, he felt the highest respect for him, 
aiid considered him only as having acted 
under the ‘directions of the government. 
The petition, it would be recollected, charg. 
ed that hon. gent. with having written to 
the Barrack-Master-General, directing him 
to use the whole extensive influence of the 
Barrack Department, in order to promote 
the election of the candidates recommend- 
ed by the ministers for the representation 
of the county of Southampton. This in- 
terference was the more extraordinary and 
unprecedented, because the influence of 
the government ‘was otherwise very exten- 


thisgletter from the Secretary of the trea. 
sury to the Barrack Master General, and 
of the activity of that department, was, 
that an hon. gent. who had represented 
that county for 16 years, with fidelity and 
credit, had been’ unsuccessful at the last 
election, If the freeholders of the county 
had been left to the free, unbiassed, and’ 
independent exercise of their suftrages, he 
was confident that that gentleman would 


- | now be seated as their representative in that 
It was for this invasion ef their’ 


house.. 
rights, that the petitioners laid their case 
before parliament, and were anxiously: 
wishing for an opportunity of proving the 
allegations in’ their. petition to that house. 
‘Th 
the house would take such steps, as in its: 


vent: in future’ the-occurrence, of such’ un.’ 


‘and happy constitution.’—The hon. gent, 


house, he was actuated solely by a sense of 


sive in that county. The consequence of 


had an anxious hope and wish that 


| wisdom would seem meet, in order to pre.’ 
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 gonstitutional practices. Otherwise the” 
representation of that great county would 
be under the controul of the government, 
and the most valuable rights of the people 
would be annihilated. He trusted that the 
house of commons would ever be ready to- 
resist such unjustifiable attempts to infringe 
the franchises of the electors, and thereby 
to undermine the independence and integni- 
of the representative body of the nation. 

e therefore moved, that the Petition be 
referred to the Committee of Privileges to 
examine the matter thereof, and to report 
the same, together with their opinion there- 
on, to the house. 

Sir Henry Mildmay rose to second the 
motion of his bon. friend. The allegations 
of that petition had been ably brought un-. 
der the view of the house by the manliness, 
the moderation, and the talents of: his hon. 
friend. In touching upon the subject of 
this petition, he confessed he felt consider- 
able difficulty, because of the prominent 
share he bad borne on the occasion to 
which it refered ; because any observations 

- he should make upon it, might perhaps be 
considered as the result of his feelings of 
disappointment. But under all the circum- 
stances of the case, he considered it not 
only a duty he owed to the. individuals, 
whose rights had been invaded, but a still 
greater duty to the house, to the public, 
and to himself, to trace, to detect, and to 
expote such unconstitutional interference 
on, the part of his taajesty’s ministers. 
This interference had been exerted in a 
most unjustifiable and open manner op 
that occasion, not only in defiance of the 
principles of the coustilution, but in the 
teeth of a resolution of that house. His 
hon. friend had not, by his motion, called 
upon the house to come to any hasty or 
premature decision; he had only proposed 
to them to adopt a proceeding analogous 
to what had been pursued on a former oc- 
casion, of nearly a similar nature. On 
searching for precedents, however, he ad- 
‘mitted that there were none to be found 
howe ly. analogous to the present case, 

t the unconstitutional interference with 
the freedom of election.was no less a sub- 
ject worthy of the attention of that house. 
When’ this petition had been presented, a 
noble lord opposite. (lord Temple) had 
stated, that the petition had for a long time 
occupied the public. attention, and that 
mueh pains had been taken to poison the 
public mind upon the subject of it. From 
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the gestures of the hon. gents. on the trea- 

sury bench, he supposed they -conceived | 
that to have been the case; -but the state~ 

ment was utterly unsupported by any proof, — 
and, as far as the pétitioners were: concern~ 
ed, was wholly tnfounded in-fact. He 
was glad that the petition- was at length 
submitted to the consideration of the house, 
and he agreed entirely with the noble lord, 


‘that if they should fail in-substantiating: the 


charge contained in it, on them the whole 
blame and censure :should fall. But, if 
they should succeed in proving the allega~ 
tions of the petition: if they should make 
out a stronger case even than the cha 

in the petition amounted to, he trusted the 
noble lord would agree with him that the 
house was bound to adopt some proceed-. 
ings with a view to do. justice between the: 
parties, with a view to redeem the solemn 


pledge, which it had given in the resolution 


of 1779, in which it declared it highly cri- 
niinal in a-minister of the crown to use the: 
power of his office for the purpose of influ«. 
encing an election. He trusted too, that 
the noble lord would not employ the 
weight of his commanding eloquence, nor 
the government extend the protecting shield 
of its power, in order to arrest the mea-. 
sures which might appear to the house - 
necessary on such an occasion.. And here 
he wished to advert to certain particularities. 
in the situation of the county of Southamp- 
ton, which rendered the transaction still 
more. culpable. There was no county of 
equai extent, population, and wealth, in 
which the government, independant of. the, 
ipterference complained of in the’ petition, 
had so much influence as in Hampshire. 
There was more of church, collegiate, and 
copyhold property, which gave no right to 
the elective franchise in that county, than - 
in any otker of equal extent, consequently 
there was less of freehold property and + 
fewer electors. The.interference of govern- 
ment, therefore, struck more effectually at 
the independance of the representation. 
There. was also in that county one of the 
principal naval arsenals of the kingdom, 
the. number of persoas employed in.which, 
that had_ freeholds, exceeded 400. . These 
were persons, constantly, regularly, andiex- 
clusively employed by government in the 
docks, subject to its controul. There 
was. also in the neighbourhoed of Ports- 
mouth, an iffinite variety of persons, who 
were. frequently employed by. the navy 
board, the whole of whom could be con- 
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trouled by the executive government. This 
- he stated only by way of explanation, as it 
did not form any part of the matter of the 
petition. If no addition were to be made 
t6 this influence, which had increased, was 
increasing, and must continue to increase, 
a8 long as the extent of the British navy 
should be augmenting, it would give the 
government a powerful interest in that 
county. But not content with that, the 
- administration had enlisted the whole bar- 
sack department -into its service, and em- 
ployed the persons engaged in that depart- 
ment, as its agents to promote the élection 
of its favourite candidates. So that it was 
impossible for any private individual to 


ple with the power of government. 
that 


county, and the executive possessed 

the means of reducing it to the condition 
of a close borough, for which they could 
nominate the representatives. But in order 
to come nearer to the subject, he should 
leave to read the documents upon 

which this ing rested ; and first, the 


paper, which was the foundation of the 
‘whole business. Here the hon. baronet 
read an extract from the first letter of sir 
Wm. Heathcote to the Hampshire club, 
stating the 


application of lord Temple, 
authorised by lord Grenville, to himself, 
imtimating to him, that government would 
got oppose his re-election, in the event of a 
dissolution, if he did not coalesce with Mr. 
Chute, against whom government proposed 
‘to set up a candidate, Mr. Chute having 
pat himself in systematic opposition to 
government. By this it would appear, that 

_ the interference of the executive in that 
county had not originated with the secre- 
tary to the treasury, nor with the comptrol- 
ler of the navy, but was a preconcerted, 
premeditated, and predigested plan of the 
t, to dictate representatives to 

fe county of Southampton, and to exclude 
a ble n who had represen- 
ted that county for 16 years. It was, how- 
ever, in candour, necessary for him to state, 
that the noble lord had given a subsequent 
explanation of that transaction, and without 
at all imputing any wilful misrepresentation 

\ to either of persons, there appeared 
to him a contradiction in their statements. 
‘It would be for the house to decide which 
was most likely to be correct, sir Wm. 
Heathcote, who retired to his closet after 
the interview to make a memo 


what passed, with a view to its publication, 


or the noble lord, who, without “— 


randum of 
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‘any memorandum whatever, three weeks 
after, gave an explanation of it. The next 
letter he had to-notice was one dated Sept, 
22, from William Fremantle, esq. one of 
the secretaries of the treasury, to the bar 
rack-master-general. This letter had been 
sent by the barrack-master-general, general 
Hewitt, inclosed in one from himself to ma. 
jor Davies, deputy barrack-master-genetal, 
General Hewitt, ‘in his letter, stated thut he 
could not better carry into effect the te. 
commendation of Mr. Fremantle, than by 
inclosing this letter to major Davies. The 
hon. baronet here read the letter from the 
secretary of the treasury to the barrack. 
master-general, recommending the govern. 
ment candidates, the hon. Mr. Herbert and 
Mr. Thistlethwaite, to his favourable in. 
fluence, and requesting him to mention 
the same to the other gentlemen of the 


departinent. ‘This letter had been marked 4 


“on his majesty’s service,” and the copy 
which he had of it had been taken from 
the letter which had been in the posses 
sion of major Davies. In consequence 
of it, every exertion had been made, and 
with success, To this major Davies had 
replied, that the committee were of opiuion 
that his canvass would be more effectual at 
Lymington and the Isle of Wight. The 
next letter was from general Hewitt, té 
major Davies, informing him that he might 
go to Lymington if he could obtain the 
permission of the commander of the dis 
trict, but at the samé time that he could not 
be allowed any thing to defray the expences 
of his journey, this being a species of service 
which could not be insetted in the public ae- 
count. The impression on his mind from this 
letter was, that there were two-accounts kept 
in the barrack department, one public and the 
other private [a cry of no? not}. Well! 
this showed more than any thing else the 
necessity of going into the committee, in 
order to ascertain whether or no there was 
any private account. The next letter was 
from: major Davies to the barrack-mastet- 
—— stating that his destination had bees 

ed for Lymington and the Isle of Wight, 
and that his route had been sketched by 
lord Carnarvon, to that point, as uot very 
far from the residence of Mr. Rose. Now, 
he could not see how this noble personage 
should appear in such a transaction. He 
knew there was such a person as earl Care 
narvon, who had been formerly a distin 
guished member of that house, and wh 
wes @ near connexion of one of the candis 
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dates, but he could not suppose that the |tion were involved,and that there was no bo. 


. ‘poble personage would make himself a 
party to: any such unconstitutional proceed- 
ing. But he could tell him that he might 
hereafter spare himself the trouble of sead- 
‘jng to canvass that neighbourhood, because 
the experience end weight of his right hon. 

friend’s character and public conduct insu- 
red to him and to his connections the sup- 
port of hisneighbours. The next letter he 

- had to notice, was ove ip which major Da- 
vies stated, that the duke of Cumberiand 
would not suffgr him to depart for Lyming- 
jon, till he should himself set out for Wales, 
which he imputed to a fear, on the part of 
his royal highness, lest his efforts should 
produce an effect inimical to his political 

connections. ‘This, no doubt, was matter 
of conjecture only; but if he und€rstood 
any thing of the character of that illustrious 
personage, with whom he had had the ho- 
nour of being a considerable time acquaint- 
ed, he was convinced he could not be in- 
fluenced by any such feelings. The last 
Jetter which he had to notice, was one dated 
January the ist, 1506, which ought evident- 
ly to be 1807, in which it was stated, that 

Major Davies was prosecuted by Mr. De- 
yerell, on the opposite side, and thus he had 
aa offer made to him by Colonel St. John, 
on the part of one of the most respectable 
men in the county, of relieving him from all 
his embarrassments, if he would give up the 
treasury letters in his possession, which pro- 
posal he had rejected. He was as curious 
as apy map, to find out who this “ most 
respectable” nian of the county was; for 
though he had been 40 years resilient in 
Hampshire, if he were asked to point such 
a person out, he should find it difficult, 
However, as this person who could so bully 
‘and bribe with the same breath, who wes so 
ready to discharge major Davies from his 
embarrasments, anight also have means of 
injuring him, be was bound to state that 
he had obtained copies of the letters from a 
person who had them ia his possession, pre- 
vious to the election. From this written evi- 

dence they could shew, that the government 
-had issued its mandates to the barrack de- 
“partment, and that its directions had been 
faithfully executed, “ Ex uno disce omnes.” 
"The same course had been adopted in all the 
‘other departments, and particularly by the 
comptroller of the navy. Lfthey could prove 
-the fact ia one instance, that would be suffi- 
sient to prove their case. He felt, that in 
-this instance the principles of the. constitu- 


rough, so hermetically sealed, to which this 
influence, if countenanced, might not extend, 
This was a case that involyed the honour,. 
the dignity, and the independence of parli- 
ament. If the house were to suffer such 
practices to pass uncensured; if it were to 
forfeit the solemn pledge contained in its 
former resolutions, it would forfeit its own 
character, honour and authority. Here he 
begged leave to read the letter of the duke 
of Chandos, which had given rise to the re- 
solution of 1779, and which only recom- 
mended to some friend, to altend the county 
meeting at Southampton, in order to add 
to the respectabiliiy of the assembly. Yet 
the duke of Chandos was a person who had 
considerable property in the county, and 
wrote only to a private individual, whiist 
the secretary of the treasury, who had writ- 
ten in this case, had no property in the 
county, aud had set a whole public depart- 
ment in motion. He had done his duty, in 
promoting the application by petition to 
that house, and:in tracing the case through 
its whole progress; and should therefore in 
this instance, follow up that{duty by voting, 
that the petition be referred to. the com- 
mittee of privileges. —On the question being 
put, 
Mr. Fremanile said, that .in rising to 
vindicate himself from the charges that 
had been brought against him, he felt con- 
siderable fears, not from any conscious 
ness of guilt, but from the difficulty which 
unavoidably arose from his not having 
been accustomed to parliamentary speaking. 
But how much greater must his difficulty 
be, when he reflected that his own charac- 
ter and conduct, and the character and 
even the very existence of the government 
under which he acted, was committed in 
the present charge? He had only therefore 
to throw himself upon the indulgence of 
the house, whilst he repelled the charges to 
the best of his ability. From the moment 
of the dissolution of parliament, rumours 
had been in circulation upon the subject 
of the interference of government in the 
county of Southampton. He trusted that he 
should be able to shew that these rumours 
had been magnified and exaggerated be- 
yond what the case wouid warrant. No won- 
der, therefore, that the public mind sheyld 
have been affected by such sta'ements. . He 
was confident, however, that he should be | 
able to shew that he had not committed 
either the governnrent ox himself upon ‘this 
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occasion. When the charge was brought 
forward against him personally, he should 
have thought he was entitled to the same 
attention ds any other individual who might 
happen to be accused. He could not ac- 
count, therefore, for the conduct of those 
who had signed and brought forward the 
petition against him. | He was satisfied with 
the explanation that bad been given by the 
hon. gent. who presented it. He had been 
long known to that hon. gent. and was not 
sensible of having incurred either his displea- 
sure or animosity. As to the other gentle- 

men who signed the petition, he had been 
known to many of them, and was equally 
ignorant of his having, in any une shape, 
deserved their hostility. One of the hon. 
members who had signed the petition, whom 
he did not then see in his place (Mr. Deut), 
had within a very few days given him, as a 
_ pledge of the continuance of his former 
feeling towards him, a splendid and hos- 
pitable entertainment at his house. If he 
could trifle either with the subject or with 
the house, he should say that he had been 
invited to be fattened and pampered for a 
public spectacle. However, he might ac- 
quit that ‘hon. member of such intention, 
because he believed he had signed the peti- 
tion ignorant and ainconscious of what it 
contamed, and he begged him, if in the 
house, to be persuaded that he felt no re- 
‘sentment against bim.—This was not the 
petition that had bee: sanctioned by the 
freeholders of the county, but a perfectly 
new one, that had been framed withia a few 
days. The hon. member to whom he had 
alluded, had only lent his name to what he 
conceived a general charge against the go- 
vernment. The rumours that had been 
circulated respecting the unconstitutional 

interference of the government had been 
kept up with such industry, though not 
founded in fact, and he should add, resting 
only upon falsehood, that it was no wonder 
if they had made some impression upon the 
‘public mind. ‘But he was ready to answer 
for the fact, and he should Ye ashamed ever 
to put pen to paper, if he could shrink from 
a responsibility, for every syllable he had 
written. It was unnecessary for the hon. 
. baronet to have taken so much pains, re- 
- specting the letter he had written, of which 
‘ fowever, he had obtained but @ copy. It 
would be for him to state that no charge 
- could besubstantiated against any person, on 
the bare ground of an unauthenticated copy. 


“Me did not by any means intend to:take 
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that course, though if he were so inclined) _ 
he appealed to the House, whether he might 
not object to such foundation of a charge 
against him; but he did not deny the let. 
ter, on the contrary, he had taken séme 
pains to procure the original, for which he 
could appeal to his friends, inorder to ena 
ble the house to form a judgment ofthe me. 
rits of the case. As the hon, baronet had 
read that fetter, be trusted the house would 
permit him to read it also. The hon. gent 
here read the letter, which had been read 
before by the hon. baronet. The letter. ’ 
was dated Treasury Chambers, Sept. 22, 
some time previous to tle dissolution, and 
was marked “private.” He should not say 
that many letters on official business might 
not be sometimes marked in this manner, 
but ceftainly the gentlemcn opposite, who 
liad so much more experience in the busi- | 
ness of office than he had, must know that 
letters so marked were never preserved by 
official copies in the office. He only recom.’ 
mended the candidates whom he wished te 
succeed, to the favourable influence of the 
barrack-master-general, and requested 
him to recommend them to the other gen- 
tlemen in that department. These were . 
the expressions he made use of, and he was 
ready both to claim ard to justify them, 
Now, as to the charge “that William Fre- 
‘ mantle, esq. one of the secretaries, who 
‘ had no property in the county, had employ- 
‘ed the power of his oftice to influence the 

‘ election,” he could easily dispose of that. 
it was one of the unfortunate consequences 
of the petition having been brought forward 
without any communication being made to 
him on the subject, that sueh a statement 
as that had found its way into the petition. 
If the honourable members who brought 
forward the petition, had informed him of 
its contents, he could have saved them the 
trouble of presenting it at all; he would 
have saved them the disgrace they must feel 
from the indignation of the house, or he 
would have saved the house the trouble of 
listening to his justification. The answer 
that he had to make to that charge was, that . 


‘he was a freeholder of the county of South- 


ampton, that he had a property in that 
county, and that he had as good a right as 
any of the gentlemen who had thouglit 
proper to sign the petition, to employ all 
the means which his property, influence, or 
connections afforded, to promote the elec- 
tion of those caudidates whom he wished to 
succeed. He had for many years posses- 
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4 cma in that county equal to any, and 


' whose names were to the petition. 


‘ ence elections, but did not preclude per- 


that effect, and he begged the house to look 


countrymen, deprived of all the influ- 


because they happened to fill an office 


Mr Thistlethwaite, one of the candidates, 


‘ he should have been wanting in the proper 


_ in so doing, he did not employ the power 
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sed aproperty in that county ; and his near- 
est and dearest connections lived there, who 
were in the habit of consulting him, and 
who would be influenced by his advice, had 


er than the properties of most of those 
Though 
he had been settled at the Treasury, it 
did not follow that he was to be denied 
that which was the birthright of every 
Englishman, the right of giving his support 
influence to the candidate whom he 
preferred. If he were to be deprived of 
that right by his office, he would not hold 
the office for five minutes.—So far he had 
considered the question on the ground of pri- 
vate feelings. He should next ask the hon. 
baronet, by what law it was that he was de- 
prived of this right, merely because he held 
the situation of secretary to the treasury ? 
The resolution of the house in 1779, ex- 
tended only to persons who should use the 
wer of their official situations to influ- 


sons holding offices from giving their votes 
and interest,to whatever candidate they 
leased. He was not aware of any law to 


at the situation it would be in, was every 
member of the government of this country, 
whatever might be their talents, their 
wealth, their consequence, or their other 
claims to be high in the estimation of their 


ence natural to such qualifications, solely 


in the government. Was that a doctrine 
that could be supported in’ that house or 
tolerated in this country? Having thus 
stated that he was not restricted by any law 
from pursuing the course he had followed, 
that his. property gave him the right, and 
that that right was strengthened by the 
consideration of the property possessed in 
the county by his nearest and dearest con- 
nections, he had next to state another mo- 
tive, which had induced him to take an 
interest in. the election for Hampshire. 


was his cousin by marriage, and their fami- 
lies were connected by all the ties of affinity 
and friendship. Under such circumstances, 


‘feelings of attachment if he had not exerted 
himself to promote the success of a candi- 
date in whom his nearest and dearest con- 
‘nections had such an interest, provided, that 


him. 
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of his official situation. He begged here to 
bring back the attention of gentlemen to the 
letter, and he would then ask whether there 
was a Single expression in it which could be 
construed to convey the command of office. 
He had written in precisely the same terms 
that any gentleman not holding an official 
situation, would, to the head of a depart- 
ment with whom he was acquainted. He 
had known general Hewitt, and had under- 
stood that major Davies was a freeholder 
in the county of Southampton, and. had 
applied to general Hewitt for the purpose 
of obtaining that vote. Whether he had 
been rightly informed as‘to major Davies 
having a vote, he could not tell, but he had 
reason to believe that he had not voted 
either for Mr. Herbert. or Mr. Thistle- 
thwaite. The hon. baronet had stated, that 
the whole barrack department had been put 
in motion, and that considerable influence 
had been thereby created in the decision 
of the election. But he challenged the hon. 
baronet or any of the gentlemen by him, to 
prove the influence thus charged. If he was 
well informed, not a single individual con- 
nected with the barrack department, had 
given a vote at the election, and even 
major Davies had not voted, either for Mr. 
Herbert, or Mr. Thistlethwaite. The hon. 
haronet had likewise brought forward seve- 
ral letters which had been written on the 
subject of the one originally written by 
But he trusted the house would not 
think him responsible for any letter ‘but 
that of which he had himself been the 
author, and which, he trusted he had 
shewn, could neither implicate him nor the 
government under which he acted.. The - 
hon. baronet had also read a letter of the 
duke of Chandos which had given rise to 
the resolution of parliament in the year 1779. 
It would be recollected that the duke of 
Chandos had been a peer of parliament, 
and consequently disqualified by a resolu- 
tion of that house. from interfering with 
elections. He was a freeholder of the 
county, and possessed as good a right as 
any of the petitioners to canvass his tenants 
or his friends, in favour of the candidates _ 
he preferred. So far he trusted the house 
would feel that he was justitied in going. 
Having said thus much of the charge con- 
tained in the petition, he should now begin 
to state the only two grounds of crimination 
against ministers, for an exercise of undue 
influence. The first was, when they abused 
their patronage either by holding out mena- 
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ces or rewards to persons employed in the 
' public departments, with a view to influence 
their voices at-an election. On this head 
he could only say, that neither a menace of 
unishment nor a promise of, reward had 
en held out by the treasury, at the last 
election, to any person in any department 
of the state; and if any such proceedings 
had taken place, they must’ have passed 
through his hands. There had been no 
abuse of the patronage of government in 
any department in the kingdom. But the 
allegations of this petition were not expres- 
sive of the sense of the county of Southamp- 
ton. The petition had been obtained sur- 
feptitiously, privately and clandestinely, 
and was sigued only by 112 persons, who 
could not be said to express the sensé of a 
county in which there were 6000 electors ; 
the petition therefore-did not contain the 
sense of the county. Was there a fact 
brought forward to prove its allegations, or 
‘was it supported by any charge from any 
other part of the kingdom? It rested soiely 
upon the credit of the 112 gentlemen who 
had signed it, and who had signed it on a 
belief that he had not been a freeholder of 
-the county, and had consequently fo right 
to interfere. The second ground, upon 
which charges of undue interference could 


be made against government, was the pro- 
- fligate use of their power in the abuse of the 
disposal of the public money. As far as 
his knowledge went, no stich practise had, . 
or could have taken place, though he had 
heard that other governments had resorted 


to such means of influence. He could with 
the greatest confidence assert, that no mo- 
ney, not a single shilling, had been issued 
from the treasury, directly or indirectly, for 
the purposes of the late election. He wish- 
éd this to be well understood by the house, 
and to go forth to the public and to the 
world, and he would not pledge his credit 
and character upon the assertion, if he had 
not the most positive certainty of its truth. 
Tliere had not been a single shilling issued, 
reither of secret service money, ror of any 
other fund, levied ppon the public, for such 
an unworthy purpose. These were the 
only two points upon which charges could 
be brought for undue intetference against 
government. He had answered the char; 
that had been brought against him to the 
best of his judgment, atid he took that op- 
portunity of protesting against the doctrine, 
that the individuals Who may compose an 


administration, had not the sanie right as 
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othersto give their individual influcticé ang 
support to sucli candidates as they may pre. 
fer. The lon. gent here briefly recapitulat 


that the exercise of any unconstitutional in 
fluence was as repugnant to his own feelitigs 
as it would be hostile to the wishés of thosé 
with whoni he was connected, and by whdni 
he had been placed in the situation he thea 
held. If he had been guilty of such éon. 
duct it would have deprived. him of the 


he niost coveted, aid the apprehension of 
what he most valued was, next to his ows 
principles, the best secutity against such wn 
constitutional conduct. He niight have had 


of a much more dangerous tenden¢y thay 
those preferred against him, but he would 
have been ashamed of himself, if he could 
descend to such a course. As he tfusted 
he wa8 incapable of acting in the manner 
imputed, he should with confidente thyow 
himself upon the justice of the house. 

Sit Hemy Mildmay in explanation said, 
that he had not asserted that the petition 
had the sanction of a county meeting. 

Mr. Broderick expressed his surprise at 
the speech of the hon. secretary of the trea 
sury, and had never heard sentinients avow- 
ed in parliament so directly in the teeth of 
the resolution of the house. He said that 
he had property in the county, and he be. 
lieved that the fact was so, but his sitwation 
in the treasury would be more attended to 
by barrack-masters and others, over whom 
the treasury might be supposed to have 
some influence. “The hon. secretary had 
said, that this was not the petition of the 
county. Certainly not. It bad never-been 
presented as such. But it was not his busi- 
ness to say how the voters, who wished to 
petition, were to assearble. He (Mr. B.) 


| was not in the habit of attending clubs, aad 


knew nothing about their mode of proceed- 
ing. But the hon. secretary’s friends on the 
bench near him, might give him any infor- 
mation on ibat head he might require... As 
to the right of government to interfere in 
elections, the hon, secretary had said, thatno 
threat, no improper influence, could have 
been used by the government, without his 
knowledge ; so extensive was his connec- 


stance would prevail much more with the 
the hon, secretary’s property in the county. 


It had been said by a right hon. gent. the 
other night, that this petition ought to have 


ed his former statements, and~ declared — 


good opinion of those whose approbation 


an opportunity of recriminating by charges — 


tion with all its members. This circum- 


barrack-masters than any consideration of — 
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pee presented sooner. He hoped that 
upon reflection he would take a longer view 
duties; When any one 
had a matter Of great and serious moment 
to the interests of the house and of the coun- 
tiv to propose; he ought to have credit for 
fig motives, and to be allowed to bring it 
forward at the time which, in the exercise of 
his own discretion, he might think proper. 
Mr. W. Herbert expressed his satisfaction 
that the stream of calumny which had been 
$3 industriously spread all over the country, 
which ‘had been swelled by every possible 
means abroad, and nourished by insinuations 
even in that house, had been at last brought 
to the test of public investigation. But, 
howéver much he felt satisfied at this, he 


 intist say something respecting the conduct 


of those who presented this petition. They 


- oughtto have presented it at an earlier period. 


But an hon. gent.- had said, that they had 
betn desirious of presenting it at the open- 
ing of the session, but that they had thought 
ptoper to delay the matter till a full atten- 
dance of county members might be expect- 
ed. But what could he say to justify him- 
stlf, if it should appear to be true that the 
petition did not exist at the opening of the 
session, nor had been even in contemplation; 
but that another petition, different from this, 


"and containing no distinct charge against his 


hon. friend, was then intended to be pre- 
sented, but was afterwards abandoned from 
want of grounds? He did not say this light- 
ly; and he took the liberty of adverting to 
itin order to enable the house to judge whe- 
iher this petition was presented from party 
motives, or with a view to the interests of 


justice. He then adverted to the assettions 
that had been made respecting the interfe- 
rence of government in the dock-yards, and 
denied that any improper interference had 
taken place there. For this he had the au- 
therity of the commissioners, and other 
officers of the dock-yards, who declared that 
they had exercised no improper influence 
over the artificers, nor had endeavoured to 
detach such of them as were. connected 
With the other party from their friends and 
connections. This affair of the dock-yards 
was the subject of the other petition, which 
had been abandoned. But having ascertain- 
ed that there were ho substantial grounds 
for this, they had resorted to this unfounded 
charge against his hon. friend. Threats 
and calumnies had been used on the otter 
side, however, even by some invested with 
Magisterial authority. Such ‘threats had 
deen used, not only to procure votes, but to 
force voters to violate their pledges, Afier 
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the able and tanly defence of his hon. friends: 
little remained for him to say on the merits 
of the charge; but he would ask the hon. 
baronet (sir H Mildmay) how he could pro 
duce papers there that had been disavowed 
by another hon. baronet, who had first made 
the statements contained in them. That 
hon. baronet had confessed that fie could 
not pledge himself as to their accuracy, a8 
he was dull of hearing. He insisted on the 
right of the individuals: composing the go- 
vernment, to interfere in elections like any: 
other individuals, and expressed his hope 
that the house would join with him in cen- 
suring the conduct of those who had presen+ 
ted this frivolous and unfounded petition, 
Mr. Jeffery said, that after the bold asserw 
lions made by the secretary of the treas 
that no influence had been used by gover. 
ment, either in Hampshire or any other 
place, he could not rest satisfied with giving 
a silent vote on the question, for fear it might 
be taken as a sympton that he assented to the 
truth of those assertions. He would there 
fore request the attention of the house till he 
gave a few reasons, which came within his 
own knowledge, and whith in fact related 
to himself, to shew the house why he, for 
one, could not place confidence in those ate 
seftions. That vety hon. gent. the secré- 


‘tary of the treasury, had openly and plainly 


told him, that if he again offered himself a3 a 
candidate for Poole, he must not expect the 
influence of government in his favour, whith 
he had formerly experienced, because he 
had in the last parliament opposed and voted 
against the government: that they were 
therefore determined to oppose him. Here . 
some murmurs taking place, Mr. fe 

said, * Nay, hear me out, I have not ha 
done vet.” He then proceeded to say, that 
the secretary of the Treasury went on to in- 
form him, that if he persisted in standing a& 
a candidate, government would endeavour 
to open the borough, and try the right of 
the commonalty, which had once before 
been done without effect. He stated furs 
ther, that after the first government candi: 
date had tried a canvass, and afterwards de- 
clined the contest, it had been publicly no- 
tified that the patronage of government was 
to be given to Michael Angelo Taylor, esq. 
Places which were before promised to cet+ 
tain ons, were actually given-to others, 
in order to obtain their support of the éandi- 
date who opposed ‘him in his native place, 
These and many othér instances of a similar 
kind, shewed, beyond contradiction, that the 
undue influence of government had been 


exerted ; and therefore that the secretary to 
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iard should deny there was any such 
thingy, he should have thought 
Mr, Biddulph.—Sir, the bon. gent. who 
spoke last but one, has, in an ardent and 
energetic manner, called upon the house to 
express its disapprobation of the. principle 
and allegations of the petition, on which the 
motion of the hon. gent. near me is founded. 
Really sir, with the feelings which Ientertain. 
on this subject, and without the least party 
bias, for, in this house, or out of it, [am 
- attached to no political party, I can by no 
means subscribe to the hopes and wishes of 
the hon. gent. nor conceal my opinion that 
the petition is a proper one, introduced on 
proper grounds, and for the introduction of 
which, whatever delay may have been occa- 
sioned, the persons who have taken it up, 
deserve.the warmest gratitude of parliament. 
There have fallen sentiments from the hon. 
nt. whose name is particularly alluded to 
n this petition, which I do confess have 
etruck me with no small share of astonish- 
ment; indeed, when I heard him this night 
asserting the positive right of government 
to interfere, as a government, in the exer- 
cise of the elective franchise, I felt not only 
astonished, but actually dismayed. This, 
sir, isa principle against which it is the duty 
of this house to make astand, and which 
should not be suffered to escape, without 
the individual reprobation of every member 
_- of this house, together with the expressed 
and recorded disavowal of the [egislature. 


'. That hon. gent. has also declared, that no 


kind of undue influence was exerted, during 
the late election, by any department or in- 
dividual of his majesty’s government ; that 
if such influence had been exerted, from 
the situation which he held as Secretary of 
the Treasury, it could not have escapec his 
notice and observation ; in fact, he has told 
us, that it must have actually gone through 
him, as the official channel. With this vo- 
ieee statement from the hon. gent. upon 
this.plain and perspicuous acknowledgment, 
I put it to himself and to the house to decide, 
whether a considerable suspicion does not 
naturally attach to the ee of a per- 
son so connected with his majesty’s govern- 
ment, in the elective rights of the people, 
and whether it did not become a peremptory 
point of duty with the hon. gent. to exercise 
the most scrupulous caution and delicacy, 
in any step, either personal or official, which 
- he might have been induced to take, with re- 
ference to, the election of members of par- 
liament ? _ It has this night come out, that he, 
a public character, did write to the head of 
the Barrack Department of the county of 
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Southampton, a letter, dated from the off. 
cial Chamber of the Treasury, the purport 
of which was, to desire his influence with 
all those connected with that department, 
to obtain their votes for the gentlemen who 
had started on the ministerial interest. Ip 
what way, I ask, was such a communication 
to be received by the officers of that depart. 
ment? or what impression must sucha re 
quest, on the part of a gentleman who held 
a high official situation ina branch of the 
government with which the Barrack De. 
partment had frequent intercourse, have: 
made on the persons thus addressed? I do 
seriously contend, that such a communica. 
tion must be considered as one of those suite 
of orders they were in the habit of receiv. 
ing from the Treasury. Arguing from m 
own view of the case, [ conceive, that su 
was the natural impression of, that request, 
and that the officers or persons to whom the 
application was made, did consider such ap. 
Eton directly official. But the house has 
een told, that not one of the officers em- 
ployed in that department, did actually. vote 
for either of the candidates, who were sup. 
posed to possess the influence of government, 
Such a circumstance, in no degree changes 
the view of the case, nor in any manner les 
sens the charge of undue influence, if that 
charge be otherwise well-founded.’ The ia- 
fluence was not to operate on the officers of 
the Barrack Department alone; but it was to 
be exercised by, those officers over the ne 
merous persons they may be fairly supposed 
to be connected with, and under the direct 
controul of, the Barrack department. For 


‘instance, the owners of barns hired out for 


barracks; the dealers in hay, oats and those 
various other articles, which that, branch of 
our establishment so particulary demands, 
With the merits of this petition, 1 was totally 


unacquainted, until this night. ra opinion 


Ihave formed from what has fallen from 
the hon. gent. who have preceded me in 
this discussion. From the acknowledgment 
of the hon. gent. the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, I do feel, that the privileges of this 
house, and the liberties of the people, have 
received, by his influence, in the county 
of Southampton, a constitutional stab, and 
that it becomes a paramount duty with the 
representatives of the, people, to immediate: 
ly interfere. With such a conviction, I shall 
certainly support the motion for referring 
this petition to a committee of privileges, 
Mr, Fremantle, in. explanation, said that 
he meant that the individuals in the governs 
ment had as good a right to interfere as those 


of a corporate body. As to the other. pose 
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fion, he only said that unconstitutional inter- 
ference could not have come through the 
Treasury without his knowledge ; for other 
departments he had distinctly stated others 
would be responsible. 
Mr. Charles Jenkinson rose, and in a 
maiden speech, addressed the house as fol- 
lows:—T rise, Sir, with feelings of pride and 
satisfaction, to acknowledge myself as one 
of those who have lent their names to the 
petition which at present engages the atten- 
tion of the house. [ subscribed it from the 
strong conviction I felt of the truth of its 
allegations, and with an ardent hope that 
the house of commouvs would interpose its 
constitutional protection between the privi- 
leges of the elective body, and the destruc- 
tive strides of ministerial encroachment. 
These feelings originated in my mind, not 
. from the solitary case of the county of 
Southampton; they were justified by the 
conduct and hostility which I myself ex- 
perienced, as one of those individuals 


against whom the sliafts of ministerial in- 


fluence were strongly, but unsuccessfully 
directed. At Dover, for which port I have 
the honour of being a representative, tiereare 
two parties; the one immediately under the 
influence of the Victualling Board, the other 
controuled by the Ordnance Departinent. 


From such causes, a number of the electors 
had determined to give one vote at the re- 
quest of the principals iu these respective 
branches, reserving to themselves the right 
of supporting me with the second. This 
determination was not in uuison with the 
inclinations of his miajesty’s gove:nment, 
and a communication was absolutely made 
to all persons in the various gradations of 
employment under the boards I have men- 
tioned, that whoever voted for my return, 
would be dispossessed of the situation he held 
and be actually deprived of his livelihood. 
To the honour of some of my constituents, 
they waited on me, and apprised me of 
their intention to adhere to their promises, 
even at the hazard of their personal inte- 
rests. The house will do me the justice to 
believe, that, under such circumstances, I 
immediately released them from their pre- 
vious engagements to me; whilst the fear 
of ministerial persecution operated so much 
with others, as to force them, at the altar of 
their God, to disregard the sacred pledge 
they had given; the place of election being 
there held in the Church, by a peculiar 
custom. From this plain statement, the 
house and the country will be able to decide 
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on the merits of his majesty’s ministers, and 
on the general principle which governed 
them during the late election. 

Mr. Tierney observed, that the opener 
and seconder of the motion had, at least, 
the merit of having been candid aud explicit 
in their statement of facts, aud these being 
completely in the possession of the house, 
there was 0 occasion to go into a committee 
for the purpose of further investigation. 


-What further had the house to learn? The 
hon. baronet had read the papers once, 


and some of them even twice, and had 
made his observations upon them. What, 

then, could be gained by going into a com- — 
mittee? And he would ask, whether such a 
breach of privilege bad been proved, as | 
rendered the matter worthy of investigation 
by a committee of privileges? It had been 
stated, that he had said that the petition 
had been too long delayed. He had said 
so, and avowed it. It.was signed, he ob- 
served, by several members of parliament, 
and these might have brought forward the 
business without any petition, and ought 


to have done it the first moment it was 


possible. Such was the anxiety of the 
house to cousider questions of privilege, . 
that they had the pecedence of every 
other business, and this question might 
have been discussed even before his’ ma- 
jesty’s speech. The inference he drew from 
this was, that they did not think this breach 
of privilege as one of much consequence, 
aud had accordingly allowed it to sleep for 
a time for some purpose or other. It had 
been said, he did not know with what truth, 
that it was in order to find the right peti- 
tion; which an hon. member had signed, 
supposiig it to be another petition, and he 
was sorry he was not present, for if he had 
been in the house, he thought it possible he 
would have confessed that he did not know 
what he had signed. His hon. friend (Mr. 
Fremantle) had observed, that he had*no 
previous notice of the charge which it was 
meant to bring against him. But whatcould 
be said of au hon. gent. (Mr. Jeffery,) who 
had brought a most serious charge against 
an hon. member, not ‘only without notice, 
but even in his absence? A more indeco- 
rous, a more unprecedented proceeding, and 
a conduct more improper from one geatle- 
man to another never was witnessed.—(A 
loud cry of order, order.) r 

_Mr. Spencer Stanhope rose and said, 
that during the long time that he had sat in 
parliament, he never heard more improper 
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and more unparliamentary language from 
one gentleman to another. He called upon 
the Chair to say whether that was proper 


~ language to use in that house. 


The Speaker said, that certainly in the 
sense in which the hon. gent. understood 
them, the words might as well have been 
spared. 

Mr. Tierney in continuation asked, whe- 
ther it could be thought that it was his ob- 
ject to make two gentlemen quarrel? If his. 
words could be supposed to have that ten- 


pons the hon. gent. had to be sure very 
auch 


mended the matter. He would not, 


. however, be led away by the broad hint 


which the hon. gent. had thrown out. A 


_ Fight hon. gent. over the way (Mr. Rose) 


had said on a former night, that this was 


“ unprecedented conduct on the part of 
overn 


ment. Such a petition as this might, 

ed, be called unprecedented, and yet 
after all the search of the right hon. 
gent. he could find nothing but this charge, 
which in truth amounted to nothing. If 


-it had been brought in as an illustration of 


something else, as other illustrations had 
been made use of, then it might have been 
good for something, but as it stood now ii 
was nothing. What was the letter? It was 


one by which his hon. friend begged a fa- 
~vour of another person. To be sure; if 


he had been an older practitioner he might. 
have dated his letter from Stanhope-street, | 
where he lived, and sent it by his servant. 
That was the whole of the argament with 
respect to the date from the Treasury 
Chambers. But the gentlemen on the 
other side were all aghast at the Treasury 
Chambers. But general Hewitt would 
know very well who Mr. Fremantle was, 
without the mention of the Treasury Cham- 
bers, and could no doubt tell, at any rate, 
what part government would wish him to 
take. If the letter had been sent to general 
Héwitt to be handed about, to be sure that 
would have been another matter. But 


_ it was a private letter entirely. Then, 


what effects had it been attended with? 
‘What advantage had it produced? It wasnot 
pretended that it had produced any. The 
fact wasknown. His hon. friend had sent 
‘a letter to general Hewitt, general Hewitt 
applied te major Davies, and major Davies 
refused to comply with the request, except 
he had permission to go from his comman- 
der in chief. Did this look likea deep laid 
plan? The resolution of the house against 


‘interference meant the exercise of improper 


influence; it supposed an order. But here 
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there was no order, but merely @ request 
that general Hewitt should assist one who 
was the writer's particular friend. He 
would ask whether the house ought to 
waste one moment by going into such a 
committee as was proposed? If general 
Hewitt was here, and if the question should 


| be put to him, whether he had received the 


letter, he would answer that he had; that 
he had- sent it to major Davies, and. that. 
major Davies wrote that he would not go 
without the consent of his commanding of. 
ficer; and that he, general Hewitt, had 
told major Davies,. that if he went it 
would not be at the public expence. All 
this was perfectly well known, and there 
was therefore no occasion for going into a 
committee. The bon. baronet knew the 
voters, and yet he could specify none that 
had been procured by corrupt practices, 
None were given or withheld in conse. 
quence of threats. He could collect no 
precedents, because no opposition ever pre- 
sented such a petition. He defied them to 
shew one instance in which a threat had 
been employed by government to influence 
a vote. If any such instance could be 
shewn, it certainly should not have his 
countenance. ‘To ask a man for his vote 
was no offence whatever, but to threaten to 
turn him out of office unless he voted for 
a particular person was certainly a breach 
of privilege. But nothing of this sort was 
charged. Gentlemen might say what they 
pleased in their speeches, but all that they 
proved was, that a letter had been sent from 
the treasury chambers, which an old prae- 
titioner would have dated from a different | 
place. This was the whole of the proof,’ 
and, he would ask whether, after all the 
abuse which had been heaped upon govern- 
ment, they did not rise in credit when it 
was perceived on what frivolous grounds all 
this abuse was founded? 'The han. baronet 
might wish to go into a committee; and if 
there was any thing new to be proved, then, 
when it was known what ‘it was, it would be 
proper to consider whether the motion 
should be agreed to. But really this peti- 
tion was the most extraordinary, and on the 
part of the members of parliament who’ 
had signed it, one of the amost foolish thet 
he had ever witnessed. Out.of 112 votes, 


‘there were 6 or 7 members of parliament 


who thus presented a petition to themselves, 
No county meeting bad been called. A 
certain number of gentlemen in 

had, after 9 weeks considesatior, at’ last, 
framed this petition, and got some of fheit 
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tenants and dependants to sign it. He knew 
none of these voters except the members of 
parliament. However, said the right hon. 
gent. you view this measure, or in whatever 
way the house may please tu consider it, it 
‘will be found amere party thing, manufactur- 
ed for party purposes, and which certainly re- 
flects no credit on the manufacturer. But, 
sir, the hon. gentlemen are young in op- 
position, and as all trades must have a be- 


. ginning, we may fairly infer, that that great 


reformer, the right hon. gent. on the other 
side (Mr. Rose), may, in the course of 
some few years, arrive at considerable emi- 
nence on the opposite bench—(a laugh) 
Again, I do insist that no case has been 


_ made out ‘to warrant a proceeding, never 


instituted but against un actual inftinge- 
ment of the privileges of this house, or a 
violation of the liberties of the people. 
For the extravagant length to which party 
views may drive hon. gentlemen, I can 
make some allowance ; but there are limits 
to party feelings, which should not be over- 
leaped; and, indeed, I must declare my 
conviction, that a question of this kind and 
description, coming from such a quarter, 
can provoke no other sensation than that 
of disgust (Hear! hear!) ‘That a Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the last 10 years, un- 
der all the well known and admitted circum- 
stances of those 10 years, should accuse a 

nt Secretary of unjust interference in 
the rights of election, aud of an unconstitu- 
tional system of menace, in promoting that 
influence, is one of those extreme examples 
of human audacity, which the history of an 
irritated faction can only display. 

Sir H. Mildmoy iw explauation said, he 
had stated only the written evidence. 
There was much other evidence ready to 
be produced before the committee, not 
only with respect to the interference of the 
treasury, but also of other departments of 
government, and particularly involving the 
conduct of the comptroller of the navy. 

Mr. Canning hoped that the right hon. 
gent. who spoke last on the other side, 
would permit him to qualify his observation, 
that nothing was so extraordinary as a mo- 
tion of this kind proceeding from the quar- 
ter in which it originated, by telling him, 
that it was equally extraordinary that such 
a motion should meet with such a recep- 
tion in the quarter it which it was opposed. 
in the earlier part of his parliamentary life, 
he remembered motions of parliamentary 


‘Feform, strongly urged by the right hon. 


Vou, VI, 


gent. and those about him. It was fortu- 
nate for the country that those gentlemen 
were now placed ina situation in which 
their influence upon the couneils of the so- 
vereign, and the share they had in directing 
the measures of parliament, gave them an 
opportunity of carrying into effect their ideas 
upon this subject. The public would now 
know what were the hon. gent.’s improved 
and correct ideas with respect to the object 
for which they clamoured so loudly before. 
The whole of the parliamentary reform they 
meant to carry into effect was, the unlimited 
and barefaced interposition of that govern- 
ment influence, the exertion of which, they 
without foundation, imputed to other go- 
vernments as the worst of crimes. It was 


argued by the hon. gent. that because he 


and his friends had thought proper on for- 
mer occasions to prefer groundless com- 
plaints of this nature, they might now in re- 
ality retort the evil, tenfold, and this was 
the way the hon. gent. and his friends re- 
deemed their pledges of parliamentary re- 


form. The bon. gent. told the house, that — 


it ought io see no ground of suspicion in a 
letter written by the secretary of the trea- 
sury to the head of a principal department 
of the public service, a department having 
greater influence in Hampshire than in any 
other county, to use his influence in favour 
of a particular candidate. He would not 


himself say, that such a letter was a ground - 


for pronouncing the writer and his prin- 
cipals guilty. But he thought the house 
would hardly be of opinion that there was 
not in it strong ground for suspicion, and 
for inquiry. He professed the highest res- 
pect for the hon. gent. whose name was 
coupled with the charge preferred to the 
petition. He had never heard the hon. 
gent.’s pame mentioned otherwise than with 
respect, except in the petition. He had 
never witnessed a more honourable, a more 
candid, or a more affecting appeal to the 
sense of the house, than the hon. gent. had 
made, There was no part of that appeal 
which was not creditable to the hon. gent. 


as an individual;y,Any complaint that his 


interposition in the election might be-liable 
to, could attach only to his official capacity. 
Nothing was more true than that the pei- 
sons composing a government were not dis- 
qualified from exerting their rights as indi- 
viduals, in common with every other sub- 
ject ;-but they should cxert them with cau- 
tion, sq that it should always appear to Le 


the individual right they exerted, and not 
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the power and influence of the government. 
The hon. gent. might have written to his 
private connections and dependants, with 
all possible zeal and ardour to exert them- 
selves to promote the election of his friends. 
But the ground of complaint was, that the 
letter was addressed, not by Mr. Fremantle, 
a gentleman of property and a freeholder 
of Hampshire, to general Hewitt, a person 
of private connection in that county, but 
from Mr. Fremantle, secretary of the trea- 
sury, to general Hewitt, head of the bar- 
rack department, claiming the exertions of 
his influence through all the ramifications, 
connections, and dependancies of that de- 
partment. It could not justly be assumed, 
that this was the only instance of the undue 
interposition of government in this election. 
e expression of his hon. friend “ Ex uno 
isce omnes,” was in itself an assurance 
that there were many similar instances ; and 
the petition stated this one, only as a spe- 
cimen of a multitude of other facts which 
were to be brought forward, and which the 
petitioners were ready to prove. It was not 
for him to say, how far the allegations of 
the petition would be made out; but as a 
member of parliament, he would say, that 
the petitioners having stated such facts, and 
having declared themselves ready to prove 
them, it would require much stronger rea- 
sons than he had heard, to justify the dis- 
missal of the petition without proper atten- 
tion and respect. The hon. gent. towards 
the close of his speech, cited a former in- 
stance of a friend of his (Mr. Jervoise), 
who had been turned out of the represen- 
tation of the county of Hants, by the inter- 
position of the power of government; and 
the hon. gent. argued from this, that the 
interposition of government to turn out the 
old representative in the present instance, 
was but a fair reprisal. But what excuse 
was it to the freeholders of the county of 
Hants, that their independence was to be 
continually invaded, because the reprisal 
was allowable on the part of those who 
might happen to be at the time in power, 
and whose friend might have formerly re- 
ceived a wrong, which they thought proper 
to retaliate? ‘But, was it to be argued or 
suffered, that from this assumed right of 
rty reprisal, the county of Hants should 
be eternally disfranchised 3 If such repri- 
sals were suffered, it could be only on 
the principle, that as Hampshire was accus- 
tomed to such invasions of its rights, it could 
suffer no pain from any fresh instance of it; 
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but was it to be argued, 


(772, 
a principle moye unjust and more outra- 
geous than any he had ever heard main. 
tained. The petition which had been allu- 
ded to by the hon. gent. and in which the 
mover and seconder of the present motion 
were complainants, was exactly similar to 
the present; the only difference was, that 
some of those who then complained of the 
invasion, argued now, that it would be 
foolish to listen to a complaint of similar . 
invasion. The complaint was then backed. 
by lord Carnarvon, and now lord Carnarvon 
was on the other side. That was the only 
difference between the cases. The general 
principle of the hon, gent. was, that be- 
cause Hampshire was used to being wrong- 
ed, its wrongs should never be redressed ; 
for when injuries of the highest magnitude 
were stated, it was thought quite sufficient 
in bar of redress to turn round short, and 
state, that others had been guilty of similar 
invasions. ‘There was another peculiarity 
with respect to Hampshire, that the case on 
which the house came to the resolution, 
condemning the duke of Chandos, arose in 
that county. The resolution of the house 
upon that case declared it to be highly cri- 
minal, and a breach of the privileges of 
the house, to be visited by severe ani- 
madversions, that an officer of the govern- 
ment should interfere directly or indirectly 
in the election of members to serve in the 
commons house of parliament. If the in- 
terference in that instance were compared 
with the interference in the present instance, 
no man would hesitate to say, that the in- 
terference in the present instance was more 
direct and immediate. It was argued, that 
the duke of Chandos was as a peer prohibit- 
ed from interfering by law; but it was his 
interference as au officer of government 
that: the resolution stigmatized. . Another 
complaint was, that the facts contained in the 
complaints of the petitioners had not been 
brought forward as soon as the hon. gent. 
opposite wished, that they were not prepared. 
as the hon. gent. wished, that they were not 
the same facts he wished ; other modes of 
bringing the matter forward ought to have’ 
been resorted to, according to the opinions 
of the hon. gent. and individuals ought not 
to have been feasted and pampered up for 
the purpose of sacrificing them on the occa- 
sion (a laugh). It was very likely that the 
entertainment, as it was served up at pre- 
sent, was not to the taste of the hon. gent. ; 
at when governr 
ment had invaded the rights and indepen 
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dence of a county, and pleaded custom as 
a ground for denying redress, the house of 
commons should refuse to inquire into the 
grounds of a petition complaining of the 
injury, and invade another right of the sub- 
ject, merely because the form of the petition 
in question might be disagreeable to those 
whose crime was its substance? Was the 
house to call for and compare all rough 
drafts, and amendments of the several peti- 
tions that had been sketched previous to 
the one finally presented? Was the house, 
in assuming a right which it did not pos- 


sess, to lose sight of the due exercise of a 


duty which was incumbent upon it? He 


heard it was maintained in another 


place, that the influence of government was 
a sort of paternal influence, which might 
as properly be exercised over the people as 
that of a landlord over the tenant. He 
had not heard that sentiment uttered here 
so broadly. But when so important a per- 
son as the secretary of the treasury stated 
any thing bordering upon it, it became the 
house to guard against it in the outset, par- 
ticularly when that secretary of the trea- 
sury stated that he had come into office 
at acritical period, and that the whole 
business of the elections was in his hands. 
He was: glad to find the hon. gent. had 
estates in Hampshire; but he could not 
have estates in every county, or houses in 
every borough. He must think, upon the 
whole of the circumstances, that the letter 
to general Hewitt was written, not as a let- 
ter from one private freel:older to another, 
but in the character of Mr. Fremanile, 
secretary to the treasury, having the charge 
of managing the general election, to the 
person at the head of the barrack depart- 
ment, claimiug the exertion of his extensive 
But it was argued the house 
ought to have no jealousy of a petition 
complaining of this interference, and an 
hon. gent. who represented the county of 
Hants, recommended that the petition should 
be dismissed, and thrown back with dis- 
grace upon the heads of those who had 
preferred it. This would hardly be of 
service to the hon. gent. in another similar 
crisis of difficulty, whether he might or 
might not happen to have a friend in the 
situation of secretary to the treasury, and 
having a freehold in Hampshire, He had 
trusted that it would not have been neces- 
ay for him to speak upon this question ; 
and though he had a high respect for some 
of the petitioners, he would have remained 
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silent, had not the arguments offered on the 
opposite called for these observations. He 
had hoped that such a petition, moved and 
seconded by such persons, would have met 
with universal concurrence. He was ready to 
allow, that if the petitioners could not prove 
their allegations, the strength of the lan, 
guage in which they expressed their com: 
plaints ought to subject them to some cen- 
sure. But that the strength of the language 
should be made a ground for rejecting the 
petition, when those who signed it pro- 
fessed themselves ready to prove their al- 
legations, was what appeared to him most 
extraordinary and most unjustifiable, and 
therefore he would give one vote at least te 
preserve the house from the censure that 
must fall upon it, if the petition should be 
dismissed without proper consideration, 
Mr. William Adam considered this as 
a question of general parliamentary law, 
which ought to be discussed upon general 
principles. He thought the concluding 
doctrines of the right hon. gent.’s speech 
were not fit to be delivered in that house, 
He thought, besides, that it was not candid 
or fair for those gentlemen who were long 
in the habit of speaking in that house, who 
had learned the perfect management of 
their ideas in the delivery of them, and who, 
in the midst of their speech, could exercise 
their judgment and deliberation on every 
sentence they uttered, to lay hold so eager- 
ly of an expression that fell from a mem- 
ber who was utterly inexperienced in pub- 
lic speaking, and who immediately ex 
plained that expression which at first sight 
appeared so objectionable. He did not 
think it was fair or candid to take such 
an advantage of a mere slip of the tongue— 
a lapsus linguze of a member inexperienced 
in debate. ‘This was a question which cer- 
tainly was not to be determined by the pe- 
culiar circumstances of Hampshire, but 
upon the general constitutional law. In 
the first place, it could not be said that 
there was any act of parliament which pre- 
vented a Secretary of the Treasury from 
canvassing, as well as any other man, for 
those persons whose interest he espoused, 
There was a positive law which disfran- 
chised certain revenue: officers, but that 
did not at all apply to the case of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. If there was no act 
which bore upon the present. case, neither 
was there any resolution of that house, 
The resolution of 1779 was on very differ- 
j ent grounds. It had been resolved, tha 
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it was a breach of the privileges of that 
house, for e peer, or a lord lieutenant of a 
county, to interfere in the election of mem- 
bers to serve in that house. The duke of 
Chandos, on whose letter the resolution of 
1779 was founded, was both a peer and a 
lord lieutenant of the county; and he was 
at the same time a lord of the bed-chamber. 
Those circumstances which made it a breach 
of privilege for the noble duke to interfere, 
did not at all apply to the present case. The 
right hon. gent. had allowed that it would 
be perfectly fairfor the hon. gent. to canvass 
his friends, tenants,andconnections. Where 
then, was the line to be drawn? Would it 
be said that he might canvass his friend A. 
but not canvass his friend B. because he 
had a place? As it was not stated that any 
thing newwould come forth beforea commit 
tee, which had not already been stated to the 
house, he thought it would be contrary to 
their dignity to refer frivolous matters to 
a tribunal of such importance as their com- 
mittee of privileges. He thought the issue 
of the examination must be an acquittal of 
the hon. secretary. 

Lord Folkestone observed that the 
learned gent. need not have entered into an 
apology for the hon. secretary, as he was 
of opinion that the hon. secretary himself 
had already urged, with some effect, that 
this letter was not within the law of parlia- 
ment. Yet he was still of opinion, that 
this letter, which was but a small part of 
the grievances stated in the petition, though 
it could not by itself substantiate a direct 
charge against the hon. secretary, might, in 
. conjunction with the other accusations 
stated in the petition, be a very fit subject 
to be laid before a committee, should the 
house think fit to adopt the motion. He 
allowed that the members of government 
had a right to interfere in elections as pri- 
vate individuals; but he could consider the 
letter from the secretary of the treasury to 
the barrack-master-general, in this case, 
only as an official letter. It was under- 

stood as such by those whose conduct it 
was to influence. He was surprised that 
the gentlemen on the other side should not 
assentto the motion, in consideration of their 
own honour, of the honour of the county 
of Hants, and of the house of commons. 
He understood that much further grounds 
of crimination were to be brought forward ; 
and particularly a letter from one of the 
ether public boards, signed by the secre- 
tary. On this ground he wished to go into 


Mr. Johnstone thought that there could 
not be a more serious question submitted 
to the house, as touching its own privileges; 
than whether a secretary of the treasury 
should be allowed in his office, perhaps using 
the seal of office, and sending his dispatch by 
official messengers, to write to all those un- 
der the influence of government, and direct 
them how they were to give their votes in 
the election of members of that house. 
He would readily agree with the hon. and 
learned member, that the hon. secretary, 
as well as every other member of govern- 
ment, might lawfully exert themselves for 
the success of their friends in their indi- 
vidual capacity. But there was not, he 
thought, a man in the house, nor in the coun- 
try, who could really believe, that it was 
merely in his individual capacity that the 
secretary of the treasury acted, upon the 
late election for Hampshire. A letter to 


the barrack-inaster, to use his influence in 
his departinent, could be hardly understood 


as the mere canvass of an individual. The 
letter had also in its direction, “On his 
majesty’s service.” This added, if any 
thing could be added, to the official charac- 
ter of the letter written by the secretary of 
the treasury. He was surprised that this 
should be mentioned as a single case, for he 
believed that almost every member in that 
house knew that this was no detached case. 
but that letters nearly similar were written, 
by the same secretary of the Treasury to 
almost every corner of the kingdom... He 
could himself have produced a letter which 
he had seen (if he had been prepared for 
this debate), whichthe same secretary of the 
treasury sent to a poor voter in Yorkshire, 
whose name he even did not know, and 
that was in his public capacity. It never 
could be said, that all these letters were 
written merely in his ifidividual capacity as 
Mr. Fremantle. The right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Tierney), once belonged to an administration 
that did not exercise that sort of influence, 
and who did not direct their secretaries of 
the treasury to write such letters. Under 
that administration, a parliamentwas chosen 
about four years ago, by the free choice of 
the voters; and it was, probably, because it 
was so chosen, that the present ministers 
could not suffer it to exist any longer. 
He called upon those who wished to pre- 
vent the undue influence of government 
from extending to every county, city, and 
borough in the county, to vote for going 
into the committee. 
Mr. Bathurst saw no reason to ¢o igto a 
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committee of privileges, when there were | 
no facts touching privilege to be authenti- 
cated. The facts in this case were clear, 
and the construction was obvious. If any 
gentleman thought there was foundation for 
amotion of censure, he might bring it for- 
ward. The house of commons would hard- 
ly go into a committee of privileges to fish 
out grievances now unknown. The fact 
stated in the petition was all the house could 
attend to. It was extremely improper to 
' jntroduce the name of the comptroller of 
the navy, or of any other person, without a 

cific foundation. Mr. Fremantle had 
Tetwred that he had written the letter mere- 
ly in his individual capacity, and there was 
noreason to presume the contrary. The 
petition stated, that the petitioners believed 
Mr. Fremantle had no property in the coun- 
ty of Hants, but it now appeared he had; 
and thus far the petition preceeded on 

unds, It was an unfair exaggeration to 
state that it had been argued by his hon. 
friend (Mr. Tierney), that because the 
county of Hants had been often violated, 
it was not entitled to redress. His right 
hon. friend, while remarking upon the ex- 
traordinary zeal shewn on this occasion by 
some hon. gentlemen on the other side, had 
contended that there was no violation in the 
present case. The right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Canning) had declared, he did not mean 
to impute any guilt, but merely inferred 
ground for suspicion. Some persons were 
always disposed to put the worst construc- 
tion, He hoped the house would not do 
so. He thought it no disgrace to the peti- 
tion not to go into a committee upon it. 
No two cases could be more distinct than 
the present and that of the duke of Chandos, 
who, was lord lieutenant of the county, and 
apeer of parliament. The facts, and the 
construction in this case were clear, and, 
therefore, there was nothing for which to 
go into the committee. 

Mr. Perceval began by observing, that he 
had heard in the courseof the debate a general 
expression of surprise : one set of gentlemen 
were surprised at the manner in which this 
charge had been brought forward: another 
at the charge itself. A noble lord, who had 
just sat down, had freely expressed his sur- 
prise at the strange reception this petition had 
met with from his majesty’s ministers in that 
house ; and the noble lord was surprised at 
sucha reception, because the noble lord 
thought such a line of conduct inconsistent 
with those professions in favour of free and 


liberal inquiry into all alledged abuses of a 
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public nature, which were ever in the 
mouths of the men comprising the present 
government-of the country. He, for his 
part, could not be brought to think that the 
reason assigned was at all a satisfactory one, 
for to be told that the present administration 
were in every instance acting in direct in- 
consistency with their professions when out 
of power, would have produced in his mind 
sensations very opposite to those of surprite. 
No; of all other emotions, surprise was that 
| from which he was at that moment most free. 
What had been the conduct of ministers 
upon that night he had long since learned to 
anticipate from what had been their conduct 
upon all occasions that involved the sinceri- 
ty of their former professions, in the bold 
and unblushing contradiction of their prac- 
tice. He therefore was prepared to receive 
that fresh instance of their good faith and 
consistency, as completely of a piece with 
all their other proceedings; for however they 
might, night after night, uniformly, pursue 
that conduct which when out of office they 
as uniformly decried, they had been, since 
they came into office, at least consistent in 
their systematic perseverance in contradict- 
ing, both in their language and their mea- 
sures, all the mighty and high- 
flying theories which in so great a measure 
characterized that deceased body of refor- 
mers. What, for instance, had been the 
language upon the former night when that 
petition was presented? No less than mu- 
tual congratulation was given and exchanged 
by the gentlemen upon the opposite side; 
they were rejoiced, forsooth ! that the period — 
of triumph and inquiry had at length arrived; 
that investigation the most strict would 
end in acquittal the most honourable; that 
the poison of calumny which had been so 
generally and insiduously circulated would 
be checked in its dissemination, and that its 
propagators would be justly exposed to the 
vehgeance due from injured innocence and 
honour, to the latent promoters of malevo- 
lent aspersions, and wanton acccusations. 
Such was the language of the other side a 
few nights since, and what had it been 
then? No longer courting inquiry ; no 
longer vaunting their anticipated triumphs of 
tried and approved innocence over ground- 
less calumny, but evading past protestations, 
shrinking from the investigation called for, 
and to which they had pledged themselves ; 
one night congratulating the country-upon 
the prospect of immediate inquiry, and the 
next generously threatening to punish and 
to disgrace the very man who had given 
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them this so much desired opportunity of 
inquiry by presenting that petition, and 
praying that that house would admit them 
to prove upon incontrovertible evidence the 
truth of the alledged charges upon which 
that petition rested. He confidently put 
it to ministers, if they could have the cou- 
rage to ask\a house of commons to pass a 
vote of censure on the man who had been 
instrumental in bringing about an inquiry 
upon a great question involving the privi-| 
leges of that house? He put it boldly to 
those gentlemen, whether they would be 
tempted to proceed to such a length, as not 
’ only to resist inquiry, but to punish the pro- 
moters of that investigation which the gen- 
tlemen themselves a few nights since 
thought so necessary to the great ends of 
general justice, to the assertion of the rights 
of the country, to this vindication of the 
impeached and questioned character of the 
government, and to the due maintenance 
of the dignity of the house of commons? 
Was it, he asked, treating the country, or 
the privileges of that house, or their own 
involved character, with common decency, 
to meet a grave and solemn charge with 
such a ludicrous mixture of levity and fear, 
flying from all the most serious arguments 
‘and a statement of the most weighty facts, 
to the miserable refuge of a joke, or to,the. 
as frivolous attempt of justifying criminality 
by affected recrimination? Wheu he heard 
gentlemen say that they did not wish to 
recriminate (because for the very best rea- 
sons that they could not), and yet do so by 
insinuation, he could not think highly either 
of their candour or their logic. As to the 
ntlemen concerned, he was glad to see 
that it had not been taken up in any per- 
sonal way by gentlemen on either side. 
He did not think it at all went to affect the 
hon. genileman’s personal character ; he 
did the best he could to recommend him. 
self to the government under which he 
acted; and there was no doubt that he had, 
in that instance particularly, recommended 
himself to the noble lord at the head of the 
‘treasury ; and he was sure that that noble 
Jord would not in the least degree think 
the hon. gent. a worse secretary on account 
ef his zeal and activity in that instance. 
Asto the objection of there being but a 


single fact upon which the motion for going | 


into a committee rested, he thought it a 
sufficient answer to refer to the allegations 
jn the petition itself, and particularly the 
form of words, from which it was impos- 
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sible not to infer a generality of charges, 
as in the terms with which the charge 
against the honourable gentleman was intro. 
duced “ among other instances,” and also 
that the same undue influence had been 
resorted to “ in various departments”: did 
these words warrant the strange assertion 
that the committee was to go into inquiry 
upon oxe fact only? But even of this fact 
the document was attempted to be ques. 
tioned. What was this document ?—A let. 
ter from the secretary of the treasury to 
lieutenant-general Hewitt, at the head of 
the barrack department. It had been said 
that the hon. secretary was a freeholder, 
but did it appear that the general was a 
freeholder ? From the formal manner of 
the note too, it was evident that if the two 
gentlemen were at all acquainted, it must 
have been in the slightest degree ; and yet 
the object of this letter was to solicit no 
less an obligation than the general's influ. 
ence and support on an ensuing election. 
He begged the general to use his influence, 
and with whom ?—not with his tenants; 
‘hot with his friends, but with those imme- 
diately in his department—with major Da- 
vies and others in the barrack departinent. 
Would it not, then, be a mockery to con- 
tend any longer that such a letter was mere- 
ly au innocent communication between two 
innocent freeholders? But, if the interpre: 
tation of this letter was_ still to be a ques- 
tion, he would have recourse to the usual 
mode of determining the interpretation in 
such cases—the manner in which the En- 
glish was understood by the Englishman to 
to whom that English was addressed. And 
how did general Hewitt interpret this am- 
biguous enigma? In such a manner as 
prompted him to act up to its true spirit, 
by promoting the influence he had been 
officially commissioned to promote ; and in 
his letter, how had the general spoken of 
the honourable secretary? Not as a free- 
holder—not as a private gentleman having 
certain weight and certain connections in the 


what would be the consequence? What 4 


precedent will ministers have ta 


b 
| 
| 
| | 
county; but merely as secretary of the trea- 
sury—as an officer of the government com- 
municating the will of the government, in 
order thereby to influence the decision of an’ 
entire department, comprehending in itself no 
. small proportion of the interests and feelings 
of the county in queston, If the house re- 
jected this petition, notwithstanding the 
strong grounds upon which it was supported, 


> 
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poast of in this precious sample of their 
treasury correspondence! Then may they 
fix a treasurer in every county, in every 
town, in every borough, then may each 
member circulate through his respective 
parrack departinent, the decree of the go- 
yernment against the subject’s birthright ; 
provided only that they keep within the 
cautious limits of their precious precedent ; 
rovided only they do not pronounce 
actual menace; provided only they do not 
convey, through the medium of an inno- 
cent freeholder’s letter, a bribe taken from 
the public money; provided they keep 
within such limits they were safe; the pre- 
cedent of that night would bear them out, 
and they would again find a house of com- 
mons who would countenance them in 
the breach of that house’s privileges, and 
in the violation of the subject's constitution- 
al rights, provided only that in the act of 
such breach and violation, the forms of 
discreetness and decorum prescribed in the 
present precedent, be observed. The hon. 
and learned gent. concluded with an carnest 
advice to ministers to depart from that line 
of conduct which no talents could ultimate- 
ly rescue from the indignant animadversion 
of the country; friends might be for the 
time partial, but rectitude of intention, 
integrity of principle, and consistency of 
conduct, were the best, perhaps the only 
means of permanently securing that power, 
which he hoped they would endeavour to 
maintain by better means than those by 
which they had succeeded in acquiring it. 
Lord Howick remarked that thehon. and 
learned gent. with the most studious atten- 
tion, and with the utmost exertion of his 
ingenuity, conld not find any means of 
fairly censuring his majesty’s government. 
If, however, he had not been able to bring 
their conduct collectively as an administra- 
tion before the house, and before the public, 


_ he nevertheless had found some opportunity 


of attacking them in the person of a gentle- 
man connected with his majesty’s govern- 
ment, and in so doing, he had made one of the 
most declamatory speeches thathadever been 
heard within the walls of that house; he had 
outdone.all his former outdoings, he might 
be said to have out-Heroded Herod himself. 
He had repeated what had been upwards 


of twenty times before repeated in. that 


house—a charge than which, from the 
generality of its nature, none’ was more.easi- 
ly made, nor more difficult to be refuted ; 
he had charged him and the persons with 
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whom he acted, with having deserted those 
principles which regulated their conduct 
when they sat on the other side of. the 
house. In answer to this, he would beg to 
remind that hon. and learned gent., that in 
the course of the many years to which he 
referred, there never had been a single in- 
stance of such an individual and private 
personal opposition brought before the 
house. And would that hon. and learned 


gent. be so bold as to say, that during the — 


course of those 20 years there was no inter- 
ference of persons connected with admini- 
stration in election affairs; or would the 
hon. and learned gent. contend that he 
(!ord H.) and all the friends with whom he 


then acted, were so dull of intellect, and _ 


that matters were then so skilfully conduct- 
ed, that they could not discover the influ- 


ence that was at that time made use of? 


Whenever the authority of office was 
glaringly or imperatively exercised over any 
one in matters of election, it was the duty 
of every independent member of parliament 
to expose it, but they had uniformly ab- 
stained from calling the attention of the 
house to the conduct of any individual in 
such cases. Woull gentlemen, however, 
say, that during that time there was never 
any interference of a minister, of a secre- 
tary of state, or of a secretary of the 
treasury? He did not mean to justify bim- 
self, or those connected with him, merel 

by a declaration that others did the like; 
but it was fit that the attention of the 
house should be called to the quarter 
from which these complaiats proceeded, 
However, it was said that a person might 
not speak to a person who was not in office 
for his vote and interest. What, if a man 
had a particular friend, a near relation, or 
a person with whom he was acquainted by 
means of their both being in offices under 


the crown, he was not to be spoken to? a . 


man was to apply for support, or the fur- 


therance gf his friend’s interest to every 


man in England but those with whom he 
was acquainted ; he was to be allowed to 


apply to every one that could not, or would 


not be of service to him, but. if he came 


near the door of his friend or those who . 


were likely to assist him he must cry, 


“ Procul, O!, procul este, profani!” He. 


must not presuine to use his influence, or ask, 


for any friendship there. Now, he recol- , 
lected that on a former occasion, a letter . 


was written on the business of an election at 
Canterbury; he, had a copy of it in his 
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pocket, signed George Rose. Here he 
read the letter. That letter called upon 
Mr. Smith, who was in the barrack depart- 
ment, to use his influence with Mr. Baldock, 
a contractor for the ordnance office, in 
favour of a particular candidate. We 
might adopt some forms of regulation, but 
it was impossible entirely to prevent people 
in office, any more than out of office, from 
soliciting a friend to support another friend 


of their own at an election. There was ano- 


ther instance in which the same gentleman 
was: concerned—a Westminster election, 
where it was stated that two accounts were 
kept, one for the treasury, and another for 
lord Hood; but of these two instances no 
notice was taken in parliament. There 
was another instance, however, where the 
same gentleman was also concerned, con- 
cerning which a motion was made in that 
house, that was for a committee to inquire 
into abuses, as far as related to the mitiga- 
tion of penalties or suspension of a prose- 
ention under the excise laws, in consequence 
of what had been done at an election for 
Westminster; but this motion was lost, and 
those members of the present parliament 
who had then a seat in that house, and 


voted agaiust the motion, could hardly. 


think the present a censurable case. But 
here'a gentleman, a member of that house, 
who was also in office, had not only a friend, 
but a near relation, who was a candidate 
for a seat in that house, and he wrote to 
another friend* simply in a friendly way, 
with the word “ private,” written on the 
letter also, to endeavour to forward the in- 
terest of his relation. ‘This was the very 
head and front of his offending. Great 
stress, however, had been laid on the ex- 
pression, that the travelling expences could 
not be allowed, as it could not be introdu- 
ced into any public account. Now, he would 
desire to know, how it was possible for the 
niost conscientious and scrupulous servant 


_ of the public to make a more candid, or a 


more honest declaration? Perhaps this ma- 
jor Davies had thought that the letters did 
not go far enough, and the expences might 
have been hinted at with a view to entrap 
the gentleman who was spoken of. That 
gentleman had himself spoken more ably 
than he could upon the subject; but it was 
to be observed, that he had never interpos- 
ed the weight of his official influence, and 
so powerful was the influence on the other 
side, that it was proved by the hon. baronet 
himself, that a person in an official situation 
had been sent out of the way, because he 
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was supposed to be friendly to government, 
The petition itself was another proof of the 
very little influence that was made use of b 
those who were friendly to his majesty’s go. 
vernment, and of the very great exertions that 
were made onthe opposite side; it was sign- 
ed by two persons who, he was informed; 
were servants to the hon. baronet, by ano. 
ther who was secretary to the militia, where 
lord Bolton was lord lieutenant, another sig- 
nature was that of a person who was clerk to 
the collectors of taxes, and who was now 
soliciting the situation of surveyor from 
that terrible government which bore down 
every thing with its authority. It was idle 
to talk of a committee to inquire, for the 
facts were clear before the house, and all 
that remained was, for the house to declare 
by its vote that night, whether they would 
pronounce their censure on the conduct 
which had been so proved, or whether they 
would dismiss the accusation as one that 
was unworthy of being entertained by that 
house. The learned gent. opposite (Mr. 
Perceval) had said that there were many 
other cases where the influence of govern- 
ment had been made use of; but it might 
fairly be said, “ ab uno disce omnes,” and, 
as no doubt, the gentlemen on the other 
side did not direct their organ to bring for- 
ward his weakest case first, the house might 
fairly infer that the others, if any, were not 
such as would be likely to be productiue of 
very dangerous consequences to the liber- 
ties of England. When a motion was made 
(that of Mr. Biddulph) for inquiry into the 
extent of salaries and emoluments in various 
public offices, a motion which was certainly 
not of a nature that was likely to strength- 
en or be favourable to any administration, 
it was, however, thought to be one that 
might tend to the advantage of the public, 
and accordingly it was most cheerfully ac- 
ceded to, and most zealously, as well as 
most ably supported by his noble friend 
(lord 1. Petty). But neither his majesty’s 
ministers nor the house, he trusted, would 
suffer themselves to be led away by any 
groundless accusations that might be brought 
before them. 

Mr. Rose said, that he had come down to 
the house with a determination not to say a 
word upon the question ; but after the per- — 
sonal attack that had been made upon his 
conduct, it was impossible for him to remain 
altogether silent. Asto the letter read by 
the noble lord, and addressed by him toa 
person who had offered hisservices in favour 


of the member he would recommend, there 


° 
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was nothing in it similar to the case now be- 
fore the house; nor was the disclosure of 
that letter a proof of much gratitude on the 
rt of the gentleman in behalf of whom it 

d been written. Had he deserved the 
blame that was imputed to him, not only 
should he have deserved the censure of that 
house, but also the forfeiture of his employ- 
ment. Asto the libel against him, alluded to 
by the noble lord, it was not matter grave 
enough to be brought before that house: but 
it had got into a newspaper, and he had laid 
‘his hand upon the printer, and called upon | 
him to make good his charge. He did not 
institute a criminal prosecution against the 
man: such was not his object; for his only 
wish was to clear his own character. Under 
that ‘impression, he brought his civil action, 
and obtained a verdict and damages. This 
libel had lately been re-published, and there 
was room to believe, under the direction of 
a distant relation of the noble lord opposite 
to him (lord Temple). He could see no 
und of charge against him in it now; for 

if there was, he had given a fair opportunity 
to prove it, and the proof had failed. His 


motives for countenancing the present peti- 
tion were very different from those imputed 
to him: it was not: to support his popularity, 
or to wound the feelings of the hon. gent. 
against whom it was directed; ne man could 


entertain more sincere regard for. that hon. 
ent. than he did. | But there were several 
ts that called for censure, and which 
might be proved if the house acceded to the 
resent motion. —He should now-chiefly re- 
er to the conduct of an hon. gent. (Mr. 
Calcraft) in the town which he had. the ho- 
nour to represent, to which that hon. gent. 
came and used entreaties and threats, to in- 
fluence the election of the municipal officers 
of that town; when afterwards parliament 
was dissolved, letters were brought down 
by the same gentleman, under the hand and 
sea] of the secretary of the treasury, to insti- 
te the custom-house officers, who were 
isabled by law from taking any part in 
"Such matters, to exert themselves in support 
of the friends of government. In another 
instance, a military man had received the 
same instructions ; and the burgesses were 
hunted from one end of the town to the 
other, when, after all, not morethan one vote 
could possibly be obtained. He certainly, 
at more than one public meeting, had ‘in- 
veighed against such practices of govern- 
ment; and he was now ready to declare, that 
he never knew of any such practised by any 
administration in this country. For his part; 


didate, but he lost the 


he never had recourse to such means, either 
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to support himself or his near relation in 
anothertown. There were about 700 votes 
in Southampton; and out of that number 
he did not think that. his son got more than 
two from the recollection of any kindness 
conferred upon the ‘freemen by him or his 
connection. Indeed, some, who had pro- 
mised him their votes, were deterred from, 
keeping their promise ; for they were afraid 
that if they did, they might expect to lose 
their situations. Such was the. system of 
terror acted on by ministers, of which he 
should adduce a variety of proofs, if the 
committee moved for was appointed. The 
right hon. gent. related an anecdote of one 
gentleman who promised him, and afterwards 
broke his word, alledging that he dared not 
vote otherwise, Mr. Garrett, the brewer, at 
Portsmouth, had, it was true, done. great 
services in favour of the unsuccessful can- 

of the Dock 
three days afterwards. He declared that he 
never had an action brought against him but _ 
by Smith, and he certainly should have acted 
the part of an ideot, had he withstood his 
demand on any other ground than justice. - 
He defied the whole world to prove that he’ 
had ever wounded the feelings of individuals 
for the purpose of extorting their votes. 

Mr. Calcraft repelled the charge which 
the right hon. gent. had advanced against 
him. He declared that he never heard that © 
the letter referred to was in the hands of any 
person, until about two months since, when 
he was informed by the secretary of the trea- 
ury that he had got such a letter; with his 
answer to it, which he had quite forgot to - 
have ever written. That he had ever used 
any threat tothe magistrates of Christ-church 
he most solemnly-denied, and therefore the 
right hon. gent..ought not to rely on their 
information. Indeed, if such informers ivere 
to be trusted, they told some:strange stories _ 
of the right hon. gent. himself. For she only 
time he saw those magistrates was at the house 
of a respectable inhabitant of Christ church 
who was present at the conversation; and 
they stated that the right hon. gent. told them 
that he was not in oppositionto government, 
that he never thwarted the measures of minis- 
ters, but that on the contrary, he was on 
the ‘most intimate footing with many of the 
principal members of the-government, and 
that he was assisting the chancellor of the 
exchequer (a laugh.) Would the right hon. 
gent. then advise that: credit should be 
given tosuchauthority? But with referegce 
to the question before the house, the right 
hon. gent. ought to have had the candour 
to —"% that these very magistrates voted, for 
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‘HOUSE OF LORDs, 
Monday, February 16, 

{Scorcu JupicATURE BiLL.] Lord 
Grenville said, he had the honour to pre. 
sent to their lordships the. bill of which he 
had some time since given notice, for the 
better Regulation of the Courts of Justice 
in Scotland. On entering into the dis. 
cussion of this subject, he could not begin 
better than by obviating a misrepresen. 
tation which had been industriously circu: 
lated, and which had stated his object — 
to be, to assimilate the law of Scotland 
to that of this comtry. He -had no 
such view, uor could he conceive any 
theory more erroneous, project more 
wild and pregnant with” than 
that of endeavouring to impose the laws 
of one country upon another, without com 
idering the of habits and man 
It was no part of his intention, nor 
had he ever so stated it, to p 


him, and yet they were never disturbed in | Rose, right hon. G. 
the offices which they held under govern- | ROS S- i 
ment, and yet that government was, accord- Sinith: 
e of abusing its er for rposes hepe,S. tit 
~The Solicitor General thought it very | M. 
‘singular that the right hon. gent. (Mr. | strut, J. H. 
Rose) should, as he stated, have formed | Taylor, w. 
“a resolution not to speak in the course of | 
the debate, considering the important facts 
“which he had alledged, and the written | 
evidence which he had brought with him 
“to support those facts, But really the right 
“hon. gent. could not himself rely on the 
truth of such allegations, or he would not 
have neglected, with all the solicitude 
» which ‘he professed and felt to preserve 
‘the freedom of election, to bring them for- 
“ward in the first instance; for they were 
surely much stronger than the case to which 
the motion referred. But, in point of fact, 
~ it was not to be su t the hon. 
gent. would have declined to put these 
" strong cases in the front line of his attack 
on iinisters, if he thought they could 
have been maintained, much less that he 
~ should have determined not to state ‘them 
at all, if he had not been irritated by 
. something which fell from his noble friend 
- below him (lord Howick). Therefore this 
important communication from the right on 
. for public justice, or the maintenance of € | iect was that that law should be better admi- 
free election, but to personal resentment.— | histered. ‘That some measure of this nature 
. After a few words from lord Howick, Mr. | wa, absolutely necessary must be obvious 
Rose, Mr. Asheton Smith, and Mr. Herbert, | t their lordships. ‘Their table was now | 
the house divided, when there appeared, | joaded with Appeals, ‘the greater part of 
Majority against the motion ——127 it was possible for their lord- 
. List of the Minority. ships to decide upon them, a riating 
of for that purpose all the time: which thet 
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Cowper, hon. E. S. 


Ponthieu, J. 
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Long, R. 
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Patteson, J. 

Peale, sir R. 


i Perceval, hon. S.. 
Robinson, 


hun.-F, 


could devote consistently with the other 
duties which they had to perform, that 
their lordships’. house had nearly become 
bankrupt.with respect to the administration 
of justice, He meant not to throw the » 
slightest imputation upon the learned per- 
sons who composed the court of ses 


{sion : nor did he wish in this discussion to 


make the least reference to individuals, 
It was the constitution of the court of 
session itself which was faulty, and. wiriel 
rendered it impossible to do justice to the 


|| suitors in that court; above all, to do. 
no justice, which was most essential'to 


4 
| 
| 
ff 
| 
{ 
4 
; 
Bruce, lord . 


’ Scotland since the American war, in com- 


geady before the court. It was obvious, 


_open for consideration, He now proposed 


af decidedly of opinion that justice would be 


or chambers thus constituted, and having a 


. frequently arise, and that considerable 


delay would take before a de- 
cision could be liad any suit before 
them. It was, besi of the 


n of business in the court of | 
session had arisen ~ owt causes which were 
ighly satisfactory ; the great improve- 
had rapidly taken place in 


merce, in manufactures, and in agriculture. 
The extension of conymerce and of manu- 
factures necessarily gave rise to.a great 
number of suits frequently involving ques- 
tions highly complicated, and which at the 
same time were in a great degree new to 
the court of session. Thus. it had hap- 

that the business of that court had 
so greatly accumulated, that were no 
new suits to he instituted, it would require 
two years to get through the business al- 


therefore, both with respect to appeals to 
that house from ‘the court of seis and 
with respect to the business of that court 
itself, that an evil of great magnitude ex- 
isted, to which it was necessary to apply a 
remedy. He had stated last session the 
existence of this evil, and had proposed 
Resolutions: which were adopted by the 
house with the view of leaving the subject 


to carry into effect the measure, the outline 
of which was then suggested, with such 
alterations and improvements as had been 
suggested by further consideration. The 
first leading point to which he wished to call 
their lordships’ attention was the division 
of the court of session into three chambers, 
consisting of five judges each. He was 


much better administered by three courts 


¢o-ordinate jurisdiction, than. by all the 
15 judges sitting as at present in one 
¢ourt, With the smaller number of judges 
much less time was taken up in deliver- 
ing opinions, amd there was a less chance 

difference of opinion arising. If these 
15. judges were to delivery their opinions, 
and each of them, as in the court of 
session, had to examine voluminous writ- 
ten documents, it must unavoidably hap- 
pen that differences of opinion would 


advantage that there should be two or 
three courts of justice of co-ordinate juris- 
diction; the decisions in which of 

made, and ape sr of the judges of 
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diately canvassed by an enlightened bar, 

and would be soon examined -by public — 
opinion. The suitor having his choice to 

commence his suit in either of these courts, 

public opinion would soon point out by the 

preference given, in which, if in any, there 

was the superiority of learning or the more 

enlightened decisions. The proposed mea- 

sure of the three chambers would do no ~ 
violence to the constitution of the court. of 
session, which was originally analogous to 
the parliament of Paris, and which might 
be naturally divided in this way. It was 
thought by some that it would be better ta 
divide the court into two chambers, which 
in that case must consist of eight and seven 
judges. He was decidedly, however, of 
opinion, for the reasons he had stated, 
that the three chambers would be much 
preferable. The next point to which he 
had to call their lordships’ attention was, 
the proposed alteration of the trial by jury 

in Scotland to. civil cases. Of the ines- - 
timable advantages of the Trial by Jury, 
every Englishman must be perfectly con- 
vinced, and it was surely not giving way 
too much to any prejudices, which he, as 
an Englishman, might have in favour of 
this admirable institution, for him to sup- 
pose that it might be extended to Scotland 
with infinite advantage in civil cases, as it 
had been in criminal cases, and in suits re- 
speciing the revenue. Nothing was more. 
conducive to the due administration of 
justice than the clear distinction of law 
and of fact, that the facts of a case should 
be brought to an issue of fact, upon which 
a jury might decide, and that the law, as 
applicable to those facts, should be clearly 
distinguished: thus, confusion would be 
avoided, and the law and the facts of each 
case being accurately pointed out, justice. . 
would be administered. vith clearness and 

precision. This would alone be effected 
by the trial by jury, and by the facts of a 
brought that point of issue in 
which a jury could decide. In ing. 
however, to extend this institution in civil 
cases to Scotland, it was proposed to con~ _ 
fine it to suits respecting what he would 

denominate persoual rights, and to extend, 
it to suits ing landed estates. The: 
reason of this was, that from the nature of* 


the law of Scotland, with respect to landed 
estates, the rights to these estates. became 
wholly a question of law, and involved no 
question of fact upon which a jury could. 
decide. The only remaining point which 
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him, and yet they were never disturbed in | 
the offices which they held under govern- | 
ment, and yet that government was, accord- 

me the right hon. gent.’s sentiments, ca- 
pa 

of 


Townshend, hon, W, ; 
Turton. sir T. 
Vyse, R. 
: of abusing its power for the purposes Williams, R 
abusing 1 r ‘iiliams, R. 
reven and influence. wees Atkins 
The Solicitor General thought it very a he 
‘singular that the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Rose) should, as he stated, have formed 
“a resolution not to speak in the course of 
the debate, considering the important facts 
which he had alledged, and the written 
evidence which he had brought with him 
“to support those facts, But really the right 
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hon. could not himself rely ‘on the 
truth of such allegations, or he would not 
have neglected, with all the solicitude 
which he professed and felt to preserve 
‘the freedom of election, to bring them for- 
‘ward in the first instance; for they were 
surely much stronger than the case to which 
the motion referred. But, in point of fact, 
it was not to be su t the hon. 
gent. would have declined to put these 
strong cases in the front line of his attack 
‘on ininisters, if he thonght they could 
have been maintained, much less that he 
should have determined not to state them 


oat all, if he had not been irritated by 


something which fell from his noble friend 
below him (ord Howick). Therefore this 
important communication from the right 
hon. gent. was not owing to an anxiety 
for public justice, or the maintenance of a 
‘free election, but to personal resentment.— 

After a few words from lord Howick, Mr. 

Rose, Mr. Asheton Smith, and Mr. Herbert, 

the house divided, when there appeared, 

For the motion ........+ 57 : 
Against it . ee 184 
' ‘Majority against the motion ——127 
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Patteson, J. 
*Peale,'sirR. 

Perceval, hion.'S.. 

Rebinson, hun. F, 


‘Biddulph, M. 
‘Bourne, W. Sturges 
Brodrick, hon, W. 
Brook, lord 
Brace, lord 5 
Burrell, Sic C.M. 
Canning, right hon. G. 


Champernowne, A. | 
Cowper, hon. E. S. 


e, J. 
Fellowes, hon. N. 


Hill, hoa. W. 


Grenville said, he had the honour to pre. 
sent to their lordships the. bill of which he 
had some time since given notice, for the 
better Regulation of the Courts of Justice 
in Scotland. On entering into the dis. 
cussion of this subject, he could not begin 
better than by obviating a misrepresen- 
tation which had been industriously circu. 
lated, and which had stated his object — 
to be, to assimilate the law of Scotland 
to that of this country. He had no 
such view, nor could he conceive any 
theory more erroneous, any project more 
wild and pregnant with danger, than 
that of endeavouring to impose the laws 
of one co upon another, without con 
sidering the di of habits and man- 
ners. It was no part of his intention, not 
had he ever so stated it, to propose any 
alteration in the law of Scotland; his ob- 
ject was that that law should be better admi- 
nistered. ‘That some measure of this nature 
was absolutely necessary must be obvious 
‘Their table was now 
joaded with Appeals, the greater part of — 
which were from the Court of Session in 
Scotland, and which increased so much 
faster than it was possible for their lord- 
ships to decide upon them, appropriating 
for that purpose all the time which they 
could devote consistently with the other 
duties which they had to perform, that 


_ | their lordships’. house had nearly become 


bankrupt. with respect to the administration 
of justice, He meant not to throw the » 
slightest imputation upon the learned per- 
sons who composed the court of ses 


| sion: nor did he wish in this discussion to 


make the least reference to individuals, 
It was the constitution of the court of 
session itself which was faulty, and.whic® 


_| rendered it impossible to do justice to the 
suitors in that court; above all, to do 


justice, which was most essential:to 


speed 


3 | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
ue of law. ne ae 


' Scotland since the American war, in com- 


‘yeady before the court. It was obvious, 


_open for consideration, He now proposed 


* decidedly of opinion that justice would be 
or chambers thus constituted, and having a 


. frequently arise, and that considerable 


emaulation of business in the court of 
session had arisen pot causes which were 
ighly satisfactory ; the great improve- 
hich had rapidly taken place in 


merce, in manufactures, and in agriculture. 
The extension of commerce and of manu- 
factures necessarily gave rise to.a great | 
number of suits frequently involving ques- 
tions highly complicated, and which at the 
same time were in a great degree new to 
the court of session. Thus. it had hap- 
pened that the business of that court had 
so greatly accumulated, that were no 
new suits to he instituted, it would require 
two years to get through the business al- 


therefore, both with respect to appeals to 
that house from ‘the court of session, and 
with respect to the business of that court 
itself, that an evil of great magnitude ex- 
isted, to which it was necessary to apply a 
remedy. He had stated last session the 
existence of this evil, and had proposed 
Resolutions which were adopted by the 
house with the view of leaving the subject 


to carry into effect the measure, the outline 
of which was then suggested, with such 
alterations and improvements as had been 
suggested by er consideration. The 
first leading point to which he wished to call 
their lordships’ attention was the division 
of the court of session into three chambers, 
consisting of five judges each. He was 


much better administered by three courts 


¢o-ordinate jurisdiction, than- hy all the 
15 judges sitting as at present in one 
court, With the smaller number of judges 
much less time was taken up in deliver- 
ing opinions, amd there was a less chance 
of difference of opinion arising. If these 
15. judges were to deliver their opinions, 
and each of them, as in the court of 
session, had to examine voluminous writ- 
ten documents, it must unavoidably hap- 
pen that differences of opinion would 


before a de- 


delay would take 
any suit before 


em. -It was, besi greatest 
advantage that there should -be two or 
three courts of justice of co-ordinate juris- 
fads, and the of 

made, and the opinions of the judges of 
which openly delivered, would be 
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diately canvassed by an enlightened bar, 
and would be soon examined -by public 
opinion. The suitor having his choice to 
commence his suit in either of these courts, 
public opinion would soon point out by the 
preference given, in which, if in any, there 
was the superiority of learning or the more 
enlightened decisions. The proposed mea- 
sure of the three chambers would do no | 
violence to the constitution of the court. of 
session, which was originally analogous to 
the parliament of Paris, and which might 
be naturally divided in this way. It was 
thought by some that it would be better ta 
divide the court into two chambers, which 
in that case must consist of eight and seven 


judges. He was decidedly, however, of 


opinion, for the reasons he had stated, 
that the three chambers would be much 
preferable. The next point to which he 
had to call tlieir lordships’ attention was, 
the proposed alteration of the trial by jury 

in Scotland to. civil cases. Of the ines- - 
timable advantages of the Trial by Jury, 
every Englishman must be perfectly con- 
vinced, and it was surely not giving way 
toa much to any prejudices, which he, as 
an Englishman, might have in favour of 
this admirable institution, for him to sup- 
pose that it might be extended to Scotland 
with infinite advantage in civil cases, as it 
had been in criminal cases, and in suits re- 
speciing the revenue. Nothing was more - 
conducive to the due administration of 
justice than the clear distinction of law 
and of fact, that the facts of a case should 
be brought to an issue of fact, upon which 
a jury might decide, and that the law, as 
applicable to those facts, should be clearly 
distinguished: thus, confusion would be 
avoided, and the law and the facts of each 
case being accurately pointed out, justice. . 
would be administered. with clearness and. 
precision. This would alone be effected 
by the trial by jury, and by the facts of a 
case being brought to that point of issue in 
which a jury could decide. In proposing, 
however, to extend this institution in civit 
cases to Scotland, it was proposed to con~ 
fine it to suits respecting what he would 
denominate persoual rights, and to extend, 
it to suits respecting landed estates. The: 
reason of this was, that from the nature of* 
the law of Scotland, with respeet to landed 
estates, the rights to these estates. became 
wholly a question of law, and involved no 
question of fact upon which a jury could 


The only remaining point. whicl, 


| | 
| 
| q 
| 
| 
| J 


791] 


he had -to touch: upon was the institution 
of an intermediate court of appeal. The 
necessity of some such arrangement was 
obvious, in order still further to prevent 
too frequeut appeals to that house. It was 
proposed that appeals to that house should 
only lie against final judgments and not 
against interlocutory decrees. With respect 
to the constitution of the intermediate 
court of appeal, some doubt had arisen 
as to how far it was competent for the 
legislature to institute @ court paramount 
to the court of ssesion, it having been pro- 
vided by the act of union, that that court 
should retain all the privileges which it then 
. It was however, also provided in 

that act, that it should be competent to the 
legislature to make such regulations as it 
should deem advisable for the better ad- 
ministration of justice in Scotland. Their 
Jordships would likewise be aware that at 
the time of the act of union the court of 
session consisted of 14 lords, and of 4 
extraordinary lords. It was however deem- 
ed advisable in the reign of George I. to add 
one to the 14 lords, and to take away the 
4 extraordinary lords. The court of session, 
therefore, as at present constituted, was not 
the court of session as existing at the time 
of the act of union, but as constituted by the 
act of George I. and the competency of the 
legislature to make such alterations in the 
constitution of that court as it should deem 
necessary for the better administration of 
justice in Scotland was completely recog- 
hized. The mode in which this interme- 
diate court of appeal or court of revision 
was proposed to be constituted was, by 
empowering his majesty to appoint a pre- 
sident of that court, and also to appoint 
the lord chief baron of the exchequer in 
Scotland a lord of session and a member 
of this court, and the three presidents 
of the three chambers into which the 
court of session was proposed to be di- 
vided to be also members of this court. 
Thus constituting a court of 5 judges, 
one of whom would necessarily be the 
president of the chamber, where the suit 
respecting which an appeal was brought, 
had been in the first instance decided upon, 
and at whose option it would be to attend 
the court of ‘revision upon the hearing of 
the appeal respecting such suit, but whose 
presence the other judges might on many 
aceasions deem advisable in order to give 
them information respecting the suit over 
the decision of which in the inferior court 
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he had presided. Having thus detailed to 
their lordships the outline of the proposed 

lan, he submitted it to them, trusting ‘that 
it would be maturely and deliberately con. 
sidered, assured that they would not im. 
pute to him the vanity, and in his situation 
the criminality, of being so attached to his 
own plan, as to reject any alteration, 
hoping that their lordships, in their deliber. 
ative wisdom, would on the contrary su 
gest such alterations as they might deem 
advisable, with the view of rendering this 
measure more perfect, more adequate to 
the object which was proposed to be 
effected, and which he was convinced their 
lordships would deem not only expedient 
and advisable, but absolutely necessary for 
the due administration of justice to his 
majesty’s liege subjects in Scotland. To 
carry into effect an object of this magni. 
tude and importance, required all their 
lordships’ deliberative wisdom, but he was _ 
convinced that with the amendments and 
alterations which might be suggested, after 
the subject had undergone still further con, 
sideration, the proposed plan might be 
rendered productive of the greatest utility 
and advantage to Scotland. He submitted 
the plan to the exercise of their lordships’ 
judgment and deliberation. He proposed, 
in order to give time for the due consider. 
ation of the subject, that the seeond reading 
of the bill should not take place until that 
day three weeks. His lordship concluded 
by presenting a bill for the better regulation 
of courts of justice in Scotland. 

The Duke of Montrose. expressed some 
doubts with respect to the efficacy of the 
proposed plan, and particularly with re- 
spect to the extension to Scotland of the 
trial by jury in ¢ivil cases. This part of 
the plan. would he thought create con- 
siderable alarm in Scotland, if proposed to 
be extended to the whole of that country, 
as it would alter the value of securities 


at present perfectly legal. 


Lord Eldon expressed his entire appro- 
bation of the general principle of the bill, 
and declared his wish to give every assist- 
ance in promoting the great object which 
was proposed to be attained, which he con- 
sidered of the most essential importance, 
and with respect to which it had. been his 
intention to propose some measute with 
the view of remedying the evil which un- 
doubtedly existed. He acceded to the 


proposed measures of having three cham- | 


bers or courts and a court of revision, cons 
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yinced that the most essential advantages 
zesulted from the three courts of law in 
Westminster Hall, which were in fact 
courts of revision with respect to each 


‘other, the decisions made in each becoming 


subjects of discussion in the others, and the 
opinions of the judges upon important 
‘poirts of law being perfectly well known. 
He had no doubt that although for some 
time probably, if this measure was carried 
jnto effect, the court of revision would have 
a great influx of business, yet that from the 
advantages resulting from three courts of 


- co-ordinate jurisdiction, that court of revi- 


sion would, in the course of a few years, be 
as seldom called upon as the court of error 
or exchequer chamber in this country. He 
wished to impress their lordships with res- 
pect to the trial by jury, that the court of 
session was a court of equity as well asa 
court of law, and therefore that it would 
require considerable care in framing provi- 
sions for the purpose of forming issues of 
fact to be tried by a jury. He thought it 
would be more advisable to fix the second 


_ yeading for that day month, instead of three 
eks 


weeks. 
_ Lord Hawkesbury concurred in opinion 
with respect to the principle of the mea- 
‘gure, except as to the extension of the trial 
by jury, as proposed in the bill, respecting 
which he had considerable doubts. He 
thought it would be better to detach this 
from the bill, and make it the subject of a 
separate bill. - ; 

Lord Elienborough was decidedly of opi- 
nion that the extension of the trial by jury 
was essential to the proposed measure, inas- 
much as they must look to that for the 
purpose of lessening the quantity of appeal- 
able matter to that House. He was so 
thoroughly convinced of the essential ad- 
vantages to be derived from this part of the 
plan, and that it was so great a boon to 
Scotland, that nothing but petitions from 
the whole population of Scotland against 
the measure could convince him that it was 
unwise or inexpedient. 

Lord Grenville expressed great satisfac- 
tion at the liberal manner in which this mea- 
sure had been received by the house. With 


- respect to the second reading of the bill, it 


was his wish that if the measure passed that 


house it should be sent down to the other 


house of parliament in a reasonable period 
of the session, and with that view he wished 


~ the bill to be committed previous. to. the 


Faster recess, He thouglit, therefore, that | 
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‘if it was understood that the second read- 
ing should take place on that day three 
weeks, and the commitment on thatday four 
weeks, it would meet the wishes of the no- 
ble and learned lord. 

The Earl of Suffolk approved of this ar- 
rangement, but thought the salaries of the 
judges in Scotland not adequate to their 
situations. 

The Lord Chancellor highly approved 
of the proposed plan. With respect to the 
trial by jury, he considered it tolally unne- 
cessary to say a word in its praise; its bene- 
fits were too obvious to need his commen-— 
dation; to this measure it was of essential 
use, in order that questions of fact might 
be decided upon, and that appeals might 
be confined to their proper proviace, ques- 
tions of law.—The bill was then reada 
first time and ordered to be printed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, February 16. — 


[New PLAN oF Finance] Lord 
Castlereagh rose for the purpose of moving 
the postponement of his Finance Resolutions 
from this to some future day. He knew 
that ia considering the Resolutions of the 
noble lord, (H. Petty) his owa must of 
course come under review, but -he hoped 
that the noble lord, considering the magni- 
tude of the subject, would be disposed to 
grant some further delay. At all events, 
he was desirous of entering upon some ex . 
planation of the modification of the noble 
lord’s plan, which he had offered the other 
day, as he was aware that from the short 
time allowed him for consideration, there 
might be some objectionable points in it. 
What he had offered was merely a moditi- 
cation of the noble lord’s plan, and he pre- 
sented it only with a view to relieve the noble 
lord from the embarrassment to. which be 
must otherwise be exposed. He, however, 
felt that an explanation was the more ne- 
cessary, because though from this it should . 
appear that this modification was more’ — 
objectionable than was at first appreliend- 
ed, yet the noble lord in pointing out. the 
defects of this, would give an illustration of’ 
the defects of his own plan, and combat his: © 
own proposition rather than prove the ex- - 
pediency of the modification. He wished 
therefore that his modification should be 
clearly understood, though it would not 
give relief to the extent which he at first 


supposed. His lordship then acknowledg- 
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ed that his resolution stated a smaller charge 
than would really be necessary. It stated, 
that in- the ninth year a loan of between 
- four and five millions would be necessa 
to be charged on the consolidated fand. 
But he had not noticed the progressive 
sums, and consequently the progressive 
charges on the consolidated fund. It was in 
fact'necessary to provide, not only for the 
sum advanced but also for the sum staken 
from theconsolidated fund, aud that thus for 
9 years taxes to the amount of 6,019,000l. 
would be requisite at the close of the ninth 
year. The two grounds on which he wished 
_ to modify the noble lord’s plan, were these: 
Ist. To relieve him fromthe necessityof mort- 
gaging the war taxes; if his modification 
did not do that, it did nothing; 2dly, To 
Kimit amount of within the 
ear, and consequent! arge. Bythe 
lord’s plan, the would rise 
22 to 32 millions, and what he wanted was 
to relieve the market from the dangerous 
effects that would result from the borrow- 
ing of such an endymous sum as 32 millions 
within the year. His modification was ex- 


e for the nt, but, if acted upon, 
would come this, that at the 
- pine years, you would have an alternative 
of acting according to circumstances for the 
next eleven years. If the war continues 
for the whole twenty years, then he admit- 
_ ted that it could not be carried on without 
additional loans, and an addition to the per- 
manent taxes. But if peace should be 
made on or before the 9th year, then ito 
pew taxes would be required’ in addition 
to those which the noble lord proposed, for 
the excesses of the sinking fund would be 
disposable for the loan of-the preceding 
year. But supposing the case of war, then 
3 millions must be raised to be distributed 
over a period of 6 years, and the balance 
in favour of his plan, even on the supposi- 
tion of twenty years war, would be the dif- 
ference between 6 millions and 21 millions 


pledged. He objected to the system of 
double loans ; first a Joan, then the interest, 
-and next a loan to ay Se interest of the 


interest. But if this plan was to be acted 
~ on, thenit ought ta be for a period as short 
as possible, and he thought it should be 
confined to 9 years, instead of 20. _What- 
ever embarrassment there might be in the 
- modification, it arose out of the noble 


lord’s own complicated system. The spirit, 
therefore, of i 
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sary than it But the objection 
did not at all attach to the 9th resolution, 
His modification would still relieve the 
noble lord from the mortgage of the way 
taxes, and from his loans of 32 millions, 
Whz2tever advantage the noble lord would 
derive from his incréased sinking fund, yet 
that would not counterbalance the inconvenis 
ence tothe money market. It was sufficiently 
obvious that they wished for no vexatious de. 
lay; he had exposed himself to the risk of fal. 
ling into mistakes, from his anxiety that the 
outlines of his view of the subject should be 
before ‘the house before the discussion of 
the pian. But yet he was under consideras 
ble embarrassment from not having been 
able to obtain from the noble lord the subs 
sequent tables, which were wanting to ena- 
ble him to complete his own view; though 
he admitted that this did not proceed from 
any unwillingness in the noble lord te furs 
nish them. But certainly the embarrass. 
ment was excessive, to be called upon, with 
such a short preparation, to decide upon a 
plan not for one year, but for 20 years, a 
circumstance ‘in which the credit of parlis 
ament was materially involved. ‘The noble 
lord proposed to call upon the house: to 
decide upon the first resolution. He ad: 
mitted that this did not preclude the parli: 
ament from taking up the subject again, but _ 
it was unseemly for parliament to be placed 
in such a situation, that it must adopt a plan 
for 20 years, and then be obliged, like chil. 
dren, to revise it in a year or two. This 
exercise of discretion would be attended 
with great embarrassment and loss of parlia 
mentary character. He really therefore 
wished that in the further proceedingson | 
this subject, some method should be agreed 
upon, which would prevent this embarrass- 
ment, and enable parliament to decide on 
a full view of the subject. for this pur: 
pose, two courses might be adopted. The 
noble lord might allow it to lie over for 
some time, till the members should have 
had full time to consider it in the present 
session; or if that should not be agreed to, 
then as a dernier resort he would propose 
that the noble lord should only act upon his 
plan for one year, and. leave parliament 
free to investigate it in the interval between 
this and the next sessions. It was, so em- 
barrassing and difficult, that the noble lord, ' 
or his suecessor, must desist from the exe- 
cution of it. This was his-opinion, and he 
hopéd the loble lord-would not press it into, 


is 6th resolution was still 


committee at present, when he must know, 


| 
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Just, though greater foaps would be neces- 


Lord 
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t parliament was so little prepared to 
oe the consideration of the plan, 


: Theaccounts which he had called for would 


soon be before the’ house, and then the 
noble lord might proceed in the present 
session, but now it was merely a question of 
confidence on the part of the ministers, and 
submission on the part of the house. He 
hoped the noble lord would not proceed 
with this intended plan on the spur of the 
moment. This improper haste would be 
attended with great mischief, and in the end 
prove highly derogatory to the character 
of parliament. He concluded by moving, 
that the consideration of his Hesainee 
should be postponed to that day se’nnight. 
Henry Petty did not think it ne- 
cessary to enter upon that part of the noble 
lord’s speech, which contained his amended 
statement. He certainly would not object to 
any day for the.consideration of the noble 
lord’s resolutions, only, he must observe, 
that they must come under review in dis- 
cussing the present plan. He wished only 
to say a few words with respect to the de- 
lay solicited by the noble lord. He deni 
that this was a question of confidence on 
the one part, and submission on the other. 
Ministers wished to adopt the plan, not 
from a vain confidence in themselves, but 
upon a full and deliberate investigation b 
rliament. It would be recollected that 
had_ first moved the resolutions two or 
three weeks ago, that a fortnight was allow- 
ed to consider them, that this period ended 


- last Weduesday, and that it was only on 


that day that the proposal was made for 
going into the committee. All he asked 


’ now was, to vote them in the committee: 


the report would come up next Wednesday, 
and they might then be further considered 
and discussed. They might also be discus- 
sed in the different stages of the bill, which 
it-was desirable to carry forward with all 
reasonable dispatch, that ministers might 
roceed to the general financial plan. 
is dispatch was not required from any 
difficulties arising from the want of an im- 


mediate supply, but because it was desira- | 


ble to proceed to contract for the loan as 
soon as ‘possible.-The motion of lord 
Castle for the postponement of his 


own resolutions was thea agreed to. 

_ Lord Henry Petty moved that the House 
should resolve itself into. a committee to 
consider further of. the Finances of the 
Country, which was agreed to. On the 
the Speaker's leaving the 
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Mr. Long rose. The noble lord, he 
observed, must recollect that he had told 
the house ‘that various tables were to be 
distributed, in oyder to enable that house te 
acquire a full and complete view of his 
plan. Gentlemen had had them but fora’ 
short time, and. he submitted to the noble 
lord’s candour, whether it was possible ever 
for those who were conversaut with subjects - 
of this nature, to make themselves masters 
of it within a period so limited. It would 
certainly give more satisfaction if the consi- 
deration. should be postponed for a few 
days. However as the house was called 
upon to discuss the noble lord’s plan, he 
would now offer the few observations that 
at present occurred tohim. 

Lord Henry Petty observed, that the 
right honourable gentleman had better state 
these in the committee. : 

Mr. Long replied, that he thought it 
more regular to proceed now, as his objec- 
tion went rather to the principle of the plana 
than to the detail. He observed, however, 
in continuation, that he did not object even 


ed | to the principle to a certain extent. It might 


possibly be a fatal error to adhere too 
pertinaciously to the present plan of tax- 
ation, and though he thought that the noble 
lord’s plan was carried to too great an ex-_ 


y | tent, yet he was fully aware of the difficul- 


ties attending his situation. He did 
however, consider the difficulty which the 
noble lord found last session, in,finding out 
proper objects of taxation, as a proof that 
new taxes could not be raised. But he 
fully admitted that it was highly expedient 
to impose no new taxes, for the present, if 
it could be avoided. This was his opinion, 
and it was sanctioned by that of the noble 
lord’s predecessor. New taxes to any great 
extent would oecasion a very heavy pressure 
onthe people at present. ‘Then what other 
resources were there? There were two, 
namely, the war taxes and the sinking fund. 
His noble friend (Castlereagh) objected to 
the plan of compound loans. But whether 
the borrowing was from the consolidated 
fund or the war taxes, there must be sup- 
plementary loans. To certain extent, 
therefore, he saw no objection to borrow- 
ing from the wartaxes. But he must object 
to the system offpledging the whole of the 
war taxes, independent of the property tax, 
and \at last the property tax also. ‘The 
noble lord ought to -borrow only on such 
| as. might be supposed to yield their fullest 
ainount in time of peace. He might con- 


| tinge the war for five years, by borrowing 


| 
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on this portion of the war taxes. The sum 
of 1} millions might be annually borrowed 
im this way, or 13 millions, if necessary, 
and for those sums the permanently pro- 
‘dactive wat taxes; with the expiring annui- 
ties, would afford an ample provision for 
five years. He thought the war taxes ought 
not to be pledged to a greater amount, as 
it was contrary to the policy of this coun- 
try. The convoy tax, for instance, could 
not properly continue beyond the duration 
of the-war. ‘Fhe taxes on tea and spirits 
also would certainly be diminished in their 


amount during peace. Could the noble 


lord possibly expect that these would al- 


ways yield their present amount? He surely. 


could not, and yet this plan took the whole 
of these taxes‘at their highest’ amount. 
"The noble lord might so manage as to in- 


~ erease the amount of the war taxes, when 


the loans’ must be procured on disadvanta- 
geous terms, and diminish their amount 
when the loans could be contracted for on 
terms. He ought to recollect the na- 

ture of his system of ways and means. He 
ought to. consider the furious objections 
made to the property tax, which was called 
a system not of taxation, but of confisca- 
tion. ‘He ought therefore to pause before 
he pledged this and other taxes.—But if 
he had great doubts as to the propriety of 

_ pledging the war taxes to the full extent 
proposed by the noble lord, he had still 
stronger doubts respecting the data on 
which the plan was founded. The noble 
lord supposed that the war expences would 
rot exceed 32 millions annually during the 
whole’ period. Ile could not reasonably 
conclude that there was any probability that 
this would be the case.» He ought to have 
taken into account the subsidies that might 
be wanted, and the depreciation of money 
which must take place in the course of that 
time. It was true that the noble lord had 
stated, that for subsidies a distinct provision 
must be made, but at the same time they 

_ ought rather to have been taken into the 
general account of expenditure, as it was 
unusual to provide for subsidies distinctly 
by that: name. The right hon. gent. then 
stated his objection to the system of the ac- 
cumulation of the sinking fund, and provid- 

- ing for'the loans at 5 percent. instead of 
one per cent. according to the old plan, 
as it afforded an undue advantage to ' the 
ockholder, at the expence of the public. 
‘He had great objections to the plan of ac- 
cumulation adopted in 1802, It never was 


a 
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the object of the original proposer of the — 
sinking fund that it should be allowed’ to 
accumulate so as to extinguish the debt, 
The intention was principally to keep downy 
the debt, so as to prevent it from becomin 
inconvenient to the public. For the sare. 
of this it was only necessary to look at the 
plan of 1786. e maximum of 4 millions 
was then established, and after the fund 
had attained to this, then the interest was 
to be at the disposal of parliament; so, from - 
the year 1808, 200,0001. of taxes eft be 
taken off annually, or applied to other pur: 
poses, as the case might be. But the noble 
viscount who was chancellor of the exche- 
quer in 1802, altered this plan, and unt 
doubtedly then had the full assent of 
right hon. friend of his (Mr. Pitt) now no 
more. No one was more ready to submit 
to the superior judgment of his right hon, 
friend alluded to than he was, and especiall 
on a matter ‘of this sort, but still he felt 
great objections to the plan then adopted, 
and since that time he certainly had seen 
no reason to’alter his opinion.—But he did 
not object to the borrowing from the war 
taxes, if this should be confined to 5 years, 
The noble lord imposed no new taxes for 
the first 3 years. He highly approved of 
that, not merely on account of the relief 
which it afforded to the people, but also 
because it résted upon principles of sound 
policy. For by this means taxation might 
be had recourse to with greater vigour af- 
terwards if this should be necessary, and 
besides, this circumstance would have the 
best effects upon the permanent taxes. If, 
therefore, the period had been confined to 
five years, he could have had no objection 
tothe plan. The noble lord might have, 
in the mean time, observed the progress of 
the sinking fund, of the war taxes, and of 
the permanent taxes, and borrowed upon 
these as he should find it expedient. But_ 
to take a period of twenty years, and to 
proceed upon the supposition’ that thirty- 
two millions only would be required for the 
war expenditure, was fo legislate on grounds 
the most uncertain and erroneous that could 
possibly be conceived. : 
Mr. Tierney rose. The right hon. gent. 
who had just sat down, objected to the 
period of 20 years, and thought that the 
fittest stage to stop at was 5 years, But 
his reasoning proceeded on erroneous 
grounds, when he supposed that this’ plan 
was intended to legislate to 20 years.” It 
did no such thing. | It merely held out 
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what might be done. in 20 years, certain 


data being allowed. It did nothing what- 


ever to tie up. the hands of the house, or’ 
fo prevent them from adopting such al- 
teraticvus as circumstances might render 
necessary. It was no disadvantage to argue 
with a view to-a period of 20 years, as the 
argument was not to be conclusive or bind-’ 
ing; bi.t to satisfy the house that so mych 
might be done in twenty years, would not 
prevent them from exercising their dis- 


eretion afterwars. “The right hon, gent. 


agreed, that it would be inconvenient to 
impose uéw taxes at present: that was con- 


- ceded by the noble lord near him, and 


by the general voice of the country, not 
only by those whe merely wished. to be 


'/ gelieved from the pressure of taxation, but 


generally by those who looked to the 
policy of the thing. It did certainly afford 


a hope that recourse might be had with 


more vigour to the permanent taxes, and 
he was glad the right hon. gent. had said 
so, because this served to remove the ob- 
jection which he himself had made with re- 
spect to the amount of the permanent 
taxes. As to the permanent taxes, he 
agreed that some of them might fall short 
of their present amount, but this was no 
objection whatever, unless the plan went to 
cut off the power and the means of im- 
posing taxes hereafter. Now, so far was 
the plan from doing this, that even by 
the right hon. gent.’s own confession, it 


tended to render the sources of taxation 


more productive. The plan was not abso- 
Others 
might be imposed, if there should be a de- 
ficiency. The whole proceeded on this, 
that such was to be the amount of loans 
if the war. continued for such a time. 
Where the taxes proved unproductive, 
others must be provided to supply their 
place, and according to the right hon. 
gent.’s own shewing, it was better. to have 
recourse to taxes afterwards, if they should 


_be wanted, than to raise them at present.— | 


The next point that called for observation 
was, the extent to which the war taxes 


“were to be pledged. The right hon. gent. 


agreed that it was a proper thing ta pledge 
the war taxes, but not to the extent pro’ 
, and thought that it was improper to 
ave a 5 per cent. sinking fund, instead of 
one per cent. as formerly.. But this was 
entirely of the natute of a bargain with 
the stockholder, He agreed with his right 
hon. friend that the sinking fund was not 
Vox. VIII. 
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originally intended.solely for the benefit of 
the stockholder... The advantage was givett 
to the stockholder; bat. the fund was prin- 
cipally intended for the benefit of the pub- 

He thought the measure-of 1802 an 
improper. one, and he and another were 
the only persons who spoke openly against 
}it on that occasion; and contended that 
the allowing of the sinking fund to accu~ 
mulate would be inconvenient to the country. 
Then; what was the remedy? The noble 
lord had chosen the -proper medium by- 
his plan. . He -had given the stockholder 
the benefit of the 5 per cent. instead of ones 
per cent. at present, with a view to the 
great loans that might be necessary after- 
wards, so that the whole was for the bene- 
fit of the country, which was the great ob- - 
ject of the sinking fund. It was intended 
to facilitate the loans; the immediate in- 
crease of the sinking fund. That was the 
reason why so large a per centage was. 
allowed at first.—Why, then, the right hon. 
gent. talked about the improbability of the 
war expenditure being confined to 32 mil- 
lions. But his noble friend had not pledged 
himself that this alone should be the .. 
amount of the expenditure. His object. 
was to shew, that supposing the war ex- ~ 
penditure should not exceed the enormous 
sum of 32 millions, still the war might be 
continued ‘for so long a time without any 
additional taxes; was a circumstance 
which must occasion astonishment in every 
one, and must excite amazement from one 
end of Europe to the. other. The right 
hon. gent. might say, that an additional 
sum would be wanted; why, then, loans 
must be provided to answer that. . The 
right honourable gentleman had then advert- 
ed to the subsidies, and said that these had 
not been usually provided for distinctly as 
subsidies, but had been included in the 
loans. But he had never heard of a loan 
where the object of subsidies was concealed. 
They were generally, provided for distinctly 
by. way of loan, or by a vote of credit, 
which was understood to apply to unfore- 
seen expences, The plan took the basis of 
32 millions, because some basis must be 
adopted. Any one might take 34 millions 
‘if he, , and calenlate the advantages 
of the plan upon that. He would vo 
have to make the requisite allowances, and 
that was ali the difference. But in the’ 
meat time it was a good thing when 32 mil- 
lions could be produced, and the only 
org was, this was ihe best 
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mode of managing that sum. There was 
no doubt as to the sum being produced. 
That being the present sum requisite for the 
war expences, and that sum being pro 
duced, this plan proceeded upon the sup- 
- position that thirty-two millions would be 
the amount of the war expenditure. Ass. to 
the depreciation of money, he did not very 
well understand what the right hon. gent. 
meant by that argument, for, if there was 
any mode better than another to prevent 
the depreciation of. money, it was to prevent 
any additional taxation. It was curious 
then to have this thrown in the teeth of 
those who were doing that which of all 
other things tended most to prevent the 
depreciation which was apprehended. That 
this depreciation might take place, however, 
to a certain extent, was not at all unlikely; 
but it was one of the advantages of this 


plan that it confined it withiu proper 


bounds. . This was ail that was necessary 
in reply to the right hon. gent. as he had 
not entered into the details of the plan. 
His objections, therefore, to tlie principle 
appeared to be ill-founded.—The house 
then went into a committee. 

Mr. Rose addressed the Committeé near- 
ly as follows: —I am aware of the disadvan- 
* tage under which any one must rise in this 
committee, to make observations at all un- 
favourable to a plan which holds out to the 
country a certain prospect of not being 
subjected to taxes for 3 years to come; 


and that for a considerable period, such 


as shall be necessary will be to no 
considerable amount. Objections, how- 
ever, of so serious and important a nature 
press upon my mind upon the subject 
that. unless they shall be removed by the 
noble lord, they will compel me, ‘in the 
discharge of my duty as a member of par- 
liament, to resist at least the immediate 
adoption of it, especially on the basis pro- 
posed; under a persuasion that if, contrary 
to the present impression on my mind, the 

scheme shall be found to be a good one, 
' other means than those proposed must be 

_ devised for carrying it into effect. High 
’ eulogiums were bestowed by the noble lord 
in the course of his opeping Speech, on the 
system of the Sinking Fund, and on the one 
for raising large sums within the year, to- 
wards carrying on the war; and great praise 
was very liberally given to the incompara- 


ble man (Mr. Pitt). whom: this country and: 


the world have had the misfortune to lose, 


for having established those’ systems. J 
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‘ 


natuially expected, therefore, to hear some 
proposal similar in principle to ‘those: ‘the 
Resolution, however, under our ‘considera- 
tion is the converse of that ' principle, as it 
uot only has a direct tendency to interrupt 
the progress of the old Sinking fund, in 
paying of the present debt, but anticipates 
our resources instead of providing new ones, 
The truth is, which cannot be concealed, 


that instead of following vp the principle 


established and acted upon by my late right 
hon. friend, of increasing the sinking fund, 
and diminishing the debt, it is proposed’to 
us to adopt one, which in the course of its 
operation, will have the effect of iminish- 
ing the Sinking Fund, and increasing to an 
immense amount the capital of the debt. 
Any wise and practicable plan that could be 
devised for avoidirg, ws far as may be pru- 
dent, the imposition of taxes, arising out of 
the systems alluded to, must be received 
with as much partiality by me as by any 
member in this house, considering who was 


the author of those ; but nothing can lead . 


me to approve of any diversion of the Sink- 
ing Fund from the purposes to which it is 


.| now applicable by law, without all the con- 


sequences of that ‘having been previously 
and most attentively weighed. I was 
averse to the departure from it in 1802, 
foreseing the danger of a further deviation ; 
and it was with reluctance that Mr. Pitt 
gave his consent to-it, as is well known to. 
others as well as to rnyself. The authors of 
the present scheme admit, as they must do, 
“that they take in aid certain excesses to 
accrue from the present Sinking Fund.” 
which is explained by a statement, that it 
is meaut the application of the old Sinking 
Fund shall cease when it shall be equal to, 


the interest of the present debt; by which — 


Ttake it for granted is meant, the amount 
of the debt at the time when the income 
of ‘the Sinking Fand shall be equal to the 
interest of the debt, and not to the amount 
of the interest of the debt at this time. It 
is true that when Mr. Pitt established the 
Sinking Fund, it was limited to 4,000,0001, 
and the surplus was to be at the disposal 


of parliament; but if that had not been al- . 


tered in 1802, to compensate’ for the Sink- 
ing Fund having been provided by Mr. 


dington, for 86,000,000. of. capital then 


funded, there ‘can be no doubt but that the 
surplus above the 4,000,000/7. and the an- 


nuities a$ they shall fall in, would have been’ 


left-to'the aid of the Fund. © I must at the 
same time, do’ Mr. Addington the justice to 
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- say, that, so far from shriaking from pro; 
posing taxes, he made an addition to them 
considerably beyond the amount of the 
jnterest of the debt created; and that, by 
the alteration then made, the ultimate 
quidation of the debt is somewhat accele- 
tated. wish, however, not to be under- 
stood to express an opinicn, that in no pos- 
sible case should there be a diversion of 
any part of the Sinking Fund :—great ex- 
ctation has been held. out to the public 
Prhether prudently or not.is, perhaps, not 
worth enquiring about).of an exemption 
from taxes. lam aware too that many 
gentlemen may think we have doue enough 
for posterity, and that we should now con- 
sider of some relief for those who have 
already made great sacrifices, and have 
cheerfully submitted to heavy pressures; 
but even if the committee shall be of that 
opinion, I shall still contend that the mode 
proposed for affording that relief would, 
‘Inits consequences, be most mischievous. 
I am anxious, therefore, before the plano 
proposed by the chancellor of the exche- 
ueris adopted, that sufficient time should 
be allowed to consider whether any other 
can be suggested, which, although it may 
not afford all the relief we have been led 
to expect, may at least avoid the. dangers I 
am about to point out, and be free from 
most of the objections I am about to state, 
In the view of thé subject I am now taking, 
1 forbear to enter on detailed observations 
upon the. tables.ou which the calculations 
are made; the most superficial inspection, 
however, of the one marked N. (See Ap- 
- pendix) would satisfy any one of the danger 
of the plan being adopted without further 
investigation, which would have been still 
more apparent if that table had been conti- 
_ nued a few years more. © The noble lord 
seems to have fallen into three considerable 
- errors respecting his plan; and to have given 
no weight whatever to the important consi- 
deration of what provision it may be neces- 
sary to make for our peace establishment 
although he mentions it. I allude 1st, to 
the assumption that each loan will be paid 
off in 14 years, by its accompanying Sinking 
_ Fund at 5 per cent. 2d. That the War 
- Taxes will be sufficiently productive in peace 
to do what is required of them. 3d. That 
our War Expences will be kept so low as 
38,000,000/. As to the first, the noble lord 
proceeds on an expectation that the 3 per 
‘gents will be stationary, at 60/, without 
- eonsidering that the sums so raised may, and 
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in all probability will he paid off with the 
same. stock at 80/. or at par. There 
can be no doubt but that the redemption - 
of the debt is much more likely to be re- 
tarded by such rise, than it is to he accele- 
rated by future loans being made at a lower 
rate of interest, in consequencé of the in- 
creased value of the stock. These objec- 
tions struck me very forcibly on the noble 
lord opening his plan, as I observed to a 
learned friend near me; and on the best.’ 
and most mature reflection I have since been 
able to bestow on the subject, I am strongly 
confirmed in them, I cannot express my- 
self too strongly respecting a continuance 
of the part of the War Taxes I have alluded 
to for an indefinite term, according as the 
price of stocks may be, under a firm and. 
clear conviction founded on. experience, 
that with the exception of those on goods 
and shipping, and on malt, (to which I have 
objecticas of. a different uature) the taxes. 


fat their prese::t rates would so lessen the 


lawful consumption of most of the articles 
on.which they are levied, as to reduce the 
old duties on the same to at least as great 
an extent as the amonnt of the War Taxes; 
if 1 am right in that, the revenue would of 
course profit nothing by a continuation of 
the latter, but. would probably sustain a loss. 
—Tea—the war duty on which produces 
nearly 2,000,000/. When Mr. Pitt came 
into office, the duties, according to the rate 
and to the value, were about 85d. per cent. 
on the value.. The legal consumption was 
then 4,315,000 pounds on an average of ten 
years, which much exceeds former accompts. 
The duty was lowered in“1784, to 12J. 10s. 
on the value, and gradually raised: in Mr. 
Pitt’s time to 40/. per cent. on the higher 
priced teas, under which the consumption got 
up to an average in the ten years to 1806, to 
about 20,000,000 Ibs.: here then is an in- 
crease of more than 15,000,000 Ibs. Suppo- 
sing the average value of the tea sold by the 
Coinpany to be 4s. a pound, the duty, which 
is now 95/. per cent. including the War 
Tax of 45/. onthe present consumption, 
would be about 3,800,000/.; if that very 
high amount should reduce the consump- 
tion in peace to’ any thing like what it was 
before the Commutation Act, it was evident 
the revenue would sustain a loss by a conti- 
nuation of the War Tax. There are indeed 
other considerations respecting this duty, 
deeply affecting our manufactures and na- 
vigation, as well as the interests of the East 


India Compaby; the Custom-house value 
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only of British manufactures exported to 
China from 1773 to.1784, was 10,0000. 
which from 1785 to 1805 was on- the 
average 680,000/. and on the average of 
the last five years more than 1,000,0001. 
And the shipping’ from China, which 
from 1774 to 1784 was only 5256 tons, 
increased to an average of 18,555 tons. 
—Of Tobacco] shall only observe that 
the war tax of 6d. a lb. will afford great 
encouragement to the smuggler in peace; 
the consumption of which bas been nearly 
doubled since 1786.~-Rum—When Mr. 
Pitt came into office, the duty was 6s. 6d. 
a gallon, which in 1784 was lowered to 
4s. Sd. aud that not succeeding, it. was far- 
ther reduced in 1786 to 4s. The legal 
consumption then was 842,600 gallons, and 
on on average of ten years 1,342,000 gal- 
Jons, but got up on an average of ten years 
to 1806, -to 2,441,000 gallons. duty 
is now 11s. 04d. of which 3s. 54d. is a War 
Tax, leaving 0s. 11d. permanent.—Brandy 
—When Mr. Pitt came into office the duty 
was 9s. 63d. a gallon, which was reduced in 
1807, to 5s.; the consumption then was 
754,000 gallons, and on an average of ten 
years 611,965 gallons, but increased to an 


average of 1,580,000 gallons,on the average. 


of ten years to 1806. The sip now 
13s. 84d. of which 4s. 23d is a War Tax, 
leaving 8s. 5d. permanent. If therefore 
the War Taxes om these two articles should 
‘be allowed to expire with the war, the re- 
maining duty on the former would be some- 
thing higher than when the ‘copsumption 
was the lowest, and on the latter would be 
within Is. a gailon. It is therefore clear, 
without going into a minute calculation, that 
in both rum and brandy the revenue would 
Jose considerably by a continuation of the 
War Tax in peace, if the consumption 
should be reduced to any thing like what 
it was previous to the reduction of the duties. 
It was indeed frequently urged to Mr. Pitt 
that he would not be able to continue the 
whole of the permanent duty in peace, and 
he always admitted ‘the possibility of its 
being found necessary to reduce even that.— 
British Spirits—Another productive article, 
the duty on which has always borne a pro- 
portion to that on foreign spirits, would 
necessarily be given up if the War Tax on 
foreign spirits should be allowed to expire. 
—Goods and Wares—Under this head, by 
much the most productive article is sugar ;— 
it was understood the merchants and plan- 
ters had assurances the duty should ex- 
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pire with the war, on its having been made 
evident that @ continuance of it in peace 
would be ruinous to them, from a certainty 
that the price of the article would, as ip 
former instances, fall much lower than the 
saving by insurance and freight—Cotton 


in which we are in some branches rivalle 

on the Continent, cannot certainly bear 4 
tax in peace.— Wine-—The whole duty in 
this article is permanent, but Mr. Pitt con. 
sidered the last 207. a ton as a War Tax; 
‘and therefore, did not apply it to pay the 
interest of any Loa. The duty before the 


don—it was then reduced to 312. 
and the quantity retained fer consumption 
was in 1786, 14,626 tons, and on an 
average of ten years 13,932 tons; rose to: 
an average of 25,471 tons in ten years, to 
1 8¢6:—Goods and Shipping—I come next 
to the duty which is likely, beyond alf 
comparison, to be attended with the most 
pernicious and extensive consequences on 
a return of peace to our revenue, navigas 
tion, commerce, and manufactures. The 
effects which must inevitably be produced 
by it that it is utterly inconceiveable to me 
how they have escaped the noble lord 
This isa duty, (a most productive one now) 
of from ti. to 4/. per cent. on all British 
goods and manufactures exported, accord, 
ing to the different parts of the world ta 
which they were sent (except cotton goods), 
anda tonnage duty on ships from 6d, to 
3s. a ton, varying also according to the 
different parts of the world to which t 

shall be bound, The pledge given that it 
should not be continued was under clear 
conviction that it would be highly impolitie 
to do so. During such a naval war as the 
present, while we have nearly the exclusive 
supply of foreigners with our manufactures,. 


ty, but immediately on the return of peace, 


know, in very close competition with us, 
and the same with respect to the navigation, 
—In the reign of Charles II. when the 
subject of political economy was little under 
stood, a duty was imposed on our exports; 
but ‘so early as the reign of king William, 
the duty on woollens was taken off, and in 


preambles of the 11th and 12th W. 3d. ch. 
20, and the 8th Geo. I. ch, 15, reciting the 


manufacturing 2::d ¢ommercial interests of 


Wool, as a raw material, is a manufacture. ~ 


consolidation in 1787, was 477. 9s. to Lon. | 


no considerable risk is incurred by the du- 


other countries will come, as we wel — 


1722 the whole were repealed [refer tothe 


importance-of taking off the duties to the ~ 
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the country]. In the year preceding the 
general repeal in 1722, the value of our 
exports from England was 4,500,000, 
which was the average of the four years pre- 
ceding. In 1722, theyrose to 5,293,001, 
and the average of the four succeeding 
ars was 5,070,0002. The value is now, not 
from England, than 22,000,000/. 1 state 
from England only, and on the Custom- 
house value, because we have no accouuts 
of the exports from Scotland in the former 
period. With such experience before us, 
if danger were not self evident, it would 
surely be an extraordinary dereliction of 
our duty if we should continue this impost 
in time of peace. The ship owners we 
- know are already alarmed, and lave taken 
measures for calling the atteution of minis- 
ters, or parliament, to the importance of 
the subject; nor can it be doubted, but 

that the manufacturers: in almost every 
branch, as well as the merchants who ex- 
port the goods, will do the same.—-Tliere re- 
‘mains then only the Malt Duty; the pro- 
duce of which will perhaps not be effected 
by the return of peace: but, fet me call 
the attention of the Commiltee to the cir- 
cumstances attending this; previously tu 
the war of 1793, the whole duty on the 
article was 18. 3id. a bushel. In 179i, a 


further duty of 3d. was imposed (among | 


other articles) to continue tor 3 years. to 
pay off the debt of 3,000,000. incurred 
for the Spanish armament, but it was so 
loudly and universally complained of, and 
found so oppressive, as to induce a repeal 
of it at the end of the first year. Mr. Ad- 
dington added 1s. 34d. a bushel permanent; 
and the war duty is 2s. making a total of 
4s. 4d. exceeding the duty before the war 


by 3s.—when in 1792, it was. thought 3d. | 


was oppressive. Is it then too much, to 
ask of the committee to pause before they 
decide to leave such a pressure, which 
bears principally on the middling and low- 
er classes of society, while it is under- 
stood that the whole of the Income Tax, by 
which the higher orders are principally af- 
fected, is to cease on a peace? it would be’ 
fair at least to let the latter share the bur- 
then; 1/. per cent. on that would be about 
equal to half the Malt Duty.—I_ have now 
Soue through the whole of the WarTaxes; 


and if am uot very much deceived myself | 


on the subject, | must have convinced the 
committee of the inpolicy of continuing in 
peace all but the last, and the positive in- 
justice of that. The-neble lord stated with 
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exultation that the permanent taxes, which 
were only 10,200,000/. in,1754, had been 
increased to 32,C00,0002: im 1806; it was 
natural for him to do so, and I am rejoiced 
he has discovered that the resourees of the 
country are not in-that dilapidated state 
they were represented to be in when his 
colleagues came into office: The merits 
of my late right hon. friend in being the 
chief instrument to bring them up to that 
sum, will appear most conspicuous when it 
is adverted to, that the taxes were so judi- 
ciously selected as to admit of the manu- 


‘factures, commerce, and navigation of the. 


country, nearly keeping pace with the in- 
crease of our burthens, instead of being at 
all depressed by them. It will be suffi- 
cient to state that the value of the British 
manufactures exported from Great Britain 
in that year, ending January 1784, was 
10,409,000L. ; and in 1805, was 25,004,0000, 
{t was not however exclusively by the im- 
position of Taxes that Mr. Pitt improved 
the Revenue, but by'a constant and watch- 
ful care: proposing the lowering and 
raising duties, as he thought advisable from 
time to time ; 


The Revenwe 1781, the first year of 


his Administration 10,194,000 
Taxes of 1784 and 1785 were........ 938,000 
Gained by the Consolidation in 1787, e 
turning Fractions into Integers, 
Wocd and Cambric 85,000 
Taxes imposed in 1789 60,008 
11,277,000 
And the Produce of the same Taxes : 

in the yéar ending January 1803, 


15,453,000 


Leaving a clear gain by improved 


Of which total, Spirits, Wine, Tobac- 

co, and Post Horse duty, amount- 6 

If 1 had uo other reasons to offer against 
putting out of our power the war taxes, I 
should think I have said enough to induce 
the committee not to decide hastily in fa- 
vour of a measure which cannot be effected - 
without our domg se;. but I wish further to 
press on their consideration, that any sub- 
stitutes for those it may be found necessary 
should expire, will not be within our grasp. 
Iallude to the necessity of looking to a 
provision for our peace establisiiment; it is 
observed indeed ina paper circulated by 
ministers, “ how far some parts of the War 
Taxes. are. of a description to remain in 
force after the war; and what may be the 
provision to be made hereafter for a peace 


establishment; probably much larger than 


wee 
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than the former one. 


 Navy.—Two-thirds of Lord Sid- 


“Barrack Establishment, &€. ........ 


oT PARL. DEBATES, Fes. 16, 1807-—New Plon'of Finance. 


in former periods of peace,-are considera- 
tions which at present need not be antici- 
pated !!” Are we than to shut our eyes 
against a situation which (however hopeless 
the present prospect is) we may be in with- 
in a year or two? Are we now entirely to 


_ exclude from our deliberations the pru- 


dence of divesting ourselves of all power 
over taxes which we may want for our 


_ peace establishment, if we shall find by 


enforcing existing regulations and enacting 
new ones we can hereafter even. continue 
any part of them? However difficult it may 
be to ascertain the exact amount of that es- 
tablishment, no one will doubt for a two- 
ment but that it must be infinitely larger 
I will state one low- 
er than I am sure his majesty’s niinisters 
cau entertain the remotest hope of its being 
feduced to, and opposite to it the means 
we huve to provide for it. 
CHARGE. 
Interest of 27,466,000 
Annual Contribution to Sinking Find 1,200,000 
Cnarges on Consol.dated Fund as in 
_ 1805, probably some increase .... 1,338,000 
30,004,000 
Interest on Exchequer Bills; it will 
much more ..... 300,000 
Miscellaneous Services;. they will 
Certainly be More eee 
Army.—tTwo-thirds of Lord Sid- 
mouth’s Peace Establishment, ad- 
ding nothing: for Mr. Windham’s 


350,000 


7,490,000 


mouth’s Peace Establishment, “add- 
ing nothing for Lord: Howick’s 
Gnerease of Pay ..... 
Or pnance.—The Peace Vote in 1802. 
was 919,000/. .....:. 
anp VoLtunteers.—Very 
difficult to form any Estimate of ;*I 
will suppose so very small an 


4,864,000 
500,000 


300,000 


INCOME. 
Produce of Taxes stated by Lord H. 
Peity at 32,000,000/, I will state 
Land Tax unredcemed, and Tax on 
190,000 


Imprests seer sees 


Deficiency... 8,218,000 


This statement leaves a. deficiency of 
more than 8 millions. Will not the provi- 


‘ding for that om a peace (if nothing shall be 


| lord has led us to expect. 
of consideration. we are allowed time for | 


done towards it in mean time) furnish suf. 
ficient employment for the wisest applicas 
tion of any means without the additional 
task being imposed on us of. finding 
substitutes for taxes we are now alont 
to appropriate? Sir, exclusively of the 
mistakes and oversights already noticed, 
there is still one more which must have @ 
considerable influence on the plan before 
us; 1 mean estiniating the future war ex. 
penditure so low as 38,677,0001. or that of 
1806, to which sun itis reduced by exclud- 
ing subsidies to the amount of 1,500,0002 
and the sum requisite for the Loyalty 
Loan, as if there had not been in al 
mosi every year of war extra expences he- 
yond those’ sums;. such charges will be 
found to have amounted in an average of 
the last twelve years to 2,744,000/.; onan 
average of the last seven yearsto 3,934,0001.3 
and in the last. year to 5,188,000/. The 
noble lord wiil hardly tell us that a deter- 
mination has been taken to give no more 
subsidies to princes on the continent, how- 
ever tempting the occasion may be, not. 
withstanding the communication made to 
the French minister in the late Negociation, 
of the opinion entertained by our ministers 
of the rashness and folly of further coali- 
tion to reduce the power of France. A 
moderate and reasonable allowance for 
‘unforeseen expences will unavoidably in- 
increase the Supplementary Loans, and will 
compel necessarily the imposing taxes toa 
considerably larger amount than the noble 
If on the degree 


all the circumstances I have alluded to, 
it shall be thought expedient to decide now 
.on pledging a part of the War Taxes, let 
gentlemen weigh well in their minds, whe- 
ther, reflecting on all the disadvantages and 
objections I have stated to the collection of 
those under the management of -the Cus- 
toms and Excise, it may not be desirable 
‘rather to avail ourselves of the Income Tax 
to a limited. amount. I am aware of the 
unpopularity of that; notwithstanding 
which, under all the disadvantage of offer- 
ing suggestions to government, | am willing 
to take a full share of; for I sincerely be- 
lieve that every man who spends a reason 
able part of his income, will, at the end of 
the year, pay less in that shape than by any 
‘taxes on consumption. My entreaty to the 
noble Jord however is, not that he will re- 
linquish his. plan, nor even that he will at 
present make any alteration in the detail of 


it; Tbeseech only te tre 


—_| 
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the country. 
‘ty is undiminished, which cannot be felt 


$15) 


ment to the present year;. it will answer all. 
his purposes completely and effectually, and 
will afford him and his majesty’s other 
ministers opportunity to. consider it. more. 
fully themselves, and to advise with others, 
as well as to the public to understand it 


better than they do now. Wiih that en- 
treaty [ shall close what I mean to trouble 
the committee with ; observing only, that I 
am persuaded whiat is well intended by the 
noble lord as a relief to the people at pre- 
gent, will prove out of all proportion more 
mischievous to the permanent prosperity of 
My anxiety for her prosperi- 


more warnily by the noble lord or by his 
friends at the treasury, than it is by me, 
Lord Alenry Petty said, he should have 


felt considerable reluctance in addressing 


the house before they had gone into a com- 
mittee, as the right hon, gent.’s opposition 
to the Speaker's leaving the chair had it been 

rsisted in, would have compelled him to 
advance in support of his motion, the same - 
arguments with whieh he had already trou- 
bled the house, and thereby have involved 
him in an unpleasant repetition, that must 
have been to him extremely painful, as it 
could not have been to the house otherwise 
than irksome. He should _ begin with an- 
swering the earnest injunction that had 
been imposed on him by the right hon. 
gent. in the conclusion of his speech. He 
would assure that right hon. gent. that if he 
could be brought to think that delay in this 
instance could possibly be productive of 
any one serious goed effect, or even that it 


‘ would not be productive of material incon- 


venience, he should be extremely happy to 
meet his wishes, and should be the last per- 


son _to press it to a speedy conclusion. 


Aud here he should take occasion to remark 
upon a mistake that had too generally gone 
abroad; it had been said that he had 
bound himself as responsible for any future 
contingencies that might in a greater or 


‘less degree affect ‘his plan. One of the 


principal merits of that plan he took to be, 
that while it looked prospectively to futur 
tity, it did not go to impose any inconveni- 
ent restrictions; with respect to the future, 


it was proposed that the War Taxes to the 


amount of 1,200,000J. should be mortga- 
ged, and he was at a loss to conceive how 
any mischief could result from that plan 
that could for a moment weigh against the 
reat and paremeant advantage of a year's 

+ to the country from the burthens of 
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additional taxation. .'The right hon. gent, 
‘had, commented with some force upon 


the state of the war duties, but nothing had 
fallen from the right hon. gent. of which he 
had not been before apprized, and which 
had not made upon his mind a due impres- 
sion. He admitted the difficulty of raising 
the War Taxes. in time of peace, but beg- 
ged leave to deprecate and protest against 
the opinion that what had been. raised as. 
necessary to support the prosecution of war, 
should, when that war was over, continue 
to be levied and rendered permanent in a 
peace establishment. At a season when 
events might arise which it was not in mar 
to anticipate or predetermine on, a repre- 
sentative value for a.certain portion of | 
taxes had been suggested.. He would 
ask the right honourable gentleman what 
substitute could be found for the plan? How ~~ 
could the same relief be afforded by a sys- 
tem which would every year make a great 
addition to the permanent taxes? He 
would shew it was impossible to stop taxa- 
tion otherwise than by mortgaging the war 
taxes, When the war taxes conld no lon- 
ger be available, those permanent taxes the 
right hon, gent. now recommended might 
Like you, Sir John: 

That we can do when all the rest is gone.’”” ~ 
If the war taxes would not be prodactive 
in the same amount in time of peace, some 
of them would. be, and a considerable part — 
of the charge at least, might be continued 
on each article. What had been mortgaged, 
would besides be successively falling in; and 
if one tax must be given. up, another might 
be substituted. He looked with confidence 
to the industry of a body of able officers 
as those of the revenue were, in preventing 
smuggling,, particularly when encouraged 
by an improved system of reward, making 
them participate in the benefit of seizure, 
which they did not at present. ‘The vessels 
and implements. of the smugglers should 
be destroyed, and fines imposed upon.the 
persons upon whom those vessels. and im: 
plements should be found. .By_ these 
means, if, not altogether extinguished, the 
evil would be greatly checked... With a 
view to this object, a large peace-establish> _ 
ment would be ,highly beneficial : and. if 
chargeable in one view, it would be,econo, 
mical in another, as-it would .be the means 
of improving the revenue, which would go 
to defray its expences., .These. were ‘the . 
grounds of his hope, and he held. forth 
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only a hope, that this plan would answer 
the ends proposed. Here he would take 
occasion to give some explanation with 
respect to the property tax, which he was 
suppdsed to have pledged himself to re- 
peal. That was not the nature of his 
_ pledge, but that the means for repeal- 
ing it would exist, and that parliament 
would be free to consider the propriety of 
applying-them. His own opinion was in- 
clined to concur with that of the right hon. 
gent., that a small portion of the property 
tax would be less burthensome than those 
taxes oh consumption, which, though less 
immediately felt, were ultimately more: bur- 
- thensome and less productive, as being 
charged with a profit by every person 
through whose harids the article passed, and 
diminished in a similar succession by every 
hand employed in the collection. The 
propriety of the continuance of such a small 
property tax, would, however, remain to be 
fegulated by the public feeling, and the 
public convenience at the time. He agreed 
with him as to.the difficulty of continuing 
the war taxes. One thing however the 


tight hon. gent. was mistaken in. There 
were no war taxes on foreign goods for ex - 
He allowed it was impossible to 


portation. 
calculate precisely on the redemption of the 
‘mortgaged taxes in 14 years. But froma 
moderate calculation that would be the 
, period of redemption. If from the rise of 
stocks, the sinking fund upon these war 
loans should be slower in operation, it would 

- be larger in amount; there would then be 
only 4 per cent. for interest, and 6 for sink- 
-ing fand. There would be besides a great 
advantage in the terms of future loans, so 
that what would be lost in one way would 
be gained in another, and as the whole was 
10 be comprehended in one general account, 
‘a rise in the funds would be upon the whole 
beneficial. As to the objection made by 
the noble lord and the right hon. gent. op- 
posite, and made elsewhere also, that this 
system of borrowing money at compound 
interest was attended with double expence, 
that was true; but the charge was more than 
ted by the comparative benefits 

_ that would be afforded by preventing the 
exhausting of the country, and by renovat- 
ing and invigorating its resources. ‘If the 
country was in that state, as the right hon. 
gent. opposite argued, that the increase of 
taxation would diminish the consumption 
and the produce of the tax, we were in 
that situation, that a perseverance in the 


old system would wear away from under 
our feet the ground upon which. we stood, 
it was absolutely necessary to adopt some 
plan to prevent additional taxation, and 
this was the only plan that would answer 
that object. The best mode of judging 
the merits of this plan was to compare it 
with that of the noble lord opposite 
(Castlereagh). It was objected to this plan, 
that it went to legislate for the future; that it 
assumed a certam amount of expenditure, 
and that too low an amount, without taking 
into the calculation, the means of judgin 

of the real amouat of the wants that would 
be provided fur. Nothing ws more futile 
than this objection, as the plan would lend 
ilself to any increase of expenditure that 
might arise. ‘The only two ways in which 
it could fail to afford alleviation were these: 
first, if the war taxes should, fail during the 
war; if that should be the case, it would 
not be the. consequence of this plan more 
than any other. The failure would be in 
the nature of the tax itself, and would 
| happen under any one plan as well as ano- 
ther. “But if from any cause any of the 
present war taxes should fail, the house 
would tax other articles so as to keep up 
the present amount of revenue from the war 
taxes. Thus the plan did no more than 
we were liable to under the present system, 
As to the other point, that an increased ex- 
penditure was to be looked for, he took the 
actual state of our expenditure only as a 
secure foundation to reason upon. With 
respect to expeditions to the coutinent, or 
subsidies, there were no data to go upon. 
All he meant was, to shew the facility of 
providing for the present common expen- 
diture to any length of time ; but he should 
be sorry in doing so to adopt any plan of 
a nature to preclude thé house from accom- 
modating the basis of that plan to any cir- 
cumstances that might arise. Any plan not 
so applicable would be a very unfit basis 


to assume at random an amount of contin- 
gent expences, or an increase of common 
expences, which would afford room only 
for reasoning as fallacious as its foundation. 
He had shewn that the falling in of annui- 


would prevent the necessity of having re- 
course to any taxes for 3 years; in the sub- 
sequent seven years 292,0000. a year would 
be wanted ; in the next ten years nothing. 
Supposing an expenditure of two millions 


for a system of finance. He did not like, 


ties after those applied to the deferred stock © 


for the continent, the foundation of the 
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. would not’ be undermined, nor its. 
firmness shaken. The only consequence 
would be, that from the increase of the 
war loans by this demand, the war taxes 
would be applicable in an inferior propor- 
tion to the supplementary loans. There 


~ would be 3 years still exempt from taxation 


by the falling in of annuities. In the sub- 
sequent 7 years 505,000/. annually would 
be wanted instead of 292,000/. to be raised 
by new taxes. In the five following years 
no taxes would be wanted, and in the last 
five years of the series only 330,000/. Thus, 
in the constant succession of the war taxes, 
and the relief from all further taxation for 
three years, the plan would be obviously 
beneficial, and only a moderate increase of 
taxes would be necessary in some parts of 
the period. He stated thus much to shew 
that he did not assume to legislate for the 
future without going on tirm ground.—He 
was next to come more immediately to the 

roposed by the noble lord in his re- 
These resolutions divided them- 
selves into three points. The first and sixth 
related to the comparative effect of the pre- 
sent system and proposed plan; and the 
ninth and tenth adopting the vices, as they 
had been termed, of his plan, were intended 
to shew, that the same means of relief would 
be afforded by the existing system as by 
the new plan. But the noble lord had as- 
sumed as a right, on his part, of the public 
to take from the sinking fund without giv- 
ing any equivalent to the stockholders. 
He agreed with his right hon friend (Mr. 
Tierney), that the sinking fund was. first 
created not for the interest of the stock- 
holder, but of the public. It was a boon 
in 1786, granted by Mr. Pitt to the stock- 
holders; but what was the situation of the 
stockholders who had since lent their capital 
on the credit of that fund? The house 
should pause before it should touch that 


sacred ground. The noble lord, with his 


plan, interposed. between the public and 
public creditor, by proposing to take the 
excesses of the sinking fund after the year 
1816, and without giving any equivalent to 
the stockholder. The effect of ‘the noble 
lord’s plan on the redemption of the public 
debt would be, that ninety millions would, 
at the end of the period, remain unredeem- 
ed, and the whole would not be paid till 
the year 1832; whereas, by the new plan, 
the whole would be redeemed in 1826. T'he 
noble lord’s plan, therefore, would retard 
the ‘redemption of the debt eight years ; 
Vot, VIII 
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** Anxious the public debt to pay, 

Like prudent Fabius, by delay, 

the noble lord took all that could retard the 
redemption of the debt, and left out all 
that could accelerate it. The plan of the 
noble lord proposed to take the excesses of 
the sinking fund between 1816 and 1826, 
in which period only they could accrue, and 
as it would be necessary for him to provide 
for the loans of the year between the pre- 
sent year and the year 1816, an amount of 
6,947,000/. would ‘be necessary. . If this 
sum were not provided by new taxes, it 
must by ruinous loans, and if ultimately to. 
be provided for out of the excesses of the 
sinking fund in the last period, it would ane 
ticipate these excesses, and render them. 
unavailable when they should accrue. As 
to what had been said relative to a future 
peace establishment, he had only to observe 
that that: subject had not been excluded 
from the view of his majesty’s ministers, 
The means of providing for that establish- 
ment would exist in a higher degree than at 
the close of the late war; certainly ina 
much higher degree than at the close of the 
American war, when the right hon, gent. 
opposite (Mr. Rose) admitted that the pub- 
lic revenue was wholly. insufficient. In 
1786, the peace establishment was five mil’ - 
ons, and the revenue, exclusive of the add'- 
tional taxes, amounted only to between 
three and four millions, which improvement 
was a consequence of the Bowing prosperity 
ofthe country. At the close of the late war, 
Mr. Addington, though burthened with fift: - 
six millions charged upon the income tax, 
by one stroke of manly and vigorous finan- 
cial policy, relieved the country from the 
income tax, and funded the debt charged 
upon it, providing at the same time for the 
interest, and sinking fund uponit. On the 
next peace there would be an amount of 
seven millions, arising out of the annual 
taxes, the surplus of the consolidated fund, 
and the produce of the lottery, applicable to_ 
the establishment; and, as after the year 
1810, considerable suns would be set free 
in each year, any small sum that might be 
necessary to fill up the peace establishment 
might be appropriated from them. ‘He 
should not say what might be the anvount of 
the peace establishment, for that would’ de- 
pend on the state of France, and of Europe; 
but he could look with confidence to the re- 
sources of the country to supply ample 
means for providing for such an establish- 
ment. He complained that the noble lord 
in calculating the comparative effect of the 


oi plan, had given an unfiir view of the 
3G 
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question by stating, as he had truly done, the 
amount’of the debt created, but witholding 
the effect of the sinking fund for its redemp- 
tion. As to the plan of the noble lord, con- 


tained in his eighth resolution, for keeping | 


the sinking fund stationary when it should 
amount to an equality with the loan, and for 
adding the interest of the sum borrowed to 
the amount of the loan in each year, whilst 
the interest, and sinking fund upon that in- 
terest, was to be defrayed out of the conso. 
- lidated fund, to be afterwards replaced out 
of the excesses of the sinking fund, he 
considered that as the most ruinous system 
that could be devised. The sum to be pro- 
vided in the first year would be small ; but 
without troubling the committee with the 
intermediate accumulation, he should state, 
that before, the excesses should accrue in 


1816, the sum to be “nagar in the year 
i 


would be eleven millions, the aggregate 
sums borrowed would be one hundred and 
forty-eight or nine millions, and the charge 
upon the consolidated fund would be five 
hundred thousarid pounds, Such a system 
would be much more ruinous than this plan 
of supplementary loans. The general re- 


sult of the two plans would be, that by the 
noble lord’s plan the amount of the debt cre- 
ated would be, in 1826, 273,560,531/. with 
a sinking ‘fund of 8,960,987!.; and by the 


new plan, the amount of the debt would be 
304,884,442/. with a sinking fund of 
-19,368,000/. So that with a small increase 
of the public debt, there would be more 
than double the amount of the sinking fund. 
As to the other plan of the noble ford, it 
departed from the principle of giviug im- 
mediate relief to the country, by providing 
that we should go on as at present, till the 
sinking fund should equal the amount of the 
loan. To this he had a fundamental objec- 
tion, because it proposed to lay on 730,000/. 
taxes annually, till the sinking fund should 
reach the assumed limit, at a time when it 
was universally agreed, that all taxation 
should be avoided. ‘This plan did not 
include the possibility of an increase of ex- 
penditure, which would overturn the foun- 
dation upon which it rested. An increase 
of éxpenditure would create an increasing 
debt, whilst the sinking fund would be 
stationary.—Having proceeded somewhat 
further in thé discussion of the comparative 
merits of the system he had the hanour to 
bring forward, and that recommended b 

the opposite side of the house, the noble lord 
dilated upon the benefits which his system 
‘promised to produce, Among other ad- 
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(sed 
vantages, he stated that it was peciliarly 
calculated to occasion ‘that which was most 
important in a country like this, namely, to 
keep up the price of stocks. If they were 
inclined to advance, this system would serve 
to promote that advance; and, on the other - 
hand, if they were upon the decline, thig 
system was of such a nature as must oper, 
ate and counteract that tendency. Indeed 
the effects of this system upon the stocks 
had been already experienced. ‘The hap: 
piest omen of its character had been mani. 
tested in the rise of stocks, even within the 
period that had elapsed since its original pro- 
position. It was, in fact, evident that’ it 
served to encourage the confidence, and 
confirm the hopes of that most intelligent 
body of men, the monied interest, who 
were not to be deceived by imposing schemes 
or fallacious calculations—who were not like- 
ly to attach themselves to any project, the 
ruinous tendency of which was, according 
tothe gentlemen on the opposite bench, 
perfectly obvious. Another effect of this 
system would be to keep down. the price 
of provisions, or at least prevent those 
fluctuations in prices which so mischievously 
tended to depreciate the value of money, 
For as it precluded additional taxation, it 
must naturally serve to promote the end of 
placing provisions and other articles affected 
by taxation, on terms more easily within the 
reach of Government and the people. The 
noble lord concluded with observing that 
those two important effects pleaded most 
powerfully for the adoption of the system 
he had the honour to submit to their consi- 
deration. 

Lord Castlereayh intended to compress in 
as small compass as possible, the observa- 
tions he had to make upon the subject 
before the committee. As to what had 
been said of the objection imputed to him 
and his right hon. friend (Mr. Rose), that 
the new plan was to legislate for the future. 
he had only to state that they did not con- 
tend that any enactment on this subject 
would preclude parliament from taking such 
measures as would hereafter be deemed - 
necessary. . They had only ‘contended that 
parliament should not involve itself in 4 
measure which it would have hereafter to 
alter or abandon. There was but one sen- 
timent on all sides of the house with respect 
to the expediency of relieving the country 
from taxation. ‘There was something coer- 
cive in the language of the noble lord re- 
specting the sinking fund. If he understood 
the noble lord, he liad said that the sinking 
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* public creditor would be best consulted by 


_ aprinciple of raising money upon a com- 


he had no 


fund*was not to be touched, unless by a 
kind of bargain with the stockholder, who 
was to have his guid pro quo from the 
public. But he wished to be informed what 
id pro quo was to be given to: the stock- 
Ider when the noble lord came to take the 
excesses of the sinking fund. The princi- 
laid down by the noble lord on this 
subject could not be acted upon, and he 
would be obliged to abandonit. Parliament 
had unquestionably a right to exercise its 
discretion respecting a sinking fund; but 
here he begged to state, that he should not 
wish for any measure to be adopted that 
would prove injurious to the public creditor, 
and he contended that the interest of the 


the adoption of either of his suggestions 
than by the plan proposed by the nobie lord. 
If the sinking fund was to be touched at all, 
it would in either of the cases suggested by 
him be touched in a manner less liable to 
objection than in the manner proposed in 
the new plan. The excesses as calculated 
on in the new plan would be available both 
in war and in peace, and at the disposal of 
the minister, whereas according to his plan 
the excesses could only be taken during 
war, when loans would be necessary. His 
lan would afford a greater a of 
fimitation on the discretion o 
respecting these excesses; besides, the inter- 
est of the stockholder was materially con- 
cerned in keeping upthe value of capital in 
the market, and it would be impossible 
to effect that, when in the last period a loan 
of thirty-two millions annually would be 
raised, nay of forty or fifty millions, in con- 
sequence of the rise of stores, the deprecia- 
tion of money, and an increase of expendi- 
ture. . Small loans with a small sinking fund, 
would be much more beneficial tothe stock- 
hokler than a loan of that amount with a 
sinking fund of twenty seven millions. The 
noble lord had that night, in express’ terms, 
admitted that his system was founded upon 


pound interest, though he contended for 
the advantage of a compound benefit. But 

doubt, that the noble lord upon 
reflection, would perceive how unwise a 
principle that was. The noble lord pro- 
posed to borrow money. to pay the interest 
of his war loans, as well as the interest upon 
that interest. What would be the effect of 
such a statement going forth to Europe? 
and he could not see any other view in 
bringing forward the plan at present, bat to 
exhibit.it to Europe. There were good cal- 
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of it with which we were at present at 


-issue, and they could not fail to discover the. 


fallacy of a system built. upon compound, 
loans and compound interest, a system which. 
must inevitably lead to bankruptcy. There 
was only one authority upon which the 
noble lord could justify such a system, and 
he thanked God, that his late right hon. 
friend afforded no such authority. There 
had been but one person who, as a public 
man, could declare to a nation that he would. 
provide for the expences of a war, and for 
the interest of the debt incurred, by loan 
without taxes. That man was Mr. Necker; 
and he trusted the example was one which 
the ‘noble lord would not be ambitious to 
imitate. After the difficulties experienced 
last year with respect to taxes, and the 
gloomy representations which had been: 
made, without foundation, as it appeared to 
him, of the finances of the country, it was. 
somewhat extraordinary to have this plaw 
proposed for raising above four hundred. 
millions upon a fund of two millions and 
fifty-one thousand péunds: The noble lord 
seemed to have found the philosopher's. 
stone, and. certdinly it would appear to 
rope, as if there was conjuring in it. But 
from the effect of his plan, it would appear. 


parliament f that the noble lord had discovered the ne« 


gative philosopher’s stone, which his right 
hon. friend (Mr, Tierney) would explain to 
him—the power of spending money with- 
out creating resources. He here begged 
leave to repeat, that the noble lord’s system 
would increase the ptiblic debt, ninety mil« 
lions; and contended, that there was a most - 
striking difference between its effect, and 
that of the pure operation of the present sys« 
tem, or of either of the plans which he had. 
himself suggested. The amount of debt 
under the noble lord’s system, at the end of 
fourteen years, would be 429,386,000/. 
the amount of debt under his suggestion, 
$69,955,000/. which would give an increase 
of debt of 59,000,000/. The sinking fund, 
in the former case, would be 27,000,000/. 
in the latter 11,140,000/. the war taxes how- 
ever, would be completely bound in the 
former case, and be completely free in the 
latter, and allowing for the reduction by 
amount of excesses, it would be brought 
within a fraction of the same proportion to 
the debt under. the noble lord’s plan, as the 
sinking fund would bear to the debt under 
his present suggestion. The noble lord had 
said that the whole of the war taxes would 
be pledged, yet on the return of peace it 


culators, he- wished the noble lord to recol- 


would be open to determine what. taxes 
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might be substituted for any part of them, 
The consequence would be, that the whole 
‘ amount would be to be laid on ina period 
of peace, when the energies and zeal ofa 
period of war would be relaxed, in the place 
of being gradually laid on as the occasion 
may require ; and the minister of the day 
would be placed in the situation of devising 
means for raising the whole at once,amount- 
ing to eight or nine millions, instead of hav- 
ing the twenty-one millions of war taxes at 
his disposal. There would be ten millions 
two hundred thousand pounds of the war 
taxes made permanent, and there would 
consequently remain but 10,800,000/. to be 
successively set free. Against such a doc. 
trine he entered his protest: As to the 
an he had suggested, he had thought that 
the explanation he had given, he had sa- 
ved the noble lord the trouble of making an 
attack upon his own principles. The whole 
of what the noble lord had said on that head, 
went to prove, that it would be more dan- 
gerous to act upon his principles for nine 
years, than for twenty years. His plan 
went on the ground of a nine years expen- 
diture; and certainly, with the same funds, 
would add much less to the debt, than the 
- supplementary loans of the noble lord. He 
agreed that he could not go on further 
vithout fresh taxes, but if a peace Should 
take place at the end of that period, or be- 
fore, no new taxes would be necessary, 
The system of double loans and compound 
interest of the noble lord would only lead to 
bankruptcy and ruin, and certainly would 
bear no comparison either with the present 
system or either of the suggestions which 
he had the honour to make by way of modi- 
fication of the noble lord's plan. 

Mr.Giles declared that he would not have 
risen at that late hour, but that he saw one 
general error pervade the whole system of 
the noble lord (Castlereagh), which he 

. thought it was incumbent on him to state to 
the noble lord and the house. If he proved 
the existence of this one fundamental error 
throughout the whole of the noble lord’sstate- 
ment, he thought that that might in_ itself 
be sufficient to induce the house to reject 
those calculations which had so much of falla- 
cy in their foundation, The noble lord pro- 

a loan of eleven millions, for twenty 

ears, without ever mentioning, or taking 
into his consideration, according to the cal- 
culations in his own papers, the accumula- 

_ ting interest for that period. The sum bor- 
rowed would amount to 220 millions; the 
interest to accumulate on the different sums 

‘ao borrowed would be twenty-three years for 
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the first sum of eleven millions, nineteen for 
the second, and so on in proportion. ‘This 
would amount to cacdning upwards of 
144,000,000/. of interest, in the whole, at 
the end of the time stated. The noble lord 
had stated, that the interest, according to 
his calculation, would amount to only the 
sum of 14,656,000/. or something therea. 
bouts. This immense difference arose from 
his mistake in not havinz taken any idea of 
the accumulating interest along with him as 
he proceeded, ‘The plan of his noble friend 
(lord Henry Petty) whilst his calculations 
were fair and correct, had also this advan. 
tage over that of the noble lord (Castle. 
reagh), that at the expiration of the term 
proposed, it would leave the sinking fund 
entirely free and unfettered as to its future 
operation. 

Lord Castlereagh insisted that the error 
was not his; he had taken the statement 
from the tables C, F, and G, of the chancel, 
lor of the exchequer’s plan. 

Mr. Giles observed, that was where the 
noble lord was in error. He only took a 
view of part of the amount of inter 
whereas if he had looked into table L, he 
would have found that it summed up the 


whole, 


Mr. Davies Giddy highly applauded the 
plan of the noble lord (H. Petty). He had 
made some calculations upon the subject 
himself, and had taken some time to consi- 
der the plan which that noble lord had laid 
before the house; and he found that it uni- 
ted all the physical and moral powers that 
were necessary for the attainment of the ob- 
ject which he had in view, It was with 
arithmetical calculations as with the machin. 
ery used in mechanics; the operating power 
must be proportioned to the weight or sum 
which it has to raise. On this principle he 
found the noble lord’s system to be cor- 
rect in all its parts with making only the ne- 
cessary allowance for any thing that might 
hereafter accidentally impede the operations 
ofthe machinery, It also possessed the mo- 
ral power of exciting the confidence and 
energy of the people,—The resolutions were 
then read and agreed to, The honse re- 
sumed, and the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived on Wednesday next. 


House oF Lorps. 
Tuesday, Vebruary 17. 
(MinuTEs.] Inthe committee of pri- 
vilege, Mr. Adam was heard on behalf of 
the claim of Caarles Augustus Ellis, an in-— 
fant, to the barony of Howard de Walden, 
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- Eldon, Holland, the earl of Suffolk, the 


Augustus. Townshend, William . Mellish, 


. gad the Attorney General on behalf of the 


crown. After counsel had withdrawn lord 
‘Arden moved, that the chairman should be 
directed to move the house that the pro- 
per officer should attend with the enroll- 
ments of patents of peerage granted in the 
yeign of queen Elizabeth. A conversation 
ensued between lords Hawkesbury, Auck- 
fand, Arden, the duke of Norfolk, lords 


lord Chancellor, and lord Redesdale, the 
result of which was, that lord Arden with- 
drew his motion. After some further ob- 
servations from the duke of Norfolk and 
Jord Hawkesbury, the further consideration 
of the claims was deferred till this day 
three weeks.—-The Controverted Elections 
Trial bill, the Barrack Commissioners bill, 
aud the Cape of Good Hope Trade regu- 
lation Bill, passed through the committees. 
‘and were reported.—The bill for the Re- 
gulation of Courts of Justice in Scotland 
was, on the motion of lord Walsingham, 
ordered to be read a second time on Mon- 
day, the 9th of March, and the lords to 
‘be summoned for that day.—The earl of 
Rosslyn moved an Address to his majesty, 
praying for certain papers consisting of re- 
turns respecting the effective strength of 
‘the military force of the country. Ordered. 


Hous& or Commons. 
Tuesday, February 17. 
- [Minures.] A message from the 
lords announced their lordships’ assent to 
‘the Irish Customs Regulation bill—The 
house was ordered to be called over on 
Thursday next.—The following members 
were appointed by ballot, to try and deter- 
‘mine the merits of the petition, complain- 
ang of an undue election for the borough 
-of Liskeard: sir Charles Pole, sir Charles 
Mordaunt, E. R. Portman, esq. John Mait- 
land, esq. Michael Sims, esq. Joseph Cripps, 
‘esq. John Hudson, esq. John Leveson 
“Gower, esq. hon. Courtenay Boyle, Rich- 
ard Trevanion, esq. Edward Long, esq. 
- Charles Edmonston, esq. R. H. Bradshaw, 
.esq.: Nominees, Thomas Creevey, esq. 
right hon. Charles Long.—The following 
members were appointed to try the merits 
_ of the petition, complaining of an undue 
election for Sudbury: lord Brooke, Mich- 
- ael Hicks Beach, esq. hon. sir A. Wellesley, 
hon. Robert Curzon, lord Grenville Leve- 
son Gower, Jas. Graham, esq. hon. W. 
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esq. sir C. M. Burrell, bart. lord Archibald 
Hamilton, Henry Swann, esq. hon. A. C. 
Bradshaw, sir William Paxton; Nominees, 
sir John Doyle, bart. Robert Hurst, esq. 
A petition of the tanners of Ulverstone 
and its vicinity, in the county of Lancaster, 
was presented to the house, and read; 
taking notice of the bill for indemnifying 
persons who have incurred penalties for re- 
grating and engrossing Oaken bark; and 
for repealing so much of an act of the 2d 
year of king James the first, as prohibits 
the same; aud praying, that the same may 
pass into a law. A petition of the tanners 
of the district of Armagh; and also; A per . 
tition of the tanners of Gorey and its vicinity, 
in the county of Wexford, were also seve- 
tally presented to the house, and read; 
likewise taking notice of the said bill; and- 
setting forth, that if the object and clauses 
of the said act of the 2d year of king James 
the first, to prevent the regrating or re-sel- 
ling Oak bark, should be carried into exe- 
cution, the annihilation of the tanning trade 
in Ireland would be the inevitable conse- 
quence; and therefore praying, that the 
house will not permit the provisions of the 
said act to be enforced. And the said 
titions were severally ordered to be referred 
to the consideration of the committee, ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the act, 
made in the 2d year of king James the 
first, intituled, “ an act concerning tan- 
ners, curriers, shoemakers, and other arti-. 
ficers occupying the cutting of leather.”— 
Sir Edward Knatchbull reported from the 
committee, to whom the bill for extending, 
to sums of greater amount than forty shil- 
lings, the provisions of three acts, passed in 
the 5th, 6th, and 10th years of his present 
majesty,. for the recovery of small debts 
within the hundreds of Blackheath, Brom- 
ley and Bekenham, Rokesley otherwise 
Ruxley, and Little and Littleness, in the 
county of Kent, and of Wallington, in the 
county of Surrey, and for amending the 
said acts, was committed; that the com- 
mittee had examined, and found that the 
standing orders of the house, relative to 
bills for the more easy recovery of small 
debts, had been complied with; and that 
the committee had examined the allegations 
of the bill, and found the same to be true; 
the report and amendments were read, and 
agreed to.—Ordered, that the bill, with — 
the amendments, be ingrossed. . 
Sir Charles Mordaunt reported. from — 
the Committee, to whom the petition of 
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-several. mhabitants of the town of Bir- 
- mingham, and the hamlet of Deritend 
thereto adjoining, in the county of War- 
wick, was referred; that the committee 
had. examined the matter of the said. 
petition, and had directed him to report 
the same, as it appeared to them, to the 
house ; and he read the report in his place, 
and afterwards delivered it in at the table, 
where the same was read. Ordered, that 
leave be given to bring in a bill to alter, 
amend,- and erilarge the powers of an act, 
passed in the 25th year of his late majesty, 
for the more easy and speedy recovery of 
Small Debts within the town of Birming- 
ham, and hamlet of Deritend thereto ad- 
joining, in the county of Warwick ; and 
that sir Charles Mordaunt and Mr. Dug- 
dale do prepare, and bring in, the same. 
——Resolved, that when the house shall have | 
proceeded upon Thursday next to the ap- 
pointment of select committees for the trial 
of the several petitions which are appointed 
to be taken into consideration upon. that 
day, and the names of the members shall 
be drawn and called for that purpose, 
Mr. Speaker do direct the name of every. 
‘member so called, who shall be absent. 
from the house, to be set aside; and 
that a list of the names of such absent 
members be reported by Mr. Speaker to 
the honse, at such time as the house shail 
think fit to appoint.—Resolved, that, upon 
the report of the list of the names of such 
absent members, the members for whose 
‘ non-attendance, on the appointment of the 
said select commitiees, a sufficient excuse 
_ shall not be made, and allowed by the 
house, shall be forthwith ordered to be ta- 
ken into the custody of the serjeant at arms 
attending this house, and shall not be dis- 
charged out of custody without the special 
order of this house.—A petition of the 
master, wardens, and commnonalty, of the 
art or mystery of the curriers of the city of 
London ; and also, a petition of the mas- 
ter, wardens, and commonalty, of the mys- 
tery of cordwainers of the city of London, 
were severally presented to the house, and 
read ; taking notice of an act, made in the 
2d year of king James the first, intituled, 
© an act concerning tanners, curriers, shoe- 
‘makers, and. other artificers occupying 
. © the cutting of leather ;’ and setting forth, 
that the petitioners are interested in many 
of the provisions. contained ‘in the said sta- 
tute, and the more especially in such parts 
thereof as regulate the well tanning and 
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ing of leather ; and that, 
before any alteration is made in the said 
act, they may be heard, by themselves, 
their agents, or counsel, in support of such 
parts thereof, as they conceive to be bene.. 
ficial to themselves and the public at large, 
—A petition of the master tanners of the 
city of Waterford ; and also a petition of 
the tanners of Stradbally, in the -queen’s 
county, were likewise severally presented 
to the house and read; taking notice of 
the bill for indemnifying persons who have 
incurred pevalties for regrating and engross. 
ing Oaken Bark, and for repealing so much 
of an act of the 2d year of king James the 
first as prohibits the same; and praying - 
that the same may pass into a law. - And 
the said petitions were severally ordered 
to be referred to the consideration of the 
committee, appointed to take into conside- 
ration the said act.—Resolved that an 
bumble address be presented to his majes- 
ty, that he will be graciously pleased to © 
give directions, that there be laid before 
this house, copies of any commissions issued 


by his majesty, for the Sale of Lands in the 


British West India Islands, between the 
years 1765 and 1775, inclusive. Ordered, _ 
that the said address be presented to his — 
majesty by such members of this house as 
are of his majesty’s most honourable privy 
council.-- Earl Temple reported from the 
committee appointed to consider of the 
expediency of permitting the use of Sugar 
and Molasses in the Distillery and Brew- 
ery, for a time to be limitted, under the 
circumstances now aflecting the trade of 
the British Colonics in the West Indies, 
and to report the same, with their obser- 
vations and opinion thereupon, from time 
to time, to the house ; and who were em-_ 
powered to report the minutes of the evi- 
dence taken before them; that the com. — 
mittee had considered the matters to them 
referred, and had directed him to report 
the same, as they appeared to them, to the 
house, together with the minutes of the 
evidence taken before them ; and he read the 
rt in his place, and afterwards deliver- 
the same, with an appendix thereunto, — 
in at the table, where the report was 
read. Ordered, that the said report do 
lie upon the table; and with the appendix, 
be printed for the members of the house, 
—Mr. Hobhouse reported from the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to whom the bill 
to provide more effectually for regulating 


the Drawbacks and Bounjies on the expor- 
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fation of Sugar from Ireland, and for al- 


fowing British plantation sugar to be ware- 
housed ‘in Ireland, was committed; the 


’ gmendments which the committee had 


made to the bill, and which they had di- 
yected him to report to the house; and he 
gead the report in his place, and afterwards 
delivered the bill, with the amendments, 
in at the table, where the report was read. 
Ordered, that the said report be taken in- 
to further consideration upon Friday next. 
—Mr. Hobhouse reported from the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to whom the 
bill to amend several acts for the sale of 
his majesty’s Quit Rents, crown and other 
rents, and of certain lands forfeited and 
undisposed of, in Ireland, was committed ; 
the amendments which the committee had 
made to the bill, and which they had di- 
rected him to report to the house ; and he 
read the report in his place, and afterwards 
delivered the bill, with the amendments, 
in at the table, where the amendments 
were read, and agreed to by the house, 
Ordered, that the bill, with the amend- 
ments, be ingrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow.—The bill for extending 
to German Yarn the provisions of an act, 
made in the last session of the last parlia- 
ment, for permitting Prussian yarn to be 
imported in foreign ships, on payment of 
the like duties as if imported th British 
ships, was read a second time, and com- 
mitted toa committee of the whole house, 
-for to-morrow. 

[PETITIONS AGAINST THE SLAVE 
TRADE Asouirion A Petition 
of Joseph Marryat, esq. agent for the island 
of Trinidad, was presented to the liouse, 
and read; setting forth, “ That the peti- 
tioner observes, with inexpressible concern, 
that a bill is now depending before the 
house for the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; 
and that the operation of such a measure, 
if passed into a law, will inevitably ruin 


- many British subjects, who have embarked 


their property in the island of Trinidad, 
confiding in the*encouragement held out 
by his majesty’s ministers ; and that the 
whole of the sugar estates in the said island 
are in a state of infancy, all of them hav- 
ing been cleared and put into cultivation 
since the year 1784, and many of thém 
since the year 1797, when the island was 
surrendered to the British arms; and that, 
IM consequence of the encouragement held 
out to British subjects by his majesty’s mi- 

purchases weré made from’ the 


Spaniards of those estates which had been 
settled under the cedula of Spain, at the 
very high prices of from 50/. to 60/1. sterl- 
ing per acre; and large sums of money 
have been expended in erecting works and ~ 
buildings upon the different plantations, 
for the manufacturing of sugar and distil- 
lation of rum, upon an expectation that the 
planters would be able, as their’ capitals 
increased, to acquire by gradual purchases 
a sufficient number of negroes to cultivate 
their estates to advantage; and that none 
of the estates in the island are as yet sufti- 
ciently stocked with negroes; and, if this 
bill should pass into a law, the lands thus 
cleared and purchased, and the buildings 
thus erected, would become of little or no 
value, from the impossibility of cultivating 
the one, or making the intended use ‘of the 
other; and that the government of Spain 
has lately issued cedulas inviting settlers to 
the Spanish main, by the offer of liberal 
grants of land, an open trade with all na- 
tions, the free importation of slaves, and 
exemption from taxes and from duties on 
imports and exports for ten years, ad- 
vantages which, from the facility of the 
communication between the adjacent Con- 
tinent and Trinidad will, after the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, be powerful tempta- 
tions to the inhabitants of that island to 
emigrate. with their negroes to the opposite 
coast, and thus to depopulate a British set- 
tlement to aggrandize those of the enemy ; 
and therefore praying, on the part of his 
constituents, that the said bill may not 
pass into a law ; and that he may be heard 
by counsel at the bar of the house, and 
may be permitted to give’ evidence in sup- 
port of the case of his constituents.” 

A’ Petition of the planters, merchants, 
mortgagees, annuitants, and others, inter- 
ested in the British West India colonies, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the house, and read; set- 
ting forth, ‘“‘ That the petitioners observe, 
with the deepest concern and alarm, that 
a Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
has passed the house of lords, and is now 
depending before this house; and that the 
trade to Africa for labourers has been, for 
a great number of years, sanctioned, ap- 
proved, and encouraged by royal charters 
and proclamations, and by repeated acts 
‘of the British legislature, which declare, 
‘in the strongest terms, a most anxious 
‘desire to regulate, extend, ‘secure, and 
preserve this trade, pronounced by ‘pare 
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liament: to be. highly advantageous to 
. Great Britain, and necessary for supplying 
her plantations and colonies with a suffi- 
cient number of negroes; and that the 
British West India colonies were settled, 
and have ever been cultivated, under the 
solemn faith of those charters and procla- 
mations, and of those laws which have con- 
firmed the West India colonists in the most 
perfect assurance and confidence that they 
should continue to obtain supplies of ne- 
groes from Africa; and that the cultiva- 
tion of those colonies cannot be carried on 
without supplies of African negroes; and 
that the settling of the interior of those 
islands, which is greatly conducive to their 
safety, cannot be promoted, if the slave 
trade shall be abolished; and that, if the 
bill should be passed into a law, the worst 
consequences will ensue from it, destructive 
not only to the properties of the British 
planters, and of their creditors, whose for- 
tunes have assisted in cultivating the plan- 
tations in the West Indies, and are now se- 
cured upon them, but also deeply injurious 
to the interests of the British empire at 
large, as all descriptions of property in this 
kingdom must suffer most severely by the 
effects of a plan that shall operate to de- 
stroy the great capital invested in the British 
West India colonies, and to cut off a com- 
merce which pays in duties annually to 
Great Britain upwards of three millions, 
employs more than sixteen thousand sea- 
men, contributes one third to her whole 
_ exports, and one third to her imports, con- 
sumes annually of her manufactures and 
_ produce six millions, and which is pre- 
eminently distinguished as the most secure 
and independant source of national prospe- 
rity, and a principal support of the naval 
superiority of this country; and that this 
measure, if it should be carried into effect, 
must diminish, in a very few years, the pro- 

rty invested in the British West India 
islands, and open the means of hastening 
the progress of rival colonies; must forbid 
the supply of losses of negro population, 
which general causes, or accidents, or dis- 
eases peculiar to the climate, occasion, and 
which humane and provident management 
is unavailing to prevent; must stop the 
completion of establishments already begun, 
at a great expence, and put an end to the 
increase of small settlers in the interior of 
the islands, so necessary for their security ; 
and, in short, must inflict extreme present 


injury, and eventual decay and ruin, upon 
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those colonies; and that an immediate . 
consequence of the abolition will be the | 
loss of the white population of the colo- — 
nies, at present composing the militia, the 
principal defence of the country, by taking 
away the hope and the means of betterin 
their fortunes, their only inducement for 
venturing to those islands; and that many 
persons in the West India colonies, alread 
settled and attached to the soil, will, from, 
the same causes, emigrate to countries 
where they will meet with more encourage- 
ment and protection; and that those who. 
must, from necessity, remain, will be left 
exposed to all the calamities attendant — 
upon revolt and insurrection; and that the 
operation of the bill, if it shall pass into a 
law, will be to violate the system of colo- 
nial law, relative to property, the provisions 
of families, and the securities of creditors; 
and that the petitioners assure the house, 
that their statements are founded on the 
basis of truth; that they are advanced by 
those, whose local knowledge, and whose. 
due and fair regard to their own welfare,. 
afford them the best opportunities of form- 
ing correct conclusions, and that they can 
be established by evidence; and that the 
agitation of the question of an abolition of 
the slave trade is at all times preguant with 
great mischief; and that the petitioners 


must view, with peculiar alarm, a renewed 


discussion of that question, at a period 
when the existence of a black power, in 
the neighbourhood of the most important 
British island in the West Indies, affording 
a memorable and dreadful lesson, recorded: 
in characters of blood, of the issue of doe- 
trines intimately, constantly, and insepara-. 
bly connected with the abolition of the 
slave trade, ought most powerfully to have 
inculcated the necessity of discountenancing 
all such discussions, which tend to alienate 
the minds of the negroes in the British 
West India colonies from a state of subor- 
dination, and which hold forth no prospect 
whatever of real good, but, on the contrary, 
if persevered in, will be a fruitful source of 
enormous evil; and that the petitioners 
shrink, with horror, from a contemplation 
of those scenes, which that country has 
frightfully exhibited ; and that confiscation 
cannot be authorized without proof of de- 
linquency ; and that the characters of the 
petitioners have been traduced, but delin- 
quency has never been proved ; and that the 
petitioners, duly weighing these considera- 
tions, and apprized ef the constant exer 
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‘tions displayed by the commons in patlia- 


ment assembled, in raising this country to 
its present state of power and security, are 
desirous of expressing their reliance, that 
the wise interposition of the house will re- 


ject a measure, which cannot be adopted 


without occasioning so great a sacrifice of 
the national resources, at a juncture when 
those resources are more than ever neces- 
sary to enable -the country to make head 
against the most formidable enemy it ever 
had to contend with; and therefore pray- 
ing, that the said bill may not pass into a 
law; and that they may be heard, at the 
bar of the house, by themselves, or their 
counsel, against the same, and that they 
may be permitted to produce evidence.” 

A Petition of Edmund Pusey Lyon, esq. 


- agent for the island of Jamaica, was also 


presented to the house, and read; setting 
forth, “ That the petitioner observes with 
the deepest concern and alarm, that a bill 
for the Abolitien of the Slave Trade has 
passed the house of lords, and is now de- 
pending before this house; and that the 
fatal tendency of the measure of abolishing 
the slave trade, and the destructive conse- 
quences which must result from its accom- 
plishinent, have impelled the petitioner's 


‘constituents to instruct him to give the 


most strenuous opposition to this bill; and 
that the trade to Africa for labourers has 


_ been for a great number of years sanction- 
ed, approved, and encouraged, by royal 


charters and proclamations, and by repeated 
acts of the British legislature, which declare 
in the strongest terms a most anxious de- 
site to regulate, extend, secure, and pre- 
serve this trade, pronounced by parliament 
to be highly advantageous to Great Britain, 
and necessary for supplying her plantations 


' and colonies with a sufficient number of 


negroes; and that the British West India 


’ colonies were settled, and have ever been 


cultivated under the solemn faith of those 
charters and proclamations, and of those 
laws which have confirmed the West India 
colonists in the most perfect assurance and 
confidence, that they should continue to 


ebtain supplies of negroes from Africa ; 


and that the cultivation of the island of 
Jamaica cannot be carried on without sup- 
plies of African negroes; and that the set- 
tling of the interior of that colony, which 
is greatly conducive to its safety, cannot be 
peers if the slave trade shall be abo- 
ished ; and that if the bill should be passed 
into a law, the worst consequences will en- 
Vou. VIII. 


sue froin it, destructive not only to the pro- 
perties of his constituents, and the propri- 
etors of the other British West India ‘colo- 
nies, and of their creditors, whose fortunes 
have assisted in cultivating the plantations 
in the West Indies, and are now secured | 
upon them, but also deeply injurious to the 
interests of the British empire at large, as 
all descriptions of property in this kingdom. 
must suffer most severely by the effects of 
a plan that shall operate to destroy the 
great capital invested in the British West 
India colonies, and to cut off a commerce. 
which pays annually in duties upwards of. 
three millions to Great Britain, employs 
more than sixteen thousand seamen, -con- 
tributes one third to her whole exports, 
and one third of her imports, consumes an- 
nually of her manufactures and produce 
six millions, and which is pre-eminently 
distinguished as the most secure and inde- 
pendent source of national prosperity, and 
a principal support of the naval superiority 
of this country; and that this measure, if 
it should be carried into effect, must di- 
minish in a very few years the property in- 
vested in Jamaica, and the other British. 
West India islands, and open the means of 
hastening the progress of rival colonies, 
must forbid the supply of losses of negro 
population, which general causes, or acci- 
dents or diseases peculiar to the climate 
occasion, and which humane and_ provi- 
dent management is unavailing to pre- 
vent; must stop the completion of esta- 
blishments already begun at a great ex- 
pence, and put an end to the increase of 
small settlers in the interior of the islands, 
so necessary for their security; and, in 
short, must inflict extreme injury and 
eventual decay and ruin upon those colo- 
nies ; and that ‘an immediate consequence 
of the abolition will be, the loss of the 
white population of the colonies, at pre- 
sent composing the militia, the principal 
defence of the country, by taking away the 
hope and the means of bettering their for- 
tunes, their only inducement for venturin 
to thoseislands ; and that many persons in 
the British West India colonies, already 
settled and attached to the soil, will from 
the same causes emigrate to countries 
where they will meet with more encourage- 
ment and protection; and that those whe 
must from necessity remain, will be left ex- 
posed to all the calamities attendant upon 
revolt and insurrection; and that the ope- 
ration of the bill, if it should pass into a 
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law, will be to violate the system of colo- 
“nial law relative to property, the provi- 
-sions of families, and the securities of cre- 
~ditors; and that the petitioner assures the 

- house, that his statements are founded on 
the basis of truth, that they are the result 
of the full .and mature consideration of his 
-eonstituents, whose local knowledge, ‘and 


whose due and-fair regard to their own 


Welfare, afford them the best opporitinities 
. of forming, correct conclusions; and that 
- they can be established by evidence; and 
that the agitation of the question of the 
abolition of the slave trade is at all times 
pregnant with great mischief; and that the 
petitioner must view with peculiar alarm 
the renewed discussion of that question, at 
a period when the existence of a black 
power in the neighbourhood of the island 
of Jamaica, affording a memorable and 
dreadful lesson recorded in characters of 
‘blood, of the issue of doctrines intimately, 


constantly, and inseparably connected with: 


‘the abolition of the slave trade, ought most 
powerfully to have inculcated the necessity 
of discountenancing all such discussions, 
which tend to alienate the minds of ihe 
negroes in the British West India colonies 
from a state of subordination,and which hold 
forth no prospect whatever of real good, but 
‘othe contrary, if persevered in, will be a 
-fruitful source of enormous evil; and that 
the petitioner shrinks with horror from a 
‘contemplation of those scenes which ‘that 
‘country has frightfully exhibited ; and that 
‘confiscation cannot be authorized without 
proof of delinquency; and that the cha- 
-racters of the petitioner’s constituents have 
‘been traduced, but delinquency has never 
been proved ; and that the petitioner, duly 
weighing these considerations, and apprized 
of the constant exertions displayed by the 
commons in parliament assembled, in rais- 
ing this country to its present state of pow- 
-er and security, is desirous of expressing 
his reliance, that the wise interposition of 
the house will reject a measure, which 
cannot be adopted without occasioning so 
great a sacrifice of the national resources, 
at a juncture when those resources are 
more.than ever necessary to enable the 
‘country to make head against the most 

formidable enemy it ever had to contend 

with ; and the petitioner therefore prays, 
that the said bill ay not pass into a law: 
and that he may be heard at the bar of 
the house, by himself or his counsel, 
against the same ; and that he may be per- 


mitted to produce evidence in support of 
the case of his constituents.” 

A petition of the planters, merchants, 
and ‘others of the city of Glasgow, con. 
nected with the island of Trinidad, was 
also presented to the house, and read; set- 
ting forth, that the petitioners were in- 
duced to invest their capital in the settling 
of lands in the said island of Trinidad, upon 
the faith ef the assurances held out by his ma- 
jesty’s government, when it was ceded to 
this country, that they would be allowed to 
clearandcultivatethe propertyin the manner 
usually practisedin the West India islands, 
by ihe labour of i-<4ro slaves, which alone 
is adapted for that purpose; and that, by 


the bill now pending for abolishing the slave. 


trade, the imporiation of negroes into this 
new colony is prohibited ; and, if it should 
pass into a law, the interest of the peti- 
tioners will be most materially affected, the 
capital sunk in the improvement of the 
lands will be greaily diminished, if not al- 
together lost, and the time and labour al- 
ready consumed in the prospect of future 
and distant returns will be totally mis- 
spent; the petitioners therefore repose in 
the good faith of his majesty’s government, 
upon which his subjects have always had 
the surest grounds to rely, and upon which 
the petitioners in particular acted with the 
most unlimited confidence when embark- 
ing on this business, that such consequen- 
ces will be averted, and that the interest 
of the settlers in this colony will be pre- 
served ; and therefore praying, that the 
house will give permission to import negro 
slaves into the said island until the lands 
actually granted have been duly and sufli- 
ciently supplied, or to permit the petition- 
ers to be heard, by counsel at the bar, for 
their special interest, or to take such other 
means for their relief as to the houfe may 
seem meet.” 

A petition of John Anderson and Alex- 
ander Anderson, of Philpot Lane, London, 
merchants, proprietors of Bance Island, in 
the river Sierra Leone, on the windward 
coast of Africa, was also presented to the 
house, and read; setting forth, “ that by 
an act, made in the 25th year of his late 
majesty, intituled, “ an act for the appli- 
cation of a sum of money therein mention- 
ed, granted to his majesty, making com- 
pensation and satisfaction to the Royal Af- 
rican Company of England ;” “ that where- 
as it appears, that a certain island, situate 


in the river Sierra Leone, on the said coast 
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. and buildings thereon, having been for- 


- should have a recompence: Be it therefore 


- and that the same shall henceforth conti- 


year 1794, by an invasion of American 
‘and French subjects, the property of the 


of such property so destroyed ; and that 


ets. apprehend the bill now depending in 
_ parliament, to put an end to the slave 


_ their pore ee to collect the debts due to 
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of Africa, called Bance Island, with a fort 


merly in the possession of the said- Royal 
African Company, was, in the year 1728, 
deserted by the sdid company and their 
agents ; aud the said fort has been some 
time in the possession of Alexander Grant, 
John Sargent, and Richard Oswald, of 
London, Merchants, who have disbursed a 
considerable sum in the preservation and 
improvements of the said island and fort, 
for which it is just, and reasonable they 


enacted, that the said Alexander Grant, 
John Sargent, and Richard Oswald, shall 
be at liberty, notwithstanding’ the present 
act, to continue in. the quict possession of 
the said island, fort, and buildings théreon, 


nue and be absolutely vested in them, 
their heirs and assigns ;” and that upon the 
faith and right granted, and the protec- 
tion afforded ‘to them by the said act, the 
said Alexander Grant, John Sargent and 
Richard Oswald, established large facto- 
ries upon the said island, called Bance Is- 
land, with many dependent factories in 
the neighbourhood, and laid out and in-| 
vested a very great capital therein ; and 
that the petitioners afterwards purchased 
the right and interest of the persons enti- 
tled to the said island, with the slaves and 
other property thereon, and are now the 
sole proprietors thereof ; and that in the 


petitioners, in the said island alone, to the 
amount of 20,0001, sterling, and upwards, 
was destroyed, and the petitioners have 
since replaced, and laid out, the amount 


the petitioners have, at great risque and 
labour, and at an immense, expence, esta- 
blished a great trade at the said island, 
called Bance Island ; and that the Peti- 
tioners did so upon the assurance and be- 
lief that, by the said act, the property of 
the said island was as perfectly vested in, 
and secured to them, as any other species 
of property which the subjects of these 
realms possess under the sanction and pro- 
tection of the law; and that the petition- 


trade, will render their property on Bahce 
Island of no value, and likewise prevent’ 


thein, as the people on the coast of Africa 


17, 1807.—Scotch Clergy. [sas 


have no other means of making payment 
but By slaves ; andtherefore praying, that 
the said act may not pass into a law, and 
that they may-be heard by counsel, and 
they hope their prayer will not seem 
unreasonable, considering they hold’ the 
property under an act of parliament, ii 
which is acknowledged the justice of re- 
compence to the proprietors, for the mo- 
ney disbursed in the preservation and im- 
provement of the said island.”—And the 
said petitions’ were severally ordered to lie 
upon the table, until the engrossed bill 
from the lords, intituled “ an act for the 
abolition of the Slave Trade,” be read a 
second time; and that the petitioners be 
then heard by their counsel, agents, and 
witnesses, against the said bill, upon their 
petitions, if they think fit. ae 
[Scorcu CLEreyY:] The Lord Advo- 
cate rose, pursuant to notice, to bring for- 
ward a motion upon this ‘subject. The 
noble lord, after some remarks upon the 
propriety of enabling the clergy to preserve 
that independence of circumstances, and 
that decency of appearance which Were ne-. 
cessary to secure the due deference of their 
station, and not unfrequently to give effect 
to their instructions, called the attention of 
the committee to the manner in which the. 
clergy were provided for in Scotland. In 
many instances their provision was extreme- 
ly inadequate, and his object was to remove. 
that inadequacy. With a view to that, he 
conceived it necessary that'the commission» 
of Teinds, which had heretofore belonged 
to the court of session, should be transfer-_ 
red to the court of exchequer. The rea- 
son for this transfer must be obvious to 
those who were at all acquainted with the 
comparative engagements of these two 
courts. -In the court of session there was, 
in fact, such a crowd of business, that that 
“court had not leisure to attend to the dis- 
charge of this eommission, while the court. 
of exchequer was fully enabled, without 
any inconvenience, to execute every thing 
that appertained to it. The one court was 
really a bankrupt in its business to the 
country, notwithstanding the extraordinary. 
activity and diligence of the judgéS, and 
particularly that of the chief judge, who 
was indeed a model of industry; while the 
other court was comparatively disengaged. - 
The removing therefore the superintendence. 
of teinds to a tribunal which had time to 
attend to it, was of course desirable. In, 
the next place, he proposed to create a 
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fund for the provision of the clergy, from’ 
the stipends received by patrons from the 
death of an incumbent to the induction of 
is successor. Such receipts patrons had 
heretofore disposed of for such purposes s 
they thought proper to consider pious; but 
It was now generally felt, that the erection 
of the fund he had mentioned, would be 
by much the most pious application of it. 
‘The noble lord concluded with moving “ for 
leave to bring in a bill for repealing certain 
s of the act of the parliament of Scot- 
land passed in the fourth session of the first 
parliament of queen Anne, intitled, ‘ Act 
anent Plantation of Kirks and Valuation 
of Teinds;’ and for vesting in the Court of 
xchequer in Scotland, the said powers: 
and for regulating the proceedings of the 
said Court of Exchequer, as to the exercise 
of such powers.” 

_ The Speaker observed, that as this mo- 

tion concerned religion, the regular mode 
of proceeding, according to the standing 
order, would be to take it into considera- 
tion, in the first instance, in a committee 
of -the whole, house.—After a few words 
from lord A. Hamilton, the house resolved 
into the committee suggested by the Spea- 
ker, the resolution proposed was agreed to; 
and on the house resuming, the chairman 
obtained leave to bring in the bill. 
' The house, after lord H. Petty had an- 
nounced his majesty’s acquiescence in the 
measure, resolved itself into a similar com- 
- mittee on the motion of the Lord Advo- 
cate; and the noble lord preposed that 
leave should be given to bring in a bill to 
noprove the stipends of such of the paro- 
chial Clergy of Scotland as are precluded 
from farther augmentation by the exhaus- 
tion of their teinds. 

“Mr. W. Dundas hoped he should not 
be represented as hostile to the interests of 
the Scotch clergy, who were a most respec- 
table body, and for whom no man had a 
higher respect than he had, if he thought 
it right to state here that in making a suit- 
able provision for their maintenance, re- 
gard ought always to be had to the situa- 
tion in which the order had for two centu- 
ries stood. That situation was that of a 
middle rank, between the common people 
and the gentry, moderating the pride of the 
Jatter and the turbulence of the former. 
He thought the application of the revenues 
ef vacant benefices might exceed the 
_ moderate and suitable provision he pro- 
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(S40, 
Lord Archibeld Hamilton considered 
this a. measure of the utmost importance, 
He had received many communications re- 
specting it, and hoped that time would-be 
‘allowed to all parties to investigate its 
mertils. 
The Lord Advocate was disposed to ac- 
cede to any period of delay that could be 
reasonably expected, and he had no doubt 
that upon a fair consideration of its. merits, 
such persons us might at present misunder- 
stand it, would be reconciled to its provi- 
|sions. 'To afford therefore to any who op- 
posed the measure an opportunity of cor- 
recting their errors, and amending their 
feelings, he proposed if the bill should be 
read a first time, to move that it be printed, 
and the second reading fixed for this day 
three weeks.—The house baving resumed, 
the report was received, and the chairman 
obtained leave to bring in the bill moved | 
for by the lord advocate. A 
[Sugar Drawesacks.] On the mo- 
tion of lord Henry Petty the house re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole 
house, to consider of granting relief to the 
West India Trade, Mr. Hobhouse in the 
chair. 
Lord H. Petty stated to the com- 
mittee, that as the subject which he was 
about to bring under their consideration, 
was so generally known, and the principles 
upon which the measures he proposed to 
adopt were grounded were so obvious, that 
it would be necessary for him to trouble 
the committee with a very few words in- 
deed. The great stock of sugar on hand, 


arising partly from the situation of the » 


continent, and partly from other circum- 
stances, called for legislative interference, 
and the house he was sure, would take the 
necessary measures for that purpose. The 
object of the resolutions he had to propose 
was, to encourage the exportation of su- 
gars, and the consumption of rum. The 
first he proposed to do by allowing boun- 
ties, and permitting sugars, which might be 
taken out of the warehouses for home con- 


sumption, to be returned to the warehouses | 


for exportation, with proper provisions to 
prevent their being taken out again for 
home consumption, without paying the ne- 
cessary duties. This regulation would 
have the effect of inducing foreigners to 
make this country the depot for the supply 
of the continent. The other object was to 
-be effected by laying an additional duty on 
brandy. ‘This was the article of regulation 
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to which he had alluded in opening the 
ways and means for the year; and he 
trusted the house would agree in the pro- 
priety of adopting it. Upon all due con- 
sideration of the subject, it appeared, that 
prandies would bear an addition of 2s. 6d. 

y gallon on all brandies imported for 
home consumption, and of 1s. per gallon 
on brandies imported for re-exportation. 
- 'The noble lord moved the following reso- 
lutions: “ That a bounty of ten shillings 
per cwt. be allowed on the exportation of 
all double-refined sugar, over and above 
the allowances now made on the exporta- 
tion of refined sugars. ‘That a bounty of 

‘ two’ shillings per cwt. be allowed on the 
| exportation of ail raw and muscovado su- 
gars, under the price of forty shillings per 
cwt.; and of one shilling per cwt. on all 
raw and muscovado sugars, of between 
forty and forty-five shillings per cwt.; when- 
ever it shall appear by the notices in the 
London Gazette that the average prices for 
- the antecedent quarter have been of the re- 
. spective amounts stated. That an additional 
duty of two shillings and sixpence per gal- 
lon shall be imposed on brandy or foreign 
spirits, imported for home consumption: 
and of one shilling per gallon on all bran- 
dies imported for the purpose of re-ex- 
portation.” The resolutions were agreed 
to, and the report was ordered to be re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
‘ Wednesday, February 18. 


[MrnvuTEs.] A new writ was ordered. 


for the county of Armagh, in the room of 
viscount Acheson, now earl of Gosford.— 
Sir Charles Price presented a petition from 
the governor and company of merchants 
trading to the South Seas and other parts 
of America and for encouraging the Fishery, 
‘ taking notice of the bill for repealing so 
« much of an act, made in the ninth year ef 
«queen Anne, as vests in the South Sea 
« Company, or Corporation, by the said act 
« erected, the sole and exclusive privilege 
« of carrying on trade and traffick to and 
« from any part whatsoever of South Ame- 
«Tica, or in the South Seas, which now are, 
«or may at any time hereafter be, in the 
« possession of his majesty, his heirs, or 
« successors; and setting forth, that, if the 


« same shonld pass into a law, it will totally’ 


-« deprive the petitioners of their chartered 
« rights and privileges, which they obtained 
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‘ for a valuable consideration ; and there- 
‘ fore praying, that they may be heard, by 
‘ their counsel, against the said bill passing 
‘into a law.’ Ordered, that the said peti- 
tion do lie upon the table until the said 
bill be read a second time; and that the 
petitioners be then heard, by their counsel, 
against the said bill, upon their petition,’ 
if they think fit—Mr. Patteson seeing the 
right hon. secretary to the treasury in his 
place, wished to ask, whether it was the in- 
tention of government to continue, or make 
any ‘alteration in, the duties imposed on 
Malt last session, which would expire on 
‘the of next month? Mr. Vansittart 
informed the hon. member, that the sub-— 
ject had occupied the earnest attention of 
the Treasury, and that it would shortly be 
his duty to bring the question under the 
consideration of the house—Mr Vansit- 
tart presented to the house, pursuant to 
their orders, 1. “ A return of the number 
‘ of men wanting to complete the establish- 
‘ ment of the regular army on the 1st Janua- 
‘ary 1805, 1806,and 1807, distingnishing 
‘the British from the foreign troops, and 
‘ the cavalry from the infantry. 2. A return 
‘ of the number of persons employed on the 
S ist January 1807, to levy men for the 
|‘ army under the orders of the 27th Octo- 
‘ ber 1806, distinguishing whether on half 
‘ pay, retired from the army, or not having 
‘at any time held a commission therein; 
‘ specifying the number of men raised in 
‘each month by such persons: 3. A return 
‘ of the number of casualties by deaths, dis- 
‘ charges, and desertions, which have taken 
‘place in the regular army, from the 1st 
‘ January 1805 to the ist January 1807, 
‘ distinguishing each year; also specifying 
‘the dates to which the casualties have 
‘been reported from the several foreign 
‘stations; 4. A return of the number of 
‘ desertions which have taken place in the 
‘army at home during the years 1805 and 
‘ 1806, distinguishing each month, and spe- 
‘ cifying the number of men in each month 
‘ out of which such desertions have taken 
‘place; 5. A retura of the number of out 
‘ pensioners on the establishment of Chelsea 
‘ Hospitals, distinguished into their respec- 
‘ tive classes as to amount of pension, as 
‘estimated at Christmas 1806: 6.A re- 
‘turn of the number of men for whom 
‘ bounty has been charged, as enlisted at 
‘the head quarters of the several , regi 
‘ments serving in Great Britain, from t 


* 25th of September to the 24th of Decem- 
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‘ber 1806 inclusive, so far as the Accounts 
“shave been received.’ 
_ [Barrack ABuses.] Mr. Robson, pur- 
suant to notice, rose to move for certain 
papers relative to abuses in the barrack 
department. As the papers he had to move 
* for were precisely the same as those which 
had been ordered last session, but which, in 
consequence of the dissolution of patrlia- 
ment, could not be regularly returned to 
the present parliament, he did not appre- 
hend any objection to his motion. But as 
it had appeared to some of his friends that 
he was too anxious in prosecuting the in- 
quiry into this subjeet, he should make one 
or two observations in answer to such opi- 
nions. Four years had elapsed since he 
had first recommended and pressed an in- 
quiry into the expenditure department, and 


' since that period six millions had been 


granted for that service in Great Britain, 
and two millions for Ireland. If his sug. 
gestions had been acted upon, there would 
have been a saving of lwo millions effected 
for the public, out of the sums paid for the 
hire of buildings, the repairs of buildings, 
-and'the rent of temporary barracks. In the 
Second Report of Military Inquiry there 
appeared a case which he should refer to 
in support of this assertion. It was there 


stated, that a Mr. Pege, who became _bar- 
rack-miaster at’ Winchester, in 1801, leaguing 
with a Mr. Green, a lawyer, bought a house 
which had been before rented as a barrack, 
for 63/. per annum, but which was not 
worth more than 30/. after which the go- 


vernment had-been charged 1631. The 
whole sum that had been paid for this bar- 
rack, siuce the year 1794, amounted to 
17001. though according to the usual allow- 
ance of officers, only 337. 10s. ought to have 
been paid for it, as it did not appear that the 
barrack had been occupied by officers for 
more than one year of the whole term. This 


'. certainly called for inquiry. He begged also 


to call the attention of the house to the case 
of a barrack‘ called the Queen’s Barracks, 


neat Weymouth, which he had visited in the 


middle of Sept. This barrack contained 


- 700 and sometimes 800 men;and though so 
t expence was incurred, the accommo- 


dations for the officers and men were ex- 
tremely bad. The building was in a low 
sitwation, in a narrow street, near a public 
brewhouse, without any convenience of 
water, but from a pump, which was ata 


distance, and often dry, without any place 


for exercising the troops, so that sixty 
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guineas a year were paid for a piece of 
land, ata considerable distance for that 
purpose. The stories of the building were. 
but five feet high, and extremely inconve- 
ment, and there were no drains to carry off 
the water. He was sure, when he-stated 
these circumstances, that. the house would 
not think him too anxious in -pressing the 
inquiry. In bringing the question forward, © 
he did not mean to impute blame to any 
man; the evil originated in a bad system, 
from which it had grown up to its present 
extent, and his majesty’s ministers might 
not yet have had time to take the necessary 
measures for preventing the state of the 
barracks from being a reproach to the 
country. He knew not whether the bar-. 
rack he had adverted to was rented or had 
been purchased, but his motion would 
reach that fact. It was unuecessary for 
him to state to the house the utility of eco- 
nomy. He understood that the barrack* 
department in Ireland was in as bad a 
state as in Great Britain, and he was the, 
more alarmed at this, because he looked at 
the -expenditure of that country in the 
gross, which was now nearly equal to the 
charge for Great Britain, and could not 
but reflect, that fifteen-seventeenths of 
whatever sums should be expended for 
barracks in Ireland, would be to be de- 
frayed by this country. The honourable 
gentleman concluded by moving, “ That 
there be laid before this house a return of 
all the buildings of every description, rented 
or hired by government, and used as _bar- 
racks or,places for lodging, or containing 
officers or soldiers.of the army, or of per- 
sons or horses attached to the army; that 
the said return do embrace every building 
which has so been rented, or hired, and so 
used, in the whole of Great Britain and 
Ireland, between the Ist day of January, 
1793, and the Ist day of January, 1807: _ 
that the said return be exhibited in fifteen 
columns, placed in the order and contain- 
ing the several heads here following, viz. . 
Ist. the date of the year and of ‘the month’ 
and day when each building respectively 
was taken; 2d, the county and parish in 
which the building is situate; 3d, the name 
or phrase describing the building; 4th, the 
number of officers that are, or have been 
generally quartered or lodged -in the 
building; 5th, the number of non-com- 
missioned officers and men, and of horses, 
that are or have been generally quar- 
tered or lodged in -the building; 6th, 
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the name of the proprietor of the building ; 
7th, the name and rank of the officer or 
person by whom the building was taken. on 


' the part of government; 8th, the weekly 


rent or hire of the building ; “oth, the year- 
ly rent or hire of the building; 10th, ‘the 
name and rank of the officer or person, or 
officers or persons, through whose hands 


‘ the rent, or hire, has, been paid to the pro- 


prietor of the building; 11th, the time 


when any alteration (if any) in the rent or 


hire of the building was made ;- 12th, the 
weekly rent or hire of the building, subse- 
quent to such alteration; 15th, the yearly 
rent or hire of the building, subsequent to 
such alteration; 14th, the time when the 
building was given up, if not now occupied 
by government; 15th, the account of the 
whole of the sums which have been ex- 
pended in repairs upon the building; and 
the said returns do exhibit all the names 
and descriptions of the said buildings, fol- 
Jowing one another in due chronological 


order, the building first taken by govern-. 
‘ment standing first, and the building last 


taken, standing last.” i 

Lord Howick said, he felt no inclination 
to withhold any information that could be 
conveniently produced on this subject; but 
from the extent and wording of the hon. 
gentleman’s motion, he had some doubis 
of the practicability of obtaining the 
returns to it in any reasonable time. It 
was well worth the attention of the house 
not to lose sight of this subject. The hon. 
gentleman had stated, that his motion was 
precisely the same as ope that had been 
agreed to Jast session ; but on reference to 
the barrack department, he found that the 
returns to that motion could not have been 
a we without the aid of twenty additi- 
onal clerks, and for a long period. The 
house would consider, whether it would be 
expedient to order the accounts now called 
for to be produced at the expence of so 
much time and labour, when the attention 
of two commnissions, the military commis- 
sion and the other coimission appointed at 
the suggestion of the military commission, 
for examining persons upon oath, were both 
smployed in investigating this subject. . If 
it should appear that these commissioners 
were negligent or inattentive, it would be 
for the house to determing how fat it would 
be right to comply with the motion. 

Colonel Barry said, he could contradict 
the assertion of the honourable gentleman 
with respect to the barrack department. in 
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Ireland, from an éxperience of ten years, 
But he agreed with the hon. gentleman . 
that it would be desirable to avoid, as much 
as possible, the use of temporary barracks. 
But when it was found necessary to march 
a body of -troops to a particular point, 
where there were no accommodations, it 
was necessary to hire buildings at any rent 
that should be demanded.’ ‘The barrack- 
master-general in Ireland felt the propriety 
of putting the barracks of that country on 
the same footing as in this, and attended 
particularly to the econemy of expenditure 
in his department. 4 
Mr. Robson, in reply, said, that he was 
persuaded if the noble lord would take the 
trouble to read the motion at length, he 
would then see whether or not such an ac- 
count already existed in any public office, 
and if it could not be produced in a day or 
two, he should still insist that the house 
ought not to separate till his motion was 
consented to. Such a document ought to 
be ready by this time, considering the length 
of the notice given upon the subject. 
There were no less than 591 established 
clerks .in the Barrack Department, and 
therefore it could not be alleged that there 
was not sufficient help to enable the Bar- 
rack Master to comply with the request of 
a member of parliament. Last year he 
confined his inquiry to one parish or dis- 
trict in the Isle of Wight, and in that place 
he had since found that the rents of Tem- 
porary Barracks were reduced one half. 
Barns hired for that purpose, and rated at 
2,2001. were now lowered to 1,100/. by 
means of the motion he had formerly made 
upon this subject. All this he could prove 
to have taken place, although he was now 
to be refused the production of that which 
would enable him not only to bring several 
Barrack-masiers to the bar, but also to - 
save the sum of two millions to the public. 
As he believed, however, that some reform 
was in agitation by ministers themselves, he 
could assure them, that he was not disposed 
to satisfy any revenge upon this occasion, 
but merely to press upon them the necessi- 
ty of a speedy reformation in thesé abuses. 
All he wished te know was, where the new 
account in that department began, and 
where the old one ended? But since he felt 
an opposition to this inquiry, merely on ac- 
count of the mode he proposed, in order 


to attain this object, he should have no 


objection to give up his motion without 
dividing the house. 
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_ Lord Howick begged the hon. gentleman 
and the house distinctly to understand, that 
he had not refused him any papers, which 
could, with propriety, be produced. If his 
motion could possibly have been complied 
with, without interfering with the commis- 
sioners already appointed, nobody could 
be more ready than he was, to support 
such inquiries—The motion was then put 
from the chair, and negatived without a 
division. 

Mr. Robson further stated, that he should, 
upon a future day, submit a motion to the 
house, that would reach the Barrack De- 
partments upon foreign stations. He hoped 
the charges abroad, (for instancé, in the 
. Island of Sicily) would not be found such 
as were formerly existing in the Island of 
 Gorsica. 

{SoutH Sea Trape Lord 
Temple moved the order of the day for the 
second reading of the South Sea Trade bill. 
On the motion that the bill be now read a 
second time, 

_ Sit Charles Price observed, that as he 

had but that day presented a petition from 
the governor and directors ofthe South Sea 
Gompany against the bill, the petitioners were 
not prepared with counsel. If, therefore, 
he should suffer that stage of the bill to 
pass, he hoped the house would allow them 
to be heard by counsel, ‘touching their 
rights, which would be invaded by the bill, 
in the committee. 

Mr. Rose stated, that though the South 
Sea Company had not for forty years car- 
ried on any trade to the South Sea, it 
was yet not legal for any ships to trade 
in that sea, withouta license from the com- 

It had been mentioned to him, that 
the ships which had sailed for Buenos Ayres 
on the first accounts of its capture, had 
sailed without such licenses, in which case 
the voyage was illegal from the outset; and 
in this view, the question was an important 
one, because this circumstance would have 
a very serious effect upon the policies of 
insurance on these vessels. Not having 
seen a line of the bill, he wished to be in- 
formed, whether it was proposed to give it 
a retrospective operation. ; 

Lord Temple said, he had intended to 
explain the object of the measure, if even 
he had not been éalled upon by the right 
hon. gentleman. By the charter of the 
South Sea Company, no vessels could le- 
gally be embarked ina trade to the South 
Sea without a licence from that Company. 
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The vessels had sailed to Buenos Ayres 
without such licence, and, consequently, 
their voyages were illegal. They were con. 
sequently liable to seizure, not alone by the 


agents of the South Sea Company, but 


b 
‘any privateer or letters of marque, which 


might fall in with them. He had not been 
himself in town when this event took place, 
but as soon as the illegality of the tiansac- 
tion was adverted to, his majesty’s minis- 
ters had determined, on the meeting of: 
parliament, to propose a measure for le- 
galizing these voyages. They bad confer. 
red with the directors of the South Sea 
Company, and discussed the question. On 
the 14th of January a draft of the bill then 
before the house was communicated to the 
directors, which was returned on the 15th, 
with such alterations as they thought ne- 
cessary to be made in it. Government had 
acceded to and adopted these amendments 
with a single exception, and therefore, he 
did not think that any case had been 
made out for deferring any stage of the 
bill. 

Mr. Jacob contended that the South Sea 
Company had not carried on any commerce 
for sixty-five years past, since the com- 
mencement of the war that began in the 
year 1740, Antecedently to that period, 
they had carried on a little trade to South 
America, by which they lost more than 
they gained ; the expences of their factories 
at Carthagena, Porto Bello, Panama, and 


‘Lima, having exceeded the profits of their 


commerce; so that there had remained to 
them but a smal! part of the assiento con- 
tract. The South Sea Company, therefore; 
could not benefit by this trade. It was be- 
sides impossible that they should, as they 
had no capital; and before they could 
again embark in that trade, it would be ne- — 
cessary for them to come to parliament to 
be enabled to raise a fresh capital. Though | 
they could not benefit by the trade to 


South America, a trade which was extreme- 


ly beneticial to the country had risen upon 
the ruins of this trade, namely, the Southern 
whale fishery trade, which afforded a con- 
siderable nursery for British seamen. The 
company came, therefore, with a very bad 
grace to parliament, to press a tight which 
they could derive no benefit from, to the 


exclusion of a trade from which the public 


would derive advantage. But by the act of 
1802, all persons had a right to trade to 
the Western coast of South America, with- 
out any license, either from the South Sea 
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Company, or from the East India Com- 

ny, both of whom claimed a monopoly 
in these seas. ‘Though the country had 
been put to much expence by the Spanish 
armament in 1791, to establish the right to 
carry on the fur trade at Nootka Sound, 
that trade had since fallen into the hands 
of Americans. As to the question respect- 
ing the policies of insurance, he had the 
best legal authority for saying, that the de- 
fect in law existed, and therefore he thought 
that the matter demanded the pressing at- 


tention of the house. 


Mr. Tierney stated, on the part of the 
East India Company, that they had only 
been apprehensive that the trade, when 
permitted, might be extended to other 

s; for instance, to China; these were 
in the contemplation of the government, 
and, when they had received satisfactory 
assurances that the trade should not be ex- 
tended beyond its precise limits, they had 
ceased to have any objection to the bill. 

Sir Charles Price stated, that the object 
of the petitioners was to have their right 
ascertained, and for that purpose they had 
presented themselves to the house, without 
meaning any opposition to the whole prin- 
ciple of the bill—The bill was then read a 
second time, and ordered to be printed. 
On the motion that it be committed on 
Monday, 

Mr. Rose, now that he understood that 
the bill was to have a retrospective opera- 
tion, approved of it so far as related to the 
covering the vessels from capture; but with 
regard to its retrospective operation as to 
the policies of insurance, he had some 
doubts. The underwriters had a legal 
right to decline the obligation of the poli- 
cies, and though it would not be very ho- 
nourable in them to take advantage of that 
circumstance, he did not think it clear that 
parliament should take such right from 
them, if they should think proper to act 
upon it.—The bill was ordered to be com- 
mitted on Monday. 

(Sucar Drawsacks.] Mr. Hobhouse 
reported from the committee of the whole 
house, to whom it was referred to consider 
of the several acts relating to the Draw- 
backs and Bounties on Sugar exported; 
and also, of an act made in the 43d of his 
present majesty, for granting to his majesty, 
until 12 months after the ratification of the 
definitive treaty of peace, certain additional 
duties of excise in Great Britain, the Reso- 
lutions which the committee had directed 
Vou. VII. 


him to report to the house, which are. as 


follows, viz. 1. “ That it is the opinion of 
this committeee, that a Bounty of 10s. be 
allowed. for every hundred weight of all 
double refined Sugar exported from Great 
Britain, over and aboye the bounty allowa- 
ble on the exportation of refined Sugar in 
loaf complete and whole, and lump duly 
refined. 2. That whenever it shall appear 
by notice in the London Gazette, that the 
average prices of Brown or Muscovado Su- 
gar for the preceding quarter of the year, 
taken in manner directed by an act of: the 
32d of his present majesty, shall not have 
exceeded 40s. for an hundred weight, ex- 


Great Britain, then, and in every such case, 
there shall be paid and allowed a Boanty 
of 2s. for every hundred weight of Sugar 
the produce of the British Plantations ex- 
ported from Great Britain ; and if, by such 
notice as aforesaid, it shall appear that the 
said average prices of Brown or Muscovado 
Sugar shall have been at or above the price 
of 40s, and shall be under 45s. for an 
hundred weight, then, and in every such 
case, there shall be paid and allowed a 
bounty of one shilling for every hundred 
weight of such Sugar exported as aforesaid, 
3. That the bounties now payable on the 
exportation of sugar and sugar candy be 
allowed on depositing the same in ware- 
hguse for exportation. 4. That it is the 
opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 2s. 6d. be charged upoa 
every gallon of foreign brandy, spirits, aqua 
vite, or strong waters (other than rum, 
spirits, or aqua vite of the produce of the 
British colonies or plantations in America), 
imported into Great Britain, or taken out 
of any warehouse in which the same may 
have been secured for home consumption. 
5. That an additional duty of 1s. be charg- 
ed upon every gallon of foreign brandy, 
spirits, aqua vite, or strong waters (other 
than rum, spirits, or aqua vite, of the pro- 
duce of the British colonies or plantations 
in America), imported into Great Britain 
and exported therefrom, or taken out of 
any warehouse in which the same may have 
been secured for exportation to ‘parts be- 
yond the seas (except to Ireland).” The 
three first Resolutions being read a second 
time, were agreed to by the house. “The 
subsequent Resolutions were postponed. 


[ADDITIONAL DuTY ON FOREIGN 


BRANDY.] The house having resolved it- 
3I 


clusive of the duties of customs paid or. 
payable thereon, on the importation into - 
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self into a commiilee of Ways and Means, 
~ Lord Henry Petty, contormably with 
his notice of yesterday, moved the follow- 
ing Resolutions, 1: “ That towards-raising 
the supply granted to bis majesty, an addi- 


tional duty of 2s. 6d. be charged upon} 


every gallen of foreign brandy, spirits, 
aqua vite, or strong waters (other than 
rum, spiriis, or aqua vile, of the produce 
ef the British colonies or plantations in 


_ America), imported into Great Britain, or 


taken out of any warehouse in which the 
same may have been secured for home 

- eonsumption. 2. That an additional duty 
of is. be charged upon every gallon of 
foreign brandy, spirils, aqua vite, ‘or strong 
waters (other than rum, spirits, or aqua 
vite, of the produce of the British colonies 
or plantations in America), imported into 
Great Britain, aud exported therefrom, or 
iaken out of any warehouse in which the 
same may have been secured for exporta- 
tion to parts beyond the seas (except to 
Ireland). 3. That the said duties shall be 
charged on all foreign brandy, spirits, aqua 
vite, Or strong waters, for which all the 
duties charged or chargeable thereon shall 
not have been paid on or before-the 19th 
day of February, 1807.” 

Mr. Rose observed, that the duty on 
braudy was at present 13s. Gd. per gallon, 
and would by this additional duty be raised 
to 16s.; that the original cost was but 2s. 6d. 
per gallon, and that such a high duty, = 
pared with the prime cost of the article, 
would become an extreme temptation to 
smuggling, and would not operate as any 
material relief to the West India trade. 
Besides, he did not think the regulations 
for the prevention of smuggling would be 
as effectual as was expected. 

Lord H. Petty stated, that the system 
of rewards to vigilant and active revenue 
officers, would have a very beneticial effect, 
_and that the West India merchants were of 
opinion, that the addition to the duty on 
foreign spirits would afford them relief, 

. General Gascoyne was of opiuion, that 
this additional duiy on brandy continued, 
with the preference to be given by the pub- 
lic boards to the consuinption of rum, 
would be of material assistance to the West 
India trade.—The resolutions were then 
agreed to. . 


[FREEHOLD Estates The So- 


licitor-General moved the order of the 
day for the second reading of the bill for 


4 making the Freehold Estates of persons 


‘ 
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who die in debt, assets for the payment 
their simple contract debts. On the ps 
tion for the second reading being put; 

Mr, W. Herbert rose with regret to op. 


pose any measure brought forward by the — 


hon. and learned gent. who was the author 
of.the bill. He lamented that he had not 


heard the statement of that hon. and learn. 
ed member, when he obtained leave to | 


bring in this measure; buthe had read thebill 
since it had been , printed, and objected to 
it because it went to alter the whole of the 
law of landed property in this country. If 
he understood it right, its object was to 
make all cases of simple contract debts of 
men who should die in debt, without 
making any will providing for such debts, 
a charge upon their real estates. This 
would change the whole law of landed pro. 
perty, which was coeval with the constitu. 
tion. There were various ways of charging 
landed property by mortgages and other 
legal instruments, and there were sufticient 
processes for recovering of simple contract 
debts. Whenever any change had been 
made in the common law, it had been ge. 
nerally for the worse. He did not see any 
urgent occasion for the alteration now pro- 
posed, much less on so loose and vague a 
ground as to,provide for simple contract 
debts. It would have the etfect of lowering 
the value of freehold property. _ Another 
objection he felt to the measure was, that 
it would interfere with the elective franchise, 
which depended altogether on freehold 
property: and if it was to be made liable 
for simple contract debts, in cases of small 
freeholds, the heir might be thereby deprived 
of one of the most valuable of his rights, 
He should have no objection to the measure, 
if it was to be confined to the cases of per- 
sons who die suddenly or violently ;_for he 
was sure no honest man who had time to 
make a will would neglect to provide for 
his debts. On these grounds, he felt him 
self inclined to oppose the bill. 

Mr. Fellowes thought that the bill should 
extend to copyhold as well as to freehold 
property, because in many cases the free 
hald and copyhold property were so blend 
ed, that it might be difficult to sell the one, 


without, at the same time time, selling thé 


other. 

The Master of the Rolls thought the 
hon. gent. who began the debate, was right 
in considering this bill as making a very 
material change in the haw of freehold pro- 
perty. The law as it at present stood, ex 
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’ would go much further. 


~ alty creditor to be let in, who, as the law 


"ply his act, and let in such-creditor? Was 


ithe present. After the passing of this bill, 


“instance of \positive - injustice, because it 


‘ 
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tablished the limits of real and personal 
property. There were but two ways of 
charging real property, either by deed seal- 
ed, or by will. He had doubts of the po- 
liey of increasing the modes of affecting 
freehold property. At present it was im- 
possible to charge it by a single scrap of 
paper, or by any parole agreement. The 
efieet of this measure would be, to do away 
that solemnity which the policy of British 
law ee in transactions that affected 
free property. The fact was, that the 
parties, by their own act, decided the terms 
of the contract. The creditor who trusted 
to the simple contract, knew, that he was | 
not in the same situation as if he had a 
bond, and be who hada bond knew he was 
not in the situation of one who had a mort- 

e. He could see no reason why the law 
should put the creditor in a situation which 
he did not bargain for. He might have de- 
manded a higher security if he was not sa- 
tisfied with the lower, and the debtor might 
have refused it. Why, then, should the law 
say that a man might have the advantage of 
the best contract which he could have made? 
If the principle were to be recognized. it 
A tenant in tail 
might, by sufferingacomm™: recovery,cut off 
the intail, and make the estate his own, and 
liable to his debts. If he should die, omit- 
ting to suffer such recovery, as the speci- 


now stood, was barred? Was the law, be- 
cause the debtor might have rendered the 
estates liable to his specialty debts, to sup- 


the creditor to have every advantage by the 
operation of law, which bis debtor by his 
act could have given bim? Was the prin- 
ciple to be maintained, of legislating for 
the purpose of putting the creditor in a si-' 
tuation which his own act did not place 
him in? This principle was not necessary 
for the future, and would be unjust as to 


the freehold property of every man, who 
had contracted any obligation for which’ 
that property was known not to be liable, 
would if he died, be charged therewith in 
the hands of his heir, This would be’ an 


would place the parties in so different a 
relative situation from that in which they 
were at the time of making the contract. 
When he threw these observations ‘out, he. 
did it only by way of stating the difficulties 


1807.—Frechold Estates Bill. 


[854 


as he had not yet heard the grounds upon 
which the measure had been founded. © 
There did not appear to him to be either 
necessity for the measure or any utility in 
it. One of the objects of the measure, he 
understood to be, to prevent frauds by 
persons who might involve themselves in 
debt, and, with the money borrowed, pur- 
chase freeliold property, which would de- 
scend to their heirs without becoming re- 
sponsible for these debts. ‘This was a case 
that had sometimes occurred, and which 
ought to be prevented. But the measure 
went, in one respect, beyond its object, and 
in another fell short of it. Such cases of 
frauds were confined to properties purcha- 
sed by the debtor, and the bill, by extend- 
ing to all freehold property, went beyond 
its object. But, by being limited to free- 
hold, and not- including copyhold pro- 
perty, it fell short of its object. It would 
tell the fraudulent debtor to purchase copy- 
hold and not freehold property; and copy- 
hold property would more efiectually ena- 
ble him to defraud his creditors, because 
copyhold property was not liable even 
for specialty debts. In the bill which had 
been brought in for the same purpose in 
1772, copyholds and customary freeholds 
had been included with freehold. property, 
Having said thus much, it was not. his in- 
tention to object to the second reading of 
the bili, or even its going into a committee; 
for in the committee his bon. and learned 
friend would feel the necessity, for the at- > 
‘tainment of his own object, to make some 
alterations in the measure. 

The Solicitor General would have been 
extremely glad if the opposition then made 
had been made before, because he would. 
in that case have had the advantage of 
knowing the objections that were felt to a 
measure, which he conceived to be of the 
highest importance. He must say that it 
would have been more fortunate if he had 
heard the objections stated by the right hon.. 
and learned gent. who had spoken last, 
sooner, because, though he was convinced, 
that every hon.. member was actuated in 
making objections to any measure by the. 
purest motives, it would have been particu- 
larly desirable for him to have heard the 
objections just stated earlier, both because. 
he had endeavoured to collect the opinion 
of his right hon. and learned friend on the © 
bill, and had submitted a copy of it to him, 
and because he could then have given an 
answer that might have been more salisfac< 


ee felt; not of giving a ive opinion, | 
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_ tory to the house, than the answer he could 
now give might prove. He admitted that 
it was incumbent upon any member who 

_ proposed any alteration in the existing law, 

to state the grounds upon which ‘he found- 
ed such alteration. If his right’ hon. and 
learned friend had not been present when 
he stated the grounds of this measure, the 
fault did not: lie with him. He had on 

_ that occasion stated, that the law of landed 
property had been framed with a view toa 
feudal state of society, which no longer 
existed. Itwas to pay too great veneration 
to the wisdom of our ancestors, as it was 
called, to continue that law unaltered, when 
the state of society had undergone a change 

. that rendered it inapplicable to the existing 
state of society. This country had become 
a great commercial country, and therefore 
it was necessary to adapt the law of pro- 
perty to such a situation of things. The 
ordinary obligations in the course of busi- 
ness were not specialty but negociable se- 
curities, drawn at a short date. If specialty 
contracts were to be rendered necessary, 
that would put an end to commercial busi- 
ness. The case stated by his right hon. 
friend, had not been urged by him as the 
ground of his measure. But it was suflici- 


ent reason for the adoption of some such 


measure. Breaches of trust were, as the 
Jaw now stood, but simple contract debts. 
Personal’ property bequeathed in trust for 
the use of infant children, might be sold by 
the trustee, and the money laid out in the 
purchase of freehold property, which, when 
devised over to his own children, would 
not be liable tothese claims. In like man- 
ner, the proceeds of an estate devised in 
trust to be sold for the use of children, 
might be vested in the purchase of lands, 
which either when devised over to the 
trustee’s own children, or in case of his 
death, would not be liable to the claims of 
the persons for whose use the estate was 
- devised. The children in both cases would 
be simple contract creditors, and if there 
should not be assets suflicient, would be 
driveu to the support of casual benevolence, 
or parochial relief. ‘This state of the law 
was a reproach to the country. . There were 
cases that frequently occurred in courts 
of equity, and yet the gentlemen of his 
profession, who alone perhaps were capable 
of framing the remedy, had viewed them 
with patient acquiescence. The state of 
thie law was peculiar to this country and 

{seland. In Scotland, and in the rest of 
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Europe, no property could descend to the! 
heir, without being chargeable with all the 
debts of the ancestor. An heir could be 
deprived of his whole property by a single: 
stroke of a pén, in the presence of three 
witnesses, and was it fit that the only case 
in which the property should be inalienable 
from his heir, was when it was to be made 
liable for his father’s debts... The honour- 
able member who had spoken first in the 
debate, had said that no honest man would 
omit to make a provision, by will for his 
debts, but this bill was to place every man 
in the situation of an honest man. He ap- 
pealed to any gentlenian who heard him, 
whether he would wish his estate to descend 
to his heir without being liable for his sim- 
ple contract debts; and he asked, why re. 
quire for another what they would be 
ashamed of for themselves? It had been 
said, that credit had already been carried 
to too great an extent in this country. If 
that were the case, they had an effectual 
mode of checking it, that would be attend, 
ed with considerable mutual advantages, 
by abolishing imprisonment for debt. When 
a man was ready to give up all he possessed, 
he ought not to be imprisoned for not do- 
ing what it was“impossible for him to do, 
Real estates were affected as well by judg- 
ments obtained on actions proved by parole 
testimony, as by sealed instruments or wills. 
In the former ease, the charge amounted to - 
a lien on the property. This measure 
would neither create a lien nor lower the 
value of freehold property. The same 
provision in Scotland was not attended with 


property. The objection that the measure 
ought to extend to copyhold property, he: 
could not answer as satisfactorily as the 
others. ‘The bill that bad been alluded’to, 
had been brought in by a very learned 
member of his profession (Mr. Ambler), 
and had failed, perhaps, from having includ- 
ed in it copyhold and customary freehold 
property. It would be better to proceed 
gradually. ‘This as a first step of a system 
would be an important measure; as a sin- 
gle measure it would be highly beneficial. 
It would be extremely desirable that copy- 
holds should also be made liable; but if 
the house adopted his measure, he trusted 
they would not stop there. As to the ob- 
jection, that this principle would take in es- 
tates in tail, he should only say, that he’ 
knew not why they ought not to be liable. 
It was a maxim of the court in which his 


any diminution of the value of freehold . 
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- should always be taken to do that which he, 


' Innovations of this nature ought to be re- 


is 
in 
d 
e 
d 


f 
l 


~ estates, but he admitted that with regard 
to copyhold and entailed estates the room | cculd. 


487] PARL: DEBATES, Fen. 18, 1807.—Freehold Estates Bill. 


cial interests of the country, yet he did not 
think that they ought to be promoted at the 
sacrifice pro tanto of the permanent land- 


right honourable friend presided with so 
much benefit to the country, that a man 


ought to do; and certainly as the tenant in| e 
tail, might, by his. own act, have made the 
estate liable to his specialty debts, there 
was no good reason why the principle 
ought not to be extended to such estates. 


[838 


d interest. He did not think that this was 


wanted. But why did not the hon. and 
learned gent. make his bill exactly com- 
mensurate with his object? Why did he . 
_ not apply it merely to the landholder engag- 


_ Mr. Canning observed, that though feel-| ed in commerce, and adopt the suggestion 
ings of veneration for every institution of| of the right hon. and Jearned gent. (the 


qur ancestors ought not to he carried to 
excess and bigotry, they ought to oper- 
ate so far as to prevent any rash alterations. 


garded with the utmost jealousy, and to be | t 


Master of the Rolls) for confining it to the 
first purchasers of freehold.estates. You 
might secure the object by extending the - 
bankrupt laws to these cases. But as te 


he general doctrine of the adaptation of 


examined with the utmost scrupulousness.| laws to the supposed state of the coun- 
Without meaning any disrespect to the| try, it would open a door for all reforma- 
hon. and learned gent. who proposed this| tion. In. the reign of the philosophers of 


bill, (for as to his abilities there could be 
but one opinion) he must say, that it was in 


France, there was nothing great or venera- 
ble in antiquity that was not attacked, before 


his own opinion, and that of many others,| the great revolution which rendered these 


that a measure of this nature ought rather | changes odious to all the world. 
were to look. generally at the fitness of 


to have originated in the other house, where 


If we 


it might have, in the first stages, undergone | things, he would undertake with half the 


the revision of the great law magistrates. 
This ought to have been the case, though 


ingenuity of the hon. and learned gent., to 
prove to the conviction of speculative mea 


the hon. and learned gent. had heard of no | and many others, that there was nothing 
difference of opinion on the subject; but} that had been hitherto held venerable in 


if there was a difference of opinion existing 
there that point well deserved the hon. and 
learned gent.’s consideration. The parti- 
cular object of this bill was to meet the 
cases of fraud with regard to freehold 


for frauds would still be left open, But 
he insinuated that this was only meant as a 
preliminary step to similar alterations with 
regard to copybold and entailed estates. 
In this view he had strong objections to the 
bill. The hon. and learned gent. admitted 
that one door would be left open for fraud 


our law, thatdid not require reformation. 
He could prove, that the right of primor 
geniture ought to be abolished, and that it 
was improper to leave almost the whole te 
lazy drones of elder brothers, and leave the 
rest to make their way it the world as they 
If you began with these notions, 
there was no end to them. He had there-" 
fore, his doubts as to the propriety of passing 
this law, and these doubts were not remov- 
ed. He would not, lowever, oppose. the 
second reading, because he wished to ob- 
serve what amendments might be made ia 
it, but he rather thought that he must be - 


in the purchase of copyhold estates; he | under the necessity of opposing its ultimate 


would ask him whether previous debts 
were intended to supersede subsequent set- 
tlements of freehold estates, and to be good 
against purchasers? If they were not, the 
object of the bill would be evaded; if they 
were, then you would only be doing away 
one opportunity for fraud, in order to cre- 
ateastronger. The hon. and learned gent. 
‘had stated, that this was becoming in a 
great degree a commercial country, and 
that in that respect its situation was become 
different from what it was when this law 
with regard to property had been establish- 
ed, This was certainly true, but though 
he felt well disposed towards the commer- 


success. 

The Solicitor General, in explanation, 
denied his having said that it was his inten- 
tion to proceed further. He had merely 
stated, that it might possibly appear proper 
to parliament to make other alterations in 
the course of time. He had no personal _ 
object whatever in this measure. — His sole 
motive for bringing it forward, was a con- 
viction of the benefits which the public 
would derive from it. vag 

Mr. Canning disclaimed having imputed 
any personal motive to the hon. aud learn- 
ed gentleman. 


The Aitorney General supported the bill 
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on the grounds of justice and morality, and 
__ his only wonder was, that 2 measure of this 
_ nature had not been brought forward soon- 
er. The object was to compel the heir to 
do that justice which his aucestor might be 
prevented from doing by various causes. 
ur veneration for the institutions of our 
ancestors must be limited by a regard to 
justice, . He denied that the evil which this 
bill went to remedy was merely a specific 
and partial one. “The tendency of our law 
was to facilitate the alienation of landed 
property, and to get rid ‘of feudalties, and 
that was certainly not a partial remedy 
which went to render the real estates of 
persons dying in debt, and perhaps wishing 
to discharge them, liable for these debts. 
It would be a great satisfaction to many 
persons, who without any fraudulent inten- 
tions found themselves, at the moment of 
dissolution, unable to make arrangements 
_ for paying their debts as the law now stood. 
Tt would be 4 great satisfaction to them to 
have the conviction that their debts would 
be paid from their real estates. He denied 
that a bill of this kind ought with any pecu- 
liar. property to originate in the other 
house. “The great law magistrates would 
have the measure before them in due 
time, if it passed this house. _ He thought 
that the house and the country were un- 
der great obligations to his hon. and learn- 
ed friend for his bill. He was giad that 
the subject had’ been brought forward 
and laid open to public discussion. © 
_. Mr. Perceval was, upon the whole, rather 
disposed to favour the bill, for the object 
of his hon. and learned friend was one 
which ought certainly to be promoted, if 
that could be done without injury to the 
roprietors of land, and he was glad that 
here seemed a disposition on all sides to 
canvass this business more maturely. The 
yery reason that rendered it proper ta pause 
upon it was that which ihe hon. and learn- 
ed gent. (the Attorney General) had urged 
in its favour. He had expressed his surprize 
‘that such a measure had ‘not been propos- 
ed before.. This might be owing to some 
difficulties attending it which were not at 
_ present observed, and therefore it was pro- 
per to proceed with caution. The cases of 
copyhold estates and of estates sold subse- 
quent to debts coutracted, mentioned by 
his right hon. friend near him (Mr. Canning) ' 
would be very material difficulties. How-) 
ever, the bill had so much merit, with regard | 
to persons dying and leaving their debts 
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unsettled through inadvertence, and ‘not 
from any dishonest intention, that it had 
his most hearty approbation at present. 
Mr. Morris observed, that the case of 
subsequent settlements mentioned by the 
right hon. gent. (Mr: Canning) over the way, 
had been already provided for by the statute 
of Elizabeth. The case of primogeniture 


, was not at all like the present. No remark- 


able grievance arose from that. He was 
glad to find that the right hon. and learned. 
gent. below (the Master of the Rolls) had 


‘not given this measure a decided and deli- 


berate opposition.—The bill was then read 
a second time, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to-morrow se’nnight. 

[New PLan or Finance.] Mr. 
Hobhouse brought up the report of ‘the 
commnittee on the Finances of the country, 
On the motion that the resolutions’ be | 

Mr. Sturges Bourne, suggested the pro- 
priety of delaying the further consideration 
of this important question, which went to 
subvert the’ principles on which the whole 
financial system of the country; and that, 
too, without the house being in possession 
of several necessary documents. ‘There was 
no estimate on the table of the produce of 
the war taxes, and on this subject the house 
had only the assertion of the noble lord, 
which, however respectable, was not of 
itself a sufficient authority. At that period , 
of the night, too, he could hardly think that 
the noble lord would press the discussion. 
What necessity was there for haste? If the 
measure was to be followed by taxes, it 
might be expedient to lose no time in ‘pas- 
sing the bills through the house; but this 
was not the case; and with respect to the 
loan, the loan of last year was contracted 
for at a much later period, and he was 
satisfied that no inconvenience could arise 
from delaying it for at least two months. 
He had no party views in what he stated, 
but he was convinced, that the house had 
not had time to render themselves compe- 
tent to decide on this momentous question. 
If, however, they were to be compelled to 
come to a decision, he for one felt it im- 
possible to vote for the first and second 


resolutions, because they went to mortgage 


the war taxes, many of which would not 
be available in time of peace, and many — 
others, which policy ought to induce us 
at that period ‘to repeal or modify. Of this 
latter class, were the duties on spirits and 
tea. Justice also demanded ‘that the ton- 
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~ for 4 or 5 years, at the expiration of which 
sala the house and the country would 


'. whether it was intended that the debate 


_ readily agree to put it off. 
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duties should cease with the war ; and| ‘ties would take the chance of the debate on 


there was another duty which bore -with 
peculiar severity on the lower classes of the 
people, aud which ought to be got rid of 
as soon as possible; he meant the Jast duty 
on Malt, to which he should even prefer 
retaining the Property tax. For these aud 
other reasons he could not agree to the first 
and second resolutions. As to the general} 
principle, he confessed he was not prepared 
to enter into it any further than by stating, 
that it appeared to counteract that which 
had been hitherto our object, namely, the 
restraining of the Funding system. To that 
object.we had closely adhered until the 

1802, when a partial departure was 
made from it; but we were now called upon 
to do away what was the justification of 
that departure. He warmly agreed to giv- 
ing the country repose from taxation for 
several years; but he wished that the noble 
lord would not -look so far into futurity, 
put content himself with proposing a plan 


ome better judges of the system which 
it would be eligible to adopt. Att 
Mr. H. Thornton requested to know, 


should proceed at that hour? 

Lord.H. Petty observed, that the debate 
was last week fixed for that evening. If at 
a late hour, itshould appear that there were 
some gentlemen yet desirous of giving their 
opinions, it would be in the judgment of the 
house to adjourn the further discussion of 
the question. 


Mr. Rose could see no possible objec-| ~ 


tion to a postponement of the debate. On 
@ measure of such immense consequence 
he could not think that the noble lord 
would press the commencement of a dis- 
cussion. at between 8 and 9 o'clock. Many 
gentlemen, he for one, were anxious to de- 
liver their opinions, and there would be no 
chance of ending the debate that sight. 
All he wished for, was a postponement until 
to-morrow ; and he had no doubt that the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread), who had a 
motion which stood for to-morrow, would 


Lord H. Petty observing that his hon. 
friend was not present, declared that he 
could not answer for him on that subject, 
but that he had strong reason to believe, 
that as he had three times postponed his 

motion, be would not consent to any farther 
delay. If, however, the hon. gent. oppo- 


the present question commencing to-mor- 
row, after that motion should be disposed 
of, he had no objection to its standing over. 
Lord Howick expressed the same opi- 
nion as his noble friend, as the motion of 
his hon. friend was one of considerable im- 
portance (the Poor laws), and would not 
conveniently admit of further proerastina- 
tion. 
‘Lord H. Petty, at length left it to the 
discretion of the gentlemen on the other 
side, whether the report should be discus- 
sed now or to-morrow, and the considera: 
tion of the report was accordingly post- 
poned. 


House or Lorps. 

Thursday, February 19. 

_ [MiNuTEs.] The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Irish Treasury Bills 
bill, the Irish Militia Service bill, the Trish 
Gunpowder Importation bill, the Canada 
Yarn bill, the Seamen and Soldiers’ Seduc- 
tion bill, the Annual Indemnity bill, the Con- 
troverted Elections Trial Amendment bill, 
the Cape of Good Hope Trade Regulation 
bill, the Barrack Commissioners bil!, Bow- 
yer’s Lottery bill, and Lord dé Dunstanville’s 
Indemnity bill. The commisioners were 
the lord chancellor, lords Walsingham and 
Auckland.—The Newfoundland Fish Im- 
portation bill, was read a second time. - 


Hovusg oF CoMMoNs. 

Thursday, February 19. 
[Minutess.] At four o’clock the house 
proceeded to ballot fora connnittee totake 
into consideration the petition complaining 
of an undue return for Rochester. Soon 
after, Mr. White appeared at the bar with 
the reduced list, which was as follows: 
F. C. Cooper, esq. R. Dawson, esq. H, 
Shelley, esq. sir R. Barclay, bart. S. Stevens, 
esq. C. Cockrell, esq. E. Bastard, esq. J. 
Blackburn, esq. J. Brogden, esq. C. Moore, 
esq. H. Bankes, esq. J. Asdell, esq. €. 
O'Hara, esq. Nominees, Hon. J. W. Ward, 


absence of a professional person, the house 
could not proceed to a ballot for a com- 
mittee on the Down Patrick petition; it 
therefore necessarily stood over until to-nt6r- 
row, when it was ordered, on the motion of 
lord Howick, that the house should be called 
over.—A new writ was’ ordered for the 


M. A. Taylor, esq.—In consequence of the. 
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Borough of Derby, in the room of Edward 
Coke, esq. who, since his election, has ac- 
eeptedof the Chiltern hundreds.—Sir Ralph 
_ Milbanke, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits of 
the Petition of the hon. Richard Neville 
and William Henry Fremantle, esq.; and 
also of. the Petition of Nicholas Vincent, 
esq. John Scott, esq. the Rev. Rob. Hughes, 
elerk, Edward Herring, John Smith, and 
Edmund Nepean, gentlemen, severally com- 
plaming of an undue election and return 
for the borough of Saltash, in the coufty 
of Cornwall, informed the house, That it 
- appeared to the said Committee, That the 
merits of the petitions did depend upon the 
right of election; aud that therefore the 
said committee. required the counsel for 
’ the several parties to deliver, to the clerk 
of the said committee, statements, in wri- 
ting, of the right of election for which they 
respectively contended ; that in consequence 
thereof, the counse! for the petitioners de- 
_ Tivered in a statement as follows: ‘ That 
* the right of voting for members to serve in 

* parliament for the borough of Saltash is 
* mthe mayor and free burgesses of the bo- 
_ rough of Saltash, being members of the 
* corporation within the same: That the 
counsel for the sitting members, Matthew 
Russell and Arthur Champernowne, esq. 
delivered in a statement as follows: ‘ That 

_ © the right of election of members tu serve 
- € in parliament for the borough of Saltash, 
‘in the county of Cornwall, is in every 
* person seised of an estate for life, or some 
.* greater estate, in an entire ancient bur- 
* gage tenement, situate within the borough 
“aforesaid, whereon an ancient dwelling 
* house now stands or formerly stood, and in 
* no other persons.’ That, upon the state- 
ment delivered in by the counsel for the sit- 
ting members, the said committee have de- 
‘termined, That the right of election, as set 
forth in the said statement, is not the right 
_of election for the said borough of Saltash ; 
_that upon the statement delivered in by the 
_counsel for the said several petitioners, the 
said committee have determined, that the 
_fight of election, as set forth in the said 
statement, is the right of election for the 
_ ‘said borough of Saltash, so far as the said 
right is therein described; that the said 
_ Committee, having duly considered the said 
_ statements, and tlie evidence adduced be- 
fore them, touching the right of election 
' for the said borough of Saltash, have de- 
_ termined, that the right of voting for mem- 
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hers to serve in parliament for the borough 
of Saltash is in the mayor and free bur. — 
gesses of the borough of Saltash, being 
members of the corporation within the 
same, and in no, other persons.—That the 
said committee have also determined, that 
Matthew Russell and Arthur Champer- 
uowne, esqrs are not duly elected ; that 
the hon. Richard Neville, the petitioner, 
ought to have been returned a burgess to 
serve in this present parliament for the said 
borough ; that the said hon. Richard Ne- 
ville, is duly elected a burgess to serve in 
this present parliament for the said borough; 
that the said committee have determined, 
that W. H. Fremantle, esq. the petitioner, 
ought to have been returned a burgess to 
serve in this present parliament for the said 
borough ; that the said W. H. Fremantle 
esq. is duly elected a burgess to serve in 
this present parliament for the said borough: 
and that the opposition of the said M. Rus. ° 
sell and A. Champernowne, esqrs, to the 
said several petiiions, did not appear to the 
said committee to be frivolous or vexatious, 
Ordered, That the deputy clerk of the crown 
do attend this house, to-morrow, with the 
last return for the borough of Saltash, and 
amend the same; by rasing out the names of 
M. Russell, esq. and A. Champernowne, esq. 
and inserting the names of the hon. R. Ne- 


‘ville, and W. H. Fremantie, esq. instead 


thereof.—Mr. Praed, from the select com- 


-mittee appointed to try and determine the 


merits of the petition of, T. Berney, J. 
Howard, J. Petchell, jun. E. Smith, M. 
Smith, and J. Howard, freeholders of the 
county of Norfolk, complaining of an undue. 
election and return for the said county, in- 
formed the house that the said committee 
have determined, that the right hon. Wil- 
liam Windham, and Thomas William Coke, 
esq. are not duly elected knights of the shire 
to serve in this present parliament for the 
said county: and that the opposition of the 
said right hon. W. Windham and T. W. 
Coke, esq. to the said petition, cid not ap- 
pear to the said committee to be frivolous 
or vexatious. And the said determinations 
were ordered to be'entered in the Journals 
of this house.—Ordered, that Mr, Speaker 
do issue his warrant to the clerk of the 
crown, to make out a new writ for the elec- 
ting of two knights of the shire to serve in 
this present parliament for the county of 
Norfolk, in the room of the right hon. W. 
Windham and T. W. Coke, esq. who have 
been declared to be not duly elected. . 
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‘tending to’ the same end, there was embo- 
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[Poor-Laws Mr. Whitbread 
‘tose and spoke as follows: —Mr. Speaker ; I 
rise to submit to the consideration of this 
house, one of the most interesting proposi- 
‘tions which ever occupied the attention of 
‘any deliberative assembly uponearth. I wish 
‘to engage you in au attempt at the solution 
of the most difficult of all political problems; 
namely, how to reduce the sum of human 
‘vice and misery; and how to augment that 
‘of human happiness and virtue amongst 
the sibjects of this realm.—Sir, this at- 
tempt has beerr often and fruitlessly made; 
nevertheless I do not think the success of 
it impossible. However great the diffi- 
culty; it is our duty to emdeavour at least 
‘to overcome it.—Sir; I will not now detain 
the house by an investigation of the ori- 
gioal constitution of society; or enter into 
the abstract right of man to the suecour 
atid support of his fellowcreatures. Whe- 
ther that right exist or not; as individuals, 
‘we could never refuse relief to innocence, 
or even to guilt in distress; neither, as 
part of a legislature, could we ever be 
brought to say that such assistance shall 
not be attainable through the medium of 
the law. More than two centuries have 
elapsed, since after 2 succession of efforts, 


died upon your statute-book, the great 
Christian principle, “ that you should do 
‘unto others as you would that others 
‘should do unto you.” What theory could 
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and to humble the pride of man, these 
schemes, reared upon a foundation appa- 
rently so solid, by workmen so able, havé 
been inadequate to the object they had in 
view, It is an assertion now pretty gene- 
rally made, that the system of our poor- 
laws has served to degrade those whom it 
was intended to exalt, to’destroy the spirit 
of independence, throughout our land; to 
hold out hopes which cannot be realized; 
to encourage idleness and vice; and to 
produce a supertluous population, the 
offspring of improvidence, and the early 
victim of misery and want. That which 


Fin speculation ought to have been’ otir 


glory, has beerturned to our reproach. 
A conmtmittee of this house, appointed to 
enquire into the state of the poor of Ire. 
land (where great wretchedness is said to 
prevail) and to suggest some remedy,’ have 
solemnly rejected the system of your poor- 
laws, as likely, not only to be exceedingly 
oppressive to the land-owner, buf to aggra- 
vate the distress of those for whose relief 
they would be enacted.—Sir, there has 
been’ a great revolution in the public mind. 
Till within a very few years of the period 
in which I am speaking, the 43d of Eliza- 
beth’ was, if I may be allowed the expres- 
sion, Considered as the bible on this subject. 
Many persons observing the rapid mcrease 
of the burthens imposed by that statute, 
‘have projected plans of reform, and the 
legislature has adopted many new acts: 


‘beqpore delightful? A's a states you un-} but they have all proceeded upon the same 


dertook to. feed the hungry—to clothé the 
naked—to visit the sick—to protect the 
fatherless—to assist the widow—to find em- 
ployment for the healthy and necessitous— 
and to con‘pel work from the dissolute and 
‘the idle.Sir, these plans were devised 
during the reign of Elizabeth; the glories 
of which are still vivid in the annals of our 
‘history. ‘They were projected and car- 
Yied into execution under the auspices of 
‘some of the’ wisest statesmen that ever pre- 
‘sided in the councils of any country. They 
were not the sudden production‘ of one 
particular period. They had occupied the 
attention ,of the legislature during the 
whole of that long and prospérous reign. 
From the 5th to the 14th—to the 18th— 
to the 39th down to the 43d of the queen, 
we find a constant succession of statutes, 
bearing testimony to the constant direc- 


tion of the care of the government towards 
that object: till, at last, the work was 
complete.——But,: sir, a if it were to con- 


principle. No‘ one ever ventured to sur- 
mise that the’ system itself was’ radically 
defective and vicious: and even the last 
projector, Mr. Pitt, to whose benevolent 
intention I wish to bear sincere testimony, 
proceeded upon the supposition that the 
base upon’ which we had'so long stodd was 
stable and sound. His plan proved abor- 
‘tive, and indeed in most of its parts it was, 
I ain confident, absolutely impracticable. 
I might presume to mention myself as 
having, about the same time, and before, 
at a still earlier date, proposed to the house 
the adoption of some regulations, which I 
then thought would be beneficial. The | 
house did not, in either instance, think 
proper to pass them = and, sir, having now 
in view objects of a much more extensive 
nature, it is not my intention again tore- 
‘vive those regulations. But, sir, the period 
is arrived, in which I think it seems, by 
‘common consent, to be admitted, that 
‘some stepS' must be taken. You have 


found the of human wisdom, 
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of Providence, which have roused your at- 
tention to the state of your community. 
It has been said, that those calamities have 
been greatly increased by the depression 
they have occasioned of the character of 
your labouring poor. It has been said, 
that necessity having overcome the honest 
pride which formerly withheld a man from 
resorting to parochial relief, he no longer 
cares to recover his independence, but 
now voluntarily resorts to that assistance 
which he would before have indignantly 
avoided.—That such was the effect during 


_the continuance of scarcity (and even since 


it has ceased) no man can deny: but, sir, 


' I am willing to believe, and not withqut 


ground, that that effect is gradually wear- 
ing off; that the mind of the labouring 
class is recovering its elasticity, and that 
the proper pride of independence has, in a 
degree at least, resumed its place.—Sir, by 
the accurate returns which have of late 
years been laid before parliament, your si- 
tuation is exposed to your view. The 
spectacle is indeed fearful, but it must be 
contemplated. In ordertocure any wound, 
we must know its exact situation and depth. 
—By the abstracts then upon your table, 
which were made up in the year 1803, it 
will appear, that upon a population in Eng- 


Jand and Wales, (exclusive of your army 


and navy) of 8,870,000 souls; not less 
than 1,234,000 are partakers of parochial 
relief. That is, that nearly one seventh 
part of your population is indebted to the 
rest wholly, or in part, for their support : 
and by far the larger part of that number 
is wholly subsisted without any exertion of 
their own. Sir, it is also proved that, ex- 


clusively of all collateral expence, such as 


army, militia, &c. which is raised at the 
same time with the rate for the relief of the 
poor, and paid out of it; there had been 
raised,-in the year ending at Easter, 1803, 
for the maintenance and relief of the poor 
alone, the sum of 4,267,000/.; being al- 
most double the sum raised for the same 
purpose, on the average of the years 1783, 


. 1784,1785,and nearly treble the sum raised 


in 1776.—Sir, that a remedy for an evil so 
great and so rapidly increasing, ought im- 
mediately to be sought, all will be ready 


. to agree: and I stand up before you, under 
_the persuasion that I shall be able to pro- 


pose to you improvements, regulations, and 
modifications. to effect that end, which will 
not be found wholly unworthy of your at- 


_tention.—However small my personal 


-clainis to consideration may be, | am sure 


in the contemplation of my _ task, I shall 
meet with the favour of this house, | 
desire no support from my best friends, 
but that which the merits of my plan may 
seem to deserve. I am sure I shall en. 
counter no opposition but that which its 
demerits extort; and I am equally sure 
that at this moment there does not exist 
an individual throughout the nation, who 
does not wish me success.—Sir, I desire 
here to put in a rational claim to your at. 
tention, by assuring both you and the house, 
that Iam no visionary enthusiast, seeking 
after universal plenty and comfort, and 
imaginary perfection. I know the laws of 
God to be insmutable, and bow to their un. 
controulable force. I believe man. to be 
born to labour as the sparks fly upwards; 
that a certain portion of misery is insepa- 
rable from mortality; and that all plans 
for the lodging, clothing, and feeding of 
all mankind, with what may be called com- 
fort, are quite impossible in practice 
Sir, there is 4 saying upon record, of one 
of the most amiable monarchs that ever 
filled a throne, (I mean Henry IV. of 
France) which from its benevolence is so 
captivating, that it has spread through all 
languages, and passed through every mouth, 
He is said to have expressed a wish, that 
he might live to see the day when every 
peasant in his kingdom should have a pul- 
let in his kettle. Sir, I will not indulge 
in such a wish with regard to the subjects 
of this kingdom, because I know that pby- 
sieally it cannot be accomplished. The 
earth does not produce wherewithal to 
gratify such a desire; and whatever may 
be the first impulses of our feeling, in or- 
der to do good, we must chastise and re- 
duce them within the sphere of aetion.— 
Sir, I have read in an account of the set- 
tlements in New South Wales, that some of 
the unhappy convicts who were transported 
to that distant clime, laboured under an un- 
accountable delusion, that adjoining to the 
land iu which they were destined to dwell, 
there existed a region wherein the earth 
brought forth her fruits spontaneously, and 
her productions could be enjoyed without 
toil, in luxurious and sensual indolence. 
So strong was the impression, that they 
actually set out in quest of this fancied 
spot. ‘Their fate need not be told. 
Some, after incredible toils and hardships, 
returned exhausted with hunger and fa- 
tigue; the rest perished in the wilderness, 
and their carcases became a prey to the. 
beasts of the desert and the birds of the 
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. their object, but that they. have been 
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air.—Thus, sir, if any politician under a 
similar species of delusion, were to profess 
that he could lead mankind by any path 
to the attainment of universal plenty and 
comfort, he and his followers would imme- 
diately be overwhelmed in the wilderness 
of error.—But here, I must stop to say, 
that after the most anxious and patient re- 
search into the state of society in these 
kingdoms, during a long period, I believe 
the situation of the lower and more useful 
classes to be better in every respect than 
at any former time: and he who shall at- 
tempt to persuade them to the contrary, 
must be either weak, misinformed, or 
wicked.—Sir, I have in view the practical 
benefit of mankind. In order to form 
myself for this day, I have had recourse to 
principles and unerring experience. Sir, 
Ihave been undoubtedly assisted by data 
upon your table, furnishing grounds of 
action, such as none of my predecessors 
had the good fortune to possess; and the 
subject has lately been submitted to an 
investigation much more accurate than 
any it had ever before undergone. One 


amongst us, who has gone deeply into the 
causes Of our present situation. I mean 
Mr. Malthus. His work upon Population 
has, I believe, been very generally read ; 
and it has completed that change of opi- 
nion with regard to the poor-laws, which 
had before been in some measure begun. 
Sir, I have studied the works of this author 
with as much attention as | am capable of 
bestowing upon any subject. I am de- 
sirous of doing the most ample justice to 
his patient and profound research ; to the 
inimitable clearness of his demonstration, 
and to the soundness of the principles on 
which he proceeds. I believe them to be 
incontrovertible. But in many of the 
conclusions to which he comes, | materi- 
ally differ from him. Although I believe 
the design and intention of the author 
to be most benevolent, and that so much 
is to be collected from his writings, | 
think any man who reads them, ought to 
place a strict guard over his heart, lest it 
become hardened against the distresses of 
his fellow creatures; lest in learning that 
misery and vice must of necessity main- 
tain a footing in the world, he give up all 
attempt at their subjugation.—Sir, this 
philosopher has delivered it as his opinion, 
that the poor-laws have not only failed in 
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than would have existed without them: 
that ‘* though they may have alleviated a 
little the intensity of individual misfor- 
tune, they have spread the evil over a 
larger surface.” [Malthus, v. ii. p. 149.] 
Many persons agreeing in this position, . 
have wished that the whole system was 
well expunged from our statute book ; 
and perhaps I should not go too far in 
saying that such is the prevailing senti- 
ment.—But, sir, I think no one has been 
bold enough to propose a total and im- 
mediate abrogation of the poor-laws. 
Sir, I need hardly say, that no man could 
be bold enough to propose that, which 
must in its operation generate a most for- 
midable political convulsion, when the 
good to be obtained would be at best pro- 
blematical and uncertain. But supposing 
the ultimate good to be certain: could 
we, to obtain it, give our consent to a 
measure which, in its dreadful execution, 
would be ntore widely fatal than any edict 
which ever proceeded from the hand of 
any tyrant conqueror upon earth; which 
would spread desolation, famine, and 
death throughout your land ; and consign 
to a premature grave, infirmity, age, in- 
fancy, and innocence. Sir, the immediate 
abrogation of these laws is absolutely out 
of the question. . I will dwell no longer 
upon it,—But their gradual abolition has 
been suggested as practicable: and I re- 
collect two plans only which have been 
laid before the public for that purpose. 
The one bears the name of Mr. Arthur 
Young, and was also patronized, as I have 
been told, by an hon. baronet, formerly a - 
member of this house, sir William Pul- 
teney; one whose opinion must always 
carry with it great weight. The other is 
suggested by Mr. Malthus himself, Mr. 
Young’s plan is to take the amount of the 
rate raised for the relief of the poor at a 
given time, and to enact that it should not 
on any account be increased, Ultimate- 
ly, I suppose the intention to be (or else 
it would not tend to an extinction of the 
rate, however it might confine it) to draw 
the line more and more narrow, until at 
last the rate should be totally done away. 
1 confess, sir, that I can by no means 
concur in the wisdom, or even the practi- - 
cakility of this scheme. But it has been 
so ably discussed by Mr. Malthus, in the 
appendix to the second volume of his 
work, that I will thank the house to 
attend to me whilst I read the passage ; | 


productive of much more wretchedness 
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mote upon this passage, Mr. Malthus gives 
us a quotation from a work of Mr. Young’s 
wherein Mr, Young completely refutes 
himself. Mr. Malthus says, “ under such 
a law, if the distresses of the poor were to 
be aggravated tenfold, either by the in- 
crease of numbers or the recurrence of a 
scarcity, the same sum would be inva- 
riably appropriated to their relief. If the 
statute which gives the poor a right to 
support were tO remain unexpunged, 
we should add to the cruelty of starving 
them, the extreme injustice of still pro- 
fessing to relieve them. If this statute 
were expunged or altered, we should vir- 
tually deny the right of the poor to support, 
and only‘retain the absurdity of saying, 
that they had a right to a certain sum; an 
absurdity which Mr. Young justly corrects 
with much severity in the case of France.” 
[Malthus, vol. ii. p. 529.]--Then, sir, 
comes a note, which contains an extract 
from Mr. Young's travels in France, and 
it is as follows :— The national assembly 
of France, though they disapproved of the 


English poor-laws, still adopted their 


principle, and declared, that the poor had 
aright to pecuniary assistance; that the 
assembly ought to consider such a 
provision as one of its first and most 
sacred duties ; and that with this view, an 
expence ought to be incurred of 50 
millions a year. Mr. Young justly ob- 
serves, that he does not comprehend how 
it is possible to regard the expenditure of 
50 millions a year as a sacred duty, and 
notextend that 50 to 100, if necesity should 
demand it; the 100 to 200, the 200 to 
300, and so on in the same miserable pro- 
gression which has taken place in England.”’ 
—Sir, I think I need not detain the house 
by adding much to the argument here so 
conclusively stated ; but supposing an act 
to have passed, which should direct that 
in éach parish or district no more should 
be. raised for the relief of its poor than 
what had been raised in the year preceding ; 
that that sum should have been necessarily 
and unavoidably expended in ten months, 
or upon a certain given number of paupers ; 
all other cases‘of distress which might 
arise after that period, must be totally 
neglected ; and yet it would be difficult to 
distinguish between the right to relief pos- 
sessed: by those who should have received 
it before: the fund was exhausted, and 
those: who -might ‘make application for 
relief after it was gone.—Besides, sir, in- 
stances might occur wherein the obedience 
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to such a statute might be productive of, 
the most terrible mischief. | have myself. 
witnessed such an instance. It was the. 
case ofa parish afflicted with a contagious: 
fever ; wherein, if it had not been possible 
to have raised asum of money equal to the, 
exigency of the case; not ouly the inhabi., 
tants of that parish would have been 
almost exterminated, but the scourge 
itself must have spread throughout the 
whole of the adjacent district. In short, 
sir, if legal relief be allowed at al}, it ap-, 
pears to me, as well as to both the writers 
quoted, that it must be made co- extensive 
with the necessity to which it is to be ap-, 
plied.—The next plan we have to consider 
is Mr. Malthus’s own; “ He proposes a 
regulation to be made, declaring that no. 
child born from any marriage taking place 
after the expiration of a year from the 
date of the law; and no illegitimate child 
born two years {rom the same date, should 
ever be entitled tq parish gssistance.” 
[vol. ii. p. 396.] It is unnecessary to state 
the details wherein he gives an account of 
the method whereby he would have sucha 
law promulgated. By this measure the 
poor-laws would absolutely cease, after the 
expiration ofa very short period, ag to the 
rising generation. But putting all other 
considerations aside, eth a scene of con- 
fusion would ensue during the interval 
which must elapse, till the present genes 
ration should have all passed away, and 
the condition of al] your people should 
have become the same. Divided as they 
would be into two distinct classes, the one 
possessing a claim upon you, the other 
none; what end would there be to their dise 
content, jealousies, and quarrel! what 
jarring, wrangling, and conflict! what 
difficulties of proof and discrimination ip’ ” 
the first instance, and what harshness apd 
severity in the second after proof should 
have been obtained !—Sir, I am _ perfectly 
certain, that if the legislature could be ine 
duced to pass a law pregnant with such 
cruelty, within two years after the coms 
mencement of its operation it must be re- 
pealed. Neither of these plans then, in 
my estimation, hold out any rational 
prospect of success towards the gradual 
abolition of the poor-laws.—But, sir, sup- 
posing any plan. for that purpose to be 
adopted, we must, before we venture ypon- 
it, anticipate its consequences; and in 
order to enable us:to do so, we must look 
a little back. into our history, and see what 
was the condition of society before the. 
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enactment of any law at all for the relief 
ofthe poor. Sir, we shall Gnd that as the 
feudal system passed away, and the villein 
ceased to look up to, and depend upon his 
Jord for support, poor began to be known: 
and there being uo tegal provision for their 
support, they obtained alms in the cha- 
racter of beggars. Mendicity was known 
and licensed by act of parliament under 
particular restrictions. But it became, as 
we may collect from our statute-book, a 
very formidable evil ; so formidable, that 
laws of great severity were enacted against 
unlicensed mendicants under the descrip- 
tion of vagabonds and sturdy beggars. 
During the prevalence of the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, the monasteries afforded 

at relief to the evil. After their disso- 
ation, it must have increased with great 
rapidity, and raged with great violence ; 
for in the first year of Edward VI. a sta- 
tute was passed, containing enactments of 
such atrocious cruelty, that those who 
have not read it, will hardly believe in its 
existence. It is thereby enacted, ‘ that 
if any person shall be found idle for the 
space of 3 days, he may be seized upon as 
aslave, and having been branded in the 
breast with a red-hot iron, with the letter 
$, he shall be fed upon bread and water, 
and compelled to work for the person so 
seizing him, however vile the work may 
be, by beating, chaining, or otherwise. 
Further, that if he absent himself from his 
said muster for the space of 14 days, he 
shall be branded on the forehead, and ad- 
judged a slave for ever.” —True it is, this 
‘statute was not long suffered to disgrace 
your book, for it was repealed in the 3d 
and 4th year of the same king; but it 
sufficiently serves to shew how dreadful 
the state of the lower orders of the com- 
munity must have been, to induce a legis- 
lature to think of such horrible remedies. 
The laws, however, against beggars and 
vagrants, were still yery severe and cruel. 
Notwithstanding the very statute I have 
above recited, and divers others before 
that time, contained provisions for the re- 
lief of the poor, by encouraging the distri- 
bution of alms, and at last by compelling 
the gift of them, it was not until the 
enactment of that system of laws, during 
the reign of Elizabeth, on which we now 
act, that these severities all disappeared. 
A right hon. gent. oyer the way, (Mr. 
Rose) who has paid greatand commendable 
attention to this subject, in a very useful 
pamphlet on the Poor-Laws, has justly ob- 
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served, that every expedient, bad’ beeii 
tried before recourse wag had to the present 
plan. We ought, therefore, to consider, 
before we consent to its destruction, what 
the probable conséquerices would be. If’ 
you were to say fo men, that they had no 
right to any assistance or support from 
you under any circumstances, you could’ 
not impose any restraint upon them as*to 
their habitations or settlement. You could 
not condemn them to starve, and therefore 
you must allow those in need tobeg. Are. 
you prepared to encounter that host of 
sturdy and valiant beggars, who under the 
cloak of the distresses of those who were 
compelled to beg in order to preserve life, 
would extort from you wherewithal to ine 
dulge their profligate idleness? If you 
should absolutely deny their right to sup, 
port out of your property, they might have 
recourse to the original right of occupancy, 
For each man born has surely a right to 
occupy a spot of ground, which may have 
been left unoccupied. by those’ who had 
come into the world before him ; although 
he may not possess any right to the ground 
occupied by another, or to any part of the 
fruit of his labours. But if all the land be 
occupied, so that those who are born can 
settle no where in order to maintain them- 
selves, and you deny their right to as—— 
sistance, your metaphysical posjtions may. 
be unquestionable, but you would create a. 
set of dangerous enemies. Might they no 
become a most formidable body ? and what. 
step could you take to cure or correct the 
evil you thus improvidently created ?— 
Sir, I cannot look forward to such a situa- 
tion without great dread and apprehension, 
nor can I consent to break that chain, 
which, with all its imperfections and dis- 
advantages, binds the different classes of 
society indissolubly together, and which I . 
hope to preserve undissolved, and to be 
able to render light.—If then, sir, a total 
and immediate abrogation of your poor- 
laws is out of the question, and if no prac- 
ticable plan presents itself for their gradual 
abolition, what remains to be done? Why, 
sir, “ thinking it unadvisable to abolish the 
poor-laws, I have endeavoured to obtain 
general knowledge of those principles which 
render them inefficient in their humane in- 
tentions, and to apply it so far'as to modify 
them, and regulate their execution, so as to 
remove many ofthe evils with which they are 
accompanied, and make them less objec 
tionable.” [Malthus, vol. ii. p. 552.) Inpro- 
posing to the house my ideas on tlie sub« 
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ject, I am happy that have it in my power 
previously to inform them, that I shall 
urge nothing which has not the sanction 
of the highest’ authority to recommend it, 
‘or the support of long-tried experience and 
practice to justify its adoption. Sir, my 
wish is not to get rid of the poor-laws, 
but, I think, by taking proper steps, they 
may hereafter become almost obsolete. 
And Tam sanguine enough to hope that if 
what I have to propose should meet with 
the concurrence of parliament, in the lapse 
of half a century they would be little 
used; but I would haye such a code al- 
ways remain upon your statute book, in 
order that there might be a sure and legal 
refuge under any change of circumstances, 
or society, for indigence and distress.— 

‘he principles on which I would proceed, 
to effect this most desireable object, are 
these: to exalt the character of the labour- 
ing classes of your community. ‘To give 
the labourer consequence in his own eyes, 
and in those of his fellows, to make him a 
fit companion for himself, and fit to asso- 
ciate withcivilized men, To excite him to 
acquire property, that he may taste its 
sweets ; and to give him inviolable security 
for that property, when it is acquired. To 
mitigate those restraints which now confine 
and cramp his sphere of action. To hold 
out a hope of reward to his patient indus- 
try. To render dependent poverty, in all 
cases, degradation in his eyes, and atall times 
less desirable than independent industry.— 
Having accomplished this first grand object, 
I would endeayour to lighten the burthens 
which must inevitably be borne, by making 
their distribution more equal. I would pro- 
pose some material alterations in the moge of 
affording relief; to put some of your pre-~ 
sent institutions on a more orderly footing, 
and to enable you to distinguish between 
your criminal, and innocently necessitous 
poor.—In pursujng these objects, it has 
been my wish, and I hope I have succeeded, 


‘to steer clear of all new sources of litiga- 


tion ; not to disturb any of those decisions 
of the courts of justice which have formed 
the guide for the conduct of magistrates, 
ahd those intrusted to their care; and not, 
in the smallest degree, to alter or vary the 
ancient boundaries and divisions of the 
kingdom. I should further add, that I do 
not intend to regulate for any of those pla- 
ces whose concerns are provided for by 
special acts of parliament.—Sir, there is 

other principle upon which I wish to 


os 


proceed, and'in which I hope shall ob- 


tain the universal concurrence of this. 
house; I mean that of non-interference. 
with the concerns of the poor, until neces. _ 
sity calls for it.—Sir, I hold that I have no 
more right to meddle with the private con. 
cerns of the labourer, to tell him how he 
shall be lodged, or fed, or clothed, than 
he has to interfere with mine, until he ap- 
plies to me for relief. Then the right be- 
gins, and again it terminates when he is 
again able to provide for himself. I am as 
sure of the sound policy of the doctrine of 
leaving the poor to their own management, 
as I am sure of the right they have to beso 
left: and notwithstanding the instances of 
unthriftiness and dissolute selfishness which 
we witness in some characters, generally 
speaking, they manage for themselves much 
better than we could manage for them.—_ 
Having, sir, however unwillingly, felt mye 
self under the necessity of detaining the 
house with this preliminary matter, I shall 
now proceed to open to you the details of | 
the plan I would propose. Sir, I think the | 
house must anticipate that in the front of | 
my plan for the exaltation of the character — 
of the labourer, must appear a scheme for — 
general national education. Soitis; and | 
upon its effects I mainly rely for the con- — 
summation of my wishes, Sir, it would be 
needless, in speaking before an assembly so 
enlightened as that which I have now the 
honour to address, to dwell upon the be- 
neficial effects of the general diffusion of 
knowledge. 1 have of late heard it magni- 
ficently said from the chair in which you 
preside, that this house would at all times 
open its doors wide to receive the petitions 
of the people. Sir, I would borrow that 
expression, and bid you throw open wide 
the portals of the human understanding to 
the introduction of light and knowledge, in 
order that virtue and happiness might fol- 
low in their train. If there could exist a 
doubt about it in the mind of any man who © 
hears me, I would refer him tothe contem- 
plation of the character of savage, uncivi- 
lized man. More helpless than the brutes 
amongst which he obtains a precarious 
subsistence, but more dangerous than them 
to his fellow creatures, because under the 
influence of malignant passions by which. 
they are not excited or tormented. Look 
into the pages of that writer whom I have 
so often quoted ; see, and shudder at the 
description of a totally uncivilized buman 
being in every quarter of the world, from 
the northern to the southern extremity of 
the globe, Trace man from that rude state, | 


| | 
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step by step, till-he arrives at the highest 


lish of refinement in a civilized society, 
such as that in which we have the good 


fortune to live, and [ think you will be 
compelled to confess that every step to- 


wards civilization, notwithstanding the ad- 


ventitious vices which undoubtedly attend 


its progress, is a step towards morality and 
| order.—~Sir, in a political point of view, 
nothing can possibly afford greater stability 
toa popular government than the educa- 
tion of your people. Contemplate igno- 
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there prevailed amongst you a general sys« 
tem of national education? Sir, T think | 
none of these things could have happened, 
where the light of knowledge and of truth 
had universally beanied. . Sif, I have con= 
‘tended for parliamentary reform in this 
house, and I am still a sincere and decided 
friend to the reformation of parliament : 
but I do not believe that any scheme could 
tbe devised, so totally unobjectionable in its 
means, and so entirely efficacious to its ob- 
ject of increasing the purity of this house, 


-yance in the hand of craft; what a despe- 
rate weapon does it afford ! How impotent 
does craft become before an instructed and 
enlightened multitude.—Sir, view the in- 
justice and cruelty of ignorance; the vio- 
lence and horrors of a deluded and infu- 
riate mob; destroying its victims without 
selection or remorse, itself ultimately the 
victim of its own infatuation and guilt.— 
I would fain illustrate to you what I feel, 
by calling your attention to a story of re- 
mote antiquity ; and I would ask whether 
the great Aristides could have suffered the 
injustice he met with from the Athenian 
people, had the ungrateful crowd whom he 
had so faithfully served, been sufficiently 
instructed to appreciate those services? 
Could any but a wretch as ignorant as the 
ene who asked him to engrave his own name 
on the shell which was to condemn him to 
‘banishment, have been weary of hearing 
him ‘called “the Just ?’’—Sir, to come 
nearer to our own times, could the great 
pensioner De Witt and his unhappy bro- 
ther have met with their cruel and ignomi- 
nious death from the hands of an enlight- 
ened populace? To bring it immediately 
home, could the disgraceful scenes of 1780, 
have taken place in this metropolis, had 


as the general instraction of your people, 
Nothing could so tend fo diffuse the prine 
ciples and practice of Christianity. You 
translate the Scriptures into the vulgar 
tongue, that all may have an opportunity 
of knowing, weighing, and following the 
divine precepts they contain. Open the 
eyes of your people, that they may read 
what you have so written, and your work 
is done.Sir, I have the greatest authori- 
ties of the living and the dead, to recom- 
mend whatI propose. Adam Smith, Mr. 
Malthus, the right hon. gent. opposite to 
me (Mr. Rose), the benevolent editor of the 
tracts which come from the Society for 
bettering the Condition of the Poor, alt | 
agree in recommending national education: 
as the first step towards the alleviation of | 
your burthens, and the amelioration of the | 
condition of your people, Added to this, 
we have example and experience before 
our eyes. Look at Scotland. See her 
enviable state with regard to her poor. 
That country is the theme of panegyric 
amongst all who have visited her, on ace 
count of the situation of her labouring 
classes; and yet she has your system of 
poor-laws *; the enactments are the same . 
they are still in force, they have been ia 


_ * As much misapprehension prevails in this country on the subject of the Poor-Laws in Scotland, 
many persons not believing in the existence of the laws themselves, and others better informed as te 
that fact, having erroneously asserted that they are not now in force, I have thought it advisable to 


give the following brief but very perspicuous statement of the law, and the facts ni ich I 
am greatly indebted to Mr. Horner and the Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff. _— 
Note on the Scotch Poor-Laws, by Mr. Horner; Feb. 17, 1807.—‘‘ Statute Law. The most ancient 
“ enactments in the Scotch statute book on the subject of the poor, are of these dates; act 1424, 
* ©, 25.—1503, c. '70.—and 1535, c. 22. Their object is to check the increase of vagrants by suf. 
* fering none to beg but those who were licensed to wear a badge.—After the dissolution of the catho- 
“ lic establishment, some of the leaders of the reformation tried to obtain, under the new system, a 
és plan for the regular support of the poor. In the parliament held in 1560, it was proposed, that the 
revenues of the abolished church should be applied towards the maintenance of ministers, the educa 
“ tion of youth, and the support of the poor. But this proposal was not listened to. The first 
-% assembly of the kirk was held im Dee. the same year, 1560; they drew up the first book of disci- 
“ pline, which they presented to the convention of estates, held 15th Jan. 1561, and the same plan for 
“ 4 distribution of the church revenues was hinted at. But the nobles, we are told by John Knox, re« 
* jected the scheme as ‘ a devout imagination.’—The act of the year 1579, with a few amendments 
‘subsequently made, forms the Scotch code of poor-laws. It is almost a literal transcript of an 
' English statute, passed seven years before, the 14th of Eliz. c. 5, which, though not printed in the 
-#* modern editions of the statutes at large, may be found in the older collections ;, as in the second vo- 
-~ lume of Rastell, Sir F. Eden, in consequence of having overlooked this original statute of Elizabeth, 
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general use, they may be and are still often 


resorted to, and time was when the state of 


the poot on the other side of the Tweed, 

I shail presently shew you, was more 
wretched, and their violence greater, than 
~ ‘was almost ever known im the southern 
are almost totally in disuse, and all is re- 
gularity and order. What was the day-star 
_ then which shone forth and calmed these 
‘troubles? Education. Fo borrow a quo- 
tation from the beautiful speeches of the 


art of the island. Now, the poor-laws 
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Scotland, and F will prove to you' that that | 
effect was produced by education alone, 
Sir, the system of our poor-laws was ip. 
troduced into Scotland by an act passed 
in the year 1579; which was almost a lite. 
ral transcript from the act passed in the 
‘14th of Elizabeth: a variety of other sta. 
tutes followed, shewing by their preambles 
that: the provisions of the first.act had been 
executed. Some of these acts were passed 
in the time of Charles II. Late decisions 
of the court of session shew these laws to 


Fate Mr. Burke, wherein he describes edu- 
cation to have calmed the disorders of 
Some parts of this island : 
Simul Alba nautis 

Stella refulsit, 

Defluit saxis agitatus humor; 
_Concidunt venti, fagiuntque nubes: 

nia Et minax (sic Di voluére) ponto’ 
Unda recumbit. 
Such was the effect of education upon 


be now in full force. Most of the infor- 
mation I have obtained on the subject of 
the Scottish law relating to the poor, I ow 
to an hon. member of this house (Mr, 
Horner), who has been well known in the 
republic of letters, and at the bar of Scot. 
laud ; and who is sure to become an orna- 
ment of this assembly.—Now, sir, I will 
trouble you to direct your attention toa 


has fallen into a very remarkable mistake, when he intimates his opinion, that the English system 
“© of assessment was borrowed from the Scotch act of 1579. On the contrary, the latter is so closely 
** copied from the English statute, that the execution of the act in country parishes is committed ‘ to 
< © them that sall be constitute justices be the king is commissioners ;? and justices of the peace were 
“¢ not introduced into Scotland till 1689. 1t is also worthy of being remarked, that the only general 
*€ yégulation, which the Scotch legislature in 1579, did not copy from the 14th of Eliz. is that which 
‘€ direets the surplus of the poor’s fund, to be émployed in providing work for able-bodied vagrants.— 
*¢ Welearn from the preamble of an act of the year 1592, cap. 149, that the system of the act 1579, for 
“© the maintenance of the ‘poor had already been ¢arried partially into execution. The act 1597, ¢.272, 
“* to obviate the want of justices, committed the execution of the act 1579, in country parishes upon 
*€ the kirk sessions. —In thé three next acts, 1617, c. 10, 1663, c. 16,and 1672, c. 18, there aré va~ 
** rious provisions for a scheme of erecting workhouses for vagrants; which fortunately proved abor- 
“ tive. The second of those statutes, however, contains a most important enactment, with respect to 
** the mode of assessing the heritors and their tenants ; one half of the rate being ordained to be paid 
“¢ by the heritors of the parish, and the other half by the tenants and possessors.—The last périod of 
“* Scotch enactments relating to the poor, is the reign of king William. During the severe dearth, 
** which lasted from 1692 to 1699, (the seven ill years as they are still called by the common people), 
** there were four’ proclamations of ¢ouncil, and three acts of parliament, enforcing thé execution of 
«* former acts for the relief of the poor. They are rherely declaratory of those acts.” 
_ Decisions of the Court of Session.—‘* There are in the books of Scotch law, for the last hundred 
* years, down to the presént day, many cases upon the construction of the foregoing statutes, with 
*© respect to the mode of their execution. There is no doubt of their being in full force ; though in 
*€ point of fact, the rate is assessed only in some districts of Scotland. A short notice of two’ or three 
hy leading: cases, will sufficiently prove the actual existence of a statutory assessment -in that part of 
the kingdom.—By a decision of thé 6th of June, 1745, the court of session, decreed, in a question 
«* between two parishes in’ Berwickshire, aad upon construction of the acts of Charles II. that a resi- 
“ dence of 3 years ina parish, gives the pauper a right to relief. The decree of the court directed, 
** that the heritors of the parish of Dunse should meet, and assess themselves accordingly.—In the case 
4¢ of the parish of Humbie, which was decided on the 15th of Feb. 1751, with regard to the joint admi- 
$*, nistration by the heritors and the kirk session, the whole system of the Scotch poor-laws was inves- 
“* tigated very minutely ; and not only the decree, but all the arguments on both sides, proceed upon 
*¢ the sapposition that the act 1579, with the subsequent amendments, was fully in force.—Since the 
“¢ last/searcity, a:case had been determined in the court of session, which turned upon this question; 
viz. whether, under the Scotch poor-laws, those persons are entitled to relief, who, without atiy per- 
* sonal infirmity, are rendered unablé by the high price of provisions to maintain themselves in time 
4* of dearth? And, whether an assessment for the relief of sach persons was legal? The court decreed 
on the 17th of Jan. 1804, that such relief and assessment were legal under the statutes: and the at- 
¢ gumentetsed to obtain a ¢ontrary decree were, not that the statutes were not in force, but that they 
main maety include this particular case, This came likewise from the parish of Dunse in Bet- 
‘wickshire.” 
Note onthe Scotch Poor-Laws, by the Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff.—* Assessments are made by law in 
 wiany parishés of Scotland, for the relief of the poor. They have been regularly made in some pa- 
“© yishes for 40 years past ; and become from obvious causes, more frequent every year.—In many pa- 
“© fishes they have been hitherto unnecessary ; the collections at the churches every Sunday, and iff 
* many instances, other funds, in the hands of the kirk sessions, being sufficient without 
** te provide for the parochial ) oor ; this is the case still in the greatest namber of parishes.—In‘small 
parishes, or in patishes where thefe are no considerable towns or villages, the assessihents 
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which shall take the liberty of 
reading from the second discourse of Mr. 
Andrew [letcher, on the affairs of Scotland, 
written in 1698. ‘The system of national 
education had been-enacted in the year 
1696-; but of course its operation could 
not have been felt in so short a period. 
Mr. Fletcher says—“ That there are at 
“ this day in Scotland (besides a great 
“ many poor families very meauly pro- 
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« lived without any regard or subjection 
‘* either to the laws of the land or even 
“ to those of God and nature, Fathers in- 
“ cestuously accompanying with their own 
* daughters, the son with the mother, and 
“ the brother with the sister. No ma- 
* gistrate could ever discover which way | 
“one in a hundred of these wretches 
*-died, or that ever they were baptised, 
“*Many murders have been discovered 


“ vided for by the church-boxes, and|‘ among them; and they are not only an 
“ others who, by living upon bad food,|‘* unspeakable oppression to poor tenants 
“ fall into various diseases) 200,000 people|‘* (who if they give not bread or some 
“ begging from door to door. ‘Thesé are|“* kind of provision to perhaps forty _ 
“ not only no way advantageous, but a] such villains in one day, are sute to 
“ yery great burthen to so poor a country.|“ be insulted by them), but they rob many 
“ Aud though the number of them be per-|“ poor people who live in houses distant 
“ baps double to what it was formerly, by|“ trom any neighbourhood. In years of 
“reason of this present great distress, yet|“ plenty, many thousands of them meet 
‘in all times there have been about|“ together in the mountains, where they 
“ 100,000 of these vagabonds, who have} feast and riot for many days, and at 


“ are levied according to the valued rent of the lands, the one half being paid by the heritors, and the 
“ other half by the tenants, The cess-books of the county ascertain the valued rent—But the prac- 
‘* tice in large parishes, where there are towns and villages, is different. ‘Phe assessments are there 
“ made according to the real annual rents of lands and houses, a fourth:part being deducted'to the pro- - 
“ prietors of housés for reparations ; the half of the assessment is paid by the proprietors or landlords, ~ 
* and the other half by the tenants or possessors,—The assessments ate made anaually, by a joint 
** meeting of the heritors and kirk session of the parish, held, by act of parliament, on the Ist Tuesday 
*« of August, or Ist Tuesday of February, who appoint a collector who makes a new rental each year of 
‘* lands and houses.—The kirk sessions are, by law, the legal guardians of the poor, and have authority | 
« to manage and distribute the funds provided for their maintenance ;. but the heriters:of each parish 
“ have a controul over their management; are entitled to inspect their accounts, and sometimes ap+ 
* point committees of their own number to act along with them. In general, however, the kirk ses- 
‘* sions manage alone, and have the confidence of the country, and in all cases they do their duty, 
‘* without any remuneration whatsoever.—Where there are parish workhouses, the management 
* commonly eutrusted to the kirk session and heritors jointly : and in some of the great towns, to the 
“* magistrates, ministers, and others connected with the town councils or corporations.—The teces= 
“ sitous have. a legal claim to relief, according to a rule, sanctioned by repeated decisions of the court 
‘* of session, which gives a pauper a title to the charity of any parish in which he has resided 3 years, 
“ supporting himself during that period by his own industry.—There is a law relating to the settle- 
“ ment of paupers, which entitles the managers for the poor, in each parish, to send to the next parish 
“ any pauper who has not acquired the residence which entitles him to their charity; and he can be 
“ Jegally conveyed from parish to parish till he reaches the place of his nativity, or the parish in which 
** be has acquired a title. This is sometimes done: but the practice is not general, or even frequent. 
“ As a pauper being a pauper when he comes into.a parish, or before he has resided on his industry 3 
** years, never acquires a title, he is commonly left to find his way to his own parish, or to depend on 
“ private charity.—The master of a parochial school is not bound to teach the children gratis. Some+ 
* times the children of paupers are sent to him, at the expence of the kirk sessions; but he is always 
“ entitled to his fee. ‘There are many charity schools, supported by public societies or private bene- 
“ factions, which the children attend gratis: but fées are always due to parochial schools.—By an 
** act of parliament lately passed, 1803, the heritors of each parish, who have property ‘to the extent 
** of 1007. Scots of valued rent, in conjunction with the minister, have a right to fix the salary and fees 
* to he paid to the schoolmaster. They are authorized to augnient the salaries at the end of every 25 
“ years, and may at all times regulate the fees; there is of course, some variation in the fees, as well 
“* as in the salaries of different parishes, But the most commhiot-fees niay be as follows: for teaching 
* to read, 18d. per quarter ; for writing and arithmetic, %.-or Qs. 6d. per quarter; for Latin, 2s. or 
© 95: Gil. THe parents very generally avail themselves of the hial schools; and in the lew 
“ country especially, wéald be held as infamous if they neglected them.—The children are all, without 
exception, tanght to read ;, and'in particular, to read the Scriptures. Théy dre minutely instructed 
‘in the catechisms which contain the general principles of religion; they are very generally taught 
“* to write, and to understand the common rules of arithmeti¢, and ail may be’so, ‘In miest parishes, a 
“ few who desire it ate taught Latin; and if they prosecute it, may, by means of the parish school, be’ 
‘* qualified’ to attend the Universities.—The males and females attend the parish schools. together ; 
“ bat the females in the lowest ranks generally confine’ tliettselves to réading, catechetical instruc- 
“ tions, and sometimes go no further. Many even of them, however, aré taught both writing and figures.” 


_.* The highest salary is 400, and the lowest 300 marks. The schodlmaster’ has, besides, ahouse,a = 
school-house, and a small garden, 
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“ country weddings, markets, burials, and 
“ other like public occasions, they are 
“ to be seen, both men and women,..perpe- 
“ tually drunk, cursing, blaspheming, and 
fighting together~+-These are such out: 
‘* rageous disorders, that it were better for 
*¢ the nation they were,sold to the gallies 
‘¢ or West Indies, than that they should 
** continue any. longer a burthen upon 
“us. But numbers of people brifig 
“* great riches, Every government is to 
** blame that makes not a right use of 
‘© them. The wholesomeness of our air, 
and healthfulness of our climate, af- 
“ fords us great numbers of people which 
*“ in s® ‘poor a country can never be 
“ all maintained by manufactures or public 
“© workhouses, or any other way but that 
*¢ which 1 have menioned.” In another 
part of the same discourse, Mr. Fletcher 
says, ‘‘ The better education of our youth 
"would be very necessary.”—Now, sir, 
I beg to call your attention to another de- 
scription of Scotland, given in the year 
1803, by the lord advocate of Scotland, 


. When persuading this house to the adop- 


tion of a bill for the more liberally provi- 
ding for the schoolmasters of that country ; 
which bill was afterwards passed into a law, 
and in its preamble recites, “ that the school- 
** masters of Scotland are a most useful 
** body of men, and essential to the public 
welfare.” —Sir, the lord advocate, Hope, 


_ is. upon that occasion reported to have 


_ said—“‘ He ascribed to the establishment 


ae those schools all that intelligence 


which was so observable in that part of. 
“ the United Kingdom, and which so 
** much attracted the attention of strangers 
who visited it. ‘Fo it also was to be 
ascribed the good morals, the social 
' order, the loyalty, the paucity of crimes, 
the proper uttendance on divine worship, 
and the increasing wealth of that part 
of the country. The paucity of crimes 
was so remarkable, that there were more 
convicts transported in one quarter ses- 
sions from Manchester, than from all 
Scotland in the course of the year. He 
also observed, that. the executions in 
Scotland, on an average, did not amount 
to more than 6 inthe year. He there- 
fore thought an establishment, produc- 
tive of such good, deserving of the great- 
est encouragement, and that without it: 
the institution would sink into disrepute, 
and become a nuisance instead of a be- 
nefit,. The low salary of the school- 
“ masters had within the last 20 years, 
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“ caused several schools to be without 
‘* masters.”——Sir, can there be a greater 
contrast than is exhibited in these two de. 
scriptions? and is not all the improvement 
observable in the latter, when compared 


with the former, traced, by one who was 


the most competent judge that could have 
been selected, entirely to the system of na- 
tional education? Sir, to bring the matter. 
still nearer to a point, Iam induced, and 
not without foundation, to believe that the 
necessity for the compulsory relief, whicli 
has been had recourse to of late years in 
Scotland, more frequently than before, has 
been owing to the circumstance of many 
schools having been abandoned on account 
of the lowness of the salaries of the masters. 
Sir, I trust the act of 1803,,whieh has 
made a more liberal provisibn for the 
‘school masters, wil] re-produce’ al] the ori- 
ginal and beneficial efiects.—I propose , 
then, sir, a general system of national edu- | 
cation, by the establishment of parochial \ 
schools ;,not compulsory upon the poor, | 
for that would destroy its object: but vo- 
Juntary, and I am confident that it will soon 
so work its way, that every man in England 
and Wales will, as in Scotland, feeLit a 
disgrace not to have his children in- 
structed. Sir, the details of this plan will 
be found in the bill which I shall ask per- 
mission of the house to introduce: and I 
say nothing of the expence, for I am sure 
no statesman, who views the importance 
of the establishment as I do, will hesitate 
on that score alone to adopt it, for in the 
saving of poor’s rate it will repay itself an 
hundred, and in order, morality, and virtue, 
ten thousand fold.——Sir, I cannot help no- 
licing to the house, that this is a period 
particularly favourable for the institution 
of a national system of education ; because © 
within a few years there has been discove- 
red a plan for the instruction of youth,  . 
which is now brought to a state of great — 
perfection; happily combining rules, by | 
which the object of learning must be infal- | 
libly attained with expedition. and cheap- — 
ness, and holding out the fairest prospect 
of eminent utility to mankind. Sir, the 


‘meritorious person with whom parts of 


the plan of education, to which I have al, 
luded, have had their rise, who has also 
had the good sense unostentatiously to add 
the acknowledged discoveries of others to 
his own, is well known to many members 
of this house, and to a large part of the 
nation; and he is patronized by persons of 


the first distinction, \in this and a neigh 
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touring kirigdom ; he has further obtained|Sir, I might here dismiss the subject of 
the high honour of the royal sanction and] education altogether ; and indeed, | reluc- 
support. The gentleman whom J mean to} tantly call yourattention to oneillustration — 
point out to you, is Mr. Joseph Lancaster*.|of the advantages to be derived from it, — 
Sir, I know that he has been the object ofjand the great disadvantages attending its _ 
much opposition from bigotry and preju-|total absence from any country when I 
dice, but I believe him to be on every ac-|mention the state of the poor in Ireland ; | 


count, deserving of encouragement and/|there are in that country no poor-laws, to’ - 


protection; and I am happy to find that} which the misery and wretchedness of the” 
the unfounded clamour which has been|lower orders of societycan be traced. But 
raised against him, has in no degree pre-|they have no instruction. In Scotland - 
vailed; that he still enjoys that distin-|they have instruction, and therefore they 


_ guished and discriminating support I have|are contented and happy, and do not use | 


| before mentidned, and as it frequently hap-|the poor-laws which they have,- Sir, I 


pens, that what was intended to overturn,| perfectly well know, that my noble friend, 
has tended only to strengthen and support|who is, fortunately for her interests, at~ 


him.—The principles upon which he pro-| the head of the goverment of that country, | 
ceeds at the free school in the Borough, |is a decided friend to general instruction, ° 
are, upon examination, so obviously foundedjand that he is a patron of the improved 
in utility and economy, that they must pre-| plan I have discussed, as well as of the per-. 
vail, andwill finally, [have no doubt, furnish |son who carries it into effect. I know that 
amode of instruction, uot only forthis coun-| the other members of his majesty’s councils 
try, but for al] nations advanced in any de-| for the more in:mediate government of that 
gree in civilization.—Sir, I by no means in-|country, are doing their endeavours to- 
tend to introduce any enactments into the] wards the instruction of that brave, patient, 


\ bill which I shall propose to you, compel-|and generous people. Ihave also learnt 


tical benefit to this country and the} With a combination o 
-world,—Sir, when the bill itself shall come} fortunate, we are entitled to expect the’ 
‘ jnto the hands of gentlemen, it will be/happiest results. Sir, the next step which I 


Jing any particular mechanical mode of in-| with the greatest pleasure, that the people 


struction; but I have thought this a proper} themselves are eagerly desirous of availing 


opportunity of stating my opinions relative} themselves of the light which I hope will. 


to what [ think must prove a great prac-|speedily and roeegy | shine upon them. 
circumstances so 


found that the main spring of all that is} would recommend to the house to take to- 
good on earth, I mean religious instruc-| wards the desireable end of exalting the 
tion, is attended to; and that the interests|character of the labourer, is to encourage 


| of the establishment are strictly guarded. | him to become possessed of property, that he 


— 


*« Dr. Bell, late of the establishment of Fort St. George in the East Indies, and rector of Swan- 
“ nage, claims the original invention of the system of education practised by Mr. Lancaster. So early 
* asthe year 1789, he opened a school at Madras, in which that system was first reduced to practice, 
* with the greatest success, and the most beneficial effects. In the year 1797, he published an outline 
** of his method of instruction, in a small pamphlet, intitled, ‘ An Experiment on Education made at 
“ ¢ the Male Asylum of Madras.’ That pamphlet has been extended, and very valuable details given 
“to the public by Dr. Bell, in two subsequent publications of the years 1805 and 1807. Mr. Lan- 
** caster’s free school in the Borough, was not opened till the year 1800. So that Dr. Bell unques- 
** tionably preceded Mr. Lancaster, and to him the world are first indebted for one of the most useful 
** discoveries which has ever been submitted to society.———-Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster have here- 
** tofore had much communication with each other; and Mr. Lancaster, ‘ in acknowledging the obli- 
‘* © gation he has to Dr. Bell, wishes not to detract from his honour or merit ; nor to arrogate to him- 
*« © self any thing to which Dr. Bell is entitled ;’+ at the same time he asserts that many of the very 
* useful methods practised in his schqol are exclusively his own. On the other hand Dr. Bell, with the 
‘* feeling worthy of so great a benefactor to mankind, allows, that ‘ to the zeal, perseverance, and ad- 
“« ¢ dress of Mr. Lancaster, the mechanical parts of the system are under the greatest obligations/} 
‘* ——The system itself is what I wish to recommend to public notice, and at the same time to do justice 
** to the two persons who in its invegtion, improvement, and propagation, have rendered such dis- 
‘* tinguished services to the world. Under the patronage which each so liberally enjoys, their plan of 
education, founded of the basis of utility and trath, must prevail: and the union of all parties in 


“ the unprejudiced acknowledgement of the respective merits of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, cannot 


b fail materially to advance the period of its universal adoption.” 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Lancaster to Mr. Whitbread, March 2, 1807, 
Extragt of a letter from Dr. Bell to Mr. Whitbread, Feb. 26, 1807. i} 


| 
| 
as | 
| | 
| 
q 
| 


887]. 


may taste its sweets; and.to give him full: 
security for the possession of what he shall 
acquire. All persons who bave thought 
deeply on the subject of the poor, have 
felt the force. and justice of this principle ; 
but some have diflered as to the species of 
property of which it is most desirable they 
should become possessed. Somehavethought 
a property in live stock most beneficial ; 
and in that has originated in some parts of 
England what is called the Cow System, 
whereby a labouring man is enabled either 
to purchase or acquire a certain property 
in acow, The services of that useful ani- 
mal to the family of the labourer, are es- 
teemed of greater importance than any 
other possession. This system may local- 
ly be exceedingly beneficial ; but there are 
some obvious objections to it: such as the 
precariousness of the life of the animal, 
and the great loss which must arise from 
any accident to it, in most cases irre- 
parable, which put it altogether out of the 
question, as to general adoption; and 
flings great doubt upon its application to 
those parts of the kingdom even most 
adapted to it. Money, sir, I apprehend to 
be the only sort of property which it is 
worth our while to give encouragement to 
the labourer to acquire; which is convert- 
ible into whatever other species of property 
be may think fit to purchase. The con- 
sideration then is, that of a plan by which 

e savings of the prPt may be safely and 
profitably invested. Ifa labourer spends 
the whole of his earnings, he necessarily 


* becomes a charge to the parish, upon the 


first accident he meets with, or the first 
attack of sickness; and if he is fortunate 
énough to escape both, the burthen is only 
suspended till age renders him incapable 
of work. A great proportion of the la- 
bouring poor thus become in succession 
¢laimants upon the parish ; and this must 
in some degree continue until the poor can 
be induced: to lay by something in health, 
as a provision for sickness or age. Such 
of them as make the experiment, and have 
once felt the satisfaction of possessing some- 
thing of their own, ordinarily succeed be- 
d alle tion. Advanced one step 
wards independence, they go on to im- 
prove their condition; and in this class 
are found some of the most industrious, 
frugal, and meritorious members of so- 
ciety. ‘That so few are found to make any 
saving may in a great degree he- accounted 
for, by the difficulty of putting out the little 
they can raiseata time, A poor man would 


PARL, DEBATES, Fenauazy 19, 1807-—-Poor-Laws Bidl.- 


often be glad to put out small sums to in. 
terest, who capnot make up enough to in. 


duce a man_of property to take it: and in 
the length of time necessary to raise a lar. 


spending the little fund, that it requires a 
degree of forbearance and self-denial which 


man not knowing where to place the money 
he has saved, spends it unuecessarily, or 
trusts it with some plausible neighbour, and 
loses it, or puts it in his drawer, and is rob. 
bed of it; or places it in the hands of his 


quitously defrauded his industrious and 
confiding servant. Thus men are discous 
raged from the renewal of an unsuccessful 


jattempt: and others are deterred by such 


examples, The obvious remedy for this 
evil, is to find out a method adapted to the 
situation of the poor, by which they may 
put out their savings with security, ata 
fair interest, for this purpose. ‘The esta- 
blishment of friendly societies opens a very 
general and useful resource: apd Iam glad 
of this public opportunity of expressing my 
decided approbation of those excellent. in- 
stitutions; and my sense of the obligation 
due to the right hon, gent. opposite to me 
(Mr. Rose), under whose auspices an act 
has been passed for the regulation, support, 
and encouragement of those societies, 
which by increasing the number of sub- 
scribers to them has proved highly beneficial 
to the country; I mean the act of the 33d 
of the king, c, 54; but, sir, it is to be 
observed, that some institution, such as I 
shall venture presently to suggest, are want. 
ed in aid of the operations of those societies. 
Sir, the lower orders of the people, are jea- 
lous, and naturally so, of any interference 
orcontroul over their property ; and many 
who from motives of jealousy are prevent; 
ed from placing their savings in societies 
of this description, would place it out to 
profit, or upon contingencies, when the 
whole of the management would remain 
exclusively to themselves, _Sir, to shew 
how much this sort of jealousy operates, 
one might remark, that although the ad- 
lvantages held out by the act in question 
[are very great,and that the effect has been, 
as I believe, greatly to increase the numy 
‘ber of members in those societies, still the 
interference of the law has certainly alarm- 
ed some others; and I have heard of 
instances where clubs. have been broken 
up in consequence of it; the balance, 
however, am sure, iS in favour of the 


ger Sum, so many temptations occur for 


master, who in some instarces has ini-. 


few possess, toresist them. Thus, the poor — 
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act. These prejudices would certainly 
te most, when: the act was mew. 


They wil wear away, and the 


country will receive the full measure of its 
benevolent provisions, Sir, no man can 
bea greater friend than I am to the insti- 


‘tution of friendly societies; and in the 


county in which 7 live, I do all in my 

wer, to encourage and support them, 
te only of one objection to them, and 
that is inseparably attendant upon them; it 
is I believe without remedy, and is by no 
means vf such magnitude as to counteract 
their general value. I mean the frequent 
meetings they demand; the loss of time, 
and expenditure of money at the public 
houses. I am no enemy to relaxation and 
social meetings amongst the lower classes; 
they have a right to their enjoyments when 
confined within the bounds of sobriety and 
moderation; but Ido not wish that the 
temptations to indulgences, in which the 
head of the family alone can partake, should 
be multipiied.—Some persons, struck with 
the benefit of these friendly societies, have 
carried their love for them so far, as to 
propose a general national club, to which 
every. healthy labourer should be com- 


- pelled to contribute. Sir, I need hardly 


say, that such a scheme is quite impracti- 
cable; aud that by compulsion we should 
entirely destroy that which is the effect of, 


and can be supported only by, free will,’ 


The impossibility of watching the members 
of such a club, with the vigilance necessary 
to guard against fraud, and all the nume- 
rous difficulties attending the scheme, are 
too obvious to be dwelt upon: but I have 
mentioned the matter, in order to shew that 
ithas not escaped my observation. Sir, 
what I shall propose, is to assist the inten- 
tion of the benevolent societies, but not to 
put them aside or interfere with them.— 
Mr. Malthus has proposed the establish- 
ment of county banks. I confess I see 
many objections to that plan also, arising 
out of its-complexity, and the difficulty 
there would be in making any general and 
perfect responsibility for so many different 
and dispersed establishments; but I ap- 
prove his principle, and would extend it. 
——I beg gentlemen not to start at what [am 
about to suggest, which to many®who hear 
me may be quite new, but to afford it their 


cool and deliberate consideration. I would 


propose the establishment of one great na- 
tional. institution, in the nature of a bank, 
for the use and advantage of the labouring 


' Glasses alone: that it should be placed in 
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the metropolis, and be under the.controul 
and management of proper persons, to be 
appointed according to the provisions con- 
tained in the. bill 1 shall muve for leave 
to introduce ; that every man who shall be 
certified by one justice, to his own know- 
ledge, or on proof, to subsist principally or 
alone by the wages of bis labour, shall be 
at liberty to remit to the accountant of the 
Poor’s Fund (as I would designate it) ia 
notes or cash, any sum from 20s. upwards.; 
but not exceeding 20/. in any one year, 
nor more in the whole than 200/. That 
once in every week the remittances of the 
preceding week be laid out in the 3 per 
cent. consolidated bank annuities, or in 
some other of the government stocks, in 
the name of commissioners to he appointed; 
to avoid all minute payments, no dividend 
to be remitted till it shall amount.to 10s,, 
and that all fractional sums, under 108, 
be from time to time re-invested, in order 
to be rendered productive towards the ex- 
pences of the office. ‘Tue plan will be 
more amply detailed in the bill itself, and 
such regulations are provided as will, with 
the intervention of the post-office, give 
ample facilities to its execution. Gentle- 
men need not be told, that the perfection 


attained in the management of that great. 


machine is such, as to give the most easy 
aud rapid means of communication with 
the metropolis, much greater indeed thaa 
usually subsists between the remote parts 
of any county and its capital town. Sir, 
the advantage of such a plan as that which 
I have just sketched out, would be very 
much increased, if in addition, an oppor- 
tunity were given to those who might wish 
by an annual payment up to a given age, 
to purchase an annuity for the remainder 


surance.—There are offices in which the 
higher and middle classes, may by propor- 
tional annual payments, make a provi- 
sion for themselves or families; but the 
lowest of the requisite payments, dre above 


a provision isstill more necessary. I would 
therefore propose, that at the same place, 
there should be established,” under. the 
same direction, an insurance office for the 
poor: that tables should be caleulated for 
the assurance, in consideration of annual 
payments of gross sums upon the death of 
the assured, of an annuity for the remaine 


the reach of the labourer; to whom such. 


of their lives : or to insure the payment of | 
a gross sum to their families upon their — 
death; or upon any of those calculable © 
events, which are the usual objects of in- — 


| | 
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der of a'life after a n age; or of an 
‘annuity to a wife surviving a husband; or 
of payments upon a child’s attaining a 
‘certain age. The same descriptidn of per- 
sons to be entitled to the benefit of this 
part of the plan, and upon similar certifi- 
‘eates. No annual payment to be less than 
‘10s. or ‘more than 5/, That the calcu- 
lations be at such raies of interest, and 
probabilities of the duration of life, as to 
be likely to give such an advantage only to 
the insurers, as would cover the expence of 
the establishment. That the receipts be 
invested in stock. ‘That no insurance be 
made upon any life without the testimony 
upon oath of a medical man, that such 
person is in good health ; ‘nor without proof 
on oath of the age, and the certificate of a 
justice, that he is satisfied of the facts. 
On proof of fraud or misrepresentation, 
the insurance to be forfeited.—I should 
also propose, that all remittances to and 
by the accountant of both these offices, and 
1 necessary correspondence, should be 
free of postage; and that no bill, certifi- 
cate, or policy, should be subject to any 
stamp duty ; nor probates of wills in re- 
speet of this fund only; and that all divi- 
dends and annual payments, should be 
wholly exempt from the property tax. In 
this part of the plan, I have followed up 
the’ principle laid down in the act relating 
to the friendly societies ; and it is obvious, 
‘that the revenue would lose nothing by 
such exemptions; because, without such 
offices, no such correspondence or instru- 
ments would exist as are here proposed to 
be exempted from postage and duty: and 
the annual payments would all be below 
those sums which it has been in the con- 
templation of parliament to subject to the 
operation of the property tax.—Such, sir, 
_ as the general outline of the plan I would 
‘propose to encourage the labourer to ac- 
quire property ; and to secure to him the 
certain and profitable possession of it when 
acquired.—I beg the patient attention of 
‘the house and the country to the conside- 
ration of it; and I have the greatest hope 
of a happy effect from its being put in prac- 
tice, If the poor should be found to avail 
themselves of it to any extent; the advan- 
tages to them and to the country, would 
be incalculable, and the expence attending 
‘it would speedily be covered: if it should 
‘not succeed, the trial can cost but little.— 
The next point which F wish to urge to the 
consideration of the house, is the law of 


PARL. DEBATES, Franvany 19, 1807.—Poor-Laws Bill. 


[89% 
universally admitted, that the code of laws 


which exist upon that’ subject is grievously 


oppressive to the poor, and injurious tg — 
the common wealth. Here again all emi, 
nent writers concur with me in reprobating 
the system of settlement as carried into 
practice, and in wishing that it should be 
much relaxed. Mr. Rose in his pamphlet 
on the poor-laws, justly prides himself on 
having first shaken this obnoxious fabric; 
and the bill passed in the year 1796, com- 
monly known by the name of its learned 
author, Mr. East, gave it another material 
shock, Sir, | am glad to perceive the — 
feelings of the house to go along with me 
so cordially in the opening of this part of 
my plan, it will be the less necessary for 
me to occupy their time in the demonstra~ 
tion of a point which seems so evident. I. 
at the same time anticipate the decision of | 
the house, that the law of settlement could 
not be entirely done away with safety or 
convenience. Sir, an erroneous opinion 
pretty generally prevails, that the law of 
settlement had its origin in the famous 
statute of the 13th and 14th of Charles If, 
which did indeed modify it, and in such a 
manner, as to open the door to more acri+ 
monious disputes than are to be traced to 
any number of laws, however great, upon 
your table : wherein the substance of those 
who have contributed, has been wasted for 
the purpose of harassing and vexing those 
for whose relief it wasintended, But, sir, 
the cystom of settlement had its origin in 
very remote times, and we find very early 
traces of it in the statute law. So early 
as the 12th year of Richard II. cap. 7. the 
place of a man’s birth is declared to be 
the place of his settlement. By the 11th 
of Henry VII.c. 2. the settlementofa manis 
deemed to be where he was best known or 
born ; and by the horrible statute before 
cited, of the Ist of Edw. VI. cap. 3, 4 
man’s settlement is declared to be in the 
place of his birth, or where he has last 
resided for 3 years. At length came the 
act of the 13th and 14th Car. II. cap. 12. | 
which conferred a settlement by a resi- — 
dence of 40 days. But, sir, it at the same | 
time gave the power of removing persons 
likely to, become chargeable, and thereby 
became the inexhaustible source of legal 
vexation. It is curious, and may be in- 
structive to those who would wish to get 
rid of settlements ultogether, to look at the 
state of the country at the time this act 
was passed, which is depicted in the pre- 
amble to the act itself.’ It is there said, 


= 


| 

|. settlement,’ Sir, T-believe it to be now 
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“ That whereas, by reason of some defects 
4 jn the law, poor people are not restrained 


. “ from going from one parish to another, 
irom going P 


“ and therefore do endeavour to settle 
“ themselves in those parishes where is 
** the best stock, the largest commons or 
“ wastes to build cottages, and the most 
“ woods for them to burn and destroy ; 
“ and when they have consumed it, then 
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wanting instances of such removals after 
50 years residence in a parish.—I propose 
therefore, that in addition to the means by 
which a settlement may now be acquired, 
that a residence, as a householder, for 5 
years in any parish without being charge- 
able to that or any other parish, shall con-. 
fer a settlement on any householder. But. - 
I would add, that such right to settlement | 


“ to another parish; and at last become| should be forfeited by the person claiming © 
“ rogues and vagabonds, to the great dis-| it, if he should be proved to have been con- 

“ couragement of parishes to provide|victed of any crime, or to have incurred | 
“ stock where it might be destroyed by|any infamous punishment during the pe- — 
“ strangers :—be it therefore enacted, &c.”| riod. By this restriction, I have in view © 
«Now, sir, this uncontrolled power to the| the preservation of the morals of the | 


labouring poor, of planting themselves in- 
discriminately in any place, is not what I 
should think it wise for the legislature to 
give, as long as you hold fosth the hand of 
the nation to relieve their wants. By the 
ist of James II. cap. 17. the 40 days were 
to be accounted from notice given to the 
overseer; and by the 3d and 4th of Will. 
& Mar. cap. 11, it was further required, 
that the notice should be read in the 


church. This power of gaining a settle- 
_ ment by a residence of 40 days was thus 


rendered quite nugatory, because the de- 
livery of the notice would at all times ope- 
rateas a warning to the overseer, to obtain 
the removal of the pauper, as likely to be- 
come chargeable. The 8th and 9th of 


Will. & Mar. cap. 30, introduced the 


machinery of certificates, which went but 
avery little way towards the cure of the 
evil; and by a statute which passed in the 
35th of the king; which I shall presently 


name, the use of certificates is quite done 


away.—-By the law therefore as it now 
stands, no length of residence will of itself 
gain a settlement. Vexatious removals 
are indeed greatly diminished, by the hu- 
mane provisions of $5 Geo. III. cap. 101. 
whereby it is enacted, that no person shall 
be removed till he shall become actually 
chargeable. But no settlement, by any 
length of residence cau be gained.—lIt fre- 


spenily happens therefore that a man set- 


ed by birth, or who has a derivative set- 
tlement from his parents, or who has ac- 
quired a settlement by apprenticeship, or 
service early in life, is fixed.in a distant 
part of the kingdom, till age renders him 


_ Ancapable of any longer getting his living; 
_ and he is then removed from a parish which 
_ has had all the benefit of his labour in ac- 
_ tive life, and from every neighbourly con- 
, Nection, to linger and die, where he knows 


and is known to no one:;, and there are not 


country, to which I think it would very 

greatly conduce. The period of residence. 
by which I would confer a settlement. cor- 

responds with that introduced by Mr. Pitt 
into his proposed bill, and i think it will 

appear to the house, to be a more reason- 

able limitation of time, than 3 years, as pre- 

scribed by the old customs and statute for 

England and Wales; and by the law of 
Scotland, as has been determined by very 
recent decisions of the court of session.— 

Under the head of settlements, there is 
another case for which it is extremely de-~ 
sirable to provide. The act of 35th Geo. 
III. cap. 101, having taken away the op-. 
pressive power of removing a pauper upon 

the ground of his being likely to become 
chargeable, there is no way of obtaining a 
judicial decision on his settlement, or even 
taking an examination upon it, till he be- 
comes actually chargeable: and itis not 
perhaps till the distress ovcasioned by his 
last illness, or that of his family in conse- 
quence of his death, has produced. an 
application to the parish officers, that 
it is ip their power to put the question, 
however disputable, in a course of trial ; 
when from the length of time the facts have 
become more difficult of proaf, and the 
testimony of the pauper; who is usually the 
best witness of his own settlement, will 
often have been lost.—The remedy I pro- 
pose is, to authorize two justices upon the 
application of the overseer, to enquire into. 
‘and on sufficient evidence to make an order © 
of adjudication of the setthement of any © 
person likely to become chargeable, in the — 
same way that orders of removal are now 

made, leaving out the clause of removal; 

that a duplicateof the orderof adjudication 

should within a month be delivered to the 

overseers of the parish in which the settle- 
ment is adjudged to be; that such parish 

be at liberty to appeal against the arder ta 
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the quarter sessions, upon the usual legal 
notice’; and that the order of sessions upon 
the appeal, or the order of the justices, if 
not appealed from, be conclusive on the 
settlement, as in the'case -of orders of re- 


moval. I propose, if the order is made 
within 20 days of the sessions, to allow an 


#ppeal to the second sessions, that the pa-| 


trish in which the settlement is adjudged to 
be, may have sufficient time to make en- 
quiry into the case, and that the parish ob- 
taining the order should be bound ‘to pro- 
duce the’ pauper who is the subject of the 


‘order. I would also propose that an order, 


not: appealed from, should be recorded ‘at 
the second session by the parish obtaining 
it, on proof of the delivery of a duplicate 
to: the other parish—Sir, it will beper- 
ceived’ that by this proposition I would 
alter nothing of the old law of settlement, 
but merely superadd. the power of obtain- 
ing'a settlement which I have described, to 
those already in existence. That I there- 
fore interfere’ with none of the decisions of 
the courts’ of justice in that long string of 
settlement cases which have come before 
them for their opinion. — By the provision 
fer the previous adjudication of settlement 
Lhope: to: take away the ground of much 
expensive: litigation, under circumstances 
which render proof difficult and sometimes 
impossible.—The principle of the previous 
adjudication of settlement, will be found 
in the Friendly Soeiety act, and I have al- 
most copied: the provisions of the clause 
which: it: contains: relative to this matter, 
adding only a further guard against vex- 
ation.to'the labourer; by ordering that in 
all-cases where he is compellable to appear 
as a witness for the purpose of having his 
settlement adjudged, the expence aceruing 
from his loss‘ of time shall be paid to him. 
From alb these provisions I expect the best 
effects, in the additional freedom it will 
give to the’ person, together with increased 
independence: to the mind of the labourer, 
and'the greater equality which it will create 
between the demand. for labour and its 


sapply—Fhe next matter in order, in 


whicl» would -wish parliament to make 
some alteration, is: the constitution and 
power of vestries. By the act of 43d‘ Eliz, 


caps 2, the cherchwardens and overseers 


are required onee in’ every month after 
diviue service, to meet-in the church, there 
to consider of the course to be taken for 
fulfilling: the purposes of theact. By the 
3d and 4th: Will. & Mar. cap. 11, 's. ff, 


\ 
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« yearly, in Easter weeek ; or a8 often as it 
“ shall ‘be thought convenient, and the 
“ lists of those receiving relief are to be 
“* ealled over, the reasons for relief ex. 
amined, and’ new lists made of such 
“* persons as they shall think fit, and allow 
to receive collection; and: no other 
“ to receive any collection without the 
‘ order of a justice, except in cases’ of 
“ pestilence, orsmall-pox.” The’ yearly 
\meetitig appears to’ me to be much too dise 
itant, and the words as’ often’ as it shall 
be thought’convenient” much too loose, 
the’ parish officer. I believe the custom 
still to: prevail in some parishes, of as- 
sembling once in the month, or at some 
stated periods; but such meetings are not 
now deemed necessary, are not regular! 

summoned, and are frequently conducte 

without regularity or decorum. 
propose, therefore, to restore the month 


and as the interests of the inhabitants are 
so deeply affected by the administration of 
the poor laws; to’ give them a more ef. 
fectual controul over the raising and ex- 


vestries shall meet monthly, and on notice 
at intermediate times; that the church 

watdens and! overseers be required to take 
their opinion, and‘ observe their direction 
upon the assessments to be made, the per= 
sons to be relieved, and the relief to be gi- 


mediate attention. Butto prevent an abuse 
of this power by undue influence, or po- 
pular clamour, it will, f think, be proper 
to do something as to the constitution of 
the vestries, as far as regards the execution 
of the poor-laws. Gentlemen very well 
know, that the meetings of vestries are too. 
frequently disorderly and tumultuous ; and 
that the more respectable part of the in- 
habitants of a parish often withdraw thent- 
selves from all attendance on parochial bu- 
siness, from the disgust they experience at 
such assemblies. At present every person 
rated tothe poor’s rate, in the smallest 
fsam, has an equal voice in the vestry with 
the proprietor who’ pays the highest 


considerable renters sometimes have it it 
their power to dispose of the parish money” 
agaitist the opinion of the more substantial , 
and better informed inhabitants. In ordef 
therefore to: give to those who contribute: 
most to the fund, a due weight in the'ap- 

plication of the money, f would’ propose; 


and to leave too much in the discretion of | 


T shalt | 


meeting, directed byt he 43d of Elizabeth; | 


penditure of their money. F propose, that — 


ven, in all cases which do not require im- © 


portion’ to the rate; anda few very in- . 


| 
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ds it that a person assessed ina certain sum, 

the should have .two votes, and in a certain | to exhort those who should sefuse to give © 
be other larger sum, three votes, and thejalms. By the Sth of. Eliz. cap, 3, the © 
€Xs fargest four, The act passed in the present} bishop was directed to bind over such as — 
uch _ feign, 22d Geo, LI. c. 3. commonly:called| should refuse to give alms, and they — 
low Mr, Gilbert’s act, directs, that in parishes} were to be imprisoned. By the 14th of — 
her adopting the provisions of that statute, no} Eliz. cap. 5, justices were directed to 
the ns shall be entitled to vote in vestry,| assess in every place. By the 39th of 
of who are not assessed to the relief of the|the sanie queen, cap. 3, overseers were: 
tly | poor, in the annual amount of 5/. I would | appointed for the management of the rate; 
is pot wish to see that regulation generally }and at length by the celebrated statute, 
all adopted.“ think that all who contribute |so often mentioned, the rate was directed 
se, | ought to have their proportionate controul | to be assessed after the manner which con- 
of over the distribution of the money, In| tinues in force to this ‘day., The only 
mm order to ‘ensure decency and order in the | statutes, I believe, which have been passed. - 
is meetings themselves, I would propose, | since that period on the subject.of the rate, 
le thatthe officiating clergyman-of the parish | are the 17th of Geo cape 3, which di- 
ot should in all cases, when present, preside: | rects, that notice. shall be given of the al- 


iu his absence, the senior churchwarden; 
then the. junior churchwarden; after that 
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ward VI, cap, 2,the bishop was directed 


‘lowance’ of a. rate, without which ne- 
tice, it shall not be valid; andalso gives: ~ 


| the overseers succession.; and failing} power to the -inhabitants, to inspect the 
y | the: attendance - of have named, tle} rate; the 17th of Geo. II. cap. 88, which - 
petson present paying the highest sum to| directs overseers to deliver over the books . 
€ ve rate; and in all-cases of equality of/to their successors, and gives power of 

f | opinion, thut the chairman should have | appeal against the rate,to parties aggrieved ~ 
- | the casting yote. By such: provisions as | by it; and the 41st of the king, cap. 23, © 
; } T have described, and which will of course | which makes some further provisions about. 
a be more accurately and amply set forthin|appeals. But the rate itself isoroughtto — 


_ Of it has been, it‘is not practicable to re- 


the. bill, I should hope to:secure a more 
perfect contryul over the expenditure of the 
money; more-care in the method of raising 
it; and to convert an ineffectual, noisy, and 
tumultuous meeting, into a decent, effectual, 
and orderly scene of business, to the great 
comfort of the poor, and the great saving 
of the parties assessed.—Sir,; the next 
matter which I would submit to the con- 
sideration'of the house, is one-of the very 
first isoportance, I mean that of the rate 
itself, out of whieh the relief is given. Sir, 
think have sbewn inthe earlier part 
of my speech, that enormous as is the pre- 
sent amount of the rate raised for the re- 
lief of the poor, and rapid as the in¢rease 


strain it within any precise boundary. 
‘The reduction to be ‘hoped for, must de- 


be raised at this:day, according to the in= 
tentions ahd enactments.of the 43d Eliz. 


cap. 2: Tsay, eughtto be; because the 
tention of that statute has evidently ~ 


been departed from in practice, whereby 
a very -gross inequality has been created 
in the distribution of burthen necessarily 
imposed for the relief of. the-poor. Sir, 
the words directing the levy of the rate are 
as explicit as to the personson whom the 
levy is to be made, as can well be devised. 
They are the following; “ to raise weekly, 


‘© or otherwise, by taxation of every inha- — 


“ bitant, parson, vicar, or-other, and of 
“ every occupier of lands, houses, tithes 
impropriate, propriations of tithes, coal- 
‘* mines, or saleable underwoods in such | 


parish,” &c.. By these words I think 


it was clearly designed that.every person — 


hawing personal property ina parish should _ 


‘pend upon the success of the measures 
be assessed in regard of that personal pro- ~ 


_ ‘peor, such as I have already proposed, and’ 
“to which I‘have ‘still some to add. "Sir, 


collectors. 


‘were forbid to give, except to those 


‘which may be enacted for reforming the 
‘habits, and improving the resources of the 


the law‘for a compulsory rate grew out of; 
very ancient statutes, which recommended 
‘the giving of alms. By the 27thof Henry 
VIII. cap. 28, collectors were appointed 
‘to receive ‘the ‘alms given; and persons 


By the 5th ‘aud Gth of 


‘quashed for inform 


Vou. VIII, 


peérty; and indeed that such is the true 
interpretation of the law, may be collected 
from the repeated decisions of the court of 
King’s Bench. The rating of personal 
property had long fallen into disuse, but 
the law was not altered, and upon a case 


which came before the court on an appeal, 


although the rate appealed against was 
ality, Mr. Justice Aston 


ors’ it be the law that-personal pro- 
3 


| 
| | 

| | 
| | 
| | 
| 


perty: israteable, it must be -rated’al- 
** though it was never rated before.” Lord 
Kenyon in another casesaid, ‘¢ There is no 
doubt that personal property is rateable.” 


A: In another case, of the King against White, 


it was decided, that “ ships are ratéable pro- 
_ “ perty like stock in trade, and confirmed a 
_ © rate made upon White in respect of such 
“ ships, to the amount of 13,500/.” But, 
sir, the practice of rating personal property 
has been so little resorted to, that the land 
has borne'almost the whole of the burthen, 
and very unjustly. For certainly nothing 
canbe more unjust, than that a person 
carrying on a ‘lucrative concern within a pa- 
rish should contribute only in proportion of 
the value of the land he holds, and nothing in 
respect of his productive capital ; whifst his 
neighbour must pay in the same proportion. 
for his occupation, although his resource 
for income should bé in the land alone. | 
am perfectly aware. that by the enforcing 
of this provision of the statute of Elizabeth 
there will be some difficulties to encounter ; 
and I would by no means vest in any hands 
_ the sort of inquisitorial power necessary to 
ascertain the income’ of persons as is done 
_ for the purpose of levying those large taxes 
which perhaps must be raised during a 
war, But ‘all productive capital must, in 
its Operation, be to a certain ‘degree 
visible. »Such estimate must be made of 
it as can be‘best collected from circumstan- 
cess and the power of appeal affords the 
remedy to ‘the party assessed. I would 
propose then to declare that, with the ex- 
ception of farming stock, all Jocal and pro- 
ductive personal property israteable, Few 
persons, perhaps, will be more touched by 
such a declaration of the law than myself, 
in more than one instance; but, sir, in 
this house’ in order todo their duty, men 
must divest themselves of all personal and 
selfish considerations ; and although I do 
not pretend ‘to greater disinterestedness 
than other men, and should, perhaps, be as 


the poor. Sir, there is another grievance 
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under the head of rating, which ought long 
since to ‘have been redressed. As the law 
now stands, every occcupier is rateable to 
the poor-rate ; and, till.a late statute, upoy 
proof on any. appeal against the rate, of 
the omission of the smallest tenement, the - 
court was bound to quash the rate. The 
act alluded to allows the rate. to 
amended, but the property still remaing 


liable to be rated; and the cottage of an 


industrious labourer or workman, strugglin 


to support himself and his family, is still | 


often assessed and compelled to pay, 
what to him isa considerable sum, ta be | 
bestowed on less deserving objects. In | 
some parishes itis the practice to leaye 
out all persons below a certain yearly 
value ; in others they exempt by name such 
as they think too poor to pay. | would propose 
to you, sir, to legalize the exemption, by.au. 
thorizing the vestry to order.such occupiers _ 
of cottages as they shall think too poor to pay, . 
to be left out of the rate; to declare that suc 
omission shall not be a ground of ap 
against the rate; and also to give power to 
the justices upon application to strike out 
of the rate the name of any person who shall 
occupy acottage not exceeding five pounds 
in yearly value, and that such exemption 
shall not iv any: ¢ase be considered as pay. 
rochial relief. ‘To prevent abuse also, in 
cities and boroughs, | would provide that 
no person should ever be exempted, except 
upon his own application expressed in wriq 
ting. By such enactments, sir, I entertain 
great hopes that we shall impose upon the 
rich such a proper share of the. burthen, | 
as they cannot severely feel, and will most | 
cheertully bear; and take from the poy | 
a load, which, however inadequate to ge- | 
neral assistance, is to him, grieyous and | 
oppressive.—Sir, I must detain you still 
longer on the subject of the parochial rate; 
and I mean to suggest some remedy to 
the extreme inequality of burthen now 
subsisting between one parish and another, 
In. doing this, we should only restore the 
spirit of the 43d of Elizabeth. Sir, by 
that statute, although the assessments’ for 
the expences of the poor are to be raised 
in every parish ; yet a discretion is given 
to'two justices, if they shall find the ine 
habitants of any parish not able to pay 
sufficient sums within themselves, to tax 
“ any other of other parishes within the _. 
“ hundred,” And if the hundred shall not 


|be' thought fit and able to relieve the 


several parishes unable to provide. for 
theniselves; the justices in their genergl 


| 
| 
a eager as others to relieve myself from any 
unusual payment, when called upon in my 
individual capacity, ] have now objects of 
far greater magnitude im ny view, aud wish 
at my own expence, ds wellas at that of 
others, to procure a more equal and gene~ 
ral distribution of inevitable burthens, in 
order that ‘they may sit lightly on all. 
The ‘great’ bulk of personal property will 
still’ be out of the reach of légal taxation ; 
the opulent’ are seldom’ found defi- 
| cient inhumane attention to the wants of 
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“quarter sessions “are required “ to rate 


“and assess any other within the county.” 
The inability here .spoken of .could not 
mean: that the whole parish, in the first 
place, or hundred in: the second, should be 
reduced to poverty before the rest of the 
county should be resorted to; the inten- 


tion must have been to guard against 


or oppressive inequality in the charges; 
but the terms of the act are so vague, 
and the means of judging of the compa- 


‘tative inability so defective, that notwith- 


standing some parishes have been subject- 


_ed to rates equal to their whole rental, the 
power of taxing others in aid, has very 


seldom been exercised.. Why, sir, ‘there 
are: many gentlemen who hear me (and I 
rticularly call upon one of the hon. mem- 


bers for the borough {Mr. Henry Thornton} 


who, during the great scarcity experienced 
afew years ago, was most humanely active, 
to attest the truth of my assertion) who 
know that within the precincts of this 
metropolis, and immediately adjoining, 
there are parishes at this moment labour- 


_ing under the most grievous affliction be» 


cause. they cannot raise the money ne- 
cessary for the relief of the indigent, Sir, 
Imean to allude more particularly to 
the parish of Spitalfields. A description 
of the sufferings of that parish has lately 
been given to the public by a deserving 
entleman of the name of Hale, who has 
ofticiated in the parish to the advan- 
tage of the inhabitants and his own credit. 
That district is unfortunately inhabited 
by none but the poorest classes of the 
people ; manufacturers who resort there 
for the cheapness of lodging, and who, in 
the event of sickness, or stoppage of trade, 
or any other casualty, are instantly obliged 
to have recourse to the parochial fund. 
That fund is to be raised from persons of 


_ their own condition, so that the relief which 
_ is to prevent the starvation of one family, 


is, of necessity, wrung from another, to 


‘whom the loss of the pittance paid pro- 
- duces a state almost approaching to fa- 


mine. The opulent employers of these 


-| manufacturers, all live in other parishes. 


Is jt not fit, sir, that some remedy should 
be applied to this evil, and evils like this ? 
If what [ shall propose to you shall not be 
enacted, or, if enacted, shall not reach the 
case, some special parliamentary provision 


must be made for it,—Sir, that the inten- 


Yon.and letter of the statute of the 43d of 


_ Elize are what I have represented them to 


he, Jican prove in, this case also, by deci- 


|should be ‘national algo. 
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sions of the court of king’s bench. In 
the case of “ the king against Boroughfen,” 
‘a taxation had been made of several 
persons in a parish, in aid of another pa- 
rish. . It was objected, that it should have - 
been of all the persons in a parish. The 
‘court thought it unreasonable that several 
persons in a parish should be charged, and 
not all. But the words of the statute are 
very strong, and did not quash the order 
for that objection.” In. the cases of the 
‘¢ king against the tithing of Milland,” 
the “ king and Knightly,” and. the “ king 
** and the parish of St. Peter and Paul, in 
Marlbro’;” in similar assessments, the 
orders were all affirmed by the court. Now, 
sir, I hope to have devised @ means of re- 
medying this inequality generally, and by 
the same expedient, to produce a compe- 
tition in economy amongst all the parishes 
ofa county. I should therefore propose | 
to empower the court of quarter sessions, 
at the second session which may take place 
after the passing of the act, and at the ex- 
piration of the seventh and every suc- 
ceeding seventh year from that period, to 
require from the overseers of the poor: 
within their respective jurisdiction, returns 
of the rental and other profits upon which - 
the poor-rate is charged:; and the charge 
per pound. In the first place, sir, I-appre- 
hend that the publicity of the proceedings 
of every parish, would create-a desire; that 
those proceedings should be such as to bear 
the light.. The comparative state of the 
rate in each parish would, at one view, be 
before all. the land-owners: and those 
whose property was most burthened, would 
naturally enquire into -the circumstances 
and management of those whose rates 
were the lowest, and from the example of 
others, might correct the improvidence of 
their’ own parishioners. Sir, it is by no 
means my intention to propose, that each 
parish and district throughout the kingdom, 
should not, as.at present, maintain its own 
poor out of its own rate. » I know that it 
has been a favourite project with some, to 
make the divisions of the kingdom larger, 
for the purpose of assessment and relief ; 
and some bave even gone’so far, as to de-~ 
clare an opinion, that as the object is na- 
tional, the fund and the ‘management of it 
I. confess 
that in speculation, [-sheuld be wholly 
against such a. change:. and -experience 
amply proves to me that such a chenge 
would be unwise. The gentleman who so 


accurately and laborigusly arranged the 
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returns made in the year 1803, Mir. Poole 
of Somersetshire, and whose information 
on the subject of the poor-laws is exten- 
sive, and his willingness to communicate 
it, most praiseworthy, has furnished .me 
with data, which 1 will shortly state. Iv 
districts so small, as that the whole of the 
poor’s rate collected in one year, does not 
exceed 100/, the average of the rate is 
3s. 4d. from.100:to 200, 48. 7d. ; from 
200 to 300, 5s. 1d.; arid so on in regular 
progression till you come to districts, where 


from 2. to $ thousand pounds are-collected, | be 


and then the average of the rate collected, 
‘amounts to 8s. Qd. in the pound, Sir, the 
reason. of this is- manifest, that in the 
smaller districts the concerns of the whole 
are much, more under the eye and manage- 
ment of each contributor, than they can be 
when more extensive; and this I think 
furnishes an irrefragable argument against 
the alteration or extension of. the esta- 
blished boundaries of the kingdom, as well 
as against a general national, or even 
county fund, for the relief of the poor.— 
But,.sir, an object of great importance may 
be obtained, by the plan I have suggested 
of the periodical returns of assessable pro- 
perty within a county, I mean the general 
equalization of the county rate throughout 
England and Wales. Sir, it is universally 
known, with what inequality that rate falls 
upon the public ; the proportions in which 
it is at this day colleeted, are those which 
were established in the time of king Wil- 
liam, and whatever alterations may have 
taken place in the value of land, there is 
no power any where to correct the great 
injustice arising out of the ehange of cir- 
cumstances on the one hand, and the ad- 
herence to ancient rules on the other. 
has been so strongly felt in .some 
counties, that application bas been made 
to parliament: for redress. Some of these 
applications have been successful; and in 
the counties of Middlesex and Leicester, 
the county rafes are equalized by special; 
acts of parliament, With the provisions 
of those acts I would not interfere ; but I 
would proposey-that the county rate’ 
throughout the-kifigdom should be equa-! 
lized, by directiiig what it should be charged 
on every parish, in proportion to the asses- 
sed property:stated by the overseers, ac- 
cording to.the returns proposed'to, be made 
by them at the expiration of every 7th 
year.. Having put this fund derived from 
the county rate, on an improved-and more 
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to relieve such parishes within tle county, ag 
shall be most burthened with the poor. 
rate. Not to establish an equality through. 
oltt the county ; for that would destroy the 
motives to economy : but that any parish, 
whose charges upon an average of 3 years,. 
shall have Leen more than double the ave. 
rage of tlie parish rates throughout the 
county, shall have liberty to apply to the 
court of quarter session, and*that apén 
proof that- the expenditure bas been née. 
cessary’ aud unavoidable, the justices shall 
empowered to grant out of the county 
stock, suvh relief as they shall think reas 
sonable; so as not to’ reduce the eharg 
from the parish applying, to less than doub 
the average of the rate raised for the re. 
lief of the poor, in the different paristies 
throughout the county. By this provision 
it seems to me, that an easy method would 
be found for relieving extreme pressure, 
and at the saine time, ‘that the burtlen 
left upon the parish making the application 
would be so heavy, as to afford an undimi- 
nished stimulus to economy and gdod 
management.—f am well aware tliat oppo- 
sition to the equalization of county rates, 
may arise from interested motives in va 
rious quarters ; but J think the general feel- 
ing must be, that the levying thein in the pre- 
sent mode is improper, and that that feeling 
is founded in justice, and that the good 
sense of parliament will prevail -over alt 
selfish considerations, which may operate 
to impede the progress of the great. work 
the house of commons will, on thw day, 
take in hand.—Sir, I believe I have stated 
to you all that I have-to propose, with fe. 
gardto the rate, and J am now naturally 
led to mention the power | would wish to 
be given to magistrates, to apply a partof 
the ‘county rate towards the exaltation of | 
the character of the labourer. No one, 
sir, is so little conversant with the nature 
of man, as’not to know that the passions 
of the human mind may be influenced to 
the greatest possible advantage.—That 
hope; however remote, will console him, ’ 
from whom it is not entirely cut off ; and 
cheer the gloom. of the most difficult an@ 
laborious existence ; and that the love-of 
distinction is so deeply implanted in the 
hunian breast, that it may be used to excite 
hith to the performance of the most severe 
‘and meritorious duty, as well as. tempt him 
‘to acts of ‘the most atrocious and dewdly 
cruelty.Sir, these passions are as much 
ative in the heart of the labourer, asin 


equitable footing ; I would:propose out-of it 


es the-man of the most eminent ranks 


| | 
| 
i | 
| 
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J would therefore encourage him to hope. 
for reward from extraordinary patience aud 
virtue, atid F would awaken his laudable 
atibition to be distinguished above his as- 
séciates. In Mr. Pitt’s bill he introduced 
provisions, allowing the cluim of the la- 
potter to parochial relief, under certain 
elteametances of heavy pressure, arising 
ffoh the largeness of family. Sir, J to- 
tilly dbject to the principle of any such 
claim, which he had extended to a degree 
which it‘would bave been impossible to 

pave provided fuhds to’ satisfy. Mr. 
{’ Malthus, who is certainly no friend to the 
clita of right, on the part of the poor, has 

the’ leigth of saying, that if a man 

shall have G@ or more children, he ought to 
be etititl¢d to some aid’ towards their sup- 
| port.’ f would not give any such right, nor 
¢| allow of general relief, on those grounds ; 
: but ’P would propose to parliament, to im- 
| power the justices in quarter sessions, to 
‘bestow a reward upon the labouring man, 
wlio ‘shell upon the earnings of his labour, 
“Have brought up 6 or more children to a 
' certain age without parochial relief. It is: 
tint the claimants for such prizes 
would not be very numerous, but the merit 
of such claimants must inevitably be very 
t, and ought to be at least within the 
possibility of being rewarded. I would 
algo limit the reward to be given to the 
most deserving, fo a sum so moderate, 
that it could not be any where felt as a 
Hutthen, and I would give a power to tle 
magistrates to add some token of distine- 
tion, in cases of pre-eminent merit, to the 
pecuniary reward that a man might be 
known to have obtained the approbation 
of the court. This might be done by the 
ft of @ coat or a het; or if that was not 

med advisable, a parchment certificate, 

with the county seal affixed to it, might be 
given to the labourer to be hung up in his 
ottage, as a gratification to himself during 
his life, and an incentive to his children 
after his decease. The expense attending 
the execution of this part of my plan I 
would throw upon the county rate. The 
discretiow of exercising the power en- 


the Magistrates, and if the claimants in- 
oréase in number, the advantage would: be 


severe seasons which have teken place, and 
th ahmost’ universal necessity they heave 
occasioned for parochial relief, your law 
would be in thiv-respect nugatory, for that 


trusted to them, would rest entirely with} 
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you could not expect any claimants at all. 
‘Fo that P-would reply, first, that if you had 
no claimants, no expence could be in-— 
cutred, and therefore your enactment could 
do no harm; and secondly; that expe- 
rience justifies me in asserting, that clai- 
mants would appear. Sir, we all know 
that agricultural societies have beén esta- 
blished in many parts of the Kingdom 
with the most beneficial effects ; and‘ that 
athongst other of their praiseworthy ob- 
jects, has been that of rewarding’ merite- 
rious labourers. Premiums have been ge 
nérally offéred by those societies, for such 
men as shall have brought up the largest 
farmlies upon the wages of labour, without 
parochial relief. Such a society was in- 
stituted in the county in which I live, 
under the peculiar direction and patronage 
of that gréat patron of all that was wis 
patriotic, benevolent, and good, the late 
duke of Bedford ; it is still patronized and 
effectually supported by his worthy suc- 
‘cessor, ‘The Bedfordshire Agricultural 
Society was formed immediately after the 
pressure of the scarce years, and I confess 
ithat at the time I assented to the proposi- 
tion for premiums of the'sort I have de- 
iscribed, I did not entertain any expectation 
that they would ever be adjudged. How 
astonished and delighted then must I have 
been, as I truly was, to find swarms of can- 
didates for the inspection of their certifi- 
cates! those certificates having been re- . 
quired in a way to preclude the possibility 
of fraud. What heartfelt joy was expe- 
jrienced by the great and ever-to-be-la- 
personage, who at our first 
distributed the rewards to the successi 
icandidates, and by all who assisted at this 
‘useful institution, When I saw the honest 
iglow of self-gratification beaming on the 
rugged countenance of industrious labour 
pat the sight of the unexpected boon; the 
tear of joy trickling down that furrowed 
cheek which had been often moistened with 
the tear of anguish and disappointment; I 
‘could not help exclaiming to the farmers 
}assembled round me, “ Do you see this 
sight? Could you have believed the exis. 
tence of these men,, if they had not beey 
produced before your eyes? Let it be a | 
lesson tous. The idle, the profligate, and 


@xtraordinarily great; But, sir, anti-|the clamourous, are ‘constantly obtruding 
dipate an objection. That considering themselves upon our notice. They dee 


fraud, irritate, and fatigue us, and we.are 
apt'to judge and condemn all their brethren — 
in consequence of theif misconduct, Virtue _ 
iS patient, silent, and unobserved; it be- 


t 
{ 
| 
i 
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and be perpetual, .if only for the purpose 


| building upon. Sir, I would propose to 
_ revive and give effect to the power for- 
_ merly given to the churchwardens and 
_ overseers, of building cottages; to which I 
_ would add the power of buying land to a 

' certain extent, not exceeding perhaps in 
_ the whole five acres. By the limitations 


3 and children of both sexes and of all ages 


_ from experience of its beneficial operation 


. + inestimable value.—Sir, I would next ad- 
» | Vert toa circumstance very materially con- 
_ cerning the health ana comfort of the poor, 
_ and which certainly requires the inter- 
_ ference of the legislature; I mean the 
building of cottages. 


build cottages for the habitation of the im- 


_ Tish could take advantage, and there being 


of habitations is the only preventive check 
to that morbid increase of population 


even in villages, two, and sometimes more 


hoves us:to bring her into notice; and re-| 
ward her. May this society then flourish 


of rewarding meritorious industry, and 
creating in the labourers an emulation to 
do well; in their employers a determina- 
tion to do their duty by them, and an im- 
proved opinion of human nature!” Sir, 
that which I then contributed to make 
Jocal, I now wish to make national, and 


on a small scale, I propose it to your adop- 
tion on a general one, and I repeat the re- 
mark I have made, that if it fails, it can 
cost nothing ; if it succeeds, it must be of 


Sir, you well know, 
that by the 5th section of the 43d of 
Eliz, c.2, the churchwardens and over 
seers of the poor are empowered to 


potent poor, upon the wastes, with the con- 
sent of the lord of the manor. But the 
execution of this power has fallen almost 
totally into disuse, and indeed, from the al- 
tered circumstances of the country, has in 
most cases become totally impracticable, 
the division of property under acts of in- 
closure having become so general, and de- 
cisive, as to leave no spot of which the pa- 


no power to buy land for the purpose of 


and restrictions I shall impose upon it, I 
am not afraid of incurring the opposition 
of those who have stated that the scarcity 


which they assert it to be the direct ten- 
dency of the poor-laws to produce. . Ne- 
cessity overturns theory, and is paramount 
to controul, and the want of habitations for 
the poor is in many places so great that 


than two, families are crowded into a cot- 
tage barely sufficient for one. Parents 


are-obliged to sleep in one room, to the 


injury of their health and in violation of 
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all. deceney. This bas arisén;partly from: 
the increased expence of building and, re« 
pairs, and much from the increased popu* 
lation. I would propose to give to the pax . 
rishes a power to lay out in building, sums 
not exceeding a limited amount, propors. 
tioned to their rates.’ The immediate 
distress for habitations might thus in.some 
degree be lessened, and the comfort, the 
health, and the morals of the poor so far. 
promoted. But, sir, I should wish par-. 
liament to direct, that‘all cottages built. 
under this power, sHfould be let at fair and: 
full rents, and.even that the overseers, in: 
letting the cottages, shall obtain for the pas 
rishes to which they belong, the. benefit of 
the competition arising from the scarcity. 
of dwellings, for as the bulk of the habita- 
tions of the poor must be the property of 
individuals, who justly expect a reasenable 
profit for this part of their capital, it would 
be unfair towards them, and ultimately in- 
jurious to the poor, to let the houses built 
by the parish, at less than the private pro 
prietor can afford to take for his. The 
rents of cottages are so low as to discou- 
rage any interested man from building new 
ones or even from repairing those already 
built. The scarcity however must in this 
as in all other instances occasion an ad- 
vance in the price; and till that-happens, 
the distress for bouses must continue. 
This furnishes a countervailing argument 
to the minds of those who might appre- 
hend that from such an enactment we. 
should take away the preventive check on 
marriage which Mr. Malthus has stated to 
be found in that scarcity of habitations: 
but Mr. Malthus never intended to push 
his principles to extremes ; and I trust his 
admirers will not fall into that error.—The 


}observations I have made on the rents of 
cottages are not intended to restrain pa- 


rishes from allowing families to occupy 
any of the parish houses rent-free, in cases 
where relief shall be needed, and that may 
be thought the best way of giving it; but 
where this isdone, the parish should have a 
power under the authority of the magis- 
trates of displacing those. who shall not 
longer be in need, or worthy of this be- 
nefit: and it will be useful to give a sum- 
mary power of ejecting for sufficient cause 
the occupiers of all parish cottages. —Any 
gentleman who has acted as.a magistrate in 
the country must know the difficulties 
which occur in getting rid of an idle.and 
profligate tenant of a parish cottage; 
whilst those, ten times more deserving of 
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assistance and comfort, are without shelter, 
and the parish is unable to afford it to 

| them.—-The next and last subject on which 
| J must detain the house is one of primary 
| importance and comprebends a variety of 
details. Sir, I mean the mode of admi- 
nistering relief to the poor, the quantum; 
of relief to be given, the distinction to be 

| taken between the different applicants for 

‘ relief, and the method of employment for 
“those who are healthy and capable of 
work. - I must set out by declaring what I 
believe Ihave mentioned in a former part 
of my speech, that I deem-it of most essen- 

- tial importance to maintain the character 
of independent industry, above dependent 
verty; and that I think it a matter of 
injustice to the labourer, who is struggling 
by his.own efforts to maintain himself and 
anumerous family without parochial re- 
~lief, to place the man who does not make 

guch efforts in amore desirable or more 
favourable situation as to food, lodging, or 
yaiment, To age, infancy, and sickness, I 
would hold out the hand of support, pro- 
tection, and care, widely extended, filled 
with all the blessings the most copious cha- 

| pity could afford,--Sir, the impotent poor 
_ gre to be considered under the two heads 
| of the unfortunate and criminal, for the 


| purpose of discrimination, of doing justice 
to misfortune, and of punishing profligacy. 
And first to dispose of the criminal class, 
In-the. 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries, 
many acts were passed for the punishment 
of idleness in labourers and workmen, some 
pf which I have already quoted, and they 


are full of horrible severity. But the only 
existing law for the punishment of idleness, 
unattended with other crime, is the 17th 
Geo. II. c..5, by which “ all persons who 
. pot having wherewith to maintain them- 
selves, live idle, without employment, and 
refuse to work for the usual and common 
wages given to other labourers in the like 
work,” are declared to be idle and disor- 
derly persons ; and are subjected, upon 
conviction, to imprisonment, not exceeding 
one month. But as long as a man can 
Maintain himself and his family without 
@pplying to the parish, he isnot, in practice 
or.in law, liable to any penalty, and may 
spend as. much of his time as he pleases in 
idleness without any legal. punishment. 
Desirable as it is to prevent rather than to 
punish, it does not seem to be practicable 
to. frame any power of restraint, without 
breaking in upon that freedom of action 


Which ig. the right of eyery man in his own 


(916 


concerns. But where a pauper applies to 
the parish: for relief, there is fair ground 
to enquire whether he has abused this right ; 
and if it appears that he has by profligate | 
waste and extravagance become a burthen 
upon others, he ought to receive the pus 
nishment he has merited. I would propose 
therefore, that upon compldint made by 
the overseers by direction of the vestry to 
the justices of the district at the overseet 
sessions, or at any special sessions, thet 
any person who shall by himself or family . 
have applied for and received relief of the 
parish, has reduced himself to want by 
idleness or extravagance, the justices shall ~ 
enquire into the case, and if, upon sufficient 
evidence after hearing the pauper, they — 
shall find the charge to be true, they sh 
commit him to the house of correction for 
a time to be limited; there to be em+ 
ployed in such labour as ke shall be ¢a- 
pable of, and after his release, Hie shall, so - 
long as’ he shall be a burthen to the pa- 
tish, be distinguished by a badge denoting 
bis crime with the name of the parish, in 
large letters on his outer garment, and 
that his allowance shall be no more than 
will providg him bread. I would empower 
the justices, however, upon proof of or- 
derly behaviour for a ‘given time, either to 
dispense with the criminal badge, orto put — 
the offender on the same allowance as the © 
unfortunate poor, or to do’ both. suf 
ficient power of appeal will of course be 
given.—Sir, with regard to the great class 
of unfortunate poor, excepting again, and 
always, the cases of age, infancy, and sick- 
ness, which are sacred; parochial relief 
should be confined to necessaries, whether 
in or out of the poor-house.—Sir, it ishere 
fit | should state to -the house that [am 
an enemy to the workhouse system. That 
I believe where-it has been acted upon, it 
has almost universally ‘increased the -bur-. 
then of the poor’s rate; and instead of 
adding to the comfort of the poor, or tc the 
improvement of their morals, it hasfur. _ . 
nished seminaries of idleness and ‘ice, 
At the same time, itis not my intentim to 
propose to you to abolish workhouse al- 
together.——Sir, it is known that worklouses 
were first introduced in London by th: 13th 
and 14th Ch. II. and they were authrized 
as a general measure by the 9th of Go. I, 
by which act, * for the greater easeof pa- 
rishes in the relief of the poor,” clurch- 
wardens and overseers, with the conent of — 
vestries, are empowered to pufchse or 
hire “houses for the ‘maintenante ad em. 
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atthe rate of 17s. each. That 


~ Spead in his family ; and we shall find, that 


ployment of all or any.of the poor desiring 
relief ; there to cinninen employ, 
and take the benefit of the work. of such 
or, aud none were to be entitled to re- 
poe who should refuse to be .maintained 
and logded in the workhouse.—As the law 
long stood then, all relief was forbidden in 
those parishes where workhouses were es- 
tablished, to those who should refuse to be 
lodged and maintained therein: and it is 
only fora limited time and under particular 
circumstances, that relief can now be given 
out of the workhouse, It will be well to 
enquire whether this measure has answered 
one of its.objects, “ the greater ease of pa- 
wishes ;” the answer is decidedly im the ne- 
tive.—Sir, by the returns of the year 
1803, itis proved, that the number of 
maintained in. workhouses, and 
pene industry in that year, was $3,408, 
andthe expence of their maintenance, 
or 3s. Gd. each. That 
their earnings accounted for to.the parish, 


tion would. make adequate to their 
port: 9 strong argument.for.not interfering 
in their concerns, wherever it -can: be 
avoided. The burthen, therefore, to. the 
parishes | has been increased, instead .of | 
being diminished, by. the establishment of 
workhouses,rr-As the poor themselves, 
the effect bas been: to:break-every tie, to 
force them iremitheir relations and friends; 
to deprive the aged their-best cousolas 
tion, and by exposing the young to:the day 
fluence of the. worst examples, to form nuty 
series of depravity. Sir, there aré doubte 
less many and happy lexceptions. Jai 
speaking. generally. . Workhouses may 
some instances have tended te ease pay 
rishes, by terrifying the most meritorious 
from applying for relief, and. it is too true. 
that they have been established. in-some 
parishes for that iniquitgus purpose. Fory 
tunately the humanity of the nation has ges 
nerally taken a contrary direction, and bag 
prevented the evils of workhouses from 
being so greatas they otherwise might have 
been ; by overlooking the law which ‘prow 
bibits felief out of the house: and 
rigour of that law has been in some ¢ 
mitigated by 36 Geo. TH, c. 23, allowing 
occasional relief; but the restraint ough, 
in my ,opinion, to be. entirely takeg 
aways I would propose ‘then to’ repeal 
so: much of the act of Geo, I. as imposes — 
that restraint. But as parish will 
be necessary. -for orphan children, for 
sick, aged, and infirm poor, who have fq 
relations or connections to whose car 
they can be intrusted ; and such hotsed 
may, in some cases, be necessary for 
the temporary lodging of thuse who havé 
no home, I would propose that the pravis 
sions of 9:Geo. I. for purchasing and hiring 
such houses, should be continued; and to fa. _ 
cilitate their execution, that parishes should 
be authorised to borrow, on the security 
of their rates, limited sums, to purchase, 
build or repair such houses, Tha T should | 
wish to see enacted some regulations for 
their interval management. propost 
that theparish shall meet in vestry on somite 
fixed day, inevery month, and that all appil- 


_ fhe number of poor permanently relieved 
-at.their own habitations upon the most ac- 
euratecalculatiop were 651,347, at 
_ pence of rather Jess than 4/. 6g. Ad. each. 
| I do not trouble the house with the 
¥ery minute detail of figures, by which this 
isputable fact is ascertained ; they are 
efore you, and.my statements will be found 
correct. “ The inference is obvious, that as 
far a: expence goes, the workhouse system 
has quite failed of its purpose. But let us 
compare the expence upon each individual 
ina workhouse, with the sum which a la- 
ouring man, living upon the wages of his 
, can afford to spend upon each 


upoa a high average of wages, he: could by 
no means ailord to lay out-upoa each, any 
thing Like the sum spent upon each head 
Ing workhouse. This disparity ought not 
to ¢xist,.and we must endeavour to remove 
it. J believe it ;will be found in work- 
‘in.general, not only that a much 
propoxtion of food’ is consumed or 
wased for each indiyidual contained jv 
them than the labouring man can bestow 
npot himself and his family, but that, the|:cations for relief, and all cases requiring it 
gousimption.of bread and meat is greater | shall be then considered, conformably with 
thantheir numerical share of the consump-|the spirit of 3 and 4 Will. & ‘Mar. c. 11, 

tion the:country, taking rich and :poer. |.that.such of those entitled to assistance, 

The act.is,,that the frugel-poor:make their||shall have settled ‘habitations; and shi 
znony,go so. much further then any-other||be.in asituation ‘to take care of themselves, 
angement can do-fer them, that ithey|lor to be taken care of ‘by their bre 

1d. neans to live decently snd savesume-}or by any relation or friend, a suitable’ 
of .an-income, which :no cdl lowance shall ‘be made at-their resilience, 


| 
| 

| 

i | 

a 


stay 


ae, 


eer, without the consent ofa vestry, or 


of sickness, or other great emergency, that 


should .not, as under work- 
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[hat the overseers be impowered to place 
sick, or infirm persons, baving noconnec- 
4ions, voder proper care, and to agree for 
their maintenance. I would also propose 
to limit the rates of allowance, except in 
eases of sickness, and that no relief, ex- 
eept in urgent cases, be given by the over- 


the order of a justice. I would further re- 
medyone very great grievance, which pre- 
vails.as much to the disadvantage of parishes, 
as to the oppression.of the objects relieved. 
I mean the custom of depriving a man of 
exery worldly possession before relief is ad- 
ministered. “Sir, | would.propose, in case 


ithe possession of furniture, tools and live 
stock, to the value of 30/. and a cottage, 
mot.exceeding the annual value of 5/. 
should not preclude the possessor from 
seceiving - Tbus aman, who, as the 


daw now stands, must, by the acceptance 
of the most trifling assistance, be. over- 
_whelmed, will be able to get afloat again 
in the world, and recover bis independence 
when the visitation sha be at an.end. I 
would enable overseers to continue the 
— poor-houses, or build others, or 


ise them for the reception of persons such 
as Ihave before described, and to raise 
money for that purpose on the credit of the 
toa limited amount. I would also im- 
‘pose restrictions in the mode of contracting 
forthe maintenance of the poor. | would pro- 
vide, that contracts should not be valid for 
‘more than ohe year; and that they should 
aot be made for a gross sum ; to prevent the 
interest of the contractor clashing with his 
duty, but that every contract should bemade 
(by the head. That nocontract should be valid 
antil submitted to and approved by the 
justices in.special session ; and that a du. 
peste of the contract should be. filed. 
‘Sir, L will. not trouble the house any further, 
ithere svill be ample details in the bill; I 
would only add, that following up the prin- 
ciple I originally laid down, that. dependent 


system. it frequently bappens, be 
@upported .at a greater expence than in- 
dependent industry can. possibly sustain, | 
would -regulate the quantity of meat and 
thread to be furnished. to.each individual 
an :health, maintained in a parish house ; 
staking care that there should be.at all times 
‘en ample supply of other wholesqme.and 
mutritious:food. For the purpose of these 
regulations, it will be necessary to. give the 


fous 


enquiring into and declaring the price of. 
bread and labour, within their jurisdiction, 
at certain periods, but by no means of in- 
terfering with either. Such a declaration 
would also be useful towards the execution 
of some acts already in existence, such as 
the act for the relief of the wives of militia- 
men, &c. Sir, I. had almost forgot to 
mention the employment of the able 
bodied poor; a provision which I am sure 
will be looked for by many gentlemen of 
this house. But I must here premise, 


consideration which Ihave been able to . 
give the subject, that that part of the 43d of 
Eliz. which enjoins ** the churchwardens 
“ and overseers to take order for setting 
““ to work, all persons having no means 
“ to maintain themselves, and to provide 
“ for that purpose a proper stock of hemp, 
wool, and. other- materials;’” ever was 
orever could be, generally executed. This 
enactment appears to me to rest altogether 
upon the false supposition that the nation 
could, in the character of a great capitalist, — 
employ all its labourers. We are now 
sufficiently enlightened to know, that indivi- 
dual capitalists alone can employ their ca- 
pital to advantage in commerce; and that 
all attempts to establish manufactures for 
the purpose of making the poor support 
themselves out of their compulsory labour, 
{excepting very few cases) have either fail- 
ed, or been kept alive by extraordinary 
exertion, and pecuniary aid. Sir, agree 
with Mr. Malthus in his position that the 
general execution of that part of the statute 
of Elizabeth, isa physical impossibility; and 
I refer gentlemen to his. reasoning as con- 
clusive on the subject. (See vol, ii. p. 184.) 
But,-there are now, comparatively, very 
few. places in this country, where : fair 
wages may not be obtained for labour, and- 
wherever from particular circumstances 
}there .is not sufficient employment, the 
parish officers are not likely to be able to 
create it. If that. want of employment 
should be likely to continue, the: further 
relaxation which I have propased, in the. 
law of settlement, would enable persons 
with the .greater facility to transport 
themselves to those places where these 
workmen were the most scaree. In me- 
ny agricultural parishes, labourers 
cannot get.work, .are sent by the over- 
seer to the diferent farms in the . parish 
by turns. The employer usually peys 
something less than the ordinary wages 


quarter ;session, the -power.of 
‘Vou, VIII, j 


diatrict; and the 


that Ido not think, upon the most matune 
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‘Hitchen, in the county of Hertford) well 
-known, eng highly respected | 
‘members o£ the house who now. hear me ; 
-who has contributed his talents.and expe- 

-Tience to the furtherance of this great work : 
‘and. Lam glad’of: the 


‘seer, whére necessary, makes an addition 
from the rates. This practice however is not 
authorised by any law, it could not.be gene- 

‘rally adopted, and there are material ob- 
jections to enforcing it: Do: notdet gen- 

‘tlemen, imagine from’ what 1 have said, 

that would by supporting. persons in 
health; without work, give a bounty upon 
idleness. It is the furthest from my inten- 
tion. - In the case of a pauper making ap- 
plication to the overseer fur work, | would 
propose to authorize such overseer, to con-, 
tract with any other person for the labour 
of the applicant, in bis own or any other 
parish within a limited distance ; or to em- 

“ploy bim in repairing the highways, or 
cleaning the streets, or any other public 
work of the parish; and where his earning 

‘should not exceed acertain sum, the dif- 

ference to be made up out of the rates ;. al- 
ways, however, keeping the wages of a per- 

‘son so employed, below the rate of wages 

‘in the parish, by way of creating a stimulus 
to the pauper.to obtain work for himself, 
An extension of course to be given in pro- 
portion to the size of the family of the la- 
bourer: the applicant, upon refusal to do 
the work assigned, to be punishable for 

refusal. ‘These provisions, sir, are 

‘principally taken from the 32d section of the 

22d of Geo, IIl.cap, 83; Mr. Gilbert’s act, 
But notwithstanding my conviction, that 


. the provisions of the act of the 43d Eliz, 


to which I have last referred * for setting 
** the poor to work” can very seldom be 
applied to advantage, 1 prapose to leave 
that part of the act untouched, that where 
it can be advantageously resorted to, the 
power mayremain. 1 have contented my- 
self with proposing powers which may be 
where the provisions of that uct-are 
‘net found to succeed. Sir, | believe that 
‘Thave gone through all the matters which 
have suggested themselves to me in the 
wide range of the poor-laws, as fit to be re. 
gulated, amended, or enacted. by parlia- 
“ment, and J have advanced so far in digest. 


_ing them >that Thope, in the course of a 


very few days, to be able with the permission 
-of the house, to present them at your bar, 


inthe shapecof a bill. In this, and every part 


of my task, I am underthe greatestobligation 
-to'a very valuable friend, {[Mr. Wilshere of 


several] 
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me to’ express, how much F owe to his 
assistance. Iam sure, therefore, 
that my intentions will at least be perspj. 
cuously stated. Sir, I. am conscious that’ 
none of the plans I haveopened aré wl 
new, and that more than. one person,:per 
haps, may claim to himself the merit (fvit 
be one) of having made the discovery of 
each that I suggest, either by way. of ori: . 
‘ginal enactment on your statute book; or 
of remedy to some subsisting grievance, 
Ido not aim at novelty but utility,: andd 
donot wish to take from any of the persons 
who. may have written on the different sub. 
jects, vither- publicly or privately; their 
cluims'tu invention.. ‘To different’ minds 
reflecting deeply on the same practical 
evils, the same practical remedies will sug. 
gest themselves, and the more geneval 
the concurrence of sentiment, thé more 
likely it-is that: those remedies should be 
applicable. If | have brought together in 
one view, the most striking of these evils, 
and suggested such provisions as are not 
altogether without the chance of afford. 
ing relief, I shall consider my pains as am- 
ply : repaid. — I would, however, ask one 


‘favour of the: house andythe country, 


which is, not.to pass a hasty or ature 
judgment upon me. I would also intreat 
of those gentlemen who may, in their owt 
particular districts, have been exerting 
themselves fur the benevolent purposeof 
bettering the condition of their labourers, 
rnot to argue from the success of the parti- 
cular experiments carried on: under their 
own eye, to the general practicability of 
‘such schemes. ‘I'here are particular loca 
advantages belonging to every part of the 
kingdom, which, if skillfully improved by 
the Jand-owner, may contribute abundantly 
to the comfort and prosperity of the la 
bourer; but which, if attempted generally, 
would utterly fail. ‘Fo such laudable 
forts, and to all Jocal institutions adapted 
to. particular situations, all I can say is, 
| floreant ! they will add to the general stock 
of comfort amongst the most useful of our 
countrymen; they do not interfere with, - 
nor are they in any degree:cramped by the 
plans I have opened. I would also re 
quest of gentlemen not to be led :away by 
the pictures some may have in their minds 
of parishes where the poor-laws in their 
present form, have produced comfort, iil- 
dustry, and order. That picture cannot 
be made general. Sir, I have had the good 
fortune, with the-assistance of able hands, 


to. produce, by the operation of the pooty 
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habit it. 
with-machinery so complicated and im- 


expected to take place. If it could be 
 wpiversal, 1 should nothing more; but | 
_ gm-not misled by the success of my own 


Jature, such as the laws respecting vagran- 
apprenticeship, &c. but they form no 
paft of:the poor-laws properly so called; 
. end-te meddle with them in this scheme, 


what, may. be better taken up separately. 


Meference to the wisdow of to 
- open to conviction, and shal} be glad to 


_ Should wish that the -bill, when introduced, 


‘after the quarter sessions it should be taken 


dndustrious, sober,-orderly, and-contented, 


bes:presented more agreeable. . Where 
ye isonot one wretched being, nor one 
well founded cause of compiaint; and 
where the workhouse exhibits regularity, 
indystry,economy, cleanliness, and health, 
testified by the countenances of all who in- 
Bat this: could not.be effected 


perfect, without great assiduity and exer- 
tion; neither could it be maintained with- 
gut continued vigilance, and a combination 
of circumstances, which cannot be generally 


experiment. - There are some matters col- 
lateral to-the poor-laws which: | hope will 
hereafter arrest the attention of the legis- 


would.only»be to embarrass myself, with 
Jsubmit the whole.with the most perfect 


be adopted, rejected, curtailed, or amen- 
ded as shall seem most expedient, am 


learn the opinion of the house of commous 
and; the country, for. which purpose | 


should be read as first and second time, and 
committed pro formd, that it should then be 
printed, and generally circulated, and that 


into-further consideration. 1 cannot, how- 
ever, refrain. from saying, that till. better 
anstructed, these are all favourite projects 
with-mes: During the hours of. anxious 
thought and laborious investigation which 
I have passed, I have been-charmed with 
thé pleasing vision:of the general ameliora~ 
‘tion of the state of society, and the even- 
tual and rapid diminution of its burthens. 
In the adoption of the system of education 
foresee an, enlightened peasantry, fruyal, 


-because they are acquainted with the: true 
«walue of frugality, sobriety, industry, and 
Crimes ; diminishing, because the 
enlightened. understanding abhors crime. 
‘Phe practice of Christianity, prevailing, be- 
“cause the mass of your population can read, 
comprehend, and feel its,divine origin.and 
ithe beauty of the doctrines. which ity incul- 
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-Jaws:glone, in the: parish where I:residé,|insult of edemy, becauée every man 
_ gesituation of things, than which none can 


knows the worth of that which he is called’ 
upon to defend. In the provision for the 
security of the savings of the poor I seeen- 
couragement to frugality; security to pro-. 
perty, and the large mass of the people con- 
nected withthe state and  indissolubly: 
bound to its »présérvation.. In the enlar- 
ged .power of .acquiring” settlements the 
labour directed to those spots where labour 
is most wanted; Man, happy in his in- 
creased independence, and exempted frony 
the dread of being driven in age from the 
spot where. his dearest.connexions exist, 
and. where he has used ‘the best exertions, 
and passed the best days of his life.® Liti- 
gation-excluded from our courts, and 
harmony reigning in our different parochial 
districts, in the: power of bestowing re- 
wards f contemplate patience and industry 
remunerated, and yirtue. held up to dis- 
tinction and honour. Inthe various de- 
tailed alterations. in the mode of rating, — 
and the equalization of the’ county rate, 
I perceive the more equitable distribution 
of a necessary, but henceforth I trust de- 
creasing burthen. In the constitution. of 
vestries, the benefit universally resulti 
from arrangement, order, and pire 
derived from the more attentive*inspection 
by each of the general concern. From the 
power to exempt cottagers from the rate, 
a great relief to individuals ata very trifling @ 
expence to the public.» Imthe power to 
build. habitations for the poor, their com= 
fort and health. Lastly, in the reforny-of 
the workhouse system, and’ the: power of 
discrimination in administering relief, an 
abandonment of filth, slothfulness; and vice, 
and a desirable and marked . distinction 
between the profligate aud the innocent. 
If it were possible that all this should be only 
an allusion, at least it is one that ‘has 
charmed me through the labours I) have 
undergone for my country’s good. But, 
sir, if the opinions-of the wisest«of man- 
kind are not altogether ill founded, ifthe 
test of practice. andiexperience does not 
inthis single instance fail us, what Ihave 
proposed, corrected and improved by the 
wisdom of ‘parliament; will give ease. to 
those who contribute .to the necessitits* of 
their fellow subjects, and diffuse happiness 
overthese who are the immediate objects 
of its care. Sir, I move forleave to bring in 
| a-bill- for promoting and encouraging: in- 
‘* dustry dmongst the labouring classes ofthe 

community, and the reliefand regulation 


ates, Your. kingdom. safe of the crimiual and necessitous poor.” 
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tled to the highest degree of nie for 


his able.wiew of  subjéct of this magni+ 


tude ;, bot he feared the object of the hon. 
gent, would not be effected, without a ge- 
ueral «plan for the employment of the 
- Mr. Whitbread feared that labout was 
not practicable on the plan alluded-to by 
the right hon. gent.; but be wished the 
overseers: to have a power of contracting 
for such labour as could be made produc- 
tive, aud to, carry it towards the fund for 
their meintenance, National employment 
would-be a losing and indeed impracticable 


Mr.. Rose stated, that till within: these 
few years the poor had been employed in 4 
very useful manner in Lincolnshire, where 
Peeneteoe failed. at length from the 

eficiency of that. private attention which 
alone could keep it alive. He recom- 
mended to the hon. gent. to divide his bill 
jato two or more bills. It might go to the 
quarter sessions in its present shape, but 
the division ought to take place before put- 
ting the matters to the final sense of the 
house... Mr. Pitt’s bill hud failed chiefly by 
heing too comprehensive. 
Mra Keck stated, that in Leicester- 
shire, thére was much extrapatochial land, 


* the helders. of which had voluntarily sub- 
e jugated themselves to the county rates, 


not. wishing to be exempt from their fair 
share of the burthens borne by their neigh- 
Mex Caleert thought the hon. gent. enti- 
tled to the gratitude of the country for his 
able consideration of a subject of such 
itude, He saw much good in the hon, 
gont.'s plan, and little that was not benefi- 
cially practicable, 
Elison maintained, that no blame 


bill as: that proposed by the hom: genthe 
‘mans If the hon: gentleman should, howa 
joven, succeed in remedying the present 
evils, he would confer a lasting benefit oif 
Mr. Spencer Stanhope allowed the exists 
ence of every grievance which the hon, 
gent. ascribed to the present poorlaws, 
He was not prepared to say, how far thé 
resent plan contained adequate remedivs, 
beopinion of the justices could not be cok 
lected atthe next quarter session, and it 
would be material to the facility of cok 
lecting that opinion, to divide the bill inte 
three orfour parts. tah 
Lord Howick said, there could be butone | 
feeling with respect to the ability with | 
which his’hon. friend had recommended 
this great subject to the house, and thd 
zeal which he had bestowed in making bin 
self perfectly: master of it: However, hig 
hon. friend had tio ititention to press the 
business forward precipitately, but it wag 
desirable to apply a remedy to the existing 
evils as soon as possible. He would ex 
press no opinion of its merits farther, than 
that there was much in it that he approved, 
and if there was any thing in respect 
which he differed, he would be ready 
yield to his hon, friend who had considered 
the ‘subject with much gteater attention, 
In every discussion the measure would be 
amended. On the whole, much benefit was 
\to be derived from the plan ; and he hoped, 
{that if not the whole, at least, it would be 
executed in the principal parts during the 
Mr. Sturges Bourne wished the bill tote 
the bands of the country gentlemen at 
| the assizes, as well as the quarter sessions, « 
{It would thus meet a superior considera. 
tion, Without meaning to harry the hon, 
|gent., he hoped that before the next month 


q 


was due te the gentlemen of Lincoln, for] it would be ready to be transtnitted. 


the failure of the plan for the employment 


Mr. Whitbread said, that before Monday, 


thé.poor, . ‘Tht plan was impracticable, |he meant to present the bill, whieh | 
and it. was a delusion:to.expect much from | would expedite to the bands of the magis- 


iit. The bon. gent. bad taken an able view 
of this 
the co ity ofthe tron. gent.’s plan 
-would.lead to more difficulty then what:he 
‘wanted to get-rid of. The act of Blizabeth 
Contained the great principles of every good 
aes all: that was to 
amplify improve. system esta- 
-blished upon those principles, The great 
man whose loss the house. and 
would deplore for. ever (Mr. Pitt), ‘had 


failed in an attempt to introduce: bu ‘| 


extensive subject, but he feared 


trates by all means in his power. Dep 
Sir J. Newport thanked the bon. 

for so essential an improvement of the 

poorslaws, an ityprovement which render 

ed those laws more nearly applicable to 


good | Ireland, where the condition of the: 


was such as to requite immediate rehef; 
though the poor-laws, ‘as they ‘stood: it 
present, had been universally rejected bythe 

tlemen of Freland. The houses of in 
dustry in Ireland were cheaply and well 


| | 
| 
| por 
| dmmistered, tnd Bad afforded & comion 


sblereflige to'many.. annual expence | 


iivone of those houses which he was particu- 
larly acquainted with, was 7/.. for each 
individual, though there were many idiots 
and lunatics i init, 
Mr. Bathurst. recommended to. have a 
number of copies of the bill print- 
edy and to have them circulated through 
the country, with every facility of convey- 
ance that government could give. The 
bill would be better considered altogether, 
first instanee it might afterwards 


_ pe divided and if the whole of it should 
pot pass this session, he hoped some parts 


of it at least would, as many parts of jt 
would-be bighly beneficial. | 

‘Mr, Whitbread said he should be pleased 
any part of the labour he had bestowed 
on the subject, should meet the ap robation 
of the house ; but he would not. sight 
of any amendment he thought requisite, 
4il be have effected it.—Leave was 
given to bring ia a bill, and Mr. Whit- 
bread, Mr. Pym, Mr. Brand, Mr. Lee 


_ Antonie, aad Mz, Horner, were ordered to 


prepare ang bring in the same. 


{Naw Puan oF Finance. }. Lord 


" Heary Petty moved the order of the day, 


for taking into further consideration the 
report’ from the committee of the whole 
house, to whom it was referred to consider 
farther of the Finances of the country. 

» Sir James Pulteney contended that it was 
erréneous to suppose any violation of faith 
towards the stockholder in diverting the 
sinkingfand, It wasnotalone from the quan- 
tity of sinking fund brought into the mar-} 
ket, but from the proportion of the sinking 
fund tq the debt untouched witbin the year. 
‘The price of stocks was at. ite highest. in 
1790, when the. 3 per cents, were at. 96, 
aid at that time there was scarcely any 
sinking fuod; the price of stocks was there- 
fore not prop to the amount. of 
the sinking fond, The quantity of capital | as 
to Le invested in stock was always the best 
security for keepiig wp the price, It was 
agreed that the eccumulation of the sink. 
ing fund should stop at. some times. he 
thought it should stop now. The accumu. 


dation of debt would thus be prevented, 


aud the situation of the stockholder not 
‘deteriorated. Then thehon, baronet went 
into a series of calculations to. shew the 
‘effect of the noble lord’s plan and his own. 
“He ‘that. the comparison. was 

ainst thenoble lord’splan. A great 


of debt would. be avoided, 
andthe was taxes would be 


charged. He contended also, that 

om the plan of taking ,the war 
was better that of the noble 
lord’ 

Thornton deptecated equally the 
continuance of heavy taxation, and the i 
mediate invasion of the sinking fund. 
these considerations he was pan ah to aps 
prove of the noble lord’s.plam, and also be» 
Cause the most maturelyweighed of the plans , 
brought forward on the other side approxi 
mated very vearly to. that of the noble 
lord. He complained of the statement of 
the noble lord opposite (Castlereagh), that 
in his calculation he had omitted. the 
charge of the yearly loan of 11. millions, 
which would require the payment of inter- 
est for 14,000,000/., It was unpardonable 
to delude the public with statements repre- 
senting the charges of the new plan as com- 
paratively burthensome, to exclude 
from the comparative view all this considex- 
ation of thegreat expenee of interest belong- 
ing to the plan of the noble lord opposite. 
The noble lord’s plan for taking the excesses 
of the sinking fund was an invasion, which 
called for every friend of the sinking fund 
to.come forward in its defence. _Here-the 
hon. gent. went into a history.of the pro- 
gress of the sinking fund , from its. origin. 
The benefits we had experienced, ought to 
bind us in policy.and ia gratitude.to pre- 
serve the. source of all. these advantages. 
The interference .of Mr, Addington, and - 
that of the noble lord.near him, withthe. 
sinking fund, had been coupled with bene- 
fits whieh. compensajed. the invasion... Bat 
‘the noble lord’s plan invaded ..the securi 
Lof the taking the 
of the sinking without offering any 
excesses of the sinking fand, and_raising 
only. the, diflerence. between that and 
would be very unjust as well 

very There was extreme 
|danger-in laying. down the principle, that 
.the sinking fund was to be diverted. to the 
current service in every war, Taking the 
surplus .of the consolidated. fund to 
the interest of the debt. contracted in -the 
year, .was a, violation; if he might so..ex~ 
press it, of public credit, atjbest. But. it 
might happen that the consolidated ba 
would barely cover the charges imposed — 
upon it ; what: was to’ be.done in that 
case? With respect to the, war. taxes,..1io 
pledge was incurred to continue them, byt 
only taxes to the same amount, to .extin- 
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Bortowing at Cotipound interest was ait 


‘Swered, by ‘exliibiting the compoutid’ al- 


produted, and about to be produced 


this plan, and by the noble lord’s recent 
‘Yaised these very'war taxes lust year nine 
‘millions ‘above their former amount, and 
ad thus furnished a foundation forthe 


“Whole ‘stpérstructure ‘of this plan. ‘Phe 


‘plan was supposed to under-rate the expen- 


but it provided in fact for an’ ex- 


‘pendituré to that umount, with an increased 
facility of raising larger sums, if that should 
be necessary. “He hoped ‘the expericiice’ 
‘of one ‘year would confirm ‘the favourable’ 


€Xpectation entertained of the noble Iord’s | 


‘plan, and prove its efficacy towards raising’ 
‘@ great part of the expenditure, not di- 
‘Yectly in’ the’ same’ year,’ but’ so as to’ be, 
‘yedeemeéd in “a few years. Tliis little is- 

nd ‘was carrying on war almost against 


“the powers of the world, for the benefit of 


‘the world, and ‘with such an extent of co- 
Fonial empire to secure, jt’ was necessary to 
‘preserve our sinking fund, and to ‘reduce 
‘and ‘diipinish the public debt, so as to al- 
‘Yow as, if necessary, to go into a new war 
‘with’ammple resources. Though that was 
“wot done ds much as he could wish by the 
lord’s ‘plan, it was very nearly done. 
‘The “national ‘debt was certainly a great 
“and “awful weight upon the exertions 


itidustry of the country; but it was 


“still a'pleasing -reflection to consider, that 

feannual’ income of’ the nation ‘was 
“brotight Within 2,500,000. of the expen- 
‘diture; that’ whilst the enemy had’ sup- 
expences of warfure by confis- 
cations, by a diminution at one period of 
‘the public debt, and next of the interest 
“on the debt, by an illusory system of as- 
“signats, by spoliations on‘ foreign states, 


‘abd extorting from others a tribute, as the 


ice of a mock ‘independence, Great 
‘Britain, in the progress of a war avowedly 
‘andertaken and conducted against her re- 
“Sources, ‘had risen superior ‘to her difficul- 
“ties, and ‘had in this period of its progress 
‘almost equalised its income with its expen. 
“diture. Jn expressing his approbation of 
“thie plan of the ndble Jord, even on its own 
"merits, ‘he felt that opinion considerably 
‘strengthened, by contrasting it with those 
‘recommended by the hon, gentlemen on 
the opposite'side, which increased the pub- 
‘Jic-burthens inthe present instance, and in 


“no degrée’diminished the accumulation of 


“the public debt. 


himself’ understéod in-what he had to’say 
of this subject, if the statement of his‘nob’ 
friend’ (lord Castlereagh) had fuiled of con. 
veying a clear idea of tts purport. Before — 
he entered on what he had to say, he pur. 
posed to make one or two observations on 
the preliminary topics which had been iq. 
troduced into the discussion. The'debates 
on this subject would’ have: the effect of: 
shewing to the public, that: the experiditure 
of -the country, which had been taken at. 
38 millions; would ‘not be the'whole ofthe 
expenditure, and therefore of reniovitig any — 
delusive hopes that might: arise from dre 
an impression: But ‘though the® noble 
lord could not have accurately estimated the 
amount of the actwal expenditure, yet: an. 
increased expenditure ought-to’ have been 
provided for, and he understood -that they 
were likely even in the present year, ‘to be 
-called on for a much larger sum than 

that had been- yet ‘mentioned. — Either 
‘Russia was to be abandoned, and peace to 
be the -consequence onthe .continent, or 
‘this country should advance the: necessary 
subsidies to our allies. There was alsoa 
charge of 500,000/. due from government 
to the East-India company, which ought to 
have been included ‘iti.the civil expenditure 
of the country. ‘The document thet had 
been circulated’ to the public, held outa 
more favourable prospect than was borne 
out by the papers before the house, upon 
which it'was founded. That paper repre 
sented that the addition to the debt under 
the proposed system, would be on the ave- 
‘rage of 20: years, 3 millions and a half, 
‘whereas it would in fact be 4 millious and 
ahalf. as had been said by the. last 
speaker, tlie additions made: to the taxes 
last ‘session, bad been adapted with a view 
to this plan, it seemed: strange, that in the 
speech at the opening of the session, his 
majesty was made to lament the necessity 
‘of adding to the burthens of his people; 
this plan being intended to. t further 
taxation, It bad been the fashion formerly 
to:argue for the necessity of relieving pos- 
terity from burthens, but now the iargu- 
}ment was to relieve the ‘present: moment, 
and leave ‘the burthens to posterity. He 
was a*friend: to the plan of leaving the bur- 
thens to affect posterity, because he found 
the ‘system’ had not been prejudicial to us, 
so far’as concerned the'burtbens handed 
down by our ancestors. But he had an-ob- 
jection to thé complicated machinery of 
the noble lurd’s plan, which, under the spe- 


Mt. not hope to-make 


lcious garb of complicated details, was, in 
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fact, only to raise two millions anda half 
wyear, over the amouat of the sinking 


funds: Fhe hon. gent. thes, said, that if 21 


millions were to’ be raised annually, in ad- 
dition to the war taxes, and interest to be 
provided only for the difference: between 
the amount of the sinking fund and the 
loan, the difference between thesums raised 
by bis plan and that of the noble lord, 
would be 44 millions; and by the noble 


Jord’s plan’ 2,051,000/. permanent taxes 


would be imposed in 20 years, whilst by his 
only 1,700,000/..would be imposed, and the 
whole of the war taxes would, in the 
former case, be mortgaged, which, in the 
latter, would befree. It was natural for 
every person to be attached to the produc- 
tion of his own brain, and he certainly 
thought his plan superior to that of the 
noble lord’s; as,. according to his plan, 
each loan would be paid off in 45 years, 
according to the engagement to the public 

_ Mr. Bankes thought that the hon. mem- 
ber who had just sat dowo, had taken the 
sinking fund into his calculation two.ways, 
both as a means of redeeming the debt, 
and es a fund applicable to the service of 
the year. There was a fallacy, therefore, in 
hisreasoning, Ifthe government was only 
to provide for the interest of the excess of 
the loan, over the amount of the sinking 
fund, and-to provide for the remainder out 
of the proceeds of the sinking fund, ‘that 


- fund would be stationary during: the. war. 


Should the:war last ten years, its progress 
would therefore be interrupted, and the re- 
demption of the loans would be etlected in 
55 instead of 45 years. He objected to all 
the projects that had been proposed as sub- 
stitutes for that of the neble lord opposite, 
because they all were founded on the prin- 
ciple of invading the sinking: fund, which’ 
was sacred, aud not to be touched, excer: 


_incases of-extfeme-necessity.. The plan of 


the noble lord afforded more prospects to’ 
the countrythan any other, because it was 
to release it from taxation for 3 years, 


without diminishingits resources; and these 


3 years were likely to be more important, 
than the same number of years in any pe- 
tiod of our history. This relief to the 
country. was wise, in the hope that Provi- 
dence, who had so often signally assisted 
this country, would again intérfere in. its 
‘behalf, .He did not think it wise, however, 
of the noble lord, to have stated the expen. 


‘diture of the country so low as.32,000,000/, 
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that expenditure, it would create disape 
pointment»to the public. He trusted: if 
such an addition should be necessary, it 
would induce the noble lord to make not 
parsimonious but economical retrench< 
ments in the public expenditure.) It had 
been said, that the sinking fund might 
become too great, but he had no. appre-. 
hensions of that description, as that 
fund had’been intended to act against the 
debt, and he wished to. see that redu- 
ced as early as possible, The appropria- 
tion of the war taxes had been stated to 
be a violation of the pledges given: to 
the. public, and a disappointment of their 
reasonable hopes, but necessity called for 
it, and it was only to be feared, that under 
a pressure of future circumstances, the mis 
nister of.the day might make the addis 
tional appropriation of 4 per cent, the 
ground of future louns.. If the taxes ap» 
propriated should not be productive, par= — 
liament would be bound. to make them 
good. But he thought the property tax 
more equalized between the landed and 
moueyed interest, not descending solow as 
at. present, with an allowance to persons 
having small. incomes, with larger families, . 
and facilities of recovery of the tax whea 
proved by those who had no right to pay, 
would be better retained than the other war 
taxes, ‘Taxes which came in by a cir- 
cuitous operation were felt more than a di- 
rect tax. But if any thing could keep 
down the price of articles, and insure the 
economical expenditure proposed by the 
noble lord, it was the cessation from taxa- 
tion for 3 years, As to subsidies to foreign 
powers, he had never been a friend to them 
and did not approve of the grant of them 
in older or: more recent times.. He regret- 
ted the whole of the expenditure of that | 
description, because the powers of the con- 
tinent always pursued their own objects 
and interests. . It was difficult, neverthe- 
less, for an individualmember of that house 
to oppose.such grants, when recommended. — 
on the great and grave authority of persons 
who had access to documents shewing the 
views of foreign powers. . He approved of 
many parts of the plan.of. the noble lord, 
and he lamented, that other parts:of it 
should be contained in it, but on the whole 


he thought that the plans which had been ._— 


recommended. by his hon. friend, would 
not-obviate any of.the imperfections. ofthe 
noble lord’s plan, and would .augment 

many of them... 


because if agy.addition were to be made to 


Mr. Rose observed, that.the han. geoh 
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whes opakes lent 


plan of the noble Jord, which was-only an 


antietpation ‘of the war taxes, though be 
had expreseed a deubt of the taxes being 
ive in timeof peace, - The hon. 

gent. had stated, that it would be better to 
continue the property tax than the other 
war taxes. But he apprehended that the 
appropriated war tases would not redeem 
the leans for which they might be mort- 
gaged im 14 years, ‘but would require a 
much longer fime, in proportion as the 
ice.of-the funds would rise; and with this 
wapression ke thought it would be madness 
to pledge the war taxes. The right hou. 
gent. then repeated his former observations 
to‘prove that mone of the war taxes, ex- 
Cept the property tax, could be expected 
to be productive in time of peace. He was 
wot prepared’ to agree to any one of the 
many projects that had been submitted to 
the hut. as no inconvenience could 


arise feém the delay of one year, he again 
pressed thenecessity of putting off the final 
adoption of the measure till next session. 


He particularly objected to the continuance 
ef the duty on tonnage after the war. This 

‘wes at: 
the whele trade of the world, and no pere 
gon couldl be so sanguine as to suppose, 
thet we should not have rivals for that trade 
oe peace. Aidity on tonnage and 
Charles when the principles of political 
eco ‘were not'so well understood as 
at’ present, but this had:been taken off in 
the eign of Wiliam so far as rebated 
to woo manufactures, and was entirely 
done away in. 1720, in the reign of George 
Wasa duty ‘repealed in that reign'to 


beresorted to.in the present? It would be’ 
a serious ‘motive for the consideration of 


the house, that the German linens rivalled 
our manufactures of that article in our 
West-India islands, and even undersold 


present im possession of 


dage had been laid on m the reign of 


to substitute other taxes in their place; 
But it appeared to him a strange ilustras 
tion.of the impelicy of continuing the ton 
nage tax, that the German linens rivalled 
our linens in the West-India market, bes 
caase mo German linens could. reach ver 
ielands but through thiscountry, 
Mr. Perceval at any other time and 
under eny other cireumstances, would 
been disposed the bouse more 
at length, than at that hour of the nighthe 
was inclined to do. ‘Whenthe bills should 
be ip, on the resolutions of the 
noble lord, he should have sufficient oppor. 
tunities of delivering his sentiments upag 
them, and he should feel it his duty to op. 
pose them inevery stage. The taxes pro- 
posed to be continued by the first resolu. 
tion, were represented as not likely to be 
productive an peace, and to this it was an- _ 
swered, if they were unproductive, pare 
liament would be beuad to make them 
good. If they were to be made permanent 
only with a view ‘to ‘have them afterwards 
i, this would be to make the act of 
the legislature speak a language which it 
did not mean.” In the same way the pro- 
perty tax, which the ‘house thad been given 
to understand, in the opening speech of the 
noble lord, was to'be repealed at the end 
of the war, had been in his subsequent iex- 
planations represented as liable to be con- 
tinued in peace, yet ‘the second resolution 
pledged the house positively to the repeal 
of the war tax'the moment the war should 
cease. The ‘first resolution was to pledge 
the war taxes, which were afterwards tobe 
repealed ; and the second resolution de- 
clared, that the pro tax, which was 
likely to be continued, should be repealed. 
If the taxes mentioned in the first reso- 
jutian were to-be repealed, why enaet their 
continuance? and if the property tax wus — 
to'be continued, why resol ve that it should 
be repealed? He thought ‘that it was im- 
oper'in the house to legislate fur futurity. 


-Jution.: He could net reconcile it to bim- that the provision for the loan sbould be 
self to .giveasilent vote onthe eubject, }charged upon any fund, and the discussion 
considering, ‘as ‘he did, ‘the resolutions of|of the noble lord's deferred to next 
the noble lord fraught with the greatest }eetsion. Ft had been said, that the duties, 
anischief to the country. if appropriated, might afterwards ‘be :te- 

Carry-ebserved, that the:right'hon. | pealed; and this he looked upon as the 

had impugued the plan of the noble argument that ‘had been urged in fa-. 

dyon the: that the taxes would|wour of ‘the measure. The plan .of the 
mat ‘bepteductive during peace. Butif|noble lord might be very good, and bis. 
go, the parliament would be-bound tomeke |-majesty’s ministers might have bestowed 
deficiency ‘that might arise, or} all dueattention upon it, but yet the house 


| 
| 
of t ho re-' 
sembled. that of Mr. Neckar, which had]‘These observations he made with a view to 
it been the chief cause of the French revo- | press the estion of his right hen. friend 
1 
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had not had sufficient time to. consider so 
complicated a question. was only that 
_ day that some of the papers, necessary to 
_ form a judgment on the subject, were laid 
before the house. 
_ | Lord Henry Petty maintained that the 
resolutions cuntained no pledge whatever 
_for the continuance of any particular tax. 
_ The object of the plan was to provide for 
the exigencies of a protracted war, and at 
the same time, by abstaining from imposing} 
fresh taxes, to relieve the country, to re- 
pair its strength and recruit its resources, 
whilst its operation would provide the 
-means.of resorting again to taxation, if that 
must be the case, a resort which would 
still remain, even supposing the plan to- 
tally to fail. lis lordship entered into a 
comparison of the plan he bad proposed, 
and those suggested on the other side, and 
contended that his plan had this great ad- 
vantage, that it would operate to increase 
the sinking fund, in a larger proportion to 
the debt, up to a certain point when its 
excesses were to be taken,’ whilst the plans 
proposed on the other side would operate 
to increase considerably the debt, and 
leave the sinking fund as it now stood. 
He proposed, after a certain accumulation 
of the sinking fund, to appropriate the 
excesses ; but they would attack that fund 
immediately. He remembered a story of 
‘aman who said he had a sure method of 
curing sheep of ull disorders, and that was 
by cutting their throats; so gentlemen on 
the other side would get at the sinking 
-fund by immediately taking it, and this 
constituted the boasted simplicity of their 
plans. His plan, on the contrary, by the 
proportionable magnitude of the sinking 
fund, would insure to the stockholder a 
certain market for his stock, and instead of 


‘mortgaging all the resources of the country, 


as some’ hon, gentlemen had contended, 
there would, if it continued to operate, be a 
‘sum of 25,000,000/. available for the ser 
Vice of the country in the year 1822. 
“Lord Castlereagh contended that the 
System before the house was a much greater 
infraction of the act of 1786, than’ that 
whieh had been done in 1802, which had 
been alluded to in the course of ‘the de- 
bate.» After touching on several other 
points, his lordship observed, that he would 
speak more fully on the subject next Mon- 


day, when the resolutions which he had 


mitted to the house would be under’ 


“Mr. Huskitson’ bad heatdmuch of th 
Vou. VIII. 


phsideration. 
‘| 


delicacy and scrupulosity which gentlemen 
on the other side professed to feel for the 
strict observance of: the public faith. - 
Yet if on any side there was any disposition 
to infringe it, that disposition or tendency 
was to be found in ‘the plan of the noble 
lord. Let the different acts be referred to, 
more particularly that of 1792, for securing 
inviolate the public faith respecting the sink 
ing fund, and it would be seen how far the 
present plan was reconcileable either with 
tbe spirit or the letter of these acts. 

Mr. Vansittart pledged himself to prove 
upon the same occasion, that there was no 
inconsistency between the plan of his 
noble friend, and the acts referred to by the 
hon. gent.. 

Mr. Canning declared his most decided 
objection to the whole principle of the 
measure: at that late hour he should not 
trespass upon the time of the house, but 
should reserve himself fora more conve- 
nient opportunity.—-The question was then — 
loudly called for, and the resolutions read 
a second time, and agreed to, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, February 20. oo 

{Mrxutzs.] This day the following 
inembers were chosen by ballot to try the 
merits of the Downpatrick election:—R. 
P, Scudamore, esq. B. Cook, esq, W. M. 
Pitt, esq. hon. W. Howard, D. Giddy, 
esq. A Strahan, esq. lord Althorpe, F, J. 
Wilder, esq. D. P. Coke, esq. hon. C, 
Herbeit, J. Wharton, esq. bon. W. Bro. 
derick, ‘Thos. Kemp, esq. nominees, 
Martin, esq. C. W. Wynne, esq.—Mr. 
Grenville (irom the commissioners for ex 
ecuting the office of-Jord high admiral) ac- 
quainted the house, that their lordshi 
having judged it expedient that captain sir 
Home Popham should be tried by a court 
martial for having quitted the Cape of Good 
Hope, for the purpose of attacking the 
Spanish settlements in the Rio de la Plata, 
without having received any direction or 
authority whatever for that purpose, had 
accordingly issued their warrant to the 
marshal of the high court of admiralty for 
taking him into custody; that, as captain 
sir Home Popham is a member of this 
house, their lordships had thought it a re- 
spect due to the house, to inform them of 
his: commitment, and to lay before them a 
copy ofthe warrant, by virtue of which 
he is now in custody. And Mr. Grenville 
delivered ‘in at'the tabie, 2 copy of the 
the admiralty, 
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“to take into his custody- the said captain 
“sir Home Popham : ‘and the said copy was 
-yead. Ordered, that what Mr. Grenville 
“hath now communicated to the house, and 
“also the said copy, be entered in the jour- 
“nal of this house.—The house having, up- 
on the motion of sir J. Newport, resolved 
into a committee of ways and means, the 
"right hon. bart. proposed q resolution for 
* discontinuing tertain duties, and enacting 
‘ others in their room. ‘He read over a Jist 
of new duties which he proposed to impose, 
“namely, upon every man whose house and 
Jand was above the value of 4/, per an- 


‘num, and less than 7/, one shilling and | 


 sixpenee a year; if more than‘7/. and less 
than 10/., two shillings, if not liable to the 


hearth tax; ‘if more than 10/. and less than’ 


401,. three-pence in the pound; aud for 
“every poyind above 40/., four-pence in the 
‘pound, if not liable to the window tax. 
also stated his proposed s¢ale of taxa- 
‘tion upon windows and hearths, and con- 
eluded with observing, that it was the in- 
tention in all matters of personal taxation 
to make bachelors pay double as much as 
married mén. Upon ‘the paper manufac. 
tory the right hon. ‘baronet’-proposed to 
“impose a tax according to the number of 
“vats used by the manufacturer, instead of 
“mills, which were heretofore the ‘criteria, 
‘and which had‘led to a great loss of reve- 
‘hue. ’ There were ‘several duties hereto- 
fore annual, which the right hon. baronet 
announced ‘his intention of proposing to 
-be made permanent. In answer toa ques- 
tion from colonel Barry, the right hon. ba- 
Tonet stated, that an increased ‘tax upon 
“horses was meant to be imposed upon those 
bad four or more horses,-uuless for 
‘purposes of agriculture, but that the in- 
“erease was not to go lower.—The resolution 
was then agreed to. 
[Mutiny Brrp—Roman 


‘Lord Howick moved the reading of the 


Order for the second reading of the mu- 
~ “tiny bill on Tuesday next, with a view, as 
the noble lord stated, to move the post- 
— of this order to a future day. 
“Lhe propriety of this postponement in the. 
‘absence of his right hon. friend (Mr. Wind- 
‘ham) would, he had no doubt, ‘be readily 
admitted. But there’ were ‘other objects 


which rendered further delay necessary, in’ 


order to afford time for the preparation of 
‘some additional clauses which it ‘was in- 
ténded to. bring forward. It) would be re- 
‘membered by inany'meimbers, that in the 


clause was inserted in the 


Trish mutiny bill, allowing ‘catholiest 
hold a certain rank in ‘the army, and this 
clause it was now proposed to make gene. 
tal. It was also proposed that all catholics 
in the army should be allowed the free ex. 
ercise of their religion. This was, no 
doubt, the practice already; but it was 
understood that it would afford much more 
satisfaction if it were made the law, Jp 
addition to these there were other clauses 
of less moment which it was proposed to 
submit.to the house, Such were the 
sons which urged the noble lord to move 
a further postponement of this measure,’ 
Mr. Yorke asked, whether it was likely 
that the discussion would be brought for. 
ward upon the day mentioned by the noble 
lord, or whether it would be postponed any 
farther ? 
Lord Howick saw no reason to apprehend 
that any farther delay would be necessary, 
The noble lord moved, that the order for 
the second reading of this bill should te 
fixed for Tuesday se’anight.—Ordered ‘at. 
cordingly. 
[Westminster Petition] 
Mr. Sheridan rose, pursuant to notice, to 
moye that the order for the appointment of 
a committee to consider the petition upon 


this subject should be discharged, witha 


view to move for the further postponement, 
The right hon. gent, was so much of opi- 
nion, from what had passed when last this — 
question was. before the house, that a mo- | 
tion for further postponement would be im- 
mediately assented to if required, that he — 
confessed he heard with considerable sut- 
prise of the intention to oppose the mo- 
tion, particularly on the part of the noble 
lord (Folkestone), by whom a similar pro- | 


‘position was last submitted to the house, 


Had he happened to have stood in the pre- 
dicament of being unable to bring forward 
such a motion, he really thought that the 
noble lord would have been ready to pro 

ithimself. At least he felt that he should 
be warranted, ‘from the noble lord’s furmer 
language and conduct, in relying upon bis 
readiness to second him in this proposition. 
Of the grounds of this reliance, and the 
justice of his opinion, the house would be 
able to judge from a.short review. of the 
history ‘of the case. When the petition 
before the house was presented, which‘was 
about the 23d of December, the first:or 
‘second day after any petitions: could’ be re- 
celyed, the noble Jord announced: the de>. 
sire of the petitioners that theearliestda 


possible should be appointed. forthe we 


Aas 


| 

| 

| 

q — | 
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lot, and that they were ready at once to 
_ go before a committee. Accordingly the 

13th. of. January. was appointed. But, 

notwithstanding the declaration of the no- 

ble lord, and the publicly proclaimed reso- 

lution of the petitioners, he received, not 

many days afterwards, a note from the no- 

ble lord, stating, that it was through a 

mistake he presented the petition so soon, 
and that the parties were not ready to go 

into the investigation on the day originally 
‘appointed. The noble lord, therefore, re- 

quested his consent to a further postpone- 

ment, as a matter of personal accomnmieda- 

tion to himself, and a matter of justice to- 

wards the petitioners, who would other- 

wise sutler through his error. Having 
had-an acquaintance with ‘the noble lord, 
he was certainly disposed to accommodate 
him, but yet he felt himself bound, before 
he complied with the noble lord’s request, 
toconsult the opinion of his friends, and 
they decidedly objected to the delay re- 
quired. . However, when he came down to 
the house upon the day appointed for the 
motion, the noble lord applied to him 
again: and again asking his consent to. the 
motion as a personal favour, he did grant 
it. So far as he had gone, he believed the 
noble lord could not say, that what he had 
stated was not «trictly true, But as to the 
conversatic:: which took place the day the 
noble: lord’s motion of postponement was 
agreed to, he held in his hand a document 
which contained it. He knew that he 
could not distinctly allude to the evidence 
hehad adduced, because according to the or- 
ders.of that house, strangers were under- 
stood to be excluded. Butsomehow amemo- 
randum of what was said on the day alluded 
to, did find its way into print, and certainly it 
was detailed with considerable accuracy, 
In looking over this memorandum, it would 
be seen that all the arguments advanced by 
the noble lord made against his npesions 
and of course it was a very natural infer- 
ence that the motion owed its success to 
something else, ‘That something was his 
concurrence ; and hg recollected very well, 
ait appeared from fis memorandum, that 


he mentioned, at the time, his apprehen-. 


sion that the 24th of Feb. would go too 
near the circuit, which would: render a 
farther postponement, necessary, as_ his 
xounsel would be out of town, . Such was 
 bisstatement then, and it was only.upon the 
express condition that farther delay would 
beacceded to, if necessary, that he gave his 
8sient tq the noble lord’s motion. This-he 


could aver from. his’ own memory, but 
there were not less than 20 or 30, gentle- 
men present, who also heard the noble lord, 
and who could bear testimony to. the nos 
ble lord’s.observation. ‘The noble Jord did 
state. upon that. occasion, that when he _ 
mentioned the -24th of Feb. he was not | 

aware that thecircuit was.so near; andthatif . 

that day should in consequence become ins 


convenient, there could be no, objection to 


a farther postponement. ., This declaration 
the noble lord: w; understood to have 
made by several friends near him. ,.The 
house, he had no doubt, would agree with 
him in thinking, that when the petitioners - 
urged the, noble lord to move for the for- 
mer postponement on the ground that they 
did not wish for.the trial on an early day, 
that the noble lord was not aware of the 
resolution relative to a speedy trial, which, 
these petitioners had just before published,, 
and in all probability the noble lord was 
equally uvaware of this circumstance, that 


the counsel for the petitioners did not ga 


any circuit, while those. retained on his part 
did. But of this the petitioners were fully 
apprised, and they would fain urge him.to 
trial without the advantage of his counsel. 
It might be asked, why he did not make, 
this proposition of postponement some-, 
what sooner? He would candidly. auswer,, 
because, as he stated before when this sub« 
ject. was under consideration, he really did 
not think the. petition would .be persisted 
in, but from what. he had heard. of, their. 
proceedings within the last few aveeks, he 
was led to believe that his opponents were 
much more sanguine, even than. he sus-. 
pected, and that they were resolved to per 
severe. Upon, the whole, however, the 
tight hon. gent. could not persuade hime, 
self to suppose that that house would call, - 
on any gentleman to epter,,upon such an 
important investigation, stripped of the aid 
of his counsel; and he coulduot help ol serv4, 
ing that the attempt to take advantage of him, 
in this instance, was nota very liberal return 
for the manner in which he gave way tothe 
noble Jord’s motion upon a former occasion, 
Lord Folkestone wished that he could ré-. 
turn the compliment. which the right hon. 
gent. had thought-proper to bestow upon. 
accuracy but he differed from him 
tirely as to bis report.of the comversation 
which took place on. aformer days. far 
from the right. hon. gent. having expressed. 
a wish for further postponement; be had 
treated. the pioposition.at.the time as efi 


omen of the. petitioner's total abandons 
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ment ofthe casé. - Without referring t6 any 
of the néwspaper reports brought forward 
by the right hon. gent. be had no hésitation 
in positively asserting that he never made 
any such pledgé or proinisé of agtécing to 
farther postponement, as that stated by 
the right hon. gent. But he would go 
farther. He denied that the right hon. 


gent. so undérstood him at the time of the} 


discussion, or so understood him’ since. 
But the right hon. gent. was not more in- 
aceurate in hig text thanin his preface, par- 
ticularly relative to the private note. For 
he denied haviug ever asked the right hon. 
gent.’s consent to his motion. He merely 
seit him a line, as he thought bimselt 
bound in: courtesy: to do, apprising the 
right hon. gent. of his intended’ motion. 
But he would deem it very improper in- 
deed to apply for the leave or concurrence: 
of the right hon. gent. As to the observa-' 
tions made by him upon the subject of the 
circuit, he did not recollect, nay, he was cer- 
tain, that he did-not utter, one word that 
could warrant the conclusion drawn by the 
fight hon, gent. He merely said that the 
propriety of farther postponing the ballot 
in consequence of the approach of the cir- 
cuit- might become matter for subsequent 
consideration. But he made no pledge, 
nor did he think the right hon. geut, either 
then or-since believed him to have made 
any pledge upon this subject. - The noble 
lord, - after re-stating the manner in which 
he was led into the mistake of presenting 
this petition sooner than the petitioners 
wished, and commenting upon what he 
called the ‘ right hon. gent.’s perversion’ of 
the fact,’ declared that he did not know 
until the preceding day,. who were the 
counsel employed on either side, and con- 
cluded with expressing a hope that. the: 
house would not countenance a motion 
supported upon such light grounds, and 
- brought forward only four days before the: 
day fixed for the-ballot. - 
- Lord Howick thought the house ‘should 
_ be always jealous of motions of this na- 
ture, and decide’ upon them with the ut- 
most impartiality, With regard to what 
had passed on: this subject on a former oc- 
casion, he could not hesitate to say that the. 
impression: ‘upon his‘mind, from what the 
noble Jord had said, was precisely the sattié 
as that stated by his right hon. friend. He 
would enter into no contest with the noble 
lord as to. accuracy of memory, or as to thé 
cise words he’used: but -most certainly 
he understood -the express condition of his 


right hon. friend’s assent to the motion was 
this, that if thé circuit should interfere with 
the day then named, the noble lord would | 
coucur in a farther postponement. It wag 
undér these circumstances, for the house 
}to consider, whether his right hon. friend 
had made out such a case as entitled him tg 
the indulgence for which he applied. 

Lord Folkestone, in explanation, again 
denied that he made any pledge. 

The Attorney-General declared, that 
having heard the noble lord, the last time 
this subject was under consideration, the 
impression upon his mind, from what the 
noble lord said, was precisely the same as 
that which his noble friend who spoke last 
entertained; Without at all implicating 
the noble lord, waom he conceived as much 
labove joining in such a thing as any man 
in that bouse, he could not help observing 
that the circumstance of naming the 24th 
of Feb., a day which it was known would 
be'so néar the circuit,’ had very much the 
appearance of a statagem on t! e part of the 
petitioners. For they were not unaware’ 


that the two able counsel, Mr. Serjeant 
Lens and Mr. Scarlet, who were retuined 
for His right hon. frieud, would be on the’ 


circuit, while their eminent advocate, M 
‘Plumer, would be if town. 

Mr. Perceval could not speak with confis 
dence as to the words used in the convers 
sation which took place when this subject 
last before the house; for his atten* 
tion to it was not so diligent as to justify’ 
any reliance on his memory. But,’ fron’ 
the general impression on his mind; he 
could not say that-he understood the noble 
lord had made any such pledge-as that re« 
ferred to. Nor did the right hon. gent, 
(Mr. Sheridan) appear to bim ‘to have at 
all pressed any point as to counsel ; for he 
spoke rather in an air-of triumph, as if he 
relied on the total abandonment of the pes . 
tition, ‘and that the house would héar no 
more of it. The absence of counsel on the 
circuit he thought very insufficient ground’ 
to-allege for the postponement of “a ques+ 
tion’of this nature; for upon that ground 
all the” petitions before the house: might be 
Peter Moore regretted that the 
berality of his right lion. friend should’ 
‘have prompted ‘him in a former instancé to’ 
‘consent to the postponement of this mea- 
sure,» But ‘he recollected well the condi+’ 
tion ‘upon ‘which ‘that consent was-given;" 
condition séemed now 80 


titely forgotten by the noble lord, | Witlr 
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d to the petition, if the petitioners: 


way of promoting the moral: and’ intellee= 


would forego: the aid of their counsel, be}'tual improvement of the’ lower orders in 


was sure his right hon. friend could; un- 
‘aided by any counsel, have no hesitation 
to go to-trial at once with them, notwith- 
standing all the confidence of their boast- 
ing, all the activity of their enquiries, and 
all the acrimony of their contrivances. 
Lord Folkestone contended that. the 
Jearned gent, (the attorney-general) was 
not warranted from any part of the conduct 
of the petitioners, in imputing to them any 
description of fraud or stratagem,—After 
some farther conversation, the house divi- 
ded; for Mr. Sheridan’s motion 167 ; 
against it 12; majority 155. The order 
fur'a ballot was then fixed for Tuesday 
the 14th of April. 
{Irnisa Szervices.] 
The house resolved itself into a comniittee 
of supply, to which the various accounts 
respecting the Irish Miscellaneous Services 
had been previously referred. Sir John 
Newport moved, and it was resolved by 
the committee, that the several sums in thé 
respective estimates, be granted for bis ma- 
jesty’s further services to which they re- 
ferred, for the: year ending the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1808.- 
Mr. H. A. Herbert observed upon the 
resolution voting a certain sum to the as- 
suciation for discountenancing vice and 
promoting the knowledge of religion and 
virtue, that however he might respect the 
individuals composing that body, he could 
not ‘entirely approve of any se:f-created 
corporation, not relying upon their own 
voluntary contributions. 
Sir J. Newport said, that the grant now 


any country, but above all in Ireland. 
| On the Resolution that a sum of 50004, 
‘be grantedefor the Roman Catholic college, 
at Maynooth, in addition to thé sum of 
8,000/. avnually, which additional grant 
was for the erection of other buildings, for 
the further accommodation of the stadents 
in that seminary, a short’ cofiversation 
took place. 
Mr. Perceval had no objection, as this 
establishment had been founded previous 
to the union, to granting the sum of 8,000/, 
as usual; but as he looked upon the pre- 
sent proposed addition as the commence~ 
ment of an increasing expenditure, which 
would tend to make that institution rival 
the university of Deblin, and tend to the es- 
tablishment of the catholie réligion, he felt 
it his duty to expréss his dissént to it'in 
the first instance, though he did not then’ 
to ‘press his opposition to a division. 
If he was rightly informed, the youth of the 
Romaw catholic gentry were educated in 
the university of Dublin, before the esta- 
blishment of this institution; which prac- 
tice had wholly ceased since. If this ad~ 
dition were in this instance to be grarited, 
it would be the foundation for a further 
application next year, and hé was against — 
the policy of giving any encouragement to: 
the growth of the Romamcatholic religion, 
Sir John Newport observed, that the 
question was, not whether the catholic 
clergy should be educated in foreign coun~ 
tries, or at home; for, inthe present state 
of Europe, they could not go for education 
to foreign countries. The question there-. 


called for, was for the purpose of enabling} fore was, whether they should be educated 


the association to purchase a quantity of 
Bibles and ‘Testaments, in order to retail 
theni ata very low rate to the lower orders 
of the community. c 

Mr. Corry wished i: to be generally un- 
derstood, that the sunis now: called for, 
for the miscellaneous services, of Ireland, 
were in principle guaranteed by the union 
compact; as to the association interested 
in the resolution now before the committee, 
that association was incofporated before 
the’ union, and sanctioned: uniforinly. by 
the’ parliament of Ireland; and’ most 
deservedly so, for the country had 
rived the most inestimable advantages 


Mr. Wilserforce thought the diffision 


at all. Every gentleman would admit, 

that the catholics could not, by being edu- 
cated abroad, be rendered better subjects, 
and that a domestic education for them 
was most desirable. Since the éstablish- 

iment of the institution by the disuse of fo~ 
reign education, the demand for a supply 
of catholic clergymen had increased, in 

order to replace the infirm or the dead, 
and had increased to such a degree that 
the college did’ not afford sefficient. It 
‘had on that account been recommended by. 
the government of Ireland to increase the 
grant, for the purpese of providing greater 
accommodations. The petition was solely 
for the education of the catbolic clergy; 
bat a lay seminary had been established 


Bibles and Testaments best ‘possibile 


the professors of the college. ‘I'he catholics 


near the college, which had the benefit of — 
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had ‘not: been-allowed to enter the univer- 
sity of Dublin till the relaxation in 1793, 
and this. institution had immediately been 
founded. 


Mr. H. A. Herbert said, that there was ! 


not an item in the whole. accounts, to 
_ which he should give so hearty and cordial 
ap assent, as that which was now before 
the committee; he insisted, that if we 
were in earnest with the people of Ireland, 
if Maynooth college was not a. mockery, 
we'should not hesitate to give the grants 
necessary for its maintenance. 

Mr. Perceval said, that many of the 
catholic: gentry. were educated in the pro- 
testant.university of Ireland, before the 
erection. of Maynooth college ; but that 
since that impolitic measure, the number of 
catholic pupils in,Dublin college had con- 
siderably diminished. 

Sir J.,.Newport thought, that the right 
hon. gent. must have been misinformed on 
that head, as before the year 1793.no Ro- 
man catholic students were admissible. 

Mr. Perceval further contended against, 

_ the policy of any institution for the encou- 
ragement of Catholicism in Ireland, to the 
manifest injury of Protestantism. i 
_ Sir J. Newport denied that there 
lay institution of the nature asserted by the 
_hon:.member; the college founded. and 
supported by government, was for the edu- 
cation of the priesthood, and the priest- 
hood only; instruction tothe laity how- 


ever, he admitted, might have been a se-} 


Mr. Grattan said, that the question lay 
within a -narrow compass; whether the 
Romancatholic was to go abroad ; form 
foreign connections; involve himself in 
foreign relations, and bring home foreign 
affections to his country; or whether he was 
to remain in his native land, and there ac- 
quire the instruction he was there to dis-, 
-seminate? If this could be.as well effected 
in the college of Dublin, he should rejoice 
at it; for he would.ever wish to see, the 
catholic and protestant walking hand, in 
hand together ; he would wish to have them 
deting»im such co-operation as to have jn 
-¢omnion the one grand impulse, and the 
one grand end;; but the expence of in- 
struction was complained of. What was the 
expence? 13,000/. ; and what was, got by 
that 13,000/.? the instruction of 3 millions 
and a half of people; this. would be more 
than economy; it would be worse than 
parsimony; keep. the Roman catholic at 
me; home education will 


giance; foreign education’ can engender 
no great loyally; kept at home and taught 
to love his country, he must revere its go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Bankes thought the - institution 
highly .impolitic, and maintained that 
catholicism in Ireland should be discoy- 
raged rather than upheld. . 

_ Captain Herbert warmly supported. the 

institution, and illustrated its policy, by an 
allusion to a. certain occurrence in the 

French revolution, at the expulsion of the 

priests, and the consequent degradation of 
the protestant clergy. 

Lord, Stan/ey approved of the principle 
of the institution.—The resolutions were: 
then agreed to, and on the house resuming, 
the report was ordered to be received on 
Monday. 

{Stave Trape Bru} 
Lord Howick moved the order. of the 
day for the second, reading of the Slave. 
Trade Abolition Bill. { 

General Gascoyne suggested propri.. 
ety of deferring the hearing of counsel till 
Monday, on the ground that on the first 
reading of the bill, it was understood that 
the whole of this day was to. be occupied 
with this most important question, and. 
‘that at that hour of the evening it was — 
not likely there would be such an atten- 
dance to hear the arguments of couisel 
with patience and decorum, as the magni~. 
tude of the measure required, 

Lord Howick was as much disposed as 
any anan ‘o consider t’:is as a question of 
great importance: perhaps it was the 
most important that had ever been sub- 
mitted to a legislative body; but when the 
house was told that this was an inconve- 
nient hour to hear counsel, and to hear. 
counsel alone, for it was understood that. 
no debate was to follow, he did not see 
how such an assertion could be supported. 
He certainly regrettcd that such a delay 
had ovcurred, which was to be attribu-. 
ted to. the unexpected time that had been. 
‘occupied by the public business that had 
been brought forward on that evening. 
It was not a very late hour, and he was 
of opinion, that there was a fuller atten- 
dance at that time than could be expected: 
at the hour proposed by the hon. gent. op- 
posite.-Gen. Gascoyne. declaring that he. 
did not mean to persevere in his recom- 
Lmendation of postponement, counsel were. 
then called in, in the. following; order > 
Mr. Dallas, for the merchants and plan- 


ters of Jamaica; Mr. Alexander, for the” 


‘ 
i 
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“merchants of London trading to Africa; 
Mr. Scarlett, for the merchants and plan-| 
‘ters of Trinidad; Mr. Clarke, for the 
mayor, corporation, and merchants of Li- 
-werpool. After Mr. Dallas" had pleaded 
at considerable length, he prayed, that 
“evidence might be called in to prove the 
truth of his assertions. He was then or- 
dered to withdraw, and gen. Gascoyne 
- moved, that evidence should be called to 
the bar. Mr. Fuller seconded the motion, 
Lord Howick was persuaded, that the 
hon, gent. could not believe that the mo- 
- tion would be acceded to. Not any thing 
that the counsel had stated was new to the 
house, except one point, the relative situ- 
-ation of St. Domingo and Jamaica, and 
this was a mere matter of opinion. If 
after so many years of enquiry, the house 
still went on to investigate this subject, 
they would never come to a decision. 
Mr. Fuller deemed it extremely unfair 
‘to prevent evidence from being heard in 
support of the op:tions of the learned 
-counsel. As to what the noble lord said 
)about opinion, what was the state of this 
‘country ? was it not governed by opi- 
' -nion? Was not the admiralty influenced 
" . by the opinion of a noble earl, a near con- 
nection of the noble lord’s (earl St.‘ Vin- 
cent), who had the other evening made a 
“speech on this subject in the house of 
lords? He was desirous of hearing the 
evidence of those who were acquaiuted 
' with the subject; and, when such an im- 
mense property was at stake, if there was 
any fairness, propriety, or decorum iv 
the house, they would agree to the motion, 
General ‘Gascoyne expressed’ himself 
_ surprised at the opposition of the noble 
lord. If any evidence could. illustrate 
this momentous subject, it was the evi- 
dence of the two respectable persons whom 
the learned counsel wished to call to the 
bar. Did the ‘noble lord mean ‘to say, 
that all that had been urged by the learned 
counsel was matter of opinion, and. that 
nothing new had been stated by bim ? The 
mere hearing of counsel, without allow- 
ing evidence to be called to support their 


statements, was a mockery. | 

» Mr. Hibbert recommended that evidence 

‘should be called 
Sir C. Pole urged the production of evi- 

dence, and declared that he could ' prove 

that the immediate abolition of the slave 

trade would be the most barbarous pro- 


‘ceeding, even'to the negro ‘himself, 
© Mr. Wilberforce had not heard in the 


whole of the pleadings of the learned 
counsel a single new point, except that 
which had been justly termed by the noble 
lord matter of opinion, Evidence was 
therefore unnecessary. It was still less 
so in the present case, because one of the 
witnesses alluded to was a member of that 
house who,vould be heard in his place with 
that deference to which he was so justly 
entitled. Nor did he think the governor 
of a West-India island .the most proper 
person to examine as to the state of a negro 
slave. If any one wished to énquire into 
the condition of a peasant in this country, 
would he ask persons of rank and conse- 


quence? Would he not rather apply to 


those who were of an humbler class, who 
were more intimately acquainted with the 
subject ? With regard ‘to any further evi- 
dence, he was convinced that the house 
would see no reason for it, when they con- 
sidered that for the last three years, both 
down stairs and in committees, every spe- 
cies of evidence that could possibly eluci- 
date the question, had been gone into.— 
The question was put, “ That the counsel 
be again called in, and directed to proceed 
with his evidence,” and negatived without 
a division. Mr. Alexander then proceeded 
with his pleadings, and afterwards Mr. 
Clarke. At the close of the speeches of 
each of the Jearned counsel, he requested 
that evidence might be called in; and ge- 
neral Gascoyne made successive motions 
to that effect, which were negatived with- 
out a division. Mr. Scarlett was then heard 
for the island of Trinidad; he also con- 
cluded by requesting that evidence should 
be adduced ; and after having rétired, was 
again called in, on the motion of lord 
Howick, to state the paints on which be 
wished that evidence should be examined. 
They were in substance, the Joss that 
would be sustained by ¢ertain persons who 
had been induced by the British govern- 
ment to become settlers, After the learned 
gent. had again withdrawn, ~ © 
Mr. Wilberforce remarked, that this was 
not the proper time for hearing such evi- 
dence, If the question of compensation 
should, at a subsequent period, be brought 
before the house, that would be the oppor- 


tunity for receiving it. 


Mr. Howarth warmly urged the pro- 
priety of hearing evidence. He trusted 
justice would be ‘done to the white, as well 
as the black, and moved that’ the coun- 
sel be called'in, and ‘directed to proceed 


with his evidence. - 
3 


| 

| 
1 
| | 
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_ Lord Howick opposed the motion, .The 
~ Fearned counsel had stated two points whith 
he wished to establish by evidence. The 
‘first was, that no more ground could be 
cleared in the island of Trinidad without 
fresh importation of slaves; the second 
_ that great loss would be sustained by the 
“ settlers by the abolition of the trade. The 
‘first- was a self-evident propésition, and, 
‘would lead merely to a question of policy : 


- the second wi be a question of future | 


consideration. Those who demanded com- 
pensation, might hereafter submit. their 
case to the house, who were never backward 
in listenifig to the claims of justice. _ 
~ General Gascoyne could not forbear ex- 
pressing his satisfaction that the principle 
of indemnity seemed to be acknowledged, 
by the noble lord. 
- Lord Howick in explanation said, that 
he had only stated a general principle. | 
‘Sir P. Francis, was not willing to allow, 
the possibility of a'case in which the public. 
‘ought to compensate an individual for any. 
Tosses which might arise from the aboliiion 
‘of such iniquitous practices. 
Mr. Roscoe declared, that, after having | 
‘performed the great duty oi abolishing the 
- Slave Trade, which had so disgraced the. 
land, he thought the house bound to con- 
‘sider the situation of those who should suf- 
fer from the annihilation of a system so 
‘Tong sanctioned by the Legislature. , 
‘Nir. R. Thornton thought that there 
would be few cases entitled to compensa- 
tion. Those engaged in commercial con- 
cerns were necessarily exposed to risks, 
and sufficient warning had long been given 
to those engaged in this abominable trafic, 
_ Mr. S. Stanhope conceived that it would 
be convenient if the principle on which 
compensation would be allowed was stated 
‘before the passing of the present bill.—The 
motion was then negatived without a di- 
vision. After which, lord Howick moyed 
that the bill be committed, and the, debate 
‘motion on that was adjourned till Mon- 
HOUSE OF COMMOXS., 


“Monday, February, 23. 


on Thursday, make @ motion of complaint 
against aperson who had this day appeared 
‘before the committee on the Sandwich 


the Downpatrick committee, that they had 
met, and pursuantto the act, issued a com. 


which they adjourned as the act directs; 
and they had directed him to apply to the 
house for leave to adjourn, until the com. 
missioners should make a report.—Mr, 
Eyre reported from the Chippenham com- 
mittee, that Charles Brook, esq. was not 
duly elected; that James Dawkins, esq, 
was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned, and that the opposition to the 
petition was not frivolous nor vexatious, 
It was then ordered that the’ deputy 
clerk of the crown should attend 
morrow, to amend the said return, by era- 
sing the name of the former, and inserting 
that of the latter. 

[Poor-Laws Mr. Whitbread 
presented to the hoi*2, according to order, 
a bill for the promoting and encourage. 
ment of Industry amongst the Labouring 
classes of the community, and for the more 
effectual relief and regulation of the crimi- 
nal and necessitous Poor. In answer toa 
question from Mr. E. Morris, relative to 
the 2d reading of the bill, Mr. W. stated, 
that he proposed to move the 2d reading 
of the bill the next day, and hoped the 
house would have no objection to its going 
through a committee pro formd, with a 
view to have the blanks filled up in order 
that it might go to the country in an intel- 
ligible shape. No gentleman, of counsel, 
would be pledged in any respect to the 
measure by acquiescing in this course, and 
as it was to be re-committed after the ho- 
lidays, it would be competent to any hon. 


not approve of it, or move an instruction 
to the committee for dividing the biil, on 
the motion for the speaker’s leaving the 
rchair, 

. Mr. Morris stated, that it had been his 


‘Jintention to oppose the whole bill; but if 
it vere to be divided, he should not object 


to that part which provided for the edu- 


Mr. Faller, chairpan.of 
‘the Maidstone committee, appeared at the 
bar, and reported to the houge tbat George 
Simson, and George Longman, esqis. 
‘were duly elected to jn this, present 
parliament, and that the petition agginst 
them was not frivolous nor 


sation yn of the poor. As the other parts of 
the bill would go to an alteration of the 
whole system of /poorslaws, of the law of 
settlement, and of the county rate, he could 


not giye them bis assent. 
Abate 2 reading the next day would be 
the most convenient stage for him to state 


his objections to the measure, especially a8 


E. Knatchbull gave notice, that he would 


Road bill.—Mr. D, P. Coke reported from: 


mission to take evidence in Irelaid, 


gent, to oppose the principle if he could | 


He conceived 
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doubtedly his right to press his objections 
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he was not aware that it would be necessary | parliament, previous to the first agitation 
for him to occupy the time of the house] of this question. Another class, consisted 
at any great length, and he thought it de-| of those who had suffered in their prope 
sirable that the objections should go with|ties by insurrections of the negroes, or by 
the measure to the consideration of the | wars or invasions on the part of the enemy. 


blic. 


He did not propose that any compensation: 


pa 

. Mr. Whitbread thought it would be bet-} should be granted, except in cases where 

ter that his hon. friend should wave his op-| the claims should be approved of by com- 
ition for the present, and reserve what} missioners appointed for the purpose. 


ther stage of its progress. 


_ he had to urge against the bill till some fur-| There were other classes of persons whose 
A partial dis-| cases, though deserving attention, he did 


cussion could not lead to any good pur-| not then think it necessary to allude to, 
pose, and particularly on a proceeding that|and he mentioned those he had enume. 


was merely pro formd. IWlis hon. friend, 


rated, just to shew that his views of com- 


no more than any other gentleman, would | pensation were more limited than was ge- 
be pledged to the measure, by allowing it | nerally supposed. 


to pass unopposed through this formal stage. 
He hoped, therefore, that his hon. friend 
would not persist in his intention of stating 


Lord Howick replied, that he was-cer- 
tainly not authorised, in this stage of the 
business, to give any consent to such a 


his objections at present, but reserve them | proceeding: at the same time he admitted 


for some future stage. 


the candid manner in which the hon. gent. 


Mr. Morris was proceeding to state his| had stated his views of the limited amount 


reasons for wishing to submit his objec- 

tions to the measure the next day, when 
The Speeker thought it right-to apprise 

the hon. member, that, though it was un- 


in this instance, it was neither usual nor 
customary, according to the practice of the 
house, for any hon. gent. to resist the framers 
of any measure, which was to introduce a 
new system, in bringing it forward in what- 
ever manner they might deem most con- 
yenient, 

Mr. Morris thanked the Speaker for his 
intimation, and agreed to wave his right.— 
The bill was then ordered to be read a se- 
cond time to-morrow. 

[Stave Trave Mr. 
Manning observed, that in the event of the 
bill for the abolition of the slave trade pas- 
sing into a law, he should feel it his duty 
to move for the appointment of.a commit- 
tee to consider of the propriety of granting 
compensation to certain classes of persons, 
whose interest would be affected by it He 
wished to ask his majesty’s ministersthere- 
fore, whether they were authorised to ac- 
cede to such a proceeding? The compensa- 
tion he had in view, was much more limit- 
ed than might be supposed, and he thought 
this the proper stage for him to lay in his 
claim on behalf of a few classes of persons, 
whom he thought justly entitled to the 
consideration of the legislature. The first 
class were, those who had purchased land 
under commissions granted by his majesty 
for thesale of them. The nextc!ass, were 


of compensations. He took the opportu- 

nity of repeating what he had said on a for- 

mer night, that it was contrary to the prac- 

tice of parliament, to declare beforehand 

what might be the amount of compensation 

to be granted for possible losses by pro« 

posed political regulations. This was all 

he could say then on the subject, as he was 

not authorised to consent to the propo- 

sition of the hon. gent. 

The order for resuming the debate on 

the question for going into a committee on 

the Slave Trade Abolition bill, being read, 

Lord Howick said, he never came to the 

discussion of any subject with more eme 

barrassment, than.on the present occasion. 

The question had been so often agitated, 

that every hon. member could not but’be 

acquainted with all its details. Yet the 

measure was of such importance in itself, 
and he felt so much more deeply inte 
rested infit, than in any other measure 
that had been brought forward since he had 
a share in the administration of public af- 
fairs, that he could not reconcile it to him- 
self to bring the measure forward in that 
new parliament, without stating those 
facts, and that evidence upon which alone 
this question ought to rest. And in this 
he felt the difficulty of selection, lest he 
should tire the house by being too prolix, 
or omit any material part. There was at 
this moment no disposition to question the 
principle of this measure. It was univer- 
sally admitted by the merchants, the plan- 
ters: and all descriptions of persons, that 


those who had purchased lands on the faith of 
Vou, VIII. 


the slave trade, so far as regards Africa, 


‘ 


it 
d 
h 
vi 
d 
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was unjust and impolitic, founded in rob- 
bery, kidnapping and murder, and afford- 
ing an incentive to the worst passions and 
crimes. He was relieved, therefore, from 
proving that part of the case. He was. 
also relieved from the necessity of demon- 
strating the evils of the middle passage. 
No man, after the discussions that had 
taken place, could be prepared to contend 
for the luxuries of the middle passage. He 
left the hon. general to the enjoyment of his 
feelings, who bad considered the slave 
trade so great a blessing, that if it were 
not in existence at present, he should pro- 
pose to establish it, This traffic was said 
to be supported by the sanction of Scrip- 
ture ;. but to that observation he should 
reply in one sentence, that it was con- 
trary to the fundamental principles ° of 
Christianity, irreconcileable with that sum- 
mary of Christian duty, “ to do unto 


others, as you would they should do uato: 


you.” The principle was now given up, 
and the ground of justification narrowed to 
a question of policy and justice. It was 
said not. to be politic to abolish a trade 
that afforded such ample revenues for our 
commercial prosperity, and it was repre- 
sented as unjust to the merchants, ship- 
owners, and planters, whose properties 
were to be affected by the measure. He 


admitted that they were bound not to act'crease and prosperity of our commerce, 


pojustly to our own merchants, and ship- 
owners, but in doing justice to them they 
should take care that they did not commit 
jnjustice against the inhabitants of Africa. 
No, ultimate good was to be procured by 
means of immediate evil. But in place of 
doing injury to the West-India property by 
this measure of abolition, which was now 
about to be accomplished, he should shew 
that the West Indies would be benefited 
aod improved by it. The pérsons inte- 
rested in this measure were either the mer- 
chants engaged in the trade, the ship- 
owners, or the planters; and if be should 
shew that none of their interests would 
be injured by the measure, he was confi- 
dent all opposition to it must cease. The 
noblé lord here entered into a compa- 
rative statement of the amount of the tons 
nage engaged in the trade to Africa, and 
in the general export trade of this country, 
not including the export from Ireland, or 
the coasting trade, the result of which was 
that in the year 1805, the African tonnage 
was not quite 1-52d part of the whole ex- 
port tonnage; and the seamen employed, 
Rot quite 1-234 part of the seamen in the 
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in 1779 to 28, of which 11 were from 


general trade. He wished gentlemen tq 
consider, therefore,whether, in the flourish. 
ing state of our commerce, employment 
would not be found for this shipping, if not 
embarked in this traffic. .The noble lord 
then shewed by a similar comparative 
statement, that the proportion of the ca- 
pital embarked in the African trade, was, 
on the average of ten years preceding the 
year 1800, one 24th part of the whole ca- 
pital of the export trade. That capital 
must Rave since been reduced to a still 
lower proportion, by the operation of the 
slave carrying bill, and the bills which pro- 
hibited the importation of slaves into the 
colonies conquered from the enemy. What 
remained now was only a remnant of the 
trade for the supply of the old British cos 
lonies. The measures he had alluded to, 
had reduced that capital 4-7ths, so that 
there remained in the trade a capital which 
was not more perhaps than 1-80th of the 
whole export trade capital. The number 
of slaves yearly imported was but 15,000, 
which gave a capital of 250,000/, The 
value of the whole of the exports of this 
country was in 1805, 55 millions; so that, 
assuming the capital in slaves at double 
what he had stated, or 500,000/. it would 
be but 1-110th part of the whole export 
capital; and when they considered the iny 


notwithstanding the unjustifiable means 
taken by the enemy to stop its progress, 
there could be no doubt that various ways 
might, be devised of employing the capi- 
tal to advantage. Jt had been stated 
that the measure would ruin Liverpool, 
and cause the loss of the whole of its 
revenue from dock duties, which revey 
nue, however, was stated at only 5000/, 
To shew the fallacy of such a statement, 
he had only to direct their attention, 
to certain facts contained in the ac 
counts upon the table. In 1772, this coun; 
try employed 175 ships in the African trade, 
of which 100 were from Liverpool; the 
number of vessels in this trade was reduced 


Liverpool. Inthe same year, the dock du- 
ties produced but 4,552/.; whereas, in the 
latter, they had produced 4,9571.; a satisfac 
tory proot that the dock duties did not de- 
pend upon the slave trade. It had been said 
that this trade afforded a good supply of sea- 
men tothe navy. But this he denied. It 
appeared by the muster-books from Liver- 
pool, which had been laid. before the house 


in 1793, that the mortality amongst the seas 


\ 


| 
\ 
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men in that trade was to the mortality in 
the West-India trade as eight toone. A 
traffic, therefore, so destructive of the sea- 
menemployed in it, could not beconsidered 
beneficial to the navy. ‘The readiness with 
which the men entered the king’s ships on 
their arrival in the West Indies, shewed 
what their opivion of that trade was. The 
practice was for men to desert to the mer- 
chant service in every other branch of 


“trade, but from this they voluntarily en- 


tered the-king’s ships. What was to be 
thought of the policy of procuring such 
an improvident supply, if even it were to 


be admitted, that the trade did afford a 


supply to the navy ?—Having thus proved 
that no material loss would result from 
the abolition in point of tonnage for ex- 
portation, or in point of supply to the 
navy, the noble lord proceeded to consider 
the effects of this measure upon the West- 
Jndia islands. ‘Those who were averse to 
the abolition, did not insist so much upon 
its effects with regard to the further im- 
provement of the islands, as upon the loss 
which would be sustained in their present 
cultivation by the excess of the deaths 
over the births. But, before he entered 
upon the general principle of population, 
and the experience of other countries, he, 
would examine how the case stood with 
regard to those islands. Returns had been 
procured from various islands previous to 
the year 1800 ; and subsequent to that, que- 
ties had been put to them with a view to 
obtain additional lights respecting their si- 
tuation. To these the answers were par- 
tial and defective; but as far as they went, 
they confirmed the calculations made by 
Mr. Pitt in the year 1792, the results 
of which were, that the number of births 
was increasing, and the number of deaths 


diminishing : and when the causes were 


considered that checked the population of 
the West Indies, there was reason to be- 


‘ lieve that, by the regulations which the 


abolition would produce, nature would 
there, as in other countries, accomplish 
her own ends, and that the population 


would: maintain itself. The calculations 


had been stated often, but in a new parlia- 
ment to restate the results would be use- 
ful. In Jamaica, from 1761 to 68, the 
excess of the deaths above the births was 
25,000; from 68 to 74, 11,000; from 74 
to 87, 20,000; and in 1804-5, it appeared 
that the excess of deaths was only 2§8 in 
eight parishes in Jamaica. In the. first 


period, the decrease was 2 and a quarter 
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per cent., in the second 1 per cent., in the 
third 3-5ths per cent., and in the fourth 1 
out of 1456. This last decrease was so 
minute, that the balance was nearly equal ; 
and it must be observed, .that in this states 
ment, the deaths among the newly-im- 
ported slaves, where by far the greater pro- 
portion occurred, were always included. 
In Dominica the births exceeded the. 
deaths, and also in the Bermudas and Baha-~ 
mas ; but he did not much rest upon them, 
because the climate and the nature of the 
labour might be stated as the cause. The 
importations were considerably diminished 
in Barbadoes, Montserrat, &c. &c. So 
much with regard to the West-India is- 
lands in their present state. But, accord. 
ing to the principle of population confirmed 
by experience, the numbers would inérease, 
unless checked by some powerful cause. . 
The slave population in North America, | 
according to Mr. King, if they continued 
to multiply at the rate they did when he 
wrote, would double their number in twenty 
years. In St. Helena, since the importa- , 
tion of slaves was prevented, the slave 
population increased. ‘The .Maroons.in- 
creased in Jamaica under all their disad-. 
vantages; as did the Caribbs in St. Vin= 
cent’s. In Bencoolen, the most unhealthy 
place in the world perhaps, the population 
increased. ‘The cold climate in North 
America, as well as the labour, consisting 
in the cultivation of the ground for rice, 
was peculiarly hostile to the negro con- 
stitution, and yet there, as it appeared, 
they multiplied with rapidity. What, 
then, were the causes that checked the 
population in the West Indies ? Two prin- 
cipal causes were assigned: the dispro~- 
portion between the sexes, and the pro- 
miscuous intercourse among them. With 
regard to the former, the planters had full 
warning ; and might have provided against 
the circumstance. ‘The disproportion, he 
believed, was greatly magnified. With 
regard to the latter cause, the remedy lay 
with the planters themselves, who ought to 
promote the education and morals of their 
slaves.. But there were other causes that 
checked the population: bad food, severe - 
treatment, and want of proper accommo- 
dation. The effect of the abolition would. 
be to remove these causes, and to promote 
the morals and comfort of the negroes. 
He meant no reflection on the planters, 
who in general were respectable men. The 
blame lay with their agents abroad. That 


bad treatment impeded“ the population, 
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appeared from Mr. Long’s history of Ja- 
maica; who, though no friend to the abo- 
lition, stated that the population increased 
in proportion to the good treatment and 
moderate labour.. He denied that the 
prevention of importation would increase 
the labour of those that were left, for the 
slaves had been imported to supply the va- 
cancies by the excess of deaths, and for 
the purpose of extending the cultivation. 
To shew that bad treatment and severity 
diminished the usefulness of the negro, he 
mentioned the fact that a negro, in cylti- 
vating the piece of ground given to him- 
self, did more in half a day than he would do 
in a whole one under the lash of an unfeel- 
ing overseer. The argument was peculi- 
arly striking when applied to the female 
sex, who were often employed so as to 
destroy the child before it was born, 
orso as.to prevent its being brought up. 
A proper care and attention, he was 
persuaded, would produce a rapid increase. 
—We, said the noble lord, are told by the 
enemies to this measure, that the West-In- 
dia Islands will be put in a state of revolt, 
if we agree to the abolition; that it will 
create a spirit of disaflection and rebellion. 
The preamble to the billis particularly com- 
plained of, because it declares, that the traf- 
fic in slaves is contrary to the dictates of 
justice and humanity. Is it necessary, sir, 
to tell the negro, who is torn from his na- 
tive land, his ‘wife, his children, and his 


_ friends, that that act of violence, which tears 


bim from all his former endearments in 
life, is contrary to humanity? This is a 
principle which is implanted in his breast 
by the great hand of the Almighty. Yet 
it is said, it is told them by the preamble of 
the bill! Ifhe cannot see it upon the wounds 
inflicted on the back of his fellow sufferer, 
if he cannot hear itin the cries of his fellow 
slave, are we to suppose that he will read 
it in the preamble of a bill? Such an argu- 
ment is futile and absurd; and what is 
more, too, I may say, that the planters and 
West-India merchants themselves do not 
believe it, or if they dd, never was the con- 
duct of men more imprudently regula- 
ted. Afrer 20 years, during which this 
question has been often agitated, is the 
house to he told, that all the debates which 
have taken place, all the motions and re- 
solutions which bave been made by the 
house of commons, all the reports that 
have in consequence gone forth, declaring 
that their slavery was contrary to humani- 
ty, have had no effect in inducing that cun- 


‘ 


viction, which is so anxiously, at present,’ 
wished to be avoided in the preamble ofa 
bill? Tlas not the Jamaica Gazette, on 
various occasions, stated the very means 
by which that insurrection might be pros 
duced, by which their plans of revolt might 
be organized, aud -a stimulus and incite. 
ment afforded to the negroes to carry their 
operations into effect? Look at the state 
of these islands for the last 20 years, and: 
say, is it not notorious, that there never 
were sO few insurrections, amongst the ne« 
groes, as at the very time they knew that. 
such: an abolition of this infamous traffic 
was under discussion? But, it bas been 
argued, that the non-importation of fresh: 
negroes would tend to impose additional 
labour uporr the old ones already in the. 
islands; but this is a consequence which 
I am far from thinking would follow ; for 
is it not well known, that the newly im- 
ported negroes are not calculated, at least: 
for a length of time, to diminish the la- 
bours of those who are actually employed 
in clearing and cultivating the new grounds? 
What source of consolation could it be to 
the old negroes to behold fresh importa- 
tions of their unhappy countrymen, doomed 
to endure similar slavery with themselves ? 
ne only effect this could produce, would 

that of sowing the seeds of continual 
insurrection. But the prohibition to ime 
port fresh negroes, could not be fairly ads 
duced as a motive why the old ones should 
revolt. It was proved by experience and 
fact, that in those islands, where there was 
no regular supply of fresh negroes, no ine 
surrection ever took place. With respect 
to the general security of the islands, ‘the 
danger does not arise from those negroes 


used to their masters, but from those who 
have been freshly imported, and are smart- 
ing under recent wrongs. The case of the 
island of St. Domingo has been cited by 
the anti-abolitionists, as an example of 
caution. I, sir, in my turn, would beg 
leave to cite the events which took place 


courage successive importations ; for, is it 
not well known, that in that ill-fated is 
land, there had been unusually large im- 
portations from Africa, previous to the 
insurrections and intestiné commotions 
which prevailed? Other causes, indeed, 
might have co-operated, and have had their 
efiect ; the passions of men had been set 
loose and inflamed, at the commencement 
of the French revolution, throughout every 


who have been long settled in them, and . 


in that island, as a warning how we en- | 
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_ perhaps, it may be fit matter of enquiry, 
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of that empire: hence St. Domingo 
became a prey to intestine commotions, 
and was divided into different political par- 
ties, each of which in their turn endea- 
youred to avail themselves of the assistance 
of the blacks; but the fresh and large 


ried on during that period, so far from di- 
minishing, tended greatly to increase the 
danger. If, indeed, it were proposed by 
the present measure, that the negroes 
should at once be emancipated, I acknow- 
ledge that there would be just reason to 
apprehend scenes of terror; but nothing 
of this sort is in contemplation. It has 
been stated, that endeavours have already 
been made to excite the slaves at Jamaica 
into insurrection, from the example of St. 
Domingo. I allow it possible, that emis- 
saries from the latter island may have been 
sent to Jamaica; but as the best means to 
render abortive such attempts, I would 
say, attach your negroes of Jamaica to 
your service by good treatment and a kind 
system; at any rate, new importations 
would not diminish, but rather increase the 
danger of insurrection. Experience con- 
firms the fact. In Surinam, when a Dutch 
colony, the masters made use of the most 
rigorous treatment towards their slaves, 
and there insurrections broke out; where- 
as, in the islands where the negroes have 
been treated with kind usage, they have 
even protected their masters, when threat- 
ened with attack. But, on this subject, 
we, who are advocates for the abolition of 
this traffic, have been branded as theorists 
and enthusiasts, whilst we have, almost 
exclusively, facts and experience to allege, 
in opposition to the objections of the anti- 
abolitionists. —But, it has been also ob- 
jected, that this measure will tend to di- 
minish the white population in the islands, 
and that it will discourage those who go 
out from this country to theislands as book- 
keepers and overseers, with the hope of 
procuring plantations and making their 
fortunes » but the expectation of making 
large fortunes, cannot be considered as 
the main inducement for such persons to 
go from this country to the West Indies, 
but rather that they may obtain such a 
competent provision as they were not 
so likely to meet with at home. But, 


whether adequate measures have been 
adopted by the colonists themselves to 
keep up the white population, and sach a 
militia as may be needful to controul the 


negroes. But, are there no modes of em. 
ployment, in which the whites may be use- 


couragement for them to settle there ? 
I think, sir, that much may be done to en- 
courage their settlement in these islands, 
and that a great deal of what is now per- 
formed by the blacks, might be performed 
by means of machinery, as well as that 
there are a great many articles of useful 
labour to which the whites are competent. 
I hope, therefore, that one good effeet of 


the whites to settle in the West Indies, and 
to pursue such trades as those of black- 
smiths, coopers, &c. and thus to increase 
the proportion of whites to blacks. There 
have been repeated emigrations from the 
Highlands of Scotland to America; but in 
the upper lands of Jamaica, if I am not 
misinformed, there are better soils, where 
such as are driven by necessity from their 
native country might be usefully employed. 
—In short, sir, were I called to state my be- 
lief of what would be the measure of the 
greatest security and advantage to the West 
Indies, I would state this very measure. 
The negroes in the islands would then be- 
come attached to the soil, and to their 
masters, from kind treatment, and afford 
the increased means of defence from a foe 
reign enemy—But, there are one or twa 
general topics more, on this subject, to 
which I must briefly advert, before I sit 
down. We have been told, that if this bé 
considered as a measure of justice, we do 
not follow up our own principles; for, if 
slavery be in itself unjust, we ought to abo- 
lish it altogether. I think it sufficient to 
say, that the result of this measure will, I 
trust, lead to the abolition of slavery, ene 
couraged and assisted by such regulations 
as the wisdom of parliament may after- 
wards think fit to adopt. I trust, that by 
this measure slavery will gradually wear 
out without the immediate intervention 
of any positive law, in like manner as took 
place in the states of Greece and Rome, and 
some parts of modern Europe, where slaves 
have been permitted to work out and pur- 
chase their own freedom, and that such re- 
gulations may be adopted as have been in 
some of the Spanish and Portuguese colo- 
nies. In all the states of America, with the 


in some of the states, measures of gradual 
emancipation, by means of education, and 
the like, bave been adopted; and, F be- 


fully engaged in the West Indies, as anen- | 


the present measure will be to encourage - 


exception of one, the slave trade has actu-. 
ally been abolished; and aot only so, but - 
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lieve, that in some private estates, parti- 
cularly that of general Washington, the 
slaves have been actually emancipated : and. 
I would ask, whether any instance can 
be pointed out of insurrections and revolu- 
tions, in consequence of such measures? 
or rather, whether they have not, in such 
states, been peaceable and orderly? But, 
on the contrary, nothing is so apt to excitey 
revolt, as where the negroes in our islands 
witness the superior advantages which their 
brethren possess in America, But the abo- 
_lition of slavery must be gradually and not 
suddenly effected, and this, both on: the 
principles of justice to the planters, as also 
to the slaves themselves. For, in the pre- 
sent reduced circumstances of the slaves, 
’ to propose their immediate emancipation, 
would be to produce horrors similar to 
those which have already happened at St. 
Domingo. But it has been objected, that 
if we abandon this trade, other nations 
will. take it up. The same objection 
may be made use of. by them: thus, 
this argument proceeds in a circle, with- 
out leading to any satisfactory conclusion. 
¥ confess, sir, I am far from being sanguine, 
that even if peace were to take place to- 
morrow, any such general and liberal mea- 
sure would be adopted; but let us at least 
hope that France, which is contending with 
us for power, when it sees us take the lead, 
may be ashamed to confess itself inferior to 
us in liberality and virtue. At all events, 
this appears to be the most proper moment 
for effecting the salutary measure ; for the 
trade of France and Holland are nearly an- 
nihilated ; Denmark and America have al- 
ready abolished the traffic in slaves; Portugal 
alonecontinues it; and her trade is not 1-6th 
part of ours; and may we not hope, that Por- 
tugal herself, when she sees that other na- 
tions have abandoned this trade, willalso re- 
linquish it ?—I shall now, sir, only notice 
one other general argument, which has 
been made use of by the enemies of the abo- 
lition; namely, that this trade has been 
sanctioned by antiquity, as well as by the 
best of satesmen, particularly by lord Cla- 
rendon, and Mr. Locke, I entertain as 
_ great a respect as any one for such names ; 
although, as to the former, I do not look 
upon him as the best authority that could 
be quoted in favour of freedom; but 
surely it is attempting to prove too much, 
that because the slave trade was an abuse 
which they did not attempt to resist, there- 
fore, we must.continue it. The same ar- 


_ gument might be made use of against the 


reformation, because sir Thomas More did 
not immediately encourage it; and even 
in favour of torture, because this very sir: 

T. More encouraged the use of it inhis ° 
own court. With all due deference for 
authority, it must still be permitted us to 
judge for ourselves ; and when we are con« 
vinced that any institution is founded in: 
inhumanity, by whomsoever it may have. 
been sanctioned, we are bound to resist it... 
It is possible that this trade in its infancy — 
may not have attracted notice, or that 
those who countenanced it may not have 
been aware of its dreadful consequences ; 
and Mr. Locke may not, probably, have. 
examined this subject with the same atten- 


tion or accuracy with which he examined 


other subjects. But if, after all, we are to 
rest upon authority, I donot think it entirely 
rests on, one side. I might mention the: 
name of one as’ much entitled to respect, 
the president Montesquieu, who condemned 
this traffic ; but, not to quote other names, 
T cannot but recall to memory those illus- 
trious statesmen, this house and country 
have so lately lost—men who felt so deeply 
interested in the welfare of the state, and 
who beut all the force of their minds ow 
this great question, where all rivalship 
ceased. Tue names of Pitt and Fox are 
not inferior to any other, and we know how 
anxiously they wished for the abolition of. 
this trade, Let me call upon this house, 
then, in this first session, to pay that 
tribute to their memories; and, if we are: 
satisfied on the ground of facts, of expe- 
rience, of justice, of humanity, and of Chris- 
tianity, let us rear this monument, more 
dear and splendid to their memory than 
any other that can be erected. This mea- 
sure these great men left as a legacy to 
this house and to their country: the suc~ 
cess of it lay neartheir hearts, and was one 
of the last wishes expressed by my illus- 
trious predecessor. Upon this great ques- 
tion, which was nothing less than to give 
peace and happiness to Africa, all other 
differences for a moment subsided: ‘‘ Con- 
cidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes.” This isa 
subject which is most worthy of the atten- 
tion of the house of commons, and I trust 
it will be successfully carried. 
General Gascoyne lamented, that on this 
subject he had to contend not only against 
argument but prejudice, and without that 
evidence, which, if admitted, would have . 
shewn the dangerous tendency of the pre~ 
sent measure. He declared himself, upon 
every view of the subject, and after mature: | 
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consideration, confirmed in his former opi- 
nion. But that opinion had not been fairly 
. yepresented. ‘I'he noble lord had said,'that 
there was an individual so charmed with the 
slave trade, that even if it were abolished, 
he would move for its re-establishment ; 
but his (gen. Gascoyne’s) words were to 


_ this effect ; that seeing all the consequen- 


ces which resulted from the slave trade, 
and the flourishing state of the colonies, 
‘and that no other method had been found 
out for bringing them into that state but 
the cultivation by slaves, and that under 
this system our navy and commerce had so 
flourished, he should, rather than that our co- 
Jonies should remain uncultivated, wish the 
slave trade to be continued. Had the 


. noble lord been candid enough to have 


agreed to the production of evidence, he 
could not have denied this statement; but 
having rejected that evidence, which the 
learned counsel had offered to produce to 
substantiate their allegations, nothing re- 
mained but matters of mere assertion and 
opinion. This was a question of great 
importance to the commercial interests of 
the country in general, and to the town of 
Liverpool in particular. The noble lord 
had first adverted to the evidence which 
had been given in the year 1792, with 
respect to enormities in this trade then 
existing; but what proof had he brought 
forward of any thing similar now? The 
noble Jord had stated what had been 
the.case 20, and in some instances 40 or 
50 years ago, and quoted them as present 
existing evils. He had stated many of 
those evils which fcrmerly existed in the 
middle passage, before the restrictions and 
regulations of late years had been adopted. 
_ He had made an appeal to the passions 
whilst he.excluded the evidence of existing 
facts. ‘There was no one who would say 
that slavery was better than freedom; at 
the same time, looking at this subject as a 
matter of policy, it was requisite to consi~ 
der, first of all, what immediately related 
to ourselves, rather than what respected 
others, The noble lord had even applied 
the epithets of robbers, murderers, &c., 
and that not to the traders alone, but 
also to the colonists. What! did the noble 
mean to represent them as so cruel that no 
justice was to be expected from them? 
Surely this was a gross and an ill-founded 
charge! But thishe would maintain, that 
never had a proceeding of such magnitude 
been brought into that house, wherein there 


' pad been such a wantof justice and candour 


as to refuse the production of evidence. The 
noble lord had demanded, who were the 
persons that would appear, but such as were 
interested ? Undoubtedly, those persons 
would have appeared, who felt themselves 
injured by this measure. It had been pro- 
posed to adduce, also, the evidence of two 
most respectable persons, one a member of 
the upper house, and the other a mem= 
ber of this, who had been governors of colo- 
nies, but they also were refused. It had 
been insinuated, that the evidence propo- 
sed was the offspring of self-interest and 
party opinion; and, after all this, to talk 
of candour and justice, what was it buta 
mere mockery of the name? The noble 
lord had made various calculations, and 
drawn inferences from them, but the papers 
he had read his calculations from, were not 
before the house; he had never seen them, 
and therefore he could only consider all 
the arguments deduced from those papers 
tu be mere gratuitous assertions, and in 
some instances he knew them not to be 
founded in fact; and he would have pro- 
ved this to have been the case, had the op- 
portunity of calling in evidence not been 
refused. He much questioned whether the 
noble lord had received any information 
upon the subject. It appeared to him that 
he had mistaken the arguments of one 
counsel for another, and that his lordship 
had so blended the two subjects, as not to 
have drawn proper conclusions from them. 
This was a subject of magnitude in a com- 
mercial point of view; for it was no small 
matter of capital which employed two mil- 
lions, with 40,000 tons of shipping, and 
4,000 seamen; but all this had been 
treated as if unworthy of notice. The noble 
lord had argued as if the African trade was 
injurious to the navy; but it was unfair to 
infer the loss of seamen in the African 
trade, in as much as many of them were 
afterwards pressed in the West Indies; so 
that there was no more argument to prove 
the loss of men on board these ships, from this 
circumstance occurring, than of seamen, in 
ships from the East Indies or elsewhere, 
coming home in time of war. Had evi- 
dence been gone into, he should have proved 
that the seamen, on board these ships, 
coming fronr Africa to the West Indies, 
were not in such a state as had been repre- 
sented by the noble lord; and that so far 
from that mortality taking place, there had 
been no more mortality on board these ships 
than on board men of war; and that a 


greater mortality was experienced in carry 
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ing troops in transports from hence to the 
West Indies, than happened in the ships 
going from thence to Africa and the West 

dies. But from the manner in which 
this question had been treated, he confessed 
he had no expectation that justice would be 
done by the production of documents. 
One of the papers the noble lord produced, 
had formerly been laid on the table of the 
house, and consisted of the opinions of cer- 


_ tain governors in the West Indies ; and yet 


he now objected to the viod woce evidence 
of two most respectable men, the successors 
of these very governors, and who would 
have stated differently. So much for the 
feeling and candour of the noble lord and 
his friends ! The noble lord had then pro- 
ceeded to state the disproportion between 
the males and females in the West Indies, 
and, without informing the house whence 
he drew bis conclusions, asserted a varia- 
tion very different from the counsel at the 
bar, who would have proved by evidence 
the disproportion to have been betwixt 
four or five to one. From _ particular 
instances, the noble lord had drawn gene 

ral conclusions; he had also thrown the 
greatest defamation and sJander on the 
‘West-India planters with respect to their 
treatment of the female slaves, in cases of 
But can 


pregnancy, and after child-birth. 
it be supposed that the planters should be 
80 adverse, not only to the dictates of hu- 
manity, but to their own interest? for every 
female that had a child, thereby became 


more valuable to the owner. He declared 
that if he had not heard such language 
spoken in that house, and had it been re- 
— to him out of doors, he could not 
ve believed it. But if, after all, the pre- 
sent bill should pass, and if any insurrec- 
tion should take place in the islands, (as 
he really dreaded,) he declared, that he 
should have a right to conclude, that it 
was because this act bad passed, more es- 
pecially as the noblelord had acknowledged 
that for 20 years past no such insurrection 
had occurred. In his opinion, had a 
French general landed in any of the islands, 
with an address to the blacks to excite 
them to insurrection, no such attempt 
would have proved more successful than 
the preamble to the present bill. The noble 
lord thought, that some sort of machinery 
niight be substituted in place of the labour 
of the slaves ; but was it not most extraor- 
_dinary that the planters themselves,. who 
were so materially interested, should not 
ve conceived such a thing practicable? 


The noble lord said, with one bréath, that 
this was the proper time, and yet, with 
another, he fairly acknowledged that no, 
hopes could be indulged of the concur. 
rence of France. - But, for his own part, he 
could not but consider it as a most impro~ 
per time for bringing forward such a pro- 
position, for, without obtaining the co-opes 
ration of other states, the promoters of 
this measure would defeat their own object 3 
and, surely, if the slave trade was allowed 
toexist at all, according to the late regulas. 
tions, it appeared to be carried on with 
more lenity by this than by any other go» 
vernment. It sufficiently appeared, that 
Bonaparte would .never become a party 
to such a bill as the present; his object 
when applied to was obviously to evade, 
and now that the fanatic ideas of humanity 
and policy were broached, would he be 
ready to take it up? With regard to the 
Portuguese, he understood that they had 
actually written to Liverpool to engage 
captains and ships for this trade, merely in 
consequence of the resolutions of the last 
parliament. But, supposing the trade to 
be abolished, it would even then be impos 
sible for all the frigates of the British 
navy, without the concurrence and co-ope- 
ration of the colonists themselves, to pres 
vent the importation of slaves; it was the 
interest both of the traders and colonists 
to have slaves introduced. As to America, 
their prohibition merely extended to the 
introduction of slaves into America ; but if - 
permitted to trade at all, they would imme. 
diately adapt their trade to the introduc 
tion of slaves into our colonies. The noble 
lord had given no estimate of the loss 
which the colonists would sustain by the 
abolition of this trade, which amounted ta 
a property of 90 millions sterling, and the 
imports into the West Indies to between 4and 
5 millions,—a momentous part of the subs 
ject, but which the noble lord had kept to- 
tally out of view! With regard to the eman- 
cipation of the slaves, he had only to say, 
that the opinion of those who had the best 
local information on the subject, was, that 
such a measure would produce the downs 
fall of the empire. With regard to the 
gradual abolition of the trade, he should not 
have objected to it under proper restric- 
tions and regulations; butshould the present 
bill pass into a law, his belief was, that bes 
fore 12 months were at an end, conspira: 
cies and insurrections would take place ; and 
with regard to emancipation, that might take 
place in a way that was little wished for... 
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Mr. Roscoe was desirous of saying a few 
wotds on the present bill, both to satisfy 
hia own feelings, ‘and to fulfil the duty he 
bwed to his constituents. Whatever might 
have been supposed, the inhabitants of the 
town of Liverpool were by no means una- 
gimous in. resisting the abolition of the 
slave trade. Thé noble lord had so ably 
discussed the general principles of the 
measure, that he had very little in addi- 
tion to offer: one obvious effect he would 
hotice, namely, that whére the comforts of 
life were easily acquired, nature would ful- 
filber own designs, and the multiplication 
of the speciés would be secured. From 
excess of misery, disappointing these her 
benevolent intentions, the slave trade at 
first was resorted to; and when it became 
the interest of the planters to promote the 
happiness of this laborious class, the ob- 
struction to the increase would be removed 
and the popilation would answer ail the 
beneficial purposes conducive to the pro- 
sperity of these settlements. It would ba- 
tish that horrid maxim so familiar on the 
islands; that it is better to buy than to 
breed slaves; and the principles of huma- 
nity-would be so fortunately blended with 
the notions of commercial policy, that the 
felicity of that unfortunate class of beings 
would be finally consulted. So far was he. 
from thinking that the islands would be sa- 
crificed by this measure, that he was san- 
guine enough to believe it would be their 
salvation. He remembered that the Re- 
striction bill was as much opposed as the 
present measure of total abolition ; and yet 
the house had heard from counsel at the 


bar the other night, that those restrictions 
had been productive of essential benefits. 
He could not help strongly condemning 
that branch of this disgraceful traffic, which’ 
supplied the Africans on the coasts with the 
means of vice and-debauchery, in furnishing 
them with brandy and fire-arms in exchange 


for their slaves, He had been doubtful if 
the. gradual abolition of the trade would 
hot be preferable to any sudden interrup- 
tion to it; not, indeed, for the sake of those 


whose fortunes, whether as merchants or 


planters; were involved in it, but for the sake 
of the immediate objects of it. He was fear- 
ful, that when. these were brought to the 
coast, and no market wes found, they, might 
be massacréd on the shores of their country. 
Feeling this apprehension; he enquired 
what would be the time necessary to ap- 


prize the native: slave merchants and pre- 
. vent this calamity,: and he was told that a 
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notice of six or nine months was competent 
for this purpose. The time, therefore, 
mentioned in the bill would be sufficient in 
Africa; and in the West Indies, they had 
been already aware of the proceedings. in 
that house, and had been, from regard to 
their own interests, prepariig for the évent. 
He did not think he should discharge his 
duty to his constituents, if he did not urge 
the claim the West -India merchants had on 
the public for compensation. But he hoped - 
that the merchants of Great Britain would 
find in a more extended commerce, a more. 
lasting compensation than a pecuniaty one 
could bestow. It was natural, under the 
pressure of our present heavy expenditare, 
to look to the East and to the West for te+ 
sources to support us through oar present 
arduous struggle. We ought to oppose a 
great colonial to a great continental power. 
He thought that our East-India possessions 
were inseparable from the interests of Great 
Britain, as a free and independent natioti, 
but there ought to be no exclusive trade in 
the East-India company. The trade of 
India ought to be thrown open to the 
whole body of British merchants. He saw 
no reason why the harbours of India shotld 
be open to the whole world, and shut 
against British merchants. He hoped the 
same enlightened policy, which had so emi- 
nently distinguished the measures of the 
present administration; would dictate Some 
measure which would do away this mono- 
poly, and thus compensate for any loss 
which the slave trade might occasion to 
the merchants of Great Britain. I have, 
said the hon. gent.; long resided in the town 
of Liverpool; for 30 years Ihave never 
ceased to condemn this inhuman traffic ; 
and I consider it the greatest happiness of 
my existence to lift up my voice on this _ 
occasion against it, with the friends of jus- 
tice and humanity. ts 
Mr. Lushington was greatly surprised to 
hear the opponents’ of this bill enter into’ 
cold calculations of loss and gain; for his 
part, he could never stop to balance im~ 


ports and exports against justice and hu- 


manity: Statements had been made by the 
noble lord, which put it beyond doubt that 
oppression and cruelty had been practised — 
towards the negroes in the West Indies. 
He did not want to have all the facts proved 
at the bar of the house, for if one half or a 
third of them were true, enough was esta- 
blished fo induce the British legislature to 
interfere in behalf of those wretched crea~ 
tures, who had been made the instruments of 
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-gratifying avarice and the basest passions. 
_ Here the hon. gent. entered: into a state- 
‘ment with a view of shewing that the dis- 
“proportion between the numbers of the males 
and females in the colonies was not as great 
.as had been stated by the counsel for the 
-petitioners.. On the’ whole, though he be- 
Jieved that the slaves wére better treated 
now than they-had been heretofore, yet he 


thought that this was no reason against the 


abolition of the trade with Africa, which 
» jhe considered ta be the parent and fertile 
source of all the evils and calamities which 

_ the blacks suffered from their masters. He 
never, therefore, gave a vote with greater 
cordiality than he should in favour of the 
present measure, which reflected the bigh- 
eat credit on ministers, and would, he had 


mo doubt, confer benefit and -security on. 


the West Indies. 
» «Mr. Fawkes rose and spoke to the follow- 
ing effect‘/—Mr, Speaker ; the abolition of 
the slave trade has been, for the last 20 
years, so repeatedly submitted to the con- 
sideration of this house, and to the discus- 
sion of,.the great and pre-eminent talents 
whieh have characterized and adorned the 
parliamentary history of this country, for 
that period; that, in addressing the house 
 .on this night, I feel my insufficiency to add 
-any argument, either more new, or more 
_ cogent, than those which have on so many 
‘former occasions been introduced. But, 
sir, | rise ‘to perform a solemn but volun- 
‘ary p 
‘Lwould mark, with my express reproba- 
.tion, a traffic, the most unjust and execra- 
ble; a trade, which has, during the whole 
‘course of my existence, excited the strong- 
vest abhorrence in my mind, and to resist 
_ the continuance of which is this night a 
_, proud and satisfactory’ feeling, enhanced 
vy the grateful recollection, that I have 
been enabled to join with my hon. and 
respected colleague (Mr. Wilberforce) in 


accomplishment of that object, which 
the steady, unerring, and virtuous aim, 


of his private exertions and his public du- 
ties. 
éloquence, and unanswerable reasoning, 
anoved this subject, has, I trust, fully con- 
vinced this house, that. the measure which 
he supports and recommends, is founded 
on the true principles of a sound and libe- 
ral. policy. It is unnecessary for me to 
_ follow that noble lord through the clear 
precise statements. which he made, or) 
“to advert to those calculations and infe- 
rences, Which were so ably and fuirly de- 


he noble lord who, with his wonted | 


duced: There are’ still powerful reasons 
}which imperiously sway me to support tlhe 
abolition of this trade in slaves, and which 
justily every opposition to the continuance 
of a system bottomed on injustice and inhu. 
manity.  Amovgst those which I shall 
ake the liberty of stating to the house, the 
claims of plundered, persecuted  Africy, 
‘shall not be forgotten. Nor shall I satisfy 
myself with viewing the question as'to the 
mere circumstance of dragging these uni 
happy beings from hone and country, and 
from relatives and friends, for transportation 
in a foreign land; but shall extend my en. 
quiry to the means and expedients by which 
they are obtained. The- condition of sa 
vage life, sir, is sufficiently. deplorable, 
without employing human ingenuity to ag. 
gravate its incidental calamities. Man, 
mstructed and enlightened man, should at 
least endeavour to avoid increasing the ti- 
series of the vututored, and not pervert the 
superiority of reason, by augmenting evils, 
which it is his duty to diminish. - It has 
been said, that though you abolish this 
measure, the wars in Africa will still con. 
tinue to be waged. It is unhappily the lot 
of civilized, as well as uncivilized hfe, that 
human contentions will prevail, and ‘that 
the conflicting passions of nations, as well 
as of individuals, will be exasperated into 
mutual rancour and reciprocal hostility, 
Is it therefore because such is the unhappy 
condition of our natures, that means are to 


ledge made to my constituents, that/ be used, and expedients resorted to, for 


the diabolical purpose of fomenting them? 
Is it because it is impossible to subdue the 
lust of aggrandizement, or to circumscribe 
the unprincipled progress of rapine and 
aggression, that an unjust and inhuman 
pursuit must be continued ? and that the 
laws of civilized states, the laws of this 
our common country, shall encourage or 
countenance the inhuman ‘slave-dealer, 
whilst he hangs on the rear of the army, 
which he bas stimulated to carnage and 
slaughter, for the purpose of purchasing 
the flesh and blood of his fellow-creature, 
to satisfy the cravings of a sordid and cri- 
minal avarice? Often has the poverty of 
the suffering African been the sole cause 
of his persecution, and often has his 
person been consigned to irremediable 
slavery, as an equivalent for the portion 
of brandy with which’he has been drug- 
ged, to rob the mind of its reason, and 
the body of its liberty. Human nature — 
is unfortunately prone to propensities, — 
which frequently require the restrictions of 
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‘tary controul. Crimes, which, if commit- 


would have excited the strongest senti- 


‘the agents. 

by a recital of those atrocities on the inno- | t 
had devoted them to slayery and wretch- 

enough of floating dungeons, and the mer- | edness, disencumbering them of their shac~ 

kles, entitling them to the benefits.of equal. 

_ children of Atrica are subjected, in conse-|laws, and elevating them to the broad. dis- - 


this trade, is to assume, that the documents 


_ 1s preferable to that of the British peasant. 


- gardly-and parsimonious employer, for the 
. Open and generous master; and that he is 


_ which pervades évery British bosom, from 


wretched Affican slave is perfectly unac- 


ted. at home, under the cognizance of those | t 
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p. legislative wisdom, and the checks of saly-|soul. "Was there a possibility of making 
-the experiment; or was the proposal made — 


o permit the African labourers, in your 


laws. which restrict the criminal passions, | colonies, to embark for this country, the 


whole tonuage of England could not con+ 


ments of abborrence, may be committed in | vey the crowds of anxious expectants, whick 


Africa, without revolting the feelings ofthe 


scrupulous, at the same time that they} different West-India islands. 


stifle the conscientious remonstrances of/t 


cent and unoffending. We have heard 
ciless treatment to which these unhappy 


quence of that cruel necessity which tears | t 


would be assembled on the shores of your 


And when 
hey arrived in this country, how would. 


I shall not disgust the house | their astonishment be excited, in observing - 


he same people, who, in the colonies 


inction of being free men in the freest 


them from all tlié revered connections of | country upon the earth! Among the many 
life, from the social endearments of father, | attempts to justify this iniquitous traffic, 
husband, and wife; aud which, uot satis-|and amongst the variety of authorities ci- 
fied with this extreme of injustice and per-| ted to prove its propriety, the- Holy Scrip- 


. gecution, consigns them to a foreign shore, | tures have by some been quoted. That the - 
after a beastly exposure, to the disposal of | Divine Author of the Christian faith, who ~- 


the highest bidder, to be appreciated by | engaged in his worldly mission for the ex~ 
him, not as his fellow being, endued with |clusive purpose of saving sinners, and who, 
mind and feeling, but as an inanimate eflect, | authorised by his precepts, as He sanctioned — 


on the profits of which he -may voluntarily | by his example, the sublime and benevo- ~” 


specolate. Will the house of commons} lent maxim of charity to all men, that his - 


tolerate a traflic always commencing in| exalted dispensations should be perverted ~~ 


injustice, and frequently terminating in| into a justification of 2 monstrous, unjusty 
murder? Will it lend its countenance to a| and inhuman policy, is a principle at which ~ .- 
system communicating misery to the whole} religion shudders, and morality revolts! 


continent of Africa, and entailing indelible |It is a principle, hostile to our present 


dishonour on the character of Great Britain? | views and future expectations; it disrobes 


No; the time has at length arrived, when the | the Gospel of its purity, and plunders man- | 
arm of ‘the slaveedealer must be arrested;|kind of their hopes. 


and when men who are anzious.to grow 
rich, must first learn to be humane. To 
assert thatsuch are not the dreadful effects of 


on your table are palpable fabrications. 
But it has beén said, that the situation of 
the African slave in the West-India colonies, 


First, let me be convinced, that the slave in 
the colonies enjoys the benefit of that un- 
equalled blessing, the trial by jury.; that he 
possesses the option of exchanging the nig- 


animated with that proud feeling of country 


the lowest to the highest class of our com- 
munity. Alas! with all these blessings, the 


quainted. To the proud and enndbling sen- 
sations of patriotism, his oppressed heart is 
wholly a stranger,, Africa and auguish 
must be the constant feeling which tor-' 


But we.are also 
told that slavery. has been co-existent with © 


continued through all. the progressions o 
succeeding ages: so, I answer, have other 


seventh year of the nineteenth century, an 
enlightened legislature is called upon to 
support a system of injustice and persecu- 
tion, upon flimsy pretexts, arising out of - 
the ignorance, the arrogance, or the crimi- 
‘nal passions of. former .ages? Rather let 
us, with the; sentimental writer of our 
‘country, exclaim, “ Disguise thyself as thou 
wilt, slavery, still thou art abitter draught ; 
and though thousands in all ages have been 
made to drink of thee, thou art no less 
bitter on that accou:.t.” Would it not, I 
ask, be more consonant with the. wisdom 
of our Creator, to suppose, that in the 


ledge, the hour had arrived when the fet- 
ters of the oppressed and.uncivilized Afri- 


ments and overloads his grief-burthened 


reason and religion; when the children of 


the formation of the world; that it has | 


vices and will it be admitted, that in the - 


cau were to disappear before the light of - 


gradual march and progressofhumanknow- - 
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that persecuted continent were to be ad- 
mitted to a participation of that bread of 
life, which was never communicated to 
Individuals or nations, without imparting 
the benefits of improvement, and the bles- 
sings of general happiness *—Ong task yet 
remains for me to perform: a task from 
which I only shrink, convinced of the in- 
efficiency of my talents to do justice to the 
deserving object of my panegyric. In an- 
the resuJt of this night’s debate, 
F naturally look with reverence and respect 
to that exalted and benevolent individual 
(Mr. Wilberforce), who has made this sig- 
. nal act of mercy and justice the leading 
‘feature of his public life. I look with 
feelings of-pride to the result of those la- 
pours to which my honourable and es- 
teemed colleague has so undeviatingly de- 
voted himself. His actions stand not in 
need of individual eulogium; he has raised 
_@ monument to his fame, founded on the 
basis of unjversal benevolence; 
Quod non imber edax, nga Aquilo impotens 
Annorum series, et fuga temporum.” 
rejoice with bit on the final and glorious 
victory which he is about to obtain. I re- 
-joice in my country, and in this house, for 
a great act of humanity they appear wil- 
ing to complete. The age in which we 
Jive, teems with wonderg; and in the 
events which are daily witnessed by Eu- 
rope, the great struggle for its liberties 
may take place on English ground. Let 
ps not go forth with the wrongs of Africa 
as a weight upon our hearts; but rather 
let ‘us rid our country of the sin, and in 
the passing of this act of legislative wis- 
‘dom and justice, make some atonement for 
the too-long injured and insulted rights of 
humanity. 
Lord Mahon rose, and,in a maiden speech, 
addressed the house as follows:—lIn risin 
sit, to address you on the present occasion, 
I do not intend to trespass long upon the 
indulgence of thé house, for I have not the 
presumption to suppose that I can add 
any ae to what has been so ably and so 
eloquently stated by the noble lord who; 
opened the debate. I am impelled, how- 
ever, by d sense of duty, to deliver my opi- 
nions on the subject which is at present 
under consideration, and which ig un- 
doubtedly one of the most interesting and 
important that was ever debated within 
these walls. T‘am aware that though this 
subject has beer often. discussed, though} 


sions, the fairest and‘fullest investigation,: 
yet that a difference of opinion unfortu- 
nately prevails respecting it. I deeply’ 


but in whatever light the subject may be’ 
viewed, and whatever variety of senti,: 
ment may prevail upon different poins.,f 
should wjsh to believe that with respect to: 


in the country. It is important to disting 
guish the principle of the slave trade from 


served to aggravate the evil, but which: 


salutary regulations, I allude, as is ob-’ 
vious to every gentleman who hears me, 
to the miseries of the middle passage, and’ 


proved to have been practised in the West’ 
Indies. These facts cannot, I think, be 
disputed; they have been proved and cire 
comstantiated by the clearest evidence, and’ 
if you admit the facts, you must also admit 
the atrocity of the slave trade. But, sir, 
it is immaterial to the present question’ 
whether those facts be or be not admitted, 
whether even those cruelties and enor 
mities did or did not exist ; the mere possiy 
bility of their existence, the circumstance 
that ‘so many innocent and unbappy men: 
groan under a government which is oneof 
the most arbitrary and oppressive that the 
world ever witnessed, this alone is sufficient 
to stamp with infamy so iniquitous a system: 
To excite our indignation and abhorrence; 
it is only necessary to know, that mar 
is bought and sold by man. I complain; 
sir, of the principle of the slave trade, of the 


rably united with it,, of the fundamental 
principle upon which it rests, and by which 
alone it is supported. The principle: is, 
that British subjects are allowed to tear by 
violence from’ their home their fellow 
creatures; to take them from their family, 
and from their friends, and from all the ens 
dearments of social, though not of civilized 
life; to convert them from freemen into 
slaves, and to subject them for the ree 
mainder of their lives to the arbitrary will 
and wanton caprice of others. — This, sir; 
is the principle of ‘which I complain, and 


patible with every notion of humanity and 
justice. If we consider this stbject ac- 


of doing to others as we would they should 


lament, sir, that this should be the case, 


the principle of the slave trade there could’ - 
exist but one sentiment in this house and’. 


those additional circumstances which have 


might perhaps be alleviated by wise and 


to the cryelties and enormities which are 


principle which is-intimately and insepa- . 


which, I gpntend, is inconsistent and incom- 


cording to that great rule. of taevaied 


} 5 
hag received “upon “many former occa- 


_ équal and reciprocal justice, and let us not 


- words of mine could do justice either to 


_ the* sabject.—With respect, sir, to the po- 


dient. I believe it will be found upon this 
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were in that situation in which lation would considerably increase. Now, 
we have placed the unhappy nations of| upon this proposition so false in itself, they 
Africa, I need not ask, sir, what would} found a long train of consequences; like 
‘be the feelings which would in such a case] the ancient philosopher, who exclaimed, 
pervade not only every member of this} Give me but a place to stand on, and I wilk- 
héuse, but every indiyidual in this country, |Jift the earth, In the same manner your 
Then let us act upon the principles. of| petitioners have said, Letus have but the be- 
nefit of one false assumption, and with. 
that we will prove the ruin and destruce. 
tion of your West-India trade. These pe~ 
titions contain certainly many allegutions 
well calculated to alatm the house, bet . 
they do not deserve to be considered, un~ 
less the propositiom upon which ey are 
founded, could first be established. if we 
look at the present state of St. Dominga, 
if we reflect upon the-situation in which. 
now is, and in which’ it will 
continue, we sball then see whether just, . 
humane, and beneficent measures are not. 
necessary to prevent the‘contagion of that. 
example from extending: te our own colo+ 
nies, This appears. to me, sit, to be a 
weighty and important consideration; but 
if it even did not exist, I feel so’'strongant 
abhorrence of this inhuman and ‘barbarous. 
traffic, that I would wot hesitate mos _ 
ment in voting for its immediate and entire. 
abolition. . 1 would appeal to those sentis 
ments of justice, of humanity, of benévos - 
lence, which are, I am sure, inherent’in the 
breasts of all thosé whom I have now the 
honour of addressing. J-would call upon . 
them in the name of suffering humanity, ia. 
the name of an oppressed and injured nas 
tion, in the name of those’ wrongs which 
have been suffered, of those rights which 
have been violated, I- would gall upon 
them to stop this odious and. exec¢rable - 
traffic. It is a traffic, sir, which has beet. 
foreibly but truly described: as 9 traffic in 
human blood and tears, in misery and sufe 
fering. I would call upon the ‘house to 
act in conformity to the resélytions passed 
in the last session of the late parliament, 
and which form the fousdation of the meta 
sure which is now proposed. And here I 
beg leave to remind the house of the opi-+ 
nions which were’ entertained upon this 
subject by that ilustrious‘stateman whose 
loss we all deplore; to whom I was cone 
nected by every tie of blood, of private 
friendship, and of personal obligation ; 
and whose memory I shell ever cherish — 
with sentiments of love and gratitude. 
This great man, of whom it is impossi. 
ble to speak or to think but with respect, 
employed, upon many occasions, his splen- 
did eloquence and transcendant talents, in 


oppréss and injure g nation, which is help» 
less and unprotected, but which is at the 
same time innocent and unoffending, Much 
more, sir, might be said upon this part 
of the'subject, it is indeed acopious theme; 
bat J will not repeat what has been so 
often said by an hon. relation (Mr. Wil- 
berfurce), who was the original mover of 
this great question, and whose name will 
descend to the latest posterity, with never- 
fading honour, for his zealous and inde- 
fatigable exertions in the cause of suffering 
humanity. He has treated this subject in 
Janguage much more eloquent, with argu- 
ments mach more forcible, than any which 
J could use, and I am sensible that, no 


the cause itself, or to my own feelings, upon 


licy of the slave trade, I shall say only.a 
very few words, because I do not imagine 
that a shadow of doubt can remain upon 
the mind of any one after the conclusive 
reasonings which we have heard. [cannot 
coincide in opinion with those who repre- 
sent the slave trade as politic and expe- 


as upon every other subjéct, that nothing 
is really politic, that nothing is really exe 
pedient, or conducivé to the interests of this 
or of any other country, that isnot con+ 
formable to the principles of humanity and 
justice. Whenever this subject has been 
agitated in the house, a number of peti- 
tions have been presented, complaining of 
the evil consequences which it is appre- 
hended would result from the abolition of 
the slave trade. These’ pétifions are 
founded, however, on the assumption of a 
proposition, which is wholly inadmissible. 
It is maintainedgthat if no slaves are im- 
tted into our West-India islands, those 
colonies could not be cultivated. This is 
® proposition not only false and unfounded, 
but which has been repeatedly confuted b 
those Who are better qualified than myself 
to discuss it. ‘I-believe the contrary to be! 
the case ; I believe that if the ‘importation; 
of slaves ‘were to be stopped to-morrow, | 
those colonies would fidurish, ‘and would 
Prosper, and, J am sure that their popula- 
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national character ; whether, when-we com- 
plain so often and so loudly of the injus. 
' tice, violence, and oppression of ourene- 


mies, we will suffer still greater instances 


of injustice, violence, and oppression, to 
exist in any part of the British domi- 
nions? I earnestly. hope: that the. house 
will not separate this.night, that the mem- 
bers of it will not retire home without the 
heart-felt satisfaction of discharging a sa- 
ered and solemn, duty.which they owe to 
themselves, to their country, and to their 
God. There is, sir, only one considera- 
tion more which I wish to mention before 
I conclude. . Engaged as we unfortu- 
nately are ina war of unparalleled dan- 
ger and indefinite dyration, contending 
_ with an enemy themost powerful that ever 
existed, standing alone, as we do, amidst 
the wreck, and ruin of surrounding, nations, 
it behoves us not only to think, but to act 
conformably to that part of the king’s de- 


claration, in which it is said, that his ma- 


jesty relies with confidence on the protec- 
tion and: support of Divine Providence. 
Sir,1 ask,with what right we can venture to 
expect the protection aud support of the Al- 
mighty, if we continue in so flagrant a man- 
ner to violate bis laws, if we continue a sys- 
tem founded in injustice, and which is ne- 
cessarily productive of yiolence and oppres- 
sion ?. Let us wash our hands clean of this 
foul, pollution, let us.act upon the .prin- 
ciples of equal and impartial justice, and 
we may then look, with pious but firm 
confidence, to the protection and support of 
- that Supreme Disposer of eveuts, in whose 
hands victory is placed; who. disposes. of 
the fate of, empires, and who. can in an in- 
stant crush‘ and annibilate. that. tremen- 
‘dous and gigantic power, which for reasons 
known, only. to Himself, He has thought fit 
to raise up,for the terror and punishment 


of Europe. It is only by these means, it is’ 
only by acting upon these principles, that we’ 
can hopefor success, and that wecan be ena-. 
bled to.logk without dismay to the issue of 


this awful and mighty contest, I have only, 


| sir, to apologise for having trespassed so 


ng and so.unworthily on the patience of 
the house,which I feel was unnecessary, after 
the long speech fraught with.eloquenceand 
which was delivered, by the noble 
Tord (Howick), whosits on the bench below 
me, and I shall therefore conclude with ° 


declaring my zealous and cordial-concur. 


rence in the motion which he hus made, 


Lord Milton, though he felt extreme dif.” 


fidence in offering bimself to the. house, 
could not suffer a subject of such interest: 
and magnitude to pass, without offering 
his sentiments upon it, The arguments 
offered on the other side, so far from weak- 
ening, had tended to strengthen and confirm — 
the opinion he had always entertained, 
that the slave trade was contrary not only — 
to justice and humanity, but also to sound 
policy. ‘That the slave population did not 


keep up its numbers in the course of 


ture, was to him a sufficient proof of bad 
treatment ; and when the abolition of the — 
trade should have.,created an interest to 

give.them better treatment, be was certain - 
the species would multiply. As long as 

the trade was continued, Britain would be — 
giving a premium to rapine and murder, 
and preventing the progress of civilization 
on the coast.of Africa. “ Fiat justitia; ruat — 
celum.” Though the merchants of Liver, 


pool might suffer some.loss, let this foul ~ 


stain be washed from the character of the 
nation. He. had often heard the sentir 
ments of that lamented statesman, whom — 
he was proud to call his friend, (Mr. Fox) 
on this.subject, and he was happy in gi- 
ving his aid to the completion of the valu. 
able bequest which that distinguished inan 
had left to his friends and country in this 
great measure, 


Mr, Bathurst said, that though he co- 
incided with the different members who had 
spoken as to the principle of the trade, he 
was not prepared to go so far as the policy | 
of immediately abolishing it, He thought 

the present population not equal to the 
cultivation of the solonigy and that if the 
importation of negroes from Africa was 
immediately stopped, either the planters 
would suffer considerably. in their proper- 
lies, or illegal means would be resorted to, . 


to obtain a supply, recommended. a 


tax on the importation of fresh negroes, 
asa measure which would ultimately lead 
to.a total abolition, Sufficient notification 
had not.been given, in his opinion, to the 


parties interested; this being the only time 


urging the adoption of that measure. which | 
is now proposed. 1. trust upon all..these 
grounds, that the house is now. arrived. af- Be 
ter full, mature, and deliberate discussion, 
at the completion ofthis great work, the 
most honourable and .glorious that .was 
ever consumniated. Weare now called 
a upon to decide whether we will sanction ; 
the continuance of a system which. would i 
_ disgrace times and countries the most. bar- 
‘barous and uncivilized; whether we. will 
suffer this stain to. tarnish the lustre of our 


' that in addressing a British audience in the 


~ increased my difficulties in addressing the 
-» house, for I feel that it would be as inju- 
' dicious with regard to myself, as a rious 


is grafted upon injustice and oppression ; 


: ecticn to the policy of the country ; and, 
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durittg the discussion of the question, that 
the two houses of parliament were likely 
' to agree in this measure. The hon. gent. 
entered into a calculation of the number 
of births and burials, and concluded with 
some observations on the causes which 
operated against the increase of negro po- 
 »pulation. 
Sir John Doyle-—Mr. Speaker; I am 
aware how hopeless the wish, even if I 
possessed the power of engaging the at- 
tention of the house, upon a subject al- 
ready so exhausted ;'and, therefore, if 1 
¢aunot hope to be new, I shall at least 
endeavour to be short; but I feel also, 


cause of justice and humanity, an apology: 
would be little less than an offences ‘The 
able statement of the‘noble lord (Howick), 
and:the eloquent speech of the hon. mem- 
ber for Yorkshire,’ have, by anticipating 
much of what I had to cffér; considerably 


to the cause I -have at heart, were I, by re- 
petition, to weaken: what has been so 
strongly and so irresistibly established.’ fF 
shail, therefore, cunfine myself to observing 
upon what has been urged by the counsel 
at your bar, and what has fallen in the 
course of this night’s debate.- The learned 
counsel (Mr. Dallas), in’ his ingenious 
speech, laid much stress upon the policy of 
continuing this trade. Now, sir, I positively 
deny that’ any policy can be sound, that 


but least of all can British policy rest upon 
such foul and hollow grounds. But, if { 
had any doubts on the score of policy, 
they would have been removed when I re- 
flect, that the two greatest men this or any 
othercouutry ever produced, differing upon 
almost all other points, agreed, not upon 
the humanity and justice merely, but upon 
the’sourd policy of the measure; as con. 
nected with the general interest of the em- 
pire and its colonies; thus clubbing, if I 
may say so, their great talents in favour of 
the present measure. But, sir, an addi- 
tional proof of its poliey is: deducible from 
the undivided sentiments: of his majesty’s 
present ministers; not, indeed, from their 
power, for that would never induce me to 
give an opinion contrary to my feelings, or 
to what I conceive to’ be the true interest of 
my country, but because the great respon- 
ability rests with them, of givinga due di- 


beside, they are free from the influence of 

personal interest or of local prejudice, 
whereas, many of. those who oppose the 

measure have an interest in the event,’ 
or are pleading for friends who have ; and 

though I impute none but the purest mo~ 

tives to those gentlemen, yet it is in the’ 
nature of man, that a bias will impercep= 
tibly and invohuntarily insinuate itself into 

the opinions of men, whose personal ad- 

vatitage is mixed with public measures ; 
whereas personal interest, if it could have 
any weight with ministers, must’operate in 

a contrary direction, for we all know that 

the anti-abolitionists have a strong force in 

parliament, whereas there is not a single 
vote to be got ‘on the whole continent of 
Africas He also called for your justice — 
and humanity, but, strange to tell, he ap= 
plied those terms, not to the oppressed, but — 
to the proud oppressor—not to him who 
suffered, but to’ him who did the wrong.— 
The*next argument of the learned counsel 
was, that our ancestors having permitted 
the Slave’ Trade ‘for 250 years, we should 
continue it.' Now, sir, with every respect 
for our ancestors, I never can admit this 
doctrine; first, because I do not believe the 
last-age more enlightened than the present, 
for we have ‘their experience added to our 
own, and that in periods more eventful than 
they lived in; and next, because if once 
admitted, the same compliment must be 
paid to their ancestors, and so back ad infi- 
nitum, until it terminated in a paradox, 
that the darkest ages were the most en. 
lighteved—and as to the length af time, if 
they have had the benefit of this iniqui- 
tous trade for’ 250 years, they may be to- 

lerably well satisfied to part with it now. 
But it issaid, that the petitioners are taken 

-by surprise, and they pray that’ the aboli- 
tion may be gradual. Why, they must — 
have been asleep for the last 20 years: 
if they have’ laid out money within that 
period, they must be wretched speculators, 
or they would have seen that the question’ 
must force itself upon the legislature—' 
‘“* Magna est: veritas et prevalebit.” The 
learned counsel, as also the member for 
Liverpool, have stated that a numbe> of 
ships have been built for the Slave Trade 
which would‘not answer for any other, and 
that docks have been built for those ships 
which would be useléss if the bill took 
place, and that if Liverpool gave up the 
slave trade, other countries would take it 
up. This argument would justify robbery’ 
of any kind; and-let ussee to what an ex~ 
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tent it might be pushed. Suppose a high- 
wayman should urge as an excuse, that it 
is true he did rob the man, but it was be- 
cause he knew that if he did not, Will Bag- 
tu out a profitable job; and suppose 
that when pressed to 
graceful an occupation, he should answer, 


_ but I have gone to great expence in pur- 


“* chasing horses, which would be fit for no- 
“ thing else but the highway. I have 
“ built stables, but they will suit none but 
“* highwaymen’s horses, and I have pur- 
“* chased ‘pistols and blunderbusses at a 


nq great expence, which would be useless 


in any other calling,” I mention this, 
merely to shew how far the argument 
might be carried, and not as a comparison ; 


_ for though’ no man has been more un- 


handsomely treated by highwaymen than 
mayeelf, yet I would not degrade their pro- 
fession by comparing it with the slave 
trade. The robber may be compelled by 
hunger ; besides, he risks his life in the at+ 
tempt, and he has not the presumption to 
say, that he benefits those he robs ; more- 
ever, he does not ask compensation for 
giving up the trade.—St. Domingo, has 
been mentioned, and spies are said to have 


lous pilgrimage, purely to impart happiness 
to the sable sons of sorrow! But how ig 
this kindness returned ?—by ingratitude; 
worse than the sin of witchcraft. The 
African is so stupid and so sulky, that he 
neither perceives nor acknowledges. the 
blessings thus conferred upon him. But 
how presumptuous is man, to square the 
happiness of other beings by atiy ideal 
standard of bis own! To what absurdity, 
as well as cruelty, would this lead! I res 
member seeing a poacher in a warren sewing 
up the mouth of his ferret to prevent it ins 
juring the fur of the rabbits, and upon my 
remonstrating against the cruelty, he posi. 
tively asserted that the animal liked the 
operation. Great stress has been laid 
upon the opinions of governors, and pars 
ticularly those of the two gentlemen last 
in the government of Jamaica. Sir, | have 
long known the character of those excellent 
officers to be in the highest degree re- 
spectable. But the situation of governor 
does in a Se degree prevent the possi- 
bility obtaining accurate informations 
Every thing he-bears must be through an 
interested medium. On his visits he would 
‘see nothing but cheerfulness. Every face 
whether white or black, would be dressed 


been sent from thence to excite revolt in ‘in holiday smiles—he would never hear the 


Jamaica. I admit that St. Domingo, in 
its present state, is not a good neighbour, 
but emissaries would besent if this question 
were never agitated, and the effects of the 
abolition would be to counteract any such 
attempts, as it would tend to make the si. 
tuation of the negroes more comfortable, 
and therefore they would be less likely to 
revolt, and especially as the newly-imported 
Africana was much more dangerous than 
the man born in the island; and it must 
be remembered that Dessalines himself was 
an imported African. If spies were sent 
by the. black government, it must proceed 
from sympathy, and if sent by the French, 
it would. have been done to injure the Bri- 
tish interests, equally, had the abolition 
never been mentioned, It is said it is a 
benefit to the African to be carried to the 
West Indies, What! to be torn from the 
bosom of his family at the midnight hour, 
and in the unsuspecting security of sleep, 


. and be transported in chains: to eternal 


slavery, and this is the gracious boon of the: 
slave captains to the wretched inhabitants 
of that ill-fated country! admire their 
ideas of humanity. O amiable philanthro= 


pists! O benevolent crusaders! thus. to 
become voluntary missionaries im this.peri- 


-* 


secrets of the prison house. Besides, the 
domestic slaves and the artizans, being 
under the immediate eye of the master, 
are free from the tyranny of the driver; 
Hf governors in general are liable to be des. 
ceived by appearances, those who have 
been in that situation pending this question 
cannot be less so; the higher you go in. 
rank for information, the lower you de- 
scend in the scale of evidence; what you. 
might gain in weight of authority, you 
would lose in weight of testimony. Here 
the hon. general stated several striking 
facts illustrative of the cruelty exercised. 
upon slaves, which had fallen under his 
own observation, during the former war in. 
the British Province of South Carolinas 
These instances I adduce, (said he) as 
bearing upon the general question of the 
slave trade; but which I disclaim as having 
any reference to the West-India traders,. 
and: planters, for whom f unfeignedly pro-. 
fess a high respect; for many of them, in-. 
dividuaily,. sincere personal. regard ; and. 
iparticuls:"* my hon. friend:om the opposite 
side (Mr. Barham); who has manifested the: 
disinterestedness of bis. manly mind,. by 
\voting for the abolition of the slave trade, 
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interest. But the oppression I have wit- 
nessed, tends to shew the danger of trusting 
man with unlimited power over his fellow 
man, particularly where the base and low 
are * clothed with a little brief authority.” 
The impression has ever since rested upon 
my mind ; for, “ taught by that Power that 
pities me, I learn’d to pity them.” Buta 
new and monstrous doctrine has lately 
sprung up, that the slave trade is justified 
by Scripture: what shall we say to the 
presumption, that calls down the divine 
attributes of Justice and Mercy, in aid of 
this unhallowed traffic? will any one pre- 
sume to say, that the black man is not 
called into existence, by the same fiat of 
Omnipotence, that has summoned the white 
man from the dust, to bear the image of 
his Maker? Are we not taught ‘ todo unto 
others as we would they should dounto us?” 
are we not commanded to “ love our neigh- 
bours as ourselves?” This benevolent doc- 
trine does not apply solely to the man who 
lives next door; but to all our fellow so- 
journers in this transitory world. ‘There 
is no restriction as to colour. We are not 
told to love the white and hate the black 
neighbour: strange, that the subtle fluid, 
which, circulating under the membrane of 
the skin, gives to divers nations their va- 
rious hues, should be the boundary between 
liberty and slavery—between love and ha- 
tred! but above all, can we forget the great 
commandments, ‘“ thou shalt not steal, 
thou shalt do no murder?” And, though 
I do not impute those crimes immediately 
to the British trader; yet if by exciting 
the cupidity of the native princes we should 
encourage war and rapine, for the purpose 
-of obtaining slaves, we should not, I fear, 
be held guiltless in the sight of Heaven, of 
the sin attendant upon those crimes. Be- 
fore I sit down, let me cangratulate the 
hon. member (Mr. Wilberforce) upon the 
effects produced by his unwearied industry, 
his indefatigable zeal, and his impressive 
eloquence, in thus bringing to a happy con- 
clusion, a measure, which does so much ho- 
nour to his head and heart, and which 
-washes out this foul stain from the pure 
ermine of the national character. 

_ The Solicitor-General said, he was sorry the 
right hon. gent, who spoke last but one, 
had displayed the principles that had fallen 
from him ; for, in the present state of the 
sentiments of the house, it was not those 
who claimed humanity and justice, not for 
the negroes, but their oppressors, that the 
advocates of the abolition had to fear, but 

Vou, VIII. 


those who, while they agreed in the pro- 
priety of the abolition, were for deferring 
the execution of it. The immediate abo- 
lition was the only remedy forthe evils, Mr, 
Parke had proved that the-negroes who 
were not sold, far from being massacred, 
were kept in a milder sort of slavery in 
Africa, There was no -evidence of any 
such massacre havingevertaken place. He 
argued to the fact, that no such massacre 
ever took place from the frequent varia- 
tions in the amount of the demand for ne= 
groes, and consequently the supply to an- 
swer that demand. When the demand was 
suddenly increased, as it was on the settle- 
ment of Trinidad, whole families must 
have been dragged forth to answer the de- 
mand. He cited several cases of horrid 
cruelty, in which the law was inadequate 
to do justice to the Blacks, and with re- 
spect to which the Whites acknowledged no 
community of law, nor of justice, nor of spe~ 
cies. He concluded with an eloquent re- 
presentation of the gratitude the vote of 
this night would call forth from posterity, 
and of the happiness which many of the 
younger members, who were present, would 
have in beholding what they had anticipated 
with all the generous ardour of youth, ex~ 
pressed by some of them in a corresponding 
glow of language upon the benign effects of 
this measure upon the negroes, the whole 
property of the colonies, and upon the pro» 
sperity of the empire at large. When he 
looked to the man at the head of the French - 
monarchy, surrounded as he was with all 
the pomp of power, and all the pride of 
victory, distributing kingdoms to his fa- 
mily, and principalities to his followers, 
seeming, when he sat upon his throne, to 
have reached the summit of human ambi- 
tion, and the pinnacle of earthly happiness, - 
and when he followed that man into his 
closet or to his bed, and considered the 
pangs with which his solitude must be tor 
tured, and his repose banished, by the re~ 
collection of the blood he had spilled, and 
the oppressions he had committed ; and 
when he compared with those pangs of ree 
morse, the feelings which must accompa- 
ny his hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce) from 
that house to his home, after the vote of 
that night should have confirmed the ob- 
ject of his humane and unceasing labours ; 
when he should retire into the bosom of 
his happy and delighted family, when he 
should lay himself down on his bed, reflect 
ing on the innumerable voices that would 
be raised in every quarter of the world to 
3R 
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bless him ; how much more pure and per- 

felicity must he enjoy in the con- 
sciousness of having preserved so many 
millions of his fellow-creatures, than the 
man with whom be had compared him, on 
the throne to which he had waded through 
slaughter and oppression. 

‘Mr Hibbert rose, and spoke in substance 
as follows :—I rise very reluctantly, sir, to 
trespass upon the house at this late hour, 
and immediately after a speech as impres- 
sively eloquent perhaps as any that was 
ever delivered within these walls; but 
‘extensively connected as [ am, and have 
long been, with the commerce of the 
‘West Indies, and having now for the first 
tjme a seat in this house, during any debate 
upon this question, it may be expected 
that I should not Jet it pass with merely a 
sileut vote; and I will hope too, that, al- 
though the subject has been so fully and 
‘so frequently canvassed within these walls, 
I may be pardoned, should I appear, thus 
circumstanced, either to recur to what may 
have been amply discussed, or to question 
what may have been generally admitted in 
the course of former debates in this house. 
Tam aware that, in declaring my connec- 
tion with the West-India trade, I subject 
myself directly to the charge of a bias of 
interest, which we have recently been told 
has clouded the understandings and blun- 
ted the feelings of that class of persons. 
Sir, there are others in this house who can 
better judge than [ can, whetber my under- 
Standing and my feelings have, in fact, been 
So perverted, and whether, in extending re- 
lief to the calamities which in this life, and 
in this country, one sees, God knows, often 
enough occurring around us, [ am or am 
not as prompt und zealous as my neigh. 
bours: aud yet, sir, must say, that after 
more than 25 years extensive connection 
with the islund of Jamaica, during the grea- 
ter part of which period this question has 
agitated the public mind, and the delibera- 

‘ticns of the Iegislature, have, as impar- 
tilly as ] knew how, given to it my utmost 
al.eut.ou—derived, from every source | 
could comuiiud, information concerning it 
—endeavoured to obtain results consistent 
and satisfactory to my mind—and am still 
bui the more and more confirmed in oppo- 
sition to the object of the bill now before 
us. I cannot, howéver, but think it hard, 
sir, that West-India proprietors aud mer- 
Chants, persons not destitute of talents and 
education, and certainly having the mean 
being well informed on this subject, are yet 


in a manner banished from the court, while 
their interests and their properties are liti. 
gated : they arenot allowed to be either 
judge, jury, witness, or party ; for they are 
told that they quite mistake their own inte- 
rests, and that others know much better 

than they do what is good for them. Now 
surely, sir, they should either be listened 
to as disinterested evidence, or their par- 
tial interest should be admitted as proof of 
the risk which their property is incurring; 
and the public, so far as it is concerned with 
them, ought to be aware of the extent of 
the sacrifice which it may be called upon 
to make.—Whatever concessions may have 
heen made by those who have preceded me 
in the debate, I cannot, sir, grant at the 
outset, that this bill is unquestionably 
grounded upon humanity and justice, and 
then debate it as a matter of expedi- 
ency and policy. There can be no dispute 
about the obligation of those great princi- 
ples—it is eternal and immutable asis their 
nature; and if you admit that the present 
measure is their necessary dictate, the dis- 
pute is at an end. I cannot stand here, 
and, in opposition to them, calculate the 
advantage of an increased production of 
sugar and coffee: but if I had been told, 
not of this measure now proposed to us, 
but of any measure that, although it was 
indisputably enjoined by every principle of 
justice and humanity, yet that in the course 
of almost 20 years discussion, it had not 
been able to make its effective progress 
through the British parliament (recommen- 
ded, at the same time, by the cry of the 
people out of doors, and by an union of 
the greatest talents within), until it ree 
ceived the protecting hand of his majesty’s 
principal minister in either house, I should 
say, it isimpossible ; there must be some 
mistake in tle application of these great 
principles to the measure ;” it is one of 
those perhaps which, grounding itself upon 
existing and acknowledged abuses, attempts 
to accomplish objects beyond the reach of 
legislation, assumes a standard of human 
perfection which experience does. not jus- 
tify, and puts into hazard exiating establish- 
ments, which, though imperfect, confer 
much public and much private benefit, 
with a promise of: substituting what exists 
only in visionary theory. If so, the mea- 
sure must be the occasion of just jealousy 
to a wise legislature, as approaching, in 
feature and character, to those wild projects 
of reform, to which the spirit of modern 


has given birth, and of whick 
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the civilized world has lately seen the terri- 
ble results—projects, sir, that have univer- 
sally proved subversive of their objccts, 
and have collaterally caused a mass of mi- 
sery and destruction, of which, to give 
even a faint and imperfect description, will 

uzzle the most eloquent of those whoshall 
attempt to convey to posterity a record of 
the present times.—What is it, sir, that 
could have resisted a measure, which had 
been unquestionably built upon those great 
principles ? Is it the opposition of the West- 
India body in parliament? Alas, sir, who 
ever heard of them as combined into a po- 
litical phalanx or squad, displaying, in this 
orin the other house, a compact and regu- 
lar front in critical motents of the battle, 
and, by judicious maneuvres and co-opera- 
tions with other bodies, giving and recei- 
ving mutual assistance and support ? I will 
not say, whether, had they done so, they 
would have stood here now defenceless as 
they do; but I have known the West-In- 
dia body long, and never saw them thus 
arrayed and disciplined. In fact, they 
have felt their intimate connection with all 
the leading interests of the mother coun- 
try; they could trace all the profit of their 
labours into every channel where it might 
benefit the British capitalist, manufactu- 
rer, and landholder; they have looked 
upon the merchant, the banker, the manu- 
facturer, the landholder, the soldier, and 
the seaman in this house as their represen- 
tatives, and they have experienced’ occa- 
sionally support from them all: more par- 
ticularly must I declare, with heart-felt gra- 
titude, that in every rank of the’ British 
navy, the colonists have found friends. 
I believe, sir, I may say, that the British 
tars are with us to a man: this I cannot but 
look upon as a favourable omen to our 
cause ; and since those gallant fellows have 
protected and saved their country in the 
hour of its greatest danger, and fixed the 
British name beyond all competition in 
the brilliant track of glory, they may, ina 
like extremity (as I consider it), save from 
tuin the West-India‘ colonies. In this 
sense it may indeed be said that the West- 
India interest has influenced the question ; 
but of such influence I feel proud— it is 
not the influence of intrigue or of party.— 
Sir, I will now meet the question fairly, 
and look to the application of these great 
principles of justice and humanity. Is it 
pretended, that the mere possession, or 
use, or transfer of a slave in Africa, is un- 
just or inhuman? Is it unjust? By all the 
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laws and customs of Africa, existing from 
the remotest antiquity, it is authorized ; 
and the abstract rights of man cannot be 
profitably applied to societies existing un- 
der established laws. What is consistent 
with those laws, must be accounted just. 
Is the same thing in Africa inhuman? 
Surely not. We have abundance of evi- 
dence to prove, that during famines, which 
are frequent in Africa, multitudes of the 
natives fly to slavery as a refuge, and wit! « 
out it must inevitably perish: and suppose 
them, at such times, transferred from « 
poorer to a richer master—is that inhu- 
man? I could not but shew an expression 
of dissent to-night, when an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Fawkes) so positively told us that 
slavery, and the sale of slaves, were for- 
bidden by the Divine law. Sir, I did not 
look for this part of the discussion; but 
as it has been brought forward, I must 
say, that in the sacred books I can find no 
such authority. In the Old Testament, the 
slave trade, or the sale of men, is spoken 
of indifferently just as other trades. The 
New Testataent inculcates justice and hu- 
manity in every station ; but it is remark- 
able that it interferes with no political re- 
lations whatsoever, whether high or low; 
inculcating only those duties which tend in 
every condition of life to make men har- 
pier and better. If we look narrowly there 
for any thing that refers to slavery, | need 
not tell the hon. gentlemen who hear me, 
that the Greek word, which in our version | 
is every where translated s rcant, does real- 
ly mean s/ave: andsince the subject bas 
been started, I shall mention, that in the 
Epistle of Paul to Philemon, Paul sends 
back Onesimus (whose very name bespeaks 
his station), who was Philemon’s slave, 
and had run away from his master—he" 
sends him back, I say, to resume his station 
without one word expressive of his dis= 
approbation of slavery, or in vindication of 
Onesimus, who had fled from it. The hon, 
gent. cited that admirable rule, ‘* Do unto 
others as ye would that they should do ut- 
to you,” as decisive on this question ; but 
how does the hon. gent. read that divine 
rule as applied to this matter? Does he 
maintain, that because being a British la- 
bourer, I should be glad that my master 
would pay me wages for doing nothing, that 
therefore I, being a master, ought so to 
treat my labourer? As applied to slave and 
master, 1 understand that rule to inculcate 
no more than this ; that a slave may reasons 
ably expect from his master protection and 
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kindness, in return for diligence and fideli- 
ty; anda kind and careful master has the 
same right to expect fidelity and diligence 
from his slave. Sir, it is not the Slave 
Trade, but the abuses incident to that trade 
to which the preamble of this Bill can be 
properly applied. There can be no ques- 
tion concerning the injustice, inhumanity, 
and impolicy, of these abuses ; but the pre- 
amble of the Bill as it stands is, strictly 
speaking, untrue, and is liable also to ma- 
ny other objections, which, at a proper 
time, will be suggested to this house.—The 
authorities of the many great and emi- 
nent men who have opposed this trade in 
parliament, have been brought forward ; 
and the noble lord (Howick) has appealed 
With triumph to the united sentiments of 
those eminent characters, Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Pitt, upon this subject. Of those 
two great men, sir, I now believe that the 
veneration is equal on both sides of this 
house ; but this was not the only subject 
upon which their opinions were in unison, 
Sir, I recollect,’ more than 25 years ago, 
sitting in that gallery, when their elo- 
quence, like the streams of two mighty ri- 
vers, which, from their source, had held 
@ separate course, united its prodigious 
and impetuous volume against one common 
barrier—the state of the representation of 
the people in this house ; and what follow- 
ed? The house was delighted, instructed, 
transported, but not convinced. And yet 
was there any doubt that the state of the 
representation of the people was unequal, 
nay defective and faulty? Was there not, 
as upon this question, a most prevalent and 
clamorous opinion out of doors? The ma- 
chine too was in our hands; no co-opera- 
tion was needed ; we could trace effect di- 
rectly to its cause; we could substi- 
tute instantly the new fabric for the old one; 
‘what was it then that stopped our hands? 
Sir, the house acknowledged the evil, 
but dreaded the remedy. It was the 
sentiment of the majority in that day, 
A* Rather te bear the ills they had, 

Than fly to others which they knew not of”; 
and they added one instance more to many 
which are on record, in which a wise and 
cautious legislature has felt itself bound to 
delay the remedy of an acknowledged evil, 
contrary to the sentiments of the people 
out of doors, and of the greatest orators 
within.—It is unfair then to call those who 
oppose the present bill the abettors of sla- 
very and of the slave trade. Ifa bill were 
brought into this house with a view to abo- 


lish forgery, it might take for its preamble 
properly enough, ‘ Whereas forgery is con- 
trary to justice ;” but if it were to go on to 
prohibit the use of paper as a medium of 
exchange, and a representative of mone 
in commerce, and enact, that in future 
payments should be made in bullion only, 
although such a provision might effectually 
tend to rehder forgeries less frequent, yet 
those who should perceive the inexpediency 
and impracticability of such a measure, in 
the present state of commerce, and should 
therefore oppose the bill itself, ought they 
to be denominated the friends and abettors 
of forgery ? I find myself, sir, exactly thus 
placed, in respect to the bill now under 
consideration. No one values more the 
blessing of liberty, or regrets more the ex- 
istence and the baneful effects of slavery; 
no one is more ready to promote whatever 
may remedy the abuses of the slave trade, 
or mitigate the miseries of a state of sla- 
very ; but this bill, sir, is not, in my op: 
nion, calculated to accomplish those ob- 
jects, although.it professes to be so: and 
if, acknowledging the evil, we are not to be 
allowed to call in question the insufficiency 
and inapplicability of the remedy, we are 
treated exactly as a mountebank treats his 
audience. He pathetically describes every 
disorder to which the human frame is sub- 
ject, he touches some spring of sympathy 
in every one of his hearers, and then offers 
them his pill, neatly boxed and labelled— 
** Can you bear to hear of your pains and 
your sufferings, and not wish to ease them? 
Here is your cure ; takeit upon my credit, 
don’t examine into its composition, or en« 
quire into its operation. You have my 
word for it, it is safe and easy of digestion, 
and infallible in its effects.” And yet, sir, 
you would not think that man imprudent, 
who, before he swallowed the pill, should 
open and analyze its contents.—The noble 
lord (Howick) might have spared himself 
the proof of the small comparative value of 
the African part of the trade; it has been 
reducee by successive &:ts of parliament 
into tue mere means of necessary supply to 
the population of our old colonies; and, 
had not those colonies seen abolition sus- 
pended over their heads, their supply 
would have been. much smaller than the 
average of late years shews it to have been. 
There is, in fact, sir, no encouragement to 
the extension of cultivation in the colonies, 
under the expence of purchasing negroes 
for that purpose; and a hasty and some- 
what improvident importation and purchase 


+ 


of negroes has been here and there occa- 
sioned by the dread of immediate aboli- 
tion. I do not believe, that were you to 
remove that dread, our old colonies would 


require annually more than 7000 imported 


slaves : and looking to this limited trade as 
necessary for the welfare of the colonies, 
and for the advantage of a population of 
about 600,000 slaves, already existing 
there ; looking to it as subject to wise-and 
humane regulations, belonging to the British 
trade alone, and which I think, sir, should 
not have been opposed (those who opposed 
them, however, were jealous of an interfe- 
rence, the extent and full purport of which 
they could not foresee) ; looking also, sir, 
(and this is material,) to what is and has 
been the state of society in Africa, and the 
practice there, I cannot think that this rem- 
nant of the trade, thus existing, and for 
these purposes, calls upon us for its aboli- 
tion.—Sir, there has been a great and very 

evalent misrepresentation of what was 
the state of Africa previous to the colonial 
demand for slaves. I have seen publica- 
tions coming from respectable quarters, 


and extensively circulated by the aboli- 


tionists, which in positive terms assert, that, 
before the Europeans began to take slaves 
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these assertions, does indeed, in his mtro- 
duction to his seventh book, state, that, ace 
cording to the accounts of some preceding 
traveller, the inhabitants of Negro Land 
lead a brutal life, waging no wars, nor 
seeking conquests out of their own limits ; 
yet he, who travelled through these coun- 
tries himself, and who thinks it necessary 
to state, as an apology for being Jess parti- 
cular respecting one city, that he only staid 
there a month, Leo goes on to describe the 
different districts of Negro Land, and his 
account differs little from what we read of 
that country at this day. I have the pas- 
sages in my hand, sir, but I will not detain | 
the house by reading them, in which he 
states of many of the sovereigns of those 
parts, that they were perpetually at war, 
and liable to frequent predatory incursions 
from their neighbours. The sovereign of 
Tombuctou, in particular, by his account, 
was a most savage and insidious tyrant, 
invading, both by force and fraud, the do- 
mains of all the petty princes near him. 
Slaves were publicly sold to .the Moors 
and to the Egyptians, and at so cheap a 
rate, as that fifteen to twenty were paid for 
one horse—aud for what were these horses 
wanted, sir?—for the purposes of war: he 


from the coast, Africa enjoyed internal{was the most formidable potentate, who 


tranquillity, and that its wars and its mi- 
series, as we find them existing at this day, 


are all imputable to the European slave- 
trade. There is a pamphlet which has the 
respectable name of a noble lord* (Mun- 
caster), a member of this house, affixed to 
it, which, adverting to the account given by 
Leo Africanus (whowrote about the middle 
of the 15th century) of the negro nations, 
states, upon his authority, that the Africans 
never made war; and his lordship adds, 


could bring the most numerous cavalry into 
the field, and these were the instruments 
witn which he invaded and plundered his 
neighbours. Leorelates of one district, that, 
being placed betwixt two powerful and ware 
like states, and haying nooutlet for its proe 
ductions but over mountains impassable by 
camels, the slaves were compelled to carry 
over these mountains each a weight of 
100lbs. on their heads, for a space of ten 
miles, and sometimes twice in a day, so 


that ‘* this full and positive declaration of|that they became bald with the grievous 


the most intelligent historian of Africa, 
clearly proves that the whole of the slave 
trade now carried on by the Europeans has 
been alone the work, has been entirely 
brought about by the maritime nations of 
To the same purport his lord- 
ship reports—* That the amazing numbers 
which the Europeans are said to have pur- 
chased, but which they have unquestionably 
carried out of this unhappy country, have 
been clearly from a trade created, not di- 
Now, sir, it may seem extraor- 
dinary, but it is nevertheless true, that al- 
though the “ intelligent historian,” upon 
whose authority the noble lord grounds 


Europe.” 


verted.” 


pressure.*—Of Borno, adistrict of notless 
than 500 miles in extent from east to west, 
Leo relates, that the king was perpetually 
picking quarrels with his neighbours ; 
keeping up a large military force, yet having 
but little ‘income, excepting what he ob- 
tained by frequent predatory excursions 3 
so greedy, that, although he possessed 
plenty of gold, he yet obliged the merchants 
who traded with him, to take slaves in ex- 
change for what they bought, and some- 
times detained them from year to year, 
much against their will, until the season ar- 
rived for his military expeditions. Here 


* Historical Sketches of the Slave Trade, 


* The circumstance of their becoming bald, is in 
the Freach, and notin the Latin, translation of Leo, 


| 
| 
| | 


~ 
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sir, is Africa, at this early day, inviting the 
slave trade, not the slave trade seducing 
Africa. I might quote other passages from 
this ‘‘ most intelligent historian,” equally 
tending to shew how unjustifiable is the 
noble lord’s conclusion, upon his authority, 
but I will beg to refer gentlemen, who may 
be anxious for correct information, to the 
hook itself, and to the voyages of Cade- 
mosta, who wrote about the same time, 
and whose evidence has also been grie- 
vously misrepresented. ‘These accounts 
are not, sir, actually anterior to the com- 
mencement of the Portuguese trade upon 
the coast, although contemporary wiih its 
infancy, and they have not the smallest 
connexion with that trade, which commen- 
ced, as I understand, in another and more 
southern district of the coast. I will, also, 
sir, beg leave to call the attention of gen- 


_ tlemen to the accounts of the travellers 


Bruce and Parke, and more especially of 
the latter, which relate more directly to the 
scene of the colonial slave trade; and what- 
ever use may be made of some pathetic in- 
cidents which Parke has related, [ will ven- 
ture to say, that the whole tenour of what 
he tells us of the Negro nations does not 
lead to a conviction that we shall better 
their condition by abandoning this trade. 
We know that be, after all he bad seen, 
has expressed his doubts upon the subject 
in the plainest terms—doubts which he 
would not have expressed had they not 
been strongly prevalent in his mind. — I 
have read and heard, sir, that we are to look 
to Parke’s facts, and not to his opinions; 
and it has been insinuated, that his editor, 
Mr. Edwards, has foisted those opinions 
into the book. It happened to me, sir, 


‘once to converse with Mr. Parke, at a 


meeting of the Linnean society, when this 
very topic was started, and he assured me, 
that, not being in the habits of literary com- 
position, he was obliged to employ some 
one to put his manuscript into a form fit 
for the public eye ; but that every sheet of 
the publication had undergone his strict re- 
vision, and that not only every fact, but 
every sentiment of it was hisown. What 
Mr. Parke has written of the Negro na- 
tions, may be advantageously compared 
with the comment which Mr. Malthus bas 
connected with it in his book upon Popu- 
lation. I do not, sir, know the sentiments 
of Mr. Malthus upon the subject of the 
slave trade; but from what | read in his 
book, I gather no hopes of accomphshing 
a salutary revolution .u the ‘state of society 


in Africa by the operation of this bill. —] 
beg pardon of the house for thus trespassing 
upon its patience, but I think it material to - 
shew that the public bas not lad a candid 
summary of the evidence on this question 
laid before it, in the publications which 
have been so assiduously circulated. Most 
heartily do I wish, sir, that every bon. gent, 
who is to give his vote upon this question 
to-night, could lay his hand upon his heart, 
and say that he had attentively perused the 
evidence which lies upon your table. I do 
not mean ajl the voluminous accounts and _ 
figures, but that which is substantial evi- 
dence of facts: that he had consulted the | 
originals, and not relied upon extracts, for 
I am no friend to extracts, either in litera. 
ture or morality; they are seldom made 
with an intention of leading us impartially 
into the spirit of the work from which they 
are selected.—These are my reasons, sir, 
for doubting whether even a concurrent 
abolition of the slave trade would erect the 
Utopia in Africa which the imagination of 
the abolitionists has projected; but a par- 
tial abolition, an abandonment of that small 
share which we now carry on for the sake 
of our old colonies, and which we carry on 
under the strictest regulations for the pre- 
vention of abuses, cannot pretend to have 
the smallest effect towards that object. It 
has the double disadvantage of precluding 
the hope of our ever bringing about a con- 
current abolition, and of inviting our rivals 
to assume, a$ soon as they can, our place 
in the trade, infinitely to the disadvantage 
of Africa in point of humanity. It opens. 
the door to France to forin and to extend 
colonies upon terins the must advantageous, 
and forbids us, under all possible circum- 
stances, either of our own, or of rival co- 
lonies, or of Africa, to support and recruit 
those we possess by an imported popula- 
tion, Is it, sir, a doubt whether France 
will greedily avail herself of this opportu 
nity? Is it not, on the contrary, an ac- 
knowledged axiom of French policy, that 
her colonial‘and naval power must rise and 
fall together? We have the recent declara- 
tion of him who is now at the head of her 
government, to this effect; and the history 
of the French commerce and maritime 
strength justifies the policy. In 1715, when 
Louis the XIV. died, she had only 100 
ships of small tonnage in ber colonial trade ; 
at the time of the revolution, when she was 
become a formidable naval power, she had 
in that trade more than 800; from the 
city of Bourdeaux alone, with the colony 


| | 


. 


of St. Domingo, more than 400 vessels, of 
an average of 400 tous each, and carrying 
a larger proportionate number of seamen 
than our ships do, were constantly trading. 
Her whole export tonnage to all Europe, 
English America, and the Levant, in 1789, 
was 580,000 tons, of which only 152,000 
were French ; so that her colony trade was 
that alone to which she could look for her 
useful seamen. Is it then a doubt, sir, 
with any man in this house, whether France 


will, at a peace, seek to render her West- 
Andia colonies flourishing, and seek to do 


it by recruiting their population from 
Africa? As to the Spanish share of the 
trade, I have it in my power to relate a 
fact, which ougbt to make a stronger im- 
pression than any general reasoning, An 
hon. baronet, once an intelligent member 
of this house, and then one of the first, if 
not the very first, merchant in Europe, now 
retired both from trade and politics, but 
whose near relations in this house can con- 
firm, if need be, the circumstances I state, 
was, soon after the peace of Amiens, at 
Paris, where he was applied to by one of 
the most respectable mercantile houses of 
that capital, in conjunction with another 
at Madrid, to undertake the furnishing of 
15,000 African slaves for Cuba. Some 


‘time was to be allowed for doing it; but 


6,000 were to go immediately, My friend 
replied, that his house had no concern in 
the African trade : however, considering the 
respectability of those who applied to him, 
he undertook to furnish them with the cor- 
rectest possible information from Liver- 
pool and London upon the subject, He 
did so; and the result was, that they 
thanked him for the information, which 
they said had been useful in convincing 
them that they could be supplied otherwise 
upon cheaper terms. However humane 
our regulations might be, they rendered 
the freight of the negro too dear, and that 
would not suitthem, This, sir, is a single 
fact, but it is an authentic and recent one, 
and of magnitude enough to lead us to re- 
flect how fay we conduce to the advantage 
of Africa, by abandoning our part of this 
trade.—It cannot be doubted, sir, that in 
the West Indies the treatment of slaves has 
been progressively ameliorated. ‘The ac- 
counts which have been produced and 
cited by the noble lord (Howick) tend 
to prove it. It is stated in those accounts, 
that the increase by births in proportion to 
the deaths, has, as far as it can be ascer- 
tained by these accounts, been advancing. 
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and what are we to gather from this, sir, but 
thatthe planters do not need the compulsion 
which you pretend to lay upon them by 
this bill, to treat their slaves with humanity ? 
If this fact be connected with the small 
amount of that supply which the islands 
now need, do we not see that all the objects 
which the abolitionists profess to have in 
view are gained or gaining—that the suppl 

itself is lessening, and the need of that sup- 
ply lessening too? And this we find is pro- 
gressively effecting without violence, with- 
out a measure that may elevate the Blacks 
into a phrenzy, and plunge the Whites into 
despair, Admit however, that population 
by natural means is generally on the ad- 
vance, or rather that, barring accidents, the 
decrease is less rapid than it has been, this 
will not reach individual cases, nor will it 
remedy those accidents which humanity 
and vigilance neither «an foresee nor pre- 
vent, and which have so often depopulated 
particular districts aud whole islands.— 
There have been, sir, in the course of the 
debate, different measures of gradual abo- 
lition proposed, as substitutes for this 
bill, I cannot engage to support them ; 
but, considering the disposition now pre- 
vailing in parliament, it may be said that 
his majesty’s ministers, in respect to this 
measure, are all powerful; they need no 
concurrence on our side; and the respon 
sibility rests upon them not to inflict a se- 
vere and a dangerous remedy, if a safer and 
a milder will answer the purposes of hu- 
manity as well. Of the instances of 
cruelty which an hon. general (sir John 
Doyle) has detailed to the house, two, I ob- 
serve, were perpetrated by females; and I 
hope that the trite observation, ccrruptio 
bonarum pessiina, may be applied to these 
cases. If there exist the smallest doubt 
whether the general treatment of the slaves 
in the West Indies be kind and humane, why 
not send out, as has been suggested, a pare 
liamentary commission, to enquire into and 
to report the facts, rather than subject a 
large class of British subjects to the odium 
of their countrymen, by presenting, under 
aggravated colours, a few instances of 
atrocity, committed by individuals, of 
whom good and bad are to be found in every 
society ? I can state, with the utmost truth, 
that I have been connected as a merchant 
with about 60 estates in the island of 


Jamaica, and that, in the late distresses of . 


the trade, we have been compelled to ob- 
serve the utmost economy in the amount 


and value of the supplies sent out ; and yet 


| 


in not one single instance have we curtailed, 
or been desired to curtail, the articles 
which have been sent out for the use and 
comfort of the negroes, although, in almost 
every instance, we have done so in respect 
to those for the use of the whites.— 
—There is not yet, sir, any distinct under. 


"standing whether this bill is or is not to be 


accompanied with a provision of compen- 
sation for those whom its operation may 
injure ; and, unless some pledge to that ef- 
fect be given, I must consider that the in- 
justice it may inflict upon individuals is a 
fair argument against its principle. The 
noble lord (Howick) has stated, that it 
has not been usual for parliament on simi- 
Jar occasions to provide compensation 
prospectively ; and yet, sir, in those recent 
‘instances in which the legislature judged it 
fit to interfere merely with ancient usages 
(not with rights established under acts of 
parliament) for the sake of effecting im- 
provements in the port of London; I 
mean in the West-India and London dock 
acts—a provision of prospective compensa- 
tion, most liberal in its extent, is made for 
every description of persons to whose loss 
or injury those bills might operate. This, 
sir, is what we have done; and let me state 
a case which may happen, nay, which pro- 
‘bably will happen, if the spirit of reform be 
‘consistent. There are, sir, in this country, 
and more especially in the northern coun- 
ties, many large factories built, where 3 or 
‘400 persons are often confined together em- 
loyed in the spinning of cotton and silk : 
Fain prepared to say, sir, and there are 
many in this house who can confirm it, 
that those establishments, although highly 
advantageous in a commercial view, are 
fatal both to the health and to the morals 
of his majesty’s subjects: now, supposing 
that the philanthropic spirit were to be ex- 
tended to them, and their further exten- 
sion at least forbidden ; supposing we were 
to say, ‘* We pretend not to interfere with 
what exists already; keep the labourers you 
have got, we will not emancipate them, 
they are not fit for emancipation, they are 
corrupted and disordered, and incapable of 
the regular duties of life; but not one 
more ruddy-cheeked boy or blooming girl 
shall you seduce from their ignorant and 
‘deluded parents, and immure in your putrid 
haunts‘ of vice and disease. Tell us not 


.o* your ventilators and your artificial gasses ; 


the thing is contrary to first peincipler, and 
it must be discontinued.” Now, can we 
‘believe that he who had just built, at a con- 
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siderable expence, one of these factories, 
and had partially, or not at all, supplied jt 
with labourers, would not in this case cal] 
aloud for compensation? and could that — 
compensation be justly denied to him ? And 
yet, sir, the silk and cotton factor has not 
greater legislative authority to plead than 
has the West-India planter for his establish. | 
ment; nor is the supposed which ] 
have put of the former harder than the rea] 
one of the latter, after this bill passes; 
and, independently of the general ¢ase, 
there are individual cases of peculiar hard. 
ship, those of minors, of lessors, and of | 
proprietors of estates under trust, whose 
estates, immediately after this bill passes, 
will be either considerably ¢epreciated, or 
of no value at all.—There are some, sir, _ 
who will admit the truth of many of the 
considerations I have urged : they will ad- 
mit that we are about to make a sacrifice 
that is to cost us much, and to profit others — 
little or nothing. “ But,” say they, “ there 
is connected with the slave trade much | 
abuse and much inhumanity, and, at-all — 
events, we will wash our hands of any share | 
in it; we will have nothing to do with 
that which is either the offspring or the pa» 
rentof vice.’ Gentlemen should consider, 
sir, how far they would follow this prin- 
ciple, and whither it would lead them; it 
would certainly go the length of sup. 
pressing the licensing of alehouses, and the 
continuance of lotteries: can the mischiefs 
with which these are connected in society 
be doubted? If, sir, I were inclined to at- 
tempt the feelings of gentlemen in this 
house with a pathetic story, I could 
shew them, and at no great distance — 
from the metropolis, an industrious mother | 

with 6 or 8 children, their countenances 
pale, their limbs emaciated, and their bo- 
dies swoln with famine, picking up a scan. 
ty and insufficient subsistence by the only 
labour which such feeble hands can execute, 
while the father of this family, he who 
ought to support them, is taking what is 
called a plunge at the neighbouring ale- 
house, spending the fruits of one week’s 
labour, and mortgaging that of another; 
and this after having carried away the lea- 
thern bag from the cottage roof, which con- 
tained the pence and sixpences, the hard 
savings of the year (saved to pay the rent 
at Lady-day), and having sunk the whole of 
it with one of those itinerant propagators 
of ruin who now invade the privacy of your 


remotest villages with a cart stuck over with | 


lottery bills. This, sir, is nota fictitious nor 
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ane 


‘the general effect of human_ passions. 


- true colours, who possessed the power of 


“a 
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an uncommon case, and yet our philanthro-| considered the lottery a very bad mode of 
pists do not make it the theme of declama-}raising money, and Would concur in any 


tion or the object of reform. This is too 


measure for putting an ‘end to it, if thete 


near and. too obvious for them; their aim} were any prospect of success in the at* ; 
i$ more distant, their scope is larger ; the] tempt; but he was sorry to see gentlemen 


of modern reform does not act, sir,|Teduced to arguments of this sort. 


ike the rational principle of self-love so} Searched out every recess of misety and 
beautifully described by the poet, which|Vice in their own country, they looked 
first puts the centre in motion, and then ex-] around them every where for evils, and 
tends itself in progressive circles of bene-|hugged them all ‘to their bosoms. Wit! 
ficence to the extremities; the spirit. of|Tegard to the complaints that’ had been 
‘modern reform attacks at once the con-| made of his conduct towards the West-In- 


‘necting chain of the system, and, if the’ 


dia planters, he hdd’ always been as just 


‘whole do not fall to pieces at its touch, it| towards those gentlemen as he could. He 


‘works inwards till it shakes the centre. 
IT must, for’ the reasons J have given, 
beg against the second reading of the 
bill. 
“Mr, Wilberforce replied to the principal 
arguments which had been urged against 
‘the bill. He observed, that ever since he 
had engaged ‘in this discussion, he had al- 
‘ways endeavoured to avoid any expres- 
‘sion which might be considered unjustly 
injurious towards those who. opposed him. 
‘But it was not to be expected that the 
‘friends of the abolition were to overlook 


Despotic power could not be. possessed 
‘without much abuse in the exercise of it. 
‘All that be imputed to the West-India 
planters was, that they had yielded to the 
circumstances under which they existed. 
‘The children in the islands were accus- 
tomed to see an order of beings around 
‘them which they were taught to consider 
‘as inferior. Thus their prejudices were 
‘formed, It was not them, therefore, that 
‘he blamed, but those who, though ‘not 
“placed in a situation to be misled on the 
“subject. of. this, traffic, and who had the 
opportunity of seeing its horrors in their 


putting an end to the evil, and yet had 
‘guflered it to exist. He referred to Mr. 
Parke’s book, to shew the evils which the 
Slaye trade created in Africa, It had been 
‘contended that Mr. Malthus, in his Essay 
Population, bad favoured the slave 
trade; the fact, however, was not so. 
Indeed, Mr, Malthus had,called upon him 
‘that day, and expressed. his surprise to 
have learned, that ,in. some publications of 
‘the day he was regarded as @ favourer of 
“the slave trade; and stated that“he had 
‘written an appendix to his work, ‘to rempve 
that impression. It was said, why riot put 
end to the lottery, and other evilg in 


had never behaved to them with any harsh- 
ness, but he could néver carry complaisance 
so far towards them, or ary set of men 


Jalive; as to compliment away the rights 


and happiness of millions of human beings. 
The.lion. gent. pronounced an eulogiuth 
upon the display of charactet and talent 
whicl the house had that night witnessed 
on the side of humanity and justice, parti- _ 
culurly on the part of the younger metti- 
bers; whose lofty and liberal sentiments 
recommended and enforced by the eleva» 
tion of their rank, and the purity of their 
form, must tend to prodiice the happiest ef= 
fects upon all classes of the commiunity.. 
Such an indication of mind aud feeling 
must afford gratification to ary reflecting 
man, and diffuse the most salutary lessot}s 
throughout the country ; must shew to the 
people, that their legislators, and especially 
‘the higher order of their tig were for- 
ward to assert the rights of the weak against 
the strong; to vindicate, the cause of the 
oppressed ; and’ that where a practice was 
found to prevail, inconsistent with huma- 
nity and justice, no consideration of profit 
could reconcile them to its continuance. 
The genetous and humane principles which 
had been that day unfolded, were worthy 
of a British parliament to teach, and of a 
British people to learti. 

Sir Johi Doyle, itt explanation, stated, 
that the instances af oppression and ‘cru- 
elty. which he had cited, had taken place | 
in Carolina, when under the government 
of this couatry. dist 

Mr. Manning wis coiivinced’ that the 
abolition of the Africa slave trddé would 
not be attended with the injur} apprehend- 
éd to ‘thé West-India planters. The ne- — 


gto population of out colonies would, he 
was sure, Ue kept up withéut it. He had no 
estate in the British colonies. But in the 
Danish island.of Santa Cruz he had an 


this country? He acknowledged , that he 


ba ; and there bis“Danish majesty, by 
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an-ediet in 1783, put an end to the, impor- 
tation of slaves, after the lapse of ten 
- “years; and ever since then. the negro 


- population required no aid from African 
_ Mire Hiley. Addington could in- 


' duced fo assent. to. the meusure upon one 


Principle, namely that of the modification 
proposed to be introduced in the commit- 
tee by his right hon. relation (Mr. Ba- 
thurst), fot postponing to a more distant pe- 
_tiod the final abolition, and for a, gradual 
‘Progressin the measure. 
Bark Percy-suggested, that a, principle 
which he should wish to introduce into 
the bill; towards the final emancipation of 


the negroes,,would be to declare every ne- 


-gro-ehild free, who sball be born in his 
‘Majesty's dominions after the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1810.—The question was now loud- 
called for, and the house. divided. 
Ayes 283, noes 16, majority 267. The 
‘Rouse then’ resolved itself into a com- 
mittee pro formd, and at half-past four 
adjourned. 
_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, February 24... 

_ [Mrsvres.], The following is a list of 
_ the committee appointed to take into con- 


_ ‘sideration the petition cemplaining of an 


undue return for the county of Mayo: J. 
-Woelmore, A. H. Holdsworth, W. E. 
_ Lockhart, hon.G. Elliott, hon. C. H. But- 
Jer, hon. T, C. Onslow, P. C. Bruce, C. 
Leigh, J. D. Poreher,G. Skene, ‘T. D. 


__Drake, lord R..S. Fitzgerald, T. Tyrwhitt ; 


nominees, hon, J. Butler, hon, Knox. 
=-On the. motion of lord Temple, the 
-bouse resolved itself into a committee 
‘on the South Sea Trade bill. Counsel 
being declared to be in attendance on the 
_ part of the South Sea company, Mr. Cripps 
,moved that they be called in. This pro- 

duced long discussion. On the one 

hand, it was contended by lord Temple, 
‘Mr. Jacobs, Mr. Corry, Mr, Courtenay, 
“aud Mr..C. Wynne, that no cage had been 

made out to. prove the necessity of the 
‘delay, which the hearing of counsel must 
occasion. The petition from the South Sea 
company did not state, thgt ‘they sustained 
from the a. Clear 
proof of injury could be shewn, they were 
‘not entitled to be heard by counsel. Their 
charter had been granted to them with this 
. express limitation, that they should trade 
_ to the possessions of the king of Spain alone, 
as was demonstrated by the, exceptions in 
“that charter. One million and ‘a half of 


| British. roperty was at stake, the securi 
of which depended on passing the bill wit 


Lpromptitude; for if any of the valuable 
ships that had been treighted to Buenos 
Ayres should ehance to, be host before the 
bill should be so passéd, the underwriters 
would not be respousible. The bill had 
been brought in with the consentof the | 
rcompany ; for when it was first Pacers 
that the voyages to South America were 
illegal, his mujesty’s ministers had thought 
it their duty to bring in a@ bill in order to 


{render them legal. In December last, a 


draft of the bill was sent to the directors of 
the South Sea company for theif opinion, 
and iu January a committee of the direc. 
tors attended the privy council, when a 
discussion of the principle of the bill took 
place. Several alterations suggested. by 
the directors were agreed to by the privy 
council, and the directors then signified. 
their approbation of the bill, of which. the 
bill then before the house was a copy, werd 
for word, with the excéption of those 
changes of expression which the recapture 


fof Buenos Ayres fequired, If any claim 


could hereafter be made out for compensa- 
tion, the justice of the house would induce 
them to listen to such elaim with the at- 
tention which its merits demanded.—On 
the other hand, it was maintained by Mr, 
Cripps, sir I’. Turton, and Mr. H. Thorn- 
ton, that the petitioners ought to be heard 
by counsel, and that the petition could 
not throw any obstaele in the way of the 
plans of government, or the commetce of 
the country. The direetors of the South 
Sea company bad a great duty to fulfil. 
They were the guardians of the property 
of the bolders of their stock to the amount 
of above 26,000,000/. The statetient 
made ona late evening, that for 65 years 
the comparly had allowed their right to lie 
dormant, was untrue; for during the who 

of that period they had been in the habit 
of granting licences, although it was alfow- 
ed that those licences were not of much 
value. The right which their charter con- 
ferred upon them was valuable and trans 
ferable, and were it offered to the ports 
of London or Liverpool, might doubtless 
be exchanged for a large consideration. 
During the last week the directors hadre- 
ceived numerous letters from proprietors, 
in different parts ofthe country, urging 
them, should Buenos Ayres again fall into 
the hands of the English, to avail them- | 
selves of their privileges. With regard to 
remuneration for the loss of these privi- 


leges, @ very moderate one was desired. 
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The duty on goods exported to and im- 
ported from Buenos Ayres was 124 per 
cent. This duty might easily bear the ad- 
dition of an eight per cent, which would 
afford the small remuneration required,— 
The motion for hearing counsel was then 
negatived without a division. The blanks 
in the bill were filledup, and the report 
was ordered to be received on Thursday. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, February 26. 


[Mivutes.] This day a hallot took 


place for acommittee to try and determine 
the merits of the petition complaining of 
an undue election for Malmsbury, and the 
following members were chosen: R. Fer- 
guson, lord Mahou, James Dawkins, T. 
P. Symmonds, W. Wingfieid, M. P. An- 
drews, S.Boddington, R. Morris, H. Swann, 
W. Jacob, viscount Newark, J. Buller, T. 
Stanley ; nominees, viscount Marsham, H. 
Joddrell, esq.—Sir E. Knatchbull stated, 
that some circumstances had occurred which 
had induced him to abandon the notice’he 
had given for that day, relative to the con- 
duct of a certain witness before the Sand- 
wich road committee. The hon. baronet 
took occasion to disclaim any other.mo- 
tive in the proceeding than that of a de- 
sire to maintain the dignity and character 
of that house. At the same time that he 
made this statement, be could not suppose 
that any member would be inclined to sus- 
pect him of being actuated by any other 


{[Mr. Pavit’s Pevrition RESPECTING 
gue Westminster Luection.} 
Folkestone called the particular attention of 
the house to a petition which he held in 
his hand from James Paull, esq. the peti- 
tioning candidate for Westminster. The 
noble lord stated, that the petitioner com- 
plained of a breach of the standing order 
of that house which regarded witnesses, 
and requested that it might ‘be read. 
It declares, “ ‘I'hat if it shall appear that any 
** person hath been tampering with any wit- 
** ness, in respect of his evidence to be given 


“ to this house,or any committee thereof, or 


“ directly or indirectly hath endeavoured 
“to deter. or hinder any person from ap- 


- “ pearing, or giving evidence, the same is 


“ declared to be a high crime and misde- 
“‘meanour; and this house will proceed 
“* with the utmost severity against such of- 


“ fender.”—The noble lord then presented 


the following Petition, which was zead_ by 
the'clerk at thetable: 


united kingdom of: Great Britain 
and Ireland in Parliament assembled : 
‘The humble Petition of James Paull, 
esq. one of the candidates to represent 
the city of Westminster at the last elec- 
tion for members uf Parliament to-serve 
for the said city, 
“* Sheweth, That at the said election the 


2, Pauls Petitionlc. fogs 
the honourable the commons of 


right hon. R, B. Sheridan was returned a— 


member to serve in parliament for the said 
city. That-your petitioner presented a pe- 


tion to this hon. house, against the retura ° 
of the said R. B. Sheridan, charging him, 


among other things, with having procured ' 


the same by means of undue and illegal 


influence, by threats and‘ meniaces, and by 


divers aets of bribery and corruption. That 


the said petition was appointed to be ta- 


ken into-consideration on the 24th of this 
instant month.of February. That this ho- 
nourable house thought fit, at the instance 


of the said R, B. Sheridan, to postpone’ 


the consideration of the said petition until | 


the 14th of April now next ensuing. - That 


your petitioner bas lately discovered that 


the said R. B. Sheridan, in defiance of the 
standing orders of this house, and to the ma- 
nifest subversion ofevery principle of justice, 
has, by divers nefarious ways and means, 
tampered with and endeavoured to corrupt, 
and has attenspted to persuade and to de- 
ter and hinder, certain persons whom your 
petitioner intended and still intends to ex- 
amine, and who are and will be material 
witnesses upon the trial of the said peti- 
tion,. from appearing on the day when tlie 
said petition shall be heard, and from gi- 
ving their unbiassed, or any, testimony on 
behalf of your petitioner, and against the 
said R. B. Sheridan.—That one Wm. Drake 


was and still is a material witness sum-' 


moned on behalf of your petitioner, and 


that the said W. Drake having, on or’ 


about the LOth of this instant February, in- 
formed the said R. B. Sheridan that he had 
been so summoned, and having enquired of 
him the course he was to pursue, the said 


R. B. Sheridan told him to leave that bu- | 


siness to him,’ that he would procure him 
a situation abroad, and ke would also pro- 
vide forthe father of the said W. Drake, 
aud added, that the said W. Drake might 
have any money he pleased, and wished the 
said W. Drake to keep out of the way, and 


not to give, and to intimidate, and deter, 
and hinder him’from giving, complete and 
unbiassed testimony before the pe 


ect come 


endeavoured to persuade the said W.Drake © 
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nittee of the facts, known to. him relative 
o.the said.election, and did. offer to give 
money to the-said.W, Drake for him to 
procure for. thes said Ri B. Sheridan ja 
certain Jetter, in, the possession.of one 
Emanuel Harris, and which letter the said 
Ex Harris had been required by an order of 
the right hon, the speaker to produce be- 
fore the said committee; and that the said 
Ry B.Sheridan did. also, ou or about Thurs- 
day, the 19th of Feb, instant, again offer 
the said W. Drake. money, and a situation 
of profit, with the same view, and. did 
likewise on the. last mentioned day, endea- 
vour to persuede one Tho, Weatherhead, 
 n@t.to give an unbiassed testimony on the 


trial of the said, petition, And. that. one, 


Adex. Johuston, ove Frederick Homen, one 
E.dwards,, and divers others the agents and 
partisans ofjthe said R. B. Sheridan, did 
also tamper with the said W. Drake, and 
endeavour to persuade and to. deter, .and 
to hinder him from giving unbiassed testi- 
mniony before the said committee; and the 
said’'A. Johnston and F..Homan. did also 
endeavour to persuade and induce the said 
W. Drake to procure the. aforesaid letter 
from the said Harris. —That the said R. 
Sheridan, by one.Henry Burgess, one 


James Wallace,.and one John Gallant, and. 


divers. others hjs agents and partisans, did 
also tamper with. divers other witnesses 
summoned by your petitioner to give testi- 
mony on his behalf: and im particular that 
the said James Wallace’ and John Gallant 
didinformoneW m.Sperring, one Wm. War- 
ren, one Jeremial James, one John Pul- 
len, one: Daniel, Richardson, one John Ba- 
lam, and one Christ, Rich rdson, whom 


he knew bad been so summoned, that it] 


was intended -to move this hon. bouse. to 
postpone the consideration of the said pe- 
tition untila future day, by which means 
the erders to attend the said committee, 
with which they had been served, would be 
invalid and,of no use ; and thataf it were 
postponed but for ove day, there would, be 
time for them all to get out of the way to 
avoid their being served second: time ; 
and added, that when they had. succeeded 
in putting it offy each person should have 
money to go! out of the wey to prevent: his 
being summoned ; and your petitioner has 
been informed ad.vertly believes that the 
said Ds Rithardson, and W, 


Warren ate now,,out of the way, and have} 


en (persuaded! and: induced todo by: 
thesmeabds said: Bs 


Sheridan, and the several 


and pattisans, aforesaid, with- divers others, 
have conspired together, in manner afore... 
suid, and in divers other ways, for the pur- 

pose of depriving your petitioner of hisjust 

right, and preventing him from establishing 

by his. witnesses before a committee of 

your honovrable house, bis claim to repre~.: 
sent the said city of Westminster.—<All 

which transactions of the said R. B. Shee. 
ridan, his agents, and partisans, are to the 

great injury of your petitioner, in the ma- 

nifest violation of the standing orders of 
this hon. house, in defiance. of justice, in 

breach of the law, and to the utter de-- 
struction of equal trial. Your petitioner 

therefore prays that he may be permitted ; 
to prove the facts above stated, at the bar. 
of this hon. house, that he*may be beard 

by his counsel at the bar, and that this 
hon. house will take his witvesses under 
its: protection, and give. such relief as in 

justice. shall to this hon. house seem fit, 

And your petitioner shall ever pray, &e,”. 
+-Upon the motion that the petition should 

lie on the table, Hid baad 

Mr. Sheridan, rose to ask the noble lord, 
whether .it was his, intention to follow up» 
this petition by any grave proceeding, be~. 
cause, ‘if so, he would reserve what he had. 
to state upon this subject, until such pro- 
ceeding should be proposed? 

» Lord Folkestone replied, that he meant 
the next day to ground a motion upon this 
petition, of which he took that opportunity: 
to give notice.—The petition was. then 
ordered to lie on the table. 
_ Mr. Wilberforce reminded the noble 
lord, that a question of considerable im-: 
portance stood-for the next day- 

The Speake;' observed, that as the motion: 
of. the noble lord referred to a breach 
of privilege, it-naturally took precedency 
of every other-question. 

Lord Howicgk concurred with the opis: 
hion the house had just heard from the 
chair, that it had always been usual to. 
proceed to the consideration of any charge 
connected with a breach of privilege with: 
ull, convenient expedition, | Indeed, the 
promptiinvestigation of such an important 
point was sodesirable, that he should wish it 
ta be gone into that pight. If the poble lord 
wereInclinéd to proceed, he could not sup+ 
pose that there existed ion any side of the 
housethe slightestindisposition tohearhim, 
Lorde Folkestone, after: all. that: he had’ 
heardof the doctrine. of notives, was not 
iprépared to ekpeéct that thé house! would 
be willing to entertain a. question: of this 
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_ termi 
_ He would be glad to have the whole. of that 


sions, he. confessed that he was not ready 
to enter into this question at'present: nor 
did:he believe the parties interested for the 
petition were ready either. 


eral practice in this particular instance. 


Mr. Sheridan. felt it his duty to abstain 


at present from any remark upon this ex- 
traordinary petition. Indeed, if he were 
now.to enter into its allegations, he very 


much apprehended that he might be led to 


speak of it in warmer terms of scorn and 
contempt than would be quite becoming, 
after the order .which the house had just 
made, His hope and desire was, that the 
consideration of this subject would be pro- 
ceeded. upon as soon as possible, and he 
sincerely wished that the noble lord might 
collect: and preseut petitions, containing 


all: the charges circulated agaist him, 


either during the progress, or since the 
ion of the Westminster election. 


transaction brought before the house, and 
fully investigated, It was not one act 
alone, but every part of the proceeding 
that it was his wish to have discussed, ' He 


had no reason to be afraid of any thing 


that could be proved. It was the loose al- 
legation which originated in falsehood, 
which was propagated by craft, and shrank 
from enquiry, that could alone affect his 
interest. With regard the charges 
against him, contained in the petition be- 
fore the house, he did not know whether 
it would be decent to say that every word 
of them was a gross falsehood, But this he 
knew, that he was fully prepared to shew 
at the bar, if permitted to prove, that all 
the witnesses examined at the bar were for- 
sworn, but that, he said, would be mat- 
ter for future observation. 


Lord Howick rather wished the house 


shoujd not separate without some farther 
proceeding upon the subject of the petition. 
As tothe doctrine of notices, he did not 
conceive it by any means so sacred’as the 
noble lord professed to think. It certain- 
ly was not a settled practice, or astandimg 
order, although it had of late been general- 
ly observed. This practice, therefore, 
heed-not be adhered to on'the present ‘oc- 


tasion. His desire was'to avoid any un+ 
_ Hecessary delay, and that the noble ‘lord 


should at once move to réfer the petition 
Yo the committee ‘of privileges ; and after 


For neither he |’ 
not they could have expected that the house 
would have felt disposed to deviate from its 
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without previous fotites’ Such 
notice’benig always usual upon grave occa- 


‘such motion, ‘he would then suggest to the 
noble lord the propriety of appointing a 
day fur the house to resolve itself into 
such committee. He was sorry, as the 
noble lord adhered to notices, that. he did 
not, on some-former day, give notice of 
this petition, and then there could be no 
‘reason for the delay that noble lord now 
proposed. . Without entering at present 
into the general merits of the petition, he 
had no hesitation in saying that there was 
‘one part of the prayer with which he could 
not concur. Indeed, it would be quite 
unusual to introduce counsel upon such an 
occasion. But independently of custom, 
the house must feel that it would be incon- 
sistent with its dignity to have counsel at 
its bar, discussing the nature of its own 
privileges, and the means of preserving 
them. That part of the prayer of the pe- 
tition, therefore, he should feel it his duty 
to oppose. He again said, that he should 
wish the noble lord to. proceed at once 
upon this important quéstion. 

The Speaker observed, that as the house 
had already ordered the petition to hie on 
the table, it was now too late to make any 
other order. 

Lord Folkestone was not aware that it 
had ever been the practice to\give any no- 
tice of the intention to present a petition. 
If such had been the custom, the noble 
sectetary would not have had to express 
any regret on this occasion. The only no- 
tice which he understood custom to’re= 
quire, he had not neglected in this instance, 
namely, that of apprising the individual 
concerned of his intention to present sech 
a petition, For he: himself left a note the 
preceding day at the house of the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan) acquainting 
him of his intention of presenting the peti- 
tion this day. With respect to the nature 
of his future proceeding, he felt some diffi- 
culty in determining, in.consequence of the 
declaration which the house had just heard 
from the noble secretary. of state, as he 
had calculated upon the necessity and 
propriety of counsel to-examine the witnes~ 
ses, ‘This new difficulty rendered him -of 
course still ‘iess‘eapable of proceeding’ with 
the promptitude which the nable secretary 
professed to desire. At this desirehe could 
not help feeling some-astonishmeiit, censi- 
dering how much ‘the doctrine of notices had 
been ofteninsisted 
that the: neglect of previous notice had 
been sometimes deemed a fatal objection to 
the adoption of a niotion, « But to return-te 
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be immediately found. He therefore should 


_ him which could warrant any man in sup- 


the noble 
‘that night, the fact was, that such a course 
would serve to render the whole business nu- 
gatory, and wouldindeed operate tostifle the 
enquiry, as none of the necessary witnesses 
were then in attendance, nor could, perhaps, 


postpone the subject until the next day. 

‘ Lord Howick, influenced by what had 
fallen from the chair, did not mean to press 
any farther proceeding that night. But, 
in order to ‘obviate the possibility of any 
‘misconception or misconstruction arising 
out of what the noble lord had said relative 
to the idea of rendering this business nuga- 
tory, or stifling enquiry, he thought it neces- 
sary to repeat the substance of what he 
had before stated. In urging the. noble 
lord tu: move at once for referring the pe- 
tition on the table to a committee of privi- 
leges, he by no means proposed that the 
noble lord should at once be called on to 
produce his witnesses, and go into the en- 
quiry ; on the contrary, he had distinctly 
stated, that a future day should be ap- 
pointed for the committee to sit. There- 
fore, no expression whatever had escaped 


posing that he wished the noble lord to be 
taken by surprise, or hurried into the en- 
quiry without ample preparation. Now, 
in order that full time should be allowed 
the noble lord to prepare and bring for- 
ward his witnesses, he proposed that the 
further consideration of this subject should 
be postponed till Monday. Perr 
_ Lord Folkestone expressed his willingness 
to adopt the suggestion of the noble secre- 
tary of state, by postponing till Monday 
his intended motion upon the subject of 
Mr. Paull’s petition. Ye 
Mr. Adam wished to know the precise 
nature of the noble lord’s motion, in order 
that gentlemen should have an opportunity 
previously to consider it: for with all the 
desire that he felt to have a charge of such 
aggravated character probed to the bottom, 
still he might feel himself under the neces- 
sity of negativing the noble lord’s motion, 
should it prove to be incorrect in its nature. 
 Lerd Folkestone felt himself unable to 
give a precise answer to the learned gent.’s 
‘question, particularly in consequence of 
what, had fallen fromthe noble secretary 
of state, He therefore could not at present 
Say distinctly what would be the form of his 
motion; but had no, objection to state 
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secretary's wish ‘for proceeding | tion as to the charges alleged in the petition, 


|New Pray or Lord Cas. 
tlereagh, before he proposed to name anos. 
ther day forthe consideration of the Fi. 
nancial Resolutions he had laid before the 
house, wished to take this opportunity of 
submitting three other resolutions which he. 
proposed to bring under its consideration, 
He did not wish to enter into any detail 
that could provoke discussion or call for 
| reply. His object was, simply to state the 
object of the new resolutions he meant to 
propose. He felt himself called upon to 
bring forward these resolutions, and par-. 
ticularly in consequence.of certain expres 
sions which fell from an hon. gent. (Mr, 
H. rnton), whose opinions were much 
looked up to on all subjects, but particu. 
‘larly on subjects of this nature. That hon,. 
gent.had complainedthat his (lord C.’s) reso. 
lutions instituted comparisons between the 
noble lord’s system and the old mode (Mr, 
Pitt's) of raising the expences within the 
year, and not with either of the plans he 
proposed to substitute, and that this was 
not fair‘at a time when it was universally 
agreed that further taxation ought to be 
abstained from. Two of the resolutions 
he had now to propose, were to shew that: 
the noble lord’s plan would bear as little 
comparison with the modifications of it 
which he had proposed, as with the old sys« 
tem. The third resolution was to shew, 
that by the noble lord’s mode of managing | 
the sinking fund, more injury would be 
done to the stockholders, than. by the . 
former system, or either of the plans pros 


verbal amendments in the resolutions now 
before the house, in order to put the house 
fully in possession of his views. Upon the 


alter the opinion be had at first formed of 
the noble lord’s plan, and his objections to 
it were rather confirmed and increased, 
than ‘diminished.—The further considera- | 
tion of all the resolutions was then de- 
ferred till Monday fortnight. The whole 
of the Resolutions moved bythe noble lord 
were as follow: 
No. 1,— That it is proposed by the 
New Plan of Finance, brought forward by 
the chancellor of the exchequer, that the 
annual excesses of the present sinking 
fund, above the interest of the debt charged 
upon it in any given year, should be de- 
clared to be at the disposal of parliament, 
and applicable to the public service.” And 


nerally, that the object of it would be to 
witaesses called to the bar for examina- 


it appears that the aggregate produce of : 


posed by him. He wished to makea few _ 


fullest consideration, he saw no reason to ~_ 
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amount of 633,062/. will fall in between 
"the years 1807 and 1826. (K.)—That it 


_ years, by the application of the same 


_ fied, or reduced, on a peace; whilst it is 
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the said excesses, between the years 1816 
and 1826, will amount, in. the whole to 
11,122,809/. (E.)*—That annuities to the 


is proposed by the New Plan of Finance, to 
charge, on the aggregate produce of the 
said.excesses of the sinking fund, and upon 
the said annuities, the interest and sinking 
fund of 204,200,000/. supplementary 
loans (B.); and to impose, in aid of the 
said aggregate produce, between the years 
1810 and.1816, new taxes, to the amount 
of 2,051,000/. (C.)—That, in addition to 
the supplementary loans so to be provided 
for, it is proposed. by the New Plan 
to raise war loans -to the amount of 
292,000,0007. on the credit of the war 
taxes, amounting to 21,000,000/, (C.)— 
That the war and supplementary loans of 
each year, added to so much of the war 
taxes as may remain unmortgaged, will 
produce in each year respectively the sum 
of 32,000,000/. (B.)—That, in order to 
raise the said sum of 32,000,000/. in each 
year, without mortgaging the war taxes, 
there would be required, in addition to the 
21,000,000/, of war taxes; an annual loan 
of 11 millions only.—That, without any 
mortgage upon the war taxes, (supposing 
the charge und the permanent provision 


-. for the interest and sinking fund of the}: 
same, to arise proportionably in the re-| _ 


ective years) an annual loan of 11 mil- 
lions might be provided for, for nearly 19 


funds ; vic. the annuities, amounting’ to 
683,062/.; the excesses of the sinking 
fund, amounting to 11,122,809/.; and, the 
new taxes intended to be imposed by the 
New Plan, amounting to 2,051,000/., on 
which the supplementary loans are to 
be charged,” 


No. 2.—“ That the-propased system of 
Finance proceeds gradually to mortgage, for 
14 years, the whole of the war taxes for 
the interest of loans in war,—That. these 
taxes are not generally of a nature which 
can,.with. propriety, be so pledged as se- 
veral of them (such as the tax on tonnage 
and exports, and the duties on tea and 
en-spirits) must probably either be modi- 


proposed by the said Plan, that the proper- 
ty tax, amounting to 11,500,000/. should in 


Note.—The letters refer to the tables in the 
printed-papers,in which the price of the 3 per; 
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that event be entirely remitted; in which 
case (exclusive of any mortgage at the time 
affecting the residue of the war taxes) the 
portion of them which might be continued, 
without material prejudice to the public 
revenue beyond the war, must be wholly 
insufficient to equalize the revenue with the 
peace expenditure. 
Suppose a Peace Establishment at £.15,000,000 : 
Ifthe War Taxes were mortgaged, there would 
remain, 
Land and Malt - ~ <£.2,'750, 
Surplus of Consolida- 
ted Fund < - - - - 3,500,000 
Lottery ------- 450,000 
 £.6,100,000 ‘6,700,000 
Annual Deficiency to be provided for 
“by New Loans or Taxes - - - - - = 8,300,000 
Supposing the Peace Establishment to 
amount to 
The Deficiency to be provided for, in 
like manner, would be - - - - - - - 13,300,000 
No. 3.“That the New Plan will re- 
quire loans to a greater amount, to be 
raised in each year, than would be required 
if the usual system of borrowing were per- 
severed in, j 
By the present System, in order to 
cover a War. Expenditure of £.32,000,000 
There would be wantedin each _ ' 


year, in.aid of the twenty- 
one Millions War Taxes, a 


Loanof ----------- 11,000,000 
Amounting, in'twenty years, to 220,000,000 
Amount of War Loans, for twenty . - 
years (B) -----*+--- 292;000,000 
Ditto of Sapplementary Loans, for é 
ditta (B)- 204,200,000 


Total + £1496,200,000 
Total Excess by the New Plan ~ > £.276,200,000 
The average capital to be annually raised 
by the New Plan is, ‘a 
Annual Amount of Loans, by the New Plan, on 

a 2U-years’ average : 
War Loan - - - - + - &- 14,600,000 
Supplementary Ditto - - - 10,200,000 
~ “Total by New Plan - 24,800,800 
Average Annual Excess by New Plan 13,800,009 


‘ 
- No. 4.—“Thatthe comparative Increase 
of the Public Debt, which would be: pro- 
duced by the two Systems, and the effect 
they will have on the proportionate amount 
ofthe sinking fun4, by their operation io 
20 years, is as follows: ake 
Errgct or THE Present System, 
AS existing under 32, Geo. III. cap, 
The Amount of Money Capital of the Public — 
Debt is (by Table N.) in the year 


cent, stock if taken at 60,- 
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Amount of ditto willsbey.in thd 
Year:1826, supposing 11 millions, 
raised in éach = 270,443,905 
Decrease of Debt-in 20 years, 
raising, millions in each 


99,950,414 | A 


OF THE New Pian: 
Amount ofthe Money Capital of the Pablic Debt 

“ander the New Pian, is, m 1807, £. 364 

The amount ofditto willbe, in 1826, 455,587 952 

Increase by New Plan in Wyears £. 0,544,210 
Decrease of Debt by Present System, 

as above « £. 95,350,417 

Increase of ditto by the New Plan $0,544,210 


Total increase of debt byNew System £. 183,894,667 | 


— 


Errect OF Present PLAN ON THE 
SINKING Funp: 
of Sinking Fund, ‘under the 
_Present System,on the Public Debt, 
Amount of ditto will be, in 1826 (N) 27,115,881 
Increase Fund in 18,610,839 
—— 
Errrct or tHE New Prawn on THE 
Sinxine Funp: 

Asbount of Sinking Fund, under 
New Systein, is ‘stated to “be; 

Amount ofditte ander the New Sys- 
tem, will be, in'188G -. - 26,201, 360 


Increase in'20 years’- - 1966 
, Difference in favour of . present 
System 


So that the’ ‘New Plan gives only 
26,901,360). sinking on a debt of 
455,537,934: ; whilst the, present system 
would give the- larger sinking fund of 
273115, 8812, -on. the» smaller debt of 
270,443,305/. (N.)—The proportion of the 
sinking fund to the whole debt, would be, un- 

_ der the present Plan, in 1826, above one- 
tenth ~Theproportion of the sinking fund to 
the whole debt, wnder the New Plan, will be 
in 1826, about one-seventeenth. (N.)—The 
sinking fund, under the present plan, 
above “stated at 27,115,881/. continues to 
inerease..at compound interest, after the 
year 1826, till the whole debt is redeemed, 


644,421 


The Sinking Fund,under the New Plansha-| 


ving attained its maximum of 28,155,358/. 
in-the year 1820, descends:to 26,901,360/. 
in the:year 1826; and must continue to 
decline after that. dong, the 
excesses shall be deducted.”* 


No.8. That an: Increase of 
for the interest aiid sittking fund of ne 
for the 80 years, inust take place under the | 


New with be Uke: charges} 


é. 6,515, O42 


which would take place, were the Present 
system persevered: in. 
Errects or THE Present (1 
Ammuat Loan 11,000,000.—-Charge 
for Tuterest and Sinking Fund (L) £, 733,393. 
mount of Loans for twenty 
“years, 220,000,000.—Charge - 
for ditto (Ia) = 1,665,600 


— 
Eerecr or tue New Pans it 
Charge of the Supplementary Loans,, a 
amounting in 20 years to £.204,200,000. 
Expiring Annuities deducted (c ) 14 
“War Taxes, mortgaged at the 
of'20 years, which are’to be libe- 
rated successively in. the next 14 
Years after 1826 - - « 


Charge, as above, under the 
_ Charge under the New Plan, for Sup- 
plementary, Loans only - 14,0883 
Difference, exclusive of Charge of 
Distribution, as stated in 
tion 8. A 


No. That. the Ways and. Means, 
proposed by the New Plan, to prevent the 
necessity of imposing. uew taxes. to any 
considerable amount, viz. the expiring, 
annuities, together with the excesses of 
the sinking fund above the interest of the 
unredeemed debt, are equally applicable, 
pro-tanto, to mitigate their increase under 
any other mode of raising loans which may 
be decided on, The means’ proposed .by 
the New Plan, of defraying. the. interest 
aud sinking fund of the. 
loans are as follows)» 
Produce of the. Excess. of ‘the Sinking, Fund, be- 
tween 1816 and 1826, above the interest of the 
‘Unredeemed Debt (F) 11,122,809 
Applicable by the fatting-in ef 
688,062 
New Permanent Taxes proposed by 
the New. Plan to be raised be- 
"tween 1810 und 1817, to the 
amount of (K) - 2.0000 


Total ~ + 


ie of Supplementary Loans, . 

. Annuities not deducted (C) - -. 14,296,388 
* Waysand Meansas above - - - - 13,856,871 
Remains to be provided for, exelu- 

of the charge of equalizing the 
Ways and Means,with thecharge, 
far asithey do not arise propor- 
i 439,514 
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Charge for the total amount of Loans, at the 
rate of 11,000,000/. a year, under the. pre- 
sent System, at 733,333/. per annum, for In- 
terest and Sinking Fund; the Expiring Annui- 


ties not deducted (K) - - --- £. 14,666,660 


As a Fund to supply this Charge,the 
‘Ways and Means, as above, for 
. gaising the Interest and Sinking 
Fund of the Supplementary Loans, 


may be applied, pro tanto - - - - 13,856,871. 


Remains to be provided for, in 
order te cover the charge, ex- 
clusive of the charge of dis- 
tribution, as above 

It therefore appears, that the means re- 
quiredto be applied under the New System, 
todefray the charge for Interest and Sink- 
ing Fund on the Supplementary Loans 
alone, would, with the addition of taxes to 
the amount of 370,272/., and the charge of 
distribution, as above, defray the total 
charges of the loans required to complete 
the fund of 32,000,000/. annually for war 
expenditure, without the necessity of any in- 
cumbrance whatever upon the War Taxes. 

No, 7.—‘* That the comparative Effects 
which would be produced on the Public 


Income by the two Systems on return of 


peace, and on the formation of a peace es- 
tablishment, are as follows: 


UnDER THE Present Plan: 
There would be no charge whatever upon 


any part of the war4axes. The whole 21} 


millions would remain free. The property 


tax, or whatever portion of the other war. 


taxes were not required towards making 
an adequate provision for the peace esta- 
blishment, might be immediately rensitted, 
leaving that resource unpledged, and 
available on the recurrence of war. 


Unper Tue New System : 
When peace takes place, a considerable 
part, if not the whole of the war taxes, 
will have been mortgaged. In the latter 
case, there will only remain a clear reve- 
nue of 6,700,000/. immediately applicable 
to support the charges of a peace esta- 


 blishment,—By table R. it appears that in 


1826, the excesses of the war, and present 
sinking fund, will, if peace be then made, 
amount to 10,720,730/. If this sum shall 


be then preferably applied to liberate aj. 


part of the property tax mortgaged for 
the war debt, the remainder of the property 
tax, and all the war taxes, will become per- 
manent taxes, and part of the consolidated 
fund, and be mortgaged, like the other 


_ parts of that fund, for the redemption of 


the war debt, and the present debt thus 
Vou, VIII, 


consolidated into a common debt; and 
the deficiency, on the peace establishment, 
must be provided for either by fresh taxes, 
or fresh loans.” 


No 8.— That the sum of 11 millions a 
year, required in aid of the 21 millions 
War Taxes, to complete the War Expendi- 
ture of 32 millions, may be raised (should 


|the privciple of applying the excesses of 


| the Sinking Fund to the public service be 
£.809,789, 


decided on) according to the following 


j mode, without mortgaging the war taxes; 


without swelling the loans to be raised 
within the year to the inordinate amount 
of 32 millions sterling ; without rendering 
new taxes of any materially greater amount 
necessary than it is proposed to lay on by 
the New System, and without making so 
considerable an addition to the debt as will 
be made, should the New System be carried 
into execution. 
The sum required as above, to pro- 

vide for a loan of 11 millions per 

ann., for 20 years, is - - - - £. 14,666,660 
The resources available, amount (ex- 

clusive of the charges of distribu- 


tion) to 13,856,871 


Deficiency - - - £. 809,789 


The deficiency of 809,7 897. exceeding on- 
ly by 370,272. the charges for supplemen- 
tary loans, would remain an additional 
charge to be provided for, in addition to 
the charge of equalizing the ways and 
means with the annual demands within the 
respective years.—As the charges upon a 
loan of 11 millions would, in each year, 
amount to 733,333/., ifit should be thought 
fit, in aid of the annuities, to raise, in the 
first 9 years, only the precise amount of 
taxes proposed by the New Plan, until the 
excesses of the sinking fund shall arise in 
1816; the difference between the above 
funds, and the annual charge of 733,333/. 
may be added as it arises in the said pe- 
riod, to the loan of the year; the interest 
and sinking fund thereon being defrayed, 
in the first instance, out of the consolidated 
fund, till otherwise replaced.” 


No. 8.—(A.) “ That the comparative ef- 
fects of the Plan in Res. 8. as contrasted 
with the New System, may be stated as 
follows ; 


Finst CasE.—Supposing peace to take 
place at the end of the ninth year, that is, 
in 1815: 
| 


g 

| | 


Capital borrowed in 9 years by New System. 
War ns 130,000,000 
_ Supplementary Loans - - - 30,200,000 
Total borrowed by New Plan f, 160,2000,00 
Capital borrowed in 9 years by Resolution 8. 
_ Ordinary Loans, at 11 millions an- | 
mnally --- ---- = = £. 99,000,000 
To equalize Ways and Means with ° 
. the charge, within the respective 
years, including the advances 
fromthe Consolidated Fund - - - 29,791,934 
Total borrowed by Resolution -" 128,791,234 
More capital borrowed by New Plan f. $1,408,766 


Debt remaining unredeemed at the end 
of 1815; also, Comparative Amount of 
Sinking Fund, supposing peace then to take 
place, the excesses of the war sinking fund 
in New Plan being previously deducted, in 
order to liberate the larger proportion of 
war taxes: 

‘ Debt: Sinking Fund: 

By New Plan - .584,480,570—18,278,435 - 
By Res. 8. - - 


£. 6,931,198 


By New Plan, War Taxes pledged, and 
rendered permanent after the exces- 
' sesof War Sinking Fund have been 
_ deducted £ 9,517,749 
By Resolution 8. War Taxes pledged - Nil. 
By New Plan, Loan raised in 1815 - - 24,000,000 
ByRes.8. Ditto,including asum equal to 
the advances from Consolidated Fund 17,019,360 


Tn the above case no new taxes, beyond 
those to be imposed by the New Plan, will 
be required; as the excesses of the pre, 
sent sinking fund arising in 1816, will fully 
supply the permanent provision for the 
postponed charge of the loans raised in the 
preceding 9 years, : 
Seconp Case.—Supposing war to con- 
tinue to the end of 20 years : 
Capital to be raised by New Plan. 
_ War Loans = - - ~-'- - - 292,000,000 
Supplementary Loans - - - 204,200,000 
Total borrowed by New Plan £. 496,200,000 


Ditte, by Resolution 8, 11. millions 
in each year . 

To equalize Ways and Means up 
to1815_— 

To equalize ditto up to 1826, suppo- 
sing 500,0001. New ‘Taxes (in 
addition to those proposed by New 

- . Plan) to be imposed in each of 
the. 6 yearssuccessively from 1816 

to 1821, both inclusive - - - - + 16,807,600 
Total Capital borrowed by Res.8 - /. 266,598,834 
More Capital borrowed by New Plan - 229,601,166 


220,000,000 


29,191,234 


Debt remaining unredeemed at the end of 
1826; also; Comparative Amount of Sink- 
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ing Fund, supposing peace then made, 
the excesses of the war sinking fund being 
previously deducted in order to liberate 
the larger proportion of War Taxes: 


By New Plan 
in 1896 423,636,5 


By Res. 8. in do, 341,960,615—15,740,171 - 
Moredebt un- 


redeemed by 
New Plan. 
By New Plan, War ‘Taxes pledged, and rendered 
permanent after the excesses of the War Sinking 
Fund have been deducted - - - - £&. 10,279,270 


£. 86,675,957 


By Res 8. War Taxespledged - --- Nil. 

; 
By New Plan, loantobe raised in 1826 - 32,000,000 
By Resolution 8 --------+-- 11,000,000 


There is, however, to be set off against. 
the 10,279,270/, war taxes rendered per- 
manent by New Plan, the 3,000,000/. New 
Taxes to be laid on between 1816 and 1826, 
supposing the whole period to be one of 
war. In the event however of peace ta- 
king place between 1816 and 1821, these 
New Taxes, according to the period at 
which it shall happen, may be altogether 
dispensed with, or proportionably reduced, 
Whereas the amount of the war taxes, 
which will be pledged and rendered per- 
}manent, even at the-commencement of 
1816, is 9,517,7491."” 

No. 9.—* That nearly the same resulis 
(viz. the having abstained from mortgaging 
the war taxes, and the having kept the 
loan of the year within moderate limits,) 
may be produced, by determining, that 
when the loan of the year in war does 
not exceed the amount of the sinking fund 
in the said year, instead of making provi-~ 
sion for the interest of the said loan by 
new taxes, the same shall be provided for 
by and out of the Interest receivable on 
the Amount of Stock in that year, redeem- 
ed by the commissioners of the national 
debt: in which case, the amount of debt 
unredeemed will continue stationary du- 
ring war. ; 

The Sinking Fund is at present (N) £. 8,331,709 
It will be, at the close of 1810 - - - 10,956,941 

In about 4 years therefore, from the pre- 
sent time, no new taxes will be required 
(the data remaining the same) however 
long the war may continue; and the war 
taxes will remain free at the close of the 
war, when the sinking fund will resume. 
its progressive operation ; the purchase of 
stock by the commissioners being conti« 
nued, in the mean time, to the full amount 
of the sinking fund, 
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That the charge for 4 years Loan, as above, for 
11 milliots in each. year, taking 
credit for 385,515. Annuities, 
amounts to - ---------+-- 2,547,810 

Taxes required in cach year, for the 
next 4 years - ------+--- 2626,952 

The taxes so to be imposed exceed only, 


by 496,810/. the total amount of New Taxes 


_ proposed by the New Plan to be imposed 


between 1810 and 1817; by which Plan; 
thé war taxes are at the same time pro- 
gressively absorbed and pledged for the 
redemption of the loans raised’ upon 
them. 
According to this plan, the Debt 
would continue stationary through- 


out the war, at --------- - 358,955,705 
Amount of Debt at close of 1826, by 4 aa 
New Plan(N)- --- - - - 498,636,572 


Ditto in 1826, by this plan - - - - 358,955,705 
Difference of Debt in favour ofthis plan £.69,680,867 


And no Wat Taxes mortgaged. 

Any excess of annual expenditure above 
the $2 millions, is supposéd in this, as in 
the New Plan, to be separately provided 
for in the usual manner.” 


No. 9 (A.) “ The Comparative Effect of 
the above Plan (Res. 9.) as contrasted 
with the New System, may be stated as 
follows : 

Ist Case.—Supposing peace to take 
place at the end of 7th year, 1813: 

Capital borrowed in 7 yewrs. 

By New Plan, War Loans - - -~ ~ 98,000,000 

By ditto Supplementary Loans - - 15,800,000 
Total borrowed by New Plan - - - - 113,800,000 

By Res. 9, 11 millions in each year 77,000,000 

More borrowed by New Plan f°, 36,800,000 


Debt remaining unredeemed at the end 
of 1813; also Amount of 
Sinking Fund, supposing peace then made, 
the excesses of the War Sinking Fund in 
New Pla being previously deducted in 
order thereby to liberate the larger pro- 
portion of war taxes. ey 

Debt : Sinking Fund. | 
By New Plan - £. 377,653,730 = 15,915,952 - a 
By Res. 9.-- - - 358,955,705 - 10,956,941 - mA 


More Debt by : 


By New Plan, War Taxes pledged and rendered 
permanent after the excesses of the War 
Sinking Fund are deducted - - £. 7,773,921 

By Res. 9. War Taxes pledged - - - ‘Nil. 

By New Plan, New Taxes imposed 1,172,000 
By Res. 9. ditto - - - - - 2,547,810 
By New Plan, Loan to be raised in 

By Res, 9, dittoin ditto- « - 11,000,000 


2d Casz.—Supposing peace to take 
place at the end of 14 years, 1820: = 
Capital borrowed in 14 years; 
By New Plan, War Eoans- - - - - 210,000,000 
By ditto, Supplementary Loans - 94,200,000 


Total borrowed by New Plan = 304,200,000 
By Res, 9. 11 millions in each year 154,000,000 


More borrowed by New Plan <£. 150,200,000 


Debt unredeemed at end of 1820; also 
Comparative Amount of Sinking Fund, 
Supposing peace. then made, stated.as in 
preceding case : aed 

Debt: Sinking Fund : 
By New Plan - £. 401,231,629 - 17,744,021 - .% 
By Res. 9,- - ~ 358,955,705 = 10,956,941 - 


More debt by 
New Plan. - 42,275,994 


By New Plan, War Taxes rendered. 
_permanent - -- ----.-- £. 9,180,896 
By Res. 9. War Taxes pledged - - - Nil. 
By New Plan, New Taxesimposed - 2,051,000 
By Res, 9. ditto- - - --.-.--- 2,547,810 
By New Plan, Loan. in 1820.- - - - 32,000,000 
By Res, 9. ditto in ditto - + = - - - 11,000,000 
8d Casr.—Supposing peace to take 
place at the end of 20 years, 1896:" 
Capital borrowed in 20 years; 
- By New Plan, War Loans - - - - 292,000,000 
By ditto Supplementary Loans - - 204,200,000 


Total borrowed by New Plan - 496,200,000 
By Res. 9, 11 millions in each year 220,000,000 


More burrowed by New Plan £. 276,200,000 


Debt unredeemed at end of 1826; also, 
Comparative Amount of Sinking Fund, 
supposing peace then made, stated as in the 
preceding cases : 


Debt: Sinking Fund: 
By New Plan - £. 248,636,572 - 17,524,698 
By Res. 9.-.- = - = 358,955,705 - 10,956,941 
More debt by 3 
"New Plan 6.7 69,682,867 
By New Plan; War Taxes rendered 
permanent - ---------- 10,280,000 


By Res: 9. War Taxes pledged - - - Nil. 
By New Pian, New Taxes imposed - 2,051,00 


By Res. 9: ditto- - ----- --+- 2,547,810 
By New Plan, Loan in 1826 - - - - 32,000,000 
By Res. 9. dittoin ditto - - - - - 11,000,000 


That the improvidence of the mode of 
raising money, ptoposed by the New Plan, 
will best appear, if, instead of having the 
whole of the war taxes free upon a peace, 
as is the case by Res. 9. a portion of them 
equal’ to the amount pledged, and ren« 
dered permanent in 1826 by the New 
Plan, viz. 10,279,270/. should be then gi- 
ven over to the sinking fund, as it will 
stand by Resolution 9, in that year. The 
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comparison of debt and sinking fund would 
then stand thus; the war taxes being 
equally mortgaged: 
Debt. Sinking Fund. 
By New Plan - £.428,696,572 - £.17,525,698- , 
By Res. 9. - - - 358,955,705 ’- - 21,236,211 T6 


w Plan, -69,680,867 
The same observation applies to both 
the preceding cases.. 
Ifthe measure of imposing the 2,547,810/. 
_ new taxes, required by resolution 9. in the 
first four years, be objected to, and it be 
‘deemed expedient that the imposition of 
new taxes in the next three years be 
wholly abstained from, their commence- 
ment may be -postponed till the fourth 
year, by simply confining the provision in 
the first 3 years to a sum suflicient to co- 
ver the difference between the eleven mil- 
lions to be raised, and the stock purchased 
within the year, by the sinking fund, that 
is, to the sum of 2,668,291/., the annual 
interest and sinking fund on which amoun- 
ting to 177,886/., will be nearly covered 
by the annuities which are to fall in, in 
the two first years. A small increase of tax- 


es beyond the 2,5.47,8161., viz. of 533,058. 


will result from this temporary iudul- 
gence in the following years; but, on 
the other hand, credit may be. taken for 
the annuities, amounting to 298,092/. 
which are subsequently to fall in.” 


No. 9.—(B.) “That much prejudice and 
embarrassment is likely to result both to 
the interest of the stockholder, and to the 
money transactions of the country, from 
the large and rapidly increasing loans 
which must be raised, according to the 
New Plan, in each year of war, the annual 
amount of which, in the latter years of the 
operation (if to their estimated amount, 
viz. 32 millions, be added the syms which 
will be required for the service of Ireland, 
for subsidies, and other unforeseen expen- 
ces, and for the progressive advance of 
charge upon any given establishment) will | 
-probably not fall short before the close of 
the period, of from 40 to 50 millions mo- 
ney capital; which, supposing the 3 per- 
cents, at 60, would require the‘creation of 
a capital of from 66 to 82 millions annu- 
ally.—T'hat the making of loans. to such 
an inordinate amount (increasing in each 
year in a greater proportion than ‘the 
sinking fund) must, by the great influx of 
new stock to be thus created, and sold in 


the market, have a tendency to lower the 
price of the public securities, and conse. 


of the stockholder.—That the negociation 
of loans te so large an amount, and the 
augmented issues which will be required 
to be made from the exchequer in execu. 
tion of the said Plan, must lead to an ex- 
tension of the circulating medium of the 
country, to increased charges of manage- 
ment on the part of the public, and to the 
accelerated depreciation of the value of 
money, om the-stability of which the inter. 
est of the stockholder, and these who may 
enjoy fixed rents, so peculiarly depends.— 
That the principle of placing at the disposal 
of parliament the excesses of the sinking 
fund above the interest of the debt unre- 
deemed, as proposed by the New Plan, is 


|calculated to lead to a much more exten- 


-ded diversion of the sinking fund from its 
application to the purchase of stock, than 
the principle proposed in Resolution 9, viz. 
that of applying in war, not the fund itself, 
-but the interest of the stock redeemed 
within the year by the fund, as a provision 


|for the loan of that particular year; inas- 


much as the latter only proposes to derive 
aid from the operations of the sinking fund 
during war, and only to the precise extent 
of the interest of the sums redeemed within 
the year, leaving the fund entire to resume 
its Operation at compound interest, upon a 
peace; whereas. the former Plan opens 
the excesses of the sinking fund to the ab- 
solute disposal of parliament, in peace as well 
as in for sueh public services as par- 
liament may direct,” without any other limir, 
tation than that a sum equal to the debt 
subsisting in 1§02, shall be redeemed with- 
in 45: years from that period, instead of 24 
years from the present,time, as it would be 
reduced by the operations of the fund, as 
it now stands, under the provisions of the 
42d Geo. III. cap. 71. thereby annually 
subtracting from the fund itself after the 
year 1816, and rendering it, even in peace, 
a declining instead of a growing fund.— 
That the equivalent which, it is alleged, 


tensive and permanent a disappropriation 


‘of the sinking fund from the redemption of 


the debt; viz. the additional 5 per-cent- 
sinking fund on the war loans, cannot: be 


‘deemed, for the seasons above stated, even: 


in time Of war, to. eperate as any compen- 
sation or equivalent whatever, as the value 


of his property is likely to be more injured 


by the unnecessary and improvident accue 


quently to reduce the value of the property - 


is to be given to.the stockholder for so ex- . 
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- mulation of loans in the market, than im- 


proved by the addition thereby made to the 
sinking fund of the yearby borrowed capi- 
tal. But as the benefit (if it really were oie) 
can accrue Only during war, and must cease 
with it, the stockholder is called upon, for 
the temporary enjoyment of this question- 
able advantage (possibly only for a few 
months) to submit to have the sinking fund, 
which is now expressly pledged by the 5th 
section of the 42d of Geo. III. cap.71. to the 


_ uninterrupted liquidation of his debt, large- 


ly diverted from» that object even in time of 
peace, when no adequate public exigency 
can be alleged to justify the same; and 
when, from a variety of intervening causes, 
(at least there are no grounds upon whith 
parliament can at this day safely conclude 
to the contrary) the interests of the stock- 
holder, as well as those of the public, may 
be best consulted, by suffering the accumu- 
lation of the sinking fund to proceed, as 
hitherto, at compound interest, in re- 
duction of the national debt, aud in con- 
formity to the provisions of the existing 
law.” 


No. 10.—* That the expence of raising 
any given amount of loan on the present 
system; viz. by a single loan, with a 
sinking fund of one per-cent. as compa- 
red with the principle of the New Plan, 
of raising the same amount by double and 
concurrent loans; the one raised upon a 
fund of ten per-cent. for interest and sink- 
ing fund ; the other raised upon a fund of 
six per-cent. for interest and sinking 
fund; calculating the payments on ac- 
count thereof from the commencement to 
the final liquidation of the said loan, is as 
follows; the sinking fund in both cases 
being taken on the money, instead of the 
nominal capital : 

Suppose 12,000,0001. to be raised : 

Ten per cent. Interest and Sinking Fund on 

12,000,000/. for 1 year - - =- - 1,200,000 

A like charge for 13 years more, at 


which time the Principal is re- 


Total Payments - - - - - £. 16,800,000 


To cover the interest and sinking fund 
of 1,200,000/. at six per-cent. a fund of 
72,000/. must be provided in each of the 
fourteen years ;—the amount thereof is 
1,008 ,000/. 

The latter sum, being raised on a one- 
per-cent, sinking fund, may be considered 
as an annuity of 43 years. 

Payments on account thereof 43,344,000 
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Payments as-above - - - = = - 16,800,000 
Total Payments - - - - = £. 60,144,000 

Present System: 


The Interest and Sinking Fund on a 


amounts, per annum, to 720,000/. 

This charge being raised on a one-per- 
cent. sinking fund, may be considered as 
an annuity of 43 years. : 

Payments to be made on account 

thereof till itsredemption - - - £. 30,960,000 


Payments on New System, upon 
a loan of 12;000,000 --- - 60,144,000 
Ditto on present System - - - --- 50,960,000 
Excess of the charge of Redemption by 
New System” ----.-- - £. 29,184,000" 
_ [Carnatic Parsrs.] Sir Thomas Tur- 


ton rose and spoke as follows :—Pursuant 
to a notice I gave on a former day, I rise, 
sir, to eall the attention of the house to 
the subject of the Carnatic. The papers 
which I think necessary for the elucidation 
of that subject, and which will be specified 
in the motion I shall have the honour of 
making, and to which, I trust, there 
will be no objection, since they have al- 
ready been laid upon the table of this 
house, and remained there for a considera- 
ble time—the papers alluded to were cal- 
led for by an hon. gent. not now a member 


originally on reasons which I hope will ap- 
ply now. After a short statement of the 
case, I am inclined to believe there will be 
no objection to my motion, because the 
documents it calls for are necessary for the 
purpose of justice, as well towards the par- 
ty accused, as to the accuser, When the 
motion was formerly made on this subject, 
the facts were then recent in the recollec- 
tion of the house, from the history of the 
transactions which was then given. Sir, it 
isin the recollection of almost every man, 
that intelligence arrived in this country, of 
the death of Omdut ul Omrah, commonly 


lealled the nabob of the Carnatic, and of 


the circumstances of his lineal successor, 
as he would have been by the Mahomedan 
law, being dethroned, and another placed 
in his room. Many persons acquainted 
with Indian politics, perfectly well know 
the circumstances attending that deposi- 
‘tion—but none could reconcile the act on 
any principle of justice; for every one 
‘knew, from the youth of the prince, as 
well as from his mode of conduct, that the 
act could not have arisen out. of any pro- 
ceedings of his own.- He had not had an 


loan of 12,000,000/., at six per-cent. 


of this house, and they were moved for — 
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opportunity of doing any one act of govern- 
ment, before-the Indian presidencies had 
adopted a line of policy which had depri- 
ved him of the Musnud. Enquiries were 
accordingly made into the subject, and 
that young prince found a very able advo- 
cate inthe right hon, gent. opposite to me, 
(Mr. Sheridan,) and also in an hon, gent. 
not now a member of this house. Upon 
that occasion the enquiry took up a consi- 
derable length of time, the number of pa- 
pers moved for swelled to a very consider- 
able size, andthe subject was interrupted by 
the dissolution of.the late parliament. It is 
unnecessary for me to enter into any discus~ 
sion on the propriety of renewiug the con- 
sideration of this important subject, much 
less is it necessary for me to enquire into 
the motives which could induce the right 
hon. gent. who had once brought the sub- 
ject before the house, to relinquish it, 
since it is not in my power to know the mo- 
tives that might influence his conduct. 1 
am well assured, from the general tenour 
and habits of his political life, nothing 
could have induced him to decline bringing 
forward the subject that is inconsistent 
with his notions of public duty; yet it is 
impossible not to perceive that the right 
hon. gent.’s conuections at present are 
persons who, if their wishes could operate 
upon his judgment, would certainly induce 
him to decline the further investigation of 
this subject : and that the right hon. gent. 
does decline it, we have his own declara- 
tion. It has, therefore, devolved to me, 
and I cannot help regretting that it has 
not fallen into abler hands. But it isa du- 
ty, as 1 feel it, to bring this. question for- 
ward, for reasons which must be obvious 
to the house, and which I hinted at when 
- Tgave my notice. I said then, and I now 
repeat it, if any other member of the house 
should be inclined to take the subject out 
of my hands, I should most cheerfully de- 
liver it up to such a person, frowns 
him most faithfully that he shall have my 
cordial, active, and zealous support, to 
the utmost of my power. But if no other 
gentleman chooses to take that part, I feel 
that I have aclaim upon the justice of the 
house, in calling its attention to this sub- 
ject. Iwill add, that not only do f con- 
ceive that I have a claim upon the justice 
of the house in soliciting its attention ; but 
1 have a claim also to the assistance of the 
house in discussing it ; for you know, sir, | 
‘that those who have any reason to com- 
plain upon this subject, can have no redress 


any where except in this house, and it jg - 
as essential to the interests of this nation, 
as it is to those of the noble marquis, to 
have the matter completely investigated, ' 
and to remove all suspicions that can pos- 
sibly attach to any of the transactions in 
which that noble marquis i$ concerned, -] 
wish to say nothing farther of that nobles 
man at present, than that he is a man of 
great abilities and comprehensive talents, 
of which he has given proof on many occa: 
sions. It has been rumoured, that the 
noble marquis is thought of, as a fit person 
to filla high and responsible office in thig 
country—a circumstance which can never 
happen, until his character shall be res« 
cetied from the situation in which it appears 
to be implicated, as relating to the Carna. 
tic transactions. In urging the investiga: 
tion of the Carnatic Papers, I am consults 
ing the only fair mode of establishing the — 
character of that nobleman, for which hé 
ought to be thankful. It appears to me, 
from the papers which I am about to call 
for, and which have been already upon 
the table of this house, a considerable 
portion of criminality attaches to the 
court of directors here, and to the conduct 
of their principal officers abroad, as well as 
to the board of controul, by which I do 
not mean the present board, but a former 
board. ‘The Papers which I shall call for, 
will shew what degree of blame, if any, is 
imputable to each of these descriptions of 
persons, and that is one ofthe great ob- 
jects for which my motion is brought. fors 
ward. With regard to the new papers, 
which I think it my duty to move for, it is 
necessary that I should call the attention 
of the house to the manner in which I first 
proposed to make a motion, when you, 
sir, very properly prevented me from en. 
tering into any detail on that occasion, 
when I confined myself to the bare notice 
ofa motion for printing those papers, only, 
which, in my judgment, had a direct bears 
ing upon the question to be discussed, not 
wishing to embarrass it with documents | 
which I thought had no bearing upon the - 
question. For the same reason I intend 
to exclude the 2d volume of papers which 
were laid on the table in the month of Aus 
ust 1803 ; as they relate to stale accounts 
from lord Hobart. and lord Macartney, 
which appear to me to have very little bears » 
ing upon the question which I am desirous 
tohave discussed. But if any gentleman 
thinks they are necessary, I can have no 
objection -to their productions Itisnow — 
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proper that I should state shortly the ob- 
ject for which I move the reprinting. of the 
papers, and of the printing of such others, 
as appear to me to be requisite for the 


thorough understanding of the affair. It 


has been said, and the same sentiment 
seems to pervade the whole correspov- 
dence of the East-India company and the 


governor of Madras, that policy might 


have rendered it necessary that we should 
assume the government of the Carnatic. 
My motion goes to lay before the house 
those papers which shew whether there 
then really existed awy ground or pretence 
for saying that the conduct of the nabob 
had rendered that assumption necessary. 
It is observable, with reference to the con- 
duct of marquis Wellesley, immediately 
after. the surrender of Seringapatam, ‘that 
he refers to an intended account which was 
to be rendered of the motives which indu- 
ced the noble marquis to assume the govern- 
ment, alleging that he would send a review 
of those transactions to England; but it 
does not appear that he ever sent that pro- 
mised statement. There are some letters 
of the court of directors, too, which re- 
quire explanation, on which I give no 
opinion at present; by which it appears 
that some difference existed between my 
lord Clive and the marquis Wellesley, in- 
yolying matters which are not, in any de 
gree, explained. The third set of papers 
regard the Polygar war, in 1801. It ap- 
pears from the treaty of 1792, that the 
Company’s government had a right depu- 
ted to them to collect the pishcash or tri- 
bute from the Polygars; and to enforce 
the payment, if necessary, on the requisi- 
tion of the nabob. But every act to be 
performed, was to be done in the nabob’s 
name, and by his authority. Now, this 
war, which was a very extraordinary one, 
both in its alleged cause and consequences, 
must, at first sight, appear to have been 
sanctioned at least by the nabob. It will, 
therefore, be necessary to ascertain whe- 
ther, in point of fact, it was so or not; in 
order to shew that the nabob’s government 
was either the cause of the war, or to free 
it from ‘the consequences and the blame 
which might attach to that measure, But, 
sit, before I submit this motion to the 
house, it may be asked of me whether I do 
not think I owe some apology to the house 
as to the time which will be taken up by 
bringing this subject forward ? and [I think 
it is perfectly correct to ask me that ‘ques- 
Hon. Sir, if this motion be agreed to, I 
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take upon me to say, that within on 
month after the papers are printed, I sha 
be further prepared to move those: resol 


tions on the papers, which I shall judg 


requisite. J am of opinion it could be dor 
in much less time, if necessary ; but th 
subject is important, and demands a fil 
enquiry. I hesitate not to say, that I brig 
this subject forward as an independent mer 
ber of parliament, anxious to rescue t? 
country from the imputation of miscondu; 
and I beg leave to observe, that I have o 
connection whatever with those who we 
first concerned in bringing this subject f- 
ward. With regard to Mr. Paull, I he 
no difficulty in stating, that I think hee- 
serves well of his country for the parie 
has taken in these transactions. I ner 
saw him iv my life. My reason for proo- 
ting this enquiry arises from an anxie I 
feel, that this country should not sufftin 
its character from imputations whic it 
does not deserve. I shall conclude ith 
moving, ‘ that the papers which werere- 
sented to this house upon the 21st anc3d 
days of June 1802, and uponthe 10thay 
of August 1803, relative to the Carric, 
be reprinted for the members of the hoe.” 

Mr. Sheridan thanked the hon, banet 
for his liberality and candour, and ackw- 
ledged the pledge which he had giv to 
proceed with the enquiry. He had sted 
the reasons which induced him togive up, 
when the hon, baronet was nota meber 
of the house. He would again state em 
at the proper time, and then the hon. ro- 
net would be satisfied that he did hi no 
more than justice, in giving him credfor 
the purity of his motives. The queon,' 
as he thought, was confined to theon- 
duct of the Madras government, butom 
volumes of papers afterwards moved r, it 
appeared that the Bengal goverrent, 
the directors, and the board of coroul 
were also implicated. This was hever 
not the ground of his abandoning thease. 
He thought the hon. baronet ougkt ton- 
fine himself tc the reprinting of the pers 
before produced. If he moved fonew 
ones, aud was retorted upon in the mner 
he had been, he would subject himse.o be 
called over the coals, and the biness 
might be delayed longer than he cid at 
present have any idea of. When he tught 
forward the charge, however, he ould 
experience every support that heould 
give him. 

Sir John Anstruther hoped that t hon, 
baronet would declare what was hisvject, 


| 
| 
| 
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and against whom his motion was to be di- 
rected. Did he mean to attack lord Welles- 
ey, or lord Powis, or the directors, or the 
v»oard of controul, or the late ministers ? 
le wished to know what he was driving at, 
f he knew it himself, for he seemed to have 
ome doubts about the matter. In the mean 
ame he hoped that the house would not 
llow the characters of the executive officers 
» be complimented away by the praises 
hich the right hon. gent. and the hon. 
wronet, had thought proper to bestow on 
‘ch other, He contended that the con- 
act of the executive officers had been ap- 
_ pved of by the directors and the board of 
“itroul, thecabinet, and thishouse. They 
id only executed the orders they had 
reived, and the responsibility therefore 
d not rest with them, though he did not 
anit that they had by any means even 
le themselves as instruments to any im- 
pper act. He then adverted to the in- 
juice done to persons accused, by allowing 
thcharge tohangover. He also suid, that 
fra his own knowledge, he could affirm 
th the revival of old charges was attended 
wi great mischief to our Indian govern- 
' mt. It shook the confidence of the na- 
tis inits stability, aud nourished a desire 
ofiange, which prevailed in a particular 
deee in these people, and was generally 
thease in arbitrary governments. He 
wied to know specifically what was the 
den of the hon. baronet before he gave 
hisssent to the motion? 3 
r. Grant said, though he did not flatter 
hitelf that much benefit would result from 
thiliscussion, yet, as a friend to discus- 
' sidin general, and considering the house 
of mmons‘as the only security which the 
inbitants of British India had for protec- 
tio.and redress, and the only place in 
wh) an investigation into the affairs of 
Inc could be instituted, it was necessary 
thae should take notice of some asser- 
tiotwhich had, been made in the course of 
thidebate. It was asserted, that they 
hacrecommended, if not ordered, the 
revition which took place in India, by 
thesumption of the territories of the Car- 
natito which it must first be answered, 
‘thatey disclaimed all interference in the 
natt of compulsion, and he read an ex- 
tracrom their minutes, by which such an 
imterence was expressly disclaimed, and 
thersked how such a proceeding should 
be tured into an approbation, much less 
an aority, for the revolution which-took 
plac: He could. state, that the court 
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of directors never did approve of that meas 
sure; for the sake, therefore, of having the 
conduct of the court of directors investi. 


He was very glad that the friends of lord 
Wellesley weye so desirous of entering into 
this investigation. He declined, however, 
to enter into the merits of the revolution in 
1801, and he could speak with the greater 
freedom, as he had not at that period any 
share in the direction. It was tobe obsere 
ved, however, that the board of controul 
took that affair into their own hands, and 
superseded altogethey the court of direc. 
tors. And the right hon. baronet (Sir J, 
Anstruther) opposite to him, was completely 
mistaken in considering the secret commit. 
tee, and the court of directors, as being 
connected ; it was, in point of fact, a com- 
plete mistake, in form as well as in sub- 
stance. The secret committee was the 
express, direct, and immediate organ of the 
board of controul. Their proceedings were 
utterly unknown to the court of directors, 
The secretcommittee was subject in no way 
or respect whatsoever to the court of direc- 
tors, who were indeed entirely ignorant of 
the proceedings of the secret committee, 
This act, therefore, of the secret commit- 
tee, which the rigbt hon. baronet treated 
as the act of the court of directors, was 
an act in which they had no share, of 
which they had no knowledge,—an act with 
which they had not the slightest concern; 


troul had exercised its authority ; and as 
that board was superior in India concerns, 
it became extremely difficult for the court 
of directors even to express an opinion, 
much less exercise a judgment on a deci- 
sion of the board of controul, without ine 
authority. It was liable to the objection of 
Another reason which: prevented the inter- 
ference was, the subject of the asumption 
of the Carnatic had become the subject of 
parliamentary enquiry, which superseded 
both the board of controul and the court of 
directors. 

Sir John Anstruther denied that he wish 
ed to oppose enquiry. He'only said that 
it ought not to be allowed to drag on for 


ed their officers to pay the same deference 
to the orders of the secret committee as to 
those of the directors themselves, and a 
the secret committee had'approved of the 


gated, he was friendly to the present motion, — 


b 
t 


and it was an acton which the board of cone — 


curring the imputation of resisting superior. 


leading to great derangement in their.affairs, . 


years. The court of directors had instruct | 


_— of lord Wellesley, he was fully 


| 
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“warranted in saying that the directors|way back in an enquiry into trans- 
through’ them’ had expressed: their appro-|2ctions, It was but reasonable that he 


bation of it. 


should allow the same privilege to others. 


“Mr. Grant denied that the court of|He was glad that the subject had come un- 
ditectors submitted themselves entirely to | der investigation, and was not much alarm- 


the guidance of the secret committee, 


ed as to the result. He denied that the 


Sir Arthur Wellcsicy said, he was dis-|directorshad given any imstructionsto sanc~ 

yosed to pursue the sume line he had adopt-|tion the revolution in the Cardatic. The 

‘ed Just session, and was, therefore, wil-| court of directors were quite distinct from 

ling to accede to every motion for papers,|the secret committee; which was not re- 

that could enable the fiouse to devide upon | sponsible even for such papers as had its 
the whole case. Neither would any friend | own signature. ete . 


of his noble relation give any. oppositiod to | 


Mr. Tierney would not object to the re- 


them. 


the production of such information. But 
that all ‘the papers 
should be reprinted, and with that view he 
should feel it his duty to move, as well 
for those’ omitted by the hon. baronet, as 
for any others that might be necessary for 
the elucidation of the transaction. 
wished the house to consider the situation 
of his aoble relation with this charge hang- 
ing six years over him. It appeared by the 
papers, that the court of directors had sent 
out instructions to take possession of the 
Carnatic, at the commencement of the 
war with Tippoo Sultan, and not to restore 
It was rather extraordi- 
nary, therefore, that a charge should be 
brought for a transaction commanded and 
approved by the court of directors, and 
sanctioned by his majesty and by act of 
parliament. 
_ Mr. R. Thornten complained of the ac- 
cusations thrown out against the directors 
without documents on the table to warrant 
He regretted the delay which had 
taken place, bat maintained that no blame | 
tested with the directors. 
iven by the right hon. gent. over the way 
Sheridan), for his abandoning the case, 
did not appear to him satisfactory. 
he had brought forward the question, he 
thought he was going hand in hand with 
him, but be soon found that he himself was 
here were some points 
with respect to the goverument in India 
that required the interference of that house, 
which was the dernier resort in such cases. 
Butthe court’ of directors were not tlie 


it was his opinion, 


it to the nabob. 


to be accused, 


printing of the papers which had been be- 
fore produced, and agreed that that house 
was the dernier resort in such cases. But 
‘he lamented thatthe subject had beén now’ 
brought forward, as’ he could see rio good’ 
that.could result from it. It had before 
been properly brought forward, and he 
lamented that it had not then’ been proceed- 
ed in. He begged of the house to con- 
sider the consequences. The subject was 
one of the deepest importance, particular- — 
ly with a view to the transfer of property, 
which had taken place since the transac. 
tion which had been adverted to. But, 
at the same time, hé admitted.that even 
the inconvenience that might result from 
the disturbance of property, ought not to 
deter the house, if it was called upon, from 
investigating the case, and applying its 
censures where censure was due. He was 
sorry that the hon. baronet had not men- 
tioned more distinctly whom he intended 
to accuse. Headmitted that’ the board of 
controul was responsible for the secret com- 
mittee, but he denied that this committee 
was such a nullity as some might suppose 
from the description of it which had that 
night been given, and he cautioned gentle- 
men against speaking of it in these terms, 
as they might, by these means, propagate 
an opinion that it was useless. He gave 
no opiuion respecting the merits of the 
transactions. He agreed to the motion of re- 
printing the former papers ; but it was doubt- 
ful whether the others cuuld be granted, till 
the hon. baronet should state what they 
were, and till he had an opportunity of — 


proper Ons to become accusers. If|€xamining whether they could’be produced 
they put thenisélves forward ia this way, | without detriment to the public service. 


they might dv‘ agreat’deal of mischief to 


Lord Folkestone contended, that’ with 


interests in India. From the nature | respect to the assumption’ of the govern- 
of their situation, it was not expedient injment. of the Carnatic, blame lay some- 


any view ‘that they should come prominent- 
ly the assured of effectual sup- 
he 


where, and that it was a matter of serious 
investigation to ascertain’ where ull the 


on. barosiet (sir J, Anstruther)| censure ofthat most extraordinary revolu~ 


rt. 
before gone a c 
You. VIII, 


3U 


should devolve. ‘The’ hon. tagonet 


ae 
he 
n, 
rd 
to | 
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had been pressed to state distinctly his ob- 


ject in calling for those papers; he did} 


not think .this fair; it might.be impossible 
for the hon, baronet distinctly to state his 
object, until he had been previously fur- 
nished with the necessary evidence by those 

_ papers ; but before that evidence should be 
jurnished, he thought it a subject of too 
t magnitude to warrant. any member 

in distinctly pledging himself to a specific 


. charge, - 


' Mr. Hiley Addington begged gentlemen 
to recollect, that there had been more pa- 


pers relative to India called for, and pro-. 


duced in the last session of the late parlia- 
ment, than for six sessions before; he was 
entirely of opinion, that in calling for pa- 
pers upon any subject, the object should 
he distinctiy stated; he acquitted the hon. 
baronet of being actuated by any sinister 
motives of party or vanity iy bringing 
forward his present motion, and praised 
the manly und ingenuous conduct of the 
gallant general (Wellesley) in every ques- 
tion relating to Indianenquiry.. 

_ Mr. S, Stanhope thought it @ most extra- 
ordinary mode of opposing the hon, baro- 
net’s motion, by refusing to asseut to the 
production of the papers called for, until 
the . object had been distinctly stated, 


which object the papers in question were 


jone to ascertain, He complained of a 
yadical defect in the present state of the go- 
yernment in Indja, and knew not whether 


more goveruments had been subyerted by it} 


in the East or by, Bonaparte in the West. 
_Sir 7’, Turton, in reply, said that when 
it.appeared from the arguments upon both 
sides, that jt,was aquestion whether the 
court of directors approved or disappro- 
-yed of the conduct of their servants in In- 
dia, be did vot think a stronger argument 
than this very doubt could possibly be ad- 
vanced; in favour, of the motion he had 


submitted. to, the house: his object. was} 


substantial, justice, and in the pursuit, of 
that, .bowever deficient in other respects, 


he should. pot be fopnd ,defective in zeal, | 


diligence, and_perseverance. As to the 
voluminous papers with which he had been 
threatened from the other side, if such papers 
contributed in the legst degree to the defence 
of the accused, he himself should, gladly 
second the motion for their production. 
He. bad. beep urged to state distinctly the 
ebject.of .his, motion ; jt was impossible 
to ,state-.ip.a.case of such magnitude, on 
whom the exjdence found in these papers 


espepially bear and, it wap, there- 


fore, in the present stage of the business, im., 
possible for him distinctly to pledge him., 
self, further than avowing it as his inten. 
tion to submit a motion committing the 

house to a censure of the East-India coms, 
pany, or its servants, in the assumption of, 
the government of the Carnatic, The hon, 


| baronet concluded with an appeal to the, 


feelings of the house, in which he alluded - 
to the melancholy fate of the deposed 
prince, who, he could prove, had perished, 
Sir A. Wellesley explicitly denied that 
the prince, as stated by the hon, baronet, 
was imprisoned in a dungeon, or died by 
any other than natura} causes. He thought 
it became a gentleman of the hon. baron 
net's profession, to be more cautious in mae 
king such CHOTZES 
Sir 7. Turton maintained that the papers, 
fully bore him out in his assertion, though, 
‘he did not in the least implicate lord Wel- 
lesley in that dark transaction. a 
Mr. Fuller thought the enquiry should 
be fully gone into. 
Mr. Sheridan, while he acquitted in the ful., 
lest manner the noble lord (Wellesley), had, 
not a doubt upon his mind, that the young 
prince came to his death by foul and ex- | 
traordinary means.—The motion was then 
put and carried. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Friday, February 27, 
__[Ixsotvent Deprors.] Lord Holland 
presented a petition from the debtors con- 
fined in the king’s bench prison, praying 
for such relief as to the house should seem 
meet, His lordship observed, that, after 
what passed last session respecting this 
subject, it was almost needless for him to 
}say, that it was not his intention to pros 
pose any bill for the relief of insolvent 
debtors, The petition, indeed, did not 
pray for any such bill, but rather for a ge- 
neral law debtor and creditor, 
by the operation of which they might be 
restored to their families. Of the neces. 
sity of some law of this nature there could 
be no doybt; and he was happy that a 
noble friend of his, who had formerly cal. 
led the attention of the house to this im- 
portant subject, bad again his 
mind to its consideration; an that, ir 
another place, a part of the subject had 
been taken up by a gentlemen of distine. 
guished talents and benevolence, From 
these circumstances, he looked forward 


the greatest, satisfaction to the adopy 


ALL? 


| 
] 
j 
. 
“4 
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{ 
| 
| 
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of somé measure respectitig’ this sub- 
‘sect; which would have the effect of remo- 


existed. He should merely: now move’ 
“that the petition do lie on the table.—Or- 


‘whilst he endeavoured to state to their 


‘when the great aggrandizement and insa- 
_ tiable ambition of France called upon this 


"vigour and effect, when peace was placed 


~ thé utmost importance to consider how that 


‘property by means of its sign, labour, 


‘ving many of those evils which at present 


“fTaxation.] “The Earl of Warwick 
ehtreated the indulgence of the house, 


lordships the outline'of a plan which he 
wished to propose, with a view of introdu- 
cing & more equal and’ equitable system of 
taxation. At a period like the present, 


country for every’ exertion’ that ‘could’ be 
made, in order to carry on the war with 


‘a distance not to be calculated upon, 
d'when all Europe looked to this coun- 
try as their gredt stay and hope, it was of 


amount ‘of revenue which must necessarily 
be had, could be raised with the least pres- 
sure upon the people. He objected to the 

sent complicated system of taxation, 

as not calculated to attain the desired ob-’ 

ject, and as proceeding upon erroneous da- 
ta; at present, whilst taxation pressed 

heavily upon some classes, others’ in a 

great degreé escaped. His great object 

was ‘that it should be borne equally and 

equitably by all. To effect this, he had 

formed a plan which was totally novel, and 

‘which had never yet either been spoken’ or 
written upon. The more he had consi- 

dered this plan, the more he was convinced 

of its efficiency, and of the inadequacy of 

the present system of''taxation. He ob- 

jected to making property the criterion of 
taxation, because it was difficult to define 

what property was; he would only consider 


‘Phe great objection to the tax upon prd- 
perty was, that whilst it got at ‘some de- 
scriptions of property, persons engaged in 
‘commerce, th ‘manufactures, in profes- 
‘sions, ‘and in various speculations, made 
what retuttis of property they pleased, and 
paid accordingly. He wished’ that taxa- 


tion’ should be equal and equitable, and at. 
‘the’ same time ‘general and conipulsory,’ 


‘not partial and voluntary. He had made 
several calculations for the purpose of €s- 
tablishing’ the efficiency of bis plan, the 
result: of which Had astonished him,’ and 
would no doubt strprize their lordships ; 
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cotivey all that ‘he ‘Wished ‘to say 


upon the subject, he’had on the preceding. 
day put down his ideas upon paper, and, — 
with thei¥ lordships’ permission, he would 
read them. QHis lordship read to the house. 
several observations similar in purport.to, 
those he had previously made, and afterwards. 
stated his plan, which proceeded upon the. 
calculation of 12,000,000 of popilation 3 
then taking 3,000,000; at Gd. perday expen-. 
diture,the amount would be, for 3 millions,at. 
6d. per day, 27,375,000/. ; for one million, at. _ 
Is, per day, 18,250,000/, ; at 2s. per day, - 
36,500,000/. ; at $s. per day, 54,750,000/. 5 
at 4s. per day, 73,000,000/.; at 5s,. per. 
day, 91,250,000/.; at 10s. per day,, 
182,500,000/.; ‘at 12s. per day, 219,000,000/. 5. 
at'15s. per day, 273,750,000/. ; at 20s. per 
day, 365,000,000/. ; total, 1,341,375,0002. 
The classes up to 5s. inclusive, his lord- 
ship reckoned the eniployed, and the other’ 
classes the employers, ‘Taking the popula- 
tion ‘at 12,500,000, theré would remain. 
500,000 persons, whom ‘he would suppose 
to‘spénd 1000/. a year each, amounting to 
500,000,000/: ; but even supposing that to 
be'the casé, he would make a present of 
that ‘amouit to their lordships, and rely 
upon the remainder, a small ‘per centage 
which would produce’ considerably 
more than the property tax did at present, 
whilst it would fall “equitably upon every 
one, and each would at once know what 
he was to pay. He thought the best mode 
of proceeding would be to refer his plan. 
to a committee, and concluded by making 
a motion to that effect. 
Lord Grenville thought, that in point, of 
form the motion could not be entertained 
by the house, as there was no paper before 
their lordships Which could, consistently. 
with thé fornis of the -house, be’ referred to 
a committee. With respect to the plan 
proposed by the noble lord, he had consi« 
derable doubts of its efficiency. Expen- 
ditiire’ wis undopbtedly ‘taken as one of. 
the criterions Of direct taxation, it be- — 
ing thesign of wealth ; but where the exigen- 
cies Of the country required a large sum to 
be raised, the more the amount of taxation, 
necessary to be Faised was diffused in differ-..- 
ent channels, #¢ would be found that the less - 
was the presspre upon the people: ‘It was. 
unquestionably an Object of the greatest. 
importance where burthens were to be im- 
posed upon the'people, to make them fall 
as lightly’ as possible, and the great advan- 


‘the basis he took was expenditute.’ Being| tage Of indirect taxation was, that it fell to" 


doubtful whether his’ voice would enablefa certain extent’ upon articles, respecting 
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which it was'in the power of the consumerfof.@ motion for Monday next. His, 


to lessen his consumption of those arti- 
cles, or ‘ledve them altogether 
thus of these taxes was-volun- 
tary, as depending upon'the . consumption 
of the articles. He 
to the property tax, that it did not reach 
every description of income, byt an ap- 
proximation was continually making to its 
more effectual operation upon those classes 
_ whom it was its object to include. ‘The 
object of the ‘noble lord appeared to be to 
simplify taxation, but he thought the effect. 
of that simplidcation, as stated in the noble 
lord’s plan, would be much mote oppres- 
sive than the system it was proposed to 
supercede, pesemarly as, according to the 
plan of the noble lord, the proposed taxa- 
tion would fall heavily upon the poorer 
of people, whilst the surplus 
property would escape its operation. 
~The Earl of Warwick said, object was 
not to tax the poorerclasses, the employed, 
eTS. 


object in presenting the petition had 
‘beer te bave witnesses cabled and exe: 
amined at the bar, touching the allega- 
tions ¢ootained in it, -As no order had. 
yet been made on it, he proposed to move. 
then, that the petition be taken into consi- 
deration on Monday, with a view to move. 
afterwards that certain witnesses should be 

ordered to attend at the bar of that house, . 
at ihe.time whew the petition was to be. 
taken into conskleration, He had men- 
tioned. the course he proposed to pursue 
to a right hem. gent. (My. Sheridan), . 
whom he did not then see ip his. place, and. 
he was wthorized to state to the house 

that neither that right hon, gest. por any 
of his friends, had any objection to his mo- 

tion, ‘The petition was then ordered tobe 
taken into consideration on Monday, and 

W. Drake, W. Drake jun., Anp, Drake,. 
T. Weatherhead, John Richards, and se., 
veral other persons, were ordered to attend 
the house at the same time. Mr, Sheri- 
dan, if he had been in his place at the 
time, would have seconded the motions of 
the noble lord. Neither these, nor any. 
other motion that could be brought for- 
ward by that noble Jord, which would have. 
the effect of expediting the decision of the 


charges contained m the petition, would 
meet with any opposition froma him, or 
from any of his friends. As he was on his, 
legs, he thought it not amiss to give notice, 
that be should on Monday next present a 
petition from certajn electors of Westmin- 
ster, charging upon the petitioner in this 


case, and upon bis agents, subornation of 
perjury.—Mr, Sheridan presented a petie 
tion from certain landholders in the city of 


| Westminster, prayipg for leave to bring in” 


a bill for the erection of a bridge over the 


Friver Thames, between Westminster and. 


Blackfriars bridges. The right hon. gent. 


stated, that the plan for the bridge was in 


considerable forwarduess, and. that the part 
f the river over which it wag proposed fo — 
erect the bridge, wasthat which was nearly 
in-the line of Sosithampston-street ; and 
that a high. road was to be constructed to. 


}the Obelisk, St. George’s-fields, Surrey. 


The. petition was then brought up, and ree 
ferred t6 a committee composed of the 
members of the cities of London and West 
minster.--Mr. Hibbert presented a petition 
from certain West-India merchants, plane. 
ters, Se stating the losses which they. . 


Fsbould sustain by the abolition of the slave. 


trade, and praying for compensation for the, 


: 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| ! 
| | 
| 
| | 
| The Earl of Selkirk observed, that in the 
| _ amount of population stated by the noble 
a Bomber of children must be 
eckoned, where expenditureof coursecould 
: not be taken at the proposed rate, but their 
maintenance must be included in the ex- 
penditure of the nas | 
The Ear] of Warwick said, that that was 
provided for in his plan, and if the house 
would allow it to go to a committee, he 
was convinced that could prove satisfac. 
torily, by calculations ip detail, al} that he 
bad stated.—After 4 short conyersation, 
; the motion was withdrawn, as informal, 
and another substituted by the earl of War- 
wick for the appointment of a committee 
to.consider of the best mode of raising the 
revenue ; which was put.and negatived. 1 
HOUSE OF CoMMoNS. 
Friday, February 27. 7 
The following members | 
Chosen. a committee te try the merits 
of the. petition complaining. of an undue 
election and. return for ‘Wick, Dornock, 
_ J. Shaw, T, Brooke, H. Thornton, B, 
Hobhouse, R, a D. Grosveror, sir W. 
Middleton, H, Fane, R. Sharp, R. Wigram, 
T. Baring, W. Jones, R. H, Bradshaw, lord 
' Bernard, Nominees, Peter Moore, right 
hon, H. Erskine,—Lord Folkestone begged 
leave to call the attention of the house : 
ond ypon which. he given ‘notice 


_ which 


was. intended, and.was calculated. not, 
te » but delay the ends of public jus- 
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same. Ordered to lig on the table. Mr 
‘Hibbert gave notice, that on the 9th of 
ch, he shovld move to refer this peti- 
tion to the consideration of a select com- 
mittee (see March 12.)—Mr. Hibbert then 
rose, in pursuance of his motion of the, 
preceding gn the subject of compen- 
sation, No case was more. deserving of 
consideration, than that of the planters 
who bad been induced to settle by grants 
‘of land. There were many precedents of 
similar compensations, He now, therefore, 
hegged leave to ask his majesty’s ministers, 
whether they were authorized to give the 
al assent to the proposition for compen- 
sation, which he should.in that.case bring 
forward. Lord Howick replied, that. his 
majesty’s ministers were not autherized so 
todo. This was all which it was his duty 
_tostate upon the subject, for it would be 
highly, improper for him to go into. the; 
ounds on which the refusal was founded, 
bis alone he woyld say, that any claims 
Se ge might be brought forward 
atsome future period, butmot at the present. 
[Partition THE 
minster Exscrion.] Mr. Biddulph pre- 
sented a petition from ¢ertain electors of 
Westminster, inhabitants of the parish of 
St. Martin’s-le-Grand, complaining of a 
breach of privilege, and praying for the in- 
terference of the house, The petition was 
read by the clerk, and stated in substance : 
“ That the petitioners have learnt with 
alarm and regyet, that on Thursday the 
49th of February last, the house had, on 
the motion of the right hon. R,.B. Sheridan, 
postponed the day for taking into, conside- 
Tation the. petition from J. Paull, esq. 
complaining of an undye return. for the 
city of Westminster. That by that postpone- 
ment, the petitioners were disfranchised 
during its coptinyance, apd remained un- 
tepresested in parliament, for one of their 
representatives, sir S. Hood, was abroad 
in the execution of his. professional duty, 
and the right hoo. R. B. Sheridao, being 
charged with hawing procured. a ¢gloureble 
majority by means of bribery: and cerrupr 
tipn, James. Paull,.esq, their other legal re- 
presentative, was by the proceeding of 
_ Which they complained, prevented from 
"taking his seat. in the house. The pe- 
titioners were convinced that. the mo- 
tion of the right hon. B..B. Sheridan, 


tice, for they wareuertain, and gould. pro- 


duce evidence-tp prove the truth. of. their 


allegation, that, contrary to the standing. 
order of that house, and to all law and, de-’ 
corum, the said right hon. R, B. Sheridan, - 
had, both by himself and by bis agents, tam- 
pered with the witnesses, and by bribes. 
and threats. endeavoured to induce them to. 
withhold their testimony, the truth of all 
which the petitioners were prepared to 
prove at the bar of the house- That such. 
a transaction was contrary toa standing 
order of the house, whieh declared it to” 
be a high crime and misdemeanour. The_ 
petitioners therefore demanded and in- 
sisted that the house should proceed with, 
the utmost severity tothe punishment of 

offender ; and the petitioners prayed 
that an early day might be appointed to 
prosecute the investigation of thig business, 
which inyolved in it not only the rights of 
the city of Westminster, byt the character 
and privileges of the house of commens,”—=_ 
The hon. gent. said, he hoped he should not 
be considered as personally responsible for 
the allegations in the petition. It had been 
put into his hands by some elegtors of 
Westmiaster, and. being an elector of 
Westininster himself, he could not refuse to 
present it. He moved that the petition be 
referred to acommittee of privileges.—-Mr. 
Sheridau seconded the motion. 

Lord Howick, while he allowed that a 
member who presented a petition was not. 
responsible for the truth of the matter which 
it contained, was yet clearly of opinion, that 
it was his duty to. take care that such. peti- 
tion was not copched in improper and dis- 
respectful terms. He was not disposed to 
quarrel with any inadvertency of exprese 
‘sion; but if there appeared on the face of 
4 p-tition studied intention to use insult- 


its. gwn dignity in not severely animadvert- 
ing on such an attempt. The present pe- 
tition set out, in a most ynusual manner, 
by complaining of a vote of. that. house, 
which, according to the statement of the 
petitioners, had disfranchised them, and 
which had deprived their legal, represen- 
tative of his seat. He believeda petition 
containing, such a complaint could not be. 
entertained. He would remark,by the way, 
that. the first example ef postponement 
was.given by the noble lord who presented: 
the original petition to the house:against 
the return of his right hon, friend. But if 


the. subsequent parts of it were. still more 
extraordinary. He perfeetly understood it 


to be. the right. of the people to. petition 


ing language, the house would ill consult _ 


the. petition set out in an unusual tone, 


| | 
| | 
| 


when petitioners insisted and demanded 


~ ty against one whom they termed an offen-' 


_ not his intention, however, to propose any 
~ procéeding to the house-on the present sub- 


. of the house in affairs of this nature, and 


¥ 
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that house, arid to be the daty'of that] 
house ‘‘to'listen to their petitions. “But 


that the house should proceed with severi- 


_ der, before the investigation of the subject’ 
had commenced, they conducted them-: 
selves in the most disrespectful manner, 

‘and deserved severe reprehension. It was 


ject, although he certainly thought it right 
not to let it pass unnoticed. With regard 
to the case stated in the petition, he trust- 
ed that it would undergo the most minute 
investigation, and that on whichever side 
the delinquency should be found to exist, 
‘the punishment should ‘fall. 
Mr. C. Wynne, with all kis deference for 
his noble friend, thought that there would 
be-considerable: danger in ‘éstablishing the 
precedent of allowing a petition couched in 
such terms to be received. - To the matter 
no man-could object, but the manner was 
such, that in his opinion the house would 
compromise its own dignity in pefmitting 
such’ a petition to be referred to a commit- 
tee of privileges. 


-‘Lord Temple concurred in the opinion 


that the door of the house ought to be 
thrown wide open to petitions ; but ‘it had 
a right» to demand, that they should be 
couched in decent and decorous language. 
He did not, therefore, think that the house 
‘was*bound in duty to receive a petition 
eonveyed in such terins as these. 
Mr. Fuller agreed with the noble lord 
who spoke last. The words were, demand 
and insist,: and the house could ‘not receive 
petition conveyed in such terms as were 
contained in this—{here the -hon. gent. 
threw the petition on the ground]. The 
house would always feel it a duty to attend 
to and redress grievances, but it was not 
bound to receive petitions couched in lan- 
guage that shewéd a manifest intention to 
insult “the house. ~ This he maintained,’ 
and cared not a farthing who heard him. © 
. Mr. Whitbread. suggesteg to his ‘hon: 
friend the propriety of withdrawing the pe- 
tition,’as the general sense of the house ap- 
peared to be against it, ‘and presenting 
another, couched in-more proper'and mo- 
derate ‘terms. It. was not the custom to 
present petitions against- the proceedings 


the words insist and demand,-were certainly 
ebjectionable. But that was not the most: 


inclined to “pass over this if there had-been 
nothing ‘else to object to. But peti- 
ition insisted that the house should proceed 
with ‘severity, with regard to ‘one against 
‘whom nothing had been proved. “If the 
petition ‘could not, in point of form; be 
withdrawn, then, supposing it to be rejeci- 
ed, the petitioners had full time to present 
a fresh petition on Monday. ~ This’ they 
would do if they’ were really in earnest; 
and only wished for justice. If: they did’ 
not do this, then it would be clear that they 
were not in pursuit ofjustice, but ouly in. 
tended to insult the house, 

“The Speaker said there “was nothing in 
point of form which would prevent the 
withdrawing of the petition. 

Mr. Biddulph stated, that the petition had 
been put into ‘his hands, and that*he had 
promised to present it, without having 
looked at it immediately. He had some 
doubts after reading it, but having shewn 
it'to some friends of his, members of the 
house, he had been told by them that it 
would not be ‘improper to present it. “As 
to that part which related to the proceeding 
of the house, it was rather‘a narrative thar 


jan accusation. ‘The words insist and de- 


mand had been caught at in rather an extra- 
ordinary way. All that the petitioners in- 
sisted upon and demanded was, that the 
house should act upon its own orders. 
This was the way in which he understood 
them. The evidence he knew nothing of; 
but he was not prepared to view the peti- 
tion in that offensive light fn which it ap- 
peared to some; and therefore did not feel 
satisfied that hé ought to withdraw it, or 
confess that he was liable to-the imputa- 
tion of carélesshess thrown owt against him. 

“Mr Montague put it-earneéstly to the hon. 
gent. whether it wotld not be adviseable 
to withdraw the petition, as by such a pra- 
dent proceeding, extremes upon either side 
would be'avoided, the dignity of the house 
would not be compromised; and the right 
of petition would not be intrenched upon. 
‘He could nét agree‘with the hon. mover, 
that’ the words-dentand and insist, were 
merely used as urging the‘riecessary conse- 
quences: a clear deduction’; for what 
nian, for ‘instance, ever “similarly applied 
such words‘ as to insist ard that 
two‘and two made ‘four? Did Euclid, -he 
asked, ever: insist and’ demand ‘that the 
thrée-angles of-a triangle were equal to two 
right*ones? ‘He besought the hon; ‘member 
to relieve the embarrassment of the house 


ebjectiopable part of it, and he should be 


'by withdrawing the petition, ** ~~ 
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General-Vyse did not think that the peti- 
tion, being. once presented, could be well 
withdrawn. He.thought.the words object- 
ed -to. were. not of such moment, and-be- 
lieved that they were .to.be imputed +o-ig- 
norance or inadvertence. .. 


. . Mr. Lyttleton was for rejecting the peti- 


tion. No.man. was more a friend to the 
subject’s undoubted right of petition than 
he was; but he was also. a friend to the 
cause of that house’s dignity and honour. 
In rejecting the petition, he thought he not 
only consulted the respect of that house, 
but the dignity of the great body that 
created it. ‘The people suffered from any 
insult cast upon its representative body, 
and no portion of constituents. should be 
allowed to violate the common forms of 
decency. and decorum due from all consti- 
tuents to. the commons house of parliament. 

Mr, Lamé did not think it quite fair 
that.an opinion hazarded by bim in private, 
upon a casual glance of the petition, 
should be adduced as an authority in that 
house ; he should not, however, shrink in 
public from any opinion he had maintained 
in private; he did not think the words of 
the petition so objectionable: the words 
alarm and regret, in its commencement, were 
by no means unparliamentary terms, to 
express the sensations of petitioners produ- 
ced by any antecedent act of that house;-the 
other .words.so much complained of, insist 
or demand, seemed tobe misunderstood, 
they were addressed to the house as in its 


judicial capacity. 


_ Mr. Sheridan fully concurred with an hon. 

ent. as to the necessity of dismissing from 
their minds every consideration that tended 
to irritate or influence, He was aware 
that it was necessary to hear with temper, 
in order to decide with firmness. He had 
poe the election contest without 

eat, intemperance, or animosity upon his 
part, and he should not now be. hurried to 
abandon that moderation to which he had 
been recently so much indebted. He flat- 
tered himself that he had the good fortune 
to have the best wishes of the hon, member 
who presented the petition; he had been 
benefited by his intercourse, and had occa- 


- slonally been honoured with the enjoyment 


of his hospitality; he did therefore think 
that the hon, gent. would have done more 
justice to his well-known candour, if he had 
in his application to different .friends upon 
the subject, had some previous communi- 
cation with, him, (Mr,. S,), before he had 
presented a.charge ip. which he was so per- 


sonally involved. He was'still more ata 
-loss to account for this omission, when he © 
recojleeted that a-noble lord (Folkestone) 
had done so upon a similar occasion. As _ 
to the petition now before the louse, he 
believed he had given the strongest proof 
in his power of his earnest anxiety, that the 
| prayer of that petition should be promptly 
acceded to, and that all practicable dispatch 
should be resorted to, in order to facilitate 
enquiry the most strictandextensiveintothe — 
grounds of all allegations complaining of a 
breach of the privileges of that house, or — 
relating to any conduct of his, touching 
the late election of Westminster. As to 
the wording of the petition, he had two 
reasons for not wishing>to reject it on that 
head ; his parliamentary conduct was evi- 
dence that he had been uniformly a zealous - 
-advocate for the subject’s right of petition, 
and- would now be the last man in that 
house to reject a petition for having indis- 
creetly made use of hot and hasty words ; 
but he had another and a paramount rea- | 
son for not rejecting the petition, and that 
was, tuat he believed in his soul, that if 
that petition went to acommittee of privi- 
leges, it would be to the chagrin and atter 
disappointment of the petitioners them- 
selves. He argued against the inconsistency 
of coaxing an hon, member to withdraw his — 
petition,- in: order not to compromise the 
dignity of the house, as such solicitation - 
went effectually to compromise it; and 
denied that the house could everfeel a diffi- 
culty in a question that involved the asser- 
tion of its honour, ; 
Mr. Robinson; though in.a verysmall mi+ ~ 
nority upon a former night, against the 
tight hon. gent., felt it now equally income 
bent upon himgfo resist the motion that 
gentleman had seconded; he thought the 
language of the petition extremely indecoe 
rous. The petitioners complained of their 
being disfranchised, and the two reasons 
upon which they grounded that opinion, — 
were truly extraordinary. The first was, _ 
that one of their representatives was engas 
ged in the service of his king and country, 
and could not attend to his duties as a se- 
nator, This circumstance, if it constituted 
either disqualification or disfranchisement, 
was well known to them at the time they 
elected him for Westminster. ‘The other 
reason was, that in.conseq ence of the dee 
cision of this house, their i2gal representa 
tive was prevented from immediately tas 
king his place in-this:house. If this could ba 


considered as a cause of disfranchisement, 
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it most certainly existed, previdus to the 
decision of the house, which enlarged the 
period for taking that returf into’ conside- 
Taticn. Under the impression be bad, 
_ he should conteive it his duty to vote for 
the rejection of the petition, unless it was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Adam submitted to the judgement 
of the liouse, whether the present petition 
did not tequire alteration ? It was univer- 
sally admitted, that the right of petitioning 
was certainly inherent in the constitation ; 

. bat it was equally a matter of fact, and 
generally understood, that the member 
should atwntively consider, and be re- 
sponsible for the allegations of the petitions 
which he should think it his duty to present. 
The first question was, whether the present 

~ petition should be referred to a committee 
of privileges? In the mean time, another 
question had arisen, with respect to certain 
indecorous terms inserted in it. The opposi- 
tioh was not to the substance or mode, with 
an intention of refusing its prayer, but was 
solely directed against the language which it 
breattied, as being inconsistent with the dig- 
nity aud forms of the house. If the object 
was to obtain full and substantial justice, he 

_ recommended to the bon. gent. to withdraw 
it for the purpose of alteration, pledging 

himself to bring it forward on a fature 
secasion. By such conduct the dignity of 

_ the house, the right of petition, and the 
privileges of the people would each be re- 

tively preserved. 

Mr. Biddulph declared himself unwilling 
to trespass on the time of the house, but he 
found himself called wpon to reply to some 
observations which bad fallen from hon. 

_ gentlemen on the other side. He could 
assure one tion. member (Mr. Lamb), that 
be had not thre remotest idea of an improper 
allusion to bin, nor did he make any in- 
correct wee of the authority of his name. 
The right tion. gent. (Mr. Sheridan) had 
charged hiai, in a way more or less gentle- 
manly, of a wantof frankness, in wot con)- 
‘miunicatitig his intention with respect to this 
petition. Ov this point he could only say, 
that the necessity never occurred to him. 
/Was it anew case, and 
previously brought before t &, 
certainly theright bon. 
gent. With respect to the petition iteelf, he 
shouvldconsider himselfa very bad advocate, 

‘were tre to persevere in ing it, contrary 

to the general feeling of the House; but he 
“mighit be allowed to state his opinion, thavit 
was'the strong ex pression of unlettered men, 


‘to thesoberund deliberate judgeme 
house, against thatstrain of eloquent decla- 

“mation which, on a former evening, bad been - 
}so'realously and ‘successfully employed to 


without'any view of insulting the digtity of 
that house, or trenching off its privileges, 
To such a class of men, he conceived it hig 
duty té givé evety facility of laying the 
statement of their grievances before the 
legislature. He should tiow move fo withe 
draw it, if the right tofi. gent. who secon- 
ded the forthér motion, was inclined t 
coincide. 
Mr. Sheridan said, he was forcéd to yield 
his corisent, more to éoimply with the wish 
of thé house, that any inclination of his own, 
The petition was according|y withdrawn. 
[Stave-Trabdt Asotirton Brit.) Ow 
the order of the day beitig read for the’ 
house resolving itself into a committee on 
the slave-trade abolition bill, 
Sir Charles Pole declated hiwiself so 
pressed with the impolicy of the abolition, 
that he was induced, in every stage, to 
thwart a bill, ruinous to the colonies and 
ito the conimerce of the country ; a mea- 
‘sure which would put into the hands of 
the enemy, those objects on which he had 
80 steadfastly fixed his attention, and the 
want of which, in a great degree, restrained 
the progress of his arms, and prevented 
the accomplishment of thdsée menuces, 
‘with which ‘he had so long threatened 
this enipire. It was a great sacrifice to 
‘fisk one-third of the British exports, be- 
sides imports to a large amount, indepen- 
dent of the employment given to such 4» 
number of seamen, as were annually engaved 
‘in the trade with Africa. He wished uot 


delay the house, but he strenuously 
lcommended a prolongation of the’ time 


»when the bill should begin to operate, and 
a total change of the preamble of the bill, 
Mr. Hughan, on rising for the first time 
to address the house, solicited the indul. 


gence usually extended to young members, 


and declared, that a consciousness of his 
own inexperience in debate would have 
deterred him’ from delivering’ his senti- 
ments on the present occasion, did not an 
imperious seuse of duty, an irresistible 
impression of the mugnitude and import- 


ance of the question to the best interests 


of the étate, rise paramount to all other 
considerations, and induce him to appeal 
nt of the 


rouse the passions, to overpower and mislead 
the reason: He trusted that un homble 


individual might be tted to raise his 


voide ‘in-defence of that system of our an- 


| 
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- our naval strength its power. 


If the statements which bad been given 


hesoes, the ornament and pride of their 


‘mony to the arild and lenient treatment of 
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cestors under which oer commercial pro-| During the peried which had elapsed 
sperity had attained its present extent, and | since the enquiry on this subject was closed, — 


He was the|be would ask, had no new occyrrences 


more anxious to make this. attempt, from | taken place, which ought to. influence opi- 
observing thet no one possessing personal | nion and govern the judgement? Did the 
knowledge, or local experience of rebellion in Grenada, the Charib.insurrec- 


teal conditicn of slavery in the West In- 


tion in St. Vincents, the Maroon war in . 


dies, had yet offered any information to|Jamaica, and, above all, the revolution in 
the house, and having spent a considerable | St. Domingo, afford.no lesson, no expes 


part of his life in the most important of{rience by 


which our decision might be 


our colonies, and having therefore some ane ? It could be clearly shewn, that 
t 


knowledge of the subject, he would en- 


e latter most disastrous event had its 


deavour to convey juster ideas of the pre-| origin in, and was accelerated by, doctrines 


sent state of negroes in these settlements | similar to those which were now 
Indeed, thej inthis country, first promulgated inFrance, 


than seemed now to prevail. 


used 


representations which had been made,|and afterwards most industriously dissemi- 
and descriptions given, were of that na-{ nated, until, in their natural course, they 
tuce, that. they had excited no small degree | buried that devoted and ill-fated colony 


of astonishment in his mind ; so much se,|in devastation and ruin. 


In a case of so. 


that doubts might have arisen (if these re-] much moment to the parties, he also con- 
lations were deserving of credit) whether | tended, that they had aright, an undoubted 
all that he had heard or witnessed during| right, to be patiently heard in their own 
a residence of 10 years in the West Indies, } defence; and he. must, therefore, regret, 


must not have passed in a dream; and le}that those highly respectable characters 


would tell the hon. members, from bis own} who were offered as witnesses at the bar, 


personal observation, that there did not}had not been received, 


The. mode in 


exist a more happy race than the slaves in} which the question had been treated, he 


our colonies, if any trust was to be placed 


(Mr. H,) strongly deprecated. Qut of 


in outward appearances, which universally }doors, the grossest exaggeration and mis. 
indicated cheerfulaess and contentment.} representation had been resorted to, and. 


in that house, declamation was substituted 


were correct, if the enormities which had} fur argument, and. pathetic.addresses to the 


been related were practised, be had no dif- 


feelings for sound reasoning, The noble 


ficulty in saying, that ndn must be desti-}lord who introduced the. bill, had set the 
tute of the common attributes of huma-| example, which had been universally fol- 
nity, who, believing such accounts, did} lowed, and an hon, and learned -gent. (the 
not cordially join the advocates of the] solicitor-general) hed been carried so far 


present ineasure in voting for the abo-. 
lition of the trade; nay, for the abo- 
lition of slavery itself, But he must 
totally deny the truth of these gene- 


by the spirit of disingenuous animadver- 
sions,.that he did not scruple to uscribe all 
the laws of the colonial legislatures which 
had been passed for the security and pro- 


ral accusations, and demand proof: nei-|tection of the negroes, t6 an insidious de-. 


thet could. he admit, that one or two in- 
stances of severity or oppression, if esta- 


sien merely to impose on the public of 
this country, with the view of stifling farther 


blished-even, (sueh circumstances must andj enquiry or discussions as to slavery, and, as 


do happen in every country,)—could be 
admitted as evidence of the delinquency of 
the systema at large; aad it was singular, 
that the most exalted characters, those 


coumry, and who had been employed in 
the coloniés almost to a man, bore testi- 


slaves iv the West Indies. Here the hon. 
gent. lamented, thet the legislature had 
thought fit to deny iteelf the benefit of all 
additional information, by evidence, on 
thie important question, on the alledged. 
ground that nothing new could! be atiduced. 


You. 


he alledged, none of them were put in force. 
To a map acquainted with the facts, such 
an assertion appeared monstrous; and 
when that learned gent. quoted the words 
of an obsolete Jaw of Barbadoes to shew 
the estimation in which, in legal language 
and proceedings,. negroes were held, it 
would have been morecandid had he at the 
same time stated the date of that law, and 
mentioned that it was passed upwards of a 
century. ago. Even the-hon. meniber for 
Yorkshire (Mr. Wilberforce), in @ receut 
publication, had beew compelled to admit 
a consolidated slave law of Jamaica 
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wésenectedprevions to the agitation ofthe | 
quéstion:of Abolition; and could not there- 
fore-have.been framed with the intent im- 
puted tothe West-Indians by the solicitor- 
general.’ To: that law he (Mr, H -) would 
refer for a-refutation of ‘such charges: let 
itsa'provisions' be.examined, and it would 
be'seen, ‘whether. the interests. and protec- 
tion ofthe slaves were:so completely over- 
looked been asserted.’So much 
forthe .means which had been émpluyed: 
for the-accomplisbment of this measure.— 
With regard to) its: general tendency anid: 
result, he*would not besitate’to affirm, that 
st. must prove) as. little beneficial to the 
Africans themselves, as’ it would be inju- 
rious toethe»colonial interests and: naval 
superiority» of .the empire. ‘Tbroughout 
the: whole: discussion, cause and effect had 
been studiously. blended ; slavery with the 
slavetrade. ‘Vheslave trade in Africa was 
the gesult of: slavery, and slavery was 
produced by the. barbarism of the inhabi- 
tants...' History,:-ancient ‘and «modern, 
roved the universal existence of slavery 
in: all the coubtries» of Africa, inhabited 
by negroes, ‘and that this system prevailed: 
ages before the commencement of the Eu- 
ropeatrslave-trade, | Mr. Parke, the favou- 
rite.autbor of the abolitionists, informed 
us, that-three-fourths of the negroes were 
i, a state. of slavery; and from one fact 
which he. mentioned, it might be presumed 
that in. this caléujation the numbers of 
slaves were: underrated ; for. he’ tells us, 
that af 900 prisoners takén in.one’battle, 
only 70 ‘were. free. persons. Such, then, 
being the state.of the population of Africa, 
where the inhabitants were. totally igno- 
yant of any. other distinction than that of 
master land slave, how would:the condition 
of these slaves.beameliorated: by the ex- 
tinction’ of ane branch only of the: trade? 
The | European trade in slaves. was derived 
from that> description: of individuals who 
were slaves in their own country! and if 
putian end to, not one less. would exist in’ 
Africa, But: this: was not ail; for the pro~ 
posed act only abolished the ‘British slave- 
trade. ~Would.the French, the Dutch, the 
Spaniards, Portuguese,. or the Ameri- 
cans »abandonyit?. dt wag.mot even: pre- 
teuded that.any-of the former nations had 
shewn the smallest.disposition to relinquish 
the trafli¢pand the letter understand their 
own jnterest too.ixell) togive it. up... The 
French knew the value of ttiis trade, and’ 
that - their: colonial, commerce, the ‘chief 
pupport of the naval power of every Euro- 


pean state, ‘depended on it. Indeed, theif 
own experience was’ more ample than’ 
that/of any other country, France, pres 
vious'to the revolution, as’ she posséssed 
the most extensive colonies, -had the’ 
greatest share of this trade. From Naptz. 
alone, 320 ships were employed in it, and 
150 from Bourdeaux ; and the French miniss 
ter had lately told our negociator what 
)co-operation: we had to expect from that 
nation; fairly acknowledging, that France 
would be guided by a sense of her own ty 
terest, and not by any fanciful and 
culative notions of what is termed be+ 
nevolence and philanthropy. “fact: 
therefore was, that this*measure could 
not produce any reduction ‘in the number 


of slaves in'Africay and that not one less 


would be exported from that continent ;°a_ 
temporary interruption of the trade mgt 

perhaps take place, end involve the objects: 
of it in horrors on the coast, to whicl they 

were not-during its continuance ‘exposed, * 
With: respect to the carrying trade, 
was underthe controul of humane ‘regu- 

lations ; if the: acts’ already passed ‘were 

bot “sufficient, the legislature might and’ 
ought to adopt other measures ; but ip was: 
wortby of ‘remark, that all the ‘enormities 
which had been cited and dwelt on, referred 

not to the present state of the ‘trade, but. 
to the period: antecedent to passing sir Wy 

Dolben’s regulation act, and if any instany 
ces of atrocity had recently ‘oceurred, it’ 
was. fair to presume, -that the abolitionist’ 
who had access to the journals of each 
voyage, which were by law lodged sat the 

different customehouses, would not: have: 
failed to make use: of them. Indeed, - it: 
could easily be sbewn, that, so far trom 
these descriptions being consistent with 
trath, it was no uncommon thing for a 
slave ship to perform a voyage without loq 
sing a negro. during its continuance.—In’ 
the West Indies, this act'would be received 
with dissatisfaction and disgust. . It would 
endanger the existencé of the colonies,and 
must produce their ultimate decay, if not: 
their immediate destruction. The negroes, 
who had always been accustomed ‘to look 
to a reinforcement of strength'by the: pur- 
chase of Africans, as a boon to themselves 
and an alleviation of their labours im culti- 
vating the plantations, would become: 
contented ; and as they could not distin-. 
guish between the nice refinements of jus- 
Lice, that discontent was likely to. ripen 
into resistance to their masters, when they 


found that they alone were-to be the ot 
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be found tovhazard their|ated by the most’ loyal principles, could 


few Arican negroes, whose ‘numbers were | our enemies, by reducing the:cost of slaves 
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of slavery. The white population of|flect: that «a ‘separation: of interests ‘must 
islands must ‘be diminished, and the}cause an alienation of the ominds of the 
security against. external and:internal dan-|colonists. If» their’ lives..and property 
thereby destroyed; no adventurers | were hazarded, these men,’ although actu- 


lives in an- unwholesome climate, because} not but view this: measure as an infringe- 
the ‘stimulus was taken away. "The road|ment of their rights. »'While they were 
-to competence and -independence athongst |'sacrificed, the prosperity’ of their neigh- 
the white persons employed in the:planta-|bours and rivals: must necessarily be ad- 
-tions, ‘who composed: the militia and|vanced; for the obvious effect: of this 
“strength of the islands, was the application | measure would be to afford:greater facili- 
‘of: their first earnings to the purchase of a | ties to’ the improvement of the colonies of 


‘progressively increased by additional pur- | to cultivate them.-—A-detail of buta smail 
chases, until of sufficient importance to| part of the advantages which resulted: to 
-establish a new plantation or invigorate au |Great Britain from her colonial:commerce, 
‘old. All the! plantations:which |had been |:would occupy too. much of the time of the 
recently opened, and on which great sunis house; and was'the less necessary as these ad- 
‘had been-expended in the construction of | vantages were generally admitted = all these 


buildings, the clearing of lands, &c., and 
which’ were approaching towards maturity, 
‘would be immediately checked, and for 
‘want. of the assistance of fresh labourers, 


‘for their cultivation, must eventually be 
.abandoned.—T bat the negro population of 
‘the West Indies could:notbe supported with- 
out importation, was demonstrated by expe- 
rience, ‘admitting a few exceptions: from 
rare and peculiarly favourable circumstan- 
~ces; and this partof the question never had 
_been fairly stated or met by the abolitionists. 
The inequality of the sexes, and many other 
causes, contribued to produce this: effect ; 
and it must be enquired, whether what 
was termed a waste of human life, al- 
though improperly so. denominated, was 
a sufficient reason for abandoning any great 
resource of the revenue or bulwark to the 
-safety of the state. If so; many of the 
manufactories carried on in England, and 
the whole system of national defence, ought 
‘tobe abolished ; for it couid not be pre- 
tended: that some of the most lucrative 
branches of manufacture, .or the great es- 
“tablishments of our army and navy con- 
‘tribute to keep up the. population of the 
-empire.—The whole system of the colpnies 
“depending on long-sanctioned’ usages and 
_ established laws, Would be abrogated, and 
, all this was to-be effected to gratify false 
philanthropy and mistaken philosophy, 
- Let the ‘house consider ‘the importance of 
~thesezcolonies : to the general interest of 
the nation, and then weigh the consequen- 
ces. The West«India trade composed one 
“third. of. the: whole: amount of the. trade, 
+ both import and export, of Great Britain. 


were to be hazarded, nay to be sacrificed, 
for the attainment of aphantom. | He'there- 
fore entered his solemn protest against the 
adoption of a measure fraught with-ruin to 


iwaleulated on, and absolutely the colonies and tothe empire. . 


Mr. Anthony: Browne, not having:sue- 
ceeded in procuring’ the speaker’s notice, 
on the second reading of ‘the bill, was de- 
sirous of explaining briefly the grounds on 
which his ‘opposition was founded. He 
did) not -defend slave trade, withrré- 
ference to Holy Writ; or to ‘any existing. 
moral or political evil'of our own gavern- 
ment ;-on the contrary, he admitted that 
the trade was a- great political’ evil of -it- 
self; but yet-it was an evil interwoven 
with the most important interests ofthe 
country, and witha complication of private 
interests on which* thousands and 'thou- 
sands of our fellow subjects depended ! 
the redress of which should be relatively - 
considered, and taking into view,’on the 
one hand, the radical barbarous internal si- 
tuation of Africa, the inadequate and ‘in- 
complete object of that abolition which 
was proposed by the bill, and on the other, 
the magnitude of the danger to the colo- 
nies, he was of opinion, that the remedy 
was worse than the disease, and that we 
were incurring a most fearful risk, without 
the power or the means of extending to 
Africa, the practical benefits of those prin- 
ciples of justice and humanity on which 
the bill was speciously founded. He en- 
tered into minute description of the 
tuation and circumstances of Africa, to | 
shew that. state of slavery was'the radi- 
cal. and incurable inheritance of her soil, 
not induced by the slave trade, but arising 
from the petty divisions of her states, 
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_ the jealousies inseparable from those op- 
sing authorities, and that state of incivi- 
lication and barbarismin which Africa re- 
mained, amidst. the improvements.cf other 
ations, Besides this objection, he said, 
that the bill was incompetent to effect: the 
abolition of the slave trade. Great Britain 
possessed not more than one-fifth of that 
-trade; she could dono more than aban- 
don that part of the trade which: she pos- 
séssed, she, could not compel Africa to 
abolish the trade: such an object: could 
only be accomplished by the concurring 
opinion of the other. nations of Europe 
that maintain the trade for the same poli- 
tical reasons that we do. We must esta- 
blish @ sincerity. of feeling on the other 
nations, ofthe injustice of this trade; lea- 
ding to an active honourable pursuit of the 
same object, and by one common voice to 
that complete and entire abolition of the 
trade, fram which alone the consumma- 
tion of. that great object could he accom- 
plished. This view was sufficient to raise 
a doubt of the practical advantages of the 
bill to Africa, and: when contrasted with 
the danger which threatens our. colonies, 
was decisive of the necessity of rejecting 
it. The danger to the property of the co- 
lonies, arose from the necessity of a conti- 


_nued. supply of negroes for the cultivation | 


of property, without which experience had 
proved, thatthe supply could not be main- 
tained even-in the old islands, under every 
system of meliorated treatment which 
could be devised; and under the advantages 
of religious establishments. The 
effects of which on the minds, habits, and 
regularity of the negroes, in the island of 
Antigua,he could unequivocally assert from 
his own knowledge. The danger arose 

_ also from the probability of a diminished 
white population ; on that part of it espe- 
cially which constitutes the yeomanry. of 
the colonies, anc its permanent. military 

. strength, by withholding the only. means 
of advancement which the limited circum- 
-gtances of the coleniesafiord. From the pro- 

_ bability also of a diminution inthe value of 
West-India property, and the serious con- 
sequences to these whe stood in situations of 
pecuniary embarrassments. All those were 
_exposed to utter ruins for it could not be 
_expected that .a creditor. will rest satisfied 
. with security of-deteriorated value and se- 
_ curity, if it might-be so-called, exposed 
_to.daily annihilation. But, said be, there 
is apother danger still, more. alarming, a 


daager to the lives and existence of our: 


fellow subjects, which it is not in.my pow. 
er to estimate. I view those consequences 
with fearful anxiety, as leading, necessarily 
leading, to a fata] paroxysm of disaffection 
and insurrection, and to a, renewal. of 
those revolutionary. horrors, from, the-ef- 
fects of which Europe is not now, free, and 
which will live in the recellection of 
kind, an. aweful lesson of the, dangerous 
efiects of imnovatiug schemes of great na 
tional import, and a just and powerful mo- 
tive for a reverential deference to. those 
long-established: habits and: institutions 
which may be reckoned the foundation of 
national prosperity and happiness. When 
the negroes in the islands. learn. that. the 
parliament has pronounced their cendition 
to be unjust: and inhuman, and. that; t 
ure not to be benefited by the bill, it wi 
be sufficient to animate them to a spirit.of 
discontent and a desire of redress, -from 
which a scene of misery and: hosror may 
be contemplated, equal in enormity. to that 
which has lately disgraced the character of 
France. Andican. it be the policy of Great 
Britain to encounter all these tearful hazards, 
from a doubtful chance of benefit:ta the 
native. African, who isin a situation not; to 
be benefited by your exertions, a. situation 
of hopeless and hereditary slavery ? 

Mr. Barham. entered into an exculpa- 
tion of the planters, in. the West Indies, 
from the charge of cruelty to the. slaves, 
and quoted. several instances of kindness 
and humanity on the part of the overseers 
towards the slaves, and the gratitude of 
-the latter in return. He considered that, in 
order to promote any thing of civilization 
und religion among the negroes, it would 
be necessary to educate them, and:te 
complish that, it would be necessary to give 
them more liberty : this, however, would 
bea dangerous experiment, and he was at 
@ loss to say, what would be the best mode to 
remedy theevil.. From his own experience, 
he was not warranted in supposing that the — 
negro population could be kept up in the 
colgnies. He. had not, on his plantation, 
neglected: any means. that humanity. or 
prudence.could suggest to keep up his:stock, | 
to whiclhe had determined, for years back, 
not to add asingle newly purchased slave, 
and yet he had not been able to succeed. 
Ifany means could be devised forse desi- 
rable an end; he: should be very happy to 
make the experiment ; but he much feared 
that hone such was likely to offer. Stillhe 
was determined, upon the principles. of 


humanity, to support-the Abolition, regret- 
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ting merely that it had so long continued,| Sir Ra/ph Milbanke could not do justice 
to the sentiments of his constituents, nor 
chants and planters concerned int. For, | tohis own, if he were to give @ silent vote 
in favour of the bill. 
a few observations in support of it. — 


but deprecating any reproach on the mer- 


of any guilt that attached to this trade they 
were at most but partners with the partia~ 
ment which tolerated it, and the country 
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He therefore offered 


_ Mr. Montague spoke in favour of the 


which profited so much ‘from it. ‘These | abolition, to which he had; from his earliest 


therefore, ought not now, in his 


years, devoted himself with a zeal and at- 


He would ask. 


opinion, to be dismissed with censure, e° ‘tention inferior only to those of his hon. 


without that fair and honourable c 

sation to which they were entitled. 
'.Mr. Courtenay, as the great majority on 

the second. readiug: of the bill liad been as- 

cribed by some of the members to a pathe- 


tic and. persugsive-appenl: to the passions|the city banquet 


friend (Mr. Wilberforce). 
one of the opposers of the bill, who was a 
member of the board of aldermen of Lon- 
don, whether he would think it a happy 
change, to be suatched away from one of 
s, and crammed into a — 


which had:hurried the house into-a precipi- |slave ship as the blacks were? He blamed 


tate. vote, remarked, that the 
bill would: have passed years ago, if 


lition |'the planters for not making preparation in — 
compliance with the notices they had re- 


oratory: alone. governed and directed the | ceived. 


decisions: of the house ; for many mem-| 


bers. of the house, he: said, still must re- /observed, that he was now in the verysita- 


member the sivenuous and noble exertions 


ation he had described. He was now no 


of twoeminent statesmen of’ the most’ dis- |longer an alderman of the city of London; 


tinguished and splendid talents, who had 
displayed the superior power.of their ca~: 
pacious: minds. on this most interesting 
question. The vigour, the logical precision, 
the: commanding and luminous eloquence; 
of the one, blended and associated with 
the copious, brilliant, and impressive elo- 
quence of the: other, penetrated the most 
callous and obdurate hearer, and carried 
conviction to the most: prejudiced and in- 
terested: understanding. No more rivals. 
for power, or divided on: some great poli- 
tical. principle, but cordially united’ like 
brothers inthe: sacred cause of justice and 
humanity, we have only to. lament that: 


they no longer exist, the prideand orna-'|- 
‘itself would furnish ample compensation to 


ment of the country; to enjoy the glorious: 
triumph oftheir geniusand virtue. shall. 
now presume to add'a: word:on the merits: 
of another gentleman, the . original mover 
of the: question. The great and’ brilliant 
eloquence: we so lately: heard; still vibrates 
ou the ears_of the’ house; but he: has bis. 
reward—-. 
What nothing-earthly or can 
of having: rescued thousands: of: the :uuhap- 
PY; Oppressed: natives of: Africa: from the 
‘scourge, avarice; and tyranny of Europe; he 
has at last the conscious pleasure:of seeing | 
his. laudable exertions; . his: uwearied: zeal, 
his. indefatigable ce; crowned. 
with: success, and. he: has: been: singularly 
happy in throwing: sacred lustre, over-his 


pathetic. reasoning, by: the: af 


‘he'no longer banqueted upon the luxuries 
of the civic board, but bore the burthen of 
a slave; for he had embarked’ all his pro- 


perty in our West-India colonies; he felt 
the shackles of the slave about him, and 
he no longer erijoyed that freedom he was 
before possessed of. After some general 


‘observations, he concluded expressing 


his decided opposition to the measure in its 


present shape. 


Mr. Bathurst objected to the principle 


of the bill, as well as to the consequences 


which would unavoidably result from pas- 
sing it into a law, He recommended’ a 
gradual decrease. 

Mr. Jacob contended, that the'abolition 


the planters, as it must naturally tend to 
enhance the value of their present negroes 
and plantations, while he argued that acon- 
tinuance of this traffic would, by operating 
to increase the means of cultivation, serve — 
to extend: the: produce, which was already 


|superabundant, and thus lead to the ruin 


of the planters more immediately and effec- 


'tively:thany could) by anycaloulation, be 
apprehended fronramimmediateabolition— 


Amidstaloud cry of question ! question !, 
Mr. Secretary: Vindham rose, and’ said, 
from the lateness of the hour-and-the-eager- 
ness which the house’very naturally felt'to 
go into the. committee; he-should ‘reserve 
the sentiments which-he entertained upon 
this important:subject for another stage of 
this: bill. Differing, as:he did‘ upon this 


fecting fervour of his-retigious: sentiments; 


question, from. many: of” those- whom» he 


Mr. Hibbert, in reply to his-bon, friend, 
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most respected, and esteemed, ‘he was 


turally, desirous for‘an opportunity of 
ting the. grounds, which .appeared to 
‘mind. to, justify: this difference... .With: all 
reverence. which he felt, for the, princi- 
of justice and. humanity, ystill heicon-_ 
ssed, that-he had not courage to come to 
‘the; decision which the, advoeates. of this 
Measure: proposed; contemplating .as he: 
gid the effects which its adoption threatened. 
to produce; and apprehending, trom it, and 
at no yery distant period too, no less than 
the, ruin of the country. Hemost fervent- 
ly wished. that these apprehensions .might’ 
_prove to be unfounded; but. yet they had 
made such an, impression on his mind,. that, 
considering, the necessity for the.passing of 
this. bill was not, on, thescore. of -morality, 
go overruling as to leave no option, he could’ 
not forbear, consistently with his\sense of; 
duty, 4 to. resist it.. As those gentlemen who. 
-supported., this bill, were anxious,.to,wash 
Aheir, hands of the guilt, which appeared to 
‘them to attach to the, traffic it_proposed.to. 
-abolish, so.he was equally. anxious.to. wash 
his hands of the consequences which that 
abolition, in his. judgements to 
‘produce; » 
Whitbread. said, a men of such: 
enlightened mind, aod such known huma- 
nity as his right bon, friend, thought it ne-’ 
oessary to, get upat that hour to, state his 
rseverance in his opposition to the abo- 
Fition, and to his own original sentiments, 
he felt it incumbent on him to declare his 
conviction of the justice and truth of the 
uniform consent he ‘had given to-the senti- 
ments , and the propriety of the support he 
had given to the efforts. of the hon. gent. 
who was the:chief promoter of that mea- 
gure, (Mr.! Wilberforce). : The able speeches 
he bad heard inthe recent discussions con- 
firmed the. opinions he had. entertained. 
The. same exploded arguments, the same 
groundless, and, disproved assertions which 
had been so often refuted ,on. former occa- 
sions, were'all that:could. be now. advanced 
against cruelties, incapable 
of ‘being exaggerated by nye mouth or 
-mind, which.the house.was called upon. to 
abolish, were inherent. in, the ‘thing, and 
the result: of the individual disposition 
-of the planters, many of whom were. he 
was ‘sure, men of great humanity. 
islands had “had: sufficient warning, and i 
they were hot prepared for the abolition, of 
the trade ‘now, they never would. If. we 
abolished the trade, on our;part, we should 
have, done our dutys, and given to, ems na- 


‘ 


tions the. ‘example of theirs. 
plained; that: too much feeling: and: to 
much passion, been... carried ‘into 
this »discussion; complained,» on 
the contrary, that. at had | been. mate 
too, little. question feeling; ‘and ‘that 
it.had ..been, :made.almost  intirely: a 
matter :of,cold caleviations of profit and 
Joss. English: money and African 
At, was necessary’ to 
prove ‘to the house, that the -country: could 
not lose by:abstaining from’ murder; It 
had. been proved by) Mr. Pitt, from: the 
most undeniable: calculations, that‘ thesis: 
lands and the erhpire at large, would gain 
in, revenue, in seamen, in commérée, in 


when-France would see these beneficial eft 
fects, she would -be. induced..by interest; if 
not by -feeling .or -principle, to follow the 
example.’ ‘There was -one ‘circumstance 
connected with the trade, which: had been 
communicated to him. by a» friend, 
which he thought necessary ‘to state to: the 
-house. A fine young slave had been pur« 
chased. for his, estate, who at first seemed 
afflicted and sullen, but whose discontent 
was,expected to wear off with time. “After 


groes,. upon meeting with the former, :pro- 
strated themselves before him as their chief 
The, violence .of-his emotions at the: cons 
trast between what he was and what he had 
been, drove bim within twelve hours™to 
commit suicide. One such instance as this 
was pane h toshew the iniquity of the traffic. 
bi ele was of opinion; that the abo. 
of, the slave. trade would have the ¢f- 
fect of. rendering the condition of ‘the slaves 
much worse in the West-India islands.’ The 
negroes upon his estate. were more com- 
fortable than labourers in this couutry, and 
it; would be his: desire to place them upon 
the same. footing im every respect. This, 
however,. was impossible, because the’ fer- 
tility of the soil was such in many parts of 


a half per week, one negro could-procure 
Lsupport. for a whole family, and. in: that 
case would not. be disposed to work ; so 
that it was necessary to keep them employe 
ed-by moderate disicipline, 

Mr. Herbert, of Kerry, in pursuance of the 
{| instructions of his constituents; was bound 
to. vote for.the abolition,and after all he had 
read :and heard. upon the subject, he could 
‘not conceive. any good the cone 


strength, and in profit; by the abolition ;aud 


ashort.period, however, another cargo of 
slaves arrived, and the newly importedne — 


‘the West Indies, that bythe labour ofaday and 
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late an hour would not enter 


"aiid glory. ‘At so late an hour, he should not 


- gommitted, and then get through it with a 
‘more perfect and satisfactory knowledge of 


carried without division. 


_ # message from his majesty respecting the 
treaty with’ Prussia, “and an‘‘advance of|“* the Mediterranean), transmitting’ the 
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expecting iit, | the Lowe Auckladd declared 


after'the solemn ‘decision ‘which had already’ 
taken place on’the bill, it would again have 
phdergone such protracted  diséwssion. |: 


his initéntion oppusig any motion for the 
hearirig’ of “counsel.” "The bill. before’ the © 
hotise was’one which did hot'in ‘ahy man- 
nércall upon thé® house “to hear’ counsel. 


any reply to-predictions of rain; to the | The’ South-Sea compari, although legally 


country, if this meéasure'was adopted?’ 


entitled to ‘at ‘trade''to a great 


other oc¢asion would offer for that purpose, | part-of South. America, ‘had not for ‘many 


when hé trustéd be should be’ able to’prove, 
that, far from being in’any degree: detri- 
mental to: the interests: ofthe country, ‘it 
must powerfully conduce to its prosperity 


attenipt'to go into thé nature of theclauses 
-whith it was his intention to ‘move in the 
committee; but if thé héuse was inclinéd 
save mitch of their time’and attention, 
they’ would agreé\to what he should now 
propose, namely, to pass the bill through 
the committee, pro formd, fill up the blanks, 
have the bill printed, and in the hands of 
thé members, previously to its being re- 


‘gt its bearings ‘and tendencies; he hoped 
hiOwever that another long debate upon’ the 
principle of the bill-was not to be entered 
into.—On the motion that the speaker do 
pow leave the chair, 

’ General ‘Gascoyne said, that he had no 
wish on ‘his part to renew'the debate, but 
that ifany other gentleman thought pro-' 
r to do so, he should not think himself 


cluded from answéring many of the ob-| 


sections that ‘had that night been ‘urged 
against the opposers' of the bill.—-The ques- 
tion was now universally called for, and 
The: house 
then went into a committee upon’ the’ bill 

forma, and the blanks being filled up, 
and the house resumed, ‘it was ordered to 


be recommitted on Wednesday. — 
‘HOUSE’ OF LORDS, 


March 


years empldyed’a single véssel in that trade. 
Conquests: having. been ‘recently* made by 
bis ‘majésty’s ‘atms’ upon’ that ‘continent, a 
large capital had embarked in the 
trade to South América, upon “the sup- - 
position of its’ being perfettly legal: Tt had 
since discovered that it was not'so,and 
that the legal right was vested in the South — 
Sea Company : but under all the circumstan- 
ces of the case, he conld not conceive that a 
doubt could é€xist as to the policy and expe- 
dienicy of the'present'bill. Lord Redesdale 
did not mean to pledge “himself as to any 
Opinion ‘upon ‘the’ ‘subject, ‘but conceived 
that the petitioners having legal rights which” 
would be affected’ by this bill, ‘were erititled- 
to be heard by counsel. “Lord Auckland” 
gave notice, that he should the’ se- 
cond reading of the’. bill to-morrow, if the 
printed copies of it were then on the table. 
Conceiving the hearing’ of counsél to be to 
totally uumecessary, he should oppose. any 
motion for that purpose. "Thepetition was 
ordered to lie on the table” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, March 2. 

[Mrnvres.] The Speakeracquainted the 
house, that hé had received from major- 
general sir John Stuart, the following let- 
ter, in retirn td the thanks of this house, 
signified to him, in obedience'to their com- 
mands of the 22d of December. last:—* Ba- 
“ker Street, 28th Feb: 1807. Sir; it is 
|“ ‘since my return to England that-I have 


beer honoured with an authenticated co- 
“| py of your letter of the 24th Dec. (of 


{[Miwvres.] Lord Grenyille presented | ‘* which the original had been addréssed 


subsidy, (see House of Commons), On the 
motion of lord Grenvillé, his majesty’s mes- 
sage was ordered to be taken into’ cotsider- 
ation to-morrow, and the lords tobe sum- 


“from Mr. ‘secrétary Windhani’s office’ to 


** unanimous vote of thanks’ of the house 
of commons-of the 22d of the same 
/** month, to the general and other‘officers 
** to the troops, and to myself, in token o 


moned,—On the first reading of the bill for|“ its satisfaction at the conduet and result 
repealing so much of the-act ‘relating to the |“ of the action with the French forces, on 
South Sea compatiy as confers on that com-|“ the 4th of July'last, on the plains of Mai- 
pany an-exclusive right to-trade to certain da in Calabria. ‘shall fulfil a mest 
parts of South Amefica, lord Redesdale|“ grateful duty in obeying the’command of 
_ presented a petition ‘from’ the South Séa|‘* the house, to‘commiunicate to the army 


fompany, praying’ tobe heard’ by ‘counsel | ““ as above directed, the great and public 
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‘* honour by which their discipline and gal-| “ 

rated, And I venture toanticipate the sen-} “ i 
‘© timents of pride and gratitude they must 
** feel, conjointly with myself, on.thus ré- 
“ ceiving, in the unanimous thanks of par- 
“* liament, the most distinguished and most 
“¢ expressive token of national approbation 
“ to which a British soldier can possibly be 
‘ encouraged to aspire: While I presume 
pe irs sir, to bécome the chan-, 
* nel of conveying to the house my indivi- 
“ dual impressions on this subject, I am 
** to solicit that you will receive also the 
“ expression of my own acknowledgement 

_“ for the flattering terms of personal com- 
“ pliment with which you have been plea- 
* sed to notify to me the high distinction 
conferred upon me in the Resolutions. 

_ [have the honour to be, &c. J. Stuart, 
major-geseral.”—Mr. Walter Jury was, 


“ pliance with your petition, this house has 
“* ordered that you be and 
“ you are discharged accordingly.” Ordered, 
nem. cons, that the said reprimand be enter. 
ick presented . lowing message from 
the king: viz.. G. R. 
“ proper to acquaint the house of com- 
“ mons, that a treaty of peace has been 
“ concluded between his muajesty and the 
“ king of Prussia, a copy of which, as soon 
“ as the ratification thereof shall have been 
“ exchanged, his majesty will communicate 
“ to this house. And his majesty thinks 
“ it proper further to. apprise this house, 
“ that his majesty’s minister, who signed 
“* that treaty, has, in pursuance of an aus 
“ thority granted to him by his majesty 
“ for that purpose,-and in consequence of 
“ the great urgency of the state of afiairs 
4“ in those countries, which are now the 
‘* seat of war, taken upon himself to make 
** an advance of money to the Prussian 
** government, to the amount of about 
“ 80,000/., which advance his majesty has 
** been pleased to approve; and he trusts that 
* this house will enable him to make good 
‘“* the same. G. R.” On the motion of lord. 
Howick, the above nessage was ordered to, 
be. referred to a committee of supply. 
(Me. Pauty’s Petition Respectine 
tae Westminster Exection.} Lord 
Folkestone moved, that the order of the 
day for taking into consideration the petic 
tion of James Paull, esq. be now read. 
Mr, Sheridan begged Jeave to make one 
observation before the order should be 
read. He had heard that it was the inten- 
tion of certain gentlemen, during the inves- 
tigation, to insist upon the exclusion of 
strangers, He was aware, in an allusion of 
this kind, thathe was not strietly confining 
himself. within the prescribed limits of or- 
der, but his situation was a. peculiar one ; ase 
‘sailed in the most public manner, he ear- 
neatly wished that bis defence should be as 
public. He was anxious not only that his 
conduct should be known to.abl, but that all 
should. be enabled to understand the mean 
and perfidious calumnies. that aspersed it. 
Mr. P.. Moore said, that he held. in his 


band. 3 petitions: from some mest respect- 
“ tion the. ends, therefore of public justice 
“ are, attained; and it remains only. for} grossly tradyced by the allegations set 
you,, by, a. sacred. regard to. veracity, in the petition. of Mr. Paull, prayed. to 
“ through. the. remainder of your life, to} be allowed to meet and confront such alle- 


“* the country; and this house will not en- 
“ dure.that should be insulted, 
“ on its. authority ed, with. inypunity. 
“ Sworn.to. declare the truth between the 
“ parties, and again admonished of the so- 
obligation under which you stood, 
_“ you: nevertheless thought fit to persist in 

“ your arications, until it was mani- 
‘* fest that, your obstinacy. was wilful and 


ndeavour at redeeming yourself in 
jeune. the heavy disgrace 
Sto which you have fallen. In com 
{ed 
i according to arder, brought to the bar, 
where he received a reprimand from the 
" speaker, and was ordered to be discharged 
14 out of custody, paying bis fees. - The repri- 
‘mand was as follows; viz. “ Walter Jury; 
1) _“ A select committee of this house, ap- 
4 “ pointed to try and determine the merits 
“ of @ petition, complaining of an undue 
&g “ election and return for the borough off 
Maidstone, beve reported, that you be- 
{| “« ing called before them as a witness, did 
wpop your examination misbehave your- 
1 “ self, grossly prevaricating, and refusing | 
a “ to give evidence, For thatoffence you 
“ were thereupon ordered into custody ; 
“ and by this house afterwards committed 
1H “ to his majesty’s gaol of Newgate. The 
tribunal before which you were sum- 
moned,, dear to parliament and 
Jy branded your misconduct, by senten- 
H * cing you to an imprisonment with male- 
i “ factors andfelons.. At length by your 
petition it. appears that you. acknowledge 


We 


x 


that the mode resorted to for the purpose 


"noble lord did not mean any thing unfair 


Sear eee ona tr 


"of the house, and that when the proper 


. jtisfy the public, and anxious to remove 


the practice to abstain from hearing.at the 


ions; to give their evidence at the bar of 
the house touching the proceedings during 
and since the late election for Westminster. 
Mr. Moore then alluded to the extraordi- 
nary petition that had been on the last 
night presented by an hon. member (Mr. 
Biddulph), and said that he had it in his 

wer to prove by evidence at the bar, 


of obtaining signatures to that petition was 

a foul fraud against the very respectable 
electors of Westminster, whose names had 
been thereunto subscribed.—He then pre- 
sented a petition to the purport above men- 

tioned, signed Henry Burgess, James Wal- 
is, F. Homan, and A. Johnston. 

' Lord Folkestone thought the petitions pre- 
jature, as they seemed to pressuppose the 
allegations in Mr. Paull’s petition already 
substantiated. 

Mri Sheridan weas convinced that the 
or dishonourable, and that therefore he 
could not mean to summon witnesses 
against him, and deny him the opportunity 
of refuting their assertions by opposite tes- 
timony. Arraigned as he was of having 
either himself or by his agents, tampered 
with witnesses, it surely could not be inten-' 
ded to deny him the privilege of disproving' 
the truth of the charge at the bar. Ze 


Lord Howick thought that the petition’ 


had a just claim to be laid on the table! 
time came, the petitioner ought to be 
heard at the bar, in his own defence.— 
The petitions were then ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The order of the day having then been 
read, for taking into consideration the 
petition of James Paull, esq., the same 
was accordingly taken into consideration, 
and lord Folkestone moved, that the peti- 
tioner be heard by himself, his counsel, 
and witnesses, in support of the alle- 
gations contained in his petition, 

Lord Howick declared, that feeling every 
desire that this transaction should be in- 
Vestigated in such a manner as to sa- 


the slightest pretence for accusing the 
-house of an intention to deprive the pe- 
jtitioner of the means of supporting his 
charge, he, for one, would be willing to 
allow, that the counsel should -be heard ; 
‘but be wished the house.to observe, as a 
guide to their proceedings, that since the 
“passing of Mr. Grenville’s bill, it, bad been 
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bar, evidence which might tend to defeat 
the ends of justice in a subsequent come 
mittee. He trusted that the house would 
confine the examination simply to the point | 
of tampeting, and that if, in the outset, 
any question should be proposed affecting 
the merits of the election, the examination 
would be stopped. 
Mr. T. Grenville was of opinion that the 
heey case ought to go to a committee. 
hile the house looked only to the exami- 
nation of facts in having the case proceeded | 
apon at the bar, a precedent might be es- 
tablished which might tend to much incon- . 
venience, and much mischief hereafter. 
He was, he confessed, more inclined than 
otbers seemed to be, to doubt of the pro- 
priety of the house having proceeded even _ 
so far as it had already done. But if it 
was improper to have.gone so far, it would 
be much more improper to go farther. 
The question before the house seemed to 
him, if not an integral part of that which 
was reserved by the Grenville act, for 
the decision of a select committee, at 
least.so nearly to border on it, as that it 
would be impossible to keep the two ob. 
jects distinct. He had no doubt that un- 
der the Grenville act, a committee was 
perfectly competent to do the justice re- 
quired in this case, if the facts alleged 
could be substantiated or completely fal~ 
sified. The committee might make a spe- 


cial report, if either should be found guilty. _ 


of improper practices. If no inconvenience 
could arise to public justice, as he thought 
none could in this case, he was of opinion ~ 
the house ought not to interfere with a jue 
risdiction so nearly connected if not alto. 
gether identified with that which it had, 
by a solemn act, put out of its own hands, 
and delegated to its committees. He did | 
not suppose that the members in the house 
unsworn were a less desireable tribunal 
than the sworn members of a committee, 
But there was no doubt, that a sworn com- 
mittee, with its attention particularly die 
Frected to the objects it was to try, was as. 
eligible a tribunal as the house unsworns 
He was so strongly convinced that this 
was a case that ought to be reserved toa 
committee, that he felt an indispensable 
duty to state his opinion to the house, 
though he could not hope that any opinion 
of his would have such weight with the 
house as to lead its decision. If, notwith- ° 
standing the considerations he had thrown 
out, the house should persevere in the pree 
sent he was of opinios that there 
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would be great danger in- hearing of coun- 
sel. By the interference of counsel, it 
would be rendered next-to impossible to 
keep this case wholly distinct from the 
question of the validity of the late election 
which was to be tried by the committee 
between: the. parties in this case ; a question 
which the house was by law prohibited 
from interfering in, If the whole matter 
Was not sent to the committee, the only 
way the house could reserve that part 
which belonged exclusively to the com- 
mittee, was:by keeping the exami ation of 
the witnesses in its own hands. An advo. 
cate who looked only to what was best 
adapted to his present object, could never 
act up to the delicacy which became the 
house upon this head, and there would thus 
be an endless necessity for the interposi- 
tion of the house. If, however, the house 
should agree to have counsel, as well as to 
examine this matter itself, he hoped that 
it would not’be permitted to such counsel 
to attempt to instruct the house with re- 
spect to its privileges; and that particular 
care should be taken to prevent him from 
involving the two cases, which it was so 
essential io keep distinct. 

Mr. Baker thought the house ought to 
protect the witnesses summoned to: give 
evidence at its bar, and that no gentleman 
having aseat in the house ought to speak 
of witnesses about to come to the bar, in 
the terms of reprehension lately used by 
aright hon. gent. 

The Attorney-General thought it neces- 
sary to oppose himself a moment to the 
impatience of the house, in order to sug- 
gest the justice and propriety of*allowing 
the benefit of witnesses and counsel to all 
the parties, as well as to the one that was 
‘already allowed to be so heard. sie 
Mr. Sheridan wished the‘housé to go di- 
rectly iuto the-business.. As to counsel, 
he bad no objection to give his opponents 
all the counsel in the realm. For ‘himsel! 
he asked no counsel, but the jastice and 
rectitude ofthat honourable house. What 
the petitioners connected with bim might 
wish for, he knew not.—On the suggestion 
-of lord Howick, 

The Speaker was instructed to acquaint 
the counsel when called to the bar, that it 
-was the pleasure of the house that be 
'-ghould ‘confine bimself to: the matters of 
fact alleged in the petition,-to which he 
meant to.adduce evidence. 

Warren, counsel for Mr, Paull, was 
then called in, and. being instructed by the 


Speaker to this effect, he proceeded to’ 
state the matter of the petition, the charges 
containéd therein, and the nature and’ 
character of the evidence by which. they 
were to be supported. The first witness, 
Mr, Drake, was a lieutenant in the navy, 
and had had a share in those glorious ‘ac- 
tions which had attached so much glory to 
that service. Th: second witness, Wea- 


therhead, was also in the navy. The otber 


witnesses were men of low and humble | 
stations, But it was only persons of low 
situations that any one would attempt to 
tamper with, and the evidence of guilf 
should be sought from the scenes where it 
had been committed. The story ‘Mr. 
Drake would tell, would perhaps strike the 
house with so much astonishment, as al4 
most to appear incredible. But be would 
bere again represent to the house, that the 
effect should be taken in the mass, and 
that each part ought to be regarded as con- 
firmatory of the rest. With respect to the 
object of these charges, he was a man of 
very high talents and character, unstained 
in the present instance; as such, Mr. 
Paull, as well as himself, were willing to 
describe the right hon. gent.; and they 
wished the present transaction might not 
be found of a nature to give an opinion 
ditferent from what had been entertained, 
When the whole of the evidence should be 
betore the house, he was sure it would not 
seem too much to ask for the interposition 
of the house. Mr. Paull asked the house 
to take his witnesses under its protection 
ull the trial of his petition. Without that 
it would be vain to expect justice. It was 
in vain, if tampering with witnesses’ were 
allowed, to hope that the house would be 
fairly constituted, or the people fairly re- 
presented. 

William Drake was then called, and des 
posed that he had been a lieutenant in the 
navy; that he had entered it, to the best 
of his recollection, in 1785, and guitted 
itin 18023 that he bad married a natural 
daughter of Mr. Sheridan, and had beeh 
acquainted with him upwards of 5 years; 
that he became acquainted with Mr, Paull 
after the election, atid that this acquaint- 
ance had begun in consequence of the 
manner iu which Mr. Sheridan had treated 
him; that he had got a great many votes 
for Mr. S. during the election; ‘that he 
at that time saw: Mr. S. every: day, and 
that Mr. S. made him several promises; 
but that after the election he could hat 
procure-access to ‘Mr. S., whose porter‘had 
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grossly insulted him; that Mr. S. had af- 
terwards sent several people to him with a 
view to bias him; that he had been sent. 
_ for by Mr. Sheridan in February last to the 

house of Mr. Homan, where be had drank 
several bottles of wine; that he had a pri- 
vate conversation with Mr, 8, in a room in 
the house of a Mr. Edwards, where Mr. 8S. 


had offered him money to procure for him |, 


a letter which Mr. S. had sent to E. Har- 
ris, a Jew; that Mr. S. had offered to pro- 
vide for him and his father, and told him 
to keep out of the way, and offered him 
money, and said that he would settle the 
matter about the summons; that he had 
several communications with Mr. S. on 
the subject of, the letter; that no one ex- 
cept himself was present at the writing 
and signing of that letter by Mr. S.;. that 
he bad informed Mr, S. that E. Harris 
could procure 6 or 8 votes, but would not 
do it except he signed the letter. The 
letter had been signed by Mr. Sheridan in 
his own house, 3 or 4 days alter the com- 
- mencement of the election, but not in pre- 
sence of any person but the witness. ‘The 
letter had been signed between 11 and 1 
o'clock in the day, but he could not ex- 
actly: say on what day of the month. 
He had delivered no other letter, either 
during or since the election, to E. Harris 
from Mr. S., but had delivered one to him 
previous to the election, which had been 
signed also by Mr. S. E. Harris had of 
fered him a sum of money to procure a 
letter for bim from sir P. Parker, or sir 
S. Hood. In the interview he had with 
Mr, S. at Mr. Edwards’s, Mr. $. told him 
‘that he had acted improperly, in having 
mone out of town during the election, 
though he had constantly attended, and 
sent in the names of the voters he brought 
up every morning. When be asked Mr. 
S. what he was to do with respect to the 
summons he had received to attend the 
committee, Mr. S. desired him to get out 
of the way, and to leave the rest to him. 
Mr. S. said, he would provide for him, as 
they were old friends, by getting him a 
_ Situation under government, which he had 
been promised many years. . Mr. Johnson 
‘liad also asked him to get the letter from 
Harris, and he had replied to Mr. Jobnson, 
that if Harris did not give it up, “ by G—d 
he’d knock him down.” ' Mr. Homan, also 
of Frith-street, had said to him that he was 
wrong in writing to Harris, and that ‘it 
would be a good thing to get the letter, if 
possible, from him, Mr. S. had told him, 


> 


when he asked him to get the letter from 
Harris, that he should not want any money, 
as Mr. S, and he were old acquaintances ; 
and he had reason to believe that this mo- 
ney was offered him to induce him to. 
procure the letter. from Harris. Wit- 
ness being further examined, would not 
say that Mr. S. authorized him to offer 
any specific sum to Harris to get back the 
letter,. or that he even ever ‘mentioned 
the word money, but insinuated in ge- 
neral, that every possible means should be 
used to get it back, observing, that the 
getting back the letter was of the most 
serious and important consideration, . He 
had, however, offered 30/. to Harris, to 
prevail upon him to return the letter, 
which money he would pay out of his own 
pocket, and of his own authority. He 
had got acquainted with Mr. Paull, by 
means of a letter he had written to him, - 
Stating the ill-treatment he had received 
from Mr, S. and his servants; but Mr. 
Paull bad not instigated him by money or 
any other inticement to get possession of 
the letter, but merely advised him to tell 
what he knew, but to advance nothing that 
he would not be ready to swear to. When 
he got possession of the letter, he never 
mentioned the circumstance to Mr. Paull 
or to any of. bis agents, nor, indeed, to any 
person whatever, before he mentioned it 
this night at the bar of the house. Yet, 
upon cross-examination upon this poini, 
he confessed, that he himself had not culy 
seen the petition that had been presented 
to the house, but that he had dictated a 
part of it to Mr. Powell, more particularly 
that part which referred to the letter, and 
this he had.done a few days before the pe- 
tition was presented. Mr. Paull certainly 
expressed a wish that the letter might be 
got and produced before the committee, 
but he never promised money, or any 
kind of reward for that service, He al- 
lowed, however, that his intention was 
when he got hold of the letter, to use it 
against Mr, S. He never heard that any 
suspicion existed that the letter was a for- 
gery; but he destroyed it himself, because 
he did not conceive it to be of any use. 
He got a second letter from, Mr. S. during 
the election after the first had been de- 
stroyed ;. did not know the date of it; 
had seen Mr,.S. sign it in one of the rooms 
at the Shakspeare tavern ; when cross-tx- 
amined, he said, that-the letter was signed 
in Mr. S.’s drawing-room, while he hime 
self was in another apartment, and there- 
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fore did not see him actually write his 
name upon it; but verily believed that it 
wa: Mr, S.’s hand-writing; made different 
anwers, at different times, respecting his 
means of procuring money; had half-pay 
as a lieutenant in the navy, and several 
~ pensions from the king, and also one from 
the Patriotic Fund, yet was never confirmed 
a lieutenant in the navy; never had’ been 
examined at Grenwich, nor bad ever pre- 
sented any memorial to obtain his pen- 
sions. 

During the examination of the witness, 
frequent questions were started, and dis- 
Cussions naturally drose as to the propriety 
of the course of examination adopted by 

the learned counsel. ‘The witness and 
counsel were of course ordered to with- 
draw, and await the decision of the house 
on such points, 

General Phipps observed, that when 
counsel and witnesses were ordered to 
withdraw from the bar, it was not to be al- 
lowed that a petitioner should take the 
advantage of an indulgence which the 
house granted in such case, not to insist on 
the witness withdrawing more than a foot 
or two below the bar, instead of outside of 
the door; it should not be permitted that 
@ petitioner should lay hold of such an op- 
portunity for conversing with the witness, | 
or making observations on whatever might 
fall from any hon, member of that house. 

Mr. Paull, from below the bar, laniented 
that he had not an opportunity of fairly 
answering what was said in that house 
with reference to himself. But when he 
heard an observation so gross as that 
which had been made by the hon. ge- 
eral Here the petitioner was pre- 
vented from proceeding any further, by the 
authority of the chair, and was ordered to 
withdraw, 

The Speaker observed, that the house 
would judge for itself what it was proper 
for it to do after the proceeding that had 

_ just taken place, and which appeared to 
him so extraordinary that he should abstain 
from denominating it. He wished also to| 
collect the sense of the house as to its prac- 
tice, in the case of petitioners who prayed 
to be heard by themselves or their counsel, 

whether having made their election to be 
heard by their counsel, they did not relin- 
quish their right to be heard by them- 

-sélvés. 

iLerd, Howick had been so surprized at 
the extraordinary conduct of the petitioner, 
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feelings from calling the‘ attention of the 
house to the gross, insolent, and outra- 
geous proceeding. He thought the house . 
was called upon to adopt some measure; 
in vindication of its own dignity; and re- 
commended that the petitioner should be 
brought to the bar, and acquainted by the 
Speaker with the sense entertained by the 
house of the impropriety of his conduct. 

Lord A. Hamilton urged in mitigation, 
not in justification ofthe petitioner, the feel. 
ings that must have been excited by the . 
statement made by the hon. member urider 
the gallery. 

Mr. Whitbread had never bad his eye off 
that part of the house since the commence- 
ment of this investigation, and assured the 
house that Mr. Paull had never gone’ out; 

Mr. Baker submitted whether # would 
not be better that the house should 
not have any direct communication with 
him, bat that whatever was to be done on 
the occasion should be done through the 
serjeant at arms.—The motion of lord 
Howick was then agreed to; and the pes 
titioner and his counsel having been 
called in, 

The Speaker addressed him in the fol- 
lowing terms: ‘‘ Mr. Paull, I am directed 
by the house to acquaint you, that, in its 
judgement, you have been guilty of gteat 
impropriety of conduct, and commiitted a 
gross outrage upon the privileges of the 
house. I am also directed to acquaint 
you, that you having made your election to 
be heard by yuur counsel, are no longer 
entitled, according to the practice of this 
house, to be heard by yourself. I am also 
again directed to inform the counsel that 
they coufine their examination to matters 
of fact respecting the tampering with wit- 
nesses, and suppressing of evidence.” 

TT. Weatherhead was next examined. He 
stated, that he had been long acquainted 
with Drake, who had been a shipmate of his. 
Drake and he called at Mr. Sheridan's, in 
Somerset Place, on the 19th of Feb. He 
there saw a very motley crew, such as he 
had never met before, and such as he wished 
never to meet again. He waited some 
time in @ large room with this company ; 
when Mr, S. came in. Mr. S. addressed 
himself principally to Drake, with whom he 
continued in close conversation, elbow to 
elbow, for above ten minutes. They were 
at the opposite side of the room from where 
witness stood. He did not hear any part 
of their conversation, nor did he think it 


_ that he bad only been prevented by his 


was eudible to any other personin the room, - 
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Theré was a confused noise among the per- 


present, some of whom stood betwee:: 


him and Mr. S., and prevented that gentle- 
man from addressing him, as he several times 
attempted. At length, however, Mr. S. did 
address him, and talked to him about the 


’ motion which he meant to propose in the 


house of commons, for postponing the trial 
ofthe election, saying, he knew he had 
rascals to deal with, and would act accor- 
dingly. Witness told Mr. S. at this time, 
that what was said of the letter in possession 
of Harris, was unfounded, and that Mr. S. 
was misinformed, for that he was sure Drake 
would have nothing to do with a spurious 


etter. Drake wrote the second letter in 


the presence of himself and Harris, Wit- 
ness saw this letter before it was signed, 
and afterwards, and the words “ treasurer 
of the navy” were attached to the signature. 
All but the signature was in the hand-writing 
of Drake. Mr- S., after finding that he was 
unemployed, promised him (witness) an ap- 
pointment at the interview of the 19th of 


__ Feb. He desired him to call at Somerset- 


Place about two o’clock on the next day. 
He did so call, conceiving it very improper 
to make an appointment and not keep it. 
In this call he was accompanied by Drake. 
When they entered the room, they found an 
old woman in black, an old manalso in black, 


- dnd a young man strutting about the room. 


By-and-by another character appeared, 
and soon after Drake called him, saying, 
“ you are not aware of whatsuspicious com- 
pany you are in here: that fellow, who is 
just come in, is a Bow-street officer.” Upon 
this,he and Drake withdrew from the room; 
but, on their way out, he was met by a 
man of the name of Burgess, whom he un- 


derstood afterwards to be Mr. Sheridan’s 


solicitor. This man immediately saluted 
him with great familiarity, and claimed an 
acquaintance with him. But what struck 
him was, that the man could not point out 
any place where he had ever met him, and 
he could not remember to have ever seen the 
man before in his life. While Burgess was 
in-conversation with Drake and himself, 
Harris came up and joined them; and told 
Drake that Mr. S. meant to take him up 
on a charge of forgery. Drake was mdig- 
nant, and he and witness went away, ‘and 
at the first convenient tavern Drake took 
out his pencil and sent a very sharp note of 


‘ reproach to Mr.S. Witness received the 


Speaker’s warrant to attend the committee 
‘on the 24th of Feb., and received another 
summons since, He met Mr.Johnstone about 
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the! 2th of Feb. at Mrs. Drake’s, and heard 
Johnstone complain of Mr. Drake’s mis- 
behaviour towards Mr. Sheridan, and state 
that Drake was in acarriage with Johnstone 
the night before. Witnessadmitted that he 


been discharged by capt. Trolle 


under whom he served; but denied 
any crime was imputed to him. His dis- 


charge was merely the result of the captain’s 


pleasure. ‘The-first letter for the use of 
Harris was written by him; but the second, 
which was much stronger in its terms; was 
written by Drake himself. The first was 
objected to by Harris, principally because 
it had the letters M. P. annexed to Mr: 8.’s 
signature. He did know who wrote these 
initials ; though he wrote the letter, he had 
nothing to do with the insertion of M. P.; 


)when Drake brought him this letter signed 


by Mr. S., he saw, for the first time, the 
letters M. P., and they, as well as the sig- 
nature, were quite wet. Harris did cer- 
tainly propose to Drake to give him some 
money if he would procure him a2 letter 
from sir H. Parker or some other flag- 
officer, recommendatory of him in his 
business of slop-selling. He never saw any 
money paid on, this score, but was aware 
ofthe contract. He really did believe the 
signature to the first letter was that of Mr. 
S., but he thought M. P. quite absurd, as 
no parliament existed at the time. He 


‘advised Drake to destroy the first letter. 


Drake thanked him for the advice, after he 
had acted upon it. He never gave this advice 
under any impression that the signature 
wasa forgery. Heentertained no such un- 
charitable suspicion. He had no more 
disposition to suspect the genuineness of 
the second than that of the first letter. 
Witness was asked by Mr. S. whether 
there were not 4or 5 witnesses present at the 
only time that he ever happened to see him ? 
Yes.—Did I not say in your presence, that 
F never conversed with any one upon the 
subject of the Westminster election unless 
three or four witness were present? A. 
Something to that effect.—Q. Were you 
net introduced to me by Drake, upon. that 
the ouly tine I ever spoke to you, as a 
clergyman? A. No, I am no cushion 
thumper.—Q. Did not Drake describe you 
as the Rev. Mr. Weatherhead ? A. It 
might be so, but I did not notice it.—Wit- 
ness further deposed that Drake was to” be 
remunerated in money for his trouble in 
getting the second letter from Mr. S., and 
that Harris promised his vote and mterest 
for Mr. S. at the election. Witness was pres 
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sent at the supper given at the Bath Hotel 
in. Piccadilly,where Harris, Daws,and Drake 
-were. He heard no conversation about the 
-Jetter in the. possession of Harris.- He 
did not hearany sum of money offered by 
Drake to Harris, to induce him to give it, 
nor any request whatever, upon the subject. 
John Richards stated that he had been em- 
ployed in the election by Mr. Downes, and 
that he had received money from Burgess 
by recommendation of Downes, for his ser- 
vices and €xpences. On being cross-exa- 
mined by Mr. S,, he said he had never seen 
Mr. S. with Mr. Burgess. He had not 
written a. threatening letter to Mr. Downes, 
but be was obliged to acknowledge that he 
had, since the election, written a letter to 
Mr. T. Sheridan, complaining that he bad 
not. been sufficiently remunerated, and 
threatening to go to Mr, Paull’s side, and 
to do every thivg in his power against Mr, 
§S., unless his demands were complied with. 
Being examined by the petitiouing counsel, 
he stated,that he had been present at conver- 
sations in which Wallis had. stated, that the 
warrants of the Speaker would be out when 
the consideration of the petition was post- 
poned, and those who chose might go out 
of the way, and would receive money to 
that purpose.—Jeremiab James likewise 
spoke, to different meetings at the Peacock, 
and afterwards at the Barley Mow, Drury- 
lane, where Pullen, Richards, and Sperring, 
had met Wallis, who, he said, had treated 
them with a dinner at the Barley Mow, 
and allowed them mouey for their loss of 
time in meeting him onthe days mentioned, 
Wallis had told them that the warrants 
would be out in consequence of the peti- 
_ tion being postponed, and that those who 
went out of the way would get money to 
do so. W. had asked bim what he meant 
‘todo; but he would not tell him. W. 
said, every one in danger might go away, 
Witness being asked what he meant by 
that? he said that he imagined the danger 
referred to was of those who had voted be- 
ing bad votes.—Daniel Richardson, spoke 
to the same circumstances. He himselfhad 
no occasion to. go outof the way. The 
witness. was pressed to explain what be 
meant by that danger; or, why it should 
have been proposed that any should go out 
of the way. He gave no precise answer, 
At last he dropped down overcome with fa- 
tigue or agitation, and was carried out.— 
Ann Richardson spoke to the conversation 
pf Wallis, at the Peacock and the Barley 
Mow. She added,. that he said money to 


the extent of 6 or 7 guineas would be given . 
to. those who would go out of the way, 
Wallis had given 5s. a day to her husband, 
James, &c. for the loss of their time the 
days they met him; but at last he declined 
making them any more allowances, as, he 
said, he had lost 7/. in the loitery.—J, 
Balam said he had seen Wallis on the Sth 
of Jan., who had requested bim to speak to 
Sperring to keep out of the way, and that 
Mr. Sheridan would find the money. He — 
hadbeen at the house of Burgess wit hWal. 

lis, Pullen, and Sperring ; that Burgess gave 

him 5/. for his loss of time. Sperring had 

told him, that he had voted for Paull and 

Hood, on the first day in his own name, 
aud on a subsequent day had voted for S, 

in the name of Bryan, giving a different 

description of his abode. Sperring said, he 

received 10s. from Stephen Taylor, in the. - 
presence of Burgess. Wallis said, he was 
employed by Burgess. When pressed to 
state why he was to keep away, or make 
others. do so, he could state no particular 
reason, He said, he had given information 
to Mr, Paull’s agent, of what he had men. 
tioned. He had seen Mr. Powell frequent- 
ly, had told him what had passed when he © 
saw Burgess, and Powell had taken down 
what he had to say.—Christ. Richardson 
knows Balam. Ile had gone to see Bur. 
gess, and met Wallis coming out of Burgess’s 
house in Curzon-street. He went with one 
Gallant and Wallis to a house in Half- 
moon street, when Wallis told them that. | 
when the petition was postponed their ser- 
vices would be of no force, and those who 
chose might go out of the way. The wit- 
ness had no reason to keep out of the way. — 
He said, he had ‘communicated to Mr. © 
Powell what he did in trying to see Bur- 
gess, and in meeting Wallis. It was one 
Jobn Balam that took biur to look for Bur- 
gess ; and the object was to see whether 
Burgess would offer them any money te 
keep out of the way. ‘They did not see 
Burgess. He had seen Mr. Powell a day or 
two after, and Powell bad givenhim 10s. 
for his loss of time the two days he went 
with Balam to Curzon-street. He had 
gone from Carey-street, where Mr. Paull’s 
committee sat. He had seen one Percy at 


‘the committee in Carey.-street, who knew 


he had been at Burgess’s, and who, after he 


had gone the first day, encouraged him to 


go back to see what Burgess would say. 
Being asked whether it was his object to get 
money from Burgess? he said :“'No:” but 
a former answer being read to him, in ~ 
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which he had said the contrary, he’admit- 
ted, the object was money. He had gone 
pot to ask, but to see if Burgess would offer 
any money. Being examined by Mr. Sheri- 
dan, he denied that he had lately been locked 
up with a parcel of pickpockets, in ‘the 
black-hole, Catharine-street ; but he had 
not very lately been at Marlborough-street 
office. —There not being any more witnes- 
ses to be examined, the learned counse! 
were informed that on Thursday next they 
might proceed with their summing up, be- 

~ ing mindful, however, ‘that, as, they had 
beer: directed to doin their opening, they 
should confine themselves to such matters 
only as went,to support the allegations in 
the petition. 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that, in a case 
where a wish was expressed to punish others 
for impeding or preventing the regular 
course of justice by tampering with witnes- 
ses, he had never heard of a set of witnesses 
who more justly merited the censure of the 
tribunal before which they gave their testi- 
mony, than those who had then been exa- 
mined at the bar of the house, particularly 
the witness Richardson. 

Sir J. Anstruther thought.that the hon. 
gent. was too limited in bis idea of censure ; 
he (sir J.) was of opinion that Balam was the 
principal man: it was he~ that employed 
Richardson; and it was necessary, for the 
ends of justice, that some means should be 
taken to secure the witnesses, as was usual 
in a court of criminal judicature, to answer 
for their scandalous prevarication, 

Mr. Sheridan intimated that, if he should 
think it necessary to go into any evidence on 
his case, it would amount to a recrimination 
against those who brought the present 
charge before the house.-—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, March 3. 
[Prussra.] The order of the day havi: g 
been read for taking into consideration his 

majesty’s message, 

Lord Grenville said, with respect to that 
art of the message in which his majesty 
informed the house of the conclusion of a 
treaty with Prussia, as it was also stated 
that ‘a copy of the treaty’ would be laid be- 
fore the house as soon as the ratifications 
were exchanged, he thought it unnecessary 
then to enter into any detail respecting it, 
the proper time for discussing the ‘subject, 
being when the treaty should be before the 
house. With respect to the other part of 
his majesty’s message, relative to the ad- 
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vance of 80,000/. the ministér employed 
in that'transaction, was, it was well known,;a 
member’ of. that house, a nobleman distin- 
guished by his ‘military exploits in the ser< 
vice of his country} distinguished also ‘by 
tiis great talehts and’capabilities of mind. 
That nobleman had, in consequence of the 
pressing exigency of affairs’in ‘those couns - 
tries which were the theatre of war, and in 
the exercise of the discretionary power-en«~ 
trusted to him by his majesty, advanced 
money to’ the amount of about 80,000/. 
This was not the exact sum, the payménts* 
having been tnade in foreign money; but it 
was about that sum. He thought there 
could‘be little difference of opinion in that 
house, as to the expediency of entrusting 
to the nobleman to whom he had :alluded 
a discretionary power to advance a limited 
sum,in case circuinstances should require it; 
their lordships would, also, he thought, rea- 
dily believe that there might have -existed 
that pressing exigency of affairs, which 
would have rendered the advance of this 
sum in the way stated, highly adviseable’ 
and expédient ; and he was persuaded their - 
lordships would be of opinion, that sucha 
discretionary power could not be entrusted 


fto betterhands. He should therefore mere- 


ly move,That an humble address be present- 
ed to bis majesty, thanking his majesty for 
his most gracious communication, and ex- 
pressing the’ readiness of that house to con- 
cur in such measures as might be necessary 
to erable his majesty to make good the said 
sum.—Ordered, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, March 3. i 
[Finance Resotutions.} Sir James 
Pulteney rose for the purpose'of moving his 
Resolutions on Finance, pursuant to his for- 


mer notice. He did not propose to enter 
into any detailed observations on his plan, 
till his calculations should be before the 
house, and should then content himself 
with shewing that a considerable. saving 
would accrue from the adoption of his views, 
without any inconvenience whatever. ‘The 
necessity stated by the noble lord, ona 
former Ocasion, of giving an advantage to 
the stockholder, by-increasing the amount 
of the sinking fand, would be met by his 
plan. If it should be necessary to increase 
the sinking fund, that might: be done at 
any time, and any to amount, by a loan, 
which would bring a large sum into the 
market, and keep up the price of stocks. 


If he could shew-this, he should hope to 
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persuade the house to adopt his plan, and 
avoid the ruinous consequences of that of 
the nobielord. By hismode, he propo- 
sed to take advantage of the war taxes 
during the war, and to mortgage them only 


atthe end of ‘the war, and then to charge 


the war. debt upon the war taxes. By this 
plan there would be a smaller amount of 
permanent debt, and a larger sinking fund 


created, than by the new one proposed by 


the noble lord. In this case, the supple- 
mentary loans would not be felt during 
the war, and the amount of the war loan 
would-be but 11 millions annually, the in- 


_ terest of which he proposed to provide for 


in part.out of the proceeds of the s:nking 
fund. If the noble lord should, on looking 
into his calculations, think them worthy of 


dis attention, be should be happy to furnish 


him with every information on the subject; 
and he had-no doubt that he could prove to 
thim, that his own ideas could be better 
carried into effeet by this, than by the new 
plan. The hon. baronet concluded with 
moving the following Resolutions : 


1.“ That, in the New Plan of Finance, it. 


is proposed to mortgage,during each year of 
war, a.certain portion of the War Taxes, 
-to-provide for the payment of the Interest 
and Sinking Fund,of part of the Loan, 
«which ‘shall be made in that year; and 
-also to provide what shall be further 
-wanterl for the Public Service by a Supple- 
“mentary Loan.” 

2. That, the War Expenditure being 
stated at 32,000,000/., it will be necessary, 
in addition to-the War Taxes unpledged, 
to make Loans in the first year to the 
amount of. 12,000,000/. in order to meet 
that expenditure, and Loans to a larger 
samount in each subsequent year.” 

3. Thatiif no-part of the War Taxes 
swere to! be pledged, a‘Loan of 11,000,000/. 
-annpally would be sufficient for this pur- 
spose.—That ‘the amount of the present 
.Sinking!Fund is 8,331,709/., and therefore 
Annual Interest of a Loan'to that 
‘amount might be provided, by appropria- 
-ting for that purpese the Interest of Debt 
‘redeemed annually, without causing any 
diminution in :the presentiamount: of that 
'Vund—That the interest of 12,668,291/. 
‘being the difference between the present 
semount of the Sinking Fund, and the:sum 
-of 41;000,000/., with the usual Sinking 
_Fund-of/ene :per cent. upon the nominal 
‘Capital, would -be177;886/.per annum, sup- 
-posing the 3-per ‘cents.:to continue at 60 : 
-and:that ifitshould at any time be thought 
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|expedient to appropriate for the interest of 

such sum, viz. 2,668,2911., part of 
Interest redeemed by the operation of it 
Sinking Fund within the year, there would 
be on “that account, a reduction of such 
Sinking Fund in each year to the amount 
of 133,418/. That the employment of a 
considerable sum in the purchase of Stock, 
at successive periods throughout the year, . 
under the provisions which now regulate 
the purchase of Stock by the Commissioners | 
for the Redemption of the National Debi, 
has a tendency to keep up the price of the 
Funds, and is consequently, in the time of 
war, of advantage both to the Public and 
to the Stockholder.” 

4.“ That the Sinking Fund may in each 
year be carried to the amount proposed for. 
such year in the New Plan, by making a 
Supplementary Loan equal to the amount of 
the difference between the Sinking Fund, 
as it would otherwise stand for such year, 
and the amount proposed in such Plan 
for the purpose of supplying that difie- 
rence.” 

5 “ That such Supplementary Loan, when 
added to the Sinking Fund, by reducing an 
amountof Interest equal to the charge ot In- 
terest increased by raising the same, it isob- 
vious, that, whatever advantage might result 
from so laige.an increase of Sinking Fund, 
operating in the market, (ifan increase to the 
amount proposed by the New Plan, and 
wholly produced by adding tothe Loan of the 
year, can really be deemed advantageous,) 
might equally be obtained by this mode,with= 
out any additional burthen to the public.” 

6. “ That the smallness of the Loan for, 
the service of the year, in proportion to the 
Sinking Fund, must also have a tendency 
to keep up the price of Funds.” 

7. “ That this advantage will result ina 
greater degree from the system of borrowing 
11,000,000/. only in each year, than b 
having recourse to the larger Loans, whic 
would be required for the service of each 
year under the New Plan.” 

8. “ That this mode of providing for the 
War Expenditure, would consequently be 
‘more advantageous to the public, and to — 
the Stockholder, than the New Plan; and — 
that if, upon, the return of,peace, a portion 
of the War /Laxes -exactly equal to what 
would ,pledged at the same period, by 
-the,New;Plan, were then to be pledged, to 
meet.the, annual charge of.such portion of 
ithe ‘Total .Debt, as that amount of taxes 
would provide,for at an interest of 10 per 
sent,, including the Sinking Fund upon the 
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same, the remainder would he the perma- 
nent Debt, leaving the present avnual 
charge of the portion of the debt so deduct- 
ed and provided for, to be added to the 
amount of the permanent Sinking Fund.” 


-  g, “ That the debt on the War Taxes, 


being in the same manner deducted on the 
return of peace, from the Total Debt which 


- may have then been. contracted upon the 


New Plan, the remainder would be the Per- 
manent Debt incurred by that Plan, and 
that, the Sinking Fund of the War Taxes 
being deducted -from the total Sinking Fund, 
which may have arisen within the same pe- 
riod, the remainder would be the Perma- 
nent Sinking Fund.” 

10. “ ‘Phat the operations of the mode 
now. proposed, whilst they afford some 
x£omparative advantage during the conti- 
nuance of the War, would place the Finan- 
ces. of the country in a much more favour- 
able situation, at the restoration of peace, 
than those of the New Plan, at whatever 


‘Less Debt by the mode proposed £. 32,715,790 
_ Sinking Fund, mode proposed - - - 14,359,900 
_ Sinking Pund of the New Plan - - - 12,762,691 
Larger Sinking Fund by mode proposed £. 1,597,209, 
Amount of Taxes imposed by the 
. New Plan- 2,051,000 
' Amount of Taxes imposed by mode 
Less amount of Taxes by the mode 
proposed ----------+- £.65,772 


_ The resolutions were ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed, and the debate on 
_them was adjourned to Thursday se’nnight. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

; Wednesday, March 4. 
[Mutiny Birt—Roman Cartnorics.]} 
Lord Howick, adverting to the notice which 
he had given for this day, relative to the 
introduction @ additional clauses into the 
Matiny bill, for allowing Roman Catholics 
to hold certain commissions in the army, 
and for granting soldiers of that persua- 
sion the free exercise of their religion, 
informed the house that on more mature 
consideration of the subject it bad been 
deemed more proper to bring in a separate’ 
i for that purpose ; which bill he pro- 
ed to move for leave to bring in lo-~ 
morrow. At the same time he thought it 


‘right to state that it was intended to extend | 
Vou. VII. 
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the’same privilege to Reman Catholics in 
the Navy service. As to the Mutiny bill, 
there were many amendments to be moved 
in it, to which he did not understand there 
would. be much objection ; it was pro- 
posed therefore, that it should go through 
the committee pro forméd, for the purpose 
of having the additional clauses introduced 
into it, after which the bill would be re- 
committed on Monday next, and from the 
advanced period of the season, gentlemen 
would be aware of the necessity of passing 
the bill with all convenient dispatch. . 
Mr. Yorke was glad that the noble lord 
had adopted the plan of bringing forward 
his regulations respecting the Roman Ca~ 
tholics as a separate measure. 
{[Commitree or 
The house went into a committee of sup- 
ply, on the motion of lord Henry Petty. 
The king’s message of Monday relative to 
Prussia having been read, 
Lord Henry Petty stated, that it was 
unnecessary for him to recall to the 
recollection of the house the circumstances 
under which lord Hutchinson’ had left this 
country for the continent, and the state of 
the continent at that period. ‘That noble 
lord had been dispatched, as well for the 
purpose of communicating such information 
as might be necessary to this country, as 
to afford such aid as could be conveniently 


granted the king of Prussia in the unfor~ 


tunate circumstances in which he was then 
placed. Shortly after his arrival at his desti- 
nation, he had made an advance of 80,000/. 
to that monarch, for a purpose the impor- 
tance of which the house would, he had no 
doubt, readily admit, namely, the defence 
of the remaining fortresses. Strong repre- 
sentations had been made to him, that, 
without such an advance, it would not be 
possible to pay the army intended for the 


| defence of those fortresses, some of which, 


however, had since unfortunately been 
taken. ~He did not feel it necessary to say ' 
more than to move, that it be the opinion of 
the committee that a sum, not exceeding 
80,0007. be granted to his majesty, to make 
good a like sum advanced to the king of 
Prussia, in consequence of the urgency of 
the state of affairs on the continent. : 
Mr. Bankes wished to know when the 
noble lord intended that the report of the , 
committee should be brought up, as he had 
some observations to make upon thissubject. 
. Lord H. Petty answered, that it was his 
intention to have it reported to-morrow ; 


‘but if it should be wished, he hud no objec- 
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at the termination of the period of 20 years | 
the comparison would be as follows :— gg 
Permanent Debt by the New Plan £.318,911,495 
Permanent Debt by the mode proposed 285,595,705 
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tion to propose its being postponed till the 
_ day following: No reply being made, the 
resolution-was agreed to, and the report 
‘ordered to be received to morrow. 
‘[Commitrer or Ways anp Mrayns— 
Buveerr.] The house having resolved it- 
self into a committee of Ways and. Means, 
Lord Henry Petty,pursuant to notice,rose 
t6 state the terms of the Loan, and to 
"recapitulate the Supplies and Ways and 
‘Means of the year. As an opportunity had 
already been afforded him, from the nature 
of the Plan of Finance, which, on a former 
occasion; he had opened to the house, of 
adverting in a detailed view to the extent of 
the supplies and ways and means of the year, 
he did not feel it then necessary for him to 
go at large into the statements he had for- 
merly submitted to the house. But, as the 
loan bad since been negociated, and as 
the time that had elapsed, enabled him to 
make the several statements with more ac- 
‘curacy than in the first instance he might’ 
‘have done, he hoped for the indulgence of 
-the committee, whilst he shortly recapi- 
-tuldted the several branches of the supply 
and ways and means of the year ; after which 
‘he proposed to state the terms upon which 
the contract for the loan of the year had 
been concluded, and then to explain what 
‘part of the Ways and Means of the yor 
would be permanent : 
SUPPLY. 
Navy, exclusivé of 422.5001. Sea Ord- 
16,997,837 
Britain 10,202,968. 
Ireland ---- - - - 3,445,130 
Making together - - - 13,648,098 
‘Barracks, GreatBritain 506,237 
rela d ~ 469,45 50 
‘Together 
‘Commissary-General’s Department - - 


“Making altogether for the different bran- 


ches of the Army Expenditure = - £.15,465,311> 
.Extraordinariés, Great 


Britain £.2,950,000 
Tveland ------- 600,000 


Together 


975,687 
841,526 


3,550,000 
Excess of Extraordina- 
ries this year 


Making the Total Army Charge - - - 


- 19,809,021 
Ordnance, iticluding 429,500/. for Sea 

Ordnance for Great Britain - ~ - - 
Treland 


Making together - - +--+ - 


3,264,469 
479,246 


15 


‘Mi scellaneous Services for Great ag 


Vote of Credit - - 

The noble lord observed, that there was 
anexcess in the éxtreordinaties, of 793,710/. 
this year, which he had not been aware of 
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when he had submitted his former state. 
ments to the house ; but, in consequence of 
the deduction of the expenditure of the 
commissary-general’s department from the 
extraordinaries, the sum voted this year 
was less than the sum voted last year, and’ 
he had the satisfaction to state that his for- 
mer estimate would cover the future extra- 
ordinary expenditure. It was proposed to 
make good the advance that had been made 
to the king of Prussia, of a sum of 80,000/, 
out of the vote of credit, and also to pay a 
subsidy of 230,000/. to the king of Sweden, 
in pursuance of existing treaties. An ad- 
vance was also to be made to the emperor 
of Russia, of 500,000/, out of the vote of cre 
dit. ‘These were all the subsidies that he 
was then aware of as necessary to be paid, 
and at all events he had no doubt that the 
vote of credit of 3,000,000/. would be 
sufficient to cover what might accrue in 
the present year. 

The apportionment of the Votes of 


Credit was, for Great Britain - - - 


2,800,000 
For Ireland 


200,000 
Together ---- & 3,000,000 
The whole of the joint charges as he 
had stated, would be 
To which was to be added Interest of 
Exchequer Bills 
Loyalty Loan to be paid off - - - -- 
Deficiency of Malt Tax, 1805 - - - - 
Which made the Total Charge - -‘~ - - 47,046,575 
Deduct 2-1 7thsfor Ireland - - +--+ 5,545,677 
Remains to be defrayed by Great Bri- 


He had next to state the Ways and 

Means by which these supplies were to be 

covered 

Land onl Malt - - - - --«- + £.2,750,000 

Surplus of Consolidated Fund 

War Taxes this year 

Lottery 

Vote of Credit. - 4+ 

Loan ----4 - 12,200,000 


Surplus of Ways and Means, 1805 - - 171,185 
Making a Total of £.41 671,185 
Excess over Supplies ---- 170,286 
He bad stated the Loan as a part of the 
Ways and Means of the year, and he had 
next to inform the committ@e of the terms 
upon which that loan had been con- 
tracted for; aduty which he should 
form with satisfaction, from the advanta- 
geous terms upon which it had been nego- 
ciated. The terms of the loan were for 
every 100/. subscribed, 
Three per Cent. Reduced - « - £.70 00 
Three per Cent. Consols - - - - 70 f); 
Navy Five per Cents - ---- - 10 12 oy 
Being at an Iuterest of - - 
The committee would be sensible of the 
advantageous nature of this contract for 
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the public, by calling to mind the terms 
upon which last year’s loan had been ne- 
gociated ; terms that were then considered 
advantageous. The loan of last year had 


~ been negociated at an interest of 4/..19s. 7d. 


for every 100/,; so that the public gained 


- 5s, per cent. on the present loan.—Having 


stated the several items of Supply and 
Ways and Means, and explained to the 
house the terms of the loan, he should 
think he had fulfilled his duty if he had not 
thought it necessary to add another state- 
ment, to shew, that, notwithstanding the ex- 
cess of the extraordinaries, the sum of 32 


’ millions would be sufficient for the expen- 


diture of the year, and for future expendi- 
ture, exclusive of subsidies and extraordi- 
naries arising from the rise of the price of 
articles of stores, &c. He wished tO put 
the committee in possession of the grounds 
upon which he supposed that the. Ways 
and Means, offered by 52 millions, would be 
sufficient to cover the expenditure, with 
the exceptions he had stated. This he 
should shew, by deducting from the sup- 
plies all that was due on arrears, all that 
was due on subsidies, and the excess of ex- 
traordinaries, in which case there would re- 
main, as he conceived, sufficient to provide 
for the same expenditure as in the present 
year; and also,by deducting all of the Ways 
and Means of the present year that was ex- 
traordinary, and not available for a future 
year.. The noble lord then entered into a 
statement to shew, that by a deduction of 
the supplies that were extraordinary in the 
votes of the present year, such asthe pay- 
ment of the Loyalty Loan, the subsidies to 
the emperor of Russia, to the king of Swe- 
den, and to the king of Prussia, the remain- 
der of the sum voted on credit, and the ex- 
cess, of the extraordinaries of the present 
year, the supplies to be prospectively to be 
raised would be reduced fram the supplies 
ofthe present year, viz. 41,600,898/. to 
38,100,1307. He was not aware that it 
was necessary for him to say any thing fur- 


_ ther on the subject; and he should there- 


fore move the first resolution.—On the 
question being put, 

._ Mr. Rose wished to call the attention 
of the house to the statement of the noble 
lord. The noble lord had excluded from 
his consideration, in the first formation.of 
his plan,. any estimate founded upon. the 
subsidies that might be necessary, and yet 


_ jBearcely a month had elapsed, when the 


noble lord came forward with a provision 
for subsidies to the amount of nearly one 
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million. He asked,, therefore, whether it. 
was nota fallacy to leave out an item of 
expenditure, which followed,so closely on 
the noble lord’s firststatement in arranging 
any financial plan for the future. He could, 
not conceive how hecould have overlooked, 
the excess of the extraordinaries of the. 
present year, as he admitted, at the time 
of bringing forward his first statement. It. 
could not have been for want of having the. 
accounts wnade up, for that was regularly 
done in the offices. He knew of no way in. 
which such an excess could arise, except 
from the arrival of bills from abroad, as’ 
all the bills that had already arrived must 
have been entered in the offices, at the time 
the noble Jord brought forward his plan. 
Was the house to suppose, that in the space 
of six months an excess of nearly 800,000/. 
had accrued the expen= 
diture? He had always been of opinion, 
that the noble lord’s supposition, that 32 
millions would be sufficient prospectively 
for the country, was totally fallacious, and 
he had, therefote, recommended to the 
noble lord to assume a larger expenditure 
for the purpose of guarding against a failure 
in his statements, 

Lord H. Petty replied by appealing to 
every geutleman who had heard him, 
whether he had not distinctly excepted 
extraordinary expenditure by subsidies, 
and produced by. a bill of stores and other 
articles, from his estimate of 32 millions? 
He wished again to set bimself right with 
the right hon, gent. and the house on this 
point. The expenditure of the present 
year ‘afforded the only comparatively cer- 
tain data whereon to found any calcula, 
tion of the prospective expenditure of the 
country. The expenditure in subsidies 
could not be anticipated, and therefore 
ought not to have been taken into any 
certain calculation. 

Sir T. Turton observed, that the noble 
lord had kindled with the warmth of a ge- 
nerous mind at the charge of fallacy; but 
this was not meant in any invidious sense, 
The event had proved, .that from some 
‘cause or other, the expenditure could not 
be confined to $2 millions.. If the idea, 
therefore, had gone out.among the public, - 
that this criterion was correct, there was, 
no doubt, a fallacy with respect to the pub- 
lic. He asked, whether the 500,000/. sub- 
sidy to Russia was in consequence of, the 
treaty of 1805, or any new treaty? [Mr. 
Vansittart intimated, that it was in conse- 
quence of the old treaty.) . Then he woyld : 
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sia was the whole that was inteudéd to be 
given, or whether it was the commencement 
of something further? If it was only a pre- 


“vious step to something further, he meant 


to propose a motion on that subject. He 
thouglit that subsidies to Prussia in the pre- 
sent state of that country would be wasting 

oney. {t would produce no good what- 


éver: thé fortresses, for the préservation of 


which this 80,0007. had been given, had been 
captured, and there were little hopesthat any 
assistance of this Sort would be of service. 

__Mr, Vansittart replied, that it was to 
wind up the account of former years. He 
éntered into a short explanation of the sub- 
ject before the committee ; after which the 


_ resolutions were agreed to, and the house 


having béen resunied, the report was order- 
to be received to-morrow. 
_ Services— 
Roman Catuoric Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the report of the commit- 
tee of supply. The resolutions (grants for 
the service of Ireland) were read and 
agreed to, until the resolution’for granting 
the sum of 13,000/.for defraying the charge of 
the Roman catholic seminary at Maynooth, 
in Ireland ; on which a discussion arose. 
Mr. Perceval rose to oppose the said 
grant. Since he had last stated his opi- 
nion to the house on that subject, he had 
taken no slight means of acquiring informa- 
tion, ‘and the result of his enquiry went 
More stedfastly to fix thé motives of his 
Opposition, It was not the amount of the 
Sum, increased as it was in the presént 
instance, that Solely excited his hostility ; 
it was in the growing nature of the demand, 
that he saw the strongest ground of alarm. 
As the Trish parliament had thought such a 
measure of policy advisable, he was still 
willing to retain the principle of meeting 
that determination ; indeed, the united 
Jegislature were bound by the principles of 
good faith to Continue thé grant. But there 
wasa wide difference betwéen the allow- 
Ance of a grant, averaged annually at 
8000/., and the concurrence in detaids, 
which were progressively increasing, and 
has, in the present estimate, actually a- 
mounted to 13,000/. There was, in his 
mind, another very strong ground of objec- 
tidn to the ‘enlargement of this catholic 
seminary, that it operated to the prejudice 
of. the University of Dublin, ‘The house, 
by adverting to the Journals of the Irish 
house of conimons, would'find, thav it was 
a growing practice with the Roman Catholie 
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_ wish toknow whethér the 80,000/. to Prus- 


gentry in Ireland, to send their sons to that 
university, previous to the foutdation of 
the Maynooth seminary, On a former 
occasion, when these estimates” were sab. 
mittéd to a committee of the house, ‘he had 
argued on the great and numerous benefits 
which would arise froin thé joint education 
of both Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
in the same university. It was affirméd by 
the right hon. baronet opposite, (sir J, 
Newport,) that, from the shortness of the 


| period since the relaxation of the penal Sta- 


tute, which precludéd the education of 4 
catholic ‘in the university of Dublin, it 
could not be expected that a great number 


of catholic students should have embraced 


that opportunity. But the actual nuinber, 

pens a great or small, could not affect the 

question; if the opportunity was taken ads 

vantage of by any catholics, however few, 

it went to prove, that in their minds there 

existed no prejudice against a participation 

with their protestant countrymen in thé 

same collegiate education. The Journals 
of the Irish house of commons gave impor 
tant information upon thatpoint. In peru 
sing them he had found, that at the period 

when the measure of founding the May- 

nooth seminary was submitted to the Irish 
parliament, the Catholics themselves pre- 
sented a petition against the inexpediency 
of excluding the Protestants from the option 
of being educated there. The prayer at 
that petition was grounded on the great na- 
tional benefitsa communion of opinion and 

mutual good-will wereso likely to produce: 
They certainly felt, what every true friend 
to England and Trelaud must feel, that 
friendship and -conciliation would follow, 
from the professors of the two religions 
being associated in their education ; and it 
was with no light sourcé of regret that the 
circumstances of the case madeit necessary 
to declare, thut the opportunity of effecting 
such beneficial consequences wis suffered to. 
escape. Had the ppblic money been at 
tbat time expended ‘in enlarging the uni- 
versity of Dublin, instead of adopting the 
policy Of & separate institution, a great 
object would haye been obtained, the bes , 
nefits arising frown which, would be found 
évery day to increase. Indeed it was hot 
Saying too much, to assunie, that the ‘in- 
terests ofthe Protestant university appear- 
ed sacrificed to the advancement of the 
Catholic seminary. Within a few ‘years, 
thé professors of the latter institution were 
doubled ; that is, from 9 professors origi-— 
nelly, there were and for this in- 
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crease there was no distinct notice ever 
With respect to the 
other, orgentiguous seminary for the edu- 
cation of en, there was something in 
the formation of it yery inconsistent ; inas- 
inuch as the private subscriptions on which 
the parliamentary grant for the education of 
Catholic clergy was founded, were alto- 

ether applied to its support ; and thus 
Secunia grant, which was intended only 
as an aid, had now become the primary and 
only fund for defraying the expences atten- 
ding the education of the priesthood, In 
the University of Dublin, provision was 
only made for 100 persons, including 
fellows, senior and junior scholars, and 
sizers ; whilst the public were called on to 
defray the expences of 200 Roman Catholic 

rofessors and students in the semitiary at 

aynooth, The question then was, to 


what description of persons was this pre- 


ference given? To a class of subjects, 
who, in their religious tenets, withhold from 


their lawful sovereign the admission of his 
supremacy. But, it had been contended, 


that it was wise to prevent the Catholic 
priesthood from being exposed to the 
mischiefs of aforeign education. It was to 
him rather extraordinary to lay so much 
stress upon the place of education, when 
the true and strong principle of danger and 
hostility, existed in the principles of that 
religion, in which, whether at home or 
abroad, they were uniformly educated. 
He wished to have an enquiry instituted 
into the nature of their bye-laws alto- 
gether; there seemed to hima great mys- 
tery about this institution. There was no- 
thing like a visitorial inspection, no enquiry 
as to the mode of doctrine arid discipline 
instilled and exercised on a number of youth, 
ae if not in aversion, at least in 

ostility tothe principles of the Protestant 
establishment. He felt it his duty to impress 
on the house, that, during the first years 
of this Catholic institution, the various 
grants: given by parliament were founded 
on petitions. Inthe present case, he could 
not say whether a petition was ever pre- 
sented; but of this he was aware, that no 
cominittee was ever appointed to enquire 


joto the nature and extent of those plans, 
‘upon ‘which this application was grounded. 
t 


Tt was by accident that ‘be had taken notice 
of this grant on a former occasion; the 
danger of admitting the growing principle, 
and of this ‘house giving encouragement to 


such ‘permanent expences and imcreasing 


Wemands, had made ¢onsiderable 


pression upon his mind; an impression 
which should induce him to mové,** That 
the sum of 8,000/. be substituted for thé 
sum of 13,000/. at ‘present insértéd in thé 
résolution of the committee.” 
Sir John Newport—Mr- Speaker ; I feel 
myself able to convince the house, and 
hope the hon. and Jearned gent. on thé. 
points of difference between us, by advert+~ 
ing to the acts of the Irish parliament 
which particularly referred to the catbolit 
seminary at M@nooth. If, indeed, the 
learned gent. had adverted to them, hiS- 
surprise that. the demand for that instita~ 
tion had increased from the average grant 
of 8,000/. would have béen considerabl; 
lessened ; for he would have found, that th 
sums voted by the Irish parliament, varied 
almost every year from 8 to 9 and 10;000/, 
In fact, it would have béen found, ‘that, 
though the sum of 8,000/. was the averaged 
annual grant, yet the Irish parliament ex- 
préssly recognized the principle of 
the amount of the grant, according td 
times and circumstances, With respect td 
the objection of the hon. and learned gent: 
that the existence, much more the enlarge: 
mént of the Maynooth seminary, was pre= 
judicial to the interests of the university of 
Dublin; this is an objection, which I by 16 
means admit ; but before 1 enter on an in- 
vestigation of that objection, I leave 
appeal to that liberal and manly spirit, 
which marked the conduct of the Catholics; 
when, in the petition alluded to by thé hon, 
and learned gent., they strongly deprecated 
the intention of excluding their Protestant 
countrymen from.the right of béing educa- 
ted at the college of Maynooth, But what 


was the true state of the question, and how 


did the facts fully exemplify that it operated 
in no such way? that the incréase of Ca- 
tholies at the university of Dublin had been 
progressive, and at this moment there was 
double the number than at any former pe- 
riod. But it was not in the university o 

Dublin that the number of catholic $tu- 
dents had increased; many of the higher 
orders of that body are to be found at the 
universities in England—at Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. Bat the hon. aud learned gent. 
has said, it would have beén a wiser polic} 


itd have enlarged the university of Dublin, 


and directed the public money expended 
on the Maynooth seminary, to meet the 
provision for the education of catholics 
there. Enlarge that University, l-answer, 
as you please, and you adyance not one 
step to the object of your wishes, Arid 
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the reason is obvious, because persons who 


are to be instructed in the doctrine and.dis- 


cipline of the Romish faith, persons whose 
intention is to instruct their flocks in cer- 
tain articles of faith; and.in, the observance 
of certain religjous ceremonies, will never 
be induced or forced to embrace a system 
ofeducation foreign from those intentions, 
_ and which, though not hostile, are very dif- 
ferent from the opinions of those whom vou 


_ ‘would select as.their preceptors. Was the 


house to adopt such a lide of policy, there 
would, under the present circumstances of 
the world, remain to the. Catholic but one 
alternative, namely, no education, no reli- 
gious. observance. ‘They are, at present, 
deprived, in a great degree, of foreign edu- 
cation; the monasteries and institutions, 
which were formerly noted for those pur- 
suits, have been entirely overturned. To 
Flanders, Spain, and Italy, it is impossible 
for the Irish catholic to repair for educa- 
tion; and will not the house take advav- 
_ tage of suchcircumstances, and duly appre- 
ciate the great national benefits vhich must 


_ arise from granting to them a domestic edu- 


cation? To restrict them to the University 
of Dublin, is, in other words, to compel 
them to a state of ignorance. The thing 
would be an utter impossibility; it is in- 
deed extravagant to expect catholic acqui- 
escence in a scheme directly in defiance to 
the religion, they profess; nor would the 
professors of Trinity college do their duty, 
unless they performed that part, which the 
Catholic could not conscientiously approve. 
The hon. and learned gent. has asserted. 
that the accounts, attaching to this branch 
of the miscellaneous expenditure, have 
not been vouched. Had. he thought pro- 

r to have extended his enquiries, he 
would have found, that the commissioners 
of the imprest aceounts had as regularly 
certified this branch of services as any 
other. - The two seminaries have been said 


to be in a state of rivalry and hostility. If 


suck rivalry and hostility exist, 1am sure 
they exist not with the Catholics. We 
have also been assured, that there is no 


’ yisitorial power, although it is distinctly 


specified by the statute, that the lord chav- 
cellor and the judges of the country shall 
be visitors of the morals and conduct of 
the scholars, as connected with civil policy; 


' wisely and prudently abstaining from any 


interference either in their religious doc- 
trine, or discipline. If this measure had 
not been over and over discussed by the 
parliament of Irefand, if its eligibility had 
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not been generally admitted, if the dimi- 
nution-of.catholic incumbents was not by 
deaths and other causes Very cgysiderable, 
then there. might be some st reasons 
for not voting this branch. of expenditure 
without mature enquiry. But I am sure it 
is in the recollection of the house, that 
when I proposed the miscellaneous ser- 
vices of this year, I did most. particularly - 
advert to the increase of the Maynooth 
grant; and I was induced to make the ob. 
servation, anticipating as I did, an opposi- 
tion, either to the principle or. amount of 
the. grant, from a certain quarter in this 
house, did think there were certain pers 
sons disposed to quarrel with that. measure, 
But why quarrel with me, and not quarrel 
with; my predecessor in office? The objec- 
tion, in consequence of its not being refer- 
red to a committee, as a money grant, was 
formerly as valid as it.can be now... I have 
introduced nothing new, but have undevia- 
tingly adhered to the plan, which was pre- 
viously, chalked out. But I cannot con- 
clude, without impressing on the house the 
small provision which is claimed for the 
education of the priesthood of at least 
three millions of people. Every, principle 
of humanity and sound policy seems to.me 
to call on this house for its acquiescence. . 
Mr. Bankes objected to the additional 
grant now moved for, because , its object 
was to double the number of the students 
for catholic priesthood in Ireland, and 
would consequently make the sum of 5,0004, 
annual, He.did not mean.to say that the 
catholic priesthood should be neglected; 
on the contrary, he thought that it should 
be supplied, but this should bedone ina . 
different manner from that now proposed, 
He was certain that the object could be acy 
complished by means of private contribu, 
tions. ‘The house was aware that several 
institutions were supported in this way, 
and he could not discover why a catholic 
seminary might not be adequately supporte 
ed in like manner. The state had not 
been formerly made a party to such an in- 
stitution ; he did not see, therefore, why it 
should be incumbered at present, On the 
whole, he apprehended that this measure 
would have the effect of making popery ri+ 
val the protestant establishment in Ireland. . 
Mr. Grattan thought that in a question 
of this kind, that involved the education of 
a great portion of the population of the 
empire, any sect of Christians should be 
tolerated, as any one sect.of religion was 
better than no religion at all. He was as 
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tonished to hear from an gent. over 


the way, that if the Roman Catholics of 


Ireland were to: be. educated in the prin 
ciples of ‘their faith, it was little matter 
whether they received that education in 
Ireland or in France. He was surprized to 
hear this, because it went to say that 
it was immaterial whether three millions 
of- the king’s own subjects were edu- 
cated at the expence and under the 
protection of his majesty’s government, 
‘or whether they should be pensioners on 
the bounty of the emperor of France. 
' From the jealousy hitherto entertained of 
the growth of Catholicism, that jealousy was 
founded not upon the mere doctrine ; not 
against it as a religion ; but against its 
foreign views, its foreign connections, its 
foreign relations. But here the objection 
_ was changed ; no danger was apprehended 
from those foreign relations; the RomanCa- 
tholic might go abroad; but if kept at home, 
if educated in the bosom of his country,then 
he would bedangerous, _ Was this the doc- 
trine? Ifit was, let it only be repeated in 
order to be refuted. And if it was not; if 
foreign connections were dangerous, why 
promote those views and strengthen those 
connections, byexiling the Roman Catholic 
for the purpose of educating him? As to 
economy, 43,000/. had been just voted to 
- the Protestant charter-schools ; 21,000/.vo- 
ted to the Foundling Hospital ; that is; with 
a ready hand, 21,000/. had been given to the 
crimes of the depraved, and it was to be dis- 
puted whether 13,000/. was to be given to 
enlighten and to instruct three millions of a 
bold and hardy peasantry. Why so much 
freely to the Protestant, and, why dispute 
the little to the Catholic? Did not this do 
that which was complained of? Did it not 
encourage the rivalry so much apprehended, 
by setting up one‘ religion against another ; 
and was it justice soto do? He had heard 
it apprehended that the institution might 
tend to encourage the Roman Catholic 
professors in that seminary, in the latent 
dissemination of disloyalty: was it re- 
membered that that seminary was subject 
to the controul of visitors, the chancellor 
and the judges of the land, and under their 
controul nothing in that way could be ap- 
prehended? He wished gentlemen to look 
more largely at the institution; it’ ori- 
ginated in ‘wisdom, and would: be pro- 
ductive of good. 
. Lord Mahon:—Mr. Speaker ; ; I can by 
no meanscoincide with’ the opinion ‘and 
conclusions of the hen. and learned gent. 


opposite with respect to this measure of sup» 
port to the Catholic priesthood. In my mind, 
itshould be considered on the more enlarged 
principles of national policy; as one of those 
great and desirable means of connecting 
that religion, andthe views ofits professors 
with the interest of the state. The in 
fluence of the Catholic priests in that 
country, is well known to be extensive ; 
unfortunately, the events of the rebellion 
have too strongly exemplified this ; and, 
under such aconviction, I ask, is itnot an 
inestimable benefit to have the care of 
their education committed to the .govern- 
ment ? I do contend, sir, that such a mea~ 
sure is more than a necessary one; it isa 
great act of national policy, and even were 
it not a legacy bequeathed by the Irish pare 
liament, I, for one, should give my vote, 
even at this time, for a similar ess 
tablishment. 

Mr. Wilberforce felt unaffected pain in 
offering his sentiments upon this subject. 
He wished, however, to be candidly un- 
derstood. He was not, he confessed, one 
of those men who entertained those large 
and liberal views on religious subjects, 
insisted upon with so much energy by the 
right hon. gent. on the other side (Mr. 
Grattan) ; he was not so much like a cer- 
tain ruler, of whom it had upon a late 
occasion been so happily said, that he was 
an honorary member of all religions. He 
could not help saying, that he thought the 
institution in question would tend to discou- 
rage the growth of protestantism in Ireland. 
He must add, however, that he thought 
the policy of this country’s conduct towards 
that part of the empire had been a most 
illiberal and ill-judged one. This danges 
rous system of intolerance and persecution 
had been too long preserved, and could 
not be too speedily abated. At the same 
time, if protestantism was to be encouraged 
in Ireland, certainly the Maynooth semi- 
nary did not contribute to that most desi- 
rable effect. As a sincere friend to the 
Protestant religion, he was unwilling to ex 
tend an establishment which would prevent 
the propagation of that religion. He al- 
lowed it was not only criminal but crue} 


jin. the highest degree to oppress or restrain 


the Catholic religion ; but it was no op- 
pression not to faveur it to the detriment 
of the Protestant establishnient. 

Lord~ Howick agreed i the principle 
of his hon. friend, that it was not only. 
criminal but cruel to persecute any  reli- 


gious sect, but it was very. 
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" persecution to refuse the means of educa- 


tion: to the ministers of the catholic reli- 
gion. He was sure that his hon. friend 
would be: the last man in the world to re- 
commend the adoption of intolerance, 
yet, when he proposed to withdraw the 


-protection of the state from the catholic 


priesthood, he: recommended something 
like persecution. He was, from principle 
and conviction, a member of the esta- 
blished religion, because he thought it the 
best and the purest on the face of the 
earth. He should not, bowever, think 
himself a friend to the protestant establish- 
ment by recommending any measure which 
eould excite the envy or the hatred of the 
Catholics. He deprecated any attempt 


_ which might appear like an inducement 


‘to abandon the persuasion in which they 


» had been educated. It would be foolish 


to endeavour to force the Catholics into the 
Protestant church; but if this were im- 
practicable, what could ‘be ‘done, but to 
assist in making them Christians? Not only 
the policy, but the necessity of such a 
measure, had been recommended by the 
duke of Portland to the lord lieutenant of 
Ireland in 1795, when his grace was se- 
cretary for foreign affairs. His lordship 
then referred to the letter, and proceeded 
to observe, that as the principle of the in- 
stitution had been acquiesced in ever since 
1795, it was very strange that the present 
grant should be resisted ; for, as gentlemen 
had acknowledged the principle, it followed 
that they could not refuse such additional 
grants as times and cizcumstances might 
render necessary, as the operation of that 
very principle to which they had given 
their assent. This was the argument ari- 
sing from their own concession; but in 
support of the argument he could instance 
a fact, which must, he was confident, es- 
tablish the necessity for encouraging home 
education for the catholic priests of Ire- 
Jand. He was sorry he had not the docu- 


-ment about him then, but the fact was, 


that Dr. Walsh, a priest of talents, who 
was appointed head ui the college esta- 


‘ plished in Paris for the education of ca- 


tholic -priests, ‘had used every ‘influence, 
and all:means io his power, to induce such 


ef the Irish catholic’ youth as were in Lis- 


bon for-the-parpose of their education, “to 
go to his.college. He had offered them 
not only education, byt ‘had opened to 
their view. every temptation: which he 
thought most likely to withdraw them from 
their king and country. On a representa- 
tion of the matter to the catholic bishops 


in Ireland, they treated it as it deserved, 
and denounced exclusion from the faith 
against any who might be weak enough’to 
fall into the snare laid for their allegiance, 
This threat had the desired effect. But 
surely we should not leave his majesty’s 
subjects of any description exposed to the 
temptations of the enemy ; and what could 
more effectually give us security in the pre. 
sent instance than the establishment of 4 
college for the education of the catholic — 
youth for priesthood? It had been’ pro- 
perly stated by his right hon. friend (Mr, 
Grattan), that the sums granted for Protes- 
tant establishments were very consider- 
able; they were so; but what would na. 
turally be ‘the feelings of the Catholics if ' 
parliament refused this trifling addition? 
They were men capable of being roused 
by neglect or insult as well as: others, 
They should not therefore be refused the 
protection of the state, and the participa- 
tion of the advantages of religious educa- 
tion. Did they not contribute by their 
industry and property to the taxes of the 
state ? Did they contribute nothing to the 
chorch establishment? Did they not pay 
tithes to the Protestant clergy ? Did they not, 
as well as any other description of subjects, 
contribute to the wealth and security of 
the empire? This could not be denied, 
Why then should they be excluded by the 
house of commons from religious educa- 
tion, or, in other words, from Christianity 
itself? He really thought the arguments 
advanced by the right hon. and learned 
gent. (Mr. Perceval) on this subject, were 
the most futile he had ever heard from 
him. He fully agreed with his hon. friend 
(Mr. Wilberforce), that we had too lon 

neglected to take the situation of freland 
seriously into consideration. He con- 
fessed that we were deeply criminal for 
the part we had acted; but he also hoped 
that we should begin to discharge the om 
arrear against us. ‘For his own part, t 

candidly owned, that he should feel that 
the proudest and happiest day of his ex- 
istence when he tight be able to set 
about the work of making up for the time 
which had been mispent: with respect -to 
Ireland. On the whole, if circumstances 
made it necessary to have the grant larger, 
he should most ‘cordially support it; of 
course, he gave his full assent to the resoe 
lation now propesed.-After few words 


from Mt. May in favour of the grant,the ori- 


ginal-resolution was ‘them put and carried. 
The other resolutions were also severally 
put and carried, APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, 


VOL. 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 


TABLES any CALCULATIONS re- 
. specTING THE PLAN or FINANCE 
' PROPOSED TO PARLIAMENT IN 1807. 
| See page 564. 

- THE amounts of the PUBLIC DEBT 
appearing throughout these calculations, are 
computed, not on the nominal capital of the 
debt, but on its money capital, or real value, 
aceording to the different prices of the Funds 
assumed in the respective Tables. ‘hus, in 
those Tables which are calculated on the 
present rate of interest, or 5 per cent., the 
3 per cents. are valued at 60; the 4 per 
cents. at 80; and the 5 per cents. at par: 
and the whole amount of debt is stated on 


‘the result of those different valuations. ‘The 


Sinking Funds, being in all cases paid in 
money, are of course not liable to any such 
distinction between nominal and real value.— 

is also necessary to observe, that in the 
several. Tables F. & G.—H. & I..in. which 
the amount of Debt and of Sinking Fund in 
different years are stated, all those sums are 
calculated ‘upon a supposition of the opera- 
tion of this plan; and therefore the amounts 
in the columns of Sinking’ Funds express not 
the total amoutit to which those fads would 
have accumulated, if no deduction had been 
made from them, but the amount as it would 
stand, after deducting from them those por- 
tions of the excesses of the Sinking Fund, 
above the interest of the unredeemed debt, 


Which are to be. made applicable to the pub- 


N. B. A small variation will be found to 
_ have arisen in the calculations of some .of 

the amounts of the Sinking Funds of ,the 
“Supplementary Loans, from the circum- 
Stance of their having been computed: by 
decimal fractions, "Bot the differencerin 
the results is too:small to be of.any.im- 
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‘LIST OF THE TABLES: WITH 
THEIR CONTENTS. 


I.—TABLES respectinc War-Loans. 

A.—Shews the amount of the loans which 
will be.charged on the war taxes in each 
year, and of the portions of the war taxes 
which will be. successively pledged to pro- 
vide for the interest and sinking funds of such 
loans.—3 per cents. at 60. 3 

A. 2.—Shews the effect of a six per cent. 
sinking fund operating in the redemption of 
debt at 4 per cent. mterest.—3 per cents. 
at 75. 

A. 3.—Shews the effect of a seven per 
cent. sinking fund, operating in the redemp- 
tion of debt at 3 per cent.—3 per cents. 


at par. 


fl.—TABLE snewrnc THE AMOUNT OF 
SuPPLEMENTARY LOANS, TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE PRESENT EXPENDITURE. 
B.—Shews the means by which an an- 
nual extraordinary expénditure, to theamount 
of 32,800,000/. may be defrayed:—And | 
the respective amounts of the war loans, the 
supplementary loans, and the unapprepri- 


ated residue of the war taxes. . 


IIX—TABLE suewine tHE DtrrereNnce 
BETWEEN DEBT CREATED, AND SINKING 
FUND APPLIED IN EACH YEAR. : 
B. 2.—Shews the difference between the 

total amount of the loatis’'to be raised in eac 
year ;—and the tot] amount of the sinking 
funds of the same -year; after deducting from 
the latter the excesses to betaken from them, © 
according to the proposed plan.—3' per cents. 

:the difference between the 

total amount of debt which was created’in 


each, year, andthe totab amount of the: sinks 
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the same year, from 1793 to 1806, both 
anclusive. 
_B. 4.—Shews the difference between the 
total amount of the loans to be raised in each 
year, and the total amount of* the sinking 
funds in the same year, after deducting from 
the latter the excesses to be taken from them, 
according to the proposed plan. — 3 
cents. at various prices, from 60 to 75. 
B. 5.—Shews the difference between the 
total amount of the loans to be raised in each 
year, and the total amount of the sinking 
funds in the same year, after deducting the 
excesses to be taken from them, according to 
the proposed plan.—3 per cents. at various 
ptices, from 60 to 100. 
B.°6.—Shews at one view the results of 
tables B. 2.—B. 4.—and B. 5. : 


IV.—TABLES s#ewinc tue AMOUNT OF 
INTEREST AND SINKING Funp oF SuPPLE- 
_ MENTARY Loans, AND THE AMOUNT OF 


New TAXES TO BE RAISED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. 


C.—Shews the amount of the supplemen- 
tary loans, and of the interest and sinking 
fund to be provided for on account of the 
same in each year; and the amount of new 
taxes which will be required for that pur- 
pose, according to the praposed ,plan.—3 
per cents. at 60. 

C. 2.—Shews the amount of the supple- 
_ mentary loans, and the interest and sinkin 
fund to be provided for on account of the 
same in each year; and the amountof new 
taxes which will be required for that purpose, 
according to the proposed plan.—3 per cents. 
at various prices, from 60 to 75. 

__ C.3.—Shews the amount of the supple- 
mentary loans, and the interest, and sinking 
fund to be provided for on account of the 
same in each year; and the amount of new 
taxes which will be required for that pur- 
pose, according to the proposed plan.—3 
per cents. at various prices, from 60 to 100. 


C. 4.—Shews at one view the results of 
tables C.—and C. 3. 


V.—TABLES reratine To tHe Excesses 
OF THE PRESENT SINKING Funp, 
_ D.—Shews the amount of such portions 
of the excesses of the present sinking fund, 
. above the interest of the present debt, as will 
be applied in each year, from the commence- 
ment of 1817, in the reduction of the 
amount of new taxes; according to th 
posed plan,—3 per cents. at 60, 


Te 


PARL. PAPERS.—Tables and Calculations respecting 
ing funds applied to the extinction of debt in 


$\the interest of the 


liv 
tions of the excesses of the present sinking 
fund, above the interest of the present debt, 
as will be applied in each year, from the com~ 
mencement of 1817, in the reduction of the 
amount of new taxes, according to the pro- 
posed plan.—3 per cents, at various prices, 
from é to 75. 

D. 3.—Shews the amount of such por. 


per] tions of the excesses of the present sinkin 


fund, above the interest of the present debt, 
as will be applied in each year, from the 
commencement of 1817, in the reduction 
of the amount of new taxes, according to 
the proposed plan.—3 per cents. at various 
prices, from 60 to 100. 

D. 4.—Shews at one view the results of | 
tables D.—D. 2,—andD. 3. 

E.—Shews the total amount of the exces- 
ses of the present sinking fund, above the 
interest of the present debt, as they would 
stand if the whole excesses were deducted as 
they arise, instead of deducting only the por- 
tions of those excesses stated in table D.—3 
per cents, at 60. 

E. 2.—Shews the total amount of the ex- 
cesses of the present sinking fuad above the 
interest of the present debt, as they would 
stand if the whole excesses were deducted as 
they arise, instead of deducting only the 
portions of those excesses stated in table D. 
2.—-3 per. cents. at various prices, from 60 
to 75. 

E. 3,—Shews the total amount of the ex-. 
cesses of the present sinking fund, above 
resent debt, as they 
would stand if the whole excesses were de- 
ducted as they arise, instead of deducting 
only the portions of those excesses stated in 
table D. 3.—-3 per cents. at various prices, 
from 60 to 100, 

E. 4.—Shews at one view the results of 
tables E.—E. 2.—and E. 3. 


VI. TABLES snewine THE Amounts oF 
THEIR RESPECTIVE DEBTS AND THEIR RE- 
SPECTIVE SINKING FUNDS. 

WAR LOANS. 

F.—Shews the total amount of the deb 
to be charged on the war taxes; and of 
the sinking fund applicable to its extinction 
in each year.—3 per cents at 60. . 

F, 2.—Shews the total amount of the 
debt to be charged on'the war taxes; and of 
the sinking fund applicable to its extinction 
in each yeat.—3 per cents. at various prices, 

-F,3.—Shews the total amount of the 
debt to be charged on the war taxes; and of 
the sinking fund applicable to its extinction 
in each year,—3 per cents, at various prices, 


D. 2.—Shews the amount of such po 


? 


from 60 to 100. 
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4.—Shews at one view the different 
results of tables F.—F. 2—and F. 3. a 
SUPPLEMENTARY LOANS. 

G.—Shews the total amount of the debt 
‘ereated by supplementary loans, and of the 
sinking fund applicable to its extinction in 
ach year.—3 per cents. at 60. 

G. 2.—Shews the total amount of the 
debt created by supplementary loans, and of| 
the sinking fund applicable to its extinction 


' jn each year.—3 per cents. at various prices, 


from 60 to 75. 

G. 3.—Shews the total amount of the 
debt created by supplementary loans, and of 
the sinking fund applicable to its extinction 
in each year.—5 per cents. at various prices, 
from 60 te 100. 

G. 4.—Shews at one view the different 
results of tables G.—G. 2,—and G. 3. 


PRESENT DEBT. 
H.—Shews the total amount of the pre- 
sent debt, and of the present sinking fund, 
as it will stand in each year, after deducting 
from the latter the portions of the excesses 
above the interest of the debt, according to 
the proposed plan.—3 per cents, at 60. 
_.H, 2.—Shews the total amount of the pre- 
sentdebt, and of the present sinking fund, 
as it will stand in each year, after deducting 
from the latter the portions of the excesses 
above the interest of the debt, according, to 
the proposed plan.—3_ per cenits, at various 
prices, from 60 to 75. 
__H. 3.—Shews the total amount of the 
present debt, and of the present sinking fund, 
as it will stand in each year, after deducting 
from the latter the portions of the excesses 
above the interest of the debt, according to 
the proposed. plan.—3 per cents, at various 
prices, from 60 to 100. 
_ 4.—Shews at one view the different re- 
bults of tables H.—H. 2.—and H. 3. 


_. ALL THE DEBTS COMBINED. 
_ 1.—-Shews the combined amount of the 
war debt (table F.) —the supplementary debt 
(table G.)—and the present debt (table H.) 
and of their respective sinking tunds in each 
year.—3 per cents. at 60, 

I, 2.—Shews the combined amount of 
the war debt (table F. 2.)—the supplemen- 
tary debt (table G. 2.}—and the present 


debt (table H. 2.)—and of their respective 


sinking funds in each year.—3 per cents. at 


. Various prices, from 60 to 75. 


IT. 3.—Shews the combixed amount of the 
war debt (table F. 3.)—the supplementary 


debt (table G, 3.)—-and the: present debt 
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(table H.)—and of their respective sinking 
fund in each year,—3 per cents. at various 
prices, from 60 to 100. 

I. 4.—Shews at one view the different ree 
sults of tables 2.—and I. 


VIL—TABLES suewinc tHe Compara- 
TIve AMounts or New Taxes To BE 
IMPOSED ACCORDING TO THE PRESENT 
SYSTEM, AND ACCORDING TO THE PRO- 
POSED PLAN. 
K.—Shews the comparative amount of 

new taxes which would be required annually 

if the services of each year were provided for 
according to the present system and accerd- 
ing to the proposed plan respectively.—3 per 

cents, at 60, 

K. 2,—-Shews the comparative amount of 
new taxes which would be required annually 
i the services of each year were provided 
for according to the present system and the 
proposed plan respectively.—3 per cents. at 
various prices, from 60 to 75. 

K. 3,—Shews the comparative amount of 
new taxes which would be required annually 
if the services of each year were provided for 
according to the present system and according 
to the proposed plan respectively.—3 per 
cents, at various prices, from 60to100. 

K. 4.—Shews at one view the different 
results of tables K.—K.@.—and K.3. 

L.—Shews the comparative total amount | 
in any given years, of new taxes which 
would have been imposed if the service of 
such year were provided for according to the 
present system, and according to the pro~ 
posed plan respectively.—3 per cents. at 60. 

L. 2.—Shews the comparative total a- 
mounts, in any given year, of new taxes 
which would have been imposed if the ser-' 
vice of each year were provided for accord 
ing to the present system, and according to 
the proposed plan respectively.——-3 per cents. 
at various prices, from 60 to 75. 

L.'3:—Shews the comparative total a- 
mounts, in any given year, of the néw taxes, 
which would have been imposed if the ser- 
vice of each year was provided for according 
to the present system and according to the 
proposed plan.—3 per cerits, at various pri- 
ces, from 60 to 100. 

L. 4.—Shews at one view the different’ 
results of tables L.—L. 2.—and L, 3. 


TABLES respect- 
ING THE REDEMPTION OF THE PuBLIC 
M.—Shews the actual operation of the 

various sinking funds which have been ap- 

plied to the extinction of debt since 17 86. ° 

N.—Shews what would be the amount 
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‘sinking fund applicable. its’ extinction, 


applicable to its extinction, in the same years, 


"present ‘system; also, 


at 60. 


sil] PARERSi—Tables and Caleulations respecting 


.of the old-,debt, and the). amount! of’ 


in any year for 2@ years,.according to the 
present system, and the proportion per cent. 
which the sinking fund would on:that ssup- 
position bear to the debt.in each year. Also 
what would -be the amount of the -whole 
debt, and the amount of ‘the’ sinking fund 


-according to the proposed plan ; and the pro- 
portion per cent. which that sinking tund 
would eh to such debt in each year.—3 


of war, for 20 years, if 14 
millions were borrowed-annually, ac 
to the present system; also, the total amount 
of muney: Capital ef debt which will have 
‘been redeemed at the corresponding periods, 
according to the proposed plan.—3° per 
cents. at various prices, from 60 to 75. 
O.:3.—Shews the total amount ‘of the 
money capital of debt which would ‘haye 
been redeemed at any given periods of the 
continuance of war, for 20 years, if 11 mil- 
lions were borrowed annually, according to 
| the present system ; also, the total amountof — 


per cents. at 60.” 
'N. 2,—Shews what would be theamonnt 
‘of the whole debt, and the amount of the 
sinking’ fund applicable to its extinction, in 
any year for 20 years, if 11 millions were 
borrowed for the service of each year, 
according to the present. system, and. the 
cent. which the sinking 
fund ‘would on that pcg bear to 
the debt in each year. . Also, what would be 
the amount of the whole debt, and the 
amount of the sinking fund applicable to its 
aca in the same years, according to 
‘the proposed plan, and the proportion per 
dent which sinkin g would bear to 
the debt in each year.—3 per cents. at va- 
rious prices, from 60'to 75.» 
what would be. the amount 


of the whole debt, and the amount of the 
sinking fund applicable to its extinction, in 
any year of 20 years, if 11- millions were 
borrowed for the service of each year, ac- 
cording to the present system; and the pro- 
portion per cent. which the sinking ,fund 
would on that supposition bear to the debt 
in each year. Also, what would be the 
amount of the whole debt, and the amount 
of ‘the sinking fund applicable to its ex- 
tinction, in ee same yah according to the 
roposed plan; ‘and the proportion _per 
sinking fold would ‘bear to 
the debt in each year.—3 per cents..at va- 
rious prices, from 60 to100.. 


| money capital of debt which will have been 
redeemed at the corresponding periods, ac- 
cording to the proposed plan.—3 per cents. - 
Lat various prices, from60 to 100. 
O. 4.—Shews at one view tle different 
results of tables O.—O.2.—and O 3. 
P.+Shews the pertods at which an 
amount equal to all future loans to be raised 
according to the proposed plan, would be 
redee d, on various suppositions of the 
prices of the’3 per cents. stocks, and accord. 
ing to: two different modes of application of 
the sinking fund at “the end of those 20 


IX.—TABLES ResPecTING THE PERIODS 
AT WHICH THE WAR TAXES WOULD BE 
RELEASED, ON DIFFERENT SUPPOSITIONS, 

WAR TAXES. 
 Q.—Shews the amotint of ‘war taxes 
which may be released atthe end of any 
given year after 1815 (supposing peace to 
take place in any such year) ‘by the applica- 
tion of ‘the excesses of the present sinkin 
fund wlone, added to what will fall in by the 
operation of the revolving series of 14 years. 

'Q. 2.—Shews the amount of war taxes 

which may be released at the end of any 

given year after 1815 (supposing peace to 
take place in any such year) by the ap- 
plication of the excesses of the. preset sink- 


N. 4.—Shews at one view the results of ing fund alone, ‘added to what will fall in by 


Tables N.—N. 2.—and N, 

~ ©.—Shews the total amount.of the money 
capital of debt which would have, been. re- 
deemed at any given perieds of the continu- 


the operation of the revolving series of 14 
years.—3) per cents. at various prices, from 

Q.«3.—Shews the amount of war taxés 


~ ance of war, for 20 are if 11 millions} which may be released at the end of any. 


were borrowed annually, according to’ the 


money Capital of debt which will have been re, 


deemed at the corresponding periods, accord- 


ing to the proposed plan. —3 per ents. 


0, 2.—Shews the total amount of the 


money capital.of debt. which would have 
been redeemed at any given periods. of the 


e total amount of | take 


given.year: after 1816 (supposing peace to 
any such year) by the applica< 
tion of the’ excesses. of the preserit sinking 
fund alone, ‘added to what will fall in by the 
operation of the revolving series of 14 years. 
—3 per cents. at various prices, from 60 ~ 
‘.Q. 4.—Shews at one view the different 
results of tables Q.—Q. 2.—and Q. 3. ates 
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PROPFRTY TAX. 
R.—Shews the amount of the war taxes 
which would be released at the end of an 
iven year, when peace might take place; if 
the principle of rendering disposable the ex- 


cess of the sinking fund above the interest of | 


the debt were applied on the return of peace. 
to the debt charged on the war taxes, as 
well as to ‘the present debt, And in that 
event shewing how much the. property. tax 
would remain pledged at the end of any 
iven year, supposing the other war taxes, 
exclusive of the property tax, to produce 
9,500,000/. per annum, and the property 
tax to produce 11,500,000/. so as to com- 
plete the 21,000,00/.— percents, at 60, 

R. 2.—Shews the amount of the war 
taxes which would be released at the end of 
any given year when. peace might take place, 


if the principle of rendering disposable the 


excess of the sinking fund above the inte- 
rest of the debt were applied on the return 
of peace to the debt charged on the war 
taxes as well as to the present debt. Andin 
that event shewing how much of the property 
tax would remain pledged at the end-of any 
given year, eupposing the other war taxes, 
exclusive of the property tax, to produce 
9,500,000/. per annum, and the property tax 
to produce 11,500,000/. was to complete 


‘well as to the present debt. 


x 


the 21,000,000/.—3 per cents at various 
prices, from 60 to 75. 

R. 3.—Shews the amount of the war 
taxes which would be redeemed at the end of 
any given year when peace might take place, 
if the principle of rendering disposeable the 
excess of the sinking fund above the interest 
of the debt were applied on the return of 
peace to the debt charged on the war taxes as 
And in that 
event, shewing how much of the property 
tax would Hinds ledged at the an of any 
given year, supposing the other war taxes, 
exclusive of the property tax, to produce 
9,500,000/. per ann. ; and the property tax 
to produce 11,500,000/., soas to complete 
21,000,000/.—3 per cents, at various prices, 
from 60 to 100. 

R. 4.—Shews at one view the different re- 
sults of tables R.—R. 2.—and R, 3. 


INCOME TAX of 1798. 

S.—Shews the amount of debt for which 
the income tax stood pledged at the time s 
its Repeal in 1802, and the periods in whi 
that part of the income tax which was applix 
cable to the extinction of the said debt would 
on the return of peace have extinguished the 
same; at various prices of stock, viz, at 60, 
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PARL. PAPERS.—Tiables and Calculations respecting 
TABLE A. 


- Shewing, The Amount of the Loans which would be charged in eack 
_«, suecessive Year upon the ‘War Taxes; and the Amount of the War 
Taxes pledged in each successive Year, to provide for the Interest and Sink- 

ing Funds of such Loans. 


2. 3. 4. 5, 
War Taxes 
in each Year ed in eac 

Commencing Credit of the |for the Interest!” 

present War | and Sinking pledged. 

Taxes. | Fundof Loan. 

5 January, 1807 ++ ..| 12,000,000 
5 January, 1808 eo an ee 12,000,000 1,200,000 2,400,000 
§ January, 1809 .. .. ..| 12,000,000 |} 1,200,000 | 3,600,000 
5 January, 1810 ee “#0 oe 14,000,000 1,400, 5,000,000 
§. January, 1811 .. 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 6,600,000 
5 January, 1812 .. .. ..| 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 8,200,000 
5 January, 1813 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 9,800,000 
5 January, 1814 .. .. ..| 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 11,400,000 
§ January, 1815 ee ee ee 16,000,000 1,600,000 13,000,000 
5 January, 1816 .. .. 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 14,600,000 
5 January, 1817 .. .. ..| 16,000,000} 1,600,000 | 16,200,000 
§ January, 1818 . 16,000,000 1,600,000 17,800,000 
5 January, 1819 .. .. .,| 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 19,400,000 
5 January, 1820 ec ef ee 16,000,000 1,600,000 21,000,000 
5 January, 1821 .. .. ..| 12,000,000 |*°1,200,000 | 21,000,000 
5 January, 12,000,000 1,200,000 21,000,000 
5 January, 1823 .. 2 «.| 12,000,000 1,200,000 21,000,000 
5 January, 1824 .. «++ 14,000,000 1,400,400 21,000,000 
5 January, 1825 .. .. «.| 16,000,000} 1,600,000 | 21,000,000 
5 January, 1826 .. .. ..| 16,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 21,000,000 


** From this Table it appears, that, supposing peace to take place at the end of 7 years 
from this time, no more than 9,800,000/, of the war taxes would then have been mort 
» and consequently that nearly the whole of the property tax (which is cohuatel ie 
produce 114 millions out of the 2! millions) might then be taken off immediately on the 
_conclusion of a peace. It will be shewn in another of these tables, in what mode the dis- 
continuance of the property tax on the return of peace may be provided for, even suppo- 


sing the war to last beyond these 7 years. __ 
> This sum is the portion of war taxes which had been appropriated to the loan of the 


first-year, and which being set free in 1821 by the redemption of a sum equal to that loan, 


will then become applicable to the charge of a fresh loan to the like amount. The like ob- 
servation applies to all the succeeding sums in this column. 
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PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 
| TABLE A. 2. 


Shewing the Effect of the Operation of a Srvxinc Funp at Six per Cent. im 
the Redemption of a Debt of Twelve Millions of Money Capital, (which is the 
- Amount of the first Year’s War-Loan, according to the proposed Plan.—The 
Prices of 3 per Cents. are supposed to be at 75, and censequently the Interest 
of Money 4 per Cent. , 


1. 2. 3. 4, 
Amount of Mais Amount 
Capital of Debt | of Sinking Fund} yo ont of Money| 

at the atthe | Capital of Debt 

YEAR. Commencement | Commencement at the Close of 
1807 12,000,000 720,000 11,280,000 
11,280,000 | 748,800 10,531,200 
1809 10,531,200 |. 778,752 9,752,448 

1810 9,752,448 809,902 8,942,546 
1811 8,942,546 842,298 8,100,248 

1812 8,100,248 875,989 | 7,284,259 
1815 7,224,259 911,028 6,313,231 
1814 6,313,231 947,469 5,365,762 

1815 5,365,762 985,367 4,880,395 
1816 4,380,395 1,024,781 | 3,355,614 
1817 3,355,614 | 1,065,772 , 2,289,842 
1818 2,289,842 1,108,402 [> 1,181,440 

1819 1,181,440 1,152,738 28,702 * 


* The sinking fund in this table is supposed to operate by compound interest at the 
yearly rate of 4 percent. Butas the sinking fund would be applied quarterly, the capital” 
_of debt redeemed, and the progressive amounts of the sinking fund would be greater than 
the computations in this table represent them ; the result of this mode of computation will, 
however, sufficiently shew that a 6 per cent. sinking fund operating by compound inte- 


5 


Test at 4 per cent, would redeem its capital in 13 years. 


i 
en ~ 


T ABL BE Ay 3. 


Shewing the Effect of the Operation of a Sinkine Funp of 7 per Cent. in the 
_ Redemption of a Debt of Twelve Millions of Money Capital, (which is the 
~ Amount of the first Year’s War Loan, according to the proposed Plan). . The 


~ Price of 3 per Cents. is supposed to be at ae and —- the mas 
“Money 3 per Cent. 


Amount of Money Amount 
of fof Fund Amountof Money 
| at the at the Capital of Debt 
at the close of 


Year, 


each Year. 


1816 . 


1818 . . 


1809 


NOLL. 
1814 


7 


11,160,000 
10,294,800 
8,485,754 
75540,328 


6,566,540 


 $,563,539 
3,466,365 


%970,360 


145241,475 


$40,000 
868,200 
$91,156 
917,890 
945,496 


973,788 
1,003,001 
1,033,091 
4,064,083 

1,096,005 
4,128,885 
4,168, 


F 


11,160,000 


10,294,800 
9,403,644 
8,485,754 
7,540,328 
6,566,540 
5,563,539, 
4,530,448 
8,466,365. 


78,794" 


yearly rate of 3 per cent. 


ey 


But as the sinking fund .wou 
capital. of, debt: redeemed,>and the :progtessive‘ amounts of the sinking would be 
greater than the computations in thie table’ représerit them 5 the result of this mode of com- 
putation will, however, sufficiently shew, that 'a'7 per cent. sinking fund, 
interest at 3 per redeem its capital in about 12 years, 


by compound interest, at the 


be ®. applie d quarterly, the 


| | 
| 4008. 
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“Sheng the Means by which an Annual extraordinary iit to the 
AMoURE of £- 82,000,000, may be defrayed in each Year. 


2. 3. cy 


War Taxes 


Loan 
in each Year, 


War Taxes. 


pon the Credit] but remaining 
of 


applicable to 
the Service of 
“the Year.* 


the Year. 


provided for 
for the 


5 January, 
5 January, | 
5 January, | 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 


5 January, 


5 January, 


5 Jan 
5 
5 January, 


5 January, 
5 Tamaly, 108 


5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 
5 January, 


12,000,000 
12,000,000 


14,000,000 
16,000,000 
16 7 


16,000,000 
16,000,000 
- 16,000,000 
16, 000,000 
16, ,000,000 
16,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 
14,000,000 
16,000,000 


12,000,000 | 


16,000,000 


19,800,000 
185,600,000 
17,400,000 
16,000,000 
14,400,000 
12,800,000 
11,200,000 

9,600,000 


8,000,000 | 


6,400,000 
4,300,000 
3,200,000 


1,600,000 
‘Ni 


Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil, 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 


200,000 
14000,000 
2,600,000 
2,000,000 
1,600,000 
3,200,000 

4,800,000 
6,400,000 
8,000,000 
9,600,000 


11,200,000 


12,800,000 
14,400,000 
16,000,000 


| 20,000,000 


20,000,000 
20,000,000 
18,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


32,000,000 
32,000,000 


4 


. Note.—For the amount of waretaxes pledged in each 
and sinking fund of the toans charged taxes ;—See able A, 4. 


ear, to provide for interest 


A 


le 
e | TABLE B. 2. 
it 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
$2,000,000 
32,000,000 
000.000 $2,000,000 
$2,000,000. 
wy | 32,000,000 
32,000,000. 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 - 
| | 


siz) 


each Year. The 3 per Cents. are supposed to‘continue at 60. 


1. 


‘PARL: PAPERS.—Tableé and-Caleulations respecting 
TABLE 
‘Shewing the Total Amount of the Loan in any given Year, senile to the proposed 


Plan; and the Amount of the total Sinking Fund in thes ame Year : also the Difference 
between the Total Amount of the Loan, andthe Total Amount of the Sinking Fund in 


2. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


Year, 


Commencing 


|Amountof ‘Amount 
Loan 


War Taxes 
in each 
Year. 


charged on the 


of the 

upplemen- 
Loan 

in.each Yeat | 


Tota. 
Amount of 
the Loan 
each 


Tora. 
Amount of 
the Sinking 

Fund in 
each Year. 


Difference 
between the 
Total 
Amount of 
ithe Loan, 
jand the Total 
Amount of 
the Sinking 
Fund in each 

Year. 


5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 


5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 1 


5 January, 


5 January, 


5 January, 
5 January, 


January, 


5 ‘January, 


January, 


January, 


January, 


5 January, 
5 January, 


1823. 
1824 ., 


5 January, 1825... 


5 January, 1826. . 


12,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 
14,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


|. 16,000,000 


16,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


| 16,000,000. 


16,000;000 
16,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 
12,000,000 
14,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


16,000,000 


200,000 


1,400,000 
2,600,000 
2,000,000 
1,600,000 
3,200,000 


4,800,000 


*6,400,000 
8,000,000 
9,600,000 


11,200,000 
12,800,000 
14,400,000 


1 6,000,000 


20,000,000 
20,000,000 
20,000,000 
18,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


12,200,000 


13,400,000 
14,600,000 
16,000,000 
17,600,000 
19,200,000 
20,800,000 
22,400,000 

24,000,000 
25,600,000 
27,200,000) 
28,800,000 
30,400,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 
32,000,000) 
32,000,000 
32,000,000 


8,935,042 


10,005,126 
11,148,714 
12,439,482 
13,888,120 
15,435, 858 
17,087,649 
18,848,697 
20,724,463 


22,720,685. 


24,096,718 
25,461,552 
26,814,628 
28,155,358 


27,963,124 


27,761,279 
27,549,341 
27,326,807 


27,093,146 
26,901 


3,264,958 


3,394,874. 
3,451,286 
3,560,518 
3,711,880 
3,764,142 

35712,351 
3,551,303 
8,975,597 
2,879,315 
3,103,282 
3,338,448 
3,585,372 
3,844,642 
4,036,876 
4,238,721 
4,450,659 
4,673,193 
4,906,854 
5,098,640. 


* The sums in this column will of course shew how much will be borrowed. in each 
year more than will be paid off in the same year, — 


q - 
January, 1810. . 
1811.» 
| 
. . | | 
| | 
| | 
. 


PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan.of Finances 


TABLE B. 3. 


Shewing the Tutal Amount of the Money Capirat or Dest created in each 
Year from 1793 to 1806, both inclusive, and the Amount of the correspond- 
ing Sinking Fund; also, the Difference between the Money Capital of Debt 


created, and the Amount of the corresponding Sinking Fund ws to the 
Extinction of Debt in each Year. | 


1. g. 3. 4, 5. 


Difference 

between the 
Amount of the}/Amount of the 
Money Capital] 
of Debt cre- 
ated, and the 
applied in each Amount of the 
Sinking Fund] 

Year. in each| 


Sinking Fund, 


Year. 


1 Feb. 1793, to 1 Feb. 1794. 


1794 to 1795 
1795 to 1796 
1796 to 1797 
1797 to 1798 
1798 to 1799 
1799 to 1800 
1800 to 1801 
1801 to 1802 
1802 to 1803 
1803 to 1804 
1804 to 1805 


1805 to 1806 - 


1806 to 1807 


4,500,000 

12,907,452 
19,490,647 
29,726,797 
44,029,399 
15,000,000 


15,500,000 


18,500,000 
34,410,450 


23,000,000 


10,000,000 
10,000,000 


21,526,699 


18,000,000 


1,630,615 
1,872,200 
2,143,595 
2,639,724 
3,352,579 
3,937 ,923 
4,257 ,547 
4,57 8,690 
‘5,073,854 

5,639,500 
5,970,102 
6,470,738 
7,128,078 


7,773,400 


2,869,385 
11,035,252 
17,347,052. 


27,087,073 
40,676,820 - 


11,062,077 
“11,242,453 


13,921,310 


29,336,596 
17,360,500 
4,029,898 
3,529,262 
14,398,621 
10,226,600 


15,294,492 
3,459,850 


11,834,649 


Average of these 14 years - 
Average of the first 14-yearsin Table B.2. - 
| Difference 


[xxii 

| 
id in 
nee 
1 the 
t of | 
an, 
ota 
each 
oney Capital | 
958 of Debt, 

874 Be created in each 

| 

286 Year. | | | 4 
880 £- 
351 
303 - - - - 
537 

--.- 

21 
| 
93 
54 
40 


__ PARL, tnd Caleuldions respecting 


TABLE B. 4. 

Shewing, the Total Amount of the Loan in any given Year, according to 
the proposed Plan, and the Amount of the corresponding Sinking Fund ; also 
the Differences between the Tetal Amount of the Loan, andthe Total Amount 
of the corresponding Sinking Fund in each Year.—The 3 per Cents. are su 

é posed to continue for the Year (viz. 1807,) at 60; then to rise to 63. 16. 
and 80 to continiie for @ Yeas, viz. duritie 1808 and 1809; ther to rise to 66, 
- 66,,and so to continue for 2 Years; viz. during 1810and 1811 ; then toriseto 70, 
- 58. and so to continue for 2 Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813 ;. and then, viz. 
in 1814, to rise to 75, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the 


eriod of 20 Years. 7 


Amount of the| Amount of 
charged on the/Supplemen 

harg 


War Taxes | Loan. 
in each Year. | in each Year.. 


Difference 
between the 
Total Amount of 
the Loan and the 
Total Amount.of 
the Sinking Fund 
in each Year. * 


Total Amount 
of the 
Sinking Fund 
in each Year. 


Loan 
in each Year, 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812. 
‘1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 


1823 
1824. 


1825- = 


T1826 «- 


= 


12,000,000 | 
12,000,000 ] 


12,000,000 
14,000,000 
16,000;000 


16,000,000 
16;000,000 
16,000,000 


16,000,000 


16,000,000 


16,000,000 
q 16,000,000 


16,000,000 
12,000,000 
112,000,000 
12,000,000 


_ 14,000,000. 


16,000,000 


16,000,000 


2,600,000 
-2;000,000 


1,600,000 
16,000,000 


3;200,000 


4,800,000 


6,400,000 
,8,000,000 
9,600,000 
11,200,000 
12,800,000 


14,400,000 


16,000,000 
20,000,000 
20,000,000 
20,000,000 


18,000,000 | 
16,000,000 


16,000,000 


12,200,000 


13,400,000 
14,600,000 


16,000,000 


17;600,000 
_]9,200,000 
20,800,000 
22,400,000 
24,000,000 
25,600,000 
27,200,000 
28,800,000 
30,400,000 
$2,000,000 
$2,000,000 
$2,000,000 
$2,000,000 


$2,000,000. 
_ $2,000,000. 
32,000,000 


8,935,042 


10,033,958 
11,181,735 
12,512,869 
13,979,949 
15,574,383 
17,224,300 
19,001,664 
20,828,395 
22,749,529 
24,629,857 


26,063,050 


27,489,570 
28,909,151 


28,785,516 | 


28,656,935 
28,523,211 
28,384,137 
28,301,177 


28,282,707 


3,264,958 


3,418,266 
3,487,131 
$,620,051 
3,625,617 
3,575,700 
3,893,336 
3,171,605 
2,850,471 
2,570,143 
2,736,950 
2,910,430: 


3,090,849 4 


3,214,484 
3,343,065 
3,476,789 
3,615,863 
9,698,823 
3,717,298 


* The sums { 


year, more thai oo 
+ The averab 14 years in Table B.3.is . . 
The average Of the tirst 14 years of this Tableis . 


Difference . . of.12,074,025 


£.15,294,492 
3,220,467 } 


Total | 
Amount 
of the | 
200,000 
1,400,000 3,366,042 
-| | 
€ 
this Column will of course show how itiuch would be’bérroWwed in each 


Year. 


TABLE B.5.: 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Loan in any 
‘andthe Amount of the corresponding Sinking Func ces | 
tal Amount of the Loan, aiid the Total Amount of the corresponding Sinking Fund in each 

The 3 per Cents. ate supposed to cotttinue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807,) at 60 ; 
-then to rise to 63. 66. and so to continue for 2 Years, viz. during 1808 and 1809 ; then 
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wen Year, cecording tb thé 


‘und ; also, the Differences between the To- 


35, to rise to 75. and so to contiriue for 2 Years, viz. during 1810 and 1811 ; then to rise to 
10, 85. 71. and so to continue for 2 Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 
i 1814, to rise to par, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 
e 20 Years. 
: | Difference 
Amount of the between the Total 
of Yzar. |charged on ofthe} of the Amount - 
- haige Taxes | Loan in each Loan Sinking Fund of the Sinking 
nd in each Year.| Year. | in each Year | in cach Year. | Fund, in each 
* Year.& 
1807 = 12,000,000] s000 |. 12,200,000 | 8,935,042 | 3,264,958 
1808 = -]| 12,000,000 | 1,400,000} 13,400,0004 10,063,795 | 3,336,205 
1809 12,000,000} 2,600,000 | 14,600,000 | 11,314,623-| 3,285,377 
| 1810 - = | 14,000,000 | 2,000,000 | 16,000,000 | 12,690,446 | 3,809,554 
1812 = 16,000,000 | $,200,000 | 19,200,000] 15,823,905 | 3,876,095 
1813 + 416,000,000 | 4,800,000 | 20,800,000 | 17,472,742 3,397,258 
= =} 16,000,000 | . 6,400,000 | 22,400,000 | 19,268,286.) 3,131,714 
| 1815 = =] 16,000,000} 8,000,000 | 24,000,000 | 21,046,334 | 2,953,666 
1816 = 26,000;000 | 9,600,000 | 25,600,000 | -22;893,723-| . 2,706,277 
1817 =, =] 16,000,000 | 11,200,000 | 27,200,000 | 24;812,533 | 2,387,467 
1818 = 16,000,000 | 12,800,000 28,800,000 | 26,292,908: 2,507,092 
1819 = 16,000,000 | 14,400,000 | 30,400,000] 27,769,694'] 2,630,306 
1820 = 16,000,000 | 16,000,000'} 32/000,000 | 29;242,784°| 42,757,216 
1821 = =] 12,000,000 20,000,000 | $2,000,000 | 29,160,066 2,839,934 
1822 = =} 123,000,000 | 20,000,000} 32,000,000 |: 29,074,866} 2,925,134 
1823 = -| 12,000,000.} 20,000,000 | 32,000,000) 29,128,504 | 2,871,496 
1824 14,000,000 | 18,000j000| 32,000,000 | 29,142,690). 2,857,310 
1825 = ~| 16,000,000 | 16,000,000 | 32,000,000 | 29,095,890 : 2,904,110 
1826 = « 16,000,000 | 16,000,000} 32,000,000 | 29,065,719} 2,934,881 


year, more thin would be 
- The average of t 


- 


* The sunis in this éolumn dbtitsé she 
id off. 

e average of the 14 years in Table B. 3. is 

‘The average ofthe first 14 years of this Table -is 


Difference 


w how'fduch would be bésrowed in each 


3,028,127 


812,266,365 


| 

to 

lso 

Int 

Ip- 

16, | 


PARL. PAPERS.—Tables and Calculations respecting 
TABLE B.6. 


. Shewing at one view the different Resutts of the three Tables, B,2. B. 4. & BS, | 


[ xxviii, 


Ist Suprosition—Table B. 2. 
The $ per cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole period of 20 years. 


2d Surrositron—Table B. 4. 
. The 3 per cents. are supposed to continue forthe Ist year (viz. 1807). at 60.; then to | 
rise to 63. 16. and'so to continue for two years (viz. durmg 1808 and 1809); then to rise. 
to 66.66, and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1810 and 18t1); then to rise to 
 70.58.and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then (viz. in 1814) 
to.rise to 75..and to continue at thae price throughout the rest of the period of 20 years, 


3d Sueprosition—tTable B. 5. 


The 3 per cents. ate supposed to continue for the Ist year (viz, 1807) at 60.; then to 
rise to 66.66. and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1808 and 1809) ; then to rise 
to 75. and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1810 and 1811) ; then to rise to 85.71. 
and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) to 


tise to par, and to continue at that price throughout the rest of the period of 20 years. 


Ist SUPPOSITION. 


| 2d SuprosiTion. 


3d SupposiTIon. 


7 


Difference between 
the Total Amount 
of the Loan, and 
the Total Amount 


in each Year. 


Difference between 
the Total Amount 
of the Loan, and 
the Total Amount 


jlof the Sinking Fundjof the Sinking Fund 


in each Year. 


the Total Amount 
of the Loan, and 
the Total Amount 


in each Year, 


‘ 
Difference between 


lof the Sinking Fund 


3,264,958 
3,394,874 
3,451,286 
3,560,518 
3,711,880 
3,764,142 
3,712,351 
3,551,303 

3,275,537 
2,879,315 
3,103,282 
3,338,448 
3,585,372 
3,844,642 
4,036,876 
4,238,721 
4,450,659 


4,673,193 
4,906,854 
5,098,640 


3,264,958 
3,366,042 
3,418,265 
3,487,131 
3,620,051 
3,625,617 
3,575,700 
3,398,336 - 
3,171,605 
2,850,471 
2,570,143 
2,736,950 
2,910,430 
3,090,849 
3,214,484 

3,343,065 
3,476,789 
3,615,863. 
3,698,823 
3,717,293 


3,264,958 
3,336,205 
3,285,377 
3,309,554 
3,420,604 
3 2376095 
35327 ,258 
3,131,714 
2,953,666 
2,706,277 
2,387,467 
2,507,092 
2,630,306 
2,757,216 
2,839,934 
2,925, 1 34 
2,871,496 
2,857,310 
2,904,110 
2,934,281 


rh: 
| wee 
| 
> 
| 
| 
1807 
{ 1808. . | | 
| 1812 | | 
i | 1813 | | 
1814. | | 
q 1815 | 
1816 
| 1817 
i 1818 | 
1820 | | 
| 1821 | | 
1822 
1823 | 
| 1824 
i 1826 


_ 5 January 1810 


_ 5 January 1824 
5 January 1826 | 
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PABLE 


“Shewing the Amount of the Supplementary Loans required in each Year, of two successive 
_  Seriesoften Years each, commencing with 1807.—Also the Amount of the Interest, and 
Sinking I'und of 1/60th (or One per Cent. upon the nominal Capital created) to be pro- 


vided tor on account of those L.oans.—Also the Effect of the Appli 


ionof the Expiring. 


Annuities to that Purpose during the first Series, on an Averageot Seven Years; *—and the 
Effect of the A pplication to the same Purpose, both of the Expiring, Annuities, and of the — 


Excesses of the present Sinking Fund {accordin 
second Series, supposing the 3 per Cents. at 60. 


2. 


3. 


4, 


g to the Plan now proposed) during the 


Supplemen- 
tary Loans 


required in. 
each Year. 


Amount 


Amount of 
Interest and 
Sinking Fund 
to be provided 

for in each 
Year, on ac- 
count of the. 
Supplementary 


New Taxes to be im-; 
posed in each Year, 
ion an average of 7 


Interest and Sinking’ 
Fund of Supplemen- 
tary Loans, if the 
Expiring Annuities 
be taken in aid of the 
first 5 Years from 
1807, and if both the 
expiring Annuities 
and the Excesses of 


Fund be applied in 
like manner to the 
2d Series, 


Years from 1810, for} 


the present Sinking} 


5 January 1807 
5 January 1808 
5 January 1809 


"200,000 
1,400,000 
2,600,000 

-2,000,000 
1,600,000 
3,200,000 
4,800,000 
6,400,000 
8,000,000 
9,600,000 

11,200,006 

12,800,000 

14,400,000 
16,000,000 


5 January 1811 
5 January 1812 
5 January 1813 
5 January 1814 
5 January 1815 
5 January 1816 
5 January 1817 
5 January 1818 
5 January 1819 
5 January 1820 
5 January 1821 
5 January 1822 


20,000,000 
5 January 1823 


20,000,000 
18,000,000 
16,000,000 
16,000,000 


5 January 1825 


20,000,000 


13,333 
93,333 
173,333 
133,333 
106,666 
213,333 
320,000 
426,666 
533,333 
640,000 
746,666 
853,333 
960,000 
1,066,666 
1,333,333 
1,333,333 
1,333,333 
1,200,000 
1,066,666 
1,066,666 


Aver. oflast 7 Years, 1st Series. 


10 Years, 2dSeries. 
. 


* Note.—The annuities taken into these calculations as expiring within these two 


successive series of ten years, are as follows, viz. 15,515/. which expire in the year 1807.— 
370,000/. being so much of the short annuities as are not pledged for the interest of the 


deferred stock upon the loan of 1802, and which will expire m 1808.—230,000/. im- 
perial annuities which will expire in 1820.—And 67,5471. life annuities, granted in 
William and Mary and Geo. II. which are supposed to have fallen in by the year 1820. 


t+ Note.—It will be obvious that this 3d columa will shew the amount of new taxes 


_ which must be annually imposed according to the present plan, supposing no aid were 


derived to it from the expiring annuities, or from the excesses of the sinking fund.— 
A succeeding Table will shew the much larger amount of taxes which must be annually 
imposed, if the services of these years were provided for in the ordinary mode. 


’ 
‘ - Nil. 
Nil. | 
293,000 | 
- 293,000 
293,000 ‘ 
293,000 
- 293,000 
293,000° 
Nil. 
Nil. 
| Nil. 
Nil, 
Nik : 
“= Nil. € 
Nil. 


PARL. PAPERS.—Tables and Calewations rerpecting 
TABLE C. 2. 


Shewing the Amount of the Suprtemenrary Loans required in each Year of two suc. 
cessive Series, commencing with 1807 ; and also the Amount of the Interest and Sinkin 
Fund of 1 per Cent. upon the Nominal Cel to be provided for on account of those 
‘Loans. Also the Effect of the A pplication to that Purpose of the Expiring Annuities, and 

. Of a Sum arising from the Reduction of the 5 per Cent. toa 4 per Cent. Fund, during 

3 first Series, on an Average of 7 Years; and the Effect of the Application to the same 
“Purpose, both of the Expiring Annuities and of the Excesses of the present Sinking Fund 

{according to the Plan now proposed) during the second Series. —The Prices of 3 per 
‘Cents, supposed to vary in the manner stated in Col. 2. of this Table. =i 


1, 2. 3. 4. t 5. 
é ' ‘New Taxes to be imposed in each 

‘ Year on an Average of Seven 
t Amount of Yearsfrom 1810, for Interest and 

Amo un Interest and Sinking Fund of Supplementary 
of | Sinking Fund | Loans, if the Expired Annuities, 
|Supplementary to be provided for |@%d a Sum arising from the Reducs 
Loans in each Year, | tion of the5 per Cents. to a 4 per 
lrequiredin each| °F 2 Cent. Fund +, be taken‘in Aid of 
bas | Y : the first Series, and if both the ex- 
fare pired Annuities and the Excesses 

Loans. of the present Sinking Fund, be 

applied in like manner in Aid of 

the Second Series. 


Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
230,000 
230,000 
230,000 
230,000 
230,000 
230,000 
230,000 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 

Nil. 
Nil. 

Nil, 
Nil. 

Nil. 


: Pri¢e of 3-per Cent. Stock. . 
| Corresponding Rate of 


“Anterest 6f “Money. 


200,000 
1,400,000 
2,600,000 
2,000,000 
1,600,000 
3,200,000 
4,800,000 
6,400,000 
8,000,000 426,| 

9,600,000 512,000 
11,200,000 | 397,333 
12,800,000 682,666 
14,400,000 768,000 
16,000,000 | 853,333 
20,000,000 1,066,666 
20,000,000 | ¢ | 1,066,666 
20,000,000 | | 1,066,666 
18,000,000 960,000 
16,000,000 853,333 
16,000,000 \ 853,333 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
4811 
1812- 
1813 
1814 
1815 

(1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


1st Series. 


First Series 10-Years. 


Average of last 7 Years of © 


10 Years'Second Series. - 


Note.—The amount of thissum is 480,529. 
+ Note.—It will be obvious that this 4th column will shew the amount of. new taxes 
“which must be annually imposed according to the present plan, supposing no aid were de- 
Fived.to it from the expiring annuities, or from. the excesses of the sinking fund.—A suc- 
ceeding table ;will shew. the much larger amount of taxes which must be annually imposed, 


df the.seryicesof these years were provided for in the ordinary mode. 


t\Note-—The taken anto these calculations as expiring within these two 
«Successive series of ten years, are as follows, viz. 15,515/. which expire in the year 1807.—- 
$870,0007. being s0 much of the short annuities as ite not pledged for the interest of the dee 
‘ferred stock upon.the loan of 1802, and which will expire in 1803.—230,000/. 


annuities which expire in 1820,—And 67,547/. life annuities, granted in Will 


and, Mary and.Ggo. LI. which are supposed to haye fallen in by the year 1820. 


| 
q 
q ~ | | | 
| 
-| 70-5845. | 
if 
= 
ij 


| PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finanee. 
| TABLE C3. 


Shewing the AmountoftheSuretemen rary Loans requiredin each Year, oftwo successive 
Series of Ten Years each, commencing with 1807 ; andalso the Amount of the Interest, and 
Sinking Fund of 1 per Cent. upon the nominal Capital to be provided for on ac~ 

“count of those Loans.—Also the Effect of the Application to that purpose of the Expiring 
Annuities, and of a Sum arising from the Reduction of the 5 per Cents. in the first In- 

- stance:to a 4 per Cent. and afterwards to a three per Cent. Fund, and from the reduc-~ 

- tion of the 4 per Cents. to a three per Cent. Fund, during the first Series ; and the Ef-, 
fect of the Application to the same Purpose, both of the Expiring Annuities* and of the 

. Excesses of the’ present Sinking Fund (according to the Plan how proposed) during the 

second Séries.—The Prices of 3 per Cents, supposed to vary in the manner stated in 

Col. 2. of this Table. 5 

New Taxes to beim for in- 

 |terest and Sinking at Sup- 

Sinking Fund red af the 

to be provided for pe ui and 4 per Cents. to 

in each Year, 93 per Cent. Fund {, be taken 
required in each| ©" #¢count of in Aidof the first Series, and if both 

: Year. _ the expired Annuities and the Ex- 

Supplementary |-essesof the present Si kingFand, 

Loans: ve applied in like manner in Aid of 
the Second Series, 


(Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
( Nil. 
Nil. 


Interest of Money. 


Price of 3 per Cent. Stock; 
Corresponding Rate of 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826, 


60 =5 200,000] 13,333 
66-66=45 |} 1,400,000 84,004 
- - - + | 2,600,000 156,002 
75 =4 | 2,000,000 106,666 
- = - 1,600,000 85,333 
| 85.7134 | 3,200,000 149,333 
- - | 4,800,000 224,008 |5 | Ni. 
=3 | 6,400,000 256,000 |= | Nil. 
8,000,000 |= 320,000 |" | Nil. 


Ist Series of 10 Years. 


First Series of 10 Years. 


ar throughout 


period of 20 


9,600,000 384,000| \Nil, 
11,200,000 | 448,000 | 


12,800,000 512,000 Ni, 

14,400,000 576,000 Nil. 
16,000,000 640,000 Nil. 
20,000,000 800,000 Nil. 
20,000,000 800,000 Nil. 
20,000,000 800,000 Nil. 
18,000,000 720,000 Nil. 
16,000,000 640,000 Nil. 
16,000,000 \ 640,000° Nil, 


of 10 Years. 


The 3 per Cents. aresuppose 


lo continue at P. 
the rest of this 


Second Series 


Second Series of 10 Years 


/ 


* Note.—The annuities taken into these calculations as expiring within these two 
successive series of ten years, are as follows, viz. 15,515/. which expire intheyear 1807.— 
370,000/. being so much of the short annuities as are not pledged for the interest of the 
deferred stock upon the loan of 1802, and which will expire in 1808.—230,000/. im- 
perial annuities which will expire in 1820.—And 67,547/. life annuities, granted in 
William and Mary and Geo. II. which are supposed to have fallen in by the Jor 1820. 


+ Note.—It will be obvious that this 4th column will'shew the amount of new taxes 
which must be annually imposed according to the present plan, supposing no’aid were 
derived.to it from the expiring annuities, or from the excesses of the ‘sinking ‘fand.—_ 
A succeeding Table will shew the much larger amount of taxes which must be ennually 
imposed, if the services of these years were provided for in the ordinary mode, 

-} Note.—The amount of the sum is 1,429,134/. 

_§ Note.—The only Taxes required throughout the whole of these two series of 10 years. 
each, will-be-in the first yeat of the second series, (viz. 1817) to the amount above stated. 

Vox. VIII.—Appendiz. 
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PARL. PAPERS.—Tabies and Calealations respecting 


Shewing at one view the different Resutts of the three Tables, C,C. 2, & C. 3, 
‘Ist Surposttron—Table C, 


xxxv] 


The’ per cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole period of 20 years, 


2d Suprosition—Table C. 2. 
The 3 per cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist year (viz. 1807) at 60. ; then td 
riseto 63.16. and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1808 and 1809); then to rise 


to 66.66, and so to continue for. two years (viz. during 1810 and 1811); then to rise to 


70.58. and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1812 and.1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) 
to rise to 75. and to continue at that price throughout the rest of the period of 20 years, 
3d Suvrosition—Table C. 3. 
The 3 per cents. are supposed to coninue for the Ist year (viz. 1807) at 60. ; then to 
rise to 66.66. and so to continue for two years (viz, during 1808 and 1809) ; then to rise 
to 75. and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1810 and 1811) ; then to rise to 85.71, 
and so to continue for two years (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) to 
rise to par, and to continue at that price throughout the rest of the period of 20 years. 


Amount of Interest and Sinking Fund to 
SSSSSSSSESSSSTS ASS ts | be provided for in each Year on accountof 
| the Supplementary Loans, 
New Taxes to be imposed in each Year, | & 
10 Years, 2d Series Aver, of last 7 on an Average of 7 Years, from 1810, 2 
Yrs. of Ist. Series. for Interest and Sinking Fund of Sup- . a 
- A A plementary Loans, if the expiring An- | 3 
ZSAZAAN™NDWNAAA™NAAMwwwrnwswzsar nuities be taken in Aid of the First 3} 2 
FREES SSEGEES Years from 1807, and if both the Ex- [| ° 
piring Annuities and the Excesses of the 
Toe? Re present Sinking Fund be applied in like 
manner to the Second Series. 4 
Second Series 10 Years. First Series 10 Years. 
-> | be provided for in each Year, on account 
New Taxes to be imposed in each Year | 2 
i . on an Average of Seven Years, from! 3 | 
10 Years Second = Average of last 7 1810, for Interest and Sinking Fund of > $ 
Series. Yrs. of Ist Series. - | Supplementary Loans, ifthe Expired An- | 3 
nuities and a Sum arising fromthe Reduc- | 5 
ZZ | tion of the 5 per Cents. to a 4 per Cent. | 
Fund be taken in Aid of the First Series, | - 
2233338 and if both the Expired Annuities and the 
Excesses of the present Sinking Fund be 
applied in like manner in Aid of the Se- 
cond Series. 
Second Seriesof 10 Yrs. FirstSeres of 10 Years. 
Amount cf Interest and Sinking Fand to 
be provided for in each Year on account 
23: < 238 23 of the Supplementary: Loans. 
233328 S SESsSss% at 
: New ‘Yaxes to be imposed for Interest | $ 
Second Series of 10 Yrs.. Sec. Series of 10 Yrs.. and Sinking Fund of Supplementary } 3 
Loans, if the Expired -Annuities, a 5 
i Sum arising from the Reduction of the 
222227 5 per Cents. and 4 per Cents. toa 3 per 
| Cent.' Fund be taken in aid of the First 
: Series, and if both the expired Annuities 
and the Excesses of the present Sinking 
Fund be applied in like manner in Aid of 
rag the Second Series. J 


i 

i 

i 
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TABLE D. 


PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 


Shewing the Amount of such Proportions of the Excesses of the present Sink- 


_ ing Fund above the Amount of Interest on Debt Unredeemed, as, from the 
Commencement of the Year 1817, will be applied in the Reduction of the 
Amount of New Taxes, which would otherwise be required for Interest and 

. Sinking Funds of Loans. The Three per supposed to. 


1, 


continue at Sixty. 


2. 


3. 


Year 


Commencing 


Amount 
of the 


| Present Debt 


remaining 
unredeemed at 
the Commence- 
ment of each 


Year. 


Amount 
in each Year of 
the present 
Sinking Fund, 
deducting 
only such Por- 
tions of the 
Excesses above 
the Interest 
as will be 
required in Aid 
of New Taxes. 


Same Debt 
at the Close of 


each Year. 


Amount 
of the 

Excesses 

which will thus 


 § January, 1816 


5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 
5 January, 


13818 


1820 
5 January, 1821 
5 January, 1822 
5 January, 


5 January, 


1823 
1824 


5 January, 1825. 


5 January, 1826 . 


1817 


1819. 


2 60,923 615 


247,998,404 
235,173,599 
222,560,887 


187,357,635 
177,047,459 | 


158,788,140 


12,925,211 


210,277,540 
198,446,692 | 


167,555,108 | 


150,649,490 | 


12,824,805 
12,612,712 
12,283,347 
11,830,848 
11,089,057 
10,310,176 | 
9,492,351 
8,766,968 
8,138,650 


247,998,404 
235,173,599 
222,560,887 


198,446,692 
177,047,459 


167,555,108 
158,788,140 


7,532,474 


143,117,016 


210,277,540 | 


187,357,635 | 


150,649,490 


746,666 
953,333. 
960,000- 
1,066,666 

1,333,333 
1,333,333 
1,333,333 
"1,200,000 
1,066,666 
1,013,108 
"758,247 


3, 
ta 7 | 
to 
14) 
to ; 
rise 
to 
| 
be deducted 
| 
inking Fund 
-each Year. 
3 
| 
| 
| 
| 


TABLE D. 2. 
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PARL. PAPERS.—Tables and Calculations respecting 


Shewing the Amount of such Portions of the Excesses of the present Sinking 


Fund, above the Amount of Interest on Debt Unredeemed, as, from the Com- 
- mencement of the Year 1817,:will be applied in the Reduction of the Amount 
of New Taxes, which’ would otherwise be required for Interest atid Sinking 
Funds of supposing the Continuance of the War. 


Three per Cent.. Slacks are supposed to best Cent. 


2. 


throughout the whole of this Calculation. 


3. 4. 
j Amount 
of Money Amovnt of Amount 
Capital of the | Sinting'Pund, |Money Capital] —of the 
“present Debt re- deducting | the: |Excesses which 
¥wan, |maining unredeemed only such Por- | Of the same he deduct- 
i watithe. Debt at the | ed from the 
| Commencement | the Interest Sinking Fund 
1816 | * 329,220,503 | 12,322,041 | 316,898,468-| 138,984 
1817]. 316,898,462. |. 12,675,938| 304,220;524 682,666" 
1818 |, 304,292,524}. 12,500;509-| | 768,000'"] 
1819 | 291,722,215--} 12,999,321 | 979,489,894'| | 853,358! 
1820 279,489,894 11,868,280 | 267,621,614 | 1,006,666 
267,691,614 |, 11,976,945 | 256,545,060 1,066,666 } 
1822 256,345,269 |, 10,660,739 | 245,684,537 1,066,666 
1823 |. 245,684,537 |, 10,020,495)| 285,664,042 960,000 | 
1924 |, 285,664,048 |; 9,461,314 | 226,209,708 791,657. 
1825. |, 226,202,728 |; 9,048,109; | 217,054,619 723,849" 
8,686,184 208,468,435 694,894 


As pet cents, are supiposed in this Table to be at ; 5yithe of the money. 


taan im Table D, where the 3 per cents, are supposed to be only at 60. 


veal 


unredeemed debt, at this period, is of course stated proportionably higher 
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" PARL, PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance, - 


TABLE; 8: 


Shewing the Amount of such Portions of the Excrsses of thé present Sinking — 
Fund, above the Amount of Interest-on- Debt Unredeemed, as, from the Com- 
mencement of the Year 1818, will be sapien in the Reduction of the Amount 


of New Taxes, which would’ otherwise 


required for Interest and Sinking 


Funds of Supplementary Loans, supposing the Continuanee of the War. 
Par=Interest at 3 per Cent, 


Three per Cent. Stocks are supposed to be at 
throughout the whole of this Calculation. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


Capital of the 


Amount of Money 


present Debt re- 
maining unrédeémied 
at the 


Commencement | 


cath Year. 


the present 
Sinking Fund, _ 
deductin 


tions of the 


PExcesses above 


the Interest 
as will be A 
required in Aid 


Amount 
| in each Year of 


only such Por-j 


of New Taxes. 


“Amount of 


Amount of 


(Money. Capital} the Excesses | 


which will 
be deducted 
“from the 
Sinking Fuad 
in each Year, 


1817 


1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1829 
1823 
1824 
1825 


413,023,950 
389,513,424 
377,644,573 
366,059,657 
$54,927,194 
$44,260,758 
333,932,936 
$23,914,948 


401,595,804 


11,868,651 
11,584,916 
11,192,463 
10,666,456 
10,397,822 
10,017,988 

9,717,448" 


314,197,500 


9,425,925 


#. 


54 401,595,804 | 


"$89,513,424 
377,644,573 
366,059,657 


$39,932,936 
$23,914,948 
314,197,500 


354,927,194 
344,260,758 | 


"640,000 
800,000 
800,000 
658,607 
619,668 
601,079 
583,046 


565,555 


304,771,575 


i 


* As the 3 percents, aré su 


pposed'in this Table to be at pars the athountt of the 


capital of the unredeemed debt, at this period, is of course stated proportionably higher 


than in Table D, where the 3 per’cents. are supposed to Be'orlly at 60; or in 


2, whete the 3 per Cents, ar¢ supposed to be at 75. 


able D. 


ng 
int 
ng 
nt. 
— 
| of the same 
Yzan.| — Debt atthe 
12;297,5 512,000 | 
| 12,082,380 | 576,000 
money 


PARL. PAPERS,—Tusles and Calculations respecting 


Shewing at one view the different Resuxrs of the three Tables, D, D2, and Dg, 
Ist Supposirion—Table D. 
‘ ‘The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. °° 
The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 75. 


| ! The 3 per Cents. are, supposed to continue at Par. 


| Ist 2d Syprosition 


3d Svurrosirion. 


Amount ~ 
of 
The Excesses 


Amount’ 


which will be 
deducted from the 

Sinking Fund 

‘in each Year. © 


1,066,666 
1,333,333 
1,333,333 

1,333,333 

1,200,000 

1,066,666 


7885847 


f 
}-— which will be 
deducted from the 
., Sinking Fund 
* in each Year. . 


- which will be 
deducted. from the . 
Sinking Fund © 


in each Year, 


853,333 


138,984 
682,666. ; 
768,000 ; 
853,333, 
1,066,666 
1,066,666. 
1,066,666. 
960,000. 


aft 


41% 


£. 
512,000 


640,000 
800,000 
800,000 
658,607 


694894 


(aly 
Amount 
of 
The Excesses 
| 
i 1818 |} 960,000. H 
| 


TABLE 


PARL, PAPERS:—tie New Plan of Finance: 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Excessrs of the present Sinking Fund’in each 

- after the Year Year 1816, above the Amount of Interest on the Unredeemed 

_ Debt, supposing the whole Excesses to be deducted as they arise *, instead of 
deducting only the Portions of those Excesses stated in Table D. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


vey 


Year, 


Commencing 


present Debt 


Commence- 
ment of each 
Year. 


Amount of the 


Amount in 
each Year of 
the present 
Sinking Fund, 


remaining Un-| deducting as 
redeemed at the they arise, the 


whole of the 
Excesses above! 
the Interest.of 
the Debt. 


The same ~ 
Debt 
at the Close 
of each 
Year. 


Amount of 
the Excesses 
which would. 
on this Sup- 
position, be 
deducted 
fromthe , 
Sinking F und - 
in each Year.” 


5 January, 1816 


| 5 January, 1817 
5 January, 1818 
5 January, 1819 
5 January, 1820 
5 January, 1821 
5 January, 1822 

5 January, 1823 
5 January, 1824 
5 January, 1825 
5 January, 1826 


260,925,615 
247,998,404 
235,598,484 
223,818,560 
212,627,632 
201,996,251 


182,301,618 
173,186,538 
164,527,212 


156,300,852 


191,896,439 


£. 

12,925,211 
12,399,920 
11,779,924 
11,190,928 
10,631,381 
10,099,812 

9,594,821 

9,115,080 
8,659,326 
8,226,360 


7 815,042 


é. 
247,998,404 


235,598,484 
223,818,560 


212,627,632 
201,996,251 


191,896,439 


182,301,618 


173,186,538 


164,527,212 


156,300,852 | 


148,485,810 


1,171,551 


1,239,992 
1,177,992 
1,119,093 
1,063,138 
1,009,981 
959,482 
“911,508 
865,932 
922,636 


781,504 


3 Note.—This, as well as the preceding Table D, is calculated on a supposition of 
Three a cents. remaining at 60, during the whole period of these ten years. 
¢ effect of some other suppositions in this respect wil] appear in other Tables. 


Sheving the Total Amount of the Excrsss of the present Sinking Fund in each 
'. Year after the Year 1816, above the Amount of Interest on the Unredeemed 
’ Debt, if the whole Excesses were deducted as they arise, see of deduct- 


"PARE: PAPERS.—Pabies anid Calculations veepécting 


TABLE E. 2. 


ing only the Portions of those Excesses stated in Table D2. 


‘Three Per Cent. Stocks are supposed to be at ae pense at Four per Cent. 


| never the whole of this Calculation. 


[xlviit 


1. 2. 3. 4. 6. 
| Amount of % _ | Amount of the 
oney Capital — = Excesses which! 
of the present Par Sinking |(M yl Capital | would on the 
bt remaining] fund, deducting e same Supposi- 
funredeemed at} as they arise the Debt at the be deducted] 
theCommence-|whole of the Ex-} Close of each from the 
ment of each nar bg Year. Sinking Fund 
Year. Debt. in each Year. 
1816 = ~ |*329,220,503 | 12,392,041 | 316,898,462 138,984 
1817 ~ = 1 316,898,462 | 12,675,938 | 304,292,524 |. 1,014,075 
1818 = | 304,222,524 | 12,168,900 292,053,6¢4 | 973,512 
1819 = -| 392,053,624 | 11,682,144 | 280,371,480 | 934,570 
| 
1820 = =| 280,371,480 | 11,214,859 | 269,156,621 | - 897,189. 
1821 - 269,156,621 | 10,766,264 | 258,390,357 | 861,300 
1822 = =| 258,390,357 | 10,386,614 | 248,054,743 | 826,849 | 
1823 > = | 248,054,743 9,922,189 | 238,132,554 793,774 
1824 = | 238,132,554 | 9,595,302 | 228,607,252 | 762,024. 
1825 = - 228,607,252 | 9,144,e90-} 219,462,968 | 751,543- 
1886 - 219,462,962 8,778,518 | 210,684,444 | 702,281 


> 


* See Note to Table D. 2. 
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RARL. PARERS the Plat of 


¢ 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Excesses of thie present Sinking Fund in éach 
Year after the Year 1816, above the Amount of Jaterest on the Unredeemed 
Debt, if the whole Excesses were deducted as they arise, instead of deduct- 
ing only the Portions of theee Excesses mat in Table D. 3. 


Three per Cent. jpet Cent. 
throughout the whole of this Calculation. 
7 
Amount of 3 
Amount 
Amount of Money in each Year of an anemia the 5 
the the Money Capital which would, 
-|-present Debt-re- | Sinking F on the above 
mainingunredeemed), th of the same Supposition, 
Year. at the of the | Debt atthe | be deducted 
Commencement | Excesses above from the 
the Laterest ¢ | Sinking und 
each ‘Year. “of the each Year. | in each Year. 
1817 413,923,358 | 12,227,554 | 401,595,804 546,506, 
1818 401,595,304 | 12,047,874 | 389,547,930 | 722,873 
1819 | —$89;547,980 | 11,686,437 | 377,861,493 | 701,186 
1820 577,861,493 | 11,335,844 | $66,525,649 | 680,150 
1821 366;525,649 | 10,995,769 | 355,529,880} 659,746 | 
1822 * $55,529,880 | 10,665,896 | 344,863,984 | 639,953 
1823 544,863,984 | 10,345,919 | $34,518,065 | 620,755. 
1824 | $34,518,065 | 10,035,541 | 324,482,524]  Go2,1g2 
1825 | $24,482,524 | 9,734,475 | 314,748,019 | 584,068 © | 
1826 | 314,748,049 | 9,442,841 | 305,305,608 | 566,546 | 


See Note to Table D. 3. 
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PARL. PAPERS.—Tabies end Céleulations respecting 


TABLE E. 4. 


Shewing at ene viewthe different Res utts of the three Tables, E, E2, and ES. 


Ist Surrosition—Table E. 
The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. 


Supposition—Table E. 
The 3 per Cents, are sopponed to continue at 75. 


3d E. 
The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at Par. 


Ist Surrosrrrow, || 2d Surrosrrion. || 34 
Amount Amount Amount 
of of of 
|] The Excesses The Excesses The Excesses 
YEAR. Ree would, on ||which would,on thellwhich would, on the} 
t upposition, be above Supposition, || above Supposition, 
deducted. from the be deducted from || be frome 
_ in each Year. in each Year, in each 
1817 || 1,239,992 . 1,014,075., 546,506 
1818}, 1,177,992] 973,512, 722,878 
|} 1,119,093, 934,570 701,186 
1820 || 1063,138 | 897,189. |} 680,150 
1821 1,009,981 {| 861,300 659,746 
1822 |} 959,482}. 826,849 639,953 
| 1ses |} 822,686 731,543] —- 504068 
1826 781,506. 708,281 566,546 
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PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 


| 


the Total Amount of the Dear charged on the War Taxes, as it 
given Year, if Peace 


inking Fund applicable 


Shewing, 
will stand at the Commencement and Close of an 
were then mate :—and also the Total Amount of the 


in any given Year to the Extinction of such Debt. The 3 per Cents. being 
supposed in this Table, as well as in the Tables‘G. H. and I. to continue at 60. 
2. 3. 4, 5. 
Amount 
Amount of | 
the War Debt of the Amount of the 
remaining un- | Sinking Fund ° 
Year, at same Debt, 
e Commence- 
Commencing — each | War Debt -| at the Close of 
ear, durin 
at the same each Year. 
| of the War. Periods. ‘ 
5 January 1807 - =| 12,000,000 . 11,400,000 P 
5 January 1808 - - =| 23,400,000 1,230,000 | 22,170,000 
5 January 1809 - - ~-| 34,170,000 1,891,500 32,278,500 
5 January 1810 - - ~| 46,278,500 | 2,686,075 | 43,592,425 | 
5 January 1811 = - =| 59,592,425 3,620,378 55,972,047 
5 January 1812 = - =| 71,972,047 | — 4,601,396 | 67,370,651 
5 January 1813 + - -]| 83,370,651 5,631,455 77,739,186 
5 January 1814 = ~ =| 93,739,186 6,713,038 87,026,148 
5 January 1815 - ~ ~-|103,026,148 |° 7,848,689 | 95,177,459 
5 January 1810 = = ~| 111,177,459 9,041,123 | 102,136,336 
5 January 1817 - - | 118,136,336 | 10,293,179 | 107,843,157 
5 January 1818 - - ~| 123,843,157 | 11,607,837 | 112,235,320 
‘3 January 1819 128,235,320 | 12,988,228 | 115,247,092 
5 January 1820. - - -/ 131,247,092 | 14,437,639 | 116,809,443 
5 January: 1821 - - -~| 128,809,453 | 14,559,520 | 114,249,933 
5. January 1822 - - ~-| 126,249,933 | 4,687,496 |, 111,562,437 
5 January 1823 - - ~| 123,562,437 | 14,821,870 | 108,740,567 
5 January 1824 = - -| 122,740,567 | 14,862,963 | 107,877,604 
5 January 1825 = - -| 123,877,604 | 14,806,111 | 109,071,493 
5 January 1826 - - -| 125,071,493 | 14,746,416 | 110,325,077 


* Note.—In this Table, and in the succeeding Tables G. H. and I. the respective sinkin 
funds for the reduction of the respective debts are sypposed to operate by compo 
interest at the yearly rate of five per cent.: but the respective sinking funds are issued to the 
commissioners quarterly. For this reason, the capitals of debt redeemed, and the pro- 
gressive amounts of the sinking funds, will be greater than the eOmputations in this and - 
‘the other Tables G. H.and I. represent them, thoygh not in such a proportion as to make 
it necessary to embarrass the accounts by taking into consideration the several different rates 
of interest correspondent to the periodi¢al issues of the sinking funds for the reduction of 
debt by quarterly payments. 
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PARL, PAPERS. Tables ant Calculations respecting [vi 


Shewing, the Total Amount of Dent charged an the War-Taxes, as it will s‘and at the » 
Commencement and Close of any given Year, if Peace were then made: And also, the 
Total Amopnt of the Sinking Fund applicable in any given Year to the Extinction of ' 
such Debt.—The Price of Stocks is supposed to vary in the manner stated in Column 2 


of this Table. +e 
1 2. 3 4, 5, 6. 
of the Amount Amount 
n Capital of of the f the Money 
& | remaining |Sinking Fund] Capital of References tothe Effect produced on the 
©  |unredeemed| 
Jgyee at the of the the same ‘Amount of the Money Capital of the ~ 
Year.}| @& | Commence-|> 
| of Whr Debt Debt - Debt, by theRise of the Funds, in the 
S each Year, 
i during the atthe | at the Close || different Periods here supposed. 
of the {same Periods. lof each Year/ 


War. 


18071 60° ==5| 12,000,000] 600,000 } 11,400,000 
1808 | 24,000,000] 1,260,000 | 22,740,000 
1809 |---- - -| 94,740,000] 1,949,850 | 32,790,150 


. ‘scr | 4 
1810 66-6644 48,611,895 | 2,812,467 | 45,799,958 
1812 | 70°58=44le 77,390,937 | 4,910,884 | 72,180,055 8 
isis |- - - >| 88,480,035} 6,059,596 | 82,440,457 
1815 (| 112,386,707} 8,506,529 108,830,178 Fi 2 5 2 
1817 || £ o || 126,025,088 11,159,061 | 114,864,527 3352 2 
% || 190,864,397] 12,565,423 | 118,298,904 ||_ 
isi9 || & 134,298,904 | 14,028,039 | 120,270,865 || 2 3 
|{ 2 || 192,791,705] 15,691,126 | 117,030,579 & 
1822 | 129,650,579 | 15,838,771 | 113,191,808 = 
1823 |! | 125,191,808} 15,992,321 109,199,487 oe 
|] || 128,190 487) 16,072,015 | 107,197,475 2228 
“1825 123,197,474] 16,074,893 | 107,052,481 
1926 {J 123,052,581 | 16,077,888 | 106,974,695 


* Note.—In this Table, and in the succeeding Tables G.2, H. 2, and I. 2, the respec- 

tive sinking funds for the reduction of the respective debts are supposed to operate b; 
compound interest atthe respective yearly rates stated in column 2 of this Table: But the 
respective sinking funds are issued to the commissioners quarterly.- For these reasons the 
capitals of debt redeemed, and the progressive amounts of the ‘sioking funds, will be greater 
_ than the computations. in this and the pther tables G. 2, H.2, and I. 2, represent them, 
- though not in.sach a proportion as to make it necessary to embarrass the accounts by taking 
into consideration the several different rates of interest correspondent to the periodical issues 

of the sinking funds for the reduction of debt; by quarterly payments. =~ © 


3 
f 
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Shéwing the Total Amount of the Dear chatged on the War Taxes, as it 
.Commencement and Close of any given Year, if Peace were then made: Afd also, the 
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[Wi 


TABLE F. 3.* 


will stand at the 


» Total Amount of the Sinking Fund applicable in any given Year to the Extinction of 


such Debt.—The Prices of Stocks are supposed to vary in the Manner stated in Column 2 
of this Table. ; : 
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 
Amount of bd 
3 Capital of Amount of the 
a oo | War Debi of the |Money Capi-||Reference to the Effect produced on the 
2 5 remaining | 
&: ® unredeemed {Sinking Fund} tal of the Amount of the Money Capital of the 
yun] |commence. | of te same Debt Debt, by the Rise of the Funds, in th 
3 ment of each| War Debt at the 
at the Close of difierent Periods here supposed, 
ance of the |same Periods.| each Year. 
War. 
Ls £. Li 
1807} 60 =5] 12,000,000 600,000 | 11,100,000 
1808 | 24,666,666 | -1,290,000 | 23,376,656 = 
1809} - - -.-| 35,376,666 | 2,003,050 | 33,368,616 ¢ 
1810 | 75 jb51,559,693 | 2,938,412 | 48,601,281 83 
= 
3811] - |,64,60i,281 | 4,015,948 | 60,585,533 
1812] 85.71=3$¢ 85,240,380 | 5,216,585 | 80,023,795 
1813 | - - | 96,023,795 | 6,439,165 | 89,584,630 9 
1814 | Par. =3 '4120,515,401| 7,784,535 | 112,730,866 || 
1815 |) f 128,730,866 | . 9,198,071 | 119,592,795 || 3 3 
1816 195,592,795 | 10,532,213 | 125,060,582 3 
1817 S || 141,060,582 | 11,968,179 | 129,092,408 | BS = 5 82s 
1818 || || 145,092,403 | 15,447,204 | 191,645,179 
1819 |} ‘Ss || 147,645,179 | 14,970,640 | 192,674,539 FOS a 3 & 
1820 148,674,539 | 16,539,759 | 132,134,780 |} $$ 3 2 
| | 144,134,780 | 16,675,951 | 127,458,899 8 $ 
Dn 
1822 |} % || 139,458,829 | 16,816,229 | 122,642,600 
1823 |! S | |138,642,600 | 16,960,715 | 117,681,885 <. 
1824 8 ||191,681,885 | 17,049,596 | 114,632,349 
1825 3 | 130,632,549 |1 7,081,022 | 113,551,327 
1826 < L | 129,551,997 | 17,119,452 | 119,497,875 


* Note.—In this Table, and in the succeeding TablesG. $, H. 3, and I. 3, the 


tive sinking funds for the reduction i 
pound interest at the respective yearly rates stated in column 2 


of the respective debts are supposed to operate by com- 


of this Table : but the 


tive sinking funds are issyed to the commissioners quarterly: For these reasons the capitals 


of debt redeemed, and the 


in such @ proportion as to 


deration 


ive amounts of the sinking funds, will be greater than the 
computations in this and the other Tables G. 3, H. 3, and I. 3, represent them, though not 


make it necessary to embarrass the accounts 
several different rates of interest correspondent to the 
sinking funds for the reduction of debt by quarterly payments. > 


by taking into consi- 
of 


} 
respec- - 
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F. 4. 


TABLE 
different Resuurs of the three Tables, F, F. 2, and F. 3. 


Shewing at one view the 


1st Surrositiox—Table F.——-The 3 per 


period of 20 Years, 


Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole 


(viz. 
3; then to 
rise to 70.58, and se 


fer the Ist Year 


to 
to rise to 75. and to con- 


1g 1808 and 1809 


to 


Years, viz 


uring 1810 and 1811 


85.71, and so te 


. in 1814, to rise to Par, and to continue 


sed to continue for the Ist Year (v 
ears, viz. during 1808 and 1809; then\to 


1810 and 1811; then to rise to 


8 
gs 
gee Sg 
> 
lees | 
2S 
25 
ESSSSES 
3° 
S238 


YEAR. 


4 


Ist SurrosiTion. Qd Surpositi0N. 3d Surrosrrion. 
the Money Amount of the L Amount of the ‘ 
Capital of Money Capital Money Capi- 
War Debt re-; Amount of | Amount of || of War Debt} Amount Amount tal of War Amount Amount 
maining un- | the Sinking | Money Ca- || remaining of the of the Debt remain-| of the _ of the — 
redeemed at | Fund of the | pital of the |} unredeemed {Sinking Fund |MoneyCapitalljing unredeem-|Sinking Fund|Money Capi- 
the Com- {| War Debt | same Debt, at the | of the of the attheCom-| of the tal of the 
mencement | at the same | at the Close || Commence- | War Debt | same Debt, jaiencementof| War Debt | same Debt, 
ofeach Year.| Periods. of each ment of cach} at the same | at the Close || each Year, | at the same | at the Close 
during the Year. - Year, © Periods. | of each Year.|| during the Periods. of each 
Continuance during the Continuance Year. 
of the War. Continuance of the War. 
of the War. 3 . 

12,000,000 600,000 | 11,400,006 |} 12,000,000 600,000 | 11,400,000 |} 12,000,000 600,000 | 11,400,000 
23,400,000 | 1,230,000 | 22,170,000 |} 24,000,000 | 1,260,000 | 22,740,000 |] 24,666,666 | 1,290,000 | 23,376,666 
34,170,000 1,891,500 | 32,278,500 || 34,740,000 1,949,850 | 32,790,150 35,376,666 2,008,050 | 33,368,616 
46,278,500 2,686,075 | 43,592,425 48,611,825 2,812,467 | 45,799,358 51,539,695 2,938,412 | 48,601,281 
59.592,425 | 3,620,578 | 55,972,047 |] 61,799,358 | 3,819,028 } 57,980,330 |} 64,601,281 | 4,015,948 | 60,585,333 
11,972,047 4,601,596 | 67,370,651 || 77,390,937 | 4,910,884 | 72,480,053 |} 85,240,380 | 5,216,585 | 80,023,795 
83,370,651 5,631,465 | 77,739,186 || 88,480,053 6,039,596 | 82,440,457 || 96,023,795 6,439,165 | 89,584,630 © 
93,739,186 | 6,713,038 { 87,026,148 || 103,592,985 | 7,256,278 | 95,336,707 || 120,515,401 | 7,784,535 | 112,730,866 

103,026,1 48 7,848,689 | 95,177,459 || 112,336,707 8,506,529 | 103,830,178 |} 128,730,866 9,138,0%1 | 119,592,795 
111,177,459 9,041,123 | 102,136,536 || 119,830,178 9,806,790 | 110,023,388 |] 135,592,795 | 10,532,215 | 125,060,582 
118,156,536 | 10,293,179 | 107,843,157 || 126,023,388 | 11,159,061 | 114,854,327 || 141,060,582 . 11,968,179 | 129,092,403 
123,843,157 | 11,607,837 } $12,235,320 130,864,327 | 12,565,423. ] 118,298,904 | 145,092,403 | 13,447,224 | 131,645,179 
128,235,320 | 12,988,228 | 115,247,092 || 194,298,904 | 14,028,039 | 120,270,865 | 147,645,179 | 14,970,640 | 132,674,539 
131,247,092 | 14,437,639 | 116,899,455 || 136,270,865 | 15,549,1°0 | 120,721,705 || 148,674,539 | 16,539,759 | 132,134,780 
128,809,453 | 14,559,520 | 114,249,933 |] 132,721,705 | 15,691,196 | 197,030,579 || 144,134,780 | 16,675,951 | 127,458,829" 
126,249,933 | 14,687,496 | 111,562,437 | 129,050,579 | 15,838,771 | 113,191,808 }| 139,458,829 | 16,816,229 | 122,642,600 ., 
123,562,437 14,821,870 | 108,750,567 || 125,191,808 | 15,992,521 | 109,199,487 |; 134,642,600 | 16,960,715 | 117,681,885. i 
122,740,567 | 14,862,963 | 107,877,604 |] 123,199,487 | 16,072,013-| 107,127,474 || 151,681,885 | 17,049,556 | 114,632,349 | 
123,877,604 | 14,806,111 | 109,071,493 |] 123,127,474 | 16,074,893 | 107,052,581. || 180,632,349 | 17,081,022 | 113,551,327 
125,071,493 | 14,'746,416 110,325,077 || 123,052,581 16,077,888 | 106,974,693 |) 129,551,527 | 17,113,452 | 112,437 875. H 
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ki} PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. {lxii 
TABLE G.* 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Dest created by the Supplementary Loans, 
as it will stand at the Commencement and Close of any given Year, if Peace t 
were then made.—And also, the Total Amount of the Sinking Fund applicable 
in any given Year to the Extinction of such Debt.. : 
1. 2. 4 5. 
Amount of the 


Supplementary | © Amount 


Debtremaining} of the. Amount 
Year, at und of the 
e Commence- of the same Debt 
Commencing, . | ment of each {Supplementary} the 
|Year, during the} .. Debt at the Close of 
Continuance of} same Periods. | each. Year. 
the War. 
— 
5 January, 1807 . 200,000 | 3,333 196,666 
5 January, 1808; .| 1,596,666 | 26,832 | | 1,569,834 | 
January, 1809. .| 4,169,834 , 71,506 | 4,098,5¢8 | 
5 January, 1810. .| 6,098,328 | 108,414. | 5,989,914 
5 January, 1811. .| 7,589,914 |. 140,500] 7,449,414 
5 January, 1812. .| 10,649,414 | 200,958 10,448,556 
5 January, 1813). .| 15,248,556.|. 290,900 | 14,957,656 
5 January, 1814. .| 21,857,656}. ; 412,111 | 20,945,545 
5: January, 1815 . 28,945,545 596,049 28,379,496 |... 
5 January, 1816). . 37,979,496 754,351! | 97,225,145 
5 January, 1817 48,425,145 978,734 | 47,446,411 


5 January, 1818. 60,246,411 01,241,003 59,005,408 
5 January, 1819 . 73,405,408 |. 1,543,053. 71,862,355 
5 January, 1820 87,862,355 1,886,871 85,975,484 
January, 1821 . . 1053975,484 19,914,547 103,660,937 
5 January, 1822... 123,660,937 2,763,607 120,897,330 
January, 1893 . .| 1403897,330 |... 32354120. | 137,662,010 
$ January, 1824 . .| 155,662,210'| 3,606,876 | 151,965,394) 
5 January, 1825 . .| 167,965,334 | 4,148,385 | 163,816,949 | 
5 January, 1806 +1 170,816,949 4622)470 | “175,194,479 


* See Note to Table F. 
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_ PARL. PAPERS.—Tabies Caleulations respecting 
“TABLE G.2.* 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Dest created by the SureLemeNn TARY Loans, 
as it will stand at the Commencement and Close of auy given Year, if Peace 
were then made :, And also, the Total Amount of the Sinking Fund applicable 
in any given Year to the Extinction of such Debt.—The Price of Stocks is 

supposed to vary in the manner stated in Column 2. of this Table. 


Of Maney: to the BAect pn 
upplementa’ the t of th 
Debt remain: fishing Fupd Capital of | Money 
ng unredee e Debt, the Rise ‘of 
at the Com- the seme the 
mencement of Debt at the Fands, in the different Periods here - 
each Year, tary Debt | 
the atthe | Close of ff Supposed. 
the War. jsame Periods) Year. 


ontinuance 


| 


200,000} 196,667 
e 7,607,017] 5,664} —1,589.359 
4,181,353] 4,113,305 | 
6,341,821] 101,985 | 6,240,538 
129842 | 710,696 
11,364,266 181,092 | 11,183,244 
15,083,244 956,722 | 15,726,522 
23,109,429 | | 950,965 | 22,756,464 
90)756,464 | $0,289,715) 
39,882,715 620,698 39,262,017 
50,462,017] 794,858 | 49,667,159 
62,467,159 | 997,518, 61,469,841. 
15,869,841 1,229,210 | 74,640,631 
90j640,631 | 1,491,912 | 89,148,990. 
109,148,920 | 1,818,045 | 107,390,875 
125,179,448 
145,173,443 | 2,510,595 | 142,669,048 
160,663,048 2,850,810} 157,812,298 
173,812,238 8,178,175 170,634,063 
186,684,0631- 3,518,635 | 189,115,498 


70.58 


per Cents, at 75. 


207,017| 3 -per Cents, at 68.16 


‘Money 

Capital in- 

in conse- 

quence of 
Rise of} 

the Funds.| 


196,667 | 


4,115,305 | 4,341,821] 3 per Centgvat 66.66 
7,710,696 | 8,164,266] 3°per Cents.:at 


‘Rise of the’ 
Funds. 
‘13,786,592 | 16,709,499) 5 


| 


Capi- 
Year. rtal before the } i 


out the r@st of this period of 20 © 


Years. 


And to continue at that Rate threugh- 


| 41810 | 
| 


FS 


440; R04 
* 


bd 


1. 
1807 | 60. 
1808 63.1648] 
109} - - - - | 
1810 | 66.6644) | 
1812 | 70.5844 | 
1813 - - 
1814 | Td. 
1815 f 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
13820. 
1821 
1822" 
1993 
38% 
1996 | 3 
el 


we 


es 


PARL, PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 


"TABLE. G. 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Dest created by the SurrprewENTARY Loans, 
as it will stand at the Commencement and Close of any given Year, if Peace 
were then made : And also, the Total Amount of the Sinkirig Fund applicable 
in any Piven Year to the Extinction of such Debt.—The Price of Stocks is 
supposed to vary in the manner stated in Column 2. of this Table. 


1. 2. 3. 4. 5, 6. 
& aks of Money to produced on 
4\% SupplementarY sinking Fund) Capital.of |}. the Amount of the Money Capital 
ing unredeem of the of the Debt, by the Rise ‘of the 
& | at the Com- the 
Year.| «  (& | mencementof Sapplemes ut the Funds, in the different Periods here 
each Year, tary Debt 
3 3 at the Close of | supposed. 
the War, |same Periods.) year. 
10" || 60. 209,000 5,333 196,667 8 é 
1808 |) 66.66—-44\2 1,618,518 24,501 | 1,549,017 & 
1809 4,194,017 64,606 | 4,129,411 
1810 | =4 |b 6,645,587 94,179 | 6,551,403 8 é3 
| ¢ 12,979,576 i61,385 | 12,218,191 |} 
1815 - 17,018,191 222,035 | 16,796,156 
1814} Par, 3 25,995,515 293,806 | 25,701,709 
1815 |) 42 | 33,701,709 382,620 | 53,319,089 || 5 2 3 
1816 ||| 42,919,089 490,098 | 42,428,991 2 
817 || 3 53,628,991 | 616,800 | 53,012,191 |} 
isis || 65,812,191 763,304 | 65,048,887 $2 
1819 |) 79,448,887} 930,203 | 78,518,684. pease | & & 
23 4| 94,518,684 | 1,118,109 93,400,575 
1822 23 132,048,993 | 1,592,201 | 130,456,722 4 Ss = = i= 
|| 166,616,755 | 2,075,166 | 164,541,589 
1895 | 180,541,589 | 2,297,490 | 178,944,169 3 
1826 |) 194,244,169 2,526,34¢ | 191,717,827. 


Vou. 


* See Note to Table F. 2 
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iz. 
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Surposition. 3d 


lst. Suprosrtron. 


of 
Money 

Capital of the 

Supplemen- 


Amountof 

Money Capi-|_ 
talofthe Sup-[| -Amount 
plementary of the 


to 70.58, and so 


r 

“Amount of 
Money Capital 
of the Supple- 
meatary Debt 


1se 


Amonrnt 
of the 


Amount of Amount 


of the 


Amount of 


to rise to Par, and to cont 


then to r 


continue for the Ist Year 
during 1808 and 1809 
1814, to rise to 75. and to con. 


> 


; ‘then to rise to 85.71, and so to 


iz. 
iz. in 


. 


tary Debt re- 
maining un- 
redeemed at 
the Com- 
mencement 
iof each Year, 
during the 


the Sinking 
Fund of the 
Supplemen- 
tary Debt 
at the same 
Periods. 


Money Ca- 
pital of the 
same Debt, 
atthe Close 
of each 
Year. 


remaining 
unredeemed 
at the 
Commence- 
ment of each 
Year, 
during the 


Sinking Fund 


of the 
Supplemen- 
tary Debt 
at the same 


MoneyCapital 


of ‘the 
same Debt, 
at the Close 


of each Year. 


Debt remain- 
ing unredeem- 
ed at the Com- 
Imencement of 
each Year, 
during the 


of.the . 
Supplenten- 
tary Debt 
at the same 


Money Capi- 
tal of the ‘+ 
‘same Debt, 
at the Close 
of each 
Year. 


three Tables, G, G.2, and G. 3. 


Periods. Periods. | 
. Continuance OMe 
of the War. 


Continuance 
of the War. 


200,000 - 
1,607,017 
4,181,353 
6,341,821 
7,840,538 
11,364,266 
15,983,244 
93,109,429 
30,756,464 
39,882,115 
50,462,017 
62,467,159 
15,869,841 
90,640,631 
109,148,920 
127,330,875 
145,173,443 
160,663,048 
173,812,238 
186,634,063 


Continuance 
of the War. 


- 200,000 
1,596,666 
4,169,834 
6,098,328 
7,589,914 

10,649,414 
155248,556 
21,357,656 
28,945,545 
37,979,496 
48,421,145 
~ 60,246,411 
13,405,408 
87,862,355 
105,975,484 . 
123,660,937 
140,897,530 
155,662,210 
167,965,334 
179,816,949 


196,667 
1,594,017 | 
129,411 
551,408 
039,129 

12,218,191 

16,796,156 

3 


1810 and 1811 


two Years, viz. during 1808 and 1809; then to 


810 and 1811 


re supposed to continue for the Ist Year (v 


3,333 196,667 
25,664 2,591,953" 
68,048 | 4,113,305 
101,283 | 6,210,538 
129,812 | 7,710,696 

1813022 | 11,182,234 

236,722 15,726,522 4 
$52,965 | 22,756,464 
473,749 30,282,715 
620,698 | 39,262,017 
794,858 | 49,667,159 
. 997,318 | 61,469,841 
1,229,210 | 74,640,631 
1,491,711 | 89,148,920 
1,818,045 | 107,330,875 
2,157,432 | 125,173,443 
2,510,595 } 142,663,048 
2,850,810 | 157,812,238 


rise to 66.66, and so to continue fortwo Years, viz. during 
ing | 


and then, viz.in 1814, 


Cents. are supposed to 
at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years. 


duri 


continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813 


4,194,017 
6,645,587 
8,151,408 
12,379,576 | 
17,018,191 
25,995,515; 
33,701,709 »319,089 
42,919,089 | 42,428,991 
53,628,991 53,012,191 - 
65,812,191 | 65,048,887 
79,448,887 78,518,684 
94,518,684 | 93,400,575 
113,400,575 112,048,923 
132,048,923 130,456,722 
150,456,722 148,616,755 
166,616,755 164,541,589 
3,178,175 170,634,063 |] 180,541,589 | 178,244,169 
3,518,635 | 183,115,428 194,244,169 | 2,526,342 | 191j717,827 


2. 


of the Period of 20 Years. 


TABLE G. 4.. 


Shewing at one View the different Resutts ‘of the 


[st Surrosrrriox—Table G.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole 


3701,709 


37,225,145 
AT, 46,411 
59,005,408 

11,862,355 

103,660,937. 

120,897,330 

137,662,210 

151,965,334 

163,816,949 

195,194,479 


to 63.16, and-so to continue for two Years, v 


ise 


Surrosition—Table G. 2.—.—The 3 per 


od of 20 Years. 


3d Suprosition—Table G. 3.——The 3 per Cents a 
1807) at 60. ; then te rise to 66.66, and so to continue for 


ri 
2d 


1807) at 60.; then tor 
rise to 75. and so to continue for two Years, viz. 


to continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and.then,,v 
tinue at that Price throughout the rest 
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PARL. PAPERS.—the Now Plan of Finance. 
TABLE H.* 


Shewing the Total Amount of the present Dest, as it will stand at the Commence- 
-ment and Close of any given Year; and also, the Total Amount of the Sinking 
‘Fund applicable in each Year to the Extinction of such Debt ; the Portions of 
“the Excesses of the Sinking Fund above the Interest of the Existing Debt for 

the Time being, which will be zpplied in Diminution of the Amount of New 
‘Taxes, as by Table D. having been first deducted from such Sinking Fund in 
each Year. 
2. 
Amount of the 


3. 4, 5. 


Year, 


_ Commencing 


present Debt 


Commence- 


| ment of each 


Year. 


Amount of the 


remaining un- 
present Sinking 


redeemed at the 


Fund a@the 
same Periods. 


Amount of th 


satne Debt at 
the Close of 
each Year. 


| 5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, 1814_ 


5 January, 
5 January, 
5 
5 January, 
5 January, 
§ January, 
5 
5 January, 
January, 
5 January, 
January, 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 


1811 


1812 . 


1813 


1815 
1816 
1817 


1318 . 
1819 


1820 
1321 
1822 


1823 . 
1824 . 
1825 .. 


£. 


.| 344,462,013 - 


326,528,011 


$16,883,018 
306,755,776 


.| 296,122,172 
284,956,888 


273,233,340 
| 260,923,615 


.| 247,998,404 
|| 235,173,599 
222,560,887 
210,277,540 


198,446,692 
187,357,635 
177,047,459 
167,555,103 


352,793,722 


$35,713,719 


158,788,140 |. 
150,649,490 


8,331,709 
8,748,294 
9,185,708 
9,644,993 
10,127,242 
10,633,604 
11,165,284 

11,723,548. 
12,309,725 
12,925,211 
12,824,805 
12,612,712 
12,289,347 
11,830,848 
11,089,057 
10;310,176 
9,492,351 
8,766,968 
8,138,650 


7,592,474 


“Le 
344,462,013 
335,713,719 
$26,528,011 
316,883,018 
306,7 55,776 
296,122,172 
284,956,888 


273,233,340 


260,923,615 
247,998,404 
235,173,599 
222,560,887 
210,277,540 
198,446,692 
187,357,635 
177,047,459 


167,555,108 
158,788,140 | 
150,649,490 


143,117,016 


5 January, 1826 .. 


* See Note to Table F, 
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Price of 3 per Cent. Stock 
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60. 


—80. 
63,16-84.21 
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b 360,062,491 
931,914,197 


358,489,106 
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348,889,987 


"0.58294. 355,965,144 
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t the rest of this . 


And to continue at that Rate 


throughou 
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Period of 20 Years. 
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945,482,664 
2 352,461,041 
r| 341,068,620 
329,220,503 
$16,898,462 

304}292,594 
291,722,915 

279,489,894 

267,621,614 
256,345,269 
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217,154,619 


235,664,042) . 
226,202,728} 


8,331,709 


8,748,294 
9,163,837 
9,599,119 
10,031,079 
10,482,477 
10,927,982 
11,392,491 
11,848,117 
12,322,041 
12,675,958. 
12,5003509 
12,232)321 
11,868,280 
11,276,345 
10,660,732 | 
10;020;495° 
9,461,314 
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8,686,184 
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348,889,987 
338,858,908 
345,482,664 
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341,068,620 
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316,898,462 
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the Funds. 
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Che 5 Per Cents. be 
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4 Per Cents. at 88° 
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5 4 Per Cents. at Par. 


5 Per Cents. at Par. 


4 Per Cents. at'‘Q4-1 1, 
3 Per Ceuts. at‘70°58; 


3 Per Cents. 75. ~ 


is year fre: 


£ 480,599.) 
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Rate of Interest per Cent. 


Amount of 
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Sinking Fund 
at the 
same Periods, 
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=5 
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15. Rar. =4 


=34 


352,793,722 


§3771,396,355 
368,648,061 
¢ 598,325,239 
388,667,384 
419,160,729 
408,714,794 
448,410,358 
437,220,413 
425,694,770 
413,823,358 
401,595,804 
389,513,424 
377,644,573. 
366,059,657 
354,927,194 
344,260,758 


323,914,948 
314,197,500 


333,932,936. 


8,331,709 


8,748,294, 
9,241,967 
9,657,855 
10,044,169 
* 10,445,935 
10,811,542 
11,189,945 
11,525,643" 
11,871,412 
19,297,554 
12,082,380 
11,868,85] 
11,584,916. 
11,132,463 
10,666,436 
10,327,822 
10,017,988 
9,717,448 
9,425,925 


344,462,013 
368,648,061 
359,406,094 
388,667,384 
378,623,215. 
408,714,794 
397,903,252 
437,220,413 


425,694,770 


413,823,358 
401,595,804 
389,513,424 
377,644,573 
366,059,657 
354,927,194 
344,260,758 
333,932,936 
323,914,948 
314,197,500 
304,771,575 


‘ 


48 052,931 
46,807,684 
445,491,074 


Nominal Capital. 


48,052,931 
37,446,147 
267,294,644 


£.352,193,722 


Money Capital. } 


5 Per Cent. at Par, 
4 Per Cent. at 80. 
3 Per Cent, at 60. *: 


the Funds. 
344,462,013 
48,052,931 


Money Capital 
before the Rise of 


‘Money Capital 
increased in 


Rise of the Funds. 
48,052,931 


 £1.296,409,082 


$29,343,424 


consequence of the} 


‘ 


Per Cent. at 88.88. 


is 


£. 377,396,355 


5 Per Cent. at Par. 1 


Per Cent, at 66.66.} 


359,406,094 
48,052,931 


“48,052,931 


311,353,163 


350,272,308 


5 Per Cent. at’ Par. 


3 Per Cent. at 75. 


£. 398,325,239 


573,623,215, 
94,860,615 


£. 283,762,600 


94,860,615 
324,300,114 
£.419,160,729 


4&5 Per Ceots. at Par, 
3 Per Cents. at 85.71. 


397,909,252 
94,860,615 


303,042,637 


94,860,615 
353,549,743 


4 & 5 PerCents. at Par. 
3 Per Cents. at Par. 


L£. 448,410,358 


if 1810 
1814 


The 5 Per Cents, being at the commencement of this Yeer reduced to a4 per 
Cent. Fund, there will be a saving Of Interest tothe Amountof 


The 4 Per Cents. being at the commencement of this Year reduced to a r 
Cent, Fund, there will bea saving of Interest to the Amount of 1 o4bOo6.| 


L.480,529. 


6. - 


* See Note to Table. F. 3. 
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iz. 


1Z. 
> 


od. of 20 Years. 


3 
vi 


viz. 
viz. in 


are supposed to 


and then, v 
and then, 


352,793,722 8,331,709 344,462,013 


> 

> 


for two Years, v 
during 1810 and 1811 


ents. are sup 


é.. 


during 1810 and 1811 


nue for two Years, 


TABLE H. 4. 
rent Resuits of the 'T 
r Cents. 


.——T he 3 per Cents. are supposed to ¢ 


nt 


viz. 
2 and 1813 


f the Period of 20-Years. -- 
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during 181 


H. 2.——The 3 per C 
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then to rise to 63,16, and so to continue 
for two Years, 
viz. 


inue 


By 


od of 20 Years. - 


Shewing at one V 


Ist Surrostrrox—Table H 
3d Surrosition—Table H 3. 


344,462,013 
335,713,719 
326,528,011 
316,883,018 
306,755,716 
296,122,172 
284,956,888 
273,233,340 
260,923,615 
247,998,404 
235,173,599 
222,500,887 
210,277,540 
198,446,692 
187,557,635 
177,047,459 
167,555,108 
158,788,140 
150,649,490 


8,748,294 
9,185,708 
9,644,993 

10,127,242 
10,633,604 
11,165,284 
11,723,548 
12,309,725 
12,995,211 
12,824,805 
12,612,712 


11,830,848 
11,089,057 
10,310,176 
9,492,351 
8,766,968 
8,138,650 
1,532,474 


12,283,347 


335,713,719 
326,528,011 
316,883,018 
306,755,776 
296,122,172 
284,956,888 
273,233,340 
260,923,615 
247,998,404 
235,173,599 
222,560,887 
210,277,540 
198,446,692 
187,357,635 

“177,047,459 
167,555,108 
158,788,140 
150,649,490 
143,117,016 


352,793,722 
36U,062,491 
351,314,197 
358,489,106 


355,965,141 


352,461,041 
341,068,620 
329,220,503 
316,898,462 
304,222,524 
291,722,215 
279,489,894 
267,621,614 


256,345,269 


245,684,537 
235,664,042 
226,202,728 4 


348,889,987 | 
345,482,664 | 


8,331,709 
8,748,294 
9, 163,83'7. 
9,599,119, 


10,051,079: 


10,482,477 
10,927,982 
11,392,421 
11,848,117 
12,322,041 
12,675,938 
12,500,309 
12,232,321 
11,868,280 
11,276,345 
10,660,732 
10,020,495 
9,461,314 
- 9,048,109 
8,686,184 


344,462,013 
353,314,197 
342,150,360 
348,889,987 
345,482,664 
384,554,682 
341,068,620 
329,220,503 
316,898,462 
304,222,524 
291,722,215 
279,489,894 
267,621,614 
256,345,269" 
245,684,537 
235,664,042 
226,202,728 
2173154,619 


425,69: 


352,793,799 | 


347,396,355 
968,648,061 
398,325,299 
388,667,384 
419,160,729 
408,714,794 
448,410,338 
437,20), 415 
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413,823,358 


401,595,804 


389,513,424 
644,573 


*366,0593657 
|, 354,927,194 


$44,260,758 
333,932,936 
$23,914,948 


8,331,709 


9,241,967 

9,657,855 
10,044,169 
10,445,935 
10,811,542 
11,189,945 


12,227,554 
12,082,380 
11,868,851 
31,584,916 
11,192,463 


10,327,822 


8,748,294 


11,525,643- 
11,871,412: 


10,666,436. 


10,017,988. 
9,717,448 


344,462,018 
368,648,062 
359,406,094 
388,669,384 
378,628,215 
408,714,794 
397,90$,252 
457,220,413 
425,698,770 
413,823,358 
401,595,804. 
"389,513,424 
377,644,573 
366,059,657 
354,999,194 
344,260,758 
333,932,936 
323,914,948 
314,197,500 
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‘TABLE 


Shewing ‘the Total Amount of the Three following Dests combined, as they will 
stand at the Commencement and Close of any given Year; viz.—The Debt 
-charged upon the War Taxes (Table F.); the Debt created by the Supplemen- 
“ tary Laas (Table G.); and, the present Debt (Table H.):—And also, the 
Total Amount in any given Year of all the respective Sinking Funds of the 
said Debts, the Portions of the Excesses of the Sinking Fund (Table H.) ha- 
ving been first deducted. —The 3 per Cents. supposed to continue at 60. . 


1. f 2, 3. 4A, 5. 


_| The Combined | The Combined 

| Amount of the | Amount of the The 

War Debt, the} Sinking Funds} Combined 

| Supplementary of the 
Debt, andthe | War Debt, mount o 

present Debt the the same Debts 

remaining Un-|Supplementary | at the Close 

jredeemed atthe | Debt, and the 

| Commence- | present Debt, 

ment of each at the 


YEAR, 


Commencing 


each Year. - 


Year. 


same Periods, 


January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
§ January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 

January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
January, 
§ January, 
§ January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 
5 January, 


5 January, . 


374,053,553 
- $78,904,839 
$84,065,357 
$89,377,237 | 


"441,507,226 


364,993,722 
369,458,679 


394,741,379 


400,053,730 | 
405,205,033 


410,080,570 
414,559,895 


419,263,167 
424,201,615 | 


429,386,987 
433,231,629 
437,268,505 


445,957,885 
450,631,078 


£. 
8,935,042 


12,439,482 
13,888,120 
15,435,858 
17,087,649 
18,848,697 
20,724,463 
22,720,685 
24,096,718 


26,814,628 
28,155,358 
27,963,124 


27,549,341 
27,326,807 
27 093,146 


455,537,932 | 
° 


10,005,126 
11,148,714 


25,461,552 


27,761,279 
| 413,957,885 
418,631,078 
"423,537,932 | 


26,901,360 | 498,636,572 


356,058,680 
359,455,553 
362,904,839 
366,465,357 
370,177,237 
373,941,379 | 


377,653,730 


381,205,033 
$84,480,570 


$87,859,885 
$90,463,167 


393,801,615 


397,386,987 


401,231,629 


405,268,505 


409,507,226 


* See Note to Table F. 
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1809; 
| 1810 . 
yeni. 
1812 . 
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‘PARL. PAPERS:—Tables and Calculations respecting 
TABLE 


Shewing the Total Amount of the Three following Dests combined, as they will 
stand at ihe- Commencement and Close of any given Year, viz. the Debt 
charged upon the War Taxes, (Table F’. 2.) the Debt created by the Supple. 
mentary Loans, (Table G. 2.) and the present Debt (Table H. 2.); and also 
the Total Amount in any given Year, of all the respective Sinking Funds of the 
said Debts. —The Price of Stocks is supposed to vary in the manner stated’ in 
Col. 2. of this Table. a . 


1. 2. 4, 5. 6. 
ad ~ 
W ar Debt, the Sinking Funds The 
2 & [Supplementary| War | Combined 
3 Debt, and the Amount 
YEaR ve 3 resent Debt Debt, the Sup- th 
Pedeeme at the present Debt, at the 
Year: same Periods. 
£ 


1808 |-63.16—=84.21=43| 385,669,508 | 10,033,958 | 375,635,550 
- = | 390,235,550] 11,181,735 | 379,953,815 | 
1810 | 66.66=88.88—=44| 413,442,752 12,512,369 | 400,929,883 } 
1811 - = = = = | 418,529,883 | 13,979,949 | 404,549,934 
1912 | 70.58=-94.11=241} 444,720,344 | 15,574,383 | 429,145,961 | 
1813 | - - = | 449,945,961 | 17,224,300 | 452,721,661 
is14  <=Par. 4+ | 479,163,455 | 19,001,664 | 460,151,791 | 
iis = -(| 484,161,791 | 20,828,395 | 463,333,396 | 
1816 || - - = = || 488,933,396 | 22,749,529 | 466,183,867 | 
1817 - + +. - =|| 493,383,867 | 24,629,857 | 468,754,010 
1818 - = = = -|| 497,554,010 | 26,063,050 | 471,490,960 


1319 And to continue || 501,890,960 | 27,489,570 | 474,401,390 
at that rate 


1820 throughout the } | 506,401,390 | 28,909,151 | 477,492,239 | 
> yest of this pe- | 
1821 riod of 90 years: | | 509/492,239 | 28,785,516 | 480,706,723 | 


1922 || - - - 512,706,723 | 28,656,935 | 494,049,788 |, 
1323 || - - - = -|| 516,049,788 | 28,523,211 | 487,526,577 |. 
1824 ~ = - = -|| 519,526,577 | 28,384,137 | 491,142,440 
1825 523,142,440 | 28,301,177 | 494,841,263 
1826 |) - - = =. =|} 526,841,263 } 28,282,707 | 498,558,556 | 


* The note * ato Table H. 2. will shew the manner of weducing the nominal capital 

of capital; andthe other notes’ to” that Table, and to the 
Tables F. 2, and G.2, will shew how the existing debt is affected by the several rises of 

. ges Ff to Table H1.2, stating the reduction of the 5 per cent. stock toa 4 per 


cent, stock. 
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PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 


TABL 


E 


will Shewing the Total Amount of the Three following Dents combined, as they will 


at the Commencement and Close of any given Year, viz. the Debt 


“ charged upon the War Taxes, (Table F. 3.) the Debt created by the Supple- 
st “mentary Loans, (Table G. 3.) and the present Debt (Table H. 3.) ; and also 
yr the Total Amount in any given Year, of all the respective Sinking Funds of the 
"said Debts.—The Price of Stocks is supposed to vary in the manner stated in 


~ Column 2. of this Table. 


9. 


$e 


4. 


Price of 4 per Cent, Stock. 
Rate of Interest per Cent. 


T be Combined 


Amount of the 
War Debt, the 
Supplementar 

Date, and the 
present Debt, 
remaining un- 
redeemed at the’ 
Commence- 
ment h 

Year. 


The Combined 
Amount of the 
Sinking Funds 
of the War 
Debt, the Sup- 
plementary 
Debt, and the 
present Debt, 
at the 
same Periods. 


The 
Combined 
Amount 

of the 

same Debts 
at the 

Close of each 
Year. 


| Price of 3 per Cent. Stock 


393,618,744 
396,904, 12t 
443,820,073 |. 
447,240,677 
500,956,780 
504,284,038 
575,652,988 
573,606,654 
581,312,931 
583,700,398 
586,207,490 
588,837,796 
591,595,012 } 
594,434,946 
597,360,080 
| 600,231,576 
603,088,886 


8,935,042 
10,063,795 
11,314,623 
12,690,446 
14,179,396 
15,823,905 
17,472,742 
19,268,286 
21,046,334 
22,893,723 
 24,81295533 
26,292,908 
27,769,694 
29,242,784 
29,160,066 
29,074,866 
29,128,504 
29,142,690 


364,993,722 
403,631,539 
408,218,744 
456,510,519 
461,420,073 
516,780,685 
521,756,780 
| 594,921,274 
1815 | 599,652,088 
1816 | 604,206,654 
|- =. | 608,512,931 
Wis |, 612,500.98 | 
1819 616,607,490 
1820 ~ | 620,837,796 
1821 623,595,012 
1822 626,434,946 
1823 629,360,080 
"1824 632,231,576 | 
| 635,088,886°} 29,095,890 | 605,992,996 
1826 |- - | 637,992,996 | 29,065,719 | 608,927,277 | 
_* The note * @ to Table H. 3. will shew the manner of reducing the nominal capital 
tal of the present debt to a money capital; and the other notes to that Table, and to the — 
_ a i 3, and G. 3, wil shew how the existing debt is affected by the several rises of 
0: ‘See note *f to Table H. 3, stating the reduction of the 5 per cent, stock to a 4 per 
er Cent. stock ; and the # per cent. stock to a per cent, stock. 
Vou. VILI.—Appendiz. 


= 5. 
66,66=88.88=44 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1312 
1813 
1814 


€ 


| 


. 1807) 


then to rise 


vi 


the 


r’se to 70.58, and so to 
75. and to con- 


and 1809 


ting. 
rise to 


tinue gt 60. throughout the 


inue for the Ist Year (v 


“then to 


1814, to 


Three Tables, 1,1. 2, & 1. 3. 


> 


1st Surrosition—Table I,—The 3 per Cents. are supposed to con 


whole Period of 20 Years. 


tions 


‘viz. during 1808 


yiz. during 1810.and 1811 
iz. in 


riod. of 20 Years. 


sed to cont 
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and :then, 


13 


- 


Cents. are suppo 


nue for two Years, 


+ Cents. 


er 


TABLE I. 4. 


Shewing at one View the different Resuxts of the 


ting 1812 and 18 
the rest of the Pe 


.16, and so to conti 
du 


ue for two Years, 


to 66.66, and so to contin 


se to 63 
goatinne for two Years, yiz. 


x—Table I: 3 


2d Suerositios—Table I. 2.——The 3 Pp 
$4 Suprositio 


até), ; then tor 
tinue at that Pricethronghout 


are supposed to continue forthe 14t'¥ear (viz. 1807) 


~The 3 pe 


moe. ar of the’ pheCombined of the Amount heCombin of the Athourtt Amount. 
the Supple: |Sinkiog Funds}, War Debt) | of the |. amouut (sinking Punde|- the: 
yDebt,} of the the Supple-. |Sinking Funds the Supple- |Sinking Funds} 
8 andthe _{WarDebt,the} of the’ mentary Debt] of the mentary Debt ofthe | Debts 
Present Debt } Supplemen- | Dents the War Debt, | same Debts || and the | War Debt, 
remaining | tary Debt, | present Debt,| the Snpple- | a¢ the Close | PFesen” Debt,| the Supple- at the 
Mnredeemed andthe | at the Ciose }j-remaining |mentary Debt) ~~ remaining |mentaryDebt,} Close" : 
at the of unredeemed | and thé mot unredeemed | and the pre- of 
ommence- | Debt, at the at the preseut Debt,|'each Year. _at = 
a ment of same each’ Year- ll 'commence- | a€ the same |. Gommence- |. thesame~ | eaehYear, 
each Year. Periods. ment of Periods. | “ment of |. Periods 
307|| 364,993,722 5.042 | 356,058,680 |! 364,993,722 35 
1809 053,553 |. 11,148,714 | 362,904,839 |} 390,235,550] 1 sing, 
? 1,181,735 }:-379,053,815 |} 408,2Pr l 
978,004,839 12'493,482 | 366,465,357 || 413,442,752 | 12,512,869 | 400,929,889 
8255 | 979,941,579 | | | | 447,240,677 | 
394,741/579 | | 377,653,730 |) 449,945,9 17180,685 | "15,605,903 1°500,956,780 
11315] 405,205. 848,097 19,001,664 | 460,151,791 |] 594,921,274] 19,268,286 | 575,652,988 
41%559,885 ris | 390,463,167 493 $39,396) 22,749,529 | 466,195,867 604,206,654 | 22,803,723 | 541,512,931 
419,060,167 | 3,383,867 | 24,629,857 | 468,754,010.) 608,512,991 | 24,812,533 583,700,398 

i | 25,461,552 | 93,801,615 497,554,010 | 26,063,050 | 471,490,960 |] 612,500,398] 26,292,908 | 586,217,490 
429-086-967 96158958 397,386,987 } 501,890,960 | 27,499,570 |-474,401,390|] 616,607,490 | 27,769,693 | 588,897,796 
506,401,320 | 28,909,151 |.477,492239 |} 620,897,796 | 29,242,784 | 591,595,012 
tae 405,268,505 || 509,492,259 | 28,785,516 | 460,706,729 + 623,593,012 29,160,066 594,434,956 
05 | 27,761,279 409,507,226 512,706,723 | 28,656,935 | 484,049,738 || 626,434,946 | 29,074,866 597,36 
| 413,957,885 || 516,039,788 | 98,523,211 | 487,526,577 |] 629,360,080 | 29,128,504 | 600,291,556 
24 957,885 27,326,807 | 418,631,078 |} 519,526,577 | 28,384,137.) 494,142,410 652,251,576 | 29,142,690 603,088,885 
523,142,440 | 28,301,177 | 494,851,263 |f 635,088,886 | 29,095,890 | 605,992, 
Sez 3) 428,636,572 526,841,265 | 28,282,707 | 492,558,556 || 637,992,996 29,083,719 “608,927,297 


ye 


‘iv 


PARI. PAPERS. —the New Plan of Finances” 


‘ 


“TABLE. K. 


Shewing the Comparative Amounts of New TAxes which will be required in each 

~ Year, according to the Plan in Table C. Column 4, and of New Taxes, which 
would be required té provide for £.11,000,000. borrowed in every, Year, .ac- 
cording to the present System, deducting in ea ase the expired Annuities 
from the Taxes which would otherwise be requittd. The 3 per Cents. being 
supposed to continue at 60. 


‘Taxes 
- which will be 
.,| which would 
Yea Ry ing to the Plan | 
ommencing Table ‘the present 
5 January, 1807 - - + Nil, 717,818* 
January, 1808. 4 Nil. |- 363,333 
5 January, 1809 - = - Nil. 
January, 1810 - = 293,000 733,333 
5 January, 1811 - = - 293,000 733,333 
5 January, 1812 + - = 293,000 %335333° 
5 January, 1813 + = - + 293,000 753,333 
5 January, 1814 = 293,000 733,333 
5 January, 1315 = ~ ~ SM 293,000 733,333 
5 January, 1816 = - 293,000° 733,333"! 
5 January, 1817 - + - Nil... | 733,333 
5 Januaryy 1918 + - - ¢ Nil. 733,333 
5 January, 1819 - 733,338 
5 January, 1820 - - - - Nil, 435,736 
5 January, 1821 - - - + Nil. 733,333 
_ January, 1882 - = - Nil. 733,333 
5 January, 1823 + - - Nil. . 733,333 
§ January, 1824 - - - « Nil. . 133,333 
5 January, 1825 = - - - Nil. 733,338 
January, 1826 - - - Nil: 733,333 


* This sum, t 
+ This sum, ther with 370,000/. annuities falling in this year, make up 753,3334, - 
t This sum, together with 230,000/. impenal attnuities fal‘ing in this year, and 
grantéd in ‘Williarti and Mar , and Geotge II. supposed to all by this’ 
time, amounting to 67 ;547/., make up 753,333/, 


ie with 15,515/. annuities falling in thi: year, te up 73353 331. 


tO, 

1) 


ixxxvij] 


\ 


Shewing the com parative Amountsof New Taxes which willbe required in each 


PARU. PAPERS.—Tabies ‘and Calculations respecting 


[ixxxviti 


Year, according to the Plan in Table C. 2. Column 5, and of New Taxes 
. which would be required to provide for .11,000,000 borrowed in every Year, 
according’ to the present System ; deducting in each Case the expired Annui- 


ties, and a Sum arising from the Reduction of the 5 


r Cent. toa 4 


r Cent. 
Fund from the Taxcs which would otherwise be required. The P: ice of Stocks 
is supposed to vary in (hé*Manner stated in Column 2 of this Table. ~, 
1. 4. 5. 
_ Taxes Taxes 
which 
required accord-| would be re- 
Yranr. Ey i ing to the quired accord- 
ing to the 
Table C 2, jpresent System. 
Column 5. 
£. 
1807 | 60 =5 Nil. | ( 717,818 * 
1808 63.1643 Nil. - 326,660 + 
1809 -- Nil. 696,660 
1810 66.66=45 | (230,000 660,016 
- - = {230,000 | 660,016 
1812 70.58=45 } | 230,000 623,351 
1813 36,000 623,351, 
1814 230,000 106,137 ¢ | 
1815 |) - - - 230,000 586,666 
r Nil. r 586,666 
Wie - - Nil. 586,668 
1819 to conti-_ Nil. 586,666 
Nil. 1 586,666 | 
1822 this period of | | ‘ Nil. 586,666 
3823 «|| years. Nil. 586,666 
1824 Nil. 586,666 
1825 Nil. . 586,666 
| Nil. 586,666: 


* This sum, together with 15,515/. annuities fallin 
t This sum, together with 370,000/. annuities fal 
} This sum, together with 480,529/. arising fro 
cent. stock, supposed to take place this year, m 

§: This sum, together with 230,000/. i 
‘nuities granted in Will; 
time, amounting to 67,547/, make up 586,660/. 


~ 


W 


illiam and Mary, 


and 


orge II, 


m the reduction 

ake 586,666/. 

y Pie annuities falling in thi 
e supposed to have 


g in this year, make up 733,333, 
ling in this year, make up 733,333/. 


of'interest on the Sper 
year, and Jife'an= 
all fallen in-by this 


Ix 


PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance, 
| TABLE_K. 3. 


| Shewing the comparative Amounts of New Taxes which will be required in eac 
Year, according to the Plan in Table C. 3. Column 5, and of New Taxes 
which would be required to provide for 11,000,000/. borrowed in every Year, 
according to the present System ; deducting in each Case the expired Annuities, 
and a Sum arising from the Reduction ofthe 5 per Cents. toa 4 per Cent. Fund, 

and of the 4 per Cents. to a 3 per Cent. Fund, from the Taxes which would 
otherwise be required. The Price of Stocks is supposed to vary in the manner 
stated in Column 2 of thisTable. ; 

1. 2 


Taxes 
which Taxts 
4 § | will be required which 
8 3 according to would be required 
Year. a § the Plan proposed according to 
in the 
Table C.3, | present System. 
Column 5, 
1807. - - 60=5 Nil. * 717,818 
1808 - -| 66.66= + 290,000 
1810 - - =| 106,137 
1812 - -| 85.7133 | - -.+ = 513,333 
1814 - - Par = 
$15 - - - ef Nil. 
16 - -[ -- -- - - || 353,622 
- -| - = 275,836 440,000 
1818 -} - Nil. 440,000 


- 440,000 
1820 - -| - - -- § 142,453 
1823 -| = = = =| 480,000 
1824 = =| - =» = = 440,000 
1825 -| = - = 440,000 
1826 - -| -|- -+-- 440,000 


* This sum, together with 15,515/. annuities falling in this year, make up 733,3334, 
+ This sum, together with 370,000/. annuities falling in this year, make up 660,000/, 
t This sam, together with 480,529/, arising from the reduction of interest on the 5 per 
Cent. stock supposed to take place this year, make 586.666/. 
_ || The sum of 948,606/. arising from the reduction of interest on the 4 per cents. sup- 
place this year, provides for the supplies of 4814-and 1815, and partly for 
§ This'sam, together with 280,000/. imperial annu'tids falliag in this year, and life 
_ annuities granted in William and Mary, and George I{. supposed to have all fallen in by 
this time, amounting to 67,547/., make up 440,000/. . 


. a 
7 


xci} PARL. PAPERS.—Tubiés and Calculations respecting [ii 

 Shewing at one View the different Resuirs of the three Tables, K, K.2, and K. 3. 


ist Surrosrrion—Table K.——The 3 per Ceits. are supposed to continue at 60. throughont the wholé 

2d Supeosition-—Table K,2.———-The 3 per Cents. dre.supposed to continue: forthe Ist Year (viz. 
1807) at 60.; then to rise to 63.16, and so to continue for two Years, viz, during 1808 and 1809g thea to 

rise to 66.66, and so tb continue fortwo Yetrs, viz. during 1810 dnd 1811} then to rise to 70.5 dso 
to continue for two Years, viz. durivig 1812 and 1813; and then, viz iri 1814, t rise to 75. an Cons 
tinue at that Price throughoat the rest of the Period of 20 Years, © rast sei es 

3d Suprosition—Table K. 3. ‘The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 
1807) at 60. ; then torise to 66.66, and so to continue. for two Yeats, viz. duritig 1808 atid 1809; thet to 
rise to 75. and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 18L0 and 1811; then to rise to 85.71, and so to 
continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1815; and then, viz. in 18 fs, to rive to Par, and to coutinué 
at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years. — , 


Ist Supposrrioy. 2d Suprositton. 3d Supposition. 


Taxes Taxes Taxts Taxes Taxrs | Taxes 
which will be } which would || which’ will |which would be’ which will be] which , 
required be required be required’ | required required would be re- 
cording to the | according to || according to | according to necording to | quired accord- 
the present the propose. | the present jj the proposed | ing ‘to the 

System: Plan. System. present System. 


117,818 Nil, s-717,818 i 717,818 


363,333 | Nil. 326,660" | 290,600 
133,333 Nil. 696,6c0 || 660,000 
133,333 250,000 | 6£0,016 1065137 
998,333 230,000 + 660,016 586,606 
733,333 230,000 623,951 513,333 
733,333 230,000 623,351 il. 513,333 
733,333 230,000 106,157 Nil. 
733,533 250,0co | 586,666 Nil. 
295,000 733,333 236,000 586,666 353,622 


Nil. 733,333 Nil. - 586,666 440,000 
440,000 


Nil. 733,333 Nil. 586,666 
Nil. 133,333 || Nil. 586,666 440,000 
435,786 289,119 149,453 
733,953 586,666 i. -440,000 
133,333 il. 586,666 440,000 
133,933 586,666 Nil’ 440,000 
793,333. 586,666 440,000 
993,993 || Nil. |] (586,666 40,000 


133,333 586,666 440,000 


| 
| 
bee 
1807 Nil. 
1808 
1809 
1810 ||, 
1811 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 |}. 
1878 || 
1819 
1820 
| 1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
a 


- 


RAPERS ibe New Pian of 


TABLE—L.* 


Fad 
ee 


Bhewing the Comparative Total Amountsinany given Year, of all the New TAXEs | 
« which will have been imposed, subsequent to the 5th of January, 1807, ‘ac- 
cording td the Plan proposed in 'Pable ©. Oolumn 4.:—And‘of the New Taxes 
which would-have been imposed, supposing :11,000;000 * have- been 
) borrowed in each Year, according to the present System, deducting in each 
(Case the expiring Annuities from tie Taxes which would otherwise Rave been 
imposed, as stated in Table K. The 3 per Cents aye supposed to continue at 60, 


in any Total Amount 
Year, of ‘Taxes 
which willbe im-| OF {axes 
posed subsequently which would have 
to 2} been. imposed 
according to the} . after 1807, 
Plan toposed, Loans were 
in‘Table C. according to} 
Column the present System. 


o 


#. 2. 
5 January, 1807. Nil,’  717Z,818 
5 January, 1808 Nily 1,084,154, 
5 January, 1809, » «1,814,484 
5 January, 1810 293,000 | 2,547,817 
5 January, 1811 586,000 3,281,150 
January, 1812 879,000 4,014,483- 
5 January, 1813. 4,172,000 4,747,816 
5 January, 1814 1,465,000 5,431,149: 
5 January, 1815. », 1,758,000 6,214,482 . 
5 January, 1816. -. 2,051,000: | 6,947,815 
5 January, 1317) No New Taxes being 7,681,148 
5 Jamuary, 1319 9,147,814, 
5 January, 1820. 0. = whole of these years. 9,583,600 
5 January, 1821), 10,316,933 
5 January, 1822. 4.) | 11,050,266 
5 January, 1823 | 11,783,599 - 
_ 5 January, 1824 12,516,932 - 
5 January, 1825. 13,250,265 
5 January, | (13,983,598 


* This sum of eleven aaitsoias loan, added to twenty-one million’ of war taxes, would — 
__ make up theavnual sum of thirty-two millions, the same expenditure for which itis pro- 
pasid to provide by this plane. 


3 iii] [xciv 
7 
iz. 
to 
to | 
to 
: 
i eves i 
d- | te 208! 
Commencing). 
! ; 
| 


| 


Shewing the comparat 
‘Taxes which will have been im 


accordi 


PARL.. PAPERS Calbulition respecting 
TABLE 


fxevi 


ive Total Amounts ‘in any given Year, of all the New 
subsequently to the 5th of January, 1807, 
to the Plan proposed in Table C. 2. Column 5:—And of the New 


, Taxes witich would have been imposed, supposing 2.11,000,000* to have 


been borrowed in each Year, according to the present System, deducting: in 
each Case the expiring Annuities and a Sum arising from the Reduction of 


-the 5 per Cent. to a 4 per Cent. Fund from the Taxes which would otherwise 
have bes staal stated in ‘Table K. 2. The Price of Stocks is supposed to 
vary. in the er stated'in Column 2. of this Table 
; ‘Total Amount in 
| of Taxes which | given Year, 
i have bee of Taxes which 
Bar. | .& © quently to 1807 
8 TableC.2. | cording tothe” 
5. present System. 
1807 Nil. 717,818 
18908 63.1642 | Nil. 1,044,478 
1809 « ng! Nil. 1,741,138 
1810 |} 66.66— 230,000 2,401,154 
1811 460,000 3,061,170 
1812 70.5842 690,000 3,684,521 
1813 “a? 920,000 4,307,872 
1814 7s =4 1,150,000 © 4,414,009 
1815 é 4 1,580,000 5,000,675 
1816 - tot wb 1,610,000. 5,587,341 
1818 - - « = - 6,760,673 
1819 And 'th contase 7,347,339 
1820 rate | | | As na fresh 7,636,458 
‘ ro t. th are uired to 
1821 rest of this ge: > be imposed in4 8,223,124 
iod of 20 years, |] | th the 
1823 ‘the same, 9,396,456 


maké up the annual sum of thirty-two millions, the same expenditure for which it is pro-’ 


posed to provide by this plan. 


ine millions war taxes, would 


— 


sii) PARL, PAPERS.—the Neo Plan of Finances [xeviii 


TABLE L.3. 


~ Shewing the comparative Total Amounts in any given Year, of all the New 
Taxes which will have been imposed-subsequently to the 5th of January, 1807, 7 
according to the Plan proposed in Table C. 3. Column 5:—And of the New 
Taxes which would have been imposed, supposing £.11,000,000* to have 
been borrowed in each Year, according to the present System, deducting in 
each Case the expiring Annuities and a Sum arising from the. Reduction of. 
the 5 per Cents. to a 4. per Cent. Fund, and of the 4-per Cents. to.a 3 per Cent. 


f Fund, from the Taxes which would otherwise have been imposed, as stated in 
- fable KOS. The Price of Stocks is supposed to vary in,the Manner stated in 
Column 2. of this Table. 
1. 2. 3. 4, 
any given Year, Total 
2 will have been | Of Taxes which 
3 imposed subse- 
Year. quently to 1807, 1807, if Loans 
ing to the ised 
g 2 Table Cc. 3... according to the 
Column 5, Present system. 
1807 60. =5 Nil. 717,818 
1808 66.6644 @ 1,007,818 
1812 85.713} 2,873,954 
1814 Par. =3 - = = = -] 3,387,287 
115 | - | = = =| 3,387,287 
1817 «abe. » 275,836 4,180,909 
1818 ence - - 4,620,909 
1819 and to. continue Sate 5,060,909 
1820 that rate|||As no 5,203,362 
t hout th are required t 
1821 rest cf be impontd in| | 
1822 riod of 20 years. these years,the4|° 6 983.362 
Total remains 
1823. the same. 6,523;362 
wee |) ---- UW. -- + - 


* This gum of eleven millions loan, added to twenty-one millions war taxes, would 
makeup the annual sum of thirty-two, millions, the same expenditure for which it;is pro- 

OL. 


I1.—Appendiz. 
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PARL, PAPERS.—Tadles and Calculations nepecting 


TABLE L.4. 


Shewing at one View the different Resutts of the three Tables, 1 ti. =" L. 3% 


‘Ist Suprosrtron—~Table L.—=The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole 
period of 20 Years. 


2d Surrosrrton—Table L. 2.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue fur the Ist Year (viz. 
1807) at 60.; then to rise to 63.16, and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1808 dnd 1809 ; then to 
rise to 66.66, and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1810 and 1811; then to rise 070.58, and so 
té continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 3814, to rise to 75. and to con- 
tinue at that Price throughout the rest of the period uf 20 Years. 


3d Surrosition—Table L. 3.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 
1807) at 60. ; then torise to 66.66, and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1808 and 1809; then tov 
rise to 75. and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1810 and 1811; then to rise to 85.71, and so to 
continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 1814, to rise to Par, and to continue 
at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. 9 


2d 


3d Supposition. 
1st Suprosition. i 


~ 
Total Amount 


in any given 
> 
which will have |. 
been imposed, 
raised 

according to according to 
the present 

System. 


cr ‘Total A- 
mount in 
any given 
Year, of 
Taxeswhichk 


Total Amount 
in any given 
Year, of Taxes 
which would 
have been im- 
posed after 
1807, if Loans 
were raised 
aecording 
to the 
present 
System. 


Total Amount 
in any given 
Year, of ‘Taxes 
which will have 
been imposed 
subsequently to 
1807, 
aceording to 
the proposed 
Plan. 


Total Amount 
in any given 
Year,of Taxes 
which will be 
imposed subse- 
quently to 1807, 

according 
to the proposed 
Plan. 


posed after 
1807, if 
Loans were 
raised ac- 
cording to 
ithe present 
System. 


| 


é. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
293,000 
586,000 
879,000 
1,172,000 
1,465,000 
1,758,000 
2,051,000 . 


717,818 


1,044,478 
1,741,138 
2,401,154 
3,061,170 
3,684,521 
4,307,872 
4,414,009 
5,000,675 
5,587,341 Nil. 

6,174,007 275,836 


6,760,673 
As no new 


Nil. 


Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Vil. 
Nik. 
Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil, 


é. 

717,818 
1,007,818 
1,667,818 
14773,955 
2,360,621 
2,873,954 
3,387,287 
3,387,287 
3,387,287 
3,740,909 
4,180,909 
4,620,909 


117,818 
1,081,151 
1,614,484 
2,547,817 
3,281,150 
4,014,483 
4,747,816 
5,481,149 
6,214,482 
6,947,815 
1,681,148 
8,414,481 


1,150,000 
1,380,000 
1,610,000 


As no new 
Taxes are 
required to 
be imposed 
in these 
Years, the 
‘lotal re- 
mains the 


9,147,814 

9,583,600 
10,316,933 
11,050,266 
11,783,599 
12,516,932 
13,250,265 


13,983,598 


4 fs no new. 
Taxes are re- 
quired to be 
imposed in 
these Yeats, 
the Total re- 

‘mains ~the 
‘same. 


1,347,339 
1,636,458 
8,293,124 
8,809,790 

9,396,456 
9,983,122 

10,569,788 


11,156,454 


Taxes are 
uired to 
in these 
Years, 
the Total 
remains 


the same. 


5,060,909 - 
5,203,362 
5,643,362 
6,083,362 
6,523,362 
6,963,362 
1,403,362 
3,362 


t 
would have 
Year. | been im- 
| if 
| 
1807 Nik | 
| 1808 Nib 
1809 Nil. 
i810 230,000 
1811 460,000 
1812 690,000 
1813 920,000 
1814 
1816 
1819 | | 
1820 
1822 | # 
1823 | 
1824 | | ‘same. 
1826 |/ - - - -‘| | - 


[ci 


‘PARL, PAPERS,—tie New Plan of Finance. 


Shewing,—?st, The Effect which the Sinkinc Funp of £.1,000,000. per annum, 


established by the Act of 1786, and the annual Sum of #.200,000. added 


thereto, with the expired Annuities and Accumulations thereof, produced in 
the Redemption of the Public Debt, up to the, Period of the Arrangement 
established by the Act of 1802.—2dly, The distinct Operation of the respective 
Sinking Funds of One per Cent. ae the Act of 1792, on the nominal Capi- 


_. tal of Debt, during the last War.—3dly, The Combined Operation of the dif- 


ferent Sinking Funds of 1786 and 1792, from the, Period of their being conso- 
lidated by the Act of 1802, to the first of November 1806.—And lastly, the 
distinct Operations of the several Sinking Funds of One per Cent. created. for 
‘the Liquidation of the Debt incurred since the Commencement of the present 
War in 1803, and which are subject to the Conditions of the Act of 1792. 


Ist. 


‘The Amount of the Nominal Capital of Debt existing before 1792, which was 


redeemed by the Operation of the Sinking Fund under the Act of 1786, was 
on the Ist lebruary 1802, 
The Total Amount of that Sinking Fund on the Ist February 1802, was, - - - 


£.39,885,308 
2,534,187 


£.20,738,431 
2,462,103 


5,706,017 


G3dly. 

The Amount of the Nominal Capital of Debt hich was redeemed by these 
Consolidated Sinking Funds, between the ist February 1802, and the Ist No- 
vember, 1806, was 

The Amount to which the Consolidated Sinking Funds had arrived on the Ist 
November 1806, was - - - - - 


£.48,374,566 


Athly. 
"Fhe several Amounts of the r tive Debts died by the Loans made since 1803, inclusive, 
which have been redeemed by their respective Sinking Funds of One per Cent. on the Ist 
November 1806, and the several Amounts of the said respective Sinking Funds at the same 
Period, are as follows, viz. 
Amounts of 


Sinking Funds 
on Il Nov. 1806 


Amounts ofthe — 
Nominal Capital of Debt 
; redeemed 1 Nov. 1806. 
Loan of 1803 - - - - £.805,024. 
—— of 1804 - - - - 633,202 
— of 1805 - - - - 724,589 
— of 1806 


£.2,252,815 1,055,522 
Add, on of additional 


Capitals created by Sums 
subscribed from 5 per Cents. 
1797, into 3 Cents. in 
1805 and 18 - 


#. 2,360,165 


Add Sinking Fund, on 
account of this ~ 
additional. Capita} 


107,350 created- --- - 54,652 


£.1,110,174 


i 


+hole 
viz. 
n to 
d 
On- 
viz. 
n tov 
0 to 
nue 
A- 
in 
ven 
hich 
fter Zdly. 
if The Amount’ of the Nominal Capital of Debt created by all the Lows from the 
were Year 1792 to the close of the fast War in 1802, which was redeemed by the : 
= - Operation of the Sinking Fund of One per Cent. under the Act of 1792, was, 
on the Ist May 1802, - - - - - - - 
| ‘The Total Amount of that prt on the Ist May 1802, was - - - - 
we ‘The Total Amount of all these Sinking Funds, on the Ist August 1802, after their 

818 
B18 
7,050,418 
287 
287 
09 
109 
109 

- = 200,906 
. 
- - - = 298,800 
62 
62 
62 
62 

I 


PARL. PAPERS.—Tabies and Calculations respecting — 
TABLE N. 


Shewing what would be the Amount of the whole Puntsc Dent at the Commencement 
_ of any given Year, if Eleven Millions were borrowed annually, onthe preecat System, 
- for Twenty Years of War; the Amount of the Sinking Fund which would in that 


eal] 


_ case be applicable to the Extinction of such Debt, and the Proportion per Cent. which | 
“that Sinking Fund would bear to that Debt.—Also, shewing what would be the 


‘Amount of the whole Pu 


‘the Supplies for Twenty Years of War according to the proposed 


¢ Debt at the Commencement of any an Year, raising 


an ; the combined 


Amount of all the Sinking Funds which would in that case be applicable to the Extinc- 


tion of such Debt, and the Proportion per Cent. which that Sinking Fund would bear 
‘to that Debt.—-The ‘Three per Cents. supposed in both Cases to be at 60. 


Present System. Proposed Plan, 
1807 363,793,799} 8,515,042] 2.942 6 9 || 364,993,722 | 8,935,042] 2.44202 8 9 
1808 {366,278,680} 9,124,127} 9.492 9 9 369,458,679 | 10,005,126] 263-2212 7 
1368,154,555] 9,763,666 | 2.6522 13 0 || 374,053,553 | 11,148,714] 298219 7 
1810 ]369,390,887] 10,435,182. | 2.82=-2 16 4 || 378,904,899 | 12,439,489] 3.083 5 7 
$869,955,705| 11,140,274 3:01=3 0 2 || 384,065,357 | 13,888,120] 3.613 12 2 
1812 {369,815,431} 11,880,620} 3.213 4 2 || 389,377,237 | 15,435,858] 3.96319 4 
1813 |968,934,811] 12,657,984] 3.49==3 8 17,087,649] 4.993 6 4 
1814 [967,276,807] 13,474,216 | 3.663 13 2 |} 400,053,730 | 18,848,697) 4.71=4 14 2 
1815 |564,802,611| 14,331,259 | 3.923 18 4 405,205,033 | 20,724,463) 5.115 2 2: 
1816 |961,471,352| 15,251,154 4 2 410,080,570 | 10 9 
{357,240,198] 16,176,044 | 4.5 10 4 || 414,559,885 | 24,096,718} 5.81516 2 
1818 [352,064,154] 17,168,179 | 4.8 17 4 {| 419,263,167 | 25,461,552] 6.076 1 4» 
1819 |345,895,975| 18,209,920 | 5.265 5 424,201,615 | 26,814,628] 632-6 6 4 
19,303,749 | 5.69=5 13 9 || 429,386,987 | 28,155,358] 6.556 11 0 
|330,382,306] 20,452,269 | 6.19=6 3 9 || 493,231,629 | 27,963,124) 6.45=6 9 Q 
1822 {320,930,037| 21,658,215 | 6.7426 14 9 |] 497,268,505 | 27,761,279} 6.34=6 6 9 
1823 |310,271,829] 92,924,458 7.87 7 7 || 441,507,296 |- 27,549,341] 6.25=6 4 7 
1824 }298,347,364] 24,254,015 2 4 || 445,957,885 | 2 4 
1825 |285,093/951} 25,650,046 | 8.99=-8 19 9 || 450,631,078 | 27,093,146) 6.01=6 0 9 
1826 {270,443,305} 27,115,881 |*c10.02—-10 0 4 || 455,537,932 | 26,901,360/*f 5.90=5 18 0 
‘The average of the Ist series d Theaverage ofthe Ist series 
of 10 § is - 3.17=3 3 5 prCt. |} of 10 yearsofcolumn7 is - 3.85=3 17 0 prCt, 
e The average of 18 yeangof 
column 7, (in 
an amount of debt 
* 5 The average of 18 years.of have been redeemed by 
column 4 ce ~ - = = 8.913 18 2 proposed plan, equal to the 
whole amount of the present 
public debt) is - - - - 4.91=4 18 2 


f Average of the whole 20 


erage of the whole 20 
¢ The average of the whole 4.914 19 § 5.025 04 


_ Yearsofecolumn4is - 


g 
‘ 


PARL. PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance, [ca 
TABLE N. 2. 
‘Shewing what would be the Amount of the whole Pustic Der at the Commencement ‘ 
of any given Year, if Eleven Millions were borrowed annually on the present System, 

for T'wenty Years of War; the Amount of the Sinking Fund which would in that 

casebe applicable to the Extinction of such Debt, and the Proportion per Cent. which 

chee Sinking Fund would bear to that Debt. Also shewing what would be the 

Amount of the whole Public Debt at the Commencement of any given Year, raising 

the Supplies for Twenty Years of War according to the proposed Plan; the combined 

Amount of all the Sinking Funds which would in that case be applicable to the Extinc- 

tion of such Debt, and the Proportion per Cent. which that Sinking. Fund would bear 

to that Debt.—The Three per Cents. supposed to vary in the manner stated in Column 

2 of this Table. , 


Present System. Proposed Plan. ~ 
lL. 2. 3. 4, 5. 6. y 8. 
[222222] 392 | 28° 
3 8 28 | elo ke 
i sesh = ves SS e028 § 2a 
é. die ‘be s. d whe d. 
1307 | 60. | 363,793,722 | 8,515,042] 2.342 6 364,993,722 | 8,995,059] 2.44—2 8 9 
1808 | 63.1644} 382,448,456 | 9,114,954] 2.582 7 585,669,508 |10,033,958] 2.60=2 12 0 
1809 - - - | 384,333,502 | 9,722,074) 2.522 10 4}} 390,235,550 45181,735 2.862 174 
1810 | 66.6643} 403,753,566 10,348,888) 2,562 11 413,442,752 [12,512,869] 3.02=3 04 
i811 |- =| 404,404,678 | 10,979,603) 2.71=-2 14 | 418,529,883 13,979,949] 3.34=3 69 
1812 70.5844) 424,741,083 | 11,629,536) 2.732 14 444,720,344 15,574,383] 3.50=3 10 0 
1813 | - - =| 424,111,547 | 12,279,642} 2.89--2 17 449,945,961 |17,224,300] 16 
1814 | "75. | 445,568,090 | 12,948,192} 2.902 18 479,163,455 {19,001,664 3.96=3 
1815 443,619 13,612,785) 3.06=3 1 484,161,791 {20,828,395} 4.30—4 60 
1816 | | 2% 441,007, 4 438,933,396 13 0 
3 437,703,151 | 15,022,786) 3.43=3 § 495,383,367 24,629,857 4.99—4 19 9 
1818 433,680,365 | 15,770,363) 3.65=3 12 497,554,010 |26,063,050| 5.239=5 47 
1819 3.2 428,910,002 | 16,547,843) 3.853 17 501,890,960 |27,489,570| 5.475 9 & 
1820 423,362,159 | 17,556,422) 4.09=4 1 506,401,590 |28,909,151]) 5.70=5 14 0 
1821 417,005,737 | 18,197,344) 4.36=4 7 509,492,939 /28,785,516] 5.64—5 12 9 
1822 || 409,308,395 | 19,071,903} 4.65=4 13 512,706,725 128,656,935] 5.58=5 11 7 
1823 401,736,490 | 19,981,445) 4.97=4 19 516,049,788 [28,523,211] 5.52=5 10 & 
1825 382,827,677 | 21,911,128) 5.72—5 14 523,142,440 128,301,177} 5.40=5 80 
1826 371,916,549 | 3 526,841,263 7 2 
The average of the 
* a The average of the Ist series of d. Istseriésofi@years ~ 
10 years of ‘column 5is_ - - - 2.73=2 147 perCt. || of column is 2.98=2 19 7 perCt, 
#*b Theaverageof 18 yearsofcolumn5 342=3 8 4 perCt. |}¥eThe average of 18 
*cThe average of the whole 20 years years ofcolumn 6 is 4.034 0 ¥ 
of column Sig - - © - 3.67=3 13 4 ‘fAverage ofthe whole 
20 yrs. ofcol. 8is 4.17=—4 3 4 


_€# The Note @ toTable H. 2, will shew the manner of reducing the nominal ¢apital of the present debt to 
* money capital.—And the other notes to that Table will shew the manner of in¢reasing the existing de 


upon every rise of the Funds, - 


~ | 
5 
\ 
| 
4 
‘a 


be applicable to the Extinction of such Debt, andthe Proportion per Cent. whi 
Sinking Fund | to that Debt. 
the whole Public 


PARL. PAPERS,—Tabies and Calculations 
TABLE N. 


Shewing what would be the Amount of the whole Public Debt at the Commencement of 
any given Year, if Eleven Millions were borrowed annualiy on the present System, for 
- Twenty Years of War; the Amount of the Sinking Fund which would in that case 


that 


Also shewing what would be the Amount of 
bt at the Commencement of any given Year, raising the Supplies 


for Twenty Years of War according to the proposed Plan ; the combined Amount of 
- all the Sinking Funds which would in that case be applicable to the Extinction of such 

Debt, and the Proportion per Cent. which that Sinking Fund would bear to that Debt, 

The Three per Cents. supposed to vary in the manner stated in Column 2 of this Table. 


#¢ The average of the whole 20 


years of column 5 is - +--+ 2.53=2 10 


&& The Note a to Table H. 2, will shew the manner of 
to a money capital :—And the other note 


upon evey rise of the Funds. 


of co'umn 8is- - - - 3.68=3 13 7 
*f Average of the whole 
20 years of column 8 is 3.77=:3 15 4 


reducing the nominal capital of the present debt 
's to that Table will shew the manner of increasing the existing debt 


Present System. Proposed Plan, 

— 
9, 3. 4. 5. 6. 7: 8, 
tow ¢ [8388 Fis [Fez 

fa £. 8. d. Zé. 
1807 | 60. |363,793, 8,515,042] 2.342 6 364,993,722 | 8,935,040] 2.43=2 87 
1808 | |405,754,088| 9,105,794] 2.242 4 9]} 403,681,539 | 10,063,795} 249=2 99 
1809 |- - - -|407,648,294] 9,680,554] 2.37==2 7 408,218,744 | 11,514,625] 2.77=2 15 4 
1810 | 75. <4 [458,713,707] 10,262, 2.232 4 7} 456,510,519 | 12,690,446] 15 4 
1811 ~ - ~-|459,450,863) 10,820,023} 2.35=2 7 Of 461,420,073 | 24,179,396] 35.07=3 14 
1812 | 85.71=3§ [523,720,960] 11,381,156] 2.172 3 516,780,685 | 15,823,905; 3.06=3 1% 
1813 - - -|523,339,804] 11,907,829] %.27=2 5 4} 521,756,780 3.34=3 69 
4814 | Par [607,658,970] 12,434,603] 2.04—=2 © 594,921,974 | 19,268,086] 3.23=3 47 | 
1815 - 606,224,367} 12,917,641] 2.132 2 7} 599,652,988.| 21,046,934} 3.5 =3 100 
1816 |- - - [604,306,726] 4 | 22,895,793)"d 3.78=:3 15 7 
1817 |- = -}601,891,556] 13,927,695} 2.312 6 608,512,951 | 24,812,533] 4.07=24 14 
1818 |- - -. -/598,963,931] 14,455,453] 2.41=2 8 612,500,398 | 26,292,908} 4.299=4 59 
1819 |- - -|595,508,478] 14,999,116] 2.51=2 10 616,607,490 | 27,769,694] 4.5 =4 10 0 
1820 |- © -}591,509,369| 15,559,089] 263=2 12 7 620,837,796 | 29,049,784] 4.71=4 14 2 
1821 |- -}586,950,273) 16,135,861] 14 9} 625,595,012 | 29,160,066) 4.67=4 13 4 
1822 |- -|581,814,419] 16,729,936} 9.87=:2 17 4]| 526,434,946 | 29,074,866] 4.644 12 9 
1823 |- - - -|576,084,476} 17,341,834] 3.01—3 0 629,360,080 | 29,128,504) 4.62=-4 12 4 
1824 }- - - -|569,742,642] 17,972,089|"5 3.15=3 3 632,231,576 | 29,142,690|¥e 4.6 12 0 
1825 |- - -}562,770,553] 18,621,251] 3.3 =3 6 Oj] 635,088,886 | 29,095,890] 4.584 11 7 
1826 |- - = -[555,149,302] 19,289,888)*c 3.47==3 9 637,992,996 | 11 0 
‘ d The average of the Ist 
a The average of the 1st series of series of years of column 
10 years of column 5is ---- 2.252 47 8is- - - - - - -3.02=3 0 4prCh 
The average of 18°yearsof col.5 2.44=2 8 9 per Ct. The averageof 18 years 


> 


| 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

a 

| 


ht 


. to "5, and so to continue for two Years, viz. 1810 and 1811; then to rise to 85. 71; 


PARL. PAPERS. —the New Plan of Finance. 
TABLE N. 4. 


Shewing at one View the different Resurs of the Three Tables, N,N. 2, & N. 3, | 
“1st SurrostTiox—Table N.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the 


{cx 


whole period of 20 Years. 


2d Surrositiox—Table N. 2.—The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue for the 1st Year (viz. 1807) 
at60.; then to rise to 63.16, and so tO continue for two Years, viz. during 1808 and 1809; then to rise 
to 66.66, and so to continue ‘for two Years, viz. during 1810 and 1811; then to rise to 70. 3s, and so to 
continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 1814, torise to 75, and to ¢on- 
tinue at that Pricethroughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. 

3d Surrosirion—Table N. 3.—The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) 
at 6). ; then to rise to 66.66, and so to continue for two Years, viz. 1808 aad 1809; then to’ rise 


continue for two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 1814, to rise to sia “and to con- 
tiaue at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years. . 


and so te _ 


Ist Surrosrtion. 2d SuprosttTron, 3d Suprosition. 
Proportion per Proportion pe Propertion Proportion 
Cent. which the] Cent. which ||. which the per Cent. which the per Cent. 
Year. || Sinxine Funp | the proposed |{Sinxinc Funp which the Sinkxinc Funp whigh the 
on the present |Sink1nc Funpjjon the present on the present 
System, would | will bear to ||System would - System, would 
bear to the the Debt. bear to the Pi “|| bear to the Bene ~ 
Debt. Debt. Debt. 
1807 |} 2.342 69 8 6 9/2.44—2 8 9/1 2.94—2 6 8 7 
1808 |] 2.492 9 9 '2.63=2 12 7 12 4 9/249—2 9 9 
1809 2.65=2 13 0 /2.98=2 19 10 4 2.86=2 17 7 4)2,.77=2 15 & 
1810 || 2.82=2 16 4 /3.28=3 5 11 2|3.02=3 15 & 
1811 5.013 0 2 |5.61=3 12 14 6 9119.35=2 7 0/5.07=3 1 
1812 || 4 2 3.963 19 412.7392 14 7|3.50=3 10 2.17 2 3 .06=3 12 
1813 |} 3.433 8 7 |4.32=4 6 17 9/3.82=3 16 2.27=2 5 4)3.34—3 6 9 
1814 || 3.66==3 13 2 |4.71=4 14 2/2. 18 0|3.96=3 19 2.042. 0 4 
1815 9.92=3 18 4 “2 213.063 1 6 O//2.15=2 2 713.5 =3 10 
1816 |} 4.21=4 4 2 [5.54==5 10 4 9/4.65==4 13 4 4)5.78=3 15 7 
1817 || 4.52=4 10 4 |5.81=5 16 2/3.43=3 8 7|4.99=4 19 9 6 2/4.07=4 1 
1818 || 487=4 17 4 |6.07=6 1 4//5.63=3 12 7/5.23=5 4 8 5 9 
1819 || 5.2%6=5 5 2 |6.32=6 6 4/3.85=3 17 O/5.47=5 9 10 —4 10 0 
1820 |] 5.695 13 9 |6.55=6 11 Ol4.09=4 1 9/5.70=5 14 2.63=2 12 14 2 
1821 6.19=6 39 9 7 12 2.7452 14 9 13 4 
1822 14.9 |6.34=6 6 9 4.65==4 13 0/5.58=5 11 7]|2.87=2 17 4/4644 12 9 
1823 || 7.38=7 7 7 |6.23=6 4 19 4)5.52=5 10 4 3.0l=3 0 2) 4.624 12 4 
1824 || 8.198 2 6 9 39 46 0 
1895 |} 8.998 19 9 6.01=6 0 215.725 14 8 0/193 =3 6 11 
1826, |}10.02=10 0 4 [5.90=6 18 3 25.3625 7 9 4 | 11 0 


. 


4 
of | 
it 
of 
yf | 


TABLE 0. 


Shewing, The Total Amount of. Money Capital of Debt, which would have been 
redeemed at any given Periods of the Continuance of War for Twenty Years,’ 
_if Eleven Millions were borrowed annually according to. the present System, 
the Three per Cents. being sup _ to continue at 60. And also, the Total. 
Amount of Money Capital of Debt, which will have been redeemed at the 
correspeading eriods, and in the same Suppositions, according to the pro- 


2. 3 4, 5. 6. 
| Amount of 
r Amount of the [ the Money | Total Amount | Total Amount /Larger Amounts: 


Money Capital | Capital of of Debt, fof Debt, which} of Debt, which 
of Debt, which |Debt, which | which would | will have been} will have been 
YeEaR.| would havebeen| will be re- | have been re- | redeemed at | redeemed at 
redeemed in { deemed in | deemed at any | corresponding | corresponding 
each Year, ac-| each Year, | given Periods, |Periods, accord-| Periods by the 
| “cording to the | according to ———- to =| ing to the pré- | proposed Plan, 


present System,| posed Plan. | than by the 


resent System.|the proposed 
J present System. 
1807 8,515,042 f 8,935,042} 8,515,042 8,935,042 420,000 


1808 9,124,127 |, 10,005,126 | 17,639,169 { 18,940,168 } 1,300,999 
1809 | 9,763,666 11,148,714 27,402,835 | 30,088,882 | 2,686,047 
1810 | 10,435,182 | 12,439,482 | 37,838,017 | 42,528,364 4,690,347 
| 11,140,274 | 13,888,120 | 48,978,201 | 56,416,484 7,438,193 
1812 | 11,880,620. | 15,435,858 | 60,858,911 | 71,852,342 | 10,993,432 
1813 | 12,657,984 | 17,087,649 |. 73,516,895 | 88,939,991 | 15,423,096 
1814] 13,474,216 | 18,848,697 | 86,991,111 | 107,788,688 20,797,577 
¥s15 | 14,331,259 | 20,724,463 | 101,322,370 | 128,513,151 | 27,190,781 
¥816 | 15,231,154 | 22,720,685 | 116,553,524 | 151,233,836 | 34,680,312 
1817 | 16,176,044 | 24,096,718 | 132,729,568 | 175,330,554 | 42,600,986 
1818 | 17,168,179 | 25,461,552 | 149,897,747 | 200,792,106 | 50,894,559 
1819 | 18,209,920 | 26,814,628 168,107,667 | 227,606,734 | 59,499,067 
1820 | 19,303,749 | 28,155,358 | 187,411,416 | 255,762,092 | 68,350,676 
1821 | 20,452,269 | 27,963,124 | 207,863,685 | 283,725,216 75,861,538 - 
1822 | 21,658,215 | 27,761,279 | 229,521,900 | 311,486,495 | 81,964,595 
1823 | 22,924,458 | 27,549,341 | 252,446,358 | 339,035,836 86,589,478 
1824} 24,254,013 | 27,326,807 | 276,700,371 |*366,362,643 | 89,662,272 
1825 | 25,650,046 | 27,093,146 | 302,350,417 | 393,455,789 | 91,105,372 
¥826 | 27,115,881 | 26,901,360 |*329,466,298 | 420,357,149 | 90,890,851 


* The amount of the money capital of the present debt, calculating the Three per Cents. 
at 60, is 352,793,722/. “(See Thole H.)—It appears, from Columns 4 and 5 of this 
Table, that, supposing the stocks to continue at that price, an amiount equal to the present 

debt would be redeemed by the proposed plan in 1824; whereas, according to the present 
system, such an amount would not have been redeemed till theyear 1827.00 


< 


‘ 


1813); 
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TABLE 2. 


Shewing, The Total Amount of Money Carirat of Dest, which would have 
_been redeemed at any given Periods of the Continuance of War for Twenty Years, 
if Eleven Millions were borrowed annually according to the present System. 
The Three per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) . 
at.60; then to rise to 63.16, and.so to continue for 2 Years (1808 and 1809); 

- then to rise to 66.66, and so to continue for 2 Years (viz. 1810 and 1811); 
then to ae 70.58, and so to continue for 2 Years (viz. during 1812 and 


[cxiv 


then (viz. in 1814) to rise to 75, and to continue at that Price 


throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years. And also, the Total 
Amount of Money Capital of Debt, which will have been redeemed at the 


sit = eh Periods, and on the same Suppositions, according to the pro- 
1. 2. 3. 3 4. 
Amount of 
Amount of the | the Money | Total Amount | Total Amount Lanes Amounts > 
Money Capital | Capital of of Debt, fof Debt, which) of Debt, which 
of Debt, which |Debt, which ich would | will have been| will have been 
YeaR.| would havebeen| will be re- -| have been re- | redeemed at | redeemed at 
-redeemed in | deemed in | deemed at any | corresponding | corresponding ~ 
each Year, ac-| each Year, } given Periods, |Periods, accord-| Periods by the 
cording to the | according to [according to the] ing to the pre- | proposed Plan, 
present System.|the proposed |present System.| posed Plan, | than by the 
an. . present System. 
1807 8,515,042 8,935,042 | 8,515,042 8,935,042 420,000 
1808 | 9,114,954 | 10,033,958] 17,629,996 | 18,969,000 1,339,004 
1809 9,722,074 | 11,181,735] 27,352,070 30,150,735 2,798,665 
1810 | 10,348,888 | 12,512,869] 37,700,958 | 42,663,604 4,962,646 
1811 | 10,979,603 | 13,979,949| 48,680,561 | 56,643,553 7,962,992 
1812} 11,629,536 | 15,574,383] 60,310,097 | 72,217,936 | 11,907,839 
1813 | 12,279,642 | 17,224,300] 72,589,739 | 89,442,986 | 16,852,497 
1814 | 12,948,192 | 19,001,664] 85,537,931 | 108,443,900 | 22,905,969 
1815 | 13,612,785 | 20,828,395] 99,150,716 | 129,272,295 30,121,579 
1816 | 14,303,962 | 22,749,529| 113,454,678 | 152,021,824 | 38,557,146 
1817 | 15,022,786 | 24,629,857 | 128,477,464 | 176,651,681 | 48,174,217 
1818 | 15,770,363 | 26,063,050 | 144,247,827 | 202,714,731 | 58,466,904 
1819 | 16,547,843 | 27,489,570] 160,795,670 | 230,204,301 | 69,408,631 
1820 | 17,356,422 | 28,909,151 | 178,152,092 | 259,113,452 80,961,360 
1821 | 18,197,344 | 28,785,516 | 196,349,436 | 287,898,968 | 91,549,532 
1822] 19,071,903 | 28,656,935 | 215,421,339 | 316,555,903 | 101,134,564 
1823 | 19,981,445 | 28,523,211 | 235,402,784 | 345,079,114 | 109,676,330 . 
1824 | 20,927,368 | 28,384,137 | 256,330,152 | 373,463,251 | 117,133,099 _ 
1825 } 21,911,128 | 28,301,177 | 278,241,280 | 401,764,428 | 123,523,148 
1826 | 22,934,239 | 28,282,707 | 301,175,519 | 430,047,135 | 128,871,616 
‘Voy. Appendiz. h 


ae 
‘ 


cxv] PARL, PAPERS.—Tables and 
TABLE 3. 
Shewing the Total Amount of Moyey of Dest which would have been tes 
_ deemed at any given periods of the Continuaiice of War. for Twenty Years, if 
Millions were borrowed annually according to the present System. The Three 


Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) at 60; then to rise to 
66.66, and so to continue for 2 Years (1808 and 1809); then to rise to 75, and s9 


io continue for 2 Years (viz. 1810 and 1811); then to rise to 85.7, and so to com) 


tinue for 2 Years (viz. during 1812 and 1813); and then (viz. in 1814) to rise ty 
Par, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years; 
_ And also the Total Amount of Money Capital of Debt which will have been re 


deemed at the corresponding Periods, and on the same Suppositions according tg 
the proposed Plan. 
’ ‘Lotal Larger Amounts 
e Amount Amount of | Total Amount} of Debt, 
of the Amount of the Debt which of Debt, | which will 
Money Capital | Money Capital Would have| which will have been 
of Debt, of Debt, which |beenredeem-| have been redeemed at 
which would {will be redeemed | ed at any | redeemed at | corresponding 
Year. have been in each Year, | given | corresponding | Periods, 
redeemed in | according to the | — Periods, ‘Periods, by the 
each Year, | proposed Plan. | according | according to | proposed Plan, 
according to the to the pre- | the eet than by the 
present System. ~~ -Ieent System. lan. present System, 
{807 - 8,515,042 8,935,042 8,515,042) 8,935,042 420,000 
1808 - 9,105,794 10,063,795 | 17,620,836] 18,998,837 1,378,001 
1809 - 9,680,554 11,314,623. | 27,301,390} 30,313,460 3,012,070 
1810 - 10,262,844 12,690,446 37,504,234) .- 43,003,906 5,439,672 
1811 10,820,023 14,179,396 .| 48,384,257) 57,183,302 8,799,045 
1812 11,381,156 15,823,905 59,765,413) 73,007,207 13,241,794 
1813. - 11,907,829 | 17,472,742 | 71,673,242) 90,479,949 | 18,806,707 
1814 - 12,434,663 19,268,286 .| 84,107,845} 109,748,235 25,640,390 
1815 - 12,917,641, 21,046,334 | 97,025,486] 130,794,569 | 33,769,083 
1816 - 13,415,170 22,893,723 |110,440,656| 153,688,292 | 43,247,636 
1817 « . 13,927,625 24,812,533 {124,368,281} 178,500,825 54,132,544 
1818 14,455,453 26,292,908 /|138,823,734, 204,793,733 65,969,999 
1819 - 14,999,116 27,769,694 |153,822,350) 232,563,427 | 78,740,577 
1820 15,559,089 29,242,784 {169,381,939 261,806,211 92,424,272 
16,135,861 | 29,160,066 |185,517,800, 290,966,277 | 105,443,477 
1822 - 16,729,936 29,074,866 |202,247,736, 320,041,143 | 117,793,407 
1823 - 29,128,504 |219,589,570 349,169,647 129,580,077 
1824 - -4.. 17,972,089 | 29,142,690 /237,561,059| 378,312,337 | 140,750,678 
1825 - . 18,621,251 | - 29,095,890 |256,182,910) 407,408,297 | 151,225,311 
1 826 _ 19,289,888 29,065,719 [275,472,098] 436,473,946,| 161,001 
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-TABLE . O. 4. 
Shewing at one View the different Resutts of the Three Tables, O, 
Years (viz. during 
g 1812 and 181 


he rest of t 


.——The 3 per Cents. 
and so to continue for two 
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to 66.66, and so to cont 


and so to continue for two Years ( 


Ist Surrosrrron—Table O.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continae at 60, throughout the 
and so to continue for two 


whole period of 20 Years. 


2d Surrosition—Table O. 2 
continue for two Years (viz. during 181 


at 60; then tor 


to 66.66, 
to 75, 


“tinue at that Price throughout the rest o 


continue for two Years (viz. durin 


‘continue at that Pricethroughout t 
3d Surrosirion—Table O. 3,——The 3 p 


“at 60.; then to rise to 63.16, 


PN res 
if 


e 


CON. 


IS€ to 
nd so 
ise to 
Cars 


1st 2d 3d Suprosurion. 
ws 
Larger ‘Larger Total Yarger 
Total Amount|Total Amount| Amounts of |/Total Amcunt/Total Amount] Amounts of: Total Amount Amounts of 
of Debt, of Debt, Debt which of Debt, of Debt Debt, which Amount of Debt, Debt, 
which would | which will |will have been} which would | which will will have of Debt, which will {- which will 
have been have been | redeemed at ||. have been | have been {beenredeemed|| which would} have been have been 
redeemed at | redeemed at jcorresponding|| redeemed | redeemed at jatcorrespond-|| have been | redeemedat | redeemed at 
any given jcorresponding} Periods at any corresponding| ing Periods || redeemed at |corresponding|corresponding 
Periods, ac-}| Periods, by the given Periods,| Periods, by the any given Periods, Periods 
cording to according |proposedPlan,j| according | according to |proposed Plan|| Periods, according by tlhe 
the present to the than by the to the the . than by cording to to the proposed Plan 
System. proposed present present proposed the present |} the present | proposed than by. the 
Plan. System. System. Plan. System. System. Plan. present 
System. 
é. 
8,515,042 8,935,042 420,000 8,515,042 B,935,042 420,000 8,515,042 8,935,042 - 420,000 
17,639,169 18,940,168 1,300,999 17,629,996 | 18,969,000 1,539,004 17,620,836 | 18,998,837 1,378,001 
27,402,835 | 39,088,882 2,686,047 27,352,070 | 30,150,735 2,798,665 27,301,390 | 30,315,460 3,012,070 + 
37,838,017 | 42,528,364 4,690,347 37,700,958 | 42,663,604 4,962,646 37,564,254 | 43,003,906 5,439,672 
48,978,291 } 56,416,484 |) 7,438,193 48,680,561 | 56,643,553 7,962,992 48,384,257 | 57,183,302 8,799,045 
60,858,911 71,852,342 | 10,993,43I- 60,310,097 | 72,217,936 | 11,907,339 59,765,413 | 73,007,207 13,241,794 
"3,516,895 | 88,939,991 15,425,096 72,589,739 | 89,442,236 16,852,497 || 71,673,242 | 90,479,949 18,806,707 
86,991,111 | 107,788,688 | 20,797,577 $5,537,931 | 108,443,900 | 22,905,969 84,107,845 | 109,748,235 25,640,390 
101,392,570 | 128,513,151 | 27,190,781 99,150,716 | 129,272,295 | 30,121,579 97,025,486 | 130,794,569 | 33,769,083 
116,555,524 | 151,233,836 | 34,680,312 || 113,454,678 | 152,021,824 | 38,567,146 || 110,440,656 | 153,688,292 | 43,247,636 | 
132,729,568 | 175,530,554 | 42,600,986 || 128,477,464 | 176,651,681 | 48,174,217 || 124,568,281 | 178,500,825 54,132,544 
149,897,747 | 200,792,106 | 50,894,359 || 144,247,827 | 202,714,731 | 58,466,904 || 138,823,734 | 204,793,733. | 65,969,999 
168,107,667 | 227,606,734 | 59,499,067 |} 160,795,670 | 230,204,301 69,408,631 || 153,822,850 | 232,563,427 78,740,577 
187,411,416 | $55,762,092 | 68,350,676 || 178,152,092 | 259,113,452 | 80,961,360 || 169,381,939 | 261,806,211 | 92,424,972 
207,863,685 | 283,725,216 | 75,861,531 || 196,349,436 | 287,898,968 | 91,549,532 |} 185,517,800 | 290,966,277 | 105,448,477 
229,521,900 | 311,486,495 | 81,964,595 |} 215,421,339 | 316,555,903 | 101,134,564 |} 202,247,736 | 320,041,143 } 117,793,407. 
252,446,358 | 339,035,836 | 86,589,478 ]} 235,402,784 | 345,079,114 | 109,676,330 |} 219,589,570 | 349,169,647 [129,580,077 
276,700,371 | 366,362,643 | 89,662,272 || 256,330,152 | 373,463,251 | 117,133,099 |} 237,561,659 | 378,312,337 | 140,750,678 
302,350,417 | 393,455,789 | 91,105,372 || 278,241,280 | 461,764,428 | 123,523,148 |) 256,182,910 | 407,408,227 } 151,225,317 
329,466,298 | 420,357,149 | 90,890,851 |; 301,175,519 | 430,047,135 | 128,871,616 || 275,472,798 | 436,473,946 | 161,001,148 
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exxiii] 


Shewing the Amount of War Taxes that may bélreleased at the end of any Piven 
Year, after the-Year 1815, (supposing Peace to take place in any such 
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TABLE 


[exxiv 


ear,) 


_ by the separ of the Excesses of the present Sinking Fund alone, added to 
a ll in by the Operation of the revolv 
the’3 per Cents. supposed to:continue at 60. 


what will 


ing Series of Fourteen Years; 


4. 


afd in 1820. 


a 


2. 5. 
Amount of |: 
War Taxes Total Amount 
which will be aes of the 
of released in | Sinking Fund, 
War Taxes | any given | which may pealed (both by’: 
which will havel Yearof | any given |the Extinction of 
Year, - been: pledged Peace, by the Y Debt, and by the 
: Extinction | Year of Peace | Application ofthe 
‘Commencing in the of the Debt] be applied 
previcus Years ny the Release any given Your, 
Was of the Peace shall then 
__ |the 14th pre- take place. 
ceding Year.| War Taxes. 
5 January, 1807. - +} 1,200,000 |. + + 19,800,000 
5 January, 1808 2,400,000 |. + « «| 18,600,000 
5 January, 1810 5,000,000 | . of 
January, 1811 é 6,600,000 |- - « « «| 14,400,000 
5 January, 1812 .| 8,200,000 |- + « + | 12,800,000 
5 January, 1814... .| 11,400,000 |. . + 9,600,000 
5 January, 1816 -| 14,600,000: |. . .| 1,171,551 | 7,571,551 
5 January, 1817 -| 16,200,000 |. . . . | 1,707,366 6,507,366 
5 January, 1818 . .| 17,800,000 |. . %115,303 | 5,315,303 
January, 1819 . «| 19,400,000 |. . . .| 2%383,637 3,983,637 
5 January, 1820 . .| 21,000,000 | 1,200,000 | ®,500,056 3,700,056 
5 January, 1821 «| 21,000,000 | 1,200,000 | 2,275,628 3,475,628 
5 January, 1822 . .}| 21,000,000 | ¥,200,000 | 1,973,312 3,173,312 
5 January, 1823 . .| 21,000,000 | 1,400,000 | 1,589,213 2,989,913 
5 January, 1824 . ..| 21,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 1,265,909 2,865,909 
§ Tenuary, 1825 .| 21,000,000 | 1,600,000 | 1,013,108 | 2,613,108 
5 January, 1826 . .} 21,000,000 | 1,600,000 753,247 | 2,858,247 
aN ote=In this Table, no credit is taken for the annuities which will expire ‘in 4808, 
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TABLE Q. 2* 


Shewing the Amount of War Taxes that may be released at the end of any given 
Year, after the Year 1815, (supposing Peace to take place in any such Year,) 
by the Application of the’ Excesses of the present Sinking Fund alone, added to what a 
will fali in by the Operation of the manana, Series of Fourteen Years: the 
3 per Cents.” supposed to continue for the 1st Year (viz. 1807) at 60.; then to rise 
to 63.16, and so to continue for two Years (viz. during 1808 and 1809); then torise 
- to 66.66, and so to continue fortwo Years (viz. during 1810 and 1811) ; then to.rise to 
~ 70.58, and soto continue for two Years (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) 
to rise to 75, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. | 


2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 
es ‘Total Amount of 
Amount of the War Taxes 
Amount” WarTaxes [Total Excesses which 
which will be | ofthe present repealed (both by 
Ce tem released, in any | Sinking Fund |the Extinction of 
which iven Year of | which may, in} Debt, and by the 
Year. | will have been | Peace, by: the given Year) Application of 
‘pledeed in the | EXtinction of the | of Peace, be | the Excesses of 
P Be Debt created | applied to the |the Sinking Fund) 
previous Years) by the Loun | Release of the jin any given Year, 
of War. of the 14th | War Taxes. jif Peace shall then 
ee preceding Year. take place. 
1810 | 5,000,000 -| 16,000,000 
1811 | 6,600,000 |... . 
1815 | 13,000,000 « 8,000,000 | 
1816 | 14,600,000 138,984 6,538,984 
1817. | 16,200,000 1,014,075 | . 5,814,075 
1818 | 17,800,000 1,331,433 4,531,433 
1819 | 19,400,000 "1,542,018 3,142,018 
1820 | 21,000,000 1,200,000 1,638,147 2,838,147 | 
1821 | 21,000,000 1,200,000 1,473,588 2,673,588 
1822 | 21,000,000 1,200,000 1,259,780 | _ 2,459,780 
1823 | 21,000,000 1,400,000 994,753 2,394,753 {~ 
1824 | 21,000,000 1,600,000 791,657 2,391,657 |” 
1825 | 21,000,000 1,600,000 723,849 2,323,849 | 
1826 | 21,000,000 | — 1,600,000 694,894 | 2,094,894 


* Note—In this Table, no credit is taken for the annuities which will expire in 1808, 
and in 1820; nor for the sum which would arise from the reduction of the 5.per Cont. 
to a 4 per Cent. Fund, 23 
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TABLE Q.3.* 


Shewing the Amount of War Taxes that may be released at the end of any given Year, 
after the Year 1815, (supposing Peace to take place in any such Year,} by theAppli- 
cation of the Excesses of the present Sinking Fund alone, added to what will fall in 

- by the Operation of the revolving Serics of Fourteen Years. ‘The 3 per Cents, 

‘supposed -to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) at 60; then to rise to 66.66. and 
so to‘continue for 2 Years (viz. during 1808 and 1809); then to rise to 75, and so to 
eontinue for 2 Years (viz. during 1810 and f811) ; then to rise to 85.71, and so to con- 
tinue for 2 Years (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) to rise to Par, 
and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the Period of 20 Years, 


2. 


3. 


5. 


6 


Amount 
of War Taxes 
which 


pledged in the 
previous Years 
of War. 


will have been 


by the Extinction 


Amount 
of War Taxes 
which will be » 
released, in any 
given Year 
‘of Peace, 


of the Debt 
created by the 
Loan of the 14th 


preceding Year. 


may, in 


Total Excesses 
of the present 
Sinking Fund, 


ny given Year 
of Peace, be 
applied to the 


Sinking Fund), in 


Release of the 
War Taxes.. 


any given Year, if 


tal Amount of 
War Taxes 
which may be re- 
ealed (both by 
the Extinction of 
Debt, and by the 
of the 
xcesses of the 


Peace shall then 
take place, 


x, 
1,200,000 


2,400,000 
3,600,000 
5,000,000 

6,600,000 

8,200,000 
9,800,000 
11,400,000 
13,000,000 
14,600,000 
16,200,000 
17,800,000 
19,400,000 
21,000,000 
21,000,000 
21,000,000 
21,000,000 
21,000,000 
21,000,000 


1,660,000 


1,200,000 
1,200,000 
1,200,000 
1,400,000 
1,600,000 


546,506 
759,449 
895,579 
950,674 
818,621° 
658,607 
619,668 
601,079 
583,046 
565,555 


21,000,000 


1,600,000 


\ 


19,800,000 
18,600,000 
17,400,000 
16,000,000 
14,400,000 
12,800,000 | 
11,200,000 
9,600,000 
_ 8,000,000 
6,400,000 
5,346,506 
3,959,449 


2,495,579 |. 


2,150,674 
2,018,621 
1,858,607 
2,019,663 
2,201,079 . 


2,183,046. 


if 


2,165,555 . 


_ ®Note-=In this Table, no credit is taken for the annuities which will expire in 1808 
nor for the’sums which would arise from the reduction ‘of the § to a 4 
Cent. Fund, and afterwards of the 4 to'a 3 pet Cent. Fund. 
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PARL. PAPERS,—the New Plan of Finance. 
TABLE Q.4. 


2d Surposition—Table Q. 2. 


3d Surrosition—Table Q. 3.. 


Shewing at one View the different Resuxts of the three Tables, Q, Q. 2, & Q. 3. 


Ist. Surposirion—Table Q. 
The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole period of 20 Years. 


The 3-per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) at 60; then to 
rise to 63.16, and so to continue for two Years, (viz. during 1808 and 1809) ; then to rise to 
66.66, and so to continue for two Years, (viz. 1810 and 1811); then to rise to 70.58, 
and so to continue for two Years, (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) to 
rise to 75, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. 


The 3 per Cents. aré supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 1807) at 60.; then to 
rise to 66.66, and so to continue for two Years (viz. during 1808 and 1809) >. then to rise 
to75. and go to continue for two Years (viz. during 1810 and_1811) ; then to rise to 85.71, 
and so to continue for two Years (viz. during 1812 and 1813) ; and then (viz. in 1814) to 
rise to Par, and to continue at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20° Years. 


Ist Supposrtion. |) 2d Surrosttion. ||. 3d Surrosrtion. 
"Total Amount Total Amount Total Amount 
of the of the of the 
ai War Taxes which War Taxes which War Taxes which. 
may be’ repealed may be repealed may be re 
| (both by the Extinction||(both by. the Extinction|| (both by the Extinction 
Year. of Debt, and by the: || of Debt, and by the || of Debt, and by the 
| Application of tiie Application of the Application of the. 
Excesses of the xcesses of the Excesses of the 
Sinking Fund) Sinking Fund) Sinking Fund) 
in any given Year, in any given Year, in any given Year, 
if Peace if Peace if Peace 
shall then take place. |} shall then take place. || shall then take place. 
1807 19,800, 19,800,000 19,800,000 
1808 18,600,000 | 18,600,000 18,600,000 
1809 17,400,000 | 17,400,000 17,400,000 
16,000,000 16,000,009 16,000,000. 
1811 14,400,000 14,400,000" 14,400,000 
1812 12,800,000 || 12,800,000 12,800,000 
1813 11,200,000 11,200,000 11,200,000 
1814 9,600,000 9,600,000 9,600,000 
1815 8,000,000 i 8,000,000 8,000,000 
1816 7,571,551 6,532,984 6,400,000 
1817 6,507 ,366 5,814,075 5,346,506 
1818 $915,303 43,531,433 3,959,449 
1820 3,700,056 2,838,147 2,150,674 
1821 3,475,628 2,673,588 2,018,621 
1822 3,173,312 2,459,780 1,858,607 
1823 2,989,213 2,394,753 2,019,668 
| 1824 2,865,909 2,591,657 2,201,079 
1325 |) 2,613,108 2,323,849" 2,183,046 
1826 2,353,247 2,294,894 2,165,555" 


Vou. 


i 


| | [cxxx 
Vill 
“ 
a 
in 
| 


2. 6. 7° 
Excess of ‘Amount of the 
Sinking Pree TotalF-xces:| War Taxes, | War Taxes, | roperty Tax 
Fund .above which micht, bothSink-|which would|which might| taken at 
theInterest ing remain released at| £.11,500,009 

Year.jof-the Debt} Pon "| above the {pledged after| the End of | which would 

charged on Anterest of | deducting | any given |remain pledged 
+——the ~ both Debts. ithe Excesses. ear. at the End of 

WarT the Release of pl 
ar Taxes.) War Taxes. any given Year, 

1807 | 60,000 atte 60,000 | 1,140,000 |19,860,000 Nil. 
1808 183,000 183,000 2,217,000 18,783,000 Nil. 
1809 372,150 | - - =f} $872,159 | 3,227,850 117,772,150 Nil. 
1810 | 640,757-) - 640,757 | 4,359,243. |16,640,757 Nil. 
1811.) 1,002,794 ~ - | 1,002,794 | 5,597,206 |15,402,794 Nil, 
1812 | 1,462,933 - = | 1,462,933 | 6,737,067 [14,262,933 Nil. 
1813 | 2,026,079 - = |.2,026,079 | 7,773,921 |13,226,079 Nil. 
1814 | 2,697,382 - | 2,697,382 | 8,702,618 |12,297,382 Nil. 

1815 | 3,482,251 ~ | 3,482,251 | 9,517,749 |11,482,251 Nil. 
1816 | 4,886,363 } 1,171,551 | 5,557,914 | 9,042,086 |11,957,914 Nil. 
1817 | 5,415,680 | 1,707,366 | 7,123,046 | 93076,954 111,923,046 Nil. 

- 1818 | 6,576,462 | 2,115,303 | 8,691,765 | 9,108,235 |11,891,765 Nil. 
“1819 78755285 2,383,637 10,258,922 | 9,141,078 111,858,922 Nil. 
1820 9,319,048 2,500,056 11,819,104 9,180,896 11,819,104 Nil. 
1821 | 9,575,000 | 2,275,628. |11,850,628 | 9,149,372 |11,850,628 Nil. 
1822 | 9,843,749 | 1,973,312 |11,817,061 | 9,182,939-|11,817,068 Nil. 
1823 |10,125,935 1,589,213 }11,715,148 | 9,284,852 |11,715,148 Nil. 
1824 |10;212,231 1,265,909 111,478,140 | 9,521,860 {11,478,140 21,860 
1825 10,092,842 1,013,108 — |11,105,950 | 9,894,050 |11,105,950 | *394,050 
1826 9,967,483 753,247 10,720,730 {10,279,270 {10,720,780 779,270 


8 


Shewing, the Amount of War Taxes which would be released at the End of any | 
given Year, when Peace might take place, if the Principle of rendering dis. ; 
und above the Interest of the Debt were f° 

applied, on the return of Peace, tothe Debt charged on the War Taxes, as 
well as to the present Debi; and, in that Event, shewing how much of the 

- Property Tax would remain pledged at the End of any given Year; sup. 
‘ posing the other War Taxes, exclusive of the Property Tax, to produce 
£.9,500,000 per Annum, and the Property Tax to produce £.11,500,000, s0 
as to complete the £.21,000,000. 


posable the Excess of the Sinking 


PARL. PAPERS.—Tables and Calculations respecting 
TABLE. R.. 


3. 


4, 


3 per Cents. supposed at 60. 


[exer 


~ 


. # Note.—In this Table, no credit is taken for the Annuities which will expire in 1820, 


and which would come in aid of this sum.—See note to Table C. 
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PARL, PAPERS.—the New Plan‘of Finantee: 


“TABLE. 


R. 2. 


Showing, The Amount of War Taxes which would be released at the End ‘of any 
» given Year, when Peace might take place; if ‘the Principle of rendering dispo- 
sable the Excess of the Sinking Fund above the Interest of the Debt were applied, 


on the return of Peace, to the Debt charged on the War Taxes, as well as to the . 
“present Debt: And, in that Event, shewing how much of the Property Tax would” 


“remain pledged at the End of any given Year; supposing the other War Taxes, 
exclusive of the Property Tax, to produce £.9,500,000 per Annum, and the Pro- 
perty Tax to produce £.11,500,000, so as-to complete the £.21,000,000.—— 
3 Per-Cents. supposed to vary in the Manner stated in Column 2 of this Table. 


he oe 4. 6. 8. 
Ging 
8 5 Excess of |Total Excess}, War Taxes Amount df 
Sinking | of the pre- | Total Excess)" war Taxes, |the Property 
Isent Sinking] of both | Tax taken at 
és § & |Fundabove] pang whieh Sinkin would re- |}which might} ¢ 11 500,000 
the Interest |night, inany| main {be released at! which would 
8 of the Debt jgiven year of terest | Pledged the End of | remain 
phed to the 
release of the] both Debts. ducting the Year, any given 
& 2  |War Taxes.) war vaxes. Excesses, Year. 
1807} 60. 60,000°} = = =| 60,000 |1,140,000 |19,860,000 Nil. 
1808] 63.16=243 | 239,700 | - - 239,700 |2,160,300 18,839,700 | Nil. 
1809) - - - 484,936 - -| 484,936 |3,115,064 |17,884,936 | Nil. 
1810} 66.6644 878,057 |- - 878,057 |4,121,943 |16,878,057 Nil. 
18li}- - - 1,381,770 | - - - | 1,381,770 15,218,230 }15,783,770 | Nil. 
1312 70.5844 2,039,194 |; 2,039,194 6,160,806 14,8395194 Nil. 
i813} - - -. - | 2,792,559 |- - | 25792,559. |7,007,441 [12,992,559 | Nil. 
1814) 75. 3,693,001 3,693,061 757 06,939 13,293,061 Nil. 
1815]) - ~~ - {| 4,693,583 |= - - | 4,693,583 |8,306,417 [12,693,583 | Nil. 
18161} 5,798,126 | 138,984 | 5,937,110 |8,662,890 |12,337,110 Nil; 
1817]| - + - || 7,010,850 |1,014,075 | 8,024,925 (8,175,075 |12,824,925 | Nil. 
1818] | Anatocons || 8,336,083 |1,331,433 | 9,667,516 8,132,484 |12,867,516 Nile 
1819 9,778,326 |1,542,018 {11,320,344 8,079,656 |12,920,344 | Nil. 
1820), through. J 11,342,253 |1,638,147 |12,980,405 |8,019,595 |12,980,405 | Nil. 
111,637,543 11,473,988 {13,111,136 |7,888,864 |13,i11,136 | Nil. 
1820 We | |t1,944,649 | 1,259,780 13,204,429 |7,795,571 |13,204,429 | Nil. 
lod . 
1823/! years, 12,264,034 | 994,753. |13,258,787 |7,741,213 |13,258,787 | - Nil. 
1824)| ---- 2,429,795 | 791,657 [13,221,452 17,778,548 [13,221,452 Nil. 
1825}| | 412,435,785 723,849 |13,159,634 |7,840,366 [13,159,634 Nil. 
1826} = | 12,442,016 | , 694,894 [15,136,910 |, 863,090 ]13,136,010 | Nil. 


* Note,—In this Table, no credit is taken for the Annuities which will expire in 1808 and in. 


829; ‘nor for the ch ti ie of the 5 to a’ fun i. 
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PARL, PAPERS Table and Caledlations rs 
TABLE R. 3. 


Shewing, the Amount of War Taxes which would be released at the End of 
given Year, when Peace anal take ; if the Principle, of rendering dis. 
inking Fund above the Interest of the Debt, were 


posable the Excess of the 

: applied, on the Return of Peace, to the Debt charged on the War Taxes, as 

_ Well as to the present Debt: And, in that Event, shewing how much of the 
‘Property Tax would remain pledged at the End of any given Year; supposi 

a the other War Taxes, exclusive of the Property Tax, to produce £.9, 000 

'; er Annan, and the Property Tax to produce £.11,500,000, so as to complete 


#€.21,000,000.——3 ‘Per-Cents. supposed to vary in the Manner stated in 
Column 2 of this Table. : 
i Total Excess ] Amount of 
Excess of |of the present] Total Excess} War Taxes the Property 
Sinxinc of both which would} War Taxes |Tax, taken at 
abovethe | which might,|SinxincFuwps| remain | which might} 11,500,000/, 
Interest of in any given| above the | pledged after| be released | which would 
Year. 3 H Debt charged |YearofPeace,| Interest deducting atthe | remain 
| onthe be appliedto| of both the | End of any [pledge atte 
= . War Taxes. | the release of} Debts. Excesses. | given Year. 4 End of any 
% ‘| the War 4 given Year, 
3 Taxes. 

1807 | 60. =5 60,000} - - 60,000 | 1,140,000 | 19,860,000} Nil. 
1808 | 66.6645 996,101] + 296,101 | 2,103,899 | 18,896,101 | ‘Nil. 
1809} - - - 596,005} 596,825 | 3,003,175 | 17,996,825 Nil. 
1610 | | 4,111,897] | 4,111,897] 3,888,103 | 17,111,897-| Nil. 
- - | 1,753,172] - - | 1,753,172 | 4,846,8¢8 | 16,153,172] Nil. 
1812 | 85.7133 | 2,598,933 | - | 2,598,933 | 5,601,667 | 15,398,333 Nil. 

1813} - - - | 3,599,073] - | 3,529,073 | 6,970,927 | 14,729,073 Nil. 
1814 Par=3 4,636,146] | (4,636,146 | 6,763,854 | 14,236,146] Nil. 
WIS | 5,824,450| - | 5,804,490 | 7,175,570 | 13,824,490 Nil. 
- ~ - | 4,096,362] - - | 17,096,362] 7,503,638 | 13,496;362 ‘Nil. 
1817] - = - | 8,454,452 | 546,506 | 9,000,958 | 7,199,042 | 13,800,958 Nil. 
- - | 9,901,985] 759,449 | 10,660,734 | 7,199,266 | 13,860,734 | ‘Nil. 

1819) = | 11,499,593] 995,379 || 12,935,102 | 7,064,898 13,995,102 | Nil. 
1820} - - = |. 13,071,908 950,674 | 14,099,582 | 6,977,418 | 14,022,582 Nib. 
1821} - - | 15,852,465 | $18,621 | 14,171,086 | 6,628,914 | 14,171,086 | —_—Nil. 
1822; - - - | 13,641,437 658,607 | 14,300,044 | 6,699,956} 14,300,044 | Nil. 
1823} - + - | 13,939,080 619,668 | 14,558,748 | 6,441,252 | 14,558,748 Nil. 

1824] - - | 14,192,052}; 01,079 | 14,793,131 | 6,076,869 | 14,723,191 | Nit 
“1805 | - - | 14,186,913] 583,046 | 14,769,959 | 6,230,041 _ 14,769,959 Nil. 
1826") - = = | 14,253,719] 565,555 | 14,819,974-| 6,180,726 | 14,819,274 Nil. 


Note.—In this Table, no credit is taken for the Annuities which will expire in 1808 and in 1820, nor for 
the‘sums whieh would arise from the reduction of the 5 to #4 per-Cent, fund, and afterwards of the 4 @ 
a3 per-Cent fund. 
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TABLE R. 4. 


PARL, PAPERS.—the New Plan of Finance. 


[exxxviii 


Shewing at one View the different Resuxss of the three Tables, R, R. 2, & R. 3. 
1st Surrosition—Table R.———The 
period of 20 Years, 


Surposrmon—Table R. 2.—-—The 3 per Cents. are su 
1807) at 60.; then to riseto 63.16, and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1808,and_1809 ; then to 


3 per Cents. are supposed to continue at 60. throughout the whole 


rise to 66.66, and so to continue for two Years, viz. during 1810 and 1811; then to rise to70.58, and so 
to continue for two Years, viz, during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 1814, to rise to 75, and to con- 
tinue at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. 


3d Surrosition—Table R. 3.——The 3 per Cents. are supposed to continue for the Ist Year (viz. 
1807) at 60. ; then to rise to 66.66, and so to continue fortwo Years, viz. during 1808 and 1809; then to 
rise to 75. and so tocontinue for two Years, viz. during 1810 and (1811; then to rise to 85.71, and so to 
continue for-two Years, viz. during 1812 and 1813; and then, viz. in 1814, torise to Par, and to continue 
-at that Price throughout the rest of the period of 20 Years. 


1st SuProsiTION. 2d SuPPosttion. 3d Supposition, 
| ‘Amount of Amount of Amount of - 
the Property the Property the Property 
War Taxes, |Tax, taken at) War Taxes, |Tax, taken at|| War Taxes, |Tax, taken at 
Year. || which might be} 11,500,000/. || which might be} 11,500,000/. |] which might be} 11,500,000/. 
released which would released which would released which would 
at the End of remain at the End of remain at the End of remain 
any given Year.|pledged at the|jany given Year. /pledged at the|jany given Year.|pledged at the 
End of any End of any ‘ End of any 
given Year. given Year. given Year. 
1807 |} 19,860,000 Nil. 19,860,000 Nil. 19,860,000 Nil. - 
1808 || 18,783,000 Nil. 18,839,700 Nil. 18,896,101 Nil. 
1909 |} «17,772,150 | Nil. 17,884,936 Nil. 17,996,825 Nil. . 
1810 16,640,757 Nil. 16,878,057 Nil. 17,111,897 Nil. 
1811 15,402,794 Nil. 15,781,770 Nil. 16,153,172 Nil. 
1812 |} 14,262,933 Nil. 14,839,194 Nil. 15,398,333 Nil. 
1813 || 13,226,079 Nil. 13,992,559 © Nil. 14,729,073 Nil. 
1914] 12,297,382 ‘Nil. 13,298,061 Nil. 14,236,146 Nil. 
1815 11,482,051 | 12,693,583 Nil. 13,824,430 | Nik 
1816 11,957,914 © Nil. 12,337,110 | . Nil. 13,496,362 Nil. 
1817 |} 11,923,046 Nil. 12,824,925 Nil. 13,800,958 Nil. 
1818 || 11,891,765 Nil. 48,867,516 Nil. 13,860,734 Nil. 
1819 || 11,858,992 Nil. 12,920,344 Nil. 13,935,102 | Nil. 
1820 |} 11,819,104 Nil. 12,980,405 | Nil. 14,022,582 Nit. 
1821 11,850,698 Nil. 13,111,136 Nit. 14,171,086 Nil. 
1822 11,817,068 Nil. 13,204,429 Mi. 14,300,044 Nil. 
1823 |} 11,715,148 Nil. Nil. 14,558,748 Nil. 
1824 11,478,140 21,860 13,221,452 Nil. 14,723,131 Ni. . 
1825 || 11,105,950 394,050 |] 13,159,634 Nil. 14,769,959 Nil. 
1826 || 10,720,730 179,270 | 13,136,910 Nil. 14,819,274 
* INDEX 


te continue forthe 1st Year {viz . 
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INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. © 


fs 


D 


Dunstanville, Lord Dé ; his In- 
demnity Bill, 724 


F 
France, Negociation with, 259 
I 
Indemnity Bill; Lord De Dun- 
stanville’s, 724 
Insolvent Debtors, 1028 
K 
King’s Speech, on opening the 


Session’; see Lords Commis- 
sioners’ Speech, 15 


L 


Lords Commissioners’ Speech, | 


15 
_M 


Maida, Battle of, 213 
Malt Duty Bill, 427 


N 
Negociation with France, 259 


s 


Scotch Judicature Bill, 602, 

Slave-Trade Abodlition Bill, 257, 
431, 601, 612, 657, 677, 691, 
701 


\ 


Stuart, Sir John; Vote of 
Thanks to, 213 


Speech, Lords Commissioners’, 
15 


Taxation, Lord Warwick’s 
Outlines of a Plan of, 1029 
Vv 


Vote of Thanks to Sir John 
Stuart, 213, 


Warwick, Lord; his Plan of 
Taxation, 1029 


- 


INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


i 

Abbot, Rt. Hon. Charles, cho- 
sen Speaker;2 

Address of the Commons, on 
the Lords Commissioners’ 
Speech, 39, 82 

American Treaty, 444 

Army Estimates, 453, 472,535 


B... 
Barrack-Abuses, 843 
Barrack Supplies, 559 
Battle of Maida, 215, 429 


Biddulph, Mr. ; his Motionre- | 


lative to Sinecure Places and 
Pensions, 703 
Brandy, Duty on, 85 
Budget, 1075 
"Buenos Ayres, 466 
Cc 
Carnatic Papers, 1018 
Cawthorne, Mr., Charges a- 
 gainst, 432, 450, 515 
Chairman of Ways ard Means, 
- Mr. Biddulph’s Motion rela- 
' tive to the Salary of the, 227 


D 
‘Davison, Mr. A., Conduct of, 


Declaration of the King of 
Great Britain, on the Rup- 
ture of the Negociation with 
France, 209 

Dublin Election Petition, 421 


F 

Finanee, New Planof, 564, 725, 
794, $60, 921, 1004 

Finance Committee, 722 

Foreign Property. in the Funds, 
698 

France, Negociation with, 241, 
305 

France ; Papers relative to the 
Negocviation with, 92 

Freehold Estates Biil, 561,851 


G 
Galway Election Writ, 226,297 
Grenville Election Act, 695 


‘Hampshire Election, Petition 


respecting the, 684, 747 


I 
Trish Election Bill, 456 
lrish Miscellaneous Services, 
937, 1079 
Irish Treasury bills’ Bil!, 605 


K 


King’s Speech on opening the 
Session ; see Lords Commis- 
sioners’ Speech. 


L 


Londonderry Election Petition, 
469 

Lords Commissioners’ Speech, 
On opening the Session, 15, 
35, 82 

Lunatics, Criminal and Pau- 
per, 514 


M 


Maida, Battle of, 215, 429 

Military Establishments of the 
Country, 426, 458 

Militia Officers, 513 

Mutiny Bill, 93t 


N 


Navy Estimates, 2:36, 529 

Negociation with France, 24t 

Negotiation with France, Pa- 
pers relative to the, 92 

Neutra! Trade, 466. 

Neutrats, ~ Order of Council re- 
lative to, 451, 620 


| | 
| ? 


$ 


®@ak Bark Bin, 435; 549 
Order of} Council relative to 
Neutrals, 451, 620 
Ordnance Estimates, 423, 425, 
429° 


P 

Paull, Mr., his Petition respect- 
ing the Westminster Election, 
997, 10356. - 

Poor-Laws Bill, 865, 944 

Private Bills, Resolutions re- 
lating to, 254 

Prussian Subsidy, 1074 


‘Resolutions relating to Private 
Bills, 254 
Roman Catholics, 951 


INDEX OF NAMES. 


Roman Catholic College at 


Maynooth, 938, 1079: .- 


Scotch Clergy Bill, 557, 610, 
- 838 
Sinecure Places and Pensions, 
703 
Slave-Trade Abolition Bill, 717, 
829, 939, 945, es 
Speaker, Choice of a, 
Stuart, Sir John; 
thanks to, 215 
Sugar, Distillation of, 238 
Sugar Drawbacks, $40, 849 


of 


T 
Tables and Calculations rela- 
tive to the New Plan of Fi- 
nance, Append. i. 


Thetford Election Petition, 302, 
418 
Treasurership of the Navy, 604 


Vellore, Massacre at, 689 
Vote of Thanks to Sir Johz 
Stuart, 215 


WwW 


Ways and Means; Mr. Bid- 
dulph’s Motion relative to the 
Salary of the Chairman of, 
207 

Wellesley, Marquis; Conduct 
of, 433, 443, 551 

Westminste rElection Petition, 
252, 933, 997, 1033. 

Woollen Trade, 240 


B 
Buckinghamshire, Earl of, 701 


C 
Carnarvon, Earl of, 680 
Ciarencé, Duke of, 259, 617, 
683 


D 
Durham, Bishop of, 670 


E 
Eddon, Lord, 257, 258, 286, 297 
602, 693,614, 618, 670, 792 
Ellenborough, Lord, 793 
Erskine, Lord; see Lord Chan- 
cellor. 


G 
Gloucester, Duke of, 665 
Grenville, Lord, .25, 34, 213, 


257, 258, 259, 293, 432, 468, 


469, 601, 602, 613, 615, 617, 


618, 657, 677, 678, 691, 702, 


788,793, 1030 . 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Grosvenor, Earl, 259, 284 


H 
Hardwicke, Earlof, 678 
Hawkesbury, Lord, 21, 34, 

257, 270, 431, 602, 616, 671, 
679, 793 ° 
Holland, Lord, 616, 618, 671, 
682, 1028 
J 
Jersey, Earl of, 17 


K 
King, Lord, 669 


L 
Lauderdale, Earl of, 297, 681 
London, Bishop of, 692 
Lord Chancellor (Erskine), .1 
13, 617, 680, 724, 794 


? 


M 
Moira, Earl of, 671 
Montrose, Duke of, 682, 792 


Morton, Earl of, 666, 681 


. INDEX OF NAMES. 


A 
Abbot, Rt. Hon.C. ; see Speaker. 
Adam, W. 524, 611, 1003, 
039 
Addington, J. H. 599, 995, 1027 
Advocate-General (Sir J. Ni- 
choils), 633 
Sir J. 552, 553, 
022 
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